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PREFATORY NOTICE. 


- — — 4 

I N the beginning of 1887 my predecessor, Mr. Medlicott, wrote as fol- 
lows in his Annual Report of the Geological Survey: — The two first 
parts of the Manual of the Geology of India, issued in 1879, have been 
out of print for some time, and the question of re-writing it has been 
much upon my mind. Parts of it would require abridgment, leaving local 
information to be sought for in the special Memoirs ; and parts of it 
would need alteration and addition in view of extended information. 
The greater part of the two volumes w^as written by Mr. 'Blanford, 
who was for the time relieved of other work. To re-write the whole 
while carrying on the manifold current duties of the Survey has been more 
than I could attempt in India with any justice to either.'' 

The directing of the Survey since Mr. Medlicott's retirement is even 
fuller of current duties, not the least of which has been a considerably 
increased system of frequent tours over the length and breadth of the 
land ; so that, however pressing it may also have been on my mind, 
I have been unable even to venture on the elaboration of a revised form 
of Messrs. Medlicott and Blanford’s most excellent work ; and I therefore 
gladly accepted Mr, R, D. Oldham’s offer to prepare a fresh issue accord- 
ant wdth our progressive survey of the Empire. 

Mr. Oldham had had a varied experience of survey work over widely 
separated tracts in India where he had opportunities of studying most of 
our repi esentativ’e formations in their peninsular and extra-peninsular 
development : while of his owm motion he devoted his first period of 
w’ell-earned leave to a comparative study of our Gondw^ina representatives 
in Australia. His close acquaintance with the literature, as evidenced 
in the careful Bibliography of Indian Geology ^ compiled by him in 1888, 
had already indeed predisposed me in favour of a possible ultimate 
placing of a second issue of the Manual in his hands j and in now au- 
thorising that issue I w'ould fain hope that my choice may be justified. 

WILLIAM KING, 

Director^ Geological Survey of India. 




PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION. 


T he want of a general account of Indian Geology has been felt for 
some years. The regular Geological Survey of India may be 
considered to have commenced in 1851 ; and but few of those who took 
part in the work during the earlier years now remain in the service. It is 
desirable, before all the older members of the Survey pass away, that 
some record of the early observations, many of which are unpublished, 
should be rescued from oblivion, for the benefit of future explorers. The 
published Memoirs and Records of the Survey, moreover, have now 
become too numerous and bulky for general use ; and it is difficult for any 
one, without much study, to gather the more important observations on the 
geology of the country from amidst the mass of local details. Many papers 
on Indian geology are also scattered through various Indian and European 
periodicals. As a guide to all who have occasion to acquire a knowledge 
of Indian geology, or w’ho desire information from a love of the science, 
some compendium of the observations hitherto collected has become abso- 
lutely necessary ; and the present Manual has been drawn up, by direction 
of the Government of India, to supply the deficiency. 

It was originally desired by the Government that this work should b^ 
prepared by the late Dr. Oldham, or that the compilation should have the 
advantage of his supervision. As Dr. Oldham w'asthe first Superintendent 
of the Survey, and remained at the head of the Department from its com- 
mencement in 1851 to 1876, he w^ould, unquestionably, have been admir- 
ably qualified to carry out the w^ork ; and it was his own desire to do so, as 
the completion of his labours in India, Failing health, however, and the 
pressure of other duties, prevented him from even commencing the task ; 
and when, at length, he was unable any longer to remain in the country, 
the duty of preparing a Summary of Indian Geology was left to his 
successor. At this time the only preparation that had been made for the 
work w^as the partial compilation of a general Geological Map of the 
Peninsula. 

The double authorship w^as not entirely a matter of choice ; although 
undertaken, and carried out, most willingly by both the writers. Both 
have been engaged in the work of the Survey almost from the commence- 
ment ; and as each has, in the course of his service, examined very large 
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areas of the country, the combination secures the description and discus- 
sion, from personal knowledge, of a much larger portion of India. At the 
same time the advantages of wider experience and thought may not be 
found an adequate compensation for w’ant of uniformity and occasional dis- 
crepancies — the natural results of divided authorship. To secure, so far 
as possible, the responsibility of each author for the facts and opinions 
stated, the initials of each are affixed in the Table of Contents to the chapters 
contributed by him. Ei ery such chapter has been read and revised by 
the other writer; but the alterations have in no case been of more than 
triiial Importance; so that each chapter may be practically taken as an 
individual contribution. The number of subjects is so large, and the con- 
nection between them, in many cases, so slight, that the lack of uniformity 
will not, it is hoped, seriously detract from the usefulness of the Manual. 

In addition to the subjects discussed in the present work, it w’as, at first, 
proposed to add an account of the Economical Geology, and to treat in a 
special chapter of the known Mineral Resources of India. But the length 
to wdiich the Manual has already extended has rendered it advisable to 
postpone this very important subject, and to reserve it for a separate 
volume. 

Although many of the details in the work now issued have not previ- 
ously been published, and although the discussion of the observations involves 
several new deductions and suggestions, the book is, in the main, a compi- 
lation ; and it is quite possible that, especially in treating of areas and 
formations of wffiich the authors have no personal knowledge, full justice 
has not always been done to the views of original observers. It has, in 
several instances, been thought more important to point out possible 
causes of error than to endorse opinions which, although very possibly 
correct, are not sufficiently supported by published data to be accepted 
as conclusive. In all such cases full references to previous publications 
have been furnished ; and an examination of the details given in the latter 
will, it is hoped, serve to correct any errors of interpretation on the part 
of the authors of the present work. 

The numerous and large areas left blank in the annexed Map show, 
at once, how far the present publication falls short of completeness, and 
how imperfectly the promise implied in the title is fulfilled. A note upon 
the Map further explains that large portions of it have been coloured 
from very imperfect information, from sketch surveys or rapid traverses 
affording no sufficient opportunity for a proper study of the formations. 
It had, however, become imperative, as a duty to the public, for reasons 
already mentioned, to bring together a summary of the work accomplished 
since the commencement of the Survey ; and it was equally essential, for 
the Survey itself, that some general record of the results obtained up 
to date should be compiled. These objects could only be attained by 
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attempting a general Map and Review of the Geology of India ; but the 
reader must not forget that the present attempt is more of the nature of 
a progress report than of a finished work. 

The Map, it is feared, will be found defective in several other respects. 
Under the circumstances it was impossible to prepare a special reduction 
of the topography ; and, amongst the Maps of India available in the Sur- 
veyor General’s Office, there was, practically, no choice but to accept 
that on the scale of 64 miles to the inch, then well advanced towards com- 
pletion, as a basis for the geological details. The scale is inconveniently 
small for all parts of the country that have been geologically mapped in 
any detail, and the mountain ranges have not been inserted ; so that many 
features discussed in the text are not indicated. But the most serious 
drawback is in the names of places. Many towns of importance are 
omitted, owing to the small scale ; and other names of interest, for pur- 
poses of geological description, such as those of fossil-localities, or of 
villages near important sections, are wanting. Nor is this all. The spelling 
of Oriental names is a well-known cause of perplexity ; and the confusion 
has been increased by the unfortunate circumstance that, while one sys- 
tem has been adopted by the Great Trigonometrical Surve)'', and employed 
in all the maps, including those of the detailed Topographical Surveys, 
issued by the Department, an entirely distinct system has been employed 
by the Revenue Survey, by whom the maps of all the best known parts of 
the country have been prepared. Under the first system, each letter in 
the Indian language is represented by a corresponding letter in the 
Roman character , diacritical marks and accents being employed to distin- 
guish such consonants or vowels in the latter as are required to represent 
two or more sounds, and the Italian or German sounds of the vowels 
being used, instead of the English, Under the second system, an attempt 
is made to represent the original sound by English spelling ; double vow- 
els being largely used, but no diacritical marks. The imperfection of the 
latter plan is manifest ; because, in the first place, the sounds, of the vow- 
els especially, in English, are variable, and incapable, in many cases, of 
representing those of Oriental languages ; and, secondly, the representation 
of the true names by supposed equivalents is arbitrary, depending chiefly 
on the ear, often very imperfectly trained, of the transcriber. When maps 
of large areas, as in the present case, are compiled, the mixture of names, 
spelt according to two different systems, is inevitable. The attempt at a 
general revision of the nomenclature, however desirable, would have 
in\olved serious delay. 

Of late, the Government has adopted a compromise in the question of 
spelling, and lists of the principal places in each province have been 
issued; the familiar and well-known names being spelt in the manner that 
has become customary by usage, whilst transliteration is employed in all 
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other cases, with the exception that no diacritical marks are used for 
consonants. This system is obligatory for all official publications ; and it 
has, consequently, been adopted in the present work. In some cases, 
however, the lists for particular provinces have not been published in time 
to be a\^ailable ; and in the following pages it is not unfrequently necessary 
to mention places not contained in the lists, and the proper vernacular 
pronunciation of which is unknown to the writers. In such cases, an at- 
tempt has been made to spell the name according to the recognised system ; 
but it is only fair to w'arn the reader that no dependence can be placed 
on many names of places, specially upon those in the south of India, when 
taken from old maps. 

In the preparation of the Map a large share has been taken by various 
Officers of the Geological Survey, all of whom have contributed. The 
colouring and printing have been carried out at the Surveyor Generals 
Office, under the superintendence of Captain Riddell, R.E., to whom the 
authors beg to express their obligations for the labour he has given to the 
work, and for the assistance he has afforded to them personally. 

In the plates of fossil plants and animals at the end of the work some of 
the most common and characteristic forms of organic remains found 
in India are represented. The plants have been selected and arranged by 
Dr. Feistmantel, and the tertiary Mammalia by Mr. Lydekker. All the 
plates are lithographed by Mr. Schaumburg, whose work will answer for 
itself. The majority of the figures are from original drawings, or from the 
** Palseontologia Indica the remainder are copied from other works ; but 
these copies have, in many cases, been compared with specimens. 
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T he first edition of the Manual of the Geology of India w as found to sup- 
ply a want so much felt that it soon went out of print, and for several 
years has only been procurable from the dealers in second-hand books. 
It had, besides, become out of date in many parts, and the Government of 
India decided that the time had come for the preparation of a new edition. 

So great have been the strides made in our knowledge of Indian 
Geology in the last fifteen years that it has been found possible to entirely 
change the arrangement of the book and to adopt the more scientific and 
orderly course of describing the rocks in chronological order, instead of 
breaking the book up into a series of descriptions of separate districts, 
as was found to be inevitable in the preparation of the first edition. 
There is not, unfortunately, everywhere the same certainty regarding the 
proper position in a chronological arrangement of particular groups of 
beds. Frequently the true homotaxis is unknown, and there is a conspicu- 
ous instance of the mistakes which may then be made, in certain rocks 
of the Arakan Yoma, which were supposed to be triassic at the date when 
this second edition was written, but have been shown to be eocene as the 
pages were passing through the press, and consequently rocks which 
should have been classed with the tertiary were described in the chapter 
devoted to the carboniferous and trias. 

Many districts have remained untouched since the publication of the 
first edition, and in all such cases, and wherever indeed no serious modifi- 
cations of the original text have been necessary, it has been allowed to stand 
practically as in the original publication. All these passages have been 
carefully revised and generally more or less condensed, while many minor 
alterations needful to adapt them to the altered scope and arrangement of 
the work have been made, as well as such alterations as have been neces- 
sary on account of the advance of our knowledge. In the table of contents 
the portions in which the first edition has been taken as the basis of the 
text are distinguished by a different type from that which refers to the 
portions which are new or have been entirely re-written. 

As there is now a special volume devoted to the economic aspects of the 
geology of India, not to mention the Dictionary of Economic Products and 
the Handbooks of Commercial Products of the Imperial Institute, it has 
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been decided to exclude all references to economic geology in this work. 
The references would necessarily have to be too brief for commercial pur- 
poses, while they would have confused the stratigraphical descriptions and 
increased the bulk of the volume. It is, therefore, better that these sub- 
jects should be relegated to the books specially devoted to them. 

For the rest, the remarks in the preface to the first edition, relative to 
the geographical basis of the Geological Map of India and the spelling of 
place names, still hold good. As regards the latter, the Imperial Gazetteer 
of India has been adopted as a standard by the Government of India and 
the Royal Geographical Society. The spelling in that work has conse- 
quently been followed, and as regards places not mentioned in that work 
the same system of spelling has been adopted so far as possible. The 
scale of the Geological Map adopted for this edition is smaller than that of 
the map issued with the first edition. It is hoped that the alteration will 
make the map more convenient to consult, while the amount of detail 
that can be exhibited remains practically the same, and the impossibility of 
finding a map showing all the places mentioned in the text has been 
rectified, so far as possible by an index of place names giving their geo- 
graphical co-ordinates. 

The date of the map will be seen to differ from that of the title-page 
of the book ; this is due to the fact that it was necessary to go to press 
with the map before the text was completed. The map consequently repre- 
sents the state of information available in the office of the Geological 
Survey on the 31st December 1891, while the text dates about four months 
later, and subsequent additions and corrections have been made in foot- 
notes up to the beginning of this year. 

Finally, I have to express my obligations for the help so readily ren- 
dered in the preparation of this work, specially to Prof. Suess, for the loan of 
the illustration block on p. 202, and to Dr. W. T. Blanford, who, in addi- 
tion to other assistance, has been good enough to read the proofs of the 
passages referring to the fossil tertiary and pleistocene mammalia. 
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(Ordiiia-> type refers to matter \\hlch has been adapted frdtn the first edition,) 

Heavy tjpe refers to matter which is new or entirely rewritten in the present edition.! 


CHAPTER I. 

PHTSICAL GEOGRAPHY. 

Limits of area treated, three great divisions, Indo-Gangetic alluvium (i), penin- 
sular^ extra-peninsular. Contrast of peninsular and extra-peninsular regions. Extra- 
peninsular rocks and peninsular structure west of Aravallis (2) ; extension of peninsular 
rocks into Assam hills and eastern Himalayas 5 nomenclature of Indian Hill ranges, 
difficulties. Peninsular mountain ranges (3!, merely remnants of plateaux isolated by 
erosion, Ardvallis the only important peninsular range composed of disturbed rocks (4), 
hills of Southern India possibly isolated by marine denudation, former continuity 
of hills of Central India, absence of connection between direction of peninsular 
mountains and disturbance of rocks (5), Ardvalli range an exception, but disturbance of 
great antiquity. Extra-peninsular ranges directly due to disturbance of rocks, difficulties 
of nomenclature (6), consideration of Himalayas postponed. Hills of western frontier, 
separation of Salt range, two principal directions of strike in hills west of Indus (7), 
hills of eastern frontier and Burma, Salt range and Assam Hills. Drainage system of 
extra-peninsular hills always crosses axes of special elevation (S), ‘‘tangis” of western 
frontier, gradual elevation of hills with occasional interruption of drainage. Simi- 
larity of hills on eastern frontier and differences introduced by climate. River system of 
Peninsula (9), easterly trend of drainage, antiquity of east and comparativer recent origin 
of west coast. Tertiary changes of extra-peninsular coast line, changes of level on 
peninsular coast. Sahyddri range, resemblance to sea clift (lo), Cre^nnoconchus allied to 
marine form. Subaerial erosion, elevation of the Konkan tertiary rather than post- 
tertiary. Possible isolation of Southern Indian hills by marine denudation. Supposed 
submerged cliff on Mekran coast, submerged forests of Bombay and Tinnevelli coast. 
Changes of level in Cutch and Arakan (ii}, in Andaman islands. Coral archipelagoes off 
west coast, erosion and accretion of land on east coast (1 2 ), in Cambay 5 silting up of Rann 
of Cutch ( 1 3), Evidence of glacial period, former extension of Himalayan glaciers, boulders 
of the Potwar. No physical proofs in the Peninsula, other evidence. Hirrdlayan plants 
and animals on higher hills of Southern India (14), migrarion not due to greater 
dampness (15). Volcanoes, Barren Island (16), Narcondam, Piippadoung (17) other 
extinct volcanoes of Upper Burma ; termination of the Sunda ch?in. Doubtful cases of 
volcanic eruption ; in Bay of Bengal (18), Lonar lake. Salses or mud volcanoes (19), 
Burma, Ramri and Cheduba(2o), ignition of maish gas by lightning (21), Assam, Baluch- 
istan (22,, 
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CHAPTER II. 

METAMORPHIC \ND CRYSTALLINE ROCKS. 

Great extent, imperfection of data available [23), gneissose rocks of two ages, older 
or Bundelkhand gneiss, leading characters and distribution, newer or banded gneiss 
appears to pass into transition rocks, doubtful validity of separation, a large part probably 
newer than Bundelkhand gneiss (24). La Croix suggests presence of groups Of successive 
origin in Southern Indian gneisses. Bundelkhand gneiss in Bundelkhand, characters (25), 
generally massive, schistose gneisses in southern portion of area (26), absence of 
limestone ; pegmatite veins, absence of accessory minerals, quartz reefs, absence 
in area of schistose gneiss (27), foliation of quartz reefs and occasional presence 
of serpentine; newer series of quartz veins; trap d3kes (28), nevier than quartz 
reefs; relation to newer rocks. Newer gneiss of Singrauli {'29). abundance of 
accessory minerals, well marked banding and foliation ('30I, quartz reefs, dome gneiss, 
comparative rarity of trap dykes, pegmatite veins {31). Chutia Ndgpur banded gneisses, 
relation to transition rocks of south-west Bengal; inliers of older gneiss, trap d^kes, 
unconform able junction with transition rocks. Gneisses of Talcher and Mahdnadi valley 
(32), schists and conglomerate in gneiss. Ndgpur and Nizam’s dominions. Gneisses of 
Nellore, Carnatic, massive gneisses, schistose gneisses (33), Bezwada gneiss containing 
Murchisonite. Mica mines at Inikurti (34). Gneiss of Southern Mardthi country and 
Bellaty; massive gneiss with granite intrusions, resemblance to Bundelkhand gneiss, quartz 
reefs and dykes {35), absence of limestone, and rarity of accessory minerals. Gneisses of 
the Konkan. South Malabar, three distinct forms (36), indications of successive origin. 
Wainid and Nflgins (37). l.imestone and granite intrusions in gneiss of Coimbatore and 
Trichinopoli. Salem district, magnesian schists (38), La Croix on Salem gneisses, South 
Arcot and Trichinopoli. Madura and Tinnevelli, supposed stratigraphical succession (39). 
Distribution and composition of ancient trap dykes in Southern India. Aravalli range, 
apparent passage from gneiss to transition rocks. Limestones and slates associated with 
gneiss near Jobat (40) Extra-peninsular gneissose rocks. Afghanistan Himalayas. 
Kashmir, supposed presence of gneiss of two ages, doubtful correctness of 
interpretation (41). True gneiss of Zanskar, Rupshu and Kumaun Himalayas Gneiss 
of Daijiling. Posphyritic gneissose granite, description (42). mode of intrusion, similar 
granite of Hazara, distribution in Hinidlayas (43), date of intrusion. White granite and 
syenite in Himalayas. Assam gneiss (44), outliers in Brahmaputra alluvium, and in Siwalik 
zone. Gneissose rocks of hills east of Burma, metalliferous veins (4s). Resume, imperfec- 
tion of data, antiquity of the Bundelkhand gneiss, othei gneisses largely newer, but in part 
due to deformation of the older gneiss (^46;. 


CHAPTER III. 

TRANSITION S\STtMS. 

Unfossiliferous older sedimentary rocks of Peninsula. Difficulty of classiScation, divi- 
sible into two, partly contemporaneous, groups systems. Newer may be classed as older 
palaeozoic, older as Transition (47), meamng attributed to the term. The Dharwar 
system, distribution, petrology (48), volcanic beds, and deformation of pebbles by com- 
pression, haematite schists and auriferous quartz reefs, unconforn ity to granitoid 
gneiss (49), apparent local passage into gneiss, relation to Cuddapahs, complete isolation 
of Dharwars, probable relation to transition systems of Central India, outlier of Dharwars 
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in Nellore (50), possible confusion with disturbed Cuddapahs. Bijdwar s}stem, uncon- 
formable to Bundelkhand gneiss, bottom beds (51) irregularity, total thickness, absence of 
disturbance in Bundelkhand, probable disturbance under iheVindhjan area. Beds 
at the Ken, sandstone and conglomerate associated ^\ith gneissose rock (52), possibly a 
metamorphosed arkose. Bijdwars of lower Narbadd valley, relation to gneiss ^53), 
exposures near Bdgh and Jobat, older sedimentary rocks associated with gneiss; 
outcrops in upper Narbadd valley (54), Bijdwars of Son-Narbadd watershed, metamor- 
phosed condition ; Son valley (55) an older system also seen ; section in Rer valley, 
abrupt junction of gneiss with Bijdwars, and passage into slates of the Rer valley (56), 
Transition rocks of Behar hills, disturbance (57), distinctness of boundary, metamor- 
phosed condition and parallelism of stratification with gneiss; less metamorphosed condi- 
tion of rocks in detached hills (58). Junction with gneissose rocks in the Shaikhpura ridge 
and at Luckeeserai, analogy to section in the Ken, probable equivalence of Behar transi- 
lions to Rer valley slates (59). bhillong series of Assam, resemblance to Behar transitions, 
two divisions, conglomerate at base of upper quartzites (60), relation to gneiss. Eruptive 
diorite and granite (61), mode of intrusion of the granite. Transition rocks of Manbhum 
and Singbhum (62), unconformity to gneiss inkers, associated eruptive rocks, metalliferous 
veins (63). Chilpi ghat or Sdletekri series of Central Provinces. Gwalior system, uncon- 
formity to Bundelkhand gneiss, distinctness from Bijdwars (64), Pdr sandstone and Morar 
group, absence of disturbance, original limitation (65), organic remains, volcanic rocks, 
porcellanic beds, (66) limestone beds, haematite shales, outlier at Hindaun, antiquity of 
the Gwalior system (67). Aravalli system, limitation and doubtful separation, apparent 
passage into gneiss, unconformably covered by the Delhi system, conglomerates near 
Udaipur (68), Jasper beds in Aravalli system, granite intrusions, Delhi system, distribution, 
subdivision (69), Alwar quartzite, Delhi system near Nimach, unconformity at base of Delhi 
series (70), reported passage into gneiss- Beds in contact with Gwaliors of Hindaun (71), 
post-Gwalior age of Delhi system ; fiesible sandstone. Chiniot and Kirdna hills, antiquity 
of rocks (72). Champaner beds, apparently belong to the Delhi system (73). Maldni series, 
felsites, doubtful age, formerly considered Lower Vindhyan, unconformity with Upper 
Vindhyans, resemblance to Aravalli felsites of Tosham (74), classed as transition. Possi- 
ble contemporaneity of part of Gwalior and Delhi systems with the Cuddapahs, relative 
ages of the txansltion systems. Eztra-peninsular area, Vaikrita system of Hundes and 
Spiti, schistose beds of Nepal (75). Daling series of Sikkim, apparent infraposition to 
gneiss, misleading appearance of section (76). 


CHAPTER IV. 

OLDER PALEOZOIC (CUDDAPAH AND VINDHTAN) SYSTEMS OP THE PENINSULA. 

Absence of fossils, nomenclature, age possibly in part contemporaneous with transition 
systems. Two principal areas. Southern India; Cuddapah system (77), extent, distur- 
bance of strata on east, Nallamalai range, subdivision (78), unconformities between 
different groups, boundaries of basin, original limit of deposition on west, Pdpaghni 
group, Gulcheru quartzite, contact with gneiss, basal conglomerates; Vempalli limestone 
( 79 h volcanic beds ; Cheyair group, two areas, Piilivendala subdivision, unconformity to 
Pdpaghni group, Nagari quartzites, basal conglomerate,Tadputri beds, volcanic rocks (80), 
porcellanic beds, Pullampet beds, pseudo-fossils ; Nallamalai group, Bairehkonda quart- 
zites, Cum bum slates (81), Eshwarakupam hill; Kistna group, Irlakonda quartzites, 
Kolamnala shales, Shrishalam quartzites. Kalddgi series, Cuddapah age, distribution 
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(82), relation to gneiss, subdivisions, disturbance (83). Kai nul scries, separation from 
Cuddapahs (84), subdivision ; Banaganpalli group, diamond gravels ; Jamalamadilgu 
group. Auk shales (85), Narji limestone ; Paniam group; Kundair group, Nandidl shales, 
Koil Kuntla limestones, supposed fossils, original limitation. Karnul series in the Palnad, 
diamond sandstone (86), difficulties of correlation, disturbance of the beds. Bhima series, 
subdivisions (87J, relation to metamorphics, basal diamond bearing (?) conglomerate, 
slight disturbance, breccia formed m situ, doubthil fossil (88), probable original continuity 
with Karnuls. Cttddapah outliers north of the Kistna. Pakhal series, subdivisions ; Pakhal 
division, resemblance to Cheyair group ; Albaka division (89). Pengangd beds, formerly 
regarded as lower Vindhyan, identified with Pakhal series and Cuddapahs (go) similarity 
of disturbance. Cuddapahs of Bastdr and Mahanadi valley. Sullavai series (gi) sub- 
divisions, relation to Pakhal series, regarded as Vindhyan. Barrier between Vindhyan 
and Cuddapah areas. Vindhyan system (92), origin of name, extent of deposits; lower 
Vindhyans, distribution (93), Son valley, Bundelkhand, and Chitor areas, outliers (94) ; 
subdivisions in Son vaPey, relation to gneiss, porcellanic and trappoid beds, Rohtas group 
(95); Bundelkhand area, subdivisions, general resemblance to Son valley rocks, Rohtas 
group recognised, silicious breed a (96), peculiar bottom rock of eastern portion of ex- 
posure, supposed nidus of the diamond (97). Original limitation of lower Viadhyans, 
overlap by upper Vindhyans in Bundelkhand, Chitor area, conformity of lower and upper 
Vindhyans, basal conglomerate. Doubtful propriety of uniting lower and upper Vindhy- 
ans {98), unconformity, nature of disturbance of lower Vindhyans, apparent conformity. 
Upper Vindhyans, subdivisions (99), general composition; Kdimur conglomerate, charac- 
teristics of the groups, diamonds (100), Bhander limestone, supposed fossils (loi), connec- 
tion between variations of subdivisions and boundaries of the basin, surface features of 
Vindhyan area, general absence of disturbance, local disturbance at Jhalra Pitan 
(102), Dhdr forest. Faulted boundary of the Vindhyans to the ArdvalUs, ana^og^ to 
main boundary of the Himalayas (103), analogy of Vindhyans to Gangetic alluvium and 
Siwiiliks,*age of the Aravalh mountains (104). Outliers of supposed upper Vindhyans 
in Bundelkhand, peculiarities and probable mode of origin (105). Vindhyans west of the 
Aravallis, relation to Aravalli mountains, glacial beds of Pokaran of doubtful Vindhyan 
age, relation to', Vindhyans of main area (106). Diamond bearing rocks of India, of 
approximately equallage, diamonds derivative, original source of the diamond (107). Re- 
sume, relative age of rock systems, probable equivalence of Gwalior and lower Cuddapah 
rocks (loS). 


CHAPTER V. 

OLDER PAL.ffiOZOIC SYSTEMS OP THE EXTRA-PENINSUL AR AREA. 

Marine fosslliferous deposits. Salt range, subdivisions (109I ; Salt marl, absence of 
stratification, salt and gypsum deposits, impurities of the salt, gypsum beds (no', sup- 
posed hypogene origin of the salt marl, appearance of intrusion (in), evidence not con- 
clusive. Kohat salt and gypsum, supposed age and origin, gypsum due to hydration of anhy- 
drite, anhydrite inclusions in quartz ciystals, general conclusions (i 12); Purple sandstone ; 
Neobolus teds, Cambrian fossils; Magnesian sandstone (113} ; Salt pseudomorph zone. 
Central Himalayas, classification of beds, Haimanta series (1 14), passage to Silurian, Silurian 
fossils (115). Cuter Himalayas, unfossiliferous slates mapped as Silurian, in part carboni- 
ferous ; Attoefc slates, trias and cretaceous fossils, Kashmir (i 16) ; Jaunsar series, volcanic 
beds, resemblance to Haimantas ; Deoban limestone, distribution (117). Supposed 
organic remains ; Baxa scries ; Devonian fossils in Thibet ; Silurian of Burma (118). 



CONTENTS 


XV 


CHAPTER VL 

CARBONIFEROUS AND TRIASSlC ROCKS OF EXTRA-PENINSULAR INDll. 

Passage between palsozoic and mesozoic. Salt range (119), glacial boulder bed, 
fragments derived from the south, facetted pebbles (120), Australian fauna, upper carboni- 
ferous age (i2t), distribution of fossils in Productus beds (122), speckled sandstone- 
Productus beds, classification (123) ; lower Productus beds, change of fauna, absence of 
Autralian forms, European affinities (124), perm o-carboniferous age, changes of land and 
sea, Salt range fossils in China ; middle Productus beds (125), relationships of fauna, 
appearance of mesozoic types (126); upper Productus beds, permian facies of fauna, pale- 
ozoic ammonites (127} ; Chidru group, great change of fauna, abundance of mesozoic types ; 
probable age. Trias of Salt range (i2Sj. Central Himalayas, crinold limestone, possible 
glacial beds (129), Kuling series. Trias, subdivisions, lower trias (130), supposed rhaetic 
and lias, provisional character of conclusion (131), paleontological l^eak between Silurian 
and carboniferous, absence of rhetic and lias. Carbonaceous system of Simla Himalayas, 
Simla slates (132), Blaini group, glacial boulder beds, infra-Krol carbonaceous slates (133), 
Krol or Boileaugunj quartzites, felspathic grits of western Garhwal. Upper carbonaceous 
slates. Volcanic beds. Kashmir carboniferous (i34)» glacial boulder bed, carbonaceous 
slates and volcanic rocks, fossils (135), affinities of fauna; Trias. General similarity to car- 
bonaceous system and contemporaneity of origin (136) ; connection of Simla and Kashmir 
areas, absence of fossils south of snowy range. Former correlation of the Blaini groups 
consequent errors (137). Supposed trias fossils in Simla district. Outliers in Kagan. 
Hazara, carboniferous, infra-trias of Sirban Mountain ( 138), Tanol series, Trias of Hazara. 
(i39)« Carbon trias of Pir Panjal and Dhaoladh^r, inliers of limestone in tertiary zone. 
Karakoram range, Syringosphaera\it,6i& (140), Afghi-nist^ and Suldimdn range. Supposed 
carboniferous of Tenasserim. Maulmain group (141). Limestone of Tenasserim and 
Mergui Archipelago. Uxifossiliferons slates of doubtful age ; Khwaja Amran range, not 
tertiary (143), serpentine intrusions, Trias fossils in Baluchistan ; Arakan Yoma 1144}, axial 
beds, supposed triassic age; .rince proved to be nummulitic (i44)» Negrais rocks, description 
(145), serpentine intrusions (146), distribution. Manipur (i47)» resemblance to rocks of 
Sin^a area. Disang group of upper Assam (14S). 


CHAPTER VII. 

THE GONDWlNA SYSTEM, 

Origin of name, extra-peninsular outcrops (149), distribution in the Peninsula. Fluvi- 
atile origin (150), possible lacustrine origin of the Talchir group, relations to older and newer 
rocks (151)' Connection of outcrops with existing river valleys U52), faulted boun- 
daries (153), supposed deposition against cliffs, evidences of disturbance (154). Barrenness 
of Gondwana rocks, contrast of lower and upper Gondwdna floras (155), classification 
of the Gondwdna rocks (156). Talchir group, glacial boulder bed (157), glaciated rock 
surfaces in Penganga valley, trappoid beds, resistance to weathering (15S), flexible 
sandstone, fossils, possible lacustrine origin (159)9 evidence of existence of glaciers. 
Karharbari group, separation from Damudas (i6j), description, conformity with Talchirs, 
distribution (16 1), fossil plants. Damuda series, subdivisions (162), flora (163); Bara- 
kar group characteristics, structure of the coal (164), Ball coal, relation to Talchirs; 
Ironstone shales (165) ; Raniganj group (166) ; Damudas of Sdtpura area, Motiir group, 
Bijori group (167), flora. Goddvari valley and Chhatisgarh, Kdmthi group (168), 
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description and flora, Mdngli beds ( 169), fossils. Almod group. Pdnchet group (170), 
fossils (171). Mahddeva series, Pachmarhi group (172), Denwa and Bdgra groups (173), 
other exposures of Mahadeva rocks. Dubrdjpur group (i 74 )> Rajmahal series, volcanic 
rocks (175^, foci of eruption, dykes of Raj mahdl age (176J, original extent of volcanic 
rocks; interval between Damuda and Rdjmahal periods ; flora of the Rdjmahdl group 
(177)^ contrast between Damuda and Rajmahdl floras ; outliers on east coast, Athgarh 
basin (17S), Ellore area, subdivisions, flora of the Golapilli group (179) Ragavapuram 
and Tripetty groups (180), marine fossils and range in time; Ongole area, three-fold 
division, equivalent to groups of Ellore area (181) ; Sripermatur and Sattavedu groups; 
Trichinopoli area (182) ; flora of the outliers (183) ; comparison with other groups. Kota- 
Maleri groups (184.), fauna and flora (185), presence of a Panchet fossil, correlation with 
the Denwa group. Chikiala group (186). Jabalpur group, flora (187), relative age. 
Umia group (1S8), flora of the Umia and Katrol groups ; Kathiawar plant beds (189), 
relation of Kathiawar and Umia beds to Jabalpur group (190). 


CHAPTER VIII. 

HOMOTAXIS CF THE GONDW^NA SYSTEM. 

Controversy now extinct (191), affinities of the Damuda and Rajmahal flora (192). 
Heterogeneous character of the floras, difficulty of determining relationship of fossil plants. 
Alliances of the PiLochet flora (.193) of the Umia and Jabalpur floras (194), palaeontological 
contradiction in the Umia group. Affinities of the Gondwana faunas (1957, Gondwana 
fora in Tongking ( 1 96> Gondwanas of Afghanistan (19;). Coal measures of Australia. 
Bacchus marsh teds, glacial origin, correlated with Talchir beds ; sequence in New South 
Wales, marine carboniferous (ig8), glacial boulder beds, contemporaneous with Bacchus 
marsh beds, flora of the Stony creek and Newcastle beds (199), affinities with the Damuda 
floras, equivalence of Newcastle and Barakar groups. Hawkesbury group, recurrence of 
cold (200), indications of cold in the Panchet group, probable equivalence. South Africa, 
Karoo series (207), characters and distribution (202), classifleation, Karbarbari and Damuda 
plants in the Ecca and Beaufort floras, glacial boulder bed in Ecca group (203}, reptilian 
faima of the Beaufort beds, Australian facies of Stormberg flora (204), Uitenhage series, 
affinities with Rajmahal flora (2<)5). Correlation of the rock groups, equivalence and upper 
carboniferous age cf the glacial beds and of the Barakar, Beaufort, and Newcastle groups, 
permo-carboniferous age (206), Panchet, Stormberg, and Hawkesbury beds, trias. R 4 jmah£i 
group, doubtful age (207), minor uncertainties of the correlation (208;, range in time of the 
Gondwana system. Evidence of a former land connection with Africa (209^, close connection 
of Gondw^a and African floras necessitates land connection (210), evidence of marine 
provinces in jurassic and cretaceous periods; bearing on doctrine of permanence of 
oceanic areas (211), and on the constitution of the earth’s interior. Probable changes of 
latitude, carboniferous glacial beds within the tropics (212), recent evidence of secular 
changes of latitude (2 13), Fisher’s theory of the constitution of the earth (214). 


CHAPTER IX. 

Marine Jurassic Rocks. 

Absence m peninsular area. Cutch (215), general distribution and subdivision (216), 
classification (217); Patcham group (218); Chari group, subdivisions, macrocephalus 
beds (219), Dhosa oolite, general distribution (220), relations of the Cephalopoda ; Katrol 
group (221), Kantkot sandstone, distribution and relation of the Cephalopoda (222), Umia 
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group, general description (223), palseontological conlradiclion between fluia and fauna 
(224), upper oolitic age. Correspondence of horizons with Europe (225), general results 
of the examination of the Cutch Cephalopoda, Jurassic rocks of Western Rajputana 
(226), B^lmer sandstone, Jaisalmer limestone, Bedesar and Parihar groups (227). Abiir 
group or Kuchri ammonite bed. Salt range, connection in Cutch jurassics (228). Hima- 
layas, Spiti shales, Giumal sandstone, Jurassics of Hazara (229). Doubtful jurassics of 
Western Garhwal, Tal beds. (230.) 


CHAPTER X. 

jSJarine cretaceous rocks of the Indian Peninsula. 

History (231), distribution and relation to other rocks (232), classification. Utatur 
group, general description (233), coral reefs, littoral character of upper beds, derivation 
of sediment from the north (234), fossil W’ood, distribution, fauna (235), middle cre- 
taceous, presence of older forms 5 Trichinopoli group, general description, granitic 
pebbles (236), source of the pebbles, littoral character of deposits, unconformable to Uta- 
tur group (237), distribution, fauna, jurasslc types (23S); Ariyalur group, possible sub- 
division (239), conformity to Trichinopoli group, distribution (240), relation to older and 
newer rocks, mode of formation, richness of fauna {241), upper cretaceous age, Jurassic 
tvpes, abundance of gasteropoda, occurrence of Megalosaurus an oolitic reptile (243). 
Richness of South Indian cretaceous fauna (243), palseontological anomalies, creta- 
ceous fossils of Sripermatur (244); distribution of invertebrate fossils, in the groups 
(245). Affinities of fauna wdth Kh 4 si hills cretaceous fauna (246), and with South African 
cretaceous fauna (247), former continuity of coast line. Western India, Bagh beds 
(248), general description, nodular limestone, Deola and Chirdkhdn marl, coralline lime- 
stone (249), fauna of the groups (250), correlation, Cenomanian age, contrast to fauna of 
South Indian cretaceous (251), larg^e proportion of European forms, cre*^aceoiis fauna of 
Arabia, contrast with South African fauna (253^, a land barrier between the marine prov- 
inces. Nimar sandstone, doubtful cretaceons age, possibly Mahadeva Wadhwan sand- 
stones of Kathiawar C253), equivalence with Nimar sandstones, and age. Stratigraphicai 
relation to Deccan trap (254). 


CHAPTER XL 

Deccan Trap. 

Extent (255), name, peculiarities of scenery (256), vegetation, petrology, abundance 
of amygdaloids (257), columnar structure, volcanic ash (258), bole beds, mineral constitu- 
ents (259), secondary minerals, zeolites (260), horizontality of bedding, thinnt ss of separ- 
ate flows (261), sedimentary beds, thickness of the series (262). Lameld group, general 
description (263), relations to underlying rocks, and to overlying trap, distribution, rarity 
of fossils (264), fauna. Interlrappeans (265), general description {2(61, alternation with 
traps, small extent of individual beds, distribution (267), fossils, fre^ water origin. 
Rdjdmahendri outcrops (268), infratrappean, fossils, relation cretaceous of Southern Indian 
marine origin, doubtful correlation with Lametd group (269), intertrappeans, description 
fossils, estuaiine origin (270), relationship of fauna. Interlrappeans of Bombay, position 
in trap series (271), confined to uppermost beds, description (272) fossils, deposited in 
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marshes (273). Origin of the traps, characteristics of subaqueous eruptions, abseniie 
of stratified ash beds, or marine organisms in the Deccan traps (274;. Uneven sur- 
face of underlying rocks, subasrial erosion of B^gh beds, fresh water origin of inter- 
stratihed sedimentary beds (275), hypothesis of subaqueous origin in a large lake rejected 
(276), difficulty of accounting for horizontality. Sources of eruption, evidence of ash 
beds, distribution of dykes (277), Rdjpipla hills, supposed vents in the Konkan, trachytic 
cores C278), distribution of dykes outside trap area (279), lavas flowed far from their 
sources. Age of the Deccan trap, unsatisfactory evidence of Rdjdmahendri beds, inter- 
trappean fauna (280), relation to eocene of France and Laramie of America, relation to 
cretaceous of Narbadd valley (281) and to tertiary in Surat, Culch, and Sind, general 
conclusion (282). Recapitulation, history of the Deccan trap period (283). 


CHAPTER XII. 

CRETACEOUS ROCKS OF THE EXTRA PENINSULAR AREA. 

Continuity of cretaceous and tertiary deposits, breaks in the succession only local. Iso« 
lated exposures of lower cretaceous rocks (285)* Cutch, Chichdli pass, Hazara. Cretaceous 
of Sind (286), Hippurite limestone (287), Carditaheaumonti beds (288), age, volcanic beds* 
Baludhistan (289), Hippurite limestone, Belemnite beds, unconformity, Dunghan group (290)* 
palmontological anomaly of fauna ; section near Kheldt (291) ; Snlaiman range. Petroleum 
(292). Afghanistan, Kandahar section, volcanic beds, basic (293), and syenitic intrusions . 
Turkistdn section. Central Himalayas, Chikkim series (294). lliibet. Assam, Khdsi hills, 
coal beds, Chera sandstone (295), original limitation, Gdro hills, Jaintia hills (296). Arakan 
Yoma, Ma-i group, rocks included and extent. Supposed cretaceous of Tenasserim (297)' 


CHAPTER XIII. 

TERTIARY DEPOSITS [excluding those of the Himalayas), 

Peninsular tertiar> confined to west coast. Travancore (299). Ratnigiri. Surat and 
Broach, lalerite beds (300), nummulites, upper gravelly beds (301^ no nummulites. Ter- 
tiary of extra-peninsular area, difference between upper and lower. Tertiaries of Sind, classi 
fication (3027. Rdnfkot group, description (303) age; Baluchistan ared, Gbazij group* 
Pseudo-conglomerate (302), coal seams, original limitation ; conformity of tertiary with 
cretaceous. Kfrthar group in Sind (305), Rohri hills, local unconformity to Rdiiikot group, 
change of character to the south (306), relation to Ranfkot, evidence of the tchinoderms • 
Baluchistan area, Spintangi group, nodular structure, gypsum beds (307) ; outliers in Western 
Rajptttdna. Nari group in Sind, subdivision (308), possible original limitation, change 
of character lo the south (309), possible fluviatile origin of upper Ndri, age, exposures in 
Baluchistdn (310). Gdj group in Sind, absence of nummulites, passage into Manchhar 
series, change of character to the south (311), general conformity and local unconformity. 
Ndri group, fossils (312). Manchhar series, equivalent to Siwdliks, subdivision, differ- 
ence between lower and upper (3i3)> local unconformity to lower beds, general conformity, 
marine beds to the south (314), distribution 5 Mekran group (315), fossils, probable marine 
equivalent of the Manchhars. Fossils of the Ivianchhar series (316), character of the 
veitebrate fauna (317)* Baluchistan area, unconformity between Siwdlik and nununulitiCf 
Siwdliks of the Quetta valley plains, disturbed river gravels (318), vertebrate, and aberrant 
fresh water molluscan, fossils in Bugti hills. Tertiaries of Cutch (319). relation to Deccan 
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trap, classification (320) 5 sub-nummulitic group 5 gypseous shales ; nummulitic limestone 
(321) ; arenaceous group ; argillaceous group, eqai valent to Gdj ; upper tertiary (332), 
Kathiawar, eocene Outcrops, miocene beds, upper tertiaries of Perim islaad(323). Mammalian 
fauna, Dwaxkd beds (324). J^fghdn Turkistan. Kohdt tertiaries, classification (325^, rock 
salt and gypsum (326), difference from Salt range Salt Marl, nummulitic beds (327), upper 
tertiaries. Eocene volcanic beds of Thai. Assam, Garo hills nummulitic (328', increase 
of limestone to the east ; Khdsi hills, Cherapunji coal (329), relation to cretaceous fossils 
(330)* s limit of deposition, easterly extension of nummulltics. Coal measures of upper 
Assam ^331), probable eocene age. Upper tertiaries. Giro hills, marine beds (332), disturb- 
ance, outliers on high ground (333), Nagi and Manipur hills, upper Assam (334) Dis- 
tribution of upper tertiaries, original extent, special upheaval in Manipur (335)* Tertiaries 
of Burma, classification, nummulitics (336;, general description (337), coal bed, exposures 
west of the Arakan Voma; Pegu group (338), Sitsyahn shales, Prome beds, volcanic bed, 
extent ('339) possible cretaceous inliers, possible representative west of Arakan Yoma. 
Fossil wood group (340), fossil wood, vertebrate fossils (341). shark's teeth, probable fresh 
water origin, former extension (342) ; Upper Burma, volcanic outbursts. Tertiary coal 
bearing beds of Tennasserim (3 43). Andaman and Nicobar islands, Archipelago series 
( 344 )- 


CHAPTER XIV. 

Tertiaries or the HimIlayas (including the Norik- West^yn Punjab)^ 

Two areas, central and outer Himaiajras. Indus valley, glacial beds (3^5). doubtful 
tertiary age, nummulitic limestone, volcanic beds i346>, original extension, outliers; 
(.^47), tertiaries of Hundes. Doubtful tertiaries north of Sikkim. Outer Himalayas (34S), 
classification, Sirmur series, Subathu group (349) ferruginous bottom bed. relation to 
older rocks; Dagshdi group (350), Kasauli group, passage from marine to fresh water 
conditions ; Subathu inliers of Jammu hills (351) Salt Range tertiaries, nummulitic 
limestone, Cordita heaumonti beds. Hill nummulitic limestone of Hazara (352), inliers 
in newer tertiaries. Correlation of Eocene beds, east and west of the Jehlam (35^). Salt 
range nummulitics older than Subathu, unconformity at top of Salt range nummulitic lime- 
stone, possible equivalence to hill nummulitic limestone, older than Subathu • 354). Murree 
beds, age, mammalian fossils from supposed Murree beds ( 3551 - Siwalik series ; lower 
Siwaliks. Nahan group 336), lithological similarity to Dagshai group, distinctness, limi- 
tation (357), fossils; middle and upper Siwaliks, subaerial origin of Siwaliks (358) thickness. 
Age of the Siwdlikb, Molluscan (359) and mammalian fauna,pleistocene and miocene types, 
general character of fauna (361), large proportion of recent mixed with miocene genera 
(362), evidence of reptiles, fishes, and birds, pliocene age (363); relation to Manchharfauna 
of Sind. Pikermi beds (364), fauna, affinities to Siwdlik, miocene species (365), pliocene 
age. Migration of miocene mammals of Europe to Africa (367), and to India, non-exist- 
ence of Himalayas m miocene period. Relation of Siwdlik to recent fauna, disappear- 
ance of dominant types (367),;.influence of the glacial period. 


CHAPTER XV. 

Laterite. 

Laterite, importance, order of description (369). composition, character (370), scoria- 
ceous aspect (37i),lithomarge, detrital nature, recementation, barrenness (372). High level 
and low level laterite, distinction of distribution, no distinction of character (373), difficulty 
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of ascertaining detrital or non-dclrital origin of iaterite. Distribution of high level late- 
rite (374.), Iaterite of Rajmahal hills (375), denudation and antiquity of the high level 
Iaterite (37^, distribution of low level Iaterite (378), origin of Iaterite, chemical change, 
transference of iron oxide, hypothesis of origin by alteration of basalt (379)^ passage of 
basalt into Iaterite, deficiency of iron in basalt (3S0), absence of amygdules in Iaterite, only 
certain lava flows capable of alteration into Iaterite, hypothesis not universally applicable 
(3S1), difficulties of supposing sedimentary origin, resistance to denudation, detrital origin 
of Bu» ’elkhand Iaterite (382), former continuity high level Iaterite of Bundelkhand and 
the Deccan. Laterite of Malabar, vesicular variety (383I, pellety variety of detrital origin, 
vesicular laterite formed in situ. Iron ores of Ulster, hypothesis of origin in marshes by 
action of vegetation (384). Summary of theories, definition of laterite, laterite partly formed 
ty decomposition of underlying rocks, difficulties, large proportion of iron (385), time an 
clement in its formation, thickness of some patches due to deposition in marshes, climatic 
conditions of formation (386), Geological age in part tertiary (387), partly still being 
formed. Laterite of east coast, not true laterite, mode of origin, stone implements (388), 
post tertiary origin, denudat'on, antiquity (389). 


CHAPTER XVI. 

Pleistocene and recent deposits {exclusive of the I ndo-G an getic alluvium). 

Extent, difficulty of separation from tertiary (391), classification. Cuddalore sand- 
stones, extent (392), fossil wood, age and origin C393), Warkelli beds, possibly tertiary (394). 
Miliolite of Kdthiawar. Cave deposits (395). Alluvial deposits, valley plains of Narbadd 
and Tdpti, alluvium of eastward flowing rivers (396), Narbada alluvium (397), occupies a 
rock basin, fossil fauna (398), stone implement, relations of fauna (309), fluviatile origin 
(400) ; Tdpti and Puma alluvium, salt wells. Goddvari alluvial gravels (401), fossils, 
Kistna alluvium (402), fossils and flint implements ; diamond gravels ; East Coast allu- 
vium /403), sub-fossil shells, thickness, ligate at Pondicherri (404), submerged forest 
at Vilimukam; smooth water anchorages of West Coast (405); alluvium of West 
Coast (406), submerged forest at Bombay, coastal alluvium of Narbada and 
Tapti (407) ; Gujardt and Kdthidwdr, liitoral concrete (408). Lake deposits. Soils (409), 
red soil; Reguri^io), composition (411), fertility, distribution (412I, theories of origin 
(414). Peat. Blown sand (415), Teri or red sandhills. Extra-peninsular area ; hills west 
of the Indus (416). disturbed sufcrecent beds, gravel fans, the Karez (417), loess, pseudo- 
lacustrine deposits, Potwdr alluvium, erratic blocks (418), raised Indus gravels, floods of 
the Indus (419), fossils in alluvium. Himdlayasj Kashmir, Karewas (420) ; Nepal (42 1). 
Hunde, mammalian fauna (422). Eastern hills, Manipur, upper Chiadwin valley (423). 
Burma, Engdain tract tf older alluvium {424) Irawadi delta (425.) 


CHAPTER XVIL 

The Indo-Gangetic plain. 

Extent (427), unity of Gangetic and Indus plains, no evidence of marine conditions in 
Upper India (429), probable recent presence of sea in Sind (430), older and newer allu- 
vium (431). Thickness of alluvium (432), Calcutta boring, pebbles, peat bed (433) : Borings 
at Lucknow (434b Agra, Umballa, Sabsalkot ( 435 )* Fossils in Jumna alluvium, 
Explanatiun of the terms kankar (436), bhabar ( 437 )» ^ordi, bhdngar, hhddar, bhur (438), 
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Alluvium of the Brahmaputra in Assam (434). Delta of the Ganges and Brahmaputra, 
windings of rivers {410^, backwardness of eastern delta, change of course of the 
Brahmaputra (441), ‘swatch of no ground.* The Madhupur jungle (442), age of the 
Ganges delta, former continuity of Gangetic and Punjab rivers (443). Alluvium of 
Upper India (444), cause of distinction between bhangar and hhdiar (445), course of the 
Ganges (440), changes of level. Reh or Kalar, origin of Reh salts (447), cause of con- 
centration, influence of canals. Salt w^ells (448). Alluvium of the Punjab ; lost river of 
the Indian desert (44QJ» former independent course of the Sutlej, the Saraswati of the 
Vedas (450) 5 recent origin of the Khadar. Alluvium of the Indus in Sind, passage of the 
Indus through hills at Sukkur (451), changes in the course of the Indus. Indus delta 
(452). Rann of Cutch (153). changes of level (454). Desert of western Rajputana, two 
types of sandhills (455)i longitudinsd type (456), origin, derivation of the s:.nd (457^ 
Other tracts of sandhills (458). 


CHAPTER XVIir. 

THE AGE AND ORIGIN OF THE IIIMiLAY\S. 

Geographical limitation of the Himalayas, views regarding their orography (459), moun- 
tain chains of the north-west termination (460^ main range probably an aggregate of 
separate chains. Three orOgraphicat regions, Tibet (461], snowy range and lower Hima- 
layas, Sub-Himalayas, lesser elevation due to lesser upheaval (462). Drainage system, 
rivers cross main range, cause, cutting back of transverse vall^ direct evidence. 
Stratigraphical zones correspond with orographical (464), Tertiaries of the sub-Himd- 
layas, distribution (465), local conformities and unconformities (466), formed during disturb- 
ance; the main boundary fault (467] an original limit of deposition (468) ; sub-montane 
recent deposits, relation to present river valleys, a similar relation in upper Siwaliks 
(469} ; Himalayas existed in pliocene times. Siwaliks deposited in an area of subsidence, 
encroachment of hills on area of deposition (471). Fisheris Iheoiy of mountain formation, 
modification in the case of the Himalayas, agreement with observed facts (472). Theory 
tested, evidence of the borings (476). Himalayas aon-eadsteat in eocene period {477), 
absence of conglomerates in lower Siwaliks (47S), tertiary age of the Himalayas, evidence 
of the Tibetan fauna (479). Opposing views ; greater antiquity, Middlemiss, successive 
boundaries of the Sub-Himfilayas (481), comparative disturbance of tertiaries and older 
rocks, transverse str.ke (482), definition of the age of the Himalayas, disturbance in Hima- 
layan rocks partly pre- Himalayan, recent origin, Howorth (483), supposed absence of 
glaciation, reason for absence of ice sheet {484I, post tertiary increase of height, differentia' 
movements of surface, evidence of Hundes plristocene fossils (4S5), desiccation of Tibetan 
lakes, origin of Tibetan lakes (486), Himalayas at their maximum development. Sup- 
posed connection between sedimentation and mountain ranges (487)* sedimentary deposits 
of the north-west Himalayas, absence in Eastern Himalayas (488), divergence in two 
areas, position and elevation of the Himalayas not due to sedimentation (4S9). 


CHAPTER XIX. 

GEOLOGICAL HISTORY OF THE INDIAN PENINSULA. 

References to changes of land and sea in previous chapters. Earliest periods, ob- 
scurity, an ancient land surface, changes of land and sea (490', none of the main features 
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OP 

THE GEOLOGY OF INDIA 


CHAPTER I. 
PHYSICAL GEOGRAPHY. 


Scope of the work — Threefold division of British India — Contiast betueen extra-peninsular and 
peninsular areas — Mountain ranges of the Peninsula — Extra-peninsular mountain ranges 
— Drainage of extra-peninsular ranges — River system of the Peninsula — Evidence of 
changes of level in the Peninsula — Changes of coast line — Glacial epoch in India— 
Volcanoes — Doubtful cases of volcanic action — SaEes, or mud volcanoes. 

T he limits of the area, whose geology Is treated of in this book, coincide 
with the limits of the jurisdiction of the Governor-General of India. In 
some few cases references to the geology of adjoining countries will be 
found, but such are not many, and are all imperfect as they depend on 
observations which were made during hurried traverses and under cir- 
cumstances precluding the idea of detailed geological work. In spite of 
these drawbacks the results have often been important, interesting and 
impossible to ignore, but there is generally less reason to congratulate 
ourselves on the knowledge obtained of countries across the border than 
to deplore our ignorance of large tracts within it. 

The general shape and principal features of British India, the great 
triangular promontory with the pear-shaped island of Ceylon south-east of 
its extremity, the great range of the Himalayas to the north, and the large 
area of Burma to the east, running down into the narrow strip of Tenasserim 
along the east coast of the Bay of Bengal, are well enough known, as well 
as the principal political divisions of the empire. But, for geological pur- 
poses, the important point to be noticed is the threefold division of this 
area into, the great Indo Gangetic alluvial plain, comprising the Punjab 
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and Hindustan proper, ^^ith Bengal and the eastern prolongations up the 
> alleys of the Brahmaputra and the Bdrak ; 27 idy the triangular area of the 
Peninsula, lying to the south ; and jraf, the extra-peninsular area, compris- 
ing the hilly countiy ^^est, north, and east of the Indo-Gangetic plain. 

Nor is this division an arbitrary one. The geological history of the pen- 
insular and extra-peninsular areas has been radically different. Since 
the latter end of the palaeozoic era the former appears to have been an 
area of dry land ; no sedimentary formations of marine origin have been 
found except near the present sea coasts, and there they thin out against 
the older rocks on which they rest, in a manner suggesting that the shore 
line cannot have been very far removed from the present position of the 
coast when they were being deposited. In the extra-peninsular area, on 
the other hand, marine deposits range through the palaeozoic and mezozoic 
eras, and only in the latter part of the tertiary period is there any great 
development of deposits formed on dry land. 

Structurally too the two areas differ greatly. The Peninsula has under- 
gone no great compression since the close of the palaeozoic era, and the 
beds all lie at low angles of dip. In the extra-peninsular area the con- 
ditions are totally different; the rocks have everywhere undergone great 
compression and disturbance since the commencement of the tertiary 
period, a disturbance which ranges in degree from the comparatively 
legular, though high dipping, folds of the Baldchistan and Punjab hills, to 
the complicated overfolds and thrust faults of the Himalayas. 

Ihis difference in geological history finds its expression in the differ- 
ence of the present contours of the two areas. In the extra-peninsular 
area we have mountain ranges which coincide with regions of special eleva- 
tion, that is, the courses of the principal chains, and often of the minor 
ridges, are governed by their structure and are the direct result of the 
compression, and consequent disturbance and elevation they have under- 
gone. As a result of this, the valleys are deep, narrow, and steep-sided, 
ttie rivers and streams rapid and torrential in their nature, and, as a 
rule, evidently actively at work in deepening their valleys. In the penin- 
sular area, on the other hand, the mountains are all remnants of large 
table-lands, out of which the valleys and lowr lands have been carved. The 
valleys, with a few local exceptions, are broad and open, the gradients of 
the rivers low, and the wdiole surface of the country presents the gently 
undulating aspect characteristic of an ancient land surface. 

Such, broadly speaking and subject to some minor exceptions, are the 
contrasting characteristics of the two areas. In the country lying vest 
of the Ardvaliis, between them and the Indus, there is a tract of geo- 
graphically debateable ground, which exhibits a combination of the 
characteristics of the two areas. The rocks exposed are very largely 
secondary and tertiary beds of marine origin, agreeing in this with those of 
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the extra-peninsular area, \^liile in their low undulating dips and absence 
of any marked degree of disturbance, they approach the type of the penin- 
sular area. On the noith-east again beds, belonging to formations \shich 
are characteristically peninsular, are found in the Himalayas of Sikkim 
and north of the Assam valley and in the hills intervening between the 
Brahmaputra and Bdrak rivers. We will find the explanation of these ex- 
ceptions to the geological contrast between the two areas in the great 
structural disturbances which took place during the tertiary period, and 
profoundly modified the outlines of that ancient land surface of which 
the Peninsula proper is but a remnant. 

The nomenclature of Indian mountain ranges is still a difficulty, it being 
a rare exception that any definite term is applied to a mountain chain, 
throughout its extent, by the people of the country. In many parts of India 
peaks and passes have names, but the ranges have none and, even if names 
exist, their application is not unfrequently vague. Thus, the ancient name 
of ^ Vindhya,’ applied to the hills separating Hindustan proper or the Gan- 
getic country from the Deccan (Dakshin or south), has now, by common 
consent, been restricted to the hills north of the Narbadd, but it appears 
almost certain that the term originally applied also to the ranges now known 
as S^tpura, south of the river, and it is very probable that the latter hills were 
more especially indicated by the term “ Vindhya^^ than the former. The 
term ‘^Sitpura again was of very indefinite application and probably in- 
cluded other ranges besides that to which it is now restricted. The names 
here applied are those employed by the latest writers on Indian geography, 
but some of them are by no means generally adopted on maps. 

The most important mountain ranges of the Peninsula are the Sahyadri, 
or Western Ghits, running along the western coast from the T^pti river to 
Cape Comorin, at the southern extremity of the Peninsula ; the Sdtpura, 
running east and west on the south side of the Narbada valley, and 
dividing it from the drainage areas of the Tipti to the westward, and the 
Godivari to the eastward ; and the Aravalli, striking nearly south-west to 
north-east, in Rijputdna. The so-called Vindh}an range, north of the 
Narbada, and the eastern continuation of the same north of the Son valley, 
known as the Kiimur range, are merely the southern scarps of the Vindhyan 
plateau comprising Indore, Bhopal, Bundelkhand, etc. The plateaux of 
Hazdribigh and Chutii Nagpur (Chota Nagpore) in south-western Bengal 
appear to form a continuation to the eastward of the Sitpura range, but 
there is no real connection betvreen these ele\ ations and the Sitpura chain. 
They are formed of different rocks and there is no similaiity in the geo- 
logical history of the two areas, so far as it is known. In many maps a 
range of mountains is shown along the eastern coast of the Peninsula, and 
called the Eastern Ghits. This chain has not the same unity of structure 
or outline as the Western Gh^ts. It is composed to the southward of the 
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south-eastern scarp of the south Mysore plateau, on the east of the Yella- 
konda range along the eastern margin of the Cuddapah transition basin, 
and further north of the south-eastern scarp of the Bastdr-Jaipur pla- 
teau, north-west of Vizagapatam, and of several short isolated ridges of 
metamorphic rocks, separated from each other by broad plains and having 
in reality but little connection with each other. There are also several 
minor ranges, such as the Rijmabil hills in western Bengal, the Indhyidri 
between the TSpti and Godavari, the NaVamalai (Nullamullay) near Cud- 
dapah, north-west of Madras, and the little metamorphic plateaux, such 
as the Shevaroys, Pachamalai, etc., scattered over the low country of 
the Carnatic, south-west of Madras. 

The peculiarity of all the main dividing ranges of India is that they 
are merely plateaux, or portions of plateaux, which have escaped denudation. 
There is not throughout the length and breadth of the Peninsula, with the 
possible exception of the Ardvalli, a single great range of mountains 
that coincides with a definite axis of elevation, not one, with the exception 
quoted, is along an anticlinal or synclinal ridge. Peninsular India is, in 
fact, a table-land worn away by sub-aerial denudation, perhaps to a 
minor extent on its margins by the sea, and the mountain chains are 
merely the dividing lines, left undenuded between different drainage areas. 
The Sahyidri range, the most important of all, consists to the northward 
of horizontal or nearly horizontal strata of basalt and similar rocks, cut 
into a steep scarp on the western side by denudation, and similarly eroded, 
though less abruptly, to the eastward. The highest summits, such as 
Mahdbaleshvvar (4,540 feet) are perfectly flat-topped, and are clearly un- 
denuded remnants of a great elevated plain. South of about 16° north 
latitude, the horizontal igneous rocks disappear, the range is composed 
of ancient metamorphic strata, and here there is, in some places, a distinct 
connection between the strike of the foliation and the direction of the hills, 
but still the connection is only local and the dividing range consists either 
of the western scarp of the Mysore plateau, or of isolated hill groups, 
apparently owing their form to denudation. Where the rocks are so 
ancient as are those that form all the southern portion of the Sahy^dri, it is 
almost impossible to say how far the original direction of the range is due 
to axes of disturbance ; but the fact that all the principal elevations, such 
as the Nilgiris (Neilgherries), Palnfs (Pulneys), etc., some peaks of which 
rise to over 8,000 feet, are plateaux, and not ridges, tends to show that 
denudation has played the principal share in determining their contour. 

The southern portion of the Sahyddri range is entirely separated from 
the remainder by a broad gap, through which the railway from Madras to 
Beypur passes west of Coimbatore. The Anamalai, Palni, and Travan- 
core hills, south of this gap, and the Shevaroy and many other hill groups 
scattered over the Carnatic, may be remnants of a table-land once united 
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to the Mysore plateau, but separated from it and from each other by 
ancient marine denudation. Except the peculiar form of the hills, there 
is but little in favour of this view, but on the other hand there is nothing 
to indicate that the hill groups of the Carnatic and Tra\ancore are areas 
of special elevation. 

The whole of the western Sitpuras, from their western termination in 
the Rdjpipla hills to Asirgarh, consist of basaltic traps, like the Sahy^dri. 
It is true the bedding is not horizontal, but the dips are low and irre- 
gular, and have no marked connection with the direction of the range. 
The central Sdtpuras, comprising the Pachmarhi or Mahddeva hills, from 
the gap in the range at Asirgarh to near Narsinghpur, are composed chiefly 
of horizontal, or nearly horizontal, traps, but partly of sandstones and of 
mptamorphic rocks, and there is here again, as in the southern Sahyddri, 
some connection between the strike of the foliation in the latter and the 
direction of the ranges. Tlie highest peaks, however — those of Pachmarhi 
(4,380 feet) — are of horizontal mesozoic sandstones. Farther east still 
the Sdtpuras consist entirely of horizontal traps, terminating in the plateau 
of Amarkantak, east of Mandl^. East of this plateau there is, north of 
Bilispur, a broad expanse of undulating ground at a lower level, and 
farther to the eastward again rises the metamorphic plateau of Chutii 
Nagpur, capped in places by masses of horizontal trap and laterite. These 
formations were apparently once continuous, across the low ground near 
Bilispur, with the same strata on an equal elevation at Amarkantak, 
Similar outliers occur on the Bundelkhand plateau, north of the Narbadd, 
all tending to the same conclusion — that the low valleys of central India 
are merely denudation hollows, cut by rain and rivers out of the original 
plateau of the Peninsula. The chief exceptions to this law— the instances 
in which the strike and dip of the rocks appear to have produced import- 
ant effects on the contour of the country— are to be found amongst the 
metamorphic and transition formations. 

It is true that some small ridges are formed of azoic and mesozoic sand- 
stones, in places where the beds of these systems have been disturbed, 
but the only important lines of disturbance in either appear to be due to 
older axes of metamorphic foliation, and it is a rare case to find that the 
strike of the sandstones appears to have much effect upon the directions of 
the hills and valleys. A possible exception occurs in the Dimodar valley 
in Bengal, but even this is a disputed case, and the subject will be dis- 
cussed in the chapters relating to the Gondwdna system. 

This remarkable ab&ence in the Indian Peninsula of any evidence of 
disturbance in late geological times— a feature which abruptly distinguishes 
the whole area from the remainder of Asia— will be further noticed in the 
sequel; at present it is sufficient to remember that the principal mountain 
chains of the Indian Peninsula are, with one exception, not coincident with 
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axes of disturbance or elevation, and to note the contrast in the extra 
peninsular area. 

The Aravalli differs from the other great ranges of India in being 
entirely composed of disturbed rocks, with the axes of disturbance cor- 
responding with the direction of the chain. The formations found in the 
Ardvalli range belong to the transition rocks, and are of great antiquity ; 
for the most part they are much altered, they are quite unfossiliferous, 
and there is evidence which renders it probable that the elevation of the 
range dates from a period anterior to the deposition of the Vindhyan 
rocks, themselves of unknown age but almost certainly not of later date 
than carboniferous, whilst the fact that these Vindhyan rocks are found 
almost horizontal in the neighbourhood of the Ardtalli range, on both 
sides of the chain, shows that here, as elsewhere in the Peninsula, the 
forces which have affected the extra-peninsular area in later geological 
epochs have not beer felt. 


Passing to the other side of the Indo-Gangetic plain — no matter whether 
the region reached be to the westward in Sind and the Punjab, to tbe 
northward in the HimdUyas, or to the eastward in Chittagong and Burma 
— the mountain ranges, with the exception of the Salt-range and the Assam 
range, are everywhere composed of disturbed and contorted beds, and the 
disturbance has invariably affected rocks of late geological age. The 
amount of alteration may be small or great, the hills may consist of simple 
anticlinal folds as in Sind, or of the most complicated inversions as iu parts 
of the Himalayas, the strike of the bedding may vary from east and west 
to north and south, but two characters are constant— great disturbance 
affecting all the formations, and the coincidence of the direction of the 
ranges with synclinal and anticlinal axes. 

'I'he nomenclature of extra-peninsular mountain ranges is compassed 
with the same difficulty as those of the Peninsula, owing to the absence of 
local names except for individual ridges, peaks or passes, and has been 
further complicated by a want of unanimity among geographers as to the 
true limit of the term ‘ mountain range.’ Different geographers have recog- 
nised from two to seven distinct ranges in that great system of mountains 
collectively known as the Himilayas, which rises to the north of the Indo- 
Gangetic plain, and the opinions regarding thfe true western limit of the 
principal range have varied from that which regards it as ending in the 
Simla spur to that which looks on it as continuous with the Hindu Kush. 

These contradictory opinions are all more or less correct, accordino- 
to the limited point of view of the individual author, but if we look below 
the accidents of surface contour to the underground structure of this crreat 
mass of hills, we find in their geological structure and composition that^hev 
owe their elevation to a great series of earth movements, which must be 
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regarded as a single and continuous system of disturbance, and this 
structural unity is now generally held to unite the separate chains into 
a single system of mountains to which the term of ^ range ' is inapplicable, 
unless we give it a wider application than is usual. The details of the 
physical geography of this great system of mountains, which stretches from 
the Indus to the Brahmaputra, have so important a bearing on the history 
of its elevation that they wdll be deferred to a subsequent chapter. 

At its north-western extremity the great snowy range of the 
Himalayas bends round into the Hindu Kush, which runs south-westwards 
along the southern side of the upper Oxus valley. On their southern 
boundary the strike bends round to southwards at the valley of the Jeh- 
lam, and from this termination of the Himalayas proper there extends 
through Afghinistin and BaluchistSn a complicated series of hill ranges of 
whose detailed geograpliy very little is known. 

The proper nomenclature and classification of these hill ranges is a dif- 
ficult matter to determine, and, in the present state of our knowledge, both 
geographical and geological, it is impossible to arrive at a satisfactory result. 
An attempt has been made to classify these ranges according to the sys- 
tem of disturbance they belong to, which would hardly need mention 
were it not for the eminence of its author and the nature of the conclu- 
sions arrived at. In his great work “Das Antlitx der Erde,^' Prof. Suess 
has regarded the Salt-range of the Punjab as forming part of the foot hills 
of the Hindu Kush, and has united all the ranges between ,it and what is 
known to geographers as the Hindu Kush into one range, on the ground 
that they belong to the “ Hindu Kush system of disturbance/' This is 
still a matter for proof. We have no knowledge that there is a unity in the 
disturbance of the rocks composing these hills, comparable to that seen in 
the Himalayas, and until such knowledge is forthcoming it would be use- 
less to adopt a system of nomenclatuie so opposed to that ordinarily cur- 
rent, and so certain to lead to needless confusion. As regards the Salt- 
range we shall shortly see that it ought to be classed by itself, and the 
individuality of the Safed Koh range, as depicted on our maps, is so marked 
that it is difficult to believe that it has not also an individuality of structure. 

In one sense the whole of the ranges west of the Indus may be classed 
together, for there can be little doubt that they were contemporaneously 
elevated, and that the greater part of this upheaval, if not the whole, 
took place within the tertiary era. But, structurally, they may be divided 
into two classes, whose strike is about north and south and east and west, 
respectively, and these two alternate with, and pass into, each other in 
a manner that is at present not understood. 

The most northerly range is the Safed Koh which runs eastwards from 
the neighbourhood of Kibul, forming the south side of the valley of the 
Kibul river, till it ends in British territory. Further south the SuUi.aiu 
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range is found striking north and south along the western frontier, and «nt 
its southern limit this bends round into the east and west running hills of 
the Bugti country, a strike which extends to near Quetta. The hills again 
take a southerly bend, and the Brahuik and Kirthar ranges run north and 
south. Further west the strike again changes, and in western Baluchistan 
the ranges run east and west. 

At their eastern extremity the Himalayas are met, in a manner that 
has not been worked out, by a series of hills which at first strike south- 
westwards, afterwards bending round to a more southerly direction in 
the NSg4 hills, where the principal ridge is known as the Patkoi. They run 
through the Manipur country southwards, till they are continuous with the 
range of hills, known as the Arakan Yoma, which lies between the Irawadi 
valley and the Bay of Bengal. 

Besides these principal systems of hill ranges there are two minor ones 
to be noticed which, despite a total difference of the rocks they are com- 
posed of, show a considerable similarity in their structure and geographical 
position, subtending as they do the angles between the southern margin 
of the Himdlayas and the hills which meet them at either extremity. The 
first of these is the Salt-range in the Punjab, the second that set of hills, 
called for convenience the Assam range, inhabited by the Gctro, Khdsi 
and Jaintia tribes. In both cases the hills are composed of a plateau 
with a steeply scarped face to the south, along which there is an axis of 
abrupt folding, accompanied by more or less faulting. This similarity of 
structure and ‘position, in spite of great difference in the rocks of vrhich 
they are composed, w'ould seem to show that their elevation is a direct 
result of the same great series of movements of the eartVs crust which 
resulted in the elevation of the hill ranges forming the extra-peninsular 
limits of the Indo-Gangetic aruvium, but they cannot be regarded as belong- 
ing to any of the mountain systems whose re-entering angles they subtend. 

To the east of the Irawadi valley there is a great series of mountain 
chains, stretching southwards through the Shan states till it terminates in 
the Malay peninsula, of whose geography and geology even less is known 
than of- the hills beyond the western frontier of India. 

The drainage system of the extra-peninsular bills everywhere shows the 
peculiarity that, though the valleys often run along the strike of the hills for 
long distances, the streams and rivers always sooner or later break across 
the axes of maximum elevation. This peculiarity is very noticeable in the 
case of the Himalayas, whose river system must be deferred to a future 
chapter, but is in some respects more conspicuous in the case of the hills 
west of the Indus. 

Here the ridges are mostly formed by the hard limestone cores of anti- 
clinal folds through which the streams flow in narrow precipitous-sided 
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gorges, locally known as 'tangi/ They form a very characteristic feature 
on the scenery of the hill country west of the Indus, and are commonly 
attributed to some disruptive force, which opened a "way for the stream to 
flow through the mountain. Such is not, however, the true explanation, not 
only can it be disproved in many cases by the continuity of the solid rock 
across the stream bed, but it is inadequate, as it fails to account for the 
broad open valleys invariably found above the gorges. The fact is that they 
have been gradually cut down by the streams that flow through them, and 
the same absence of vegetation which increases the erosive power of rain 
wash on soft clays enabling broad valleys to be formed where they are 
exposed, diminishes its action on the hard limestones, at the same time it 
reduces chemical action to a minimum, and the absence of moisture almost 
entirely deprives the night frosts of their power to disintegrate the rock. 
As a consequence, the steep sides of the ravines cut by the streams, where 
they meet with compact rock, remain standing almost perpendicular, while 
in the intervening stretches of soft clay the valley widens out. 

It must not be supposed that the Avhole country was elevated to the 
height of the crests of the ridges through which these ‘'tangis^^ were cut. 
It will be shown in the sequel that the compression, contortion and con- 
sequent elevation of the hills was taking place at the same time that the 
valleys were being excavated, but sometimes the rate of elevation was too 
great for the streams, and areas of closed drainage 'svere formed in which 
extensive alluvial and aeolian deposits have been accumulated. These are 
particularly common in Baluchistan, where they are usually occupied by a 
broad expanse of wind-blown loess. 

In the eastern hills the same features are to be seen, but, owing to the 
greater rainfall and dense vegetation, as well as to the different tj’pe of rock 
forming the hills, there is not the same abrupt alternation of broad open valley 
with deep and narrow gorges as on the west. The chemical action of the 
humic acids developed in the jungle-clad soil has smoothed off the steep- 
ness of the sides of the gorges, w hile the vegetation has protected the softer 
clays from being so easily washed away. As another lesult of the more 
rapid erosion of the stream beds there are no areas of closed drainage, but 
there are broad alluvial valley plains, such as those of Manipur and the Kubo 
valley, where differential movements of elevation of the beds of the streams 
have checked their velocity and compelled them to deposit their solid burden. 

The river system of the Peninsula, omitting the drainage into the 
Ganges and small streams flowing to the west coast, is nearly all taken 
by six large rivers, of which two, the Narbadi and 'J'ipti, drain the 
north-western portion and escape into the Gulf of Cambay, while the 
drainage of all the rest of the Peninsula, even from the crests of the 
Western Ghdts within sight of the sea, flows eastwards by four great deltaic 
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rivers, the Mahdnadi, Goddvari, Kistna, and Cauvery, — the only other 
streams of any importance being the northern and southern Penner. 

This easterly trend of the drainage is probably of very ancient date, as 
there are patches of littoral marine deposits along the east coast, ranging 
as far back as the close of the Jurassic period, which show that, since that 
period at least, the eastern coast of the Peninsula has maintained very much 
its present position. On the west coast no marine sediments older 
than the upper tertiary are known, if we except the cretaceous beds of the 
lower Narbadi valley. At the close of the Deccan trap period, that is the 
commencement of the tertiary era, dry land must have extended consider- 
ably west of the coast line ; south of the trap area the evidence is only 
negative, but the absence of any large valleys draining in this direction 
suggests that the present position of the shore line is of more recent origin 
than that of the east coast, and that the earth movements which gave rise to 
it were either too slow, or more probably not of a nature, to change the 
easterly course of the drainage. 

There can be no doubt that, beyond the limits of the Peninsula, there have 
been very great changes in the distribution of land and sea since the com- 
mencement of the tertiary era and, even in the latest part of it. the great 
disturbances which the rocks have undergone must have been accompanied 
by great changes of shore line. But when we come to the post-tertiary period 
and enquire whether, on the whole, there has been elevation or subsidence, 
the evidence is contradictory. In the alluvium of the Gangetic delta, and 
near Pondicherri, beds of peat, at various levels below the surface of the 
ground, show that there has been subsidence, but this is the usual, if not in- 
variable, condition in a delta, and it is more than probable that all the large 
deltas along the coast are being gradually depressed. 

Along the non-deltaic portions of the coast evidences of sub -recent eleva- 
tion are found in coral reefs and marine deposits raised above the present 
level of the sea. The low level laterite of the east coast lies on a gentle 
slope of the older rocks, unaffected by subaerial erosion, such as is formed 
by the sea, and must have been deposited either before or shortly after this 
was raised above sea-level. 

The escarpment of the Sahyidri range— a remarkable feature of the hills 
parallel to the western coast of the Peninsula— has frequently been noticed 
as furnishing evidence of a rise of land. Throughout the trap country of the 
Bombay presidency, the Western GhAts rise from the Konkan in an almost 
unbroken wall, varying in height from 2,000 to 4,000 feet, cut back in places 
by streams, projecting here and there into long promontories, but preserv- 
ing throughout a singular resemblance to sea cliffs. This resemblance, 
however, ceases to a great extent to the southward, where the metamorphic 
rocks replace the horizontal basaltic traps. The escarpments of the MdhvA 
plateau, north of the NarbadA, and of the Deccan plateau, south of 
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Khandesli, although far inferior in elevation to the scarp of the Sahyadri, 
resemble the latter too clusely in appearance to justify the assumption, 
without farther evidence, that the cliffs of the Western Ghltsare of marine 
origin. The parallelism of the Sahyidri escarpment to the sea-coast is 
suggestive of a connection between the two, and this connection is strength- 
ened by the facts that a thickness of at least 4,000 feet of bedded trap has 
been removed from the surface of the Bombay Konkan, and that the plane 
of marine denudation, already mentioned as supporting the low level laterite, 
extends in places nearly to the foot of the scarp. The circumstance that 
the hills of the Sahyadri are inhabited by certain fresh-water mollusca 
belonging to the genus Cremncconchus, which is unknown elsewhere 
and is so closely allied to Indian forms of the littoral marine genus 
Littorina as to render it probable that both are descended from the same!* 
ancestors, also tends to strengthen the view that the SahycCdri mountains 
were formerly washed by the sea. But it is certain that great denudation 
has taken place since the scarp was a sea cliff, and it is far from improb- 
able that, if the sea ever extended to the base of the Western Gh^ts, the 
epoch belonged rather to tertiary than post-tertiary times. It is also 
possible that the isolation of the different hill ranges of Southern India, 
and the denudation of the P^lghit Gap, south of the Nilgiri plateau, are 
due in part to ancient marine action of the same date as the formation of 
the Sahyadri escarpment. In this case, as in so many others connected 
with Indian geology, all that is now possible is to suggest probable inter- 
pretations of phenomena, and to leave them for future exploration to 
confirm or contradict. 

On the other hand, a sudden deepening of the sea, at a distance of 
10 to 20 miles from the shore, along the Mekrin coast, has been sup- 
posed to represent a submerged cliff. More positive evidence of recent 
subsidence is to be found in the occurrence of a number of trees 
imbedded of mud, in the spot where they gre^v, at a depth of 12 feet 
below low-water mark on the east side of the island of Bombay,^ and in 
the submerged forest at the western end of the Valimukam bay on the 
Tinnevelli coast described by Mr. Foote.* 

Local alterations of level, accompanied by earthquakes, are known to 
have occurred on at least one occasion, namely the great earthquake of 
Cutch in 1819, when a considerable area in the Rann of Cutch \Yas suddenly 
submerged.® A m^re doubtful instance is the elevation and subsidence 
w'hich is said to have taken place on the Arakan coast in the middle 
of the last century, presumably during the great earthquake of 1762. A 
raised beach which is 9 feet above sea-level at Foul island and 22 on the 

a XI, 302, (1878)- 9 o. (1823) ; Lyell, Principles of GeologyP 

2 (1883). See also A. B. Wynne, Memoirs, IX, 2$, 

8 McMurdo, Trans Lit. Soc,, Bombay, 111 , (.872). 
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north-west of Cheduba island, has been attributed to the effects of this 
earthquake which further north is said to have caused the permanent sub- 
mergence of 6o square miles neat Chittagong.^ 

Away from the sea coast, the Andaman and Nicobar islands have 
certainly at one time been connected with Arakan, and the intricate chan- 
nels and long ramifying fjords which penetrate the great Andaman and 
adjoining islands indicate a considerable submergence. Along the coast 
there are, however, indications of minor oscillations of level, both upwards 
and downwards, within the recent period, the last movement being probably 
one of subsidence.* Off the west coast of India the coral archipelagoes of 
the Laccadive and Maidive islands probably mark the site of submerged 
land, though this is a matter still under dispute. 

Besides the changes produced by rise and fall of the sea-level as 
compared with that of the land, there have been minor modifications of 



Fig. I,— Pagoda on the sea-shore at Tranquebar. 

the shore line due to erosion and accretion of land. St. Thomd, a short 
distance south of Madras, is said to have formerly been situated 12 
leagues inland and, 40 miles further south, the town of Mahdbalipur is 
said to have been overwhelmed by the sea.® Still further south, erosion 
of the sea beach at Tranquebar is well attested by old records as well as the 
destruction of a large portion of an old pagoda, whose eastern gate tower 
had been partially destroyed in 1859^ and has probably now been com- 
pletely removed. 


1 Phil Trans., VIII, 251, (1763) ; G P. Hal- 
stead, Jour. As. Soc , Bengal^ X, 433, (1841) ; 
F. R. Mallet, Records, XI, 190, (1878). 

* S. Kurz, ** Report on the Vegetation of the 
Andaman Islands,** Calcutta, 1870; R. D. 


Oldham, Reeoids, XVIII, 143, (1885). 

* T. J. Newbold, Jour. Roy. As. Soc., VIII, 
250, (1846). 

* W. King, MemoirSiW^ 362, (1864), 
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Evidence of the advance of land is to be found on the Tinnevelli coast, 
where the deseited town of Korkai, now five miles inland, has been iden-- 
tified with the Kolkoi Emporium^' of the classical geographers. About 
600 B.C. this town was the capital of a kingdom and apparently an 
important sea-port. By the time that Marco Polo visited this coast in 
1292 A.D., the advance of the land had necessitated the abandonment of 
the old port and the establishment of a new one at CaiV' a town which^ 
also has decayed and was forgotten till its site was discovered and re- 



Fig. 2.— Fart of Tinevelly coast shewing present position of old seaports. 

cognised by Bishop Caldwelfln the modern village of Kayal, and made 
public in Colonel Yule's edition of the travels of Marco Polo.^ 

A similar advance of the shore line is said to have taken place on the 
east coast of the Gulf of Cambayv and it is said that the Rann of Cutch 
was once a gulf of the sea with sea-ports on its shores, and that remains of 
ships have been found imbedded in the mud^. The Rann is now a sort of 
debateable land, being flooded during the south*west monsoon and a dry 
barren mud flat during the rest of the year ; the change, which has 
indubitably taken place, if not so recently as has been supposed, was 
doubtless due to silting up, partly aided by a slight elevation of the land. 
The evidences of alterations of level along the sea coast, which have 
been detailed above, point to a slight elevation of the laud during the 
post-tertiary period, though too small to have any appreciable influence 
on the climate. 

* I st edition, Vol. II, p. 307, (1871) I Ixix, Izzxv, fi868): A. B. Wynne, MemoirSt 

* Trans Geog,Soc BombaytXVlll pp Ivi, ' IX, 26, (1872) 
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This is important in its bearing on the evidence that there is of the 
cold of the glacial period having been felt in the peninsula of India 
There is no physical evidence, so far as is known, of a geologically recent 
cold epoch, and some geologists have doubted whether India was affected 
by the glacial period. In the Himalayas there is everywhere abundant 
e^idence of the glaciers having extended to lower levels than they 
reach. Grooved and polished rock surfaces have been found now at as 
low a level as 7,500 feet in Pingi,^ and in a higher latitude large boulders 
are found imbedded in the fine silt of the Potwar at an elevation of 
less than 2,000 feet above the sea.* Besides these there are many cases of 
large erratic blocks and supposed morraines which have been referred by 
some observers to glaciers and by others to river action. The positive 
and unmistakeable proofs of a period colder than the present are suffi- 
cient to enable us to discard all the more doubtful evidence, and more 
recent investigations have shown that it cannot be attributed, as was once 
suggested,® to a former greater elevation of the Himalayas than they now 
attain. 

These indications do not point to a sufficient diminution of tempera- 
ture of the Himalayas to make it probable, or even possible, that there 
should be any actual physical proofs of the glacial period having been felt 
in the Peninsula, and it is of importance to ascertain whether there is any 
collateral evidence of a cold period having affected India in later tertiary 
or ppst-tertiary times, it being remembered that a general refrigeration 
of the earth's surface, sufficient to produce an arctic climate in Europe, 
would not diminish the temperature of the Indian Peninsula beyond the 
average of the temperate zone at the present day. 

The argument is, briefly, as follows. On several isolated hill ranges, 
such as the Nilgiri. Anamalai, Shevaroys and other isolated plateaux in 
Southern India, and on the mountains of Cejion, there is found a tem- 
perate fauna and flora, which does not exist in the low plains of South- 
ern India, but is closely allied to the temperate fauna and flora of the 
Himalayas, the Assam range (Gdro, Khisi, and Nigd hills), the mountains 
of the Malay peninsula, and of Java. Even on isolated peaks, such as 
Parasn^th (4,500 feet high in Behar) and on Mount Abu in the Aravalli 
range, several Himdlayan plants exist. It would take up too much space 
to enter into details ; the occurrence of a Himalayan plant like Rhodo- 
dendron arboreum, and of a Himdlayan mammal like Maries flavigula 
on both the Nflgiris and Ceylon mountains, will serve as an example of a 
considerable number of less easily recognised species. In some cases there 
is a closer resemblance between the temperate forms found on the peninsular 


* C. A MoMahon, Rccoids^ XIV, 310,(1881) 

* W. Theobald, Recnfds^ X, 140, (1877). 


® H. B. Medlicotf, Me moiis, lit, ptii, p 155, 
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hills and those on the Assam range^ than between the former and Hima- 
layan species, but there are also connections between the Himdlayan and 
peninsular temperate regions which do not extend to the eastern hills. 
The most remarkable of these is the occurrence on the Nflgiri and Anamalai 
ranges and on some hills further south, of a species of wild goat {Capra 
hylocrius), belonging to a sub-genus {Hemitragus)^ of which the only other 
known bpecies, C jemlaica^ inhabits the temperate region of the Hima- 
layas from Kashmir to Bhutan. This case is remarkable, because the 
only other wild goat found completely outside the Palaearctic region is 
another isolated form on the mountains of Abyssinia. 

The range in elevation of the temperate fauna and flora of the 
oriental region in general appears to depend more on humidity than 
temperature, many forms which are peculiar to the higher ranges 
in the Indian hills being found represented by allied species at lower 
elevations in the damp Malay peninsula and archipelago, and some of 
the hill forms are* even found in the damp forests of the Malabar coast. 
The animals inhabiting the Peninsular and Singalese hills belong, for the 
most part, to species distinct from those found in the Himalaya and 
Assam ranges. In some cases even genera are peculiar to the hills of 
Ceylon and Southern India, and one family of snakes is unrepresented 
elsewhere. There are, however, numerous plants and a few animals in- 
habiting the hills of Southern India and Ceylon, which are identical with 
Himalayan and Assamese hill forms, but which are unknown throughout 
the plains of India. 

That a great portion of the temperate fauna and flora of the Southern 
Indian hills has inhabited the country from a much more distant epoch 
than the glacial period may be considered as almost certain, there being 
so many peculiar forms. It is possible that the species common to Ceylon, 
the Nflgiris, and the Himalayas, may have migrated at a time when the 
country was damper without the temperature being lower, but it is 
difficult to understand how the plains of India can have enjoyed a 
damper climate without either depression, which would have caused 
a large portion of the country to be covered by sea, a diminished temper- 
ature which would check evaporation, or a change in the prevailing winds. 
The depression may have taken place, but the migration of animals and 
plants from the Himalayas to Ceylon would have been prevented, rather 
than aided, if the southern area had been isolated by sea, so that it may 
be safely inferred that the period of migration and the period of depression 

1 Only one species of plant, however, is men- mus nilagirtcws^ has the same distribution, 
tionedby Hooker and Thomson (‘ Introductory and the genus Sitepiaxis is found in Burma, 
Essay to tlie Flora Indica*, p. 238) as being found the Kh&si hills.aad the Southern Indian ranges, 
both in the Khdsi hills and Nflgiris, but not in but not in the Himalaya west of Bhutan, 
the Himalayas. One land-shell at least, Buli^ Several other instances might be quoted. 
t 
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were not contemporaneous. A change in the prevailing winds is improb- 
able so long as the present distribution of land and water exists, and 
the only remaining theory, to account for the existence of the same 
species of animals and plants on the Himalayas and the hills of southern 
India, is depression of temperature.^ 


The Indian empire can boast of one volcano, which is at present 
dormant, but has been in active eruption wdthin the century. Barren island 
in the Bay of Bengal is not only a perfect model of a volcano, but is 
classical in the history of geological controversy. It has been repeat- 
edly referred to and described by geological writers, but the earlier refer- 
ences were all more or less inaccurate, and it is only within the last few*’ 
years that a careful description of it has been given by Mr. F. R. Mallet.® 
The volcano of Barren island has an irregularly circular form of about 
2 miles in diameter, composed of an outer rim, rising to a height of 
from 700 to 1,000 feet above the sea and surrounding a slightly ellipti- 
cal amphitheatre, whose larger axis runs north-east and south-west with 
a length of about 9 furlongs. From the centre of this a cone of re- 
markably regular form rises to a height of 1,015 feet above the sea. The 
depression, where the slope of this cone and the inner slope of the 
amphitheatre meet, has a maximum elevation of 300 feet above the sea, 
and is almost entirely occupied by three distinct lava streams. It is 
evident that the island was once much higher than it is at present, and the 
outer rim marks the limit of the crater, produced by some great paroxys- 
mal eruption which blew away all the upper portion of the old cone. 
The bottom of this old crater must have been much below the level 
of the sea and, for a time, before the new cone attained its present 
dimensions, the sea must, as is represented in the older descriptions of 
the island, have flowed round its base, between it and the foot of the inter- 
nal slope of the amphitheatre, but there is no authentic record of any one 
ever having seen this stage. In 1789, when Blair saw the island, the sea 
did not penetrate into the amphitheatre, which had all been filled up to 
abofve sea-level. The volcano was then in active eruption, throwing out 
blocks and scoriae, and it may be that it had been visited at some earlier 


^ The above is a meagre and condensed 
account oi a very interesting subject, which 
requires further enquiry. One possible objec- 
tion may be answered at once. It is true that 
many of the temperate damp-loving forms of 
the Nilgiris and Ceylon hills are forest forms, 
and it may be urged that they might have 
migrated when the plains of India were covered 
with forest. But, judging from what remains 
of the forest on the plains of the Carnatic, 


Deccan, Central Provinces, etc., the flora, even 
when the whole was forest, differed so widely 
from that of the hills, that it is improbable that 
any general diffusion of hill species could have 
taken place without a change of climate. 

In a subsequent chapter reference will be 
made to the probable influence of the glacial 
epoch on the Siwdlik mammalian fauna. 

* jfefewntVs, XXI, 251, ff, (i88s)- 
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period, before the hollow was completely filled up, and that the only record 
left of this visit is to be found in the erroneous description which was at 
one time current in text-books. 

It must be remembered that the portion of the volcano above sea-level, 
which is all that has been referred to in the description, is but an insigni- 
ficant portion of its whole bulk. Soundings, taken by Captain Carpenter^ 
show that the cone rises from a depth of 800 fathoms below the sea, and 
that the total height is consequently some 6,000 feet at present, or was 
8,000 feet before the upper part of the outer cone was blowui away.^ 

At the time of Blair's visit there appears to have been no lava stream 
in the gap where the outer rim is breached, but in 1832 the lava was 
there, and still so hot that the water in contact with it was boiling. Since 
that period the flow has cooled down and the temperature of the water* 
which percolates beneath the lava and issues as a spring on the sea shore, 
has steadily diminished at each visit, till it was no more than no® F. in 
18S6.* It seems certain, therefore, that this lava flow was poured out later 
than 1789, and probably within the present century. 

Seventy-five miles north- north-east of Barren island lies the island of 
Narcondam, indubitably of volcanic origin like the former, but composed 
almost, if not quite, entirely of hornblende andesite lava with little or no 
volcanic ash. It is not certain whether this volcano ever had a crater, 
as it may have been of the so-called endogenous type, formed by the 
quiet extrusion of lavas unaccompanied by any crater-forming materials. 
The complete obliteration of the crater, if there ever w’as one, is in itself an 
indication of the period for w’hich the volcano has been extinct, and in any 
case the deep ravines, with which its sides are scored, are an equally 
eloquent testimony of the time during which subaerial denudation has been 
uninterruptedly at work, so that this volcano has probably been longer 
extinct than either of the tw’O that follow. 

About 50 miles north-north-west of Yenangyoung and 25 to 30 miles 
east-south-east of Pagdn, both large towns on the Irawadi, the extinct 
volcano of Puppa^ rises to a height of about 3,000 feet above the undulating 
country composed of pliocene sands and gravels. The mountain has 
preserved its original form to some extent, but the crater has been greatly 
broken dowm by denudation, and the rim completely cut aw'ay at one 
point, w’here the drainage from the interior has made itself a means of 
exit. The peak consists of ash breccia, but lava flow’s, mostly trachytic, 
form the low’er slopes and the surfaces around the base of the volcano. 
Among these flows are some of a very beautiful porphyry, with crystals cf 
pyroxene. 

The horizontal beds of gravels and sands around the base of the volcano 

* W, T. Blanfoni, Jour. As, Soe^ Beitgal, 

: XXX!, 2 !S, (1862). 


^ Bccoidsj XX, 46, (1SS7). 
* Becords^ XX, 48, (1S87). 
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foiitain fossil wood and ferruginous concretions, and apparently belong to 
the pliocene fossil wood group. They are capped by the lava flows, 
contain pumice and volcanic fragments, and, in one place, a bed of ash 
breccia was found interstratified with them. It appears highly probable, 
therefore, that the volcano was active in pliocene times, but it may have 
continued to emit lava and scoriae at a later period. 

Far to the north the extinct volcano of Hawshuenshan near Momien in 
Yunnan has been described by Dr. Anderson^; and near Kanni, on the 
Chindwin, Dr, Noetling observed basalt breaking through the pliocene 
sandstones and forming a cone on their surface, but no detailed notice of 
this locality has been published. 

In this connection mention may be made of a mass of trachyte which 
is found about four miles east by north of the village of Byangyi on the 
Bassein river and some 30 miles south of Bassein town. It is about six 
feet in diameter, there is no reason to suppose that it has been trans- 
ported from a ‘distance and no similar rock is known anywhere else in 
the province. No rock is seen in contact with the trachyte, but unaltered 
shales and sandstones of upper nummulitic age are seen not far off, dipping 
at low angles. Close to the block itself are some fragments that have 
flaked off, and among them a piece of shale, which had a somewhat baked 
appearance on one side, was found. This, taken in conjunction with the 
fact that it lies on the same general line as the volcanoes just described, 
suggested the idea that it forms part of an intrusive neck,^ but the true 
relations of the mass are obscure. 

It will be noticed that these old volcanoes lie along a line which, if con- 
tinued to the south, would be continuous with the general direction of the 
great chain of volcanoes running through the islands of Java and Sumatra 
in the Malay peninsula, and this suggests that they form the northern termi- 
nation of what is known as the Sunda chain of volcanoes. The observation 
is interesthig and important in view of the fact that this chain has been 
supposed to find its final expression in the pseudo-volcanic phenomena on 
the Arakan coast which are described below. 

But before passing on to this subject it will be well to notice some 
doubtful cases of volcanic action in the Indian Peninsula and on its shores. 
In 1756 a submarine eruption is said to have taken place off the coast of 
Pondicherri, which threw up large quantities of ashes and pumice and 
formed an island half a league long and of the same breadth. No exact 
details of locality are given, but the account is a very circumstantial one^ 
and, unless a pure fiction, must refer to a true volcanic eruption. It may 

^ Report on the expedition to Western ® Memoir X, 330, (1873). 

Yunnan, Calcutta, 1871, p. 87. 8“ Asiatic Annual Register,** 1758, reprinted 

in y«wr. Ae, Soc., Bengal, XVI, Soo, (1847). 
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be noticed that the Admiralty chart of the Bay of Bengal markb a sound- 
ing of 5 fathoms in east longitude 80° 42', north latitude 12^ 46', with the 
remark ‘ Doubtfur ; the position w’ould agree sufficiently well with that 
indicated in the account, and the depth is that which w’ould be produced 
by the action of the waves. 

1 his also is the best place to notice a very curious crateriforni 
lake, situated in the interior of the Indian Peninsula, near the village 
of LonAr, about 40 miles east by north of Jilna in the northern part of 
the NizAm*s territory, and about half-way between Bombay and NAgpur. 
The surrounding country for hundreds of miles consists entirely of Dec- 
can trap and in this rock there is a nearly circular hollow, about 300 to 
400 feet deep and rather more than a mile in diameter, containing at 
the bottom a shallow lake of salt water without any outlet, wdiose water 
deposits crystals of sesquicarbonate of soda. The sides of the hollow^ 
to the north and north-east are absolutely level with the surrounding 
country, w’hilst in all other directions there is a raised rim, never exceed- 
ing 100 feet in height and frequently only 40 or 50, composed of blocks 
of basalt, irregularly piled, and precisely similar to the rock exposed 
on the sides of the hollow’. The dip of the surrounding traps is aw'ay 
from the hollow, but very low.^ 

It is difficult to ascribe this hollow to any other cause than volcanic 
explosion, as no such excavation could be produced by any known form 
of aqueous denudation, and the raised rim of loose blocks around the 
edge appears to preclude the idea of a simple depression. It is true that 
there is no sign of any eruption having accompanied the formation of the 
crater, no dyke can be traced in the surrounding rocks, no lava or scoriae 
of later age than the Deccan trap period can be found in the neigh- 
bourhood. The raised rim is very small, and cannot contain a thousandth 
part of the rock ejected from the crater, but it is impossible to say how 
much was reduced to fine pow’der and scattered to a distance, or removed 
by denudation. 

Assuming that this extraordinary hollow is due to volcanic explosions, 
the date of its origin still remains to be determined. That this is long 
posterior to the epoch of the Deccan traps is manifest, for the hollow 
appears to have been made in the present surface of the country, carved 
out by ages of denudation from the old lava flows. To all appearance 
the Lonar lake crater is of comparatively recent origin, and if so it 
suggests that, in one isolated spot in India, a singularly violent explo- 
sive action must have taken place, unaccompanied by the eruption of 


• Malcolmsoii, Geol, Trans.^ 2nd series, V, 563, 
(1840)5 Newbold, Roy. As. Soc.^ IX, 40, 

(1848) (with this paper there is a fairly executed 


view of the lake); — G. Smith, Mad. your. Lit, 
ScL, XVII, I, (1856). See also RecojdSj 1 , 
63,(1868), where other references are given. 
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melted rock. Nothing simikr is known to occur elsewhere in the Indian 
Peninsula. 

Associated ^vith true volcanoes In name at least, even If, as Is held by 
many geologists, in nothing else than name, are mud volcanoes, of which 
two principal groups are known, in Burma on the east, and Baluchistan on 
the west, of India, lespecthely. 

Of the Burman ones the best known are those of Mirbu on the IiawadI, 
and those of the islands of Ramii and Chediiba on the Arakau coastA A few’ 
others are leported, but they aie small and isolated, and consist only of 
temporary outbursts. 

I he Ramri mud volcanoes are moie interesting than the others, since 
they alone, so far as is known, are subject to paroxysmal eruptions of great 
violence, and from them alone stones have been ejected and flames emitted 
Some of the principal phenomena may be briefly described here. There 
are about a dozen or rather more vents in Ramri island ilaelf, more than half 
/hat number in Cheduba, and a few in the other neighbouring islands. Near 
Kyauk-pyu in Ramii, six occur in a line, within a distance of about a mile 
and a half along the summit of a low' broad ridge. 

Many of the vents consist of truncated cones, built up of the dried mud 
ejected by outbursts of gas. The crater, filled with more or less liquid or 
viscid mud through which the gas escapes, occupies the top of the conical 
Iiillock. The majority, however, of the Ramri mud volcanoes consist 
of mounds, composed on the surface of angular fragments of lock and 
having scattered over them a few small mud cones wdth craters at the top, 
\arying in height from a few inches to eight or ten feet. When gas ceases 
to be omitted from a vent, the mud is rapidly w'ashed away by rain and 
there remains a low mound, composed of angular fragments of rock which 
were ejected together with the mud, and the repetition of a similar process 
accounts for the formation of the mounds. The mounds in Ramrf are fiom 
50 to 100 yards in diameter, with a height of from 15 to 30 feet, tw’O, of 
exceptional size, near Pagoda hill in Cheduba, being 200 to 250 yards across. 
The cones in which the mud is viscid are very steep, being built up paitly 
of small quantities of mud, spurted out by the evolution of gas so as to form 
a hard rim round the mud crater, paitly of mud poured out from the crater 
down the slopes through broken portions of the rim. 

Besides the gas and mud, a small quantity of petroleum is usually 
discharged from the vents. The gas consists mainly of marsh gas (light 
carburetted hydrogen), probably mixed wdth some of the more volatile 
hydrocarbons usually associated with petroleum. The mud is simply the 

' Foi a description of the mud volcanoes of volcanoes are d-' scribed, with full references to 
MinbubyDr, Oldham, see Yule’s Nairative earlier accounts, by Mr. Mallet in 
of the Mission io ike Court of Ava in 28S5, 188, (1878). Sketches of the con- s are given 
appendix, p 339. The Ramri and Cheduba mud in both cases. ** 
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greysliale or clay of the teitiary rocks, mixed with water containing some 
salt in solution. ^ 

The association of petroleum w ith large quantities of marsh gas, and the 
frequent emission of, usually saline, water and of gas in abundance fiom 
borings for mineral oil are too well known to require the recapitulation of 
details. Both petroleum and gas are known to be found in many localities 
amongst the tertiary rocks of extra-peninsular India and Burma. Not un- 
frequently both gas and mineral oil issue with water in the form of a bub- 
bling spiing being, perhaps, forced to the surface by the pressure of the g-v„ 
Whether a spring of this kind forms a “mud volcano" or not dcpe-.d". 
evidently on the nature of the beds traversed on the way to the surface. 
As a rule the mud in these vents is either of the same temperature as the 
air or a little higher, but in the Uamrf craters a higher temperature has 
been recorded after the more violent eruptions. 

These paroxysmal eruptions appear to occur at irregular intervals;, 
arc at times very violent and appear frequently to accompany earth- 
quakes. Mud and stones are shot out with great force, accompanied by 
large quantities of inflammable gas, which in many cases takes fire 
and lights up the country for miles around. Some of these eruptions 
of ignited gas have taken place at sea off the coast of Ramrf, and in one 
case a small island w'as formed near False island, south of Ramrl and 
south-east of Cheduba. but it was soon washed away again, '1 he ejected 
stones are in all cases fragments of the tertiary rocks, chiefly shale or sand- 
stone, some of them being from half a cubic foot to a cubic foot in size and a 
few are larger, but the majority range from half an inch to five or six inches 
in diameter. The ignition of the gas is ascribed by Mr. Mallet to frictional 
electricity,^ and not to the high temperature at w Inch the various ejecta issue, 
the fact that the stones, and even fragments of lignite, thrown out during 
eruptions are, as a rule, entirely unchanged by heat, proving that the gas L 
not in a heated state previous to emission. A very few rare and excep- 
tional fragments of burnt and reddened shale have been found, and these 
have probably been calcined by the flaming gas. 

It should be noticed that even the fiery eruptions of the mud volcanoes 
of Arakanhave nothing in common with the igneous outbursts of true volca- 
noes. In the former gas is emitted at, in all probabi'ity, a low temperature 
and is ignited, or perhaps occasionally exploded, when mixed with atmo- 
spheric air. In the latter red-hot lava and scorise are ejected, and the 
appearance of flame is due either to the high temperature of the substances 

Re/:oids^ XI, 202. Mr. Mallet points out that produce great friction, is sirrilar to that of 
the principle of the hydro-electric machine, in violent evolution of gas from such vents as 
which the production of electricity of high ten- those of Ramrf. He also notices the wcll- 
sion is due to the issue of partially condensed known fact that lightning often accompanies 
steam thfongh small c rifices of such form as to volcanic eruptions. 
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projected into the air, or to the leflection of masses of glowing lava by 
condensed vapouis or by cloads of volcanic dust. 

One mud volcano is knoun in eastern Assam, but none have been found 
in the Himalayas or in the Peninsula of India. On the Baluchistan coast 
in Lus a number have been described, which do not appear to be sub- 
ject to the same paroxysmal eruptions as those of Ramri and attain a 
greater si2e, the laigest being over 300 feet in height. How far this is due 
to the absence of paroxysmal eruption or to a greater constancy of the 
vents, and bow far to the rainless nature of the climate, is not clear, but in 
all other respects they resemble those already described. 



CHAPTER II. 


METAMORPHIC AND CRYSTALLINE ROCKS. 

Gneissobe rocks of the Peninsula of two ages — ^The older gneiss — The newer gneiss — Bundel- 
khand gneiss — Newer gneiss of Singrauli — Contrast with gneiss of Bundelkhand— Chutii 
Ndgpur— Orissa — Central Provinces—Haiderabad—Nellore — Bellary — The southern Kon- 
kan— Malabar— Nilgiris — Trichinopoli and Arcot — Madura and Tinnevelli - Instrusi ve trap 
of Southern India — Gneissose rocks of the Arivallis — Extra-peninsular India — Afghdn* 
istdn - Himalayas— Assam — Hills east of the Irawadi and Malay Peninsula. 


The oldest rocks in India, and consequently the first to be considered 
in the arrangement adopted in this book, are those belonging to the great 
series of gneissose rocks, which covers a larger area in the Peninsula of 
India than all the newer formations put together, and forms the foundation 
on which they are built up. In spite of the great interest of the numerous 
problems presented by these rocks, they have as yet received but little 
attention from the Geological Survey, its energies having been mainly 
directed towards those districts where the most important results were to 
be expected in the shortest time, and we have consequently but little 
detailed information regarding the gneissose rocks, except in the imme- 
diate neighbourhood of the sedimentary formations. 

How imperfect is our present knowledge of these rocks may be judged 
from the fact that it has been found impossible to distinguish, on the accom- 
panying map, between true gneiss and intrusive granite. It is only within 
late years that the frequency with which granite has acquired gneissose 
characters has been recognised, and it is highly probable not only that 
some large exposures, of what has been described as granitoid or massive 
gneiss, are composed of gneissose granite, but that what have in many cases 
been described as beds of gneiss, interbedded with non-felspathic schists, are 
in reality veins of granite which have been intruded along the foliation 
planes, and subsequently acquired a parallel arrangement of Iheir consti- 
tuent minerals. Under these circumstances it is impossible to attempt 
anything like a complete or connected account of the gneissose rocks, 
and the following pages must be taken as the merest sketch, whose main 
use wdll be to show how much has yet to be learnt. 

In spite, however, of the imperfect state of our knowledge, certain 
leading features have come out from the investigation, so far as it has 
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.ijone, and the most important of these is the recognition of the fact that 
the gneissose rocks do not belong to a single system, but are comprised 
in two or more distinct systems differing in age from each other. 

The oldest of these, often described as the Bundelkhand gneiss 
from its having been first recognised in the country of that name, is 
characterised by its massive structure, with the foliatipn generally but 
obscurely developed, and the extreme rarity of accessory minerals. It 
has been recognised in Bundelkhand, in the gneissose inliers of Sing- 
bhum and in the Bellary district, and it is possible that the massive 
granitoid gneisses of other parts of Southern Indiamay belong to the same 
system. In the first and last named districts, and apparently also in the 
second, it formed the floor on which the oldest distinctly sedimentary beds 
of the Peninsula were deposited, showing that it must, even at that 
remote period, have been an ancient rock wdiich had undergone a great 
amount of sub-aerial denudation. These facts indicate a greater unity of 
c'haracter than can be found in the very diverse characters of what arc 
believed to be the newer gneisses, and seem to show that the Bundelkhand 
gneiss maybe considered as a true rock system, 

The second, or newer, type of gneiss exhibits a much better deve- 
loped foliation as a rule, it is at times interbedded with schists and ih 
distinguished from the first by the abundance and variety of the accessory 
minerals it contains* T he rocks of this division are looked upon as newer 
than those already mentioned, firstly, because no un conformable contact 
of original deposition, between them and the sedimentary beds of the 
older transition systems, has been observed, secondly, because, where 
they are in contact with the latter, bands of gneiss have in several places 
been observed apparently interstratified with the distinctly sedimentary 
beds, and thirdly, because the general type of rock is, according to theories 
that are widely held, newer than that of the Bundelkhand gneiss. All 
three of these arguments are open to dispute. As regards the first it 
may be observed that the presence of a contact of original unconformity 
w'ith the transition beds has of itself been held sufficient to show that 
the gneiss belongs to the older class, as regards the second, there is no evi- 
dence in the recorded observations to show that the supposed interbedded 
gneiss is not gneissose granite intrusive along the planes of bedding, or 
a foliated arkose, and as regards the third, the theories are by no means 
completely established. Still, though absolute proof is wanting, there is a 
distinct balance of evidence in favour of the more foliated gneisses being of 
newer origin than the massive forms, and this is in accordance with the type 
which the foliated gneisses and their accompanying beds of cry.-talline 
schist exhibit, intermediate between that of the granitoid gneiss on the 
one hand and the distinctly sedimentary, though metamorphosed, beds of 
the transition systems on the other. 
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In the only critical and detailed examination of the gneisses of the 
Peninsula that we have at present,^ Lacroix has suggested the existence 
of groups of successive origin among the gneisses of the Salem district 
and Ceylon. His investigations were based entirely on specimens whose 
localities had been but imperfectly recorded, and the suggestion still lacks 
that confirmation from detailed observations in the field which alone could 
render it authoritative. It is, however, probable, as will appear in the 
sequel, that there are more than two successive series of gneisses repre- 
sented in the Peninsula of India. 

After these introductory remarks it will be best to proceed to a brief 
review of the principal points of our knowledge of the gneisses in 
different districts of the Peninsula, commencing with that of Bundel- 
khand. 

This gneiss forms the basis of lower Bundelkhand, as distinguished 
from the higher portions of that district lying on the adjoining Vindhyan 
plateau. On the north-north-east border, for 200 miles, the gneiss is 
gradually covered by the superficial deposits, forming outlying and mar- 
ginal portions of the Gangetic plains, at an elevation of 500 to 600 feet 
above the sea. Elsewhere the area is very sharply bounded by a scarp 
of overlying formations, whether Vindhyan or transition. Along the base 
of the scarp to the south-west the elevation varies between i,oco and 
1,200 feet above the sea, the scarp itself rising to 1,900. The gneiss 
sometimes forms hills, but the general features of the ground are flat, un- 
dulating uplands, sparsely cultivated, including shallow valleys and pliins 
of alluvial land. 

Gneiss is by far the commonest rock.^ It may be described as consist- 
ing of some six minerals — red orthoclase felspar, a white plagioclastic 
felspar (probably oligoclase), quartz, hornblende, chlorite, and mica. In 
any one place the gneiss may contain only two of these, or it may in- 
clude all of them. With regard to texture every variety is met with, 
from a homogeneous felstone, in which no individual mineral can be dis- 
tinguished even with a lens, to a coarsely porphyritic rock, including 
felspar crystals more than two inches long. The orthoclase nearly always 
forms the main mass, and exceeds in quantity all the other minerals to- 
gether. Its ordinary colour is a darkish red, but now and then it is much 
paler, and almost or quite white. In such cases it is not easy to distin- 
guish the felspars on a fresh fracture, when both occur, bat the difference 
becomes apparent on a weathered surface. The orthoclase has a 
vitreous, or somewhat pearly, lustre and translucent aspect, the other is 

1 Bull, Soc. Ftanq. Minhal.^ XII, 83, (1S89) ; ^ The characters of the rocks of this a-'ea are 
RecoidSi XXIV, 155, (1891). chiefly taken from the unpublished reports of 

Mr. F R. Mallet. 
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dull and quite opaque, having been superficially altered into kaolin. The 
plagioclastic felspar is a comparatively uncommon mineral, when present 
it plays quite a subordinate part, and occurs in much smaller crystals than 
the orthoclase. As often as not, no free quartz can be detected in the 
gneiss, and it very rarely indeed occurs in large quantity The rock is 
usually hornblendic, but sometimes the hornblende is partially or entirely 
replaced by chlorite and mica. The mica is of more than one species, both 
uniaxial and biaxial, and of varying colours, green, brown, black, and 
silvery-white, the last being rare and chiefly found in the southern part 
of the area. 

Foliation is seldom w^ell developed, the rock being very commonly to 
all appearance perfect granite, but no direct evidence has been obtained, 
beyond this, of the existence of true granite, and sometimes, by close 
examination, traces of foliation may be detected in rock which at first 
sight appears quite devoid of it. This foliation has generally an east- 
north-east direction, but varies to north-east and east-south-cast. The 
planes are more or less vertical. 

The subordinate varieties of rock, all combined, are of very insigni- 
ficant extent in comparison to the gneiss. One of the most prominent is 
hornblende rock, which sometimes resembles trap very closely, parts 
of it being as fine-grained as the intrusive dykes of dioriie, or the over- 
flowing basaltic trap, and weathering into similarly rounded lumps, but 
this vaiiety passes into a much coarser kind in wdiich the felspar and 
quartz are well separated. The most trappean looking portions, more- 
over, contain thin strings and films of epidote, which have not been 
observed in the trap. Another well-marked variety contains about equal 
quantities of hornblende and w'hite or greenish-white felspar, in crystals 
about an eighth of an inch long. This rock sometimes contains, in addi- 
tion, an inconsiderable proportion of reddish felspar, quartz, and green 
mica, and very minute specks of iron pyrites. 

Besides the hornblende-rock, talcose, hornblendic, chloritic, quartzose, 
and even argillaceous schist, and the combinations of these with each other, 
occur with the gneiss. Mica schist has not been observed. Schists are of 
very rare occurrence in the gneiss generally, but all the above varieties are 
to be found in some force in the southernmost part of the area, in the 
Maraura region. This peculiarity of distribution is so marked that it 
was thought that the schistose strata might here be separable from the 
gneiss, a suggestion which is much encouraged by the fact that the great 
quartz-reefs, elsewhere so prevalent in the gneiss, stop short of this ground, 
but it has not as yet been found possible to draw a line between the 
gneissic and the schistose subdivisions. Gneiss of the usual type is still 
a prevalent rock in the schistose area, and is the most southerly rock seen 
at Shahgarh. It seems, too, to be truly associated with the schists. \Ve 
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may perhaps at least infer that in this region we have the top of the 
gneissic series of Bundelkhand. 

It is a noteworthy fact that over the whole of this large area of gneiss 
not a single bed of limestone has been detected. 

Pegmatite veins, from a few inches to a foot or two in breadth, are 
very common. If these were intrusive, it might be expected that they 
would be somewhat uniform in composition, irrespective of the nature of 
the surrounding rock, but it has been invariably observed that the felspar 
of the vein is the same as that of the rock adjacent, whether the latter is 
orlhoclase or plagioclase, or includes both, the chief difference consisting 
in the larger crystallisation and in the usual absence of the third mineral 
(hornblende, etc ) in the veins. It is therefore presumable that the veins 
were formed by segregation at the time of the crystallisation of the gneiss. 

The almost total absence of accessory minerals in these rocks is 
remarkable. Mr. Mallet only mentions epidote sparingly in the horn- 
blende rock, schorl in some of the small quartz veins of the Maraura 
region, small grains of ilmenite in some of the pegmatite veins, and 
strings of altered kyanite in the quartzose rock of Dhankua hill. Small 
pieces of galena have been sent from Jhdnsi for analysis, but their 
locality is not known, and they may not have been procured from the 
gneiss. Iron ore has been extensively burrowed for at Dhawara, it is a 
decomposed earthy condition of the banded haematite and quartz. The 
absence of any trace or tradition of gold in connection with the quartz 
reefs is noteworthy. 

All over lower Bundelkhand long narrow serrated ridges composed 
of quartz-reefs form a most striking feature of the landscape. They 
run in straight lines, generally w'ith a north-east to south-west direction, 
sometimes attain an elevation of 600 feet over the surrounding country, 
and are exclusively confined to the gneissic series. They are pretty 
equally distributed over the ground, with the exception noticed in the 
southern region, which, moreover, lies right across the strike of the reefs 
to the north-east 

The prevalent strike of these quartz-reefs is about north-east by 
north, but varies from north-north-west to east north-east The 
breadth of the veins varies from a few feet up to 1 00 yards, in the reef 
west of Bhagwa. Some of them are traceable in a direct line for more 
than 60 miles, the local interruptions which occur being sometimes due 
to removal by denudation, sometimes to strangulation of the vein itself. 
Other reefs, again, though of full thickness and very prominent at the 
surface, are short and end abruptly. There is a good case of this at 
Dehri, where a broad reef, 300 feet high, is only about a mile long, no 
trace of it occurring in the gneiss to the north or south. The narrow 
gaps by which the minor streams in many places cross the reefs give 
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peculiar facility for the formation of lakes, as a very short dam is often 
sufficient to pond back a large surface of water, and many of the numer- 
ous artificial lakes in Bundelkhand are formed in this way. 

The reefs are often affected by joint planes, which sometimes give an 
appearance of horizontal bedding to the mass. When parallel w ith the 
direction of the reef itself they suggest, in a more puzzling manner, the 
impression of a bedded mass. Now and then the quartz is much shattered. 
At Deokalli and Bagpura samples might be taken for the Bijawar horn- 
stone-breccia, a description of W'hich will be found on a subsequent page. 

Foliation is often developed, owing to the metamorphic condition ol 
the reefs themselves, and it usually extends to the contiguous gneiss, 
which is generally so amorphous. When the foliation in both rocks has 
the same direction as the reef itself, the quartz mass might be taken to 
be interbedded with the gneiss. Generally the foliation is oblique to the 
direction of the vein, while still the same as that of the gneiss. 

Many of the reefs are of greyish white quartz. Frequently they con- 
tain a large amount of impure serpentine, and occasionally they are formed 
almost entirely of this material. The more northerly of the tw'o ridges at 
Dallipur is an example. At Rajapur a band of nearly black serpentine 
occurs, apparently a continuation of the quartz vein to the north. In 
many cases the gneiss is serpentinous for some distance cn each side of a 
vein, there being no distinct separation between the two rocks, but ser- 
pentinous gneiss has not been observed except near a quartz vein. 
Steatite takes the place of serpentine in a few veins. 

From his observations, as above sketched, Mr. Mallet concludes that 
the reefs were probably formed before the metamorphism of the gneis 
was accomplished. 

Many of the quartz-reefs, as well as the gneiss itself, are traversed by 
more recent, and much smaller, veins of pure white quartz, the thickest not 
much exceeding one foot in breadth. They are very frequently crystalline 
and drusy in the centre, and they are ahvays sharply distinct from the rocks 
they traver.'je. Their direction is very irregular. 

The gneiss of Bundelkhand is also remarkable for being traversed by 
extensive trappean intrusions, none of wdiich penetrate any of the young(M* 
formations. These dykes, of true igneous rock, are more numerous than th(‘ 
quartz-reefs, and exhibit nearly as much regularity in their course, their 
prevailing direction being about north-west by north, so as to cut the reefs 
obliquely at an angle of about 70°. Some few run east of north,, or due 
west. Many are of considerable size, a breadth of 100 feet being not 
unfrequent, while some are much wider. They are often persistent for 
great distances. The commonest type is an extremely hard and lough 
close-grained greenstone (diorite), in which the hornblende and the white 
felspar are sometimes clearly separated. The rock often weathers into 
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large rounded blocks without aii}’ tendency to exfoliation. The small 
dykes are of a more earthy texture. 

It is very rare to find any intersections of the dykes and reefs that 
can be taken as conclusive of their relative age. It is not so uncommon 
to find a dyke running close up to a reef on both sides without cutting 
it, but such an occurrence might easily happen, even though the reef w^ere 
the older, as it may have offered a greater resistance to splitting. One 
good case of the converse carries much more weight. Mr. Mallet records 
an occurrence where a quartz vein, striking east-20^-north, abuts against 
a strong dyke running west- 2 o°*north, traces of the quartz being found 
also on the other side. But he considers the general argument from 
the condition of the two rocks to be independently conclusive, the trap 
ha's certainly not undergone metamorphism, whereas the reefs as certainly 
have. 

The history of this comparatively small area of gneiss would be very 
interesting. It has served as a shore or a bed for each of the great 
adjoining formations. The Bijd wars and the Gwdliors lie upon its margin 
north and south, but no detached outliers of either are found within its 
border, so that it may have been a well-elevated area at the period of their 
formation. The same may be said of the lower Vindhyan deposits It 
is not so with the upper Vindhyans, of w'hich the outliers are numerous, 
and He at considerable distances from the scarp of the basin. In the east 
these form a portion of an ascending slope, the base of the capping 
Vindhyan sandstone beinghigher in the outliers than in the scarp. In the 
north-west it is curiously the reverse, the gneiss reaches high up all along 
the w estern scarp, but the outliers of Vindhyan sandstone to the eastward 
rest at the general level of the low country. 

The next overlying formation is the Deccan trap, remnants of which 
are found on the low ground in the southernmost part of the area, and 
traces of the infra-trappean (Lameti) conglomerate occur more exten- 
sively in the same position. That this portion of the scarp-bounded area 
can have been so occupied almost necessarily implies that the whole of 
the gneissic ground must, at the period of the Deccan trap, have had 
a configuration very like what it has now, and, the source of the eruptive 
rock being presumably to the south or south-west, the lava must have 
poured from the plateau to the lowlands. Trap does, in fact, occur 
continuously from one level to the other in the Madanpur gorge, but its 
condition suggests no resemblance to a lava stream. 

The newer type of gneiss is well developed south of the Vindhyan 
basin, in Rewi, Mirzapur, and Behar. It has been there examined by 
Mr. Mallet, from whom the account of the Buiidelkhand area has been 
taken, and consequently we have not to allow for discrepancies of 
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observation.^ He gives the following tabular abstract of the constituents 
of the gneiss in Singrauli, a petty principality now absorbed in the Rewd 
state and adjoining districts : — 

1,— Minerals occurring as constituents of the gneiss : — 

Quartz, orthoclase, oligoclase, muscovite, biotjce, hornblende, epidote. 

а. — Occurring in beds in the gneiss : — 

Limestone, dolomite, corundum, magnetite, quartz as quartzite and 
quartz-schist, hornblende as hornblende-rock, tremolite-rock and 
jade, mica as mica-schist, epidote. 

3. — Occulting in veins in the gneiss 

fl.— Quartz in veins and reef-quartz, stilbite (?) 

6. — In pegmatite veins 'as constituents) ; orthoclase, oligoclase, quartz, 
mica. 

c , — In epidotic veins : epidote, quartz. 

4. — Accidental minerals in the gneiss : — 

Magnetite, ilmenite, schorl, garnet. 

5. — Accidental minerals occurring in the subordinate beds (2) of the gneiss : — 

а. — In the limestone— magnetite, pyrite, haematite, serpentine, chryso- 

tile, phlogopiie (?), wollastonite. 

б. — In corundum bed— schorl, euphyllite, diaspore. 

c. — In jade bed (associated with corundum)— corundum, rutile (?), schorl, 
euphyllite. 

б. — Accidental minerals occurring in the veins, etc., in the granite veins 

а. — In the quartz-vems— micaceous iron, tremolite, augite, epidote, schorl, 

muscovite. 

б , — In the quartz-reefs — galena, cerussite. 

c.— In the pegmatite veins— schorl, garnet. 

To this list may be added the minerals found by Mr. Mallet in the 
same zone further to the east, in Haz^rfbdgh : lepidolite, tourmaline, 
beryl, apatite, leucopyrite, and tinstone. Zircon is also said to occur. 

The contrast between the minerals named in this tabic and the con- 
stituents of the Bundelkhand gneiss is very striking. The most marked 
differences are the abundance of the disseminated quartz, the compara- 
tive frequency of limestone, and dolomite, and of mica schist, -and the 
general occurrence of accessory minerals in the Bengal gneiss. 

The structural characters present another noteworthy point of con- 
trast between these two gneissic series. In Bundelkhand the rock is 
generally homogeneous and amorphous, the foliation obscure and con- 
stantly in more or less, vertical planes, as if due to the causes which 
produce cleavage. In the Bengal gneiss bordering the Bijdwar basin on 
the south, the foliation coincides with what appears to bathe original lami- 
nation and bedding. It has a general east-north-east strike, corresponding 
with that of the main rock-boundaries, but the alternating strata frequently 
roll about at low angles of dip, or are crushed together confusedly, the 
foliation constantly agreeing w ith the lie of the beds. A third point of 

* Mr. Mallet’s work las been only partially published, Hecoids, V, i8 ; VI, 42 ; VII, 3?, (1872-74), 
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contrast is in the relation to the overlying transition formations, which 
rest nearly horizontal and undisturbed on the gneiss of Bundelkhand, and 
are uniformly disturbed, metamorphosed and subjected to granitic intru- 
sions where they occur in contact with the gneiss of the Bengal area. 

Quartz-reefs have been described in this gneiss also, but to a very 
subordinate extent, and their origin as veins is in many cases open to 
question. A common mode of occurrence of this quartz, or quartzite, is close 
to the boundary of the slate and gneiss series, but it does not coincide with 
their junction, and it is not in any sense a contact-formation separating 
sharply distinct types of rock. It occurs in the strike of the foliation and 
stratification, and may well be an altered quartzite. 

There is a rock common in this northern area of the Bengal gneiss, 
perhaps occurring most typically within the zone mainly occupied by the 
transition series. It is known as dome gneiss, from its weathering into 
great hemispherical or ellipsoidal masses of bare rock, the only divisional 
planes being concentric layers of exfoliation^ The domes are often 
several hundred feet high, and form a very peculiar object in a landscape. 
Foliation is always more or less traceable, and, in every respect of texture 
and composition, the rock is the same as that of the thin bands alternating 
with schists in the adjoining ground. Both are often porphyritic, the 
dome-gneiss generally so, containing large ill-formed (rounded) crystals 
of felspar. There can be no doubt that the peculiar form exhibited by 
this rock is due to the occurrence of large masses of more homogeneous 
composition than usual, but the question is how these conditions were 
produced, whether we must not suppose a partial degree of plasticity to 
have been attained, and whether the rock is not in a manner intrusive. 
At the Kal^pahir and the Bhiaura hills on the northern fringe of the 
Haziribagh plateau, and the Mandar hill of the Bhigalpur district in the 
same geological region, there are very typical examples of the dome-gneiss. 

The comparative rareness of trap-dykes in the Bengal gneiss is another 
point of contrast with the Bundelkhand area. In some parts they are 
pretty frequent, perhaps most so in the vicinity of the basins of Gondwdna 
rocks, where they are often continuous into such basins, thus fully establish- 
ing their comparatively recent date, but they are by no means generally 
distiibuted. 

Pegmatite is not uncommon in the gneiss of Singrauli. Mr. Mallet 
does not consider this to be intrusive, its composition varying with the 
rock it traverses, as was explained in ti e case of the pegmatite of 
Bundelkhand. In northern Haz^ribagh, however, he describes the extensive 
occurrence of intrusive pegmatitic granite, ramifying in the most intricate 
manner, in veins and djkes of from i inch to 50 yards wide, through both 
the gneiss, and the transition schists, and maintaining its composition 

i V. Ball, Memoirs, VI, 132, (1867) ; XVIII, 9S» 
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irrespective of the enclosing rock. It is composed, in order of cr)stallisa- 
tion, of touimaliiie, mica, felspar, and quartz, all four being generally 
piesent, but their proportions vary greatly. Its texture is very uneven, 
the c^'arsest forms being often found in comparatively narrow dykes. It is 
in this rock that the mica-mines of Behar are worked. Not unfrequently the 
pegmatite assumes the curious form known as graphic granite. 

The gneiss of the Chutii Nagpur districts, up to the basin of trans- 
ition rocks in south-west Bengal, is more or less freely interbedded 
with micaceous hornblendic and silicious schists, and occasional bands of 
the porphyritic granitoid variety. Patches also occur of less highly meta- 
morphic schists. 

The junction of the Chiitii Nagpur or Bengal gneiss with the trans- 
ition rocks of Singhbhdm, is described by Mr. BalP as a great fault. But 
within this basin of submetamorphic rocks there are extensive inlicrs 
of a gneiss which seems to be of an older date than that of Chutid Ndgpur, 
and is apparently equivalent to the Bundelkhand gneiss. It is very uniform 
and granitoid, there is a total absence of the thin-bedded gneiss, schists, 
etc., which abound in the main gneissic area to the north, and we again find 
a remarkable abundance of trap-dykes, forming tw’'0 intersecting system.*-, 
having north-westerly and north-easterly courses, respectively. In contact 
with this Chutia Nagpur gneiss the transition stiata exhibit a minimum 
of alteration and disturbance. Mr. Ball describes them, at and near 
Chaibdsd, as sandstones and mudstones resting immediately on the rough 
weathered surface of the granitic gneiss. There are local faults along tiic 
boundary, but it is certain that the original relation of the two series is lik<^ 
that between the Bijdwars and the Bundelkhand gneiss, as already described 

Further south, in the Tdlcher country, the ordinary newer type of 
metamorphic rocks again prevails. The following rough classification ot 
them is given by Mr. Blanford* : — 

Gness, a. - Hard, coarse, and felspcthic, becoming sometimes lithologically a 
perfect granite. 

„ i.— Soft foliated, quartzose or micaceous. 

„ Compact, but sometimes soft, containing garnets, frequently decom- 
posed. 

Hornblendic gneiss or schist, soft and foliated, 

Quartz'sehibt or schistose quartz, occurs frequently in bands separated by softer 
micaceous layers 

The variations in composition coincide with the planes of foliation, the 
prevailing direction being west-north-west to east-south- east. 

Higher up the Mahiradf valley in the neighbourhood of Sambalpur, 
Mr. Ball® observed syeuitic and protogenic gneiss as common, horn- 
blende-rock and schist as somewhat rare, strong quartzites forming the 

> aiemous, xvni, 8H, 130, (1881). ^Memoiis, I, 39, (1856). » Reemds, X, iSl, (iS?;). 
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most peculiar feature in the gneiss ; mica-schist, quartz-schist, and shaly 
slate (and in one instance, near K^tikela north-east of Sambalpur, a con- 
glomerate) were found associated with the gneiss. The strike in this 
region would seem to be very variable— east to west, north to south, north- 
west to south-east, and north-east to south-west, being all recorded. 

On the same latitude, about Nigpur, Dr Blanford* has noticed the 
general resemblance of the gneissic rocks to those of Bengal. Here 
again there is much irregularity in the strike. 

There is but little information available regarding the gneiss of the 
Nizam’s dominions in Haiderdbid. Westward of kamamet the massive form 
is known to be largely developed in broad bands running about north-north- 
west, with the more foliated types intervening. From a short distance east 
of Kamamet the schistose forms are found,* and continue to the eastern 
limit of the gneiss area’. 

In the Nellore portion of the Carnatic, and the coastal regions of 
the Kistna and Godavari districts, Dr. W. King recognised four distinct 
varieties of gneiss, occupying separate areas and apparently indicating 
different periods of formation, which were distinguished as — * 

4. Micaceous, talcose and hornblendic schists, with few quartz- ■Js^histose 
schists or quartz-rock . . • • • • -I gneisses. 

3. Foliated gneisses with frequent quarte-schtsts or quarte-rock ' 

2. Grey gneiss, sometimes porphyrkoid . . « • Massive 

I. Red granitoid gneiss gneisses 

The red granitoid gneiss only occurs south-west of Venkatagiri and 
westwards into the upland of North Arcot and Cuddapah. The gneiss is 
generally a close-grained aggregate of quartz and felspar (orthoclase, oligo- 
clase (?) and a little albite), hornblende being often scarcely discernible 
and mica even more rare. The quartz is of two forms^ dull amorphousi 
and glassy, and the felspar usually of a pale flesh colour. 

The grey granitoid gneiss forms a band immediately east of this, and 
extends northwards along the eastern edge of the main exposure of Cudda- 
pah rocks. The actual passage from one type to the other is gradual, but 
on either side of a narrow interval the rocks differ decidedly in type. 
There is more variety in the rocks of this band than in the red gneiss, but 
the prevalent form is a rather rough gneiss of quartz, felspar, and hornblende. 
The rock is obscurely foliated, but the foliation can generally be detected. 

The boundary between the granitoid and the schistose gneisses is said 
to be tolerably defined. The latter are distinguished by their distinct 
foliation, and consist of hornblendic, micaceous, talcose, and chloritic 
schists, and well foliated and more massive gneisses. No attempt was made 
to map the two subdivisions separately, but the relative age was regarded 

> Memoirs^ IX, 30X, (1872). I ® W. King, Memoirs, XVIII, 201, (i88i)k 

* R. B. Foote, Reeoids, XVIII, 28, (1885). I * Mentions, XVI, 126, (1880). 
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ns that given in the tabular statement. The gneiss No. 4 is said to occur 
IB a band separating the granitoid gneisses from No. 3, and to overlie 
both. It seems probable, however, that an outcrop of the DharwSr system, 
which had not been separated when the survey was made, has been included 
with the metam orphics. 

In the northern portion of this area a fifth form of gneiss is known, 
w hich has been described as the Bezwada gneiss^ from the town of that name, 
where it is typically developed. It forms a band along the edge of the 
alluvial area from the Kistna northwards to the Goddvari, and, from its posi- 
tion as well as the less degree erf metamorphism it has undergone, is 
believed to be newer than the other gneisses. With the exception of thin 
subordinate bands of quartz-schist and quartzose gneiss, the usual rock 
is of a dark brownish colour, composed principally of lustrous red murchi- 
sonite, which sometimes so predominates that there are seams, and even 
thick beds, of felspar rock, the inurcbisonite being then granular. Garnets 
are frequently scattered through the rock and often extremely abundant. 
Here and there graphite occurs in sufficient abundance to convert the rock 
into a graphitic schist, 

These rocks appear to extend northwards along the coast as far as 
Vizagapatam*, where they attain an extensive development, and, besides 
the types of rock seen further south, contain some bands of crystalline 
limestone. 

In the southern part of this area important mica mines have lately 
been opened hi some very coarse granite intrusions. At Inikurti the 
crystals are as much as 10 feet in diameter, sheets of 4 or 5 feet across 



Fig. 3. Mica mines at Inikurti. 

have been obtained, free from adventitious inclusions which would spoil 
1 W. King, J/emoits, XVI, ao6, (i8So). | » W. King, Sfeords, XIX, i (1886). 
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their commercial value, but the size of the crystals can perhaps be best 
realised from the photograph reproduced in figure 3. 


In the south Marathi country, and in the Bellary district, the massive 
type of gneiss, resembling that of Bundelkhand, is largely developed. 
The outcrops form broad bands intervening between the strips of trans- 
ition rocks, which rest on an eroded surface of the granitoid gneiss. 
There are two principal types of this,** first a fine or medium-grained red- 
dish or grey rock, sometimes so homogeneous as to be hardly distin- 
guishable from a felsite, whose most remarkable accessory mineral is 
pistacite, occurring in veinlets and films lining the joints, and also as grains 
scattered through the mass of IJie rock. The other type is coarse-grained, 
often highly porphyritic, and is principally developed in the west, while 
the finer-grained types are more common in the east of the district. The 
foliation In the coarse-grained porphyritic rock is very obscure, and t^^e 
prevailing felspar a pink ortboclase. 

Schistose-foliated gneiss is found in a band lying between the massive 
porphyritic rock of Bellary and the band of Dh^rwirs to the south-west, the 
principal form of rock is quartzo-hornblendic, but no sections showing the 
contact of this rock with those on either side were seen. 

Numerous veins of granite, composed of quartz, red or pink orthoclase, 
and pistacite, are found intersecting the granitoid gneiss near Gooty, and 
the schistose bornblendic gneiss further south. 

The crystalline rocks in Bellary district are, as a rule, very unlike the 
mass of the gneisses in the east and south of the Peninsula, but bear 
a very strong petrographical likeness to the Bundelkhand gneiss. The 
resemblance is not only a petrographical one in hand specimens, but 
also a very striking one in the features of the landscapes of parts of these 
two widely remote regions — a likeness abundantly confirmed by compari- 
son of good photographic views of the granitoids in both tracts. 

The long, narrow, serrated edges of quartz reefs, w^hich form such 
frequent and striking a feature in the Bundelkhand landscape, are nearly 
as common in Bellary district and other parts of the Ceded Districts, and, 
like those in Central India, they not unfrequently attain to heights of 
500 to 600 feet and upwards above the general level. The granitoid 
gneisses in Bellary district and the adjacent districts of Anant^pur, 
Karnul, and Cuddapah, are also traversed by very numerous trap dykes, 
of great size and length, which often rise into bold crests and ridges, form- 
ing very conspicuous objects in the landscape. The relation of these to 
the gneisses and to the great quartz reefs is precisely the same as in the 
typical Bundelkhand area. 

* The description in the text is based on I Records. XIX, ico, (1886) and a forthcoming 
R. B. Foote, Memoirs^ XII, 37, (1876); ' Memoh oti the Belhry distticU 
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A further noteworthy fact, in perfect agreement with the geological 
structure of the Bundelkhand gneiss, is the total absence, as far as our 
present knowledge goes, of limestones in the gneissic region of Bellary, 
the south Maratha country, the Raichur Doib, and the districts of Anantd- 
pur, Karnul, and Cuddapah. Yet another point in which the granit- 
oid gneisses of Bundelkhand and Bellary show a strong similarity, is 
in the extraordinary rarity of accessory minerals — a point in which they 
differ much from the gneisses in the eastern Carnatic.' 

The gneissic rocks of Siwantw^ri and Ratnigiri in the Konkan, as 
the low country between the Saliyadri range and the sea is called, would 
seem, from Mr. Wilkinson's description, to be more varied than on the 
Deccan plateau above the ghats. Ihe distribution in separate bands of 
more massive and more schistose characters does not occur. The beds con- 
sist of true gneiss {i,e* a well foliated quartzo-felspathic rock), micaceous 
and hornblendic schists, quartzites, and altered micaceous sandstones, with 
some suboidinate bands of granitic and syenitic gneiss, also occasional 
talcose, chloritic and actinolitic schists. The mass of porphyritic syenite 
forming Wajhiri hill, five miles from Vengurla, is considered to be intru- 
sive.* 

In south Malabar Mr. Lake^ has described three principal types of 
gneissose rocks, which appear to be of different ages. They firstly^ the 
quartzose gneiss, composed principally of quartz and hornblende, or some- 
times mica, the other minerals are frequently absent, and thick bands of 
pure quartz occur; large masses and runs of very hornblendic rock are also 
found, and some beds consist principally of quartz and haematite, the latter 
apparently due to the decomposition of garnets. Secondly^ the garnetiferous 
gneiss, usually a granular rock, with much quartz, a little felspar, and horn- 
blende in varying, though seldom, large, proportion; garnets characterise the 
rock, and are occasionally very abundant, but usually subordinate to the 
quartz. Thirdly^ the felspathic gneiss, in which felspar forms the principal 
constituent, quartz also occurs, but there is very little of any other mineral. 
There are also exposures of granitoid and hornblendic gneissose rocks which 
appear to be intrusive and do not cover any large area in the district. 

The distribution of the three types of gneiss presents some features of 
interest. The quartzose type of rock is found in two areas, which are pro- 
bably connected with each other in the intervening unsurveyed ground. The 
strike of the foliation is nearly north and south. The quartzose gneiss 
is succeeded to the west by the garnetiferous, and this again by the felspathic 

i This and the two preceding paragraphs are clature between different observers in these 
extracted from Mr. R. B. Footers unpublished rocks j what some might call an altered 
MBmotT on the Be lary district. micaceous sandstone others would name <% 

^ SecoidSf IV, 4L (1871). Some allowance quarto-schist, 
must be made for discrepancies of nomen- * MemoUs, XXIV, aop, (1S90). 
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gneiss, in which the foliation runs nearljr east and west, but bends round 
the outcrops of the quartzose gneiss, in a manner suggesting very 
strongly that they are of different ages and that the latter is the oldest. 
7 he foliation is usually coincident with the banding in all three types, but 
w here the east and west foliation bends round the north and south foliation, 
there are occasional discrepancies. 

Our next note upon these rocks refers to the eouth*-east Wainid, on 
the uplands of Mysore at the north-west base of the Nflgiris. In the little 
map published with Dr. King^s leport ^ on this ground the greater part of 
the area is shown to be within the region of the steady east north-east 
strike which obtains in the Nflgiris and along the south-east edge of the 
Mysore plateau, but towards the north there is an area of troubled dips, 
centred round two masses of granitoid rock forming the Mani malai and 
Yedakal malai, north of which the foliation again passes into the normal 
north-north-west strike of the Sahyddri. Dr. King treats these granitic 
masses as doubtfully intrusive. This Nfigiri strike is noted as distinctly 
that of the lamination and bedding of the gneiss as well as of the folia- 
tion, the general dip here being southerly. Four belts of gneiss are 
recognised in the south Wainad, the quartzo-hornblendic gneiss of the 
northern face of the Nflgiris, and below (north) of it the Devala band 
of highly felspathic gneiss with two minor belts of chloritic gneiss. 
North of this is the quartzose and ferruginous band torming the Mar- 
panmadi range, beyond which is a broad area of more varied gneiss. 
7 he auriferous quarta-reefs are perhaps most developed in the Devala 
band, 7'heir lie is peculiar, the strike is north-north-west, corresponding 
with that of the gneiss in the country to the north, and at right angles to 
that of the rocks in which they occur, yet they generally have a low dip, 
from lo® to 30®, always easterly. One small trap dyke occurs in the 
Devala band, running east by north, nearly in the strike of the gneiss. 

In the Nflgiris* massive (obscurely foliated) gneiss prevails, but it 
is of a very different type from the massive gneiss of the south Marathi 
country, which is granitoid and copiously felspathic. It is in the very 
hornblendic variety of the gneiss, such as prevails over the northern 
portion of the Nfigiri plateau, that the foliation is least marked. 
The rock is described as hard, tough, and black, breaking with an even 
fracture and consisting of an intimate mixture of quartz and horn- 
blende, with some garnets. It was taken by early observers for syenite 
and greenstone. A similar rock, but with a variable proportion of felspar, 
is very common in the central parts of the hills. 7'here are also several 
btrong courses of a quarUo-felspathic gneiss, which has been taken 


VIII. 29, (1S7S). 


^ I, 21S, (1658). 
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for graphic granite.^ Locally this gneiss also contains garnets in great 
quantity. 

A few thin dykes of trap have been observed in the Nflgiri hills, but 
no granitic veins. Small irregular veins of white quartz are common, but 
no reefs have been observed. 

To the. south, as well as to the north, of theNfIgiris the gneiss of the 
low ground becomes well foliated and schistose. South of Coimbatore 
a band of limestone has been observed in the metamorphic rocks. Granit- 
ic veins are also common in this neighbourhood, being especially 
conspicuous in the hill of Sankari Drug, but no intruded granite mass 
of large dimensions occurs. Mr. H. F. Blanford, from whom the notes 
on the Nfigiris are taken, describes* a band of granitic rock to the 
north of Trichiuopoli,^and points out that this band is possibly a con- 
tinuation of the very similar rocks of Coimbatore, In Trichinopoli, as 
to the westward, there is no massive intrusion, but the whole band 
(about four to six miles wide) may be considered rather as a network of 
veins, running generally in the planes of foliation of a shattered band 
of highly foliated hornblendic gneiss, which is frequently twisted and 
contorted in every direction. The veins consist of a largely crystalline 
binary granite, mica occurring but rarely. The proportions of quartz and 
felspar vary greatly, and these ingredients sometimes affect the structure 
known as graphic granite. Mica is altogether a rare ingredient in the 
gneiss of this region of the Peninsula. 

A considerable area of the gneissic rocks of Southern India, from the 
Cauvery northwards, has been mapped in some detail. The geology has 
been described by Messrs. King and Foote, and the leading features have 
been made out, or at least suggested.* The belt of granitic intrusion 
along the north bank of the Cauvery, already mentioned, is on an anticlinal 
axis. Beds of variable gneiss and schists, with some limestone, dip from 
it on both sides. To the north they pass under the great mass of rocks 
forming the several clusters of hills in the Salem district, where, as in the 
Nfigiris, a syenitoid hornblendic gneiss is very prominent. With it 
are associated the various magnesian schists from which the magnesite of 
the “chalk hills” is derived* and also the great beds of magnetite which 
have made Salem famous as an iron-producing district. These are not 
lodes, but regularly bedded masses of banded iron-ore and quartz, associated 
with the gneiss. With the aid of the very conspicuous outcrops formed 
by this rock, several great features of contortion have been made out, 
proving the strata to be frequently repeated at the surface. 


^ Recent nopublished observations hy Mr. 
Holland indicate the probability that some of 
these aie intrusive. 

* Memoirs^ IV, 30, (1863). 

® Mefi-oUs^ IV, a6g, 11864). 


* Recent observations, as yet unpublished 
by Mr, Holland, show that the magnesite is 
probably derived from the decomposition of tlie 
ultrabasic intrusive rocks which he has deie: ted 
in this district. 
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A collection of rock specimens from tfee Salem district, made by Les- 
chenault de la Tour m 1819, has recently been made the subject of au 
important study by M. Lacroix/ who found among them an interesting 
series of acid and basic gneisses, scapolite bearing rocks, and mica 
schists. The greater part of his results are of a lithological and mineral- 
ogical nature, too isolated in their bearing on Indian geology to bear 
summarising here, and his suggestion, that the specimens belong to three 
separate stages, corresponding to those known as and k of the 

geological map of France, yet waits the confirmation of detailed work 
in the field. The paper is, however, of importance, apart from thevalu* 
able results it contains^ as showing bow much remains to be done in th<e 
study of the Jcidian gnelssose rocks. 

In South Arcot, to the east of the Salem IiilNgroups, a considerable 
area is occupied by rocks having a very granitic aspect, yet showing in 
many places an appearance of stratification and occurring in great con* 
tiiiuous ridges, which apparently form anticlinal and synclinal folds. The 
rock is composed of quartz and white and pink felspar. It frequently 
contains blocks, both angular and rounded, of hornblende schist. Alto« 
gether, the nature of this rock and its position in the metamorphic series 
are still open questions. 

North of Trichinopoli a change takes place in the direction of the 
strike of the metamorphic foliation analogous to that noticed in the 
Waindd. The east-north-east direction changes rapidly into noftI>north- 
east, parallel to the Coromandel coast. The regularity of the coast-line 
is no doubt connected with this fact, and it is interesting lo note how the 
main structural features of the fundamental rocks thus determine the 
actual configuration of the Peninsula. All the fossiliferous deposits, 
and even the later azoic formations, are but patches on the weather-worn 
surface of this most ancient gneissic mass« 

In the Madura and Tinnevelli districts the gneissose rocks are of 
two types/ one the ordinary granitoid gneiss, the other described as 
granular quartz rock, and Mr, Foote believed that he had recognised no 
less than six alternations of these in the northern portion of the Madura 
district. Such supposed stratigraphical successions, however, in rocks that 
have been so highly metamorphosed and disturbed as these, are open to 
grave elements of doubt. Both micaceous and hornblendic types of gneiss 
are found, granite intrusions are not abundant, quartz veins are rare, 
and trappean intrusions almost entirely absent. A few exposures of 
coarsely crystalline limestone in the gneiss are recorded, 

So€. Xll,83, (1889).] XXIV, 155*166, (iSgO- 

Translated by Mr, F, R. Mallet, Records, ® R. B. Foote, M^emohSi XX, 1 0, (18S3). 
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A few words may here be said regarding the distribution of the trap 
dykes which traverse the gneisses of southern India. They are extremely 
rare inTinnevelli and south Travancore, and very few are seen in Madura, 
PiSddkattii, south Trichinopoli, or in the band penetrated by granite 
veins north of the Cauvery. In north Trichinopoli, Salem, and South Arcot 
the number increases, but in Coimbatore they are not numerous On the 
Nflgiris they are few and small, and only one is known in the Waindd. In 
North Arcot they are very numerous, and often large and of great length, 
they continue to be numerous in south-west Cuddapab and Anantdpur, 
becoming less so in Belkry and Karndl. In Chengalpat, Nellore, and 
Kistna they are not common, and none very large. 

In composition the trap is dioritic, usually of medium grain, though 
both very coarse and very fine-grained varieties are met with. The in- 
trusions are of very ancient date, and probably connected with the vol- 
canic outbursts of the Cuddapah system, I he ancient volcanic neck of 
Wajra Karur, a notice of which will be found in a subsequent chapter; 
may be connected with them. 


Turning northwards to the Arfivalli range, we have very few observa- 
tions recorded, regarding the gneissose rocks. In some exposures 
in the northern part of the range and on its eastern margin, beds 
belonging to one of the transition systems are said to rest unconformably 
on granitoid gneiss,* but in the central portion of the range the contact 
is said to be transitional and accompanied by an interstratilication 
of the transition beds with the gneiss. It is not impossible that there is 
gneiss of at least two distinct ages in the range, .but the apparent trans- 
ition is probably due to the disturbance the beds have undergone, and 
the apparent interstratification to veins of gneissose granite intrusive 

along the planes of bedding. True granite is known to occur abundantly 
in the Ardiallis. ^ 


The gneiss of Mount Abd and its neighbourhood is said to be highly fels- 
pathic, massive, and crystalline, but occasionally a few schistose beds occur 

t * n Narbada valley, near 

Jobat, wel foliated gneisses, with quartz and hornblende schists, are promi- 

nent, while mica schists and granitoid rocks are rare. Limestone and 
slates occur among the metamorphics, but whether the association is real, 
or only due to the disturbance they have undergone, is not clear * 


In extra-peninsular India the gneissose and granitoid rocks occupy a 

smal er proportion of the total area and, except in a small portion of L 

Himalayas, have been even less studied than in the Peninsula. 

> C. A. Hackett, Records, XIV, ayS, (t88,). • P. n. 3^,^, 'Uemoirs.XXl, 7, (1884). 
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Of the gneissose rocks of Afghanistan we have very little information. 
They are known to occur in the Safed Koh and in the Hindu Kush, and 
probably occupy the greater part of KafiristAn, up to the region of the 
Pdmfrs. 

In the Himalayas the few observations that have been recorded are 
often of a misleading nature, owing to the difficulty there often is in 
distinguishing between true gneiss which has become so metamorphosed 
as to be passing into granite, and granite which has assumed the foliated 
stiucture characteristic of gneiss. The broad features of the distribution 
of the gneissose rocks in the north-western portion of the Himalayas 
are tolerably known, and it is found that the area occupied by them 
not only corresponds to the regions of special geological elevation, 
but is approximately coincident with the principal ranges of high peaks, 
the coincidence being due quite as much to the comparatively greater 
resistance offered to denudation by the crystalline rocks, as to the fact 
of these being areas of greater special upheaval. 

In the region north-west of Kashmir, where the Himalayas and Hindu 
Kush meet, there is known to be a large extent of gneissose rocks, associated 
with some schistose slates and crystalline limestones, but no lithological 
details of importance are available. 

In Kashmir territory the boundaries of the crystalline rocks have been 
approximately mapped, and the rocks themselves cursorily described by 
Mr. Lydekker,^ but his description, being based on rapid traverses, contains 
tew details of sufficient importance and certainty to be repeated here, and 
fails moreover in always distinguishing between the gneissose granite 
and granitoid gneiss. Mr. Lydekker believed that the gneissose rocks 
were of two ages, — for the one, the older, he retained Dr. Stoliczka's name 
of ceiilrar^ gneiss, while the newer gneiss was regarded as conformable 
with, and in part formed by the metamorphism of, the sedimentary unfossil- 
iferous slates, believed to be of Silurian age, so largely developed in the 
Himalayas. It is more than probable that the Himalayan gneiss, like that 
of the Peninsula, belongs to more than one system, and is not all of one age ; 
but the second conclusion, though in consonance with a somewhat discredit- 
ed theory of metamorphism, is open to doubt, 1 he apparent interstratifica- 
tion of gneiss with schistose slates and limestone appears, in at least some 
instances, to have been due to foliated granite, intruded along the bedding 
planes, and the apparent complete metamorphism of the slates into gneiss 
is probably due either to a complete obliteration of the sedimentary rocks 
by a gneissose granite, or to a misinterpretation of the scattered observa- 
tions. 

» XXII, 265, (1883). It must be re - 1 widely separated traverses of the country 

mcmbered that the observations were made on | which has not yet been examined in detail. 
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It is certain, however, that in Zanskar, Rupshu, and the gneissose area 
which extends along the main axis of the Himalayas north of KumAun, true 
gneiss is largely devoloped. In places this is well foliated, and exhibits a 
succession of parallel layers, of differing mineral constitution, which are 
strongly suggestive of an origin by some process <4 sedimentation.* But 
often the gneiss is extremely granitoid, with the bedding very obscurely 
exhibited, and it is at present uncertain whether this is merely the 
result of a more advanced metamorphism of the bedded gneiss or indicates 
a difference of age. 

No careful and critical examination of these gneisses has been made as 
yet The principal minerals are quartz, orthoclase, and mica, in varying 
proportions, but plagioclase felspars, schorl, garnet, and kyanite are not 
uncommon accessory constituents. In some of the beds porphyritic crys- 
tals of orthoclase are found, of lenticular shape with a well developed crys- 
talline structure, exhibiting universally a twinning of the Carlsbad type, 
with the plane of twinning coincident with that of the foliation. 

The gneiss of the Darjiling district is of the foliated type, apparently 
a true gneiss^ composed of translucent colourless quartz, opaque white 
felspar and dark brown and silvery mica, varying in texture from fine- 
grained to moderately coarse. The gneiss frequently passes into mica 
schist or felspathic mica schist, bands of quartzite are rare, while horn- 
blendic rocks are extremely uncommon and in beds of insignificant 
thickness. Almost the only accessory minerals are kyanite, schorl, and 
garnet, the two last often forming large-sized crystals in the schists. 

The well-bedded gneisses seen on the ascent from the Sutlej valley 
to the Babeh pass, were originally classed by Dr. Stoliczka^ with his 
“central*^ gneiss, which he considered as forming the original central 
axis of the Himalayan chain, on either side of which the subsequent de- 
posits were accumulated. The name has, after being current for many 
years, been abandoned of late, as it implies a theory which, to say the 
least, has not been proved, and because a granitoid porphyritic rock, 
which was included with these bedded gneisses and resrarded as the 
typical member of the system, has since been shown to be a true granite 
in its mode of occurrence. 

This rock consists of porphyritic crystals of orthoclase imbedded in a 
fine-grained matrix composed of quartz, orthoclase, some plagioclase 
felspar, and mica, both biotite and muscovite, as well as crypto-crystalliue 
mica whose exact mineralogical species is indeterminable, with magnetite, 
garnet and schorl as accessory minerals.^ The larger masses of this rock 

‘ It is now well established that the apparent beds themselves occasionally show palpable 
strati6cation of the crystalline gneisses is indications of their detrital origin, 
often deceptive. In the cases reierred to in » F. R. Mallet, Memoirs, XI, 43, (1874) 
the text this cannot always be the case, for not s Memoirs, V, 15, (1865). 
only are acres of surface of a single bed occa- * C. A. McMahon, Records X, 22 ; XV, 34 
sionally exposed on the steep hill-sides, but the XVI, 129J XVII, 53 i68; (1877-84; 
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exhibit slight traces of foliation^ generally recognisable in the field, 
but barely, if at all, in hand specimens. Besides the larger, slightly 
foliated, intrusions it is found in sheets, generally intruded along the planes 
of bedding, and traceable at times for distances of 20 miles with a fairly 
constant thickness of as many feet. Under these circumstances, it has a 
remarkable resemblance to a truly interbedded rock, a resemblance en- 
hanced by the well-developed foliation, parallel to the bounding sur- 
faces, which these thin sheets invariably exhibit. But there is one con- 
stant character which marks both the thin sheets and the larger, less foli- 
ated, masses as intrusive, and that is the presence of numerous porphyritic 
crystals of orthoclase, one and all twinned on the Carlsbad type, varying in 
size from half an inch to as much as six inches across, and lying with their 
axes pointing in every direction. 

'Ihe small amount of disturbance with which the intrusion was 
accompanied, is in many cases remarkable. It is especially conspicuous in 
the case of the Chor mountain, which rises to a height of nearly 12,000 
teet, 25 miles south-east of Simla. All round this mountain the stratified 
rocks are comparatively little disturbed, dipping inwards on all sides, 
and in the centre of this quaquaversal dip the granite has risen, as if 
it had simply dissolved and absorbed the rocks whose place it occupies. 
There is some direct evidence that such really was the case, for in the 
south-eastern portion of the intrusion, where it has replaced volcanic 
beds of the carbonaceous system, the fine-grained matrix is coloured dark 
green from the amount ot hornblende it contains, a mineral which is 
usually conspicuous by its absence. Even the thin sheets appear to have 
been intruded to some degree in the same manner, for the further they 
are traced from their parent mass the more micaceous, that is to say the 
more impure, do they become, till the mica in some cases becomes so 
abundant that the rock splits easily into large flags. This contami- 
nation ol the rock only extends to the matrix, and the porphyritic ortho- 
clase crystals are unaffected, showing that they had already solidified, and 
crystallised out from the still fluid or pasty magma, when the rock was 
intruded into its present position^ 

A similar porphyritic granite is found in Hazara, where it has been 
graphically described by Mr. VVynne,^ it occurs in the core of a highly 
compressed anticlinal fold in the Pir Panjdl and Dhdola.Dhdr ranges, 
and extends eastwards along the ranges bordering the Sutlej valley. 
It is also found in the gneissic area to the north of this line, associated 
with the true gneisses of Zanskar and Rupshu, and, to the south of the 
main axis of intrusion, is found in the Chor mountain already referred to, 
and in the Dudatoli mountain in Garhwdl. Intrusions also occur in Kumdun 
which have not yet been mapped in detail. 

‘ Rccoidi, XII, iiS, (1879^. 
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The date of these intrusions is still undetermined, and the evidence is 
contradictory. On the one hand, we have the recorded occurrence of blocks 
of it in the so called Panjdl conglomerate of Kashmir,^ but on the 
other, the intrusive masses of the Pir Panjdl and Ohaola Ohdr ranges muse 
have been in a plastic condition subsequent to the period of deposition of 
the beds in which these boulders were imbedded. The probable explana* 
tion is that the boulders were derived from an ancient land area, composed 
of a rock very similar to the porphyritic granite of the Dadola Dhir, and 
that in the great compression and disturbance which caused the elevation 
of the Himalayas this rock was once more fused and intruded into the 
position where it is now found. 

Another very characteristic intrusive rock of the Himalayas is a white 
granite, occurring in veins of various sizes and degrees of coarseness cf 
texture. The granite consists of quartz, w-hite felspar, which in at least 
one instance is oligoclase,’ and muscovite. Schorl is a very common acces* 
sory constituent, and beryl, fluor spar, and garnet are found. The rock is a 
very common and conspicuous one along the principal axis of the Himalayas, 
occurring in intrusive masses and innumerable veins, ramifying through 
the gneiss and schists, and even penetrating the slates. Its intrusion 
appears to have been, generally, of later date than the porphyritic granite. 

Syenite is largely developed in the range north of the Indus and west 
of Leh, where it is unconformably overlaid by the eocene beds of the 
Indus valley. Another outcrop of syenite is known, east of Chakrdta, in 
Jaunsar, but this is intrusive in the slates, and is very probably of later 
origin than the Laddkh rock. 


From a geographical point of view, Assam and the Shillong plateau 
could not be affiliated to the Peninsula, but, geologically, this would 
appear to be their proper connection, since the prevailing rocks closely 
resemble the gneissic and transition formations of Bengal, and differ 
widely from the rocks of the adjoining mountains to the north and east. 
The structural characters bear the same relation ; on the edges of the 
Shillong plateau secondary and tertiary strata lie quite horizontally 
while much younger deposits have undergone intense disturbance in the 
contiguous Hjmdlayan and Burmese regions. The plateau thus forms a 
wedge-like mass of neutral ground, occupying an acute angle between 
two regions of contortion. 

The ground to which these remarks apply is not known to extend 
north-eastwuds, beyond the Dhaneswari (Ohansiri) river, though it is likely 
that the gneissic rocks stretch for some distance under the alluvium of 


Memoirs, XXII, aSo, (1883). 

Memoirs, V, 14, (1863). The felspar was at 


1 first incorrectly described as albite. See F R. 
J Mallet, Reeotds, XIV, 238, (t88i). 
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upper Assam. The principal area is the continuous hill-mass^ 250 miles 
long, between the Dhaneswari and Brahmaputra. The whole of the lower 
Assam valley may be included in the same geological region, for the numer- 
ous hills protruding through the alluvium, north of the Brahmaputra, consist 
of the same gneiss, and not of the Himalayan type of metamorphic rocks. 

The most interesting of these outcrops in the low ground of the Brah- 
maputra valley is one observed by Mr. Mallet’ within 200 yards of the 
tertiary sandstone at the base of the Himalayas, on the left bank of the 
Raidak river, in the western Bhutan DwArs. It is really within the sub- 
Himalayan zone, being up a river-valley, inside the mean outer boundary 
of the sandstones. The rock is thick-bedded hornblende-schist, a com- 
mon type of rock in the Bengal gneiss, but one that is rare in the DArjil- 
ing gneiss of the adjoining mountains. This is the only instance of close 
proximity of the azoic rocks of the Peninsula to the Himalayas. 

The only observations hitherto made on this Assam gneiss prove little 
more than that it has a likeness to the Bengal rock, and that the general 
strike is the same. Some granitic intrusions occur in the transition rocks 
of the Shillong area, in connection with which they will be noticed. 

Gneissose rocks are largely developed in the hill ranges which run 
southwards from the eastern termination of the Himalayas, to the east of 
Burma and Tenasserim, but very little is known of their constitution. 
More or less granitoid gneiss, hornblendic gneiss, crystalline limestone, 
quartzite and schists of various kinds are found. In many places the 
gneiss becomes a true granite, and much of the area is occupied by a rock 
which has been described by various observers as an eruptive granite. 
Some of the granitoid portions of the rock weather into remarkable 
rounded masses resembling perched blocks, isolated from each other 
by the disintegration of the intervening rock.* The hornblendic gneiss 
appears to be less common than in the Peninsula of India, while crystal- 
line limestone is not uncommon. 

These gneissic formations are known to be metalliferous in several 
places. Tin occurs in abundance in Tenasserim and the Malay Peninsula, 
lead and silver mines — one of them at least, the famous Bau-duen-gyee, 
of very large dimensions and highly productive — exist in the Shan States 
north-east of Ava, while the valuable and productive ruby mines of 
Mogouk and the less important ones nearer the capital, are situated in the 
same series of metamorphic rocks. 

From the foregoing brief account of the present state of our knowledge 
of the gneissose rocks of India, some idea of its imperfection can be 

> Memoirs XI, (1874). I Jour, As, Soc, Beng,^ XXXIV, pt, 2 , plates 

* Sketches of these are gii en by C. Parish, | vi, vij, viii, (xS65). 
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gath-ered. As was stated in the opening paragraph of this chapter, the 
attention of the Geological Survey has, with few exceptions, been only 
incidentally devoted to the gneissose rocks, the exceptions being almost 
exclusively surveys made at an early date, when the true nature and 
origin of these rocks was far less understood than at present. The 
analogy of other countries makes it impossible to doubt that results of 
great importance and value will be obtained when the great gneissose area 
of India comes to be examined in detail. 

In the meanwhile there seems to be only one thing certain, that what 
has been described as the older or Bundelkhand gneiss had already solidi- 
fied, acquired most if not all of the characteristics it now has, and been 
exposed to extensive denudation, at a period anterior to that of the oldest 
of the distinctly sedimentary rocks of the Peninsula. How far the banded 
gneisses are newer than this, or how far they are the result of subsequent 
changes of the older gneiss, it is at present impossible to say. The re- 
searches that have been made in other countries renders it almost certain 
that, in many cases, what has been described as stratification in the gneiss 
was nofproduced by any process analogous to sedimentation, but it is a 
result of the deformation and other changes set up in the rock by pressure, 
heat, and the intrusion of foreign igneous rocks. The recognition of this 
will necessitate a.,profound modification of many of the passages in this 
chapter, a modification whose extent and limit it is not yet possible to 
Indicate. 
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Resting upon the crystalline gneisses, and intervening between them and 
the oldest fossiliferous beds of the Peninsula, there are a number of rock 
systems whose age it is impossible to determine with certainty, whether 
relative to the European sequence or, in many cases, relative to each other. 
This difficulty is due to the complete absence of any recognisable fossil, 
an absence which in many cases is easily explicable by the disturbance 
and partial metamorphism the beds have undergone, but equally often they 
liave undergone little or no disturbance, and are apparently admirably 
fitted for the preservation of the remains of such animals as may have lived 
when they were deposited. 

Failing fossil evidence, we are compelled to fall back on lithological 
characters and the degree of disturbance or metamorphism the beds have 
undergone, and on these grounds they can be divided into a number of 
separate systems, representing different periods, or at any rate different 
areas, of deposition, and these systems can again be divided into two 
groups, — an older which, as a rule, has undergone considerable disturbance 
and some degree of metainorphism, and a newer which, as a rule, shows 
only gentle dips and a much less degree of alteration than the other. The 
characters are by no means constant; the Gwalior rocks, which we will 
have to include among the older group of systems, are almost undisturbed, 
w’hile the Cuddapahs, which will fall among the newer, are in places highly 
compressed and contorted. On the whole, how^ever, the distinction appears 
to be valid, as it certainly is convenient for the purposes of description, 
though it is impossible to say how far the eras represented by the two may 
not have overlapped each other. 

The newer of these groups of rock systems we can, wdth some degree 
of propriety, class as older palaeozoic, and for the older the name ^transition' 
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has become customary. This word is not intended to imply any theory 
as to the mode of origin of the deposits, but merely to indicate their posi- 
tion, intermediate between the older crystalline gneisses and the newer 
sedimentary deposits, which have undergone a less degree of disturbance 
and metamorphism. 

The most recently recognised of the transition rock systems, though 
probably the oldest in point of age, is that which has been described by 
Mr. Foote under the name of DhArwir system.^ As at present seen, it 
occupies a series of long bands and elongated outliers of highly disturbed 
beds, folded and faulted into the gneiss, which have a general north-north- 
west and south -south-east strike, and extend from the southern limit of 
the Deccan trap to the Cauvery valley, south of which only a few small 
outliers are known. 1 hese outcrops exhibit tw^o types of structure. They 
are either a sharply folded synclinal or series of synclinals, or else, show- 
ing on one side, usually the west, a natural boundary of original contact, 
they are cut off on the other by a fault of great throw, by which the softer 
beds of the upper Dhirwars have been dropped down, and so preserved 
from entire removal. 

The most westerly of these bands commences in the north as a series of 
inliers in the KalSdgi basin north-east of Belgium. From the southern 
edge of this basin it runs down, with a width of lo to i6 miles, past Dh^r- 
w4r to the Tungabhadra river. Here it spreads out and covers a large area 
in north-western Mysore, sending one offshoot down to within 40 miles of 
the city of Mysore, while another may possibly run southwards from Shimoga 
down into the low country of south Kdnara. The next of these bands 
starts at the southern boundary of the Kalddgi rocks and runs by Dambal 
and Chitaldrug to Chiknayakanballi. South of this the band bifurcates, — one 
branch extends to Seringapatam, the other, running somewhat east of south, 
crosses the Bangalore-Mysore railway. A third band runs along the north, 
east boundary of the KaWdgi rocks, east of Bellary, and on to the Penner 
river. Between this and the last-mentioned band there is a tract of 
DhSrwdr rocks forming the Sandur hills and copper mountains west of 
Bellary. .A fourth band runs southwards through the Shor^pur district 
past Maski to near the Tungabhadra. 

Besides these larger bands there are a number of outliers, the most 
important of which are those which form the gold-fields of KoUr, and the 
three bands, further east, which run out from under the Cuddapahs. 

The rocks of the Dhirwir system are hornblendic and chloritic 
schists, phy Hites and conglomerates, associated with contemporaneous trap, 
banded jasper, and hsematitic quartzites. The degree of metamorphism 

1 The principal published descriptions of the text are principally based on the unpub- 
theDhdrwdr system are in XXI, 40-56, Hshed Memoir on the Bellary district by 
(iSSId, and XXII, 17-39, (1889). The notes in Mr. R. B. Foote. 
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they have undergone appears to vary considerably and to be connected 
with the var}ing and often extreme degree of compression they have 
undergone. Generally speaking, the beds are distinctly schistose and fre- 
quently well-characterised schists, but in places they are described as arc 
gillites, which readily weather into soft shale. The dioritic traps, which are 
usually found conspicuously developed in the lower part of the series, arc 
replaced by hornblende schists on some of the highly disturbed sections, 
and the pebbles in the conglomerates have occasionally been deformed 
into long rod-like forms. 

Conglomerates are of frequent occurrence at and near the base of the 
system, some being of the ordinary type of true conglomerate, others of 
that type, consisting of boulders scattered through a fine-grained matrix, 
for which the name of * boulder beds^ has been suggested. The included 
pebbles and boulders consist of various varieties of schist, quartz, quartz- 
ite, grit, banded hornstone, and gneiss. 

The haematitic quartzites are composed of alternating layers of quartz- 
ite and haematite In proportions varying from a rich, puie, haematite iron 
ore on the one hand, to a banded hornstone containing little or no 
iron on the other. These haematite beds are everywhere found in the 
lower portion of the system, and owing to their hardness, they stand 
up as sharp ridges from the softer schists, wdiich have been denuded away 
from their sides, thus acquiring a conspicuousness quite out of proportion 
to their real importance. Ihey are specially abundant in the Sandur state, 
where there are vast supplies of a rich, pure, haematite iron ore, formerly 
worked to a considerable extent, by the natives of the country. The 
industry is now almost extinct, as much in consequence of the reckless 
destruction of forests as the competition of imported iron, 

The Dh4rw dr system is economically important as it carries all the 
paying gold reefs that have yet been discovered in Southern India, all the 
known gold fields being on the Dhdrw'dr outcrops, and all trials outside 
them having so far led to nothing but disappointment. The gold appears 
to be most abundant in the outcrops situated in Mysore territory, where 
gold-mining has, within late years, passed through the phase of fierce 
speculation into a well-established and remunerative industry. The reefs 
have been mined in prehistoric times by miners, w^hose workings, in spite 
of their primitive appliances, penetrated to depths of over 200 feet in 
places and, besides the abundant mines, old dressing floors can still 
be found, with the mortars in which the quartz was crushed, generally 
small hollows in which the quartz was pounded, but occasionally large 
saucer shaped depressions in which huge blocks of granitoid gneiss of a 
ton and more in weight were rolled round and round. 

The relation of the Dbirwdr system to the granitoid gneiss is one of 
most unequivocal unconformity. Wherever a section showing the original 

h 
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contact IS found, the bottom beds of the DhSfw^rs are found to rest on an 
uneven eroded surface of the granitoid gneiss. Yet gneissoid beds are 
occasionally found in the Dhdrwirs and a section, east of Memkal in Bellary, 
is recorded, where several alternations of micaceous gneiss with quartzites 
and hornblende schists are seen. 'I he section is, however, exceptional, the 
gneiss is described as differing more from the typical granitoid than from 
the Dh^iw^r schists with which it is stratigraphically connected, and it is 
possible that the interbedded gneiss may be metamorphosed arkose. There 
is of course the alternative interpretation that the Dhirw4rs are here 
locally in contact with a gneiss newer than that to which they are so dis- 
tinctly unconformable. 

In a northerly direction the Dhdrtvir beds of the central and western 
bands run under the great spread of Deccan trap, but not before their 
upturned and denuded edges have been seen to be unconformably covered 
by the Cuddapah beds of the Kalddgi area, and to the south-east a similar 
relation subsists between the Dhirwdrs and the typical Cuddapahs of the 
Cuddapah area. The Dh^rwir system is thus completely isolated, both 
geologically and geographicaliy. The unconformable breaks above and 
below are so great that they indicate nothing more than the necessity for 
an utter separation of the system from any other occurring in its neigh- 
bourhood, while the distance which separates it from the north of the 
peninsular area is too great to allow of its identification on mere litho- 
logical grounds with any of the transition systems there seen. Yet these 
are the only ones on which we can venture even a guess at its correlation 
and, so far as they go, the resemblance is greatest in the case of the 
Gwalior system ; contemporaneous dioritic traps occur in both, while the 
naematitic quartzites of the Dh4rwirs resemble the haematite beds of the 
Gwaliors and not those of the Bij4wars in their structure. On the other 
hand, the small amount of metamorphism or disturbance which the Gwaliors 
have undergone sharply distinguishes them, and it is probable that both 
they and the Bijiwars are newer than the Dhdrwirs of Southern India, 

There can be little doubt that, when the gneissic area of the Madras 
presidency is more fully surveyed, other outcrops of Dhdiw^r rocks will be 
discovered. At present one, at least, can be indicated in the Nellore Car- 
natic, where a distinct band of more eminently schistose rock^ is said to 
occupy the western edge of the field, the schists being talcose, mica- 
ceous and chloritic, with frequent intercalations of hornblendic bands. 
Interbedded quartzites are common, and a laminated hsematitic quartz 
schist occurs south of the Swarnamukhi. Associated with these more foli- 
ated rocks there is a development of trap, both as dykes and as a large 
irregular mass of diorile and greenstone, which was regarded as intrusive 
on the whole, but in certain cases* distinctly stated to be interbedded. This 

» ICemoirs. XVI, 133, (*^So). | » Men otts, XVI, 150, 168, (1880). 
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association of rocks is strongly suggestive of the presence of an outcrop 
of the DhdrwAr system, which had not been separated from the crys- 
tallines at the time the survey was made, 

A good deal of doubt attaches to the mapping of this area owing to 
the occurrence of what appear to be outliers of true Cuddapah quartzites, 
and the difficulty of distinguishing between the less altered and disturbed 
Dhirwdr quartzites and those of the Cuddapah system, w'here they have 
undergone much disturbance and alteration. Betw’een the Penner and the 
S warnamukhi, the narrow strips of quartzite appear all to be associated with 
contemporaneous traps and schists, and are probably Dhdrw'irs. North of 
the Penner there seems good reason for supposing that they are Cuddapahs, 


Turning now to the noithern part of the Peninsula, we find a great 
system of transition rocks, wdiich has been distinguished under the name of 
BijAw^ar, from the town of that name in Bundelkhand. By far the greater 
part of the area, over which these rocks originally extended, is now covered 
up by the new^er Vindhyans and Deccan trap and they are only exposed in 
a series of outcrops, of varying size, w'hich extend from Bundelkhand to 
south of the Narbada, a distance of about loo miles from north-north-w^est 
to south-south-east, and from Jobat to the upper Son valley, some 500 miles 
from w^est-south-west to east-north-east, 

The commonest bottom-rock of the Bijdwar system in Bundelkhand, 
is a quartzite^ that might locally be called a sandstone. It is generally fine- 
grained, but sometimes, at the base, coarse and conglomeratic from con- 
taining pebbles of white quartz. It rests quite horizontally, or with a 
slight dip, upon a denuded surface of the gneiss, even in that most western 
part of the area, where the uppermost portion of the Bundelkhand 
gneissic series is supposed to be found,* 

With this quartzite a hornstone-breccia and a limestone are intimately 
associated. They sometimes replace the quartzite as the bottom rock, or 
else are interstratified with or overlie it. The hornstone is compact 
quartz, more or less transparent or opaque, of yellow, biow^n, and red 
tints, the angular fragments included in it being generally of white 
quartz, and always paler than the matrix. In some cases, if not in all, 
they are clearly not the result of fracture caused by contortion, for the 
breccia mostly lies quite flat upon a firm support. Occasionally the 
former continuity of the detached pieces is evident, the mass looking as 
if thin bands of quartz had been shattered by concussion or shrinkage, 
then re-cemented in place, and the interstices filled by a more jaspideous 
form of quartz. The limestone, too, is highly silidous, the quartz appear- 
ing both as thin layers and as shapeless, irregular segregations of chert, 

' MemoifSj II, ix, (1660). | ^ Supra ^ p 27. 
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These bottom rocks of the Bijawar system in Bijiwar are very irre- 
gular in their distribution. In some sections there is no quartzite, in others 
no hornstone-breccia or limestone. The total thickness nowhere exceeds 
200 feet. This unevenness of the basement-bed tends to suggest the un- 
conformity of the succeeding deposits, but no confirmation has been found 
of tnis suggestion, on the contrary, sub-schistose shales, like those of the 
upper part of the system, are sparingly intercalated with the limestone and 
quartzite. 

More or less earthy ferruginous sandstone, locally somewhat conglo- 
meratic, is the prevailing upper rock, and is associated with incipiently 
schistose rusty shales. 1 he iron in these rocks is locally concentrated into 
a rich haematite which has been extensively worked. Several thick, but 
discontinuous, beds of dioritic trap occur in the bottom part of the 
group. 


The whole BijAwar system in the typical BijAwar area is probably 
not more than 8 oo feet thick. The strata generally either have a very low 
south-easterly dip, or are quite horizontal, but in a few places to the south, 
before they become covered up, they are seen to have undergone a consid- 
erable amount of crushing, which has not in the least affected the lower 


Vindhyan rocks immediately overlying. The general immunity from dis- 
turbance in this small area may be due to the original shallowness of the 
deposits here, where they thinned out over the mass of gneiss, which 
afforded an unyielding support against compression. It is probable that the 
transition basin deepens rapidly to the southward, beneath the Vindhyan 
rocks, and that the complete unconformity betw^een the BijAwars and 
the lowei Viudhyans, as observed in the Son valley, rapidly replaces the 
general parallelism of stratification that obtains in the BijAwar area. East 
of the Ken the BijAwar rocks soon disappear, being totally cut out by 
the Vindhyans overlapping on to the old gneiss. From a little west of 
AllahAbAd all the lower azoic rocks are concealed by the Gangetic allu- 
vium, which stretches up to the base of the Vindhyan scarp. 

At the Ken the character of the bottom BijAwar rocks changes rapidly, 
the strong quartzite thins out suddenly, and a prominent rock, on the 
continuation of its strike, is a peculiar, sharply cellular quartzite, much 
quarried for quernstones, but the beds associated with this quartzite 
are san s ones and shales like those of the upper part of the series. In 
the river, and certainly below the horizon of the bottom quartzite of the 
Bijawars west of the Ken, there are two or more steady outcrops of pebbly 
sandstones, having the same low south-easterly dip as the adjoining Bija- 
war s ra a, u occurring in the midst of thick pseudo-crystalline gneissic 
rocks. It IS important to notice these obseivations with a view to their veri- 

of for these sandstones seem to have escaped the notice 

of the later observers, and they are important as fixing the afiinities of the 
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associated gneissic strata with the transition series rather than with the 
normal gneiss of Bundelkhand. Very similar rocks are found far to the east 
in an analogous position at the base of the transition series in Behar, and 
again extensively in the Arivalli region, and the question arises as to 
whether we must not recognise in the great gneissic series some rocks that 
are not metamorphic in the full sense of the word, but are merely recon- 
solidated granitic or gneissic detritus. 

Proceeding from Bijiwar in a south-west direction obliquely across 
the plateau, where the Vindhyans are for the most part covered by the 
Deccan trap, we should strike the Narbadd about Handid, at the west end 
of the wide alluvial plain, 200 miles long, which, in India, is specially desig- 
nated as the Narbadi valley. West of Handii there is a considerable 
area occupied by transition and gneissic rocks. They abut on the west 
against the Vindhyan rocks of the Dhir forest area, but appear again in 
the north of this area, and west of it about Bdrwai. These transition 
strata have been fully recognised by Mr. Mallet,^ as bottom Bij^wars, con- 
sisting of quartzite fiornstone-breccia and chert-banded limestone, identical 
with those of Bundelkhand, No associated trap rock was observed. 

These rocks are more disturbed here than in Bijiwar, but Mr. Mallet 
describes their relation to the gneiss as the same, the quartzite being 
often found quite flat and surrounded by vertical strata of the metamor- 
phics. It is only possible to question this view by supposing that what 
we take to be stratification in the metamorphics is a result of molecular 
forces acting on lines of cleavage. This possibility has been forcibly 
argued with reference to this very area, and is connected wdth the sugges- 
tion that the two series may be very closely allied, the gneiss being more 
or less a metamorphic condition of the Bijdwars. 

Upon the settlement of this question as to the relations between the 
metamorphic and transition series, it will depend whether the gneiss of 
the Dhir forest should be affiliated to that of Bundelkhand, or to the sup- 
posed younger gneiss of Bengal, The composition of the Dhir forest 
gneiss is in favour of the former, as well as the relation stated to subsist 
between it and the Bijawars. 

Here, as so often elsewhere, a doubt occurs as to the intrusive charac- 
ter of the more granitoid varieties of the gneiss. Some hornblendic and 
earthy schists of this area, as above Mortaka where the Indore railway 
crosses the Narbada, have been included with the gneiss, but it may be 
questioned if they do not belong to a transition group older than the 
BijAwars. 

In the lower Narbadd valley the Bijiwar formation has been recognised* 

^ MetnoiiSy VI, 199, (»S69), * Memoirs^'Vl^ 200, (1S69); XXI, 14, (1S84}. 
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specifically identical with the beds in the Dhdr forest, near Bdgh and 
Jobat, the two localities being separated by 8o miles of Deccan trap. 

All the most characteristic rocks of the formation are well represented 
at BSgh,^— quartzite, hornstone, breccia, and cherty limestone, — and here 
again interbedded trap occurs, though not found in the Dhdr forest area. 
Clay-slate, too, is more prominent, and sometimes becomes conglomeratic 
through the presence of pebbles, which are more or less drawn out in the 
direction of the cleavage planes. The town of B^gh stands near the 
south boundary of the small triangular area of Bijdw’ars, where it is covered 
by cretaceous rocks, the other two boundaries, with the gneissic rocks, 
being faulted. The area only extends 7 miles to the north-norlh-west, 
and 5 miles to the ea>-t of Bagh. The rocks are highly disturbed and 
cleaved, but the metamorphism is local and moderate. 

Jobat is about 15 miles west-north west of Bdgh, and stands at the 
southern point of another small patch of transition strata. The conditions 
are peculiar and puzzling. The only recognisable Bijdwar rock is a very 
typical one, a locally brecciated, ferruginous jasper, with veins of horn- 
stone. It lies almost horizontally, forming a low scarped plateau. Along 
the north east border, south of Anthi, black and grey schistose slates ap- 
pear between the jasper and the metamorphics, the foliation and apparent 
bedding in the schistose slates and gneiss being parallel, with a high dip 
to the south-west. Both rocks are highly charged with vein-quartz, suer, 
gesting local crushing or faulting. ^ 


These disturbed rocks were originally regarded as Bijiwarsand classed 
with the horizontal jasper beds. Mr. Bose has, however, described patches 
of slates, quartzites, and limestones, which are said to pass insensibly into 
the metamorphics, but are quite distinct from the horizontal Jasper rock * 
In this case the latter alone can be regarded as Bijdwar, and this appears 
to be the more probable interpretation. 

Proceeding eastwards up the Narbadd valley from Handid, no rocks are 
exposed under the Vindhyan scarp, on the northern side for a distance of 
120 miles to where the Bijdwars form low hills in the Narsinghpur district. 
The cherty limestone and breccia are the only beds seen here, but this 
may be because the lower rocks are covered by alluvium, The <r„eiss 
does not appear again on this side of the valley. ** 

Along the south side of the river, on the edge of the Gondwdna forma- 
tions of the S^pura hills, there are more frequent outcrops of the trans- 
ition ’■ocks. The most westerly are near the Moran rive?, about 30 miles 
east of Hardi, where some narrow ribs of the cherty limestone protrude 
through the Dectan trap, which covers all the rocks to the west of this 
point. On this south side of the valley, the cherty limestone, generally 
> JIW,.. VI, 303, {.869). , * XXI, 13 (1884). 
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much contorted and brecciated, is also the rock most frequently seen, but 
other beds do occur, as in the BAri hill 15 miles east of Sohdgpur, where 
a considerable thickness of trappoid and earthy rocks is exposed, the latter 
being so little altered as to be easily mistaken for the Talchir shales of the 
contiguous Gondwina area. In many places on this south side of the 
valley gneissic rocks of doubtful character occur close to the Bijiwars, 
and the relation between the two series is certainly not simple superposi- 
tion, both being found at the same level in closely adjoining positions- 

At the head of the Narbadd valley in the north of the Jabalpur district, 
there is a continuous exposure of Bijdwar rocks between the Vindhyau 
and Gondw^na areas. All the leading characters of the system already 
noticed are represented here, with a greater development of the argillace- 
ous element. Fine earthy slates of reddish tints are the lowest strata seen. 
Their upper beds are associated with the quartzite, which underlies the 
limestone and is intercalated with it, and the limestone itself is not so 
constantly cherty as has been described elsewhere. Ribboned jasper 
beds, passing locally into bluish quartzite, among which rich haematite 
beds are well developed above the limestone, and both jasper and quartz- 
ite are frequently brecciated. Locally conglomeratic, earthy schists are 
also freely associated with this band. 

Above the iron band there is again a considerable thickness of earthy 
schists. Bedded trap occurs throughout the series. 

These rocks are not on the whole greatly disturbed. Low undulating 
dips prevail, although locally there is much contortion. The highly inclined 
planes, so general in the schists, are of cleavage, not stratification. The 
thickness of the whole series exposed cannot be great, probably it is under 
1,200 feet, and there is scarcely any presumption that the conformable 
slates beneath the limestone attain any great thickness. 

Notwithstanding these conditions the rocks are in an advanced state of 
metamorphism. The limestone is generally crystalline. The schists are 
often highly micaceous, hornblendic, and garnetiferous, and the iron-ore is 
mostly the micaceous form of haematite. The section in the Narbada, at the 
well known marble rocks, 10 miles south-west of Jabalpur, exhibits the 
high degree of alteration and local distuibance to which the Bijawars have 
been subjected in this region. 

Immediately to the east of the flat watershed between the Son and the 
NarbadA the band of transition rocks is entirely concealed by an extensive 
spread of laterite and alluvium, and beyond this we get into the region 
of the lower Vindhyans, which stretch to the south of the scarp of the 
upper Vindhyan plateau until they nearly come into contact with the Gond- 
vina deposits. After crossing the Son, however, the band of transition 
rocks again expands gradually to a width of 25 miles in the south of the 
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Mirzapjr district, and it is here we encounter the question whether one or 
two tormations occur within this basin of transition rocks. 

The noithern half (about 10 miles wide) of the transition band, at a 
little west of the Rer river, is formed of regular Bijdwar rocks, such as 
we have hitherto seen them— quartzites, horiistones, banded jasper and 
haematite, limestones and slates or schists, with an abundance of intercalated 
trap. The whole band strikes against, and under, the lower Vindhyan 
strata, where the Son takes a southerly bend opposite Agori. The south- 
ern half of the transition band, 15 miles wide, as exposed in the Rer, 
is entirely composed of fine slates, with intrusive trap only, the dykes 
being mostly transverse to the bedding. Both groups are so intensely 
crushed together that no decisive section of the junction has been found 
in the low jungle-covered hills. Mr, Mallet mentions an instance at Ubra, 
at the north end of the section in the Rer, where a quartzite of the 
northern set seems to cap a ridge of the slates, but the case is not clear 
and the question of the relation is quite open, except that it certainly is 
not one of horizontal transition, as the two contrasting deposits are in full 
force and character in close juxtaposition to each other. 

The western extension of the section into the Rewd country has 
been but imperfectly examined. The slates have already disappeared at 
the Gopat, and the northern band of true Bijiwars is in contact with the 
gneiss. In this region, where the Son takes a bend into the area of 
the transition rocks, there is a good instance of local metamorphism, 
the transition rocks along the lower Vindhyan boundary, distinctly re- 
cognisable as Bijiwars throughout the whole length between the Gopat 
and the Son at Marai, being in a gneissose condition and intrusive granitic 
rocks occur in them. The character of the contact of these beds with the 
main gneiss to the south is, however, of the kind described by Mr. Hacket 
north of Jabalpur, abrupt rather than transitional, but it is certain that they 
themselves are locally gneissic, and have been effected by granitic intrusions. 

If it were certain that this character of the contact of the Bij^wars 
with the southern gneiss is constant and not due to faulting, and also 
that the gneiss of the Rer and the Gopat are the same, we could at once 
affirm the distinctness of two transition systems in this ground, for the junc- 
tion of the slates of the southern band with the main gneiss is perfectly 
transitional — a gradual alternating passage from the strong gneiss, through 
gneLssose and other crystalline schists, into the fine clay-slate, as is well 
seen in the section in the Rer. But while doubts exist upon these two 
conditions, it must remain possible that these slates of the Rer are only 
a bottom member of the Bijdwar system. 

East of the Rer and the Kanhar several large inliers of gneiss and of 
granitoid rocks, of more or less intrusive character, occur within the slate 
area, and gneiss is the only rock seen below the Vindhyans at the Koel. 
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This encroachment of the crystallines upon the zone of the transition 
rocks is extended in Behar, where, for some miles north of the Grand Trunk 
Road W’est of Gaya, gneiss reaches quite across the strike of the slates. 
Several hills isolated on the alluvial plains in this neighbourhood are of 
thorough granite. 


Immediately east of Gaya, transition rocks appear again on the pro- 
longation of those in the Son valley, and having the same strike. They 
form several groups of hills in east Behar, known as the Maher, H^jdgriha 
(Rajgir), Shaikhpura, Kharakpur, and Gfdhaur hills, which stand clear 
of the main gneissic area and more or less isolated in the alluvial plains, 
and those of Mahibar and Bliiaura on the northern margin of the gneissic 
upland. The aspect of all these hills at once shows that they must be 
formed of very different rocks from the Bijdwars of the west, and sug- 
gests also that all these Behar rocks belong to one system. They 
generally present scarped faces formed of massive quartzites on every 
side, the associated schists or slates appearing obscurely in the valleys. 
All the peculiar Bijiiwar rocks are wanting. There is no limestone, horn- 
stone, jaspideous ironstone, or bedded trap. The only similar rocks in the 
\^est are the slates of the Rer section, and there the quartzites, which 
form such a prominent part of the transition series of Behar, are absent. 

We have a somewhat detailed description of the Mahdbar and Bhiaura 
hills by Mr. Mallet,^ and the relation of the gneiss and transition rock-series 
is shown to be very peculiar. The transition series here consists of three 
divisions, an upper, composed exclusively of strong quartzites as seen in 
Mabibar hill, a thick middle band, in \\hich fine mica-schists largely pre- 
dominate and a basal member, in which quartzites again occur, sometimes 
in great force, as in the Bhiaura ridge, though they may be altogether 
wanting at no great distance. The frequent presence of these quartzites 
here is of great service, by removing the doubts that so often arise, as to 
whether planes of lamination in schistose rocks, of uniform composition, 
are due to bedding or to cleavage. 

It would be difficult to draw a more irregularly intricate line than tire 
transition and gneiss boundary on Mr. Mallet's map. Near the Bhiaura 
and Mahibar ridges there is some approach to an average east and 
west strike of the boundary, but, as the plane of junction between the two 
series rises to the south, its line of outcrop meanders about in the most 
devious manner. This is not due, as might easily occur, to the irregular 
denudation of two deposits in flat parallel superposition. Here, as a rule, 
the lower (older) rock forms the prominences, between which the schists 
are deeply buried, yet the bedding in both rocks is found to follow 
* An absttact of it is pi.blished in Recoids, VII, 36, (1874). 
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tlie intricate twistings thus produced, the actual junction being generally 
inclined at a high angle. 

The boundary can always be fixed with precision, even in the absence 
of the bottom or Bhiaura quartzites, on account of the strong contrast be- 
tween the fine mica-schists and the coarse gneiss, yet the transition rock 
seems to have fully partaken in the metamorphic action, for it is a tho- 
roughly crystalline, garnetiferous mica-schist up to the base of the Mah^bar 
quartzites. Variations are found in the gneissic series at the contact. 
On the north side of the Bhiaura ridge the bottom quartzites lie steeply 
against the dome-gneiss, elsewhere schistose gneiss occurs at the boundary. 
The dykes and massive outbursts of pegmatitic granite of this region are 
principally exhibited in the transition series. 

A very close connection is thus established in this position, by conform- 
ity of stratification and by a common metamorphism, between the transition 
rocks of Behar and the gneiss in contact with them, and it is probable that 
a large part of the gneiss of Bengal is of the same age as that at the 
boundary of the transition series. There is, for instance, a very distinct 
outlier of the Mahdbar schists and Bhiaura quartzites on the plateau just 
north of the Grand Trunk Road at Barhf, 30 miles to the south of the 
boundary in Behar. 

There can scarcely be a doubt that the rocks of the Rdj^griha and other 
detached hills of Behar are of the same formation as those of Mahabar, 
and so the contrast of their mineral condition is interesting. The latter 
have undergone general crystalline metamorphism, the former have only 
very locally suffered this change, being for the most part still in slaty con- 
dition. Yet it would seem that they too are closely surrounded by crys- 
talline rocks, for w'henever rock is exposed, through the alluvium near 
these hills, it proves to be granite. At one spot near Ghansura, on the 
north side of the Rdjagriha range, there is a contact showing distinct in- 
trusion of granite into the soft earthy schists. It is an ordinary ternary 
granite, not like the pegmatitic granite of the Mahdbar region. In the 
immediate neighbourhood of Gayd many forms of special metamorphism 
and of contact-action are well exhibited. 

The amount of disturbance is rather greater in the detached hills, 
where the rocks are less metamorphic than in the Mahdbar region, and 
the very peculiar confused form of contortion, noticed in the surface 
of junction where the transition rocks rise against the gneiss to the south, 
is well exhibited throughout the formation, but in larger proportions 
in the top beds of the series. The Mahdbar ridge itself is a typical instance 
of this structure. It is a long, narrow, synclinal ellipse, the quartzites dipping 
at a high angle all round, towards the centre, and curving continuously at 
each end of the axis. The Rljdgriha range contains a pair of such ellipses 
compressed together, the quartzites being for the most part quite vertical 
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along the sides. The Kharakpur hills, which form the largest of these 
groups, are a congeries of these discontinuous flexures, little or no regu- 
larity being observed in the direction of the axes of contortion. 

We have still to notice the rock underlying the quartzite in the small 
ridge of Shaikhpura, and in the little hills a few miles to the east at 
Luckeeserai, the junction station for the chord and loop lines of the 
East Indian Railway. There can be little doubt that the quartzite of these 
localities is the bottom rock of the Behar transition series, the Bhiaura 
quartzite. In the Shaikhpura ridge it rests steeply against a rock having 
the texture of a thoroughly crystallised coarse granite, but completely 
decomposed. The relative position of the two rocks is precisely that of 
the Bhiaura quartzite and the dome-gneiss. Along a steady outcrop of 
some two miles long no feature of special intrusion was observed, and there 
is no extra metamorphism at this junction. The only contact-action that 
occurs is of secondary origin, in the formation of layers and vein-like 
strings of a sharply cellular quartz-rock much used for making hand-mills. 

This section is noticed in connection with a more decided one at Luckee- 
serai, only a few miles to the east on the same strike, where the quartzite 
again rests against an amorphous mass of pseudo-crystalline granitoid 
rock, of much less sharply defined texture than at Shaikhpura, in which 
strings of pebbles can be detected. This is underlaid by strong beds 
of coarse conglomerate, having the same dip as the overlying quartzite. 
The pebbles and boulders in this conglomerate are mostly sub-angular, 
and are exclusively of varieties of quartzite like those of the over- 
lying formation, none being of crystalline rocks. They often appear elon- 
gated in the direction of the foliation, and adhere firmly to the matrix, 
which is aquartzose, sub-gneissose schist. Just east of Dharirah station 
some masses of this rock protrude through the alluvium close to the base of 
the Kharakpur hills. Another outcrop of conglomeratic schist was observed 
under the east end of the Gfdhaur range and dipping towards it. 

These Lukeeserai beds remind one forcibly of the pseudo-gneiss ob- 
served conformably underlying the Bij A wars in the section of the Ken river 
in Bundelkhand, and the suggestion revives, however slightly, the question 
of the possible correspondence of the transition groups in the two areas. 

There is another rock frequently found with the undulating gneissic 
rocks of Behar, and elsewhere in this zone or protruding from the alluvium 
near the hills, that suggests the same connection. It is a jaspideous quartz- 
ite, often brecciated, and not unlike the bottom Bijiwar rock of Bundel- 
khand and the Dh^r forest. It commonly has the same moderate dip as 
the rocks with wh^ch it occurs, but, when vertical or crushed, it is readily 
mistaken for fault-rock or vein-stone. 

Suggestions of an opposite tendency can,- however, be pointed out from 
observations recorded in preceding paragraphs. It uas stated that the 



6o 


GEOLOGY OF INDIA— TRANSITION SYSTEMS. [Ohap. Ill, 

contrasting groups of transition rocks in the northern and southern portions 
of the section in south Mirzipur cannot be, in any degree, representative 
of each other by horizontal transition, and the presumption would be 
strongly in favour of the southern beds — the slates of the Rer — being the 
older of the two. If the Behar rocks had to be affiliated to either of these 
exclusively, it would certainly be to the latter group. 

It has been already explained that the gneissic formations in lower 
Assam and the hills to the south are more closely allied to those of the 
peninsular region of India than to the metamorphic formations of the 
Himalaya. This relation holds also for the transition rocks, which are 
largely developed on the south side of the hills, where the sub-metamorphic 
beds are for the most part covered by the horizontal cretaceous rocks 
of the plateau, but are exposed in the deep ravines that penetrate to the 
very axis of the range. The lateral extension of these transition rocks 
has not been ascertained. On the central cross-section in the Khisi country 
they stretch for 30 miles from near the south margin of the plateau to 
beyond the watershed north of Shillong, the culminating ridge with its sum- 
mit 6,450 feet high being formed of the quartzites of the transition series, 
w'hich have hence been described as the Shillong series.^ 

These Shillong beds have a general resemblance to those in Behar. They 
consist of a strong band of quartzites overlying a mass of earthy schists. 
Great masses of granite and of basic trap rock also occur intrusively. The 
former may well represent the similar rock seen to be intrusive into the 
slaty schists of Rdjagriha, and the latter resembles certain trappoid rocks 
in Behar. Thus altogether the affinity is sufficiently marked to introduce 
the notice of the Shillong area in sequence with that of Behar, In the 
lofty and deeply eroded ground of the Assam hills the sectioiis are much 
more favourable for study than on the alluvium -smothered plains, and some 
very puzzling observations ha\e been recorded regarding the relations 
of the hypogene rocks to the Shillong series. 

The lithology of these Shillong rocks varies much, according to local 
conditions of metamorphism. In places the quartzites, generally very firm 
and more or less schistose, are quite friable and might be called sand- 
stones, but this state is pi obably due to decomposition, for the texture 
always reveals the effects of chemical change. It is coarser grained 
than is common in the Behar quartzites, and at the base, immediately over 
the slates or schists, there usually occurs a conglomerate, often of 
considerable thickness, made up chiefly of quartz pebbles, but with some 
rounded fragments of coloured quartzites. Still, so far as has been made 
out, the quartzite is conformable to the schists, but in troubled ground 
it is difficult to make sure of such a point. The schistose beds also exhibit 
^ H. B. Mcdlicott, Memous^ VIT, 197, (1869). 
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much variety of texture, from ordinary clay slate to well foliated schists 
and gneiss. These changes are simultaneous in both quartzites and 
schists, and it is note\^orthy that the increase of metamorphism is towards 
the south, away from the area of the old gneiss. 

The relation of the transition rocks to this gneiss has not been made 
out. On the only section of which we have critical observations, nearly 
due north and south through Shillong, the boundary with, the gneiss occurs 
in the low jungle-covered hills, where observation is almost impossible. 
The dividing line between the two series crosses the high range to the 
west of our section, and it is there that the junction should be examined. 
The observation already noted, that the metamorphism increases to the 
south, would suggest that the junction of the schists with the main gneiss 
to the north may be lithologically abrupt. At the southern boundary there 
is a steep plane of contact between the highly altered transition rocks and 
the great accumulation of bedded eruptive rock, known as the Sylhet trap, 
supposed to correspond with that of the Kdjmahdl hills and, therefore, to be 
of jurassic age. The cretaceous sandstones lie evenly and unconformably 
on both formations. 

In the midst of the transition area there is an extensive exhibition of 
eruptive rock, of very different character from the Sylhet trap. It is a 
dense, massive, basic diorite or greenstone. The high road between Sura- 
lim and Mauphlong crosses this rock continuously for five miles in the 
gorges of the Kdlapdni and Bogapdni rivers. The direction of the road is 
oblique to the strike of the rocks, but at right angles to its outcrop the 
greenstone is fully a mile wide. It nowhere betrays any bedded structure, 
and its intrusive character is not so marked as might be expected with so 
extensive a display of igneous rock. There is, however, sufficient evidence 
of intrusion for this greenstone, as a well defined dyke passes from the 
main mass into the quartzite of the ridge, about half a mile south of 
Mauphlong. Elsewhere one may walk for miles along the junction of the 
two rocks without finding any signs of penetration of one by the other. 

The relation of the granite, or at least of the larger masses of the crys- 
talline rock, to the transition rocks, is also very puzzling. Two such 
masses adjoin the high road across the Khisi hills. One is the My Him (Molfm) 
area just south of the Shillong ridge, and close to the road between Mauph- 
long and Shillong. The other area is much more difficult of approach, the 
granite being only exposed in the deep gorges under the sandstones of the 
plateau, as on both sides of Surarim. 

The rock is a thorough granite. It commonly affects a spheroidal struc- 
ture, and it is composed of pale pink orthoclase, often in large crystals, a 
small proportion of very pale greenish oligoclase, a little dark-green or 
brown mica, and an abundance of disseminated hyaline quartz. There can 
be no question that these great granitic masses are of later origin than the 



62 


GEOLOGY OF INDIA— TRANSITION SYSTEMS. f Chap. III. 

transition series, for the total want of symmetry in the arrangement of the 
surrounding sedimentary rocks forbids the supposition that they could ha\ e 
been deposited round the granite, yet the absence of any apparent con- 
nection between the form of the intrusive masses and the disturbance 
of the transition rocks is very difficult to understand. The quartzites (the 
upper member of the transition series) are generally found at the boundary, 
but their dip and strike are quite independent of the granite, as if their 
contortions had been fully established before the granite was introduced, 
and remained quite unaffected by it. The facts seem totally to preclude 
the notions of fracture and compression commonly associated with the 
word intrusion. The supposition of the mass being faulted into position 
also lacks any corroborative evidence, the boundary lines are all rounded 
and show no symptoms of Assuring. It is as if a great hole had been 
burned out of the old stratified rocks and the crystalline mass let in, or as 
if the transition rocks had been converted into granite up to a certain 
boundary, without affecting the area beyond that line. Yet the junction 
is quite sharp, the quartzites not being more altered at the very contact 
with the granite than away from it. In keeping with all these negative 
characters is the fact that no dykes or veins of granite have been observed 
issuing from the great mass of Myllim, nor even in its neighbourhood. This 
is the more remarkable, because dykes and veins of similar granite are not 
uncommon in the southern part of the area, where the general metamor- 
phism of the transition series is so much greater as to suggest that the 
focus of hypogene activity lay in that direction, beyond the present southern 
limit of these formations. It is also in agreement with the facts and 
suggestions recorded to note that the granite is younger than the old 
lontic Khdsi trap ; several small dykes of gianite are seen ramifying 
through the diorite in the bed of the torrent east of Surarim. 


The gneissic uplands of Hazdribdgh and Chutid Ndgpur, about 120 miles 
wide, t'fnsition rocks of Behar from those which occupy 

parts of Mdnbhum and Singbhum in south-west Bengal and stretch far to 

to 

_ Although the total thickness of this series must be great, no distinct- 
ive zones are marked in it. From top to base it seem! to be an indiscri- 
mmate alternation of quartzite, quartzite sandstone, slate and shales, horn- 
blendic, micaceous, talcose, and chloritic schists, the latter passinff into 

"1 T,' ripple marksL toL [n 

> Memoirs, XVIII, 73, 134 (1881). 
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Some large in Hers of gneiss occur within this basin of transition rocks. 
Around some of these inliers the boundary is in its original condition, 
as at Chdibisd, where shales and sandstones rest flatly and quite un- 
changed upon the coarse gneiss of the principal inlier, and the uncon* 
formity of the two series is further proved in this case by the fact that 
the underlying gneiss is profusely traversed by trap dykes, which do not 
penetrate the overlying deposits. The boundary between the transition 
rocks and the main gneiss of Bengal on the north is said to be a fault, on 
account of the more or less continuous presence along it of a rib of vein- 
stone. This boundary occurs, however, at the base of a long descending 
section of the transition rocks and the beds along the line of junction 
are such as elsewhere appear as bottom-beds of the transition series. 
There are besides outliers of the slate series beyond the supposed faulted 
boundary to the east, about Supur, and an inlier of gneiss a short distance 
inside it at Borobhum. We can at least conclude that the junction here, whe- 
ther faulted or not, is abrupt, that is to say, without any gradation of strati- 
graphical or mineralogical characters. In this part of the basin the maxi* 
mum of disturbance and of metamorphism seems to occur away from the 
boundaries. Further to the west, however, the junction of the slate and 
gneissic series is described as transitional, and granite veins penetrate the 
slates without much affecting them. 

The most striking feature of this area is a mass of dioritic trap running 
continuously, but with varying width, nearly east and west, through the 
centre of the transition basin. Dalmd hill, 3,050 feet high, is formed of 
this rock, and here the outcrop is nearly 3 miles wide. The trap is de- 
scribed as a great dyke, but its composition is described as complex and 
obscurely bedded. A section north of R^mgarh is given as — ^ 

1. Indurated chloritic schist. 5. Indurated chlontic schist. 

2. Porph^ritic trap. 6, Brecciated trap- 

3. Indurated chloritic schist. 7. Indurated chloritic schist. 

4. Compact and amygdaloidal trap. 8. Brecciated trap. 

Several other cases of similar variation were observed. The supposed 
dyke is found along the axis of a greatly compressed synclinal fold, and 
has evidently been subject to much crushing, the description is not 
such as one would expect in the case of a truly intrusive rock, and it is at 
least possible that it is composed of contemporaneous volcanic rocks 
whose structure has been obscured by disturbance. 

As in Southern India, these transition rocks carry metalliferous lodes 
of gold, silver, copper, lead, etc., but so far none of these have proved 
remunerative — except to promoters of joint stock companies and a limited 
number of speculators in mining scrip. 

In Chutid Nigpur a few exposures of quartzites and schist have been 

1 Memoirs, XVIII, 80, (18S1). 
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separated from the gneiss, and it is probable that more will be found 
when the gneissic area, intervening between the patches of Gondwdna 
rocks, is more closely examined. Some of these patches are indicated oii 
the map, but they do not exhibit sufficient peculiarity to require detailed 
notice. 

West of Riipur, in the Central Provinces, is another stretch of trans- 
ition rocks, known as the Chilpi ghdt or Saletekri beds,i vvhich have been 
but little examined. They consist of quartzites, dark green and buff slates, 
and shaly beds, coarse conglomerates and numerous beds of trap. They are 
for the most part much disturbed, but sometimes lie at easy dips. The 
succession of the beds has not been w^orked out, and little more is known 
of them than their approximate boundary. 

To the south-east Dr. Ball found, on the eastern side of the plateau 
south of Tarnot,® some much disturbed shales, with subsidiary quartzites 
underlying the horizontal quartzites of the plateau. These very probably 
belong to the same series as the Chilpi ghit beds, and on the accompanying 
map have been colouied as such. 

Turning to the north-west corner of the Peninsula the beds of the G walior 
system^ are found, about 120 miles from the Bundelkhand outcrop of the 
Bij^war system, resting upon the gneiss in precisely the same mechanical 
relation, horizontally or with a gentle slope. The denuded outcrops of the 
quartz reefs traversing the gneiss are in both cases covered by the bottom 
deposits of the overlying transition groups, but a slight difference is 
noticeable at the actual contact. The bottom layer of the Bijawars is 
commonly more or less adherent to the gneiss, the result of the partial 
metamorphism thar the Bijdwars, even in Bundelkhand, have undergone, 
whereas in the Gwalior rocks the bottom contact-layer is still unaffected 
in contact with the gneiss. 

A general list of the rocks of the Gwalior formation vs^ould not suggest 
any separation from the Bijdwars. Each contains sandstone or quartzite, 
limestone, jasper, iron bands and bedded traps. The arrangement of 
these different strata is, however, markedly different in the two cases, 
and the general facies of these two series does not suggest to the observer 
that they are representative. Still, the Gwaliors are more nearly allied by 
their mineral characters to the Bijawars than to the lower Vindhyans, and 
on this account, on account of their relations to the slaty series of the 
ArAvallis, and of the great unconformity which subsists between them and 
the upper Vindhyans, they are here classed with the transition rather 
than the older palfEozoic systems. 

1 The only published description will be series by Mr. C. A. Hacket in Records, III, 33, 
found in Records, XVIII, 187, (1885). (1870) ; it is also mentioned in Mr Hacket’s 

U877). paper on the north-east Ardvalh legioii, 

There i, a short notice of Gwalior Records, X, 84, (1877). 
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The area occupied l»y the Gv\alior system is only 50 miles iong, from 
east to west, and about 15 miles wide. It takes its name from the city 
of Gwalior, which stands upon it, surrounding the famous fort built upon 
a scarped outlier of Vindhyan sandstone. The composition of the Gwalior 
formation is very mixed, and admits of only a twofold and very unequal 
subdivision. There is constantly at the base a sandstone, or semi- 
quartzite, a fine-grained stone, pale grey in colour, regularly and thinly 
bedded, often conglomeratic at the base, called the P^r sandstone, from 
a town 12 miles south-west of Gwalior. It varies from 20 to 200 feet in 
thickness, and is overlaid by about 2,000 feet of strata, consisting mainly ol 
thin, flaggy, silicious, ferruginous shales, copiously interbanded with 
hornstone and jasper, frequently of a brilliant red colour. Limestone, more 
or less cherty, occurs on two principal horizons in these shales, but not 
continuously, and there are tw'O principal zones of a dense basic dioritic 
trap. All these upper beds amounting to about 2,000 feet in thickness, and 
constituting the bulk and the characteristic portion of the Gw^alior forma- 
tion, have been distinguished from the Pdr sandstone as the Morir gioup, 
the name being taken from the military station close to Gwalior. 

With the exception of some very local slips and crushing, the 
Gw’alior rocks are undisturbed, having a steady, low', northerly inclination 
of only three to five degrees. The features of the area correspond 
with this arrangement of the rocks. There is a continuous broad 
plateau-range on the south, from 300 to 500 feet high, formed largely 
of the Pdr sandstone. On the west it is connected at right angles wdth 
the Vindhyan scarp, which lies at a slightly low'er level, and it stretches 
thence eastwards to the Sind river, forming a steep scarp overlooking 
the gneissic area of lower Bundelkhand to the south. There are two 
other ranges on the north, parallel to the Pdr scarp, but they are much 
broken by cross- drainage, the two longitudinal valleys between the three 
ridges being due to greater decomposition and erosion along the two 
outcrops of bedded trap. It is only at the w'est end, near the Vindhyan 
plateau, that these trappean bands are w'ell exposed. 

The general easterly direction of the P 4 r scarp is very steady up to 
the Sind river, but the line is much serrated by bays and headlands, in which 
the nature of the junction with the gneiss is w'ell exhibited. At the most 
southerly points of the range the gneiss reaches to within a few feet of the 
summit, and is capped b\’ only a few feet of sandstone, but the surface of 
the gneiss gradually slopes downwards in the valleys cut back to the north, 
and the thickness of the overlying Gwalior beds increases. This slope of 
the junction is largely due to the original form of the basin in which the 
beds of the Gwalior series were deposited, for close to the edge of the 
scarp the thickness of the Pdr sandstone is small, near Pir only about 20 
feet, wdiile 00 the north side of the range, wherever sections are exposed, 
as at Badhano, ten miles south-east of Mordr, the thickness is not less 

F 
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than 200 feet. No trace of an unconformity between the P^r and Mordr 
groups having been detected, this thickening must be due to the form 
of the basin of deposition, and would seem to show that the present south- 
ern limit of the Gwalior series represents very closely the original limit of 
deposition of the Pdr sandstone. 

On the top of the Pdr sandstone there occurs locally a compact 
calcareo-silicious bed that is worth noticing, because the peculiar coralloid 
forms it exposes by weathering w’ere thought by Dr. Stoliczka to be of 
organic origin.^ This rock is best seen just south of B^ra, 25 miles east 
by south of Mordr. 

The lower zone of bedded trap is about 400 feet from the base of the 
Morir group. There are two or more flov\s with intervening shales 
well seen on both sides of the Indore road, at from 6 to 10 miles south- 
west of Gwalior. The thickness of these flow’s is very various. From 
70 feet they thin out to nothing, but they are probably now^here absent 
on this horizon, obscure outcrops of them having been observed at several 
places in the valley formed along their strike to the east. At some spots 
there is an appearance of the trap having burst up through the under- 
lying shales. Thus, in the stream near the Trunk Road north-west of 
Bela, there is a low section showing the shales and trap in vertical con- 
tact, but otherw'ise the interstratification is unbroken. 

In connection with this lower zone of trap there occurs a rock that will 
again come under notice in the Cuddapah system, and also in the lower 
Vindh3’ans. It is a compact porcellanic rock, as sharply and regularly 
bedded as the associated jaspideous shales. Occasionally ijt is obscurely 
porphyritic, having small indeterminate crystals scattered through it. An 
analysis of a specimen from the Gwalior beds gave a composition ap- 
proaching to that of orthoclase felspar.* But there is no presumption 
that this porcellanic rock, or hornstone, which has more than once been 
described as volcanic, has any connection with volcanic activity, and its 
association here with trappean beds of highly basic composition is probably 
quite fortuitous. 

The upper zone of trap is on a much larger scale. The whole plain 
of Mordr is underlaid by it, at least on the north side, and, if allowance 
js made for the small dip, the flow can hardly be less than 500 feet thick. 
It IS admirably exposed in the undercHff of the Vindhyan scarp in the fort 
lull and the promontories to the westward. In a'small plateau about three 
miies to north-north-east of the fort it is overlaid horizontally by typical, 
rusty jaspideous shales of the Gwalior series. Several detached hills 

in the plain lying east by north of MorSr are formed entirely of this 
massive trap. ^ 

Limestone occurs principally on two horizons, in and above the lower 
trappean zone and, in the northern hills, above the great trap flow. In 

• Records, III, 3S, (.870). | . ni, 37, (.870). 
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both positions it is very uncertain and discontinuous. Within a space of 
100 yards a mass of limestone, more than 50 feet thick, is found to be 
totally replaced by ochreous shales. 

The iron ore, which is largely mined in the Gwalior system, is quite 
different from that found in the Bijiwars. The latter is a massive 
concretionary haematite irregularly concentrated in ferruginous earthy 
sandstones. The Gwalior ore is a fine wafer-like shale, composed of thin 
flakes of haematite with still thinner films of clay. It is a decomposed con- 
dition of the jaspideous shales, from which the amorphous silica has been 
dissolved out, leaving the iron ingredient in a very favourable stats for 
mining and smelting. The conditions for this change seem only to have 
obtained near the base of the group, as the mines are in the shales a 
few feet over the Pdr sandstone. 

To the east and north the Gwalior system is covered by the great 
alluvial plains. On the west it passes under the upper Vindhyans, and two 
in Hers, exposed by the removal of these covering rocks, are crossed by 
the Trunk Road. The only specific identification of the Gwalior beds 
beyond this area is at the nearest point on the opposite side of this 
northern extension of the Vindhyan basin, 70 miles to the north-west of 
Gwalior. At Hindaun there is a narrow ridge of banded jasper and fer- 
ruginous shales, which Mr. Hacket considers to be indubitable Gwaliors^ 
The Gwaliors at Hindaun are more or less vertical, and in contact wdth 
them, but not conformably, are some quartzite sandstone and red and 
black slaty shales, with irregular bands of limestone, which will be again 
referred to when dealing with the Delhi system. 

The antiquity of these rocks is shown not only by this section at 
Hindaun, but by the very extensive denudation they bad undergone pre- 



Fig. 4. Section showing the relation between the Gwalior and Vindhyan systems at 
the junction of the Pdr and Vindhyan scarps. Ks. Kdimur sandstone. Kc. 
Kdimur conglomerate. G. Gwalior beds. C. Bundelkhand gneiss. 

vious to the deposition of the upper Vindhyan sandstones. At the western 
end of the PAr scarp, the Kiimur sandstones and conglomerate are de- 
posited against a scarped face of P4r sandstone and rest on the gneiss at 
a lower level than the base of the Gwaliors close by^. 

The Ar^valli system was formerly taken to comprise all the transition 
^RfCords^ III, 40, (.870); X, 90, (1877). I ^Memoiis^ VII, 58, (1869), 

F 2 


€8 


GEOLOGY OF INDIA— TRANSITION SYSTEMS. [Chap. IIL 

beds of the Ar5valli range, including those belonging to what We will now 
distinguish as the Delhi system^ Little can be said of the petrography or 
of the relations of the ArAvalli system, as limited by the exclusion of these 
newer beds, and even the validity of the separation is in doubt. Mr. 
Hacket was inclined to believe * that the schists of the Ar5vallis were 
merely the metamorphosed equivalents of the lower portion of bis Delhi 
system, but the disproportion, in thickness as well as inf metamorphism, 
betw'een the beds of the great schist area of the Arivallis and the much 
smaller thickness of slates and limestone, which alone can be included! 
with certainty in the Delhi system, renders this doubtful. Moreover he has 
recorded some observations, noticed below, which point to an unconfornr*- 
able break between the two systems. 

Accepting the validity of a distinct Ar^valli system of transition age, it 
may be described as consisting of quartzites and limestones, often con- 
taining coccolite, hornblendic and mica schists, abounding in crystals oi 
andalnsite, staurotide and garnet, and felspathic schists and gneisses. 

The contact of the schists and gneiss shows a gradual transition®, both in 
the centre of the range, and w^here they are in contact with the granitoid 
gneiss of Dhariawad and near Chitor, which has been regarded as belonging 
to the Bundelkhand or older gneiss series This transition is in part appa- 
rent, and due to the true gneiss not having everywhere been distinguished 
from gneissose forms of intrusive granite, but is not improbably to some 
extent real. 

The relation of the Arivalli schists to the Dellii system is* somewhat 
doubtful; -where the lower beds of the latter have undergone metamor- 
phism they are difficult to distinguish, and it is probable that in those sec- 
tions which appear to show a passage between the two, the break occurs 
between beds which it is difficult to distinguish from each other. This 
rendered probable by the unmistakable unconformity which is shown by 
some sections, such as the one near Nithahar, where the Alwar quartzites 
rest upon the edges of nearly vertical argillaceous and quartz schists, and 
in the hills south of the Basi railway station, where a thick band of coarse 
conglomerate occurs at the base of the Al^^a^ quartzites immediately above 
what were regarded as beds belonging to the Raialo group.^ 

East and south-east of Udaipur, in the heart of the range, conglomer-^ 
ates, containing numerous boulders and pebbles of quartzite in a schistose 
quartzite matrix, occur close to ridges of quartzite, which were regarded as 
of Alwar age\ The position of these conglomerates is not very well 
established The nature of the boulders they contain would lead one to 
suppose that they were of later date than the quartzites of the ridge close 
by, but their position would indicate that they came between the quartzites, 
and the adjoining older schists. 

* Manual^ 1st ed., p, 49. 

* C. A Hacket, MS Report, 1886. 

^C. A. Racket, XIV, 282, 


(f88i). MSS Reports, passim, 

* Records X, 85 , (1877) , Xll, 4, (i879>. 
' C. A* Hacket, MS. Report, 
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Thesesections appear to leave but little room for doubting that an 
unconformable break exists, and for this reason it appears advisable to 
recognise the existence of a distinct system of schists and slaty beds, 
underlying and older than the Delhi system, though it is impossible to 
attempt any subdivision or detailed description of them. 

Beds of compact silicious rock and jasper, slightly resembling those of 
the Gwalior system, are recorded as occurring in the Raialo group in 
Shaikh^wati, near Chenpura, north-east of the Basi railway station, and 
near Muhammadpur, south of Kherly railway station. At the time the 
observations were made the term Raialo covered ali the beds below the 
Alwar quarteite, except the gneiss, and it is consequently uncertaip 
whether these beds belong to the Delhi system or not, but the occurrence 
of jasper pebbles in the conglomerates of the Alwar group makes it prob- 
able that they should be referred to the ArdvalH system, as here restricted. 

In the central part of the Ard\alli range the Arivalli schists are profusely 
penetrated by granite veins, and have in consequence undergone great 
metamorphism. But west of Udaipur there is an area where granite 
is wanting, and the beds are almost as unaltered as the slates and lime- 
stones below the Alwar quartzite, west and south of Nimach. This w^as 
considered to be an indication that the last-mentioned beds vrere repre- 
sented in a more metamorphosed condition by the Ardvalli schists, but it is 
equally possible, and on the whole more probable, that tl>ey are an outlier 
of the newer beds or, belonging to the older system, have locally escaped 
metamorphism. 

The rocks of the Delhi system extend, in a number of isolated out- 
crops of varying size, from Delhi to beyond Nimach, a distance of about 
340 miles from north-north-east to south-south-west, and for a width 
^ about 150 miles in a direction transverse to this. The name applied to 
the system by Mr. Racket in 1881^ has proved an unfortunate one, as it 
is but ill exposed near Delhi, and we must look to the hills near Bidna, and 
those of Mandsaur and the neighbourhood of Nimach, for the typical sec- 
tions. It is, however, the name which has been used on the maps and in the 
publications of the Survey, and a change w'ould lead to greater incon- 
venience than its retention. 

The beds comprised in the system consist of a lower group of slates and 
limestones, and an upper, very much thicker, group of quartzites, known 
as the Alwar quartzites. The lower group Avas, in the first instance, 
named the Raialo, but as this name has subsequently been applied to all 
the beds below the Alwar quartzites, including those which there seems 
good reajyon for separating as an independent system, its use will be 
abandoned here. 


^ Eecoidsy XIV, 28i,{i88ii, 
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The Alwar quartzites may be described generally as well-bedded 
quart :ites, of light grey colour and fine grain, in which ripple markings and 
fcun-cracks on the surface of the beds are common. Coarse grained beds 
are of frequent occurrence, and slaty bands are met with, arkose is often 
found near the base of the group where it rests on gneiss or granite, and 
the earlier part of the period during which it w^as formed appears to have 
witnessed an outburst of volcanic activity. 

In the Biana hills the Alwar quartzites have been divided into five 
groups as follows : — ^ 

5. Wer quartzites and conglomerates. 

4 Damdama quartzites and conglomerates. 

3, B.dna white quartzite and conglomerate. 

2. Badalgarh quartzite and shale. 

1. Nilhahar quartzites and bedded traps. 

These groups are all separated by slight unconformities of denudation 
and overlap, but the distinctions appear to be quite local, for, even in the 
Bidna hills, they are distinguishable on some sections, while in other 
outcrops it has been impossible to recognise them. All the groups vary 
very much in thickness, and are completely overlapped near Nithahar by 
the Wer quartzites, which rest directly on the schists. 

West and south of Nfinach® a very similar succession of beds is seen, 
consisting at the base of a conglomeratic sandstone, overlaid by about 200 
feet of shales and limestone, and capped by a varying thickness of quartz- 
ite. The beds are very little disturbed and the exposures are completely 
isolated, but, northwards of Sadri, there are exposures of highly disturbed 
quartzite which, forming a series of ridges running northwards, can be cor- 
related wdth the beds of Mandsaur and Sadri on the south, and those of the 
Bi^na and Alwar hills and Delhi on the north. The identification depends 
partly on the observed relation of the quartzites to the older rocks, partly 
on the similarity of lithological character, a perfectly justifiable method over 
such short intervals as wo are dealing with, and is helped out by the frequent 
occurrence of beds of contemporaneous trap in the lower part of the series, 
though these have not as yet been subjected to a critical examination. 

The relation of this system to the gneiss west of Nfmach^ and to the 
schists of the Ar^valli system, as now restricted, is one of complete un- 
conformity, there being usually a conglomerate at or near the base of the 
section, in which pebbles of the underlying gneiss are stated to occur near 
Daulapini. In the ridges north of Sadri the same unconformity has been 
observed, and a similar unconformable contact, accompanied by a basal 
conglomerate, has been observed near Nithahar wd.ere the quartzites rest 
on vertical schists, near 'lalra south of Alwar w^here they rest on granitoid 
gneiss and contain gneiss pebbles, and at Marot, noith of the Simbhar 
salt lake, where the bottom beds of the quartzite, conglomeratic with rolled 
Recajds, X, 86, (1S77). | a I^ecotds, XIV, 293, (1881). 
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and subangular fragments of quartz and felspar, rest on micaschists pene- 
trated with granite intrusionsb 

In the Nimach area the lower slates and limestones of this system rest 
unconformably on the gneiss, but no case of unconformity with the. Ardvalli 
beds appears to have been recorded. The complete oveHau of the slates 
by the quartzites which are conformable to them is, however, in itself an 
ample proof of the unconformity of the Delhi system to the underlying 
rocks. 

The central sections of the Arivalli exhibit an apparent passage of the 
quartzites into the gneiss, one section in particular being mentioned, where 
alternating mica sch'sts and gneissose beds are overlaid by schists and 
quartzites, then a two-foot band of gneiss, capped by the Alwar quartz- 
ites*. In these cases it is probable that a gneissose granite, intrusiv’o 
along the bedding planes, has been described as a gneiss, or the so-called 
gneiss may be merely a metamorphosed arkose, in neither of which cases 
would there be any proof of a transition between the true gneiss and the 
Alwar quartzites. 

In the hills near Hindaun quartzite sandstone, associated with red and 
black slaty shales and irregular bands of limestone, occurs in close proximity 
to the jasper beds which are considered to belong to the Gwalior system.* 
No actual contact is seen, but the distribution of the two types of rock 
leaves no room for doubting that the quartzites and slaty shales are the 
newer of the two. In spite of their likeness to the beds of the Delhi system, 
and the absence of anything at all resembling them among the Vindhyans, 
they w^ere referred to the latter system'^. This reference appears to have 
been due to the supposed difficulty of finding time for the deposition of all 
the transition beds of the Arivalli range, and their subsequent disturbance, 
between the close of the Gwalior period and the commencement of the 
Vindhyan, the beds of both these systems being almost undisturbed. The 
difficulty regarding the time required for the deposition of the transition 
beds vanishes if we recognise two distinct systems in the Arivallis, the 
older of which may be contemporaneous with, or older than, the Gwaliors, 
while the newer is younger; and as regards the disturbance, we will find 
when we come to deal with the extra-peninsular mountain ranges, that 
an intense and extensive disturbance of the strata has taken place during 
the tertiary period, and even within the latter half of it. Thf* time required 
for the disturbance of the ArSvallis may consequently be reduced to a 
very short period, geologically speaking, and if the suggestion,® that the 
Vindhyans bear much the same relation to the Aravalli range that the 
deposits of the Indo-Gangetic plain do to the Himilayas, is correct^ the 

* Manual^ 1st edition, p. 52, 

® Infra^ p. 1 04. 


* Records^ XIV, 294, 296, 298, (1881). 

2 Records^ XIV, 297, (1881). 

® Records, X, 90, (1877) ; Supra, p. 67. 
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dis'turbance would not be anterior to, but contemporaneous with, the 
deposition of the Vindhyan beds. 

Under these circumstances the correlation subsequently adoptedy^ which 
classed the quartzites of Hindaun with those of the Ahvar group, seems the 
most probable one, and we have the Delhi system established as newer than 
the Gwaliors* This conclusion is supported by the occurrence of pebbles 
of jasper, closely resembling that of the Gwalior system^ in the lower 
beds of the Alwar quartzites, north of Dhaulapani and in the Bi^na hills. 

Before leaving this system we must notice a peculiar form which the 
quartzite locally assumes at Kalidna, near D^dri, in Jind. The rock is here 
extensively quarried for millstones, and in some of the quarries it has become 
locally converted into what is known as itacolumite, or flexible sandstone. 
The quartzite in its natural form is glassy, and the individual grains of 
sand have become coated with an outgrowth of secondary quartz, giving 
them an irregular outline when seen in section. Generally the rock appears 
to withstand weathering extremely well, and is as hard and glassy a few 
inches from the surface, as in the depths of the quarries; locally, however, 
decomposition has been able to penetrate into the rock, and it has wea- 
thered into a mass of very irregular-shaped aggregates of quartz grains, 
held together by the interlocking of their irregularities, but capable of a 
certain amount of freedom of movement over each other. There is 
nothing to show why this peculiar form of weathering should have taken 
place in some places, and not in others. It is not confined to particular 
beds, nor is it continuous for many feet along the strike in the same bed®. 


Far to the north west of the termination of the ArSvallis, after a wide 
interval of plains traversed by the Sutlej and the RAvi, some hills occur on 
the sides of the Chendb at Chiniot and KirAna. These hills are only 40 
miles distant from the Salt-range, but the rocks are totally different from 
any that occur there, and correspond well with those seen in the Ardvalli 
range. They consist of strong quartzites with associated clay slates, form- 
ing steep ridges with a north-east to south-west strike The highest 
summit is stated by Dr. Fleming to be 957 feet above the plain. The 
rocks seem, from the uncertain observations given of them, to be in a 
less metamorphic state than those nearest them to the south east, a fact 
which agrees with their remoteness from what is presumably the centre 
of disturbance of the region. The oldest rocks of the Salt-range are pro- 
bably, from their contrasting petrological conditions, very much younger 
than the strata of Kirdna, and, as the former are at least Cambrian, we thus 
obtain a small hint of the age of these transition deposits 


* C A. Racket, Recoids,XlVf 288, (1881), 
*C A. Racket, Recoids, XIV, 285, (iSSi); 


H. B. MedlicoU, Recoids, VTI, jo, (1874); 
R. D. Oldham, Records, XKII, 53, (i88p>. 
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East of Baroda, at the south-west extremity of the Ardvalli region, there 
Is an outcrop of rocks which must be referred to one of the transition 
formations. It extends some twenty miles east from the Pawagarh hill, for 
6ight miles south from Champdner, and to a considerable but unknown dis- 
tance to the north. The beds of this exposure, while resembling those of 
the Bijdwar system in general character and state of metamorphism, do not 
contain any of its characteristic rocks, while the most remarkable rock 
of the exposure is wanting in the Bijdwars. For this reason it is not 
possible to refer them to the latter system. So far as can be judged from 
the description, they are more like the rocks of the Delhi system, but it is 
impossible to definitely refer them to it, owing to the long stretch of 
unexplored ground that separates the two. Under these circumstances it 
will be best to treat them under the name of Champtoer, from the capital 
of the old Mahomedan kingdom of Gujardt, which stands upon their 
margin. 

The principal constituent of the Champaner beds is a quartzite or 
quartzite sandstone, the other beds being conglomerates, slates, and lime- 
stones, with occasional ferruginous bands. The conglomerates are the 
most distinctive beds of the Champdner area ; the matrix is a coarse, gritty 
sandstone, containing pebbles and boulders, often a foot in diameter, and 
occasionally ranging to three feet, consisting of granite, quartzite, talcose 
slate, and crystalline limestone, but none of typically Bijawar rocks. 
Cleavage, which is well developed in all the beds which are susceptible of 
it, is occasionally seen in the pebbles of the conglomerate, but is rarely 
distinguishable in the matrix. 

The passage from the Champdner beds to the gneiss appears to be 
gradual, so much so that it is frequently almost impossible to determine 
where the boundary should be drawn. Within the tract occupied by the 
metamorphics, quartzites are found, and a true conglomerate, containing 
rolled fragments of quartzite and very similar to that of the Champdner 
beds, is found among the gneiss west of Jdmbughora. This area has not 
as yet been subjected to a close examination, and it is impossible to say 
whether the apparent transition is a real one, or the result of the intense 
disturbance which both the metamorphics and the Champaner beds have 
undergone.^ 


In the south and south-eastern portion of the country west of the 
Ardvalli range there is a series of very ancient eruptive rocks, named after 
the Maldni district of the Jodhpur state. They consist principally of very 
silicious felsites, so hard that they are not scratched by quartz, and have 


^ The description in the text is based on that 
of Dr. W. T. Blanford, Memoirs, VI, 202, 
(1869) Mr. R. B. Foote, in a letter received 
as this work is goin^ through the press con- 


siders that the Cbainpdner beds, by tbeir 
mineral character and degree of metamor- 
phism should he referred to the Cuddapah 
rather than the transition systems. 
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frequently the appearance and texture of jasper. They vary greatly in 
colour, from black or dark-brown to pink, blue, or white, the dark-coloured 
rock being always hard and undecomposed, whilst the light-coloured varie- 
ties are softer and appear to be altered. The most constant character 
is the presence of small crystals of felspar, usually of a pink or red colour, 
in addition to which small grains of transparent silica are frequently 
disseminated throughout the rock^ Their extremely silicious nature may 
be due to alteration, but their porphyritic character, and the occasional 
occurrence of ash beds, sufficiently attest their volcanic origin. 

In places diorite was found associated with these rocks, and in some 
of the hills west of Balmer coarsely crystalline granitoid syenite and peg- 
matite are intercalated in large masses with the porphyritic felsites. True 
granite may occur, but in the few hills examined mica was absent, al- 
though the character of the rock was distinctly granitic. Th- presence of 
similar granitoid rocks elsewhere is rendered probable by the occurrence 
of pebbles and boulders in some of the later formations. 

The Malini rocks must be very ancient, but no idea can be formed of 
their geological position, as they are nowhere associated with rocks of 
known age, except where underlying beds of comparatively recent date 
and nothing resembling them appears hitherto to have been detected 
elsewhere in India. 


They have been regarded® as of lower Vindhyan age, since they occur 
undisturbed in close proximity to the highly disturbed slates and schists 
of the Ardvallis. They have not as yet been found in actual contact with 
the older rocks, but small hills of both are found standing up from the 
recent alluvium and irregularly interspersed with each other. On the 
other hand, nothing at all resembling the Mal^ni felsites has as yet been 
found in the lower Vindhyans east of the Arivallis. The general type is 
that of a much more ancient rock, and felsites, closely resembling those of 

i°o » porphyritic, are found in the Toshim 

hill dipping at high angles with the older beds of the Arivalli range 
Besides this, the unconformity between them and the overlying sand- 
stones, which are regarded as upper Vindhyans, is most marked, con- 
trasting with the verymuch lesspronounced unconformity between the lower 
and upper Vindhyans of the typical area. The correlation of the sand- 
stones wi h the upper Vindhyans is, however, conjectural, and if they 
belong to the uppermost members of the system, this unconformity would 
not be inconsistent with a lowermost Vindhyan age for the Maldnis. The 
age of these last must remain doubtful for the present, but they appear 
to belong to the transition rather than the Vindhyan rocks. ^ 


W. T. Blanford, Records, X, 17, 
Hecords, XIV, 303, <i88i) 


(1877). 


® C. A. McMahon, Records, XIX, 154, (188Q. 
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Chap. III. 3 CORRELATION OP THE TRANSITION SYSTEMS. 

Reference has just been made as to the doubtful propriety of classing 
the Maldni beds -with the transition systems and a similar doubt may 
almost be expressed with regard to the Gwalior and Delhi systems. The 
former of these finds its nearest analogue, as regards both mineral com- 
position and degree of induration, in the Cuddapah syrtem of Southern 
India, and Mr. Foote’s suggestion that the equivalents of the Champiner 
beds must be looked for among the Cuddapah rather than the Dhkrwdr 
deposits of Southern India has been referred to.^ As will be noticed in the 
next chapter, there are grounds for questioning whether the Cuddapah 
system should not be classed with these, among the newer of the transition 
systems, rather than with the Vindhyans. However this may be, there 
seem good reasons for accepting the Delhi and Gwalior sj stems as the 
newest of those described above. Next after them would ccme the Bijawar 
and Behar systems, the latter being the older of the two, and finally the 
transition rocks of south-west Bengal and the Dhirwdrs of Southern 
India, the last of these being marked out as the oldest by the greater 
degree of disturbance and metamorphism it has undergone, as well as by 
the manner in which the eroded edges of its upturned and metamor- 
phosed strata are covered by the nearly horizontal basement beds of the 
Cuddapah system. 


There can be little doubt that rocks corresponding to the transition 
systems will be found extensively developed in the extra-peninsular 
mountain ranges, but as yet these have not been sufficiently explored to 
allow' of their separation as distinct rock series, except in a few isolated 
localities. 

In Hundes and Spiti Mr. Griesbach has separated, under che name of 
Vaikrita®, a series of beds which overlie the granitic gneiss. It is described 
as of great thickness, varying much in lithological composition, composed 
principally of micaceouj schists, talcose rocks, phyllites and gneiss. The 
beds are now found occupying the cores of highly compressed synclinal 
folds, ihe crests of the intervening anticlinals having been denuded away 
till there is now an apparently continuous succession of strata across the 
folds. 

Somewhat similar schistose beds occupy large areas in the central part 
of the range, and appear to extend far towards its southern margin in 
Nep^l®. 

In the Ddrjiling district Mr. Mallet has described a series of beds, said 
to be transitional wdth the gneiss, under the name of the Daling series. 

* Supra^ p. 73 foot-note. I phos-d, (1S91). 

* Said to be the Sanskrit for metamor- 1 ® Records, VIII, 93, (1875) 
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They consist of light green, slightly greasy, slates, sometimes interbanded 
with a dark greenish grey kind, passing insensibly into ordinary clay slates 
Sind more or less earthy or silvery according to the degree of alteration 
they have undergone. There are also bands of quartzite and quartz flags, 
occasionally some hornblende schist, sometimes slightly calcareous and 
passing into an impute dolomite containing crystals of actiiiolite. This 
is, however, a rate and exceptional rock, the most prominent lithological 
distinctions between these and the succeeding Baxa series being the almost 
complete absence of lime and the rarity of the brilliantly-coloured alterna- 
tions of slates.^ 

The distribution of these beds is peculiar, and led to an erroneous idea 
of their position being formed in the first instance. They occur along the 
outer (southern) edge of the gneissic masses of Darjiling and Daling, in 
the valley of the combined Tisti and Ranjit rivers* They separate these two 
areas of gneiss and extend on the northern side up each of the valleys, 
dipping inwards towards the gneiss on all sides, and the junction is de- 
scribed as transitional, except for a portion of the boundary north of DirjfU 
ing, which is faulted. On the south the apparent passage is somewhat 
rapid, but on the inner sections the Dalings are more metamorphosed, and 
the distinction betw^een them and the gneiss more difficult to draw. The 
form of the outcrop and the direction of the dips combine tn convey the 
impression that the Darjiling gneiss lies in the centre of a synclinal and is 
newer than the Daling series. 

At the time the description was written a belief in the possibility of 
regional metamorphism, that is to say, of ordinary sedimentary rocks 
being converted, within a moderate distance, into true schists and gneisses, 
was still held by many geologists, but the whole tendency of recent 
investigations has been adverse to this opinion, and the opinion now 
prevalent is that of two contiguous series of beds the one which exhibits 
the greatest degree of metamorphism is primA facie the older. Added 
to this, the apparent dip of newer beds under older is a common feature 
of HimSlayan sections, and when we find that the apparent relation of the 
gneiss to the Dalings is the same as of these to the Damudas, and again 
of the Damudas to the tertiaries, it is impossible to escape the belief that 
the true sequence is the reverse of the apparent one. 

? Memoirs^ XI, 40, (1874, •* 





CHAPTER IV. 


OLDER PAL.<EOZOIC (CUDDAPAH AND VINDHYAN) 
SYSTEMS OF THE PENINSULA. 

Older palaeozoic rocks— Reason for adopting the name — SootheSn iNOtA— Cuddapah system 
— Cuddapah area — Kalddgi area— Karndl senes— Cuddapah area— Bhfmd aifea— Goddvaifi 
valley— Pakhal series— Pengang^ beds— Chhatfsgarh — Sullavai series— Central India— 
Lower Vindhyans — Upper Vindhyans — l^elation of upper Vindhyans lo the Ar4vall! 
fafige — Vindhyans west of the Ar^valli — Source of the diamond— Relative ages of the 
rock systems described. 

In dealing with the neM^er group of systems, intervening between the 
gneiss and the lowermost fossiliferous beds of the Peninsula, we are met 
by the same difficulty as with the transition systems, — the absence of 
any fossil evidence by w^hich we can judge of the true position of the beds. 
In this case the absence of fossils is the more extraordinary as many of the 
strata appear well adapted for the preservation of organic remains and 
have undergone no disturbance which could account for their subsequent 
obliteration. 

The selection of a general name for the beds described in this chapter 
is a difficult task. Omitting purely local names, they have been classed as 
upper transition, azoic, or Vindhyan, but none of these are completely satis- 
factory and the best course to pursue will be to take into consideration the 
strongly marked unconformity that exists between the newest of them and 
overlying beds, of upper palaeozoic age, together with their general litho- 
logical character, and class them as older palaeozoic. This much we know, 
that they must be considerably older than permian, but it is as impossible 
to decide whether some of the oldest may not be precambrian, as to 
determine whether they may not to some extent be contemporaneous 
with part of those classed with the transition systems. 

The older palaeozoic strata, as defined here, are principally developed 
in two separate areas, one in the Madras presidency, the other in 
central India. Inhere are besides a number of exposures in the Godivari 
and Mahdnadi valleys in which the beds are not so well exposed and have 
been less studied than in the two principal areas. 

There can be no doubt that the oldest rocks of this group of systems 
are those that have been described as the Cuddapah system in Madras, 
and they will consequently stand first for notice here. 
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The roclvs of the Cuddapah system occupy a large area about the 
middle of the east side of the Peninsula, where the coast line bends from 
a northerly to a north-easterly direction. This feature is probably con- 
nected with the form of the Cuddapah basin, which is of a roughly 
crescent shape, convex to the west. The north-east horn of the crescent 
is known as the Pained, and reaches to Jaggayyapet, a few miles north 
of the Kistna river ; the southern termination at Tirupati (Tripetty; hill 
is 30 miles north-west of Madras, or only 18 if measured to the outlier at 
Ndgari Nose. The town of Cuddapah stands in a south-central position 
near the Penner river. Karnul is on the northern edge and, further south, 
Gooty is just outside the western border, at its centre. The length of the 
basin is about 210 miles and its width 95, the area being nearly 13,500 
square miles. 

The eastern edge of the basin constitutes a well-defined segment of 
that vaguely expressed general feature known as the Eastern Ghats. 
The actual face of the highlands is locally known as the Yellakonda 
ridge. It is a flanking member of the Nallamalai range, which is formed 
by a belt of contortion of the Cuddapah rocks along this side of their basin. 
Between the hills and the sea there is a zone of low country, formed of 
metamorphic rocks and alluvium, about 50 miles wide, constituting the 
plains of the Carnatic, or Payan Ghdt (country below the Ghdts), in the 
Guntur, Nellore, and North Arcot districts. The elevation of this ground 
at the base of the hills is under 200 feet, the crest of the Yellakonda rising 
to about 1,000, and the summits of the Nallamalai to 3,500. The centre of 
the Cuddapah basin is occupied by the broad valley of the Kundair, the 
rocks rising again to form a steep range along the western margin of 
the basin, 2,000 feet above the sea and overlooking the gneissic upland 
of Mysore and Bellary, the elevation of which near the range varies 
from 800 to 1,800 feet. The Madras railway enters the basin at Gooty 
and leaves it at the southern point of the crescent, while the Kistna 
river adopts a very similar course in the northern limb. The watershed 
of the basin lies far to the north, and the Penner receives most of the 
drainage. 

More than a third of the area, within the boundaries indicated, is taken 
up by the overlying Karntll series, which occupies all the low ground of 
the Kundair valley in the middle of the basin and another large space 
in the Pain ad. 


The Cuddapah formation has been divided into the following groups^ ; — 


Kistna group, 2,000 feet 
Nallamalai group, 3400 feet 


Quartzites (Srishalam). 
Slates (Kolamnala). 
'Quartzites (Irlakonda). 
r Slates (Cumbum). 
t Quartzites (Bairenkonda). 


^ Memoiis, VIII, 126, (1872). 
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Cheyair group, 10,500 feet . 
P^paghni group, 4,500 feet 


( Slates (Pullampet). 

I Quartzites (Nagari). 
Slates (V^mpalli). 
Quartzites (Gulcheru). 


The groups are all more or less unconformable to each other, andalhin 
turn overlap the others and rest directly on the gneiss, but there is so 
marked a unity of character running through all that it is necessary to 
regard them as a single system. 

The distribution of these groups relieves us in some measure of the 
enormous aggregate thickness of 20,000 feet given in the list. Although 
the succession may be taken strictly in order of time, it is scarcely'' to be 
supposed that there was ever at one spot a continuous superposition of 
these strata to the extent of their aggregate thickness. Even within the 
present rock-basin, which must be taken as only a part of the area of deposi- 
tion, the groups are local and discontinuous, each in turn overlapping the 
one below it and resting on the gneiss. In each case, however, there is 
more or less of denudation-unconformity, as well as overlap, so that the 
groups are much more than mere horizons of variation in deposition. 

The original characters of deposition, and the induced characters of 
disturbance, are closely related to the actual boundaries of the field. All 
round the western boundary the junction is natural, and the deposits 
rest as originally laid down upon the gneiss, the strata having undergone 
comparatively little disturbance. On the east side of the basin, on the 
contrary, there has been much contortion of the strata, the boundary is 
represented as faulted and the beds often inverted. The lower groups 
are found to the south-west, and are gradually overlapped to the north 
and east. 


In each of the groups of the Cuddapah series sandstones or quartzites 
prevail at the base and earthy deposits forming shales or slates above, 
limestones often occurring with the latter. The Pdpaghni group is only 
found between the Tungabhadra and the Cheyair, being overlapped in both 
directions by the Cheyair beds. It takes its name from the river, in the 
gorge of which the best sections are seen. Its bottom member, the Gul- 
cheru quartzite, rests upon an uneven surface of the gneiss, and rises up 
to the west to form steep cliffs, over an undercliff of the crystalline rock. 
Although the contact is quite sharp the two rocks are often connected 
together into an adhering mass, A considerable thickness at the base is 
coarsely conglomeratic, the pebbles consisting of the brecciated veinstones 
and banded jasper-rocks, which form prominent outcrops in the adjoining 
metamorphic area, but no pebbles of gneiss or granite were found except 
at one spot.^ These bottom beds are described as shore deposits. 

In the Vempalli subdivision of the Pdpaghni group limestone is 


^ Memotjs, VllI, 158, (1872), 
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largely associated with the shales, and intrusive sheets of trap are 
also of frequent occurrence. In contact with, or near, the trap the lime- 
stone often contains bands of serpentine and steatite, as may be seen 
close to Karnul, where the Vempalli band has overlapped the bottom sand- 
stones, and rests directly on the gneiss. 

The Cheyair group is well exposed on the Cheyair river. It is divided 
into two areas by the Karnul formation stretching southwards, west of 
Cuddapah, into contact with the Pipaghni rocks. The constitution and 
relation of the Cheyair group in the two positions are somewhat different. 
In the north-west area, traversed by the Penner, the bottom band of sand- 
stones and conglomerates is comparatively unimportant. It is there described 
as the Pulivendala (Pulavaindla) subdivision, from a town 40 miles west by 
south of Cuddapah. North of the Kistna it overlaps the Vempallis, and 
rests upon their denuded surface in the Penner ground, the conglomerates 
and breccias being largely made up of the characteristic chert-bands of the 
Vempalli limestone. Here, too, intrusive sheets of trap occur in the Puli- 
vendala band. The corresponding beds in the southern area are described 
as the Ndgari quartzites, from the well-known hill near Madras. They 
form for the most part the bottom-rock of the Cuddapahs resting on the 
gneiss in this region. The conglomerates are here made up of pebbles 
of quartz and quartzites (which are themselves sometimes conglomeratic), 
and occasionally of red-banded jasper, being thus more like the Gulcheru 
beds of the Penner area. 

The upper dand of the Cheyair group in the Penner area is described as 
the Tidputri (Todapurti) beds, named from a principal village of the district. 
They comprise a great series, in which slaty shales predominate, with 
limestones, eruptive rocks both intrusive and contemporaneous, ferru- 
ginous chert, and jasper beds. Although not greatly disturbed, the shales 
are to some extent affected by cleavage and are hence qualified as slaty. 
Limestone occurs in two principal bands. It is a finely crystalline grey 
rock, with much segregated chert, which often assumes very fantastic 
shapes, especially in the upper part of the beds and near trap-flows. Of 
these eruptive rocks there are many strong outcrops, in two principal 
bands, a main one near the base of the group, and another two-thirds up. 
The only rocks that can be certainly classed as eruptive are coarse-grained, 
dark, basic diomrites, someties compact and of grey or pale-green colours. 
They are shown to be contemporaneous by their outcrop being continuous 
for long distances between well-marked bands of aqueous deposits, but 
tl^e intervening deposits frequently cease, and the flows locally coalesce ; 
moreover, they are distinctly confluent with intrusive dykes, as is well seen 
ill the small bay below the southern flanks of the Opalpid plateau, 20 miles 
east of Gooty Perhaps the strongest argument for the contemporaneity of 
the bedded traps on this horizon is the fact that no intrusive igneous rock 
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IS kno\^ n to occur higher in the formation, or in the Karnuls, and this 
could hardly be the case if the massive bands in the Tadputri zone were 
intruded after the completion of the sedimentary series. 

In this group there are, associated with the traps, porcellanic beds re- 
sembling those of the Gwalior system. They have been regarded as of 
volcanic origin, but there is a great difBcuIty in supposing so highly silicious 
an ash could be produced by the same series of eruptions as gave birth to 
the unmistakcable igneous rocks in the section. They do not in any way 
resemble any known product of volcanicactivity and their associations with 
the lava flows is probably fortuitous. 

In the Cheyair area the Pullampet slates and limestones represent the 
Tadputri beds of the Penner. The traps and porcellanic beds are absent. 
The limestones are again silicious, and sometimes they are brecciated in a 
very unaccountable ^nner, ^\ithout any disturbance of the strata. Some 
beds present a rugged humpy surface, suggestive of a coralline formation, 
but no organic structure has been detected. 

The Nallamalai occupies a larger area than the other groups, principally 
on the east side of the basin, and takes its name from the range. The 
Bairenkonda summit, 3,500 feet above the sea, gives its name to the bottom 
band of quartzites. In the Pdlkonda range, east of Cuddapah, these 
quartzites rest with slight unconformity upon the Cheyair group. In the 
Penner area the strong quartzites of the Gondicotta hills, overlying the 
Tadputri shales, are on the same horizon. Here the beds have a gentle 
north-easterly slope and pass under the Karniil formation, but when they 
rise again to the east, in the Nallamalai, contortion is the rule, often to so 
extreme a degree as to produce folded flexures and inversion. In the 
synclinal troughs of these contortions the upper member of the group, 
called the Cumbum slates, is found, the underlying quartzites rising up to 
form the ridges. 

The Cumbum slates are by far the thickest member of the group, and 
cover the greater part of the area. They are not very uniform in compo- 
sition. There are several subordinate bands of quartzite, A\hich it is not 
easy in broken ground to distinguish from the underlying Bairenkonda 
rock, and the slates themselves present many vaiieties, from fine, silvery, 
talcose beds to coarse, earthy clay slates, of many shades of colour. Occa- 
sionally they are foliated and schistose, and not easily distinguished from 
the schistose beds of the adjoining gneissic area, when the two happen to 
come in contact. As a rule, however, quartzites are found at the junction. 
Strong bands of limestone are frequent in the Cumbum slates. It is generally 
compact or finely crystalline, micaceous or talcose, of a slate grey colour, 
with purple tinges The old lead mines near Nandi^lampet, 16 miles north 
of Cuddapah, occur in a dark silicious variety of this rock. 

At the north end of the Nallamalai, just south of the Karnul and Guntur 

G 
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ro^d, there is a great dome*shaped mountain known as Eshwarakupam. It 
IS composed of lower Cuddapah rocks dipping away from the hill on all 
sides, and surrounded by Nallanialai beds. A great thickness of strata is 
exposed, but it is not easy to identify them specifically with the groups 
already described. 

The plateau through which the Kistrta has cut its gorge, known as the 
Kistna Nallamalai, is formed of beds higher than the Nallamalai group and 
unconformable to it. These beds are therefore distinguished as the Kistna 
group. They comprise three well-marked divisions; the Irlakonda quart- 
zites, forming the plateau of that name on the west, where they are 
1,200 feet thick; the Shrisbalam quartzites, forming a higher plateau 
to the north and east, called after a well-known shrine on the Kistna ; 
and the intermediate shales, which are called Kolamnala, after a stream 
that traverses them. To the north the group spreads out over a flat 
surface of gneiss, and to the east it passes under the Karnul beds of 
the Palndd, in uhich region the rocks are, again, intensely disturbed on 
the east. This group is supposed to be also represented further south in 
the Nallamalai, but the evidence is not decisive. 


In the south Mar 4 th 4 country, on the southern border of the great area 
occupied by the Deccan trap, and in great part separating the trap-region 
trom the gneissic area of Mysore, there is a basin of somewhat similar 
r'lcks named after the town of Kalddgi*, which lies near its eastern end. Its 
peculiar position is in a manner accidental, for it is certain that the whole 
of this basin was once overspread by the trap, which still stretches con- 
tinuously along the crest of the Sahyidri for some distance to the south, and 
elsewhere outliers of trap are found resting on the gneiss. The strata 
rest with total unconformity on the crystallines, quite unaffected by meta- 
morphism, and are considered to belong to the Cuddapah system on the 
strength of a general resemblance in lithological character, although the 
particular sub-divisions of the Cuddapah area cannot be recognised. 

From the Kistna, below its confluence with the Gatparba, the Kal^dgi 
rocks stretch continuously westward for more than loo miles and then 
disappear under the trap forming the crest of the Sahyddri. In this direc- 
tion several inliers are exposed by the local removal of the basaltic cover- 
ing, the largest of which, at the foot of the PhondaGhit in the Konkan, is 
probably continuous with the main basin. On the north there is a large 
inlier at Jamkhandi. In all of these inliers, however, only the lower beds 
occur, so it IS probable that the formation does not extend far beneath the 
trap. On the south borders of the basin there are numerous outliers of 
the bottom ouartzites resting on the gneiss, both on the uplands of the 

‘ R B. Foote, Memohsj XII, 70, (1876). 
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Deccan and in the Konkan. The Vengurla rocks and other small islands 
off the coast all consist of the very hard rocks belonging to the quartzite 
series. The former continuity of all these patches of rock cannot by any 
means be asserted, for it is evident that the deposits took place upon a 
very uneven surface of the crystallines, of which there are extensive inliers 
within the main basin, as at Gokik. 

The series is divisible as follows^: — 

Upper Kalddgi, 

6. Shales, limestones and haematite-schists 
5. Quartaites, local conglomerates, and breccias 

Lower Kalddgi. 

4. Limestones, clays, and shales 
3. Sandstones and shales .... 

2. Silicious limestones, hornstoner, or cherty breccias ^ 3,000 — 5,000 
I. Quartzites, conglomerates, and sandstones . 

The bottom conglomeratic rocks are made up of the debris of the ad- 
joining crystallines, and vary with the composition of the latter. They 
generally slope up towards the boundary of the area and form a scarp over 
a basement of gneiss. The cherty breccias form the most peculiar and 
conspicuous member of this part of the series. Mr. Foote suggests, with 
much probability, that they are formed by the decomposition and crushing 
of the highly silicious limestones that occur on the same horizon. A 
large proportion of the total area, forming a continuous margin to the basin, 
very wide on the south, and including all the outliers, is formed of the lower 
members (Nos. i, 2, 3) of the series, and in this position the rocks are very 
little disturbed, and scarcely at all altered. 

The limestones and shales forming the fourth division of the Kalidgi 
series are only found in a special basin of depression and contortion on 
the north-east side of the area. They generally occupy low ground and 
are much concealed, but may be fairly seen about the town of Kalidgi, 
exhibiting much disturbance. Several varieties of the rock are very homo- 
geneous in texture and variously tinted, making pretty marble. 

I'he only remnants of the upper Kalddgi group are found in the axes of 
synclinal flexures within this special basin, their preservation being evi- 
dently due to their being thus let in and encased by the folding of the 
whole series, so that the maximum of disturbance and of metamorphism is 
exhibited in these remains of the topmost beds of the format on. The 
principal of these elliptical synclinal areas of the upper groups are all within 
a short distance of Kalddgi. The direction of the axes of disturbance is very 
steady between west by north and west-noith-west. This is also the 
direction of the major axis of the basin itself, in which all the special 

Memoirs, XII, 71, (1876;. 
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contortion seems to have been concentrated on the north side, along what is 
now the lower valley of the Gatparba. 

Only four cases of intrusive rock have been observed in the Kalidgi 
area, and all in the region of disturbance, in the highest beds ; thiee in the 
Lokapur basin, and one in the Arakere synclinal valley. They are of com- 
pact, green diorite, unlike the older diorites of the gneissic area. 


The rocks of the Karnill series lie almost entirely within the basin 
of the Cuddapah system, where they are found in two separate areas, the 
larger of which occupies the whole of the Kundair valley and stretches to 
beyond the Kistna, while the other lies in the district known as the Paindd, 
The series has here a total thickness of only 1,200 feet, less than that of 
the smallest group of the Cuddapahs, and might be regarded as a member 
of that system, a view which has been urged' on the ground that the 
unconformity between the two is not much greater than those between the 
different sub-divisions of the older system, and that on the east side of the 
basin the Karnul series has felt the full effects of the disturbance which they 
have undergone. 

Such was not the opinion of the actual observers, who described the un- 
conformity between the Cuddapah system and the KarniSl beds as sufficient to 



Fig. 5. Sketch section illustrating the relation of Cuddapah and Karndl rocks, after King. 


justify the separation of the latter.* This claim is strengthened by the oc- 
currence of an outcrop of beds, referred to the Karnul series, under the edge 
of the Deccan trap plateau in the valley of the BhfmS river. Although the 
westernmost point of this basin is separated by only 8 miles from the 
boundary of the KaUdgi area of Cuddapah locks, and though each basin is 
over 100 miles in length, yet no representative of any of the rocks found in 
the one has been recognised in the other. If the reference of the rocks 
of one area to the Cuddapah system and the other to the Karnul series, on 
the strength of general petrograpbical resemblances, is to be trusted, this 
indicates a change in the areas of deposition of the two periods sufficient 
to justify the separation of the rocks formed in each. 


^ Manuali ist ed , p. 70. 

® The nature of this unconformity is exhibit- 
ed by the sketch sectiO-n, fig. 5, wbirh, at the 


least, shows the interpretation put by the actual 
observer on t le observations made by him. 
-W. King, Memohs, VLII, 125, (,1872)." 
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7'he Karniil series, which is mainly a limestone foimation with subor- 
dinate bands of sandstone and shale, has been divided into the following 


groups^ : — 

Kundair group 
Pdniam group 
Jamalamadugu group 
Banaganpalli group 


Shales (Nandidl). 
Limestones (Koil Kiintla), 
Pinnacled quartzites. 
Plateau quartzites. 

Shales (Auk), 

Limestones (Narji), 

• Sandstones, 


The Banaganpalli group consists of sandstones, generally coarse, often 
earthy, occasionally felspaihic or ferruginous, and usually of dark shades of 
red, grey, and brown colours. Pebble beds are frequent, the pebbles being 
small and numerous, composed of quartzite and various coloured cherts, 
jaspers and hardened shales, evidently derived from the cherty shales 
of the Cheyair group, on which the Banaganpalli beds rest. 

The Banaganpalli beds are of interest as being the principal source of 
the diamond in the Cuddapah area.* There are many places on or near 
the Karnul group where diamonds have been worked for in surface 
gravels, bat at Banaganpalli these workings are carried on in the solid 
rock. Shallow pits, not more than 15 feet deep, are sunk in the rocka 
which is hard and quartzitic at the surface, but turns soft and easily worked 
underground, where short galleries are driven in the diamond layer, 
at, or close to, the base of the group. The diamonds occur in some of the 
more clayey and pebbly layers. Dr. King has recorded the opinion that 
they are innate in this rock, an opinion based principally on the perfection 
of many of the crystals. In the case of so hard a mineral the argument is 
not conclusive, and the nature of the rock in which they are described as 
occurring certainly suggests that they are of detrital origin. It is rather 
mysterious why the rock-workings should be so crowded as they are over 
certain spots, whilst large adjoining areas of apparently the very same 
deposits are left quite untouched. If this irregular distribution of the 
mines be only due to a delusion of the diamond-seekers there is still a very 
large field awaiting exploration. 

Ihe Jamalamadugu group takes its name from a large village on the 
west side of the Kundair valley. It is composed at the top of buff, white, 
and purplish non-calcareous shales, well seen near the village of Auk 
(Owk). They have a maximum thickness of 50 feet, and pass down 
gradually into a finely crystalline or compact limestone, generally blue- 
grey, sometimes nearly black, and occasionally of pale buff and fawn 
colours. A very inferior lithographic stone used to be obtained from these 

1 


* Mimoirs^ VIII, 30, (187^)* 


* VIII, 96, (1872 
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beds, and the rock is now nnicli used for building, large quarries having 
been opened near the railway at the village of Narji, by which name the 
stone is known. West of Banaganpalli the Narji limestone is about 400 
feet thick, but thins out both to the south and noith. In the R^ichur 
DoSb, about Karnul, it rests on the metamorphic rocks, where it becomes 
cherty and brecciated in a peculiar manner and is described as a shore 
deposit. 

Between the open Kundair valley and the western ranges, or Yel- 
lamala, there are in the Karnul district some low flat hills, such as the 
plateaux of Upalp^d and Undutla. These low plateaux are composed 
of a sandstone or quartzite, locally intercalated in the Karnul lime* 
stones and known as the IMniam group, after the town of that name. 
The greatest thickness of the quartzites is only 100 feet, and the group 
disappears altogether to the noith and south, nor has any sign of it been 
observed on the eastern edge of the basin. An upper portion, formed of 
hrm white sandstone, has been distinguished as the ‘ pinnacled quartzites' 
from its mode of w^eathering, the lower beds, or ‘plateau quartzites/ are 
coarser, more eaithy and ferruginous, of various rusty tints. 

In a basin of slightly disturbed strata the uppermost group must cover 
Ihe largest area, and so the Kundair beds occupy the whole valley of the 
Kundair. T here is a thickness of 500 to 600 feet. The upper two-thirds 
of purple calcareous shales and earthy limestones, distinguished as the 
Nandiil shales after a large village of that name, pass insensibly down 
into purer, compact and crypto-ciystalline, flaggy limestones, known as 
the Koil Kuntla band, from a town jo miles south-east of Banaganpalli, in 
which small papillae resembling casts of Cjypris, and numerous discoidal 
markings of half an inch to two inches in diameter are found.* The town 
of Cuddapah and all the large villages in the centre of tlie valley are on 
the Nandidl shales. In this position the rock is soft and crumbling^ but 
to the south and east, on the margin of the mountain region, these upper- 
most beds of the whole sedimentary basin are quite slaty, being cleaved 
and contorted proportionally with the underlying formations. The litholo- 
gical character of this group, as in some of the Cuddapah groups, changes 
to the north-west, and in the proximity of the metamorphics the Koil 
Kuntla beds are described as shore-deposits, which never extended much 
beyond their present boundary 

In the Palndd there is a large exposure of limestones which are be- 
lieved to be of Karnul age, and even the sub divisions have been in a manner 
specifically recognised in the south-west part of the ground.* The limestone 
is underlaid by a diamond-bearing sandstone, which has consequent ly 
been supposed to represent the Banaganpalli rock. In the Palnad country, 
however, there is great difficulty in distinguishing this rock from a closely 

* MemoUs, Via, 46, (1879). 1 * Iftmoirs, Vlll, 107 (1872). 
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associated sandstone, clearly belonging to the Cuddapahs, but of the Kistna 
group at the very top of the Cuddapah series and several thousand feet 
higher, stratigraphically, than are the beds of the Cheyair group underlying 
the diamond sandstone of Banaganpalli ; such at least is the position made 
out for the bottom sandstone on the south-west of the Palndd, towards the 
expanding rock-basin. On this side, too, some slight unconformity has 
been pointed out between the Palnad limestone and successive masses of 
the sandstone, and it has been remarked that the diamond workings here 
are confined to the rock close under the limestone, so as to suggest the 
liinitat ion of diamonds to the horizon of the Banaganpalli group. All round 
the north-east coiner of the basin, however, this sandstone, there known 
as the Jagga^yapet quartzite, rests directly upon the gneiss. 

The leading structural character of the Cuddapah basin is maintained in 
the Pained, On the west side the strata are comparatively undisturbed, 
while on the east border they are cleaved, foliated, and contorted, and 
appear to be overlaid by a natural ascending sequence of shales, lime- 
stones and quartzites, above what have been described as the Palnld 
limestones, and so these upper rocks would be newer members of the 
Karniil formation. According to another, more probable, view this sequence 
is deceptive, being due to total inversion of the strata, the top quartzite 
being really a Cuddapah rock. 


On the north-western border of the Cuddapah basin the Karnul deposits 
are described as overlapping the formations upon which, for the most part, 
they rest, and lying upon the gneiss for a short distance up the Kistna 
val ley. Seventy-five miles further in this north-westerly direction there 
is another area of rocks, having a strong likeness to the Karnul deposits, 
and resting throughout their entire south-east border, for a distance of 
more than loo miles, immediately upon the gneiss, while along their 
entire north-western border they are covered by the Deccan trap. The 
width of the basin thus exposed is exceedingly variable, both bound- 
aries being very irregular in outline. If is greatest, about 25 miles, where 
the Bhfm^ river crosses the outcrop nearly at its middle, and from this 
circumstance the name of the river has been taken for the local designa- 
tion of the rock basin.^ 

The Bhimi series is mainly a limestone formation which has been di/id- 
ed as follows in the central portion of the basin * 


(§*) Red calcareous shades 
{/j Flaggy limes lone beds 
(«) Buff shales • • • 

^ XII, 139 (1S76). 


Upper. 

Thjctness 

30 feet. 

• • . . • 

• • • • • 18 „ 

• Memoirs^ Xll, 160, (1876). 
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Upper — contd. 

(d ) Quartzites (sandstone) 

(c®) Blue thick-bedded splintery limestone, brccciatcd in part 
(c*) Thin-bedded limestone, with chert 
(c) Blue and grey splintery limestone, occasionally brec- 
ciated . 

Lower. 

( 6 ) Purple, red, drab, and dark-green shales, w ith calcareous 
flags at top • • • • • . • 

(a) Quartzites (sandstones) and conglomerates . 

It is principally in the south-western part of the area that the bottom 
sandy beds are developed to any extent. The pebbles of the conglo- 
meratic bands are derived from the adjacent metamorphics, upon a very 
uneven surface, of wdiich the Bhfmd deposits were laid down, as is shown 
by the very winding outline of the boundary and by the occurrence of 
gneissic inliers, some of which are found near the trap of the north-west- 
ern edge of the area. There is thus no presumption that the sedimentary 
basin extends far beneath the eruptive rock. 

At Bachimali, the extreme easterly point of the southern expansion of 
the Bhfmd basin, there is a basement pebble-bed much resembling the 
diamond layers of the lower Kistna valley. It is much broken up by 
small pits, as if at one time it had been searched for diamonds, but there 
seems to be no local tradition of any having been found. 

The upper quartzite is quite a local intercalation, so that in some sec- 
tions the series is almost exclusively made up of limestone. This is a very 
fine-grained rock for the most part, wdth a texture approaching that of 
lithographic stone. The colours are very various Grey prevails, but 
drab and pink tints are common. The rock generally occurs in flaggy 
beds, and is much used for building, the pale cream coloured variety 
being preferred, although the grey stone is the more durable. 

The formation has undergone very little disturbance, and the inclina- 
tion of the strata very rarely exceeds from 2® to 5° At a few places near 
the boundary some crushing and faulting has taken place, as at Gogi, 
where the lowest beds are vertical. 

There are some patches of a singular limestone-breccia resting on the 
gneiss within the confines of the Bhimi basin, as west and north of the 
village of Yeddihali in the Agani valley. The brecciation has clearly been 
caused tn sziu, and Mr. Foote conjectures that these patches may be rem- 
nants of a former .spread of the Kalddgi rocks. 

With the exception of a doubtful fragment of silicified wood (or bone) 
found by Mr. Foote in the basement conglomerate close to the village of 
Kasakanahal, just within the Agani valley, no traces of organic remains 


Thickness. 

200 feet. 
200 „ 
20 „ 

200 „ 


100 „ 
60 „ 
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were obtained from any of the Bhlmd rocks. Mr. Foote speaks of the 
limestones as a pelagic formation, and remarks that there is a good deal 
to suggest that they were once continuous with the like rocks of the 
Karnul area, and that they have been separated only by denudation. 

North of the Kistna some outliers of highly disturbed quartzites and inter- 
bedded limestones have been recognised as belonging to the Cuddapah 
system^, and north of these a large spread of Cuddapahs, originally 
described ® as the Pakhal series, extends up the Goddvari valley, 

111 the hills east of the Godivari at Albaka the series is described as 
consisting of two well-maiked members, namely, a more or less slaty 
division, with many strong bands of altered arenaceous beds, and at 
least two bands of limestone, best exposed near Pakhal ; and an upper 
division which is more generally arenaceous in its composition. The 
thicknesses of the divisions, where best developed, may be reckoned as — 

2. Albaka division 2,500 feet. 

1. Pakhal division 5,000 „ 

Near Pakhal the lovier division can be divided into sub-groups as 
follows 

5 A slaty band with thick seams of quartzite sandstone • 3,600 feet, 

4. Grey and fawn-coloured silicious limestones • . 300 „ 

3. Clay slates and quartzites • • . * . . 500 „ 

2. Silicious limestone 150 ,, 

I. Quartzites, with a few slates 700 „ 

These sub-groups are not constant and overlap each other. The lowest 
beds are frequently conglomeratic and at times pass into strong conglo- 
merates, which rest unconformably on the gneiss. The upper division, 
more fully represented east of the Godavari in the hills which run parallel 
to the river and touch it at Albaka, is described as essentially a sandstone 
and quartzite formation. 

The Pakhal outcrop extends in a north-west direction to the Maner 
river, a short way beyond which it is abruptly cut off by a fault. The 
rocks become gradually less indurated in this direction, the shaly beds 
finer in grain, and the limestones less prominent. In the Maner valley 
the shales, fine in texture, green and purple in colour, and much banded 
with thin calcareous seams, closely resemble those of the Cheyair group. 

On the east side of the Goddvari there is another large area extend- 
ing from about 10 miles south-east of Albaka for over 100 miles to the 
uorth-west. In this exposure the upper arenaceous beds are largely de- 
veloped, but there appears to be a slight unconformity in the cliff sections 

1 Records, XVIII, 20, (18S5). 


* W^ King, Mimniis, XVIH, 209 (i$8o). 
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on the west of the range of hills, and it is not impossible that part of what 
has been here classed, and coloured on the map, with the Pakhal series be- 
longs in reality to the Sullavai service which succeeds It. 

In the upper Pr^nhita valley, west of the great Wardhd valley coal- 
field, a series of limestones and shales of ancient date, known as the 
Pengangi beds, have been recognised by Dr. King as identical with the 
Pakhal beds of the Maner valley. They fall naturally into a lower lime- 
stone and an upper shaly group. 

The limestone group consists of pale or dark grey or buff-coloured, 
seldom red limestone, well-bedded, with occasional layers of ribbon 
jasper. It is overlaid by the shale group, composed of fine-grained earthy 
shales, usually some shade of red in colour, with occasional beds of 
flaggy limestone. The shales have often a nodular structure and weather 
into small thin discoidal fragments like the Takhir shales, for which an 
isolated outcrop might easily be mistaken. It is extraordinary that no 
fossils have been found in these beds, whose texture is eminently fitted 
for the preservation of organic remains, while there has been no subse- 
quent disturbance or metamorphism to account for their obliteration. 

The Penganga shales and limestones are usually found resting directly 
on the gneiss without any representative of the lowest quartzose conglo- 
meratic zone of the Pakhals. North-west of Edlabad, however, there are 
said to be sandstones which appear to dip under the limestone, and a 
quartzite is recorded as occupying a similar position, in the hills north 
of Aksapur.* 

These Pengangd beds were regarded by the earlier observers, and 
have always been referred to in the Survey publications, as of Vindhyan 
age. Further on we will return to the discussion of the validity of this cor- 
relation. but in the meanwhile it may be noticed that the evidence in favour 
of identifying the Pakhal and Pengangd beds with the Cuddapahs is as 
strong as it can be in the case of unfossiliferous rocks, where there is an 
absence of absolute continuity of outcrop. They were unhesitatingly 
identified by Dr. King, who examined both areas. The general lithologi- 
cal resemblance is described as very close, and, though the particular sub- 
divisions cannot be recognised in the different areas, the Pakhal beds were 
regarded as answering to the Kistna and Nallamalai groups.^ They 
exhibit much the same degree of induration and a similarity in their rela- 
tion to the gneiss, and to the rocks of the transition period, and the case 
is much strengthened by the occurrence of a series of small outliers, in the 
space intervening between the northern limit of the main Cuddapah area 
and the southern extremity of the Pakhal outcrop. 

1 W. T. Blanford. MS. Report, i866. [ » Memoirs, XVIII, 2i2, (i88i). 

« Memoirs, XV 111 , 224, (x88i). 1 
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In the degree and nature of the disturbance they have been subjected 
to, the Pakbal beds resemble the Cuddapahs. Lying at low and gentle 
dips throughout the western portion of the area they occupy, they are com- 
pressed and folded at high angles about their eastern limit in the neigh- 
bourhood of the Singareni coal-field. 


The Cuddapah beds have been recognised in Bastir territory, where the 
Indrawati river, at Chitarkot, falls over quartzites that rest horizontally on 
the gneiss. They are overlaid by limestones and red shales, which over- 
lap on to the gneiss and are overlaid by a yet higher series of quartzite 
sandstones. The country has not been examined in detail, and it is not yet 
certain whether the latter belong to the Cuddapahs or to the overlying 
unconformable SuIIavai series.^ 

Further north Dr. Ball recognised the same beds on the plateau 
south of Tarnot,^ and they spread out and occupy a large area of the 
Mah^nadf valley in Chhatisgarh, where they have been regarded by 
observers working from the north as Vindhyan. They are described as 
consisting of a lower group, composed principally of quartzitic sandstones 
at times pebbly or even conglomeratic at the base, and an upper group 
of limestones and shales.® The shales are nearly always of a red purple 
colour, very rarely green or dirty grey, the limestones are fawn-coloured, 
grey or even black, sometimes pink or pale reddish purple, thick-bedded, 
compact, splintery or slialy in composition, graduating into shale, often 
seamed with chert bands. These beds, which were recognised in 1866 
by Dr. Blanford as very similar to the Pengang^ beds, occupy the 
centre of the basin and lie with easy rolling dips, the underlying sand- 
stone band forming a margin round the outcrop, where it is often turned 
up at high angles. 

The evidence for classing these with the Cuddapahs is not at present as 
good as in the case of the Pakhals, seeing that the intervening ground has 
been only cursorily visited, but the general resemblance is close, and cer- 
tainly much closer than to the rocks of the overlying SuIIavai series, which 
must now be noticed. 

Besides the beds of Cuddapah age Dr. King recognised, in the Godavari 
valley, a series, unconformable to the Pakhals, which lie called the SuIIavai 
series.^ They consist typically of a massive quartzite sandstone and con- 
glomerate with a few slaty beds, overlaid by generally salmon or chocolate 
coloured sandstones, and capped by a strong series of thin and thick- 
bedded, very pebbly and gravelly, quartzites or indurated sandstones, which 
weather in the peculiar and picturesque manner characteristic of the pin- 
nacled quartzites of the Karnul series in its typical area. 

^MemoUs, XVIII, 224, (1881). [ ^ Records^ XVIII, 173, (1S85). 

^ Records^ X, 174, (1877). * MevtoirSt XVIIT, 227, (1881). 
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The thickness of the series where best developed in the Dewalmari 
hills and in the western outcrop near Kipra are stated to be— ^ 


3. Kdpra quartzites and conglomerates 
2. Venkatpur salmon and chocolate beds 
1. Encharim quartzites • . • 


Kapra. Oewalman hlllg. 

100 feet. 700 feet. 

200 „ 300 „ 

900 „ 600 „ 


The unconformity of the Sullavais on the Pakhals is indicated by both 
overstep and overlap, yet on the whole there is a remarkable parallelism 
of dip between the two near Sullavai itself. Some sections are, however, 
recorded where the Sullavai sandstones rest almost horizontally on the 
eroded edges of the nearly vertical Pakhal slates and quartzites. 

These Sullavai beds were recognised in the hills near Dewalmari and 
the observation is important, as the sandstone of these hills had already * 
been identified with that of the exposures, regarded as of Vindhyan age, 
east of the Wardhd valley coal-field. According to Dr Blanford these are 
white and purplish quartzite sandstones, breaking with a distinct conchoi- 
dal fracture, and, in the great exposure extending from Chimur to Mul, 
they are associated with a more or less felspathic coarse grit, which 
decomposes into a very soft rock, easily mistaken for Damuda sandstone. 


There is a much wider and more distinct barrier between the great nor- 
thern Vindhyan basin and the Chhatisgarh, or upper Mahanadf area, than 
between the latter and any of the afiiiiated rocks to the south. The ridge of 
gneiss which, to the west, forms the well-raised base of the basaltic plateau 
throughout the districts of Mandla, Seonf, Chhindwdrd, and Betul, and to 
the north-east forms the highlands of Chutid Ndgpur, is interrupted at this 
point and the Gondwdna deposits stretch across from the Son to the 
Mahdnadf valley. The watershed between the Son and the Mahdnadf 
drainage is pretty high, and is occupied by Talchir rocks, probably 
of no great thickness, so that the gneiss most probably forms a rock- 
barrier from east to west, though of course it is open to question when this 
was produced. It may well be of post-Gondwdna age. To the north of this 
barrier of gneiss the Cuddapahs and Karnuls of the south appear to be 
represented by a great series, principally composed of sandstones, long 
known to geologists under the name of Vindhyan. 

The name Vindhyan, one of the oldest introduced by the Geological 
Survey, was used to designate the great sandstone formation of Bundel- 
khand and Malwd, and was adopted from the name currently applied by 

’ ifemoijs, XVI.I, 231, (1881). 1 * W. T. Blanford; MS. report, i 856 . 
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Anglo-Indian geographers to the scarped range along the north side of the 
Narbada valley. The Vindhyan system ranks third in superficial extent 
within the rock-area of the Peninsula, occupying in a single basin a larger 
surface than the combined areas of any other formation except the gneiss 
and the Deccan trap. The form of the basin is peculiar. There is a great 
area, 250 miles long, between Chitor on the west and Sigar on the east, 
and 225 miles broad from Indargarh on the north to B^rvvai (or Mortaka) 
on the south, all presumably occupied by upper Vindhyans, although a 
very large part of it is covered by the trap of the Milwi plateau. From 
Sagar a long arm, with a maximum width of 50 miles, stretches eastwards 
for 340 miles to Sisserim in Behar. Another broader tract extends north- 
wards from Sagar, and passes under the Gangetic alluvium between Agra 
and Gwalior. The gneissic mass of Bundelkhand lies betw^een these pro- 
longations. The exposed surface of the Vindhyan deposits is about 40,000 
square miles and, with the area beneath the trap, the basin would occupy 
about 65,00c. 

Throughout the greater part of their border the Vindhyan sandstones 
are unconformably related to transition or gneissic rocks, but in the 
eastern branch of the aiea in Bundelkhand and the Son valley, and in the 
neighbourhood of Chitor and Jhalra Pitan, they rest, with little or no un- 
conformity, upon deposits of very different character. These lower 
beds were at first noticed under local names in the several areas, but the 
convenience and fitness of having a common name for deposits so nearly 
related w^as soon felt, and the term lower Vindhyan has been used in this 
sense in spite of the very disproportionate importance ot the two divisions 
so established, and a doubt as to whether they are really members of the 
same conformable system. 


On the map prepared for this Manual it has been found necessary to 
make one colour serve for the lower Vindhyans and the Cuddapahs, but as 
the lower Vindhjans, in the sense here used, are confined to the margins 
of the Vindhyan basin, this is not likely to lead to confusion. From S 4 sse- 
rdm, at the extreme east end of the area, the lower Vindhyans are con- 
tinuous at the base of the Kiimur scarp for 240 miles, disappearing at 
the Son-Narbad^ watershed, where the upper Vindhyans sweep across 
into contact wdth the transition rocks. The greatest width of the low^er 
Vindhyans across their outcrop in this their typical area is 16 miles, just 
where the Son enters its main valley from the south. At some points 
on the lower reaches of the river their outcrop is less than tw^o miles 
wide. Some small inliers, appearing through the alluvium in Behar at a 
short distance east and north of the termination of the Vindhyan plateau, are 
most, if not all, of them of lower Vindhyan rocks, which also ciop out 
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from b eneath the upper Vindhyans in some of the valleys on the north side 
of the plateau west of Sisserdm. In this direction, however, the lower Vin- 
dhyans soon disappear and at the lowest level, where the Ganges washes 
the base of the plateau at Chan^r (Chunar), only upper Vindhyans are 
exposed. The concealment of the lower groups is probably only due to 
depression in the main axis of the basin, for the very same rocks appear 
again beneath the Kiimur sandstone as it rises towards the gneisslc mass 
cf Bundelkhand. 

It may be considered certain that the Semri rocks, under the Kdimur 
scarp in south-eastern Bundelkhand, are the same as the lower Vindhyans 
of Son valley, but their appearance on the north is much more irregular in 
every way, a circumstance which is easily accounted for. From Chebu, 
close to the Jumna, they are seen at intervals below the Vindhyan scarp 
tor i6o miles to beyond the Dhasin. The principal exposures are for 20 
miles east of the Dhasdn, and for 12 west of the Ken (Cane). East of the 
latter river the beds are totally concealed for long distances, where the upper 
Vindhyans pass over them on to the gneiss, and the lower formation is 
only visible in the gorges of the principal streams. About Karwi again, 
where the main scarp begins to trend eastwards, oblique to the general 
strike of the basin, the lower Vindhyans are fieely exposed, but at Bhita, 
where the Jumna first touches the rocks of the plateau a few miles above 
Allahibdd, the upper Vindiiyans are at the water level, the position being 
more to the dip of the basin. 

The third of the principal exposures of lower Vindhyans lies in the 
extreme south-west corner of the main outcrop of the s)^stem and extends 
from about 10 miles north of Chitor in a southerly direction to the edge 
of the Deccan trap, whence it turns eastwards and occupies a narrow 
strip, wdth irregular boundaries, extending to about 25 miles south-east of 
Jhalra Pdtan. Besides these three principal exposures there are some 
small outliers of what are believed to be lower Vindhyans resting on the 
disturbed Alwar quartzites on the eastern margin of the ArAvalli region, 
south-w^est of KarauH. 

The classification of the lower Vindhyan beds wants the definiteness 
that is attainable in the upper Vindhyans There are no w^ell-marked zones 
of sub-division, and all the members of the group are not to be found on 
every section, the irregularity being partly due to thinning out and partly 
to a lateral change of mineral character. The w^ant of constancy is more 
conspicuous in the low^er members than in the upper, a direct result of the 
mode of deposition. The first beds formed were deposited on an uneven 
floor of the older rocks, and as the irregularitie? of this became smoothed 
off, and the area of deposition enlarged by gradual subsidence, the con- 
ditions of sedimentation became more uniform and gave rise to more uni- 
form and constant stratrBeatie^ of the succeeding beds. 
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The following sub-divisions have been recognised in the Son valley : 


II. Limestone. ^ 

10 Shales. j Rohtds group. 
9 Limestone. ^ 

8. Shales and sandstone. 

7. Limestone. 

6. Shaly sandstone. 


5. Porcellanic shales. 

4. Trappoid beds, 

3. Porcellanic shales. 

2. Limestone. 

I. Conglomeratic and calcareous sand- 
stone. 


These lithological characters by no means indicate well defined or con- 
stant horizons in the series They are all variable and pass into each other, 
both vertically and horizontally, by interstratification and thinning out, or a 
horizontal replacement of one form of sediment by another. 

The lowest two groups, which, strange to say, appear to be in some 
degree equivalent to each other, are only found in the Son valley, and 
doubtfully in some outliers near Sisserdm. They exhibit great and capri- 
cious variations of thickness, which can only be explained by their having 
been deposited on an uneven surface. The conglomeratic beds vary in 
type from a coarse thick-bedded conglomerate, composed of slightly rolled 
fragments of the underlying older rocks, 6 to 8 inches in diameter, to 
a coarse sandstone, with pebbles of quartz. The limestone No 2 is also 
capricious in its distribution. It is in part a tolerably pure limestone, but 
is for the most part hard and silicious. 

The porcellanic and trappoid beds are almost sufficiently described by 
their name. The porcellanic beds, mostly grey in colour, are very much 
like the beds described under the same name in the Gwalior and Cuddapah 
systems. The other beds interstratified with them were called trappoid 
from their resemblance, in mineral constitution and mode of weathering, 
to traps, but they are in fact composed of the debris of crystalline rocks 
which has undergone a subsequent induration. Their distribution is in 
accordance \\ith their origin, as they are conspicuous where there is an 
abundance of crystalline rock close to the boundary, and absent or very 
slightly developed where slates are the chief rock exposed. 

The divisions Nos. 6, 7, 8 form a sub-group of limestones, shales, and 
sandstones with a band of limestone, thicker and more prominent than the 
others, about its centre. Some of the sandstone is described as lithologi- 
cally similar to that of the Kdimur group, and owing to the dark, often 
black, colour of the shales, they were once mined into in the hope of 
obtaining coal. 

The three uppermost members, Nos, 9, to, ir, form another group 
for which the name Rohtis has been suggested®, derived fiora the ancient 
fort of Rohtdsgarh. Taken together, they are by far the most constant of 
any of the groups of lower Vindhyans in the Son valley. 


^ F. R. Mallet, Memoiis^ VII, 28, (1871). | 


” Manual^ zst ed., p. 78. 
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The beds of No. 6 are described as being almost universally ripple- 
marked in the Mahanadi tributary of the Son, besides which sun-cracks 
and the marks of rain-drops are very common. 

In Biindelkhand the Semri, or lower Vindh3^an, beds were classified by 
Mr. Medlicott as follow^s* : 

5. Tiroh^n limestone. | 3. Dulchipur sandstones. 

4. Pulkoa schists. ' 2. Semri shales and limestone. 

I. Semri sandstone. 

These are not all represented on every section. In the easternmost 
exposures only the Tirohin (Tirhow'an) limestone, and what was believed 
to be a representathe of the Semri sandstone, are seen. The Semri 
shales die out near Sh^hgarh and the Semri sandstone, thinning out about 
the same place, can only be traced to the Dhasin river. Coincident with 
the decline in thickness of these two groups, the Dulchipur sandstones, 
whose most easterly limit is near Chopra, increase in thickness and 
impoitance and come into direct contact with the Semri sandstone by the 
overlap, or thinning out, of the Semri shales. At the western end of the 
exposure of the lower Vindhyans the Dulchipur sandstone is the only mem- 
ber ot the group represented. 

Though none of the sub-divisions of the lower Vindhyans in Bundel- 
khand can be identified with those in the Son valley, the general resem- 
blance in lithological character, and more especially in their relations to 
the upper Vindhyans, is such as to make their identity certain. 

The two uppermost members very circumstantially represent the 
Rohtds group of the Son — the thin, sharply bedded, fine grained limestone 
of very variable composition, both in chemical and mechanical ingredients, 
and the flaky silicious shales between which, even more capriciously than in 
the Son area, occur the most complete vertical and horizontal transitions. 
When the Bundelkhand ground was first described the equivalence of 
these different rocks was not detected, and consequently it was supposed 
that the shales had suffered denudation before the deposition of the lime- 
stone, and the limestone again before the deposition of the Kdimur sand- 
stone, which is found resting directly on both. In one form or the other, as 
shale or limestone, this group is found from end to end of the outcrop, 
being, like the Roht^s group, the only constant member of the series. 

There is one character connected with the limestone in Bundelkhand 
that does not occur in the Son region. It is almost constantly overlaid 
by a silicious breccia, not detrital, but apparently composed of thin 
layers of agate, chert, and jasper, shattered in places either by con- 
cussion or desiccation, and re-cemented by sintery or li) aline silica, free 

* Memoirs II, 6, i860). 
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from sand or other detrital matter. This breccia, which is adherent to 
the limestone and also fills cracks in its upper surface, is connected 
rather with the Tirohdn limestone than with the overlying Kdiinur 
sandstone, which often has at its base a breccia conglomerate very differ- 
ent in character from the Tirohdn breccia. This bed is sometimes 40 
feet thick, as on Panwdri hill, south-east of Tirohan. 

In the middle area, at and west of the Ken, the Semri sandstone and 
the overlying shale and limestone band are well developed. The latter is 
also fairly seen in the gorges of the Ranj and the Boghin, east of Fanner, 
but in the eastern area, about Karnf, the Tirohin (Rchtds) limestone, 
very free from its familiar shales, is with one exception the only member 
of the series. The exception consists of a very peculiar bottom rock 
covering the granitoid gneiss. Where found under the limestone this rock 
might readily be referred to the Tirohdn group, for it often has layers of 
dense, fine limestone just like that rock, and is otherwise cherty, as is 
often the case with the limestone, but it is largely a detrital rock com- 
posed of quartz-sand, felspar- grains, and (characteristically) glauconite. 
Cherty segregation in many forms,— spongy, pisolitic, amygdaloidal or dis- 
seminated, — gives a most peculiar aspect to the bed. This rock is trace- 
able in the hills south-west of Karwu, the most north-westerly of which 
about Akbarpur are altogether of metamorphic rock, and have a pointed 
or rounded outline, the next have a thin cap of Kiimur sandstone, 
but the sedimentary beds thicken steadily to the south-east, and at the 
sacred hill of Chhattarkot the gneiss is only seen at the base on the north- 
west side. At the high elevation of the junction there is only a remnant 
of the cherty contact rock coating the gneiss under the KAimur sandstone, 
but in the Chhattarkot hill the contact rock occurs under the limestone, hold- 
ing its position as a true bottom-rock. At a few places in the eastern area 
the flaggy sandstones of this band are well marked, as in the gullies to 
the south-east of Chhattarkot hill, and they become more developed to the 
west or north of Panna, on Bisrdmganj Ghdt, where they are 50 feet thick. 
In this way they are traceable into relation with the Semri sandstone, in 
which also glauconite grains are of common occurrence. 

This peculiar contact-rock of the east has been more specially noticed 
because of a conjecture that it may possibly be an original nidus of the 
diamond. A common form of it is a semi-vitreous sandstone, or pseudo 
quartzite, of a greenish tinge, the result of the local solidification of 
sandstone by diffused silica. Large pebbles of this rock are very abun- 
dant in the conglomeratic diamond bed of the Rew '4 shales at the Panna 
mines, and it is said they are broken up in the search for diamonds.^ The 
diamond-bearing beds of the upper Vindhyans are now at a much higher 
level than any existing outcrop of the Semri beds, but it is very probable 

^MemoUs, II, 71, (i860). 

n 
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that this peculiar rock once extended over the then elevated surface of the 
gneissic area. 

Both in the Son valley and in Bundelkhand there are indications that 
the present limit of the lower Vindhyans is not very far from that of their 
original extension. The irregularity of the lower groups in the Son valley, 
together with the coarseness of texture of the lowest member of the group, 
show that they were deposited on an uneven floor of deposition. The 
thinning out of the subdivisions, except those forming the Rohtis group, 
east of Bardhi, and the complete absence of Nos. 6 , 7 , and the sandstone of 
No. 8 , are evidently due to this area having escaped the sedimentation, 
which went on elseuhere Another observation of importance is that in 
the outliers to the south the lowest conglomerate is much thicker than 
in the main exposure, indicating an approach to the limits of deposition. 

In Bundelkhand the original limitation of the lower Vindhyans is most 
unmistakeably exhibited by the overlap of the Kdimur group on to the 
gneiss and Bijdwars. This is clearly enough seen on a large-scale geo- 
logical map, where, in all the northern prominences and outliers, the upper 
Vindhyans are in direct contact with the older rocks, while in the deep 
cut valleys draining from the south the lower Vindhyans intervene. It is 
confirmed by the record of sections, where the lower Vindhyans are seen 
to be banked against a sloping surface of Bij4v\ars. 

The lower Vindhyans of Chitor and Jhalra PAtan have not been so 
fully described as those of the other two areas. They consist of shales, 
limestone, and sandstone, the latter often conglomeratic near the base of 
the series and sometimes containing boulders that range up to three feet 
across, but do not appear to contain any of the volcanic or pseudo- 
volcanic beds found in the Son valley. No unconformity with the upper 
Vindhyans, or trace of one, is mentioned as occurring in this area, and the 
beds do not exhibit that degree of compression which is seen further east. 
At their western limit they rest unconformably on the gneiss and trans- 
ition formations, but along the southern margin the boundary is formed 
by the overlying Deccan trap. The lower Vindhyans are here exposed 
in an anticlinal, whose southern half is for the most part concealed, but 
at Jhalra Patan and south of Rampuri there are outliers of the upper 
Vindhyan sandstone, intervening between the lower Vindhyans and the 
edge of the trap.^ 

The justice of classifying these beds with those next to be described in a 
single system is open to question. There is most certainly an unconformity 
between them and the so called upper Vindhyans. This might be inferred 
from the complete overlap of the lower Vitulhyans by the Kdimur group 
But there is better evidence than this in the very different facies of the two, 

^ C A. Hacket, RecoidSf XIV, 291, (1S81). 
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the lower being on the whole argillaceous and calcaieous, and the upper 
arenaceous and argillaceous, and more especially in the sudden and wide 
spread change from the fine grained deposits ot the Robt^s to the coarse 
sandstone of the Kdimur group. Apart from this, the occurrence of debris 
of lower Vindhyan beds lOo feet above the base of the K^imur group 
shows that the lower Vindhyans must have undergone some disturbance 
and been then exposed to denudation. 

Two deceptive features ha^e, however, given grounds for exaggerating 
the importance of the break between the upper and lower Vindhyans- 
Before the equivalence of the upper shale and limestone of the Roht<is 
group had been recognised, it had to be assumed that one or the other 
had been very extensively denuded before the deposition of the K^imur 
beds, an assumption which involved much irregular superposition, although 
none could be detected in actual sections. The other deception more 
important, because it involves the intioduction of disturbance uncon- 
formity, is the apparent contortion of the lower Vindh3ans before the 
Kdimur period. This view rested upon the fact that the lower Vindhyans 
are often found sharply twisted in close proximity to the perfectly undis- 
turbed K^imurs in the Son valley. The upper Vindhyans themselves 
have, no doubt, undergone considerable flexure in this zone, as may be 
seen in the Son area, on the west at Bilheri and on the east at the 
Ghaggar. But these broad undulations were not at first thought sufficient 
to include the frequent flexures seen in the lower rocks which, though 
sharp, never seem to carry the beds much out of an average horizon^ 
This opinion bad, however, to give way to the fact of invariable com- 
plete parallelism of the layers of the two formations whenever a contact 
could be observed, even in proximity to those contortions. It is important 
to dwell upon this observation, because some unconformities of this 
class, reported and insisted on elsewhere, rest upon no other evidence 
than that found to be fallacious in this case. It may even be suggested 
that such appearances might possibly be produced independently of cny 
general disturbance of associated thick and thin, or hard or soft, deposits 
merely by pressure from an adjoining elevated mass upon 3rielding un- 
derlying beds, as occurs in the familiar case of the ‘creep’ in coal mines. 

The classification of the stiata composing the upper or true Vindhyans 
is as follows : — ® 


/ Upper 

Bhander (Bundair) .< 

( Lower 


. 13. Sandstone. 

^12. Shales (Sirbu). 
jn. Sandstone, 

^10. Limestone, 

( 9, Shales {Gan urgarh). 

- Memoirs^ II, 56, (i860); VII, 27, (1871). 
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r Upper 

. 8, Sandstone. 


(. Lower 

^ 7 Shales (Jinn) 

• j 6. Sandstone. 

(. 5. Shales (Panna) 

KAimur K^morl) . 

C U pper 

( 4 Sandstone. 

* t 3 Conglomeiate. 

^ Lovier 

, ( 2 Shales ^Bijaigaih). 
^ I. Sandstone. 



The general composition of the Vindhyan rocks is as uniform as their 
general arrangement. Although chiefly made up of sandstones, which are 
the coarser type of detrital deposits, the fineness of the rock throughout 
the formation is remarkable* With the exception of the K^imur conglo- 
merate, which is constantly present as a bottom bed all round the bound- 
ary in Bundelkhand, pebble beds are of rare occurrence. The Kdimur 
conglomerate is everywhere conspicuous through the prominence in it of 
bright red Jasper pebbles, presumably derived from the jasper bands so 
abundant in the Gwalior formation. Where the Vindhyans rest upon the 
Gwalior beds, the rock is rather a breccia than a conglomerate, the 
included fragments being quite angular. The amount of this debris 
throughout such a length of outcrop, to such a distance from the nearest 
known area of Gwalior deposits, suggests the extensive removal of these 
peculiar rocks from the position now occupied by the gneiss. 

There are general characteristics peculiar to each of the great sand- 
stones. The K^imur rock is fine giained, greyish, yellowish or reddish 
white, sometimes speckled brown. False bedding is frequent and massive 
beds are abundant, but on the whole the bedding is of moderate thickness, 
sometimes flaggy and shaly. The Rew’^ sandstone is somewhat coarser, 
and generally presents a mixture of massive strata and false-bedded flags. 
The Bhander sandstone is softer than that of the low^er bands, very fine 
grained and generally distinguishable as of deep red with white specks, 
or of pale tints wdth or without red streaks. The beds are generally 
thinner, and not more than 6 to i8 inches in thickness, but massive 
beds also occur, as is exemplified by the great monoliths cut from the 
quarries at Rupbis near Bhartpur. Ripple marking is common through- 
out the greater part of the Vindhyans, and occurs in great profusion and 
variety in the upper Bhanders. 

The different shale bands of the upper Vindhyans do not present any 
constant distinctive characters. Thin, sharply bedded, flaggy, silicious or 
sandy, sometimes micaceous shales, of greenish and rusty tints, form the 
prevailing type throughout. Purely argillaceous shales are rare. 

In the main Vindhyan basin diam'onds are only known to occur in the 
upper Vindhyans. Here, as elsewhere, the great majority of the diggings 
are alluvial, but the principal workings, upon w'hich most labour is 
spent, are in a bed at the very base of the Rewd shales. Notwithstanding 
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the immense range of this group, it is only known to be productive 
within a small area of the Panna state, on the borders of the Bundelkhand 
gneiss, and the surface diggings are confined to the same neighbourhood. 
Here again, as already noticed of the Banaganpalli mines in Southern 
India, the diamond layer is conglomeratic and the inference would seem 
to be that the diamond occurs as a pebble with the others. The obser- 
vation recorded^ that a particular kind of those pebbles at the Panna 
mines is broken up and searched for diamonds, and that these particular 
pebbles are derived from a peculiar bottom bed of the lower Viiidhyan 
series, would of course point to this latter rock as the original nidus of 
the gem. But the observation in question needs confirmation. 

The search for diamonds in Panna is not, however, confined to posi- 
tions in which the gems could be derived from any existing outcrop of the 
Rewd shales. There are numerous pits (all apparently surface diggings) 
in the gorges and on the slope of the upper Rewi sandstone south of 
Panna, and at a much higher elevation than any present outcrop of the 
bottom shales or of the lower Vindhyans. 

The Bhander limestone is the most variable rock of the series. Some- 
times there is a considerable thickness, as much as 260 feet, of firm stone ; 
elsewhere there is very much less, the carbonate of lime being apparently 
disseminated amongst the calcareous shales associated with the limestone 
and partly taking its place. The limestone is generally earthy and 
compact, of grey, yellow or reddish tints, sometimes purer and either 
compact or crystalline. It was in this rock, at Nagode, that fossils were 
thought to have been found long ago by Captain Franklin ; they were sup- 
posed to be Gryphssa^ and the rock was on this account assigned to the 
lias. It is not known what became of the specimens, and repeated search 
at the same locality has failed to verify the discovery. It is highly 
probable the objects discovered were not organic at all, and quite certain 
that the specific determination of them was fanciful. 

The mutual relation of these sandstones, shales, and limestones is 
most intimate throughout the upper Viiidhyan series. The passage 
upward, from shale into limestone, or into the great bands of sandstone, is 
always more or less gradual, by interstratification, while the change into 
shale at the top of the great sandstone beds is as generally abrupt. Both 
the chief and minor subdivisions are wonderfully persistent over the 
whole of the great basin, all being found in both the eastern and northern 
areas into which the main area is divided by the Deccan trap. The lower 
Bhander and lower Rewi sandstones are very attenuated in certain 
directions, but there is an equivalent increase in the thickness of the 
enclosing shales. In certain positions also the great bands of shales thin 

* Su^ia, p, 97 ; Memoirs^ II, 71, (i860). 
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out altogether, and the main sandstones coalesce. These reciprocal 
variations in the distribution of the coarser and finer deposits have distinct 
relation to position with reference to the border of the area, the shales 
being in force towards the middle of the basin, and being replaced by 
sandstones near the margin, showing that this border is approximately an 
original limit, and that the actual basin corresponds pretty closely with 
the basin of depo^iition. There are local exceptions to this condition, and 
it is in the direction in which these exceptions occur, on the Ardvalli 
side, that the only recognisable distant outliers of the upper Vindhyans 
have been observed. 

A formation so constituted, and for the most part but little affected by 
disturbance, can result in but one form of surface. Accordingly the upper 
Vindtiyan area presents a three-fold plateau, each step formed of one of the 
main groups, with minor plateaux, terraces or ledges corresponding to the 
various subdivisions. The thick sandstones form vertical scarps over a 
tcilus of the underlying shales. There is, moreover, a basin shaped lie of 
the beds, apparently to a great extent original, whereby the surfaces are 
rendered more or less concave, and the edges of the successive scarps of 
sandstones scarcely higher than the outer one, composed of the Kdimur 
rock. From this arrangement it follows that the upper group occupies by 
far the larger part of the area, even the middle step of the plateau, the 
edge of which is determined by the Rewi sandstone, being chiefly occupied 
by the lower Bhander shales. 

Over almost the whole of the area occupied by the upper Vindhyan 
beds they lie little disturbed and almost horizontal, and any violent effects 
of disturbance are restricted to the south-south-east and the north-west 
margins of the basin. Two local exceptions to this rule may be noticed. 
In the Panwari ridge, south of Tirohdn, the Rohtis limestone is capped quite 
horizontally by K^imur sandstone. The hill is more or less detached from 
the main plateau, and in the broken ground intervening, the sandstone is 
found dislocated and dipping in the most irregular fashion, quite inex- 
plicable by any ordinary mode of disturbance. The displacement is p»o- 
bably due to the underground solution and removal of the Rohtis limestone 
and the consequent subsidence of the sandstone. 

The other special instance of disturbance is not local in the same sense 
as the last, as it is probably only a symptom of much more that is con- 
cealed. It has been said that over the wide expanse of Vindhyan rocks 
between Gwalior and Nfmach, the Bhander and Rewabeds lie quite flatly, 
and it has been presumed that to a considerable extent they stretch in this 
manner under the trap of Milw4, Close to Jhalra Pitan, however, at the 
northern edge of the basaltic plateau, a sharp axis disturbance passes from 
the south-east, beneath the trap, to the north-west, throwing up the Vin- 
dhyan strata in an anticlinal flexure, with dips of 70° on each side. Along 
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this steep outcrop the standstone weathers into long narrow ridges. 1 his 
feature gradual!)^ dies out to the north-west. It is a hint that the disturb- 
ance, which so violently affects the Vindhjans of the DhAr forest, extends 
far to the north under the traps of Mdiwa. 

The disturbance of the strata along the south-south-east border of the 
Vindhyan basin, to as tar west as Hoshangdbid, is plainly a recurrence, 
on the same lines, of the compression which had produced the contortion 
and cleavage in the adjoining transition and gneissic rocks. It seems to 
have taken different forms in different parts of the ground. Along the 
whole Sen valley, there is little or no faulting in the zone of disturbance, 
but at the Son-Narbadd watershed one or more faults occur at and close 
to the boundary, the east-north-east strike being remarkably steady 
throughout. Down the Narbadi valley towards Hoshangdbid, the dips in 
the Vindhyans become unsteady. At Hoshangdbdd, and again in the 
Dhar forest^ there is a decided predominance of a north-west, south- 
easterly strike, and as the east-north- east strike remains constant in 
the contiguous transition and metamorphic rocks, it may be inferred that 
the former strike is the later of the two. It is that to which the features of 
the Vindhyans south of Nimach and at Jhalra Pdtan conform. 


The north-western boundary of the Vindhyans is in the main a fault of 
great throw, along which the almost horizontal Bhander sandstone is brought 
into contact wdth the highly disturbed Arivalli beds. Beyond this 
fault there are a few small, but important outliers, composed of the lower 
members of the system. The laigest of these occur south-west of Karauli, 
where a narrow ridge of Alwar quartzites is faulted against undisturbed 
sandstones of upper Vindhyan age on the south-east, and on the north-west 
is overlaid by two alternations of sandstone and limestone, the lower being 
regarded as lower Vindhyan (Rohtds group) and the upper as Kaimur.^ 
The beds have been compressed and are exposed in two narrow synclinals, 
about 20 miles in length, but there are small outliers of the lower beds to 
the south-west of Narioli, as far as the parallel of Ranthambhor. 

From gust north of Bundi, extending almost to Indargarh, a narrow 
strip of Kiimur sandstone rests with little disturbance on the slates imme- 
diately w^est of the great boundary fault. 

The throw of this fault must be at least 5,000 feet, and there is natural- 
ly some difficulty in accounting for a single fault of so great a throw 
having been formed subsequent to the deposition of the Vindhyans, and 
among beds which have undergone so little subsequent disturbance as 
they have. But we will find when treating of the Himdlayas that the 
nature of the boundary between the Vindhyans and the disturbed Arivalli 


® Jieco ^ ds ^ XIV, 288, 
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beds is very similar to what we may infer is the contact between the 
undisturbed deposits of the Indo-Gangetic plain and the disturbed beds of 
the Himalayas. Moreover, along the foot of the Himalayas, there is a strip 
of upper tertiary beds which have been disturbed, but to a less degree than 
the older beds of the range, while the equivalents of these beds are believed 
to occur under the alluvial plain, in perfectly conformable sequence with 
the most recent alluvium. Now, if these suppositions are correct, as is 
almost certainly the case, we can imagine that, after ages of denudation, 
the upper tertiary rocks of the Siwdlik zone will be almost removed, 
and the northern boundary, of what is now known as the Indo-Gangetic 
alluvium, will then exhibit very much the same featuies as the boundary of 
the Vindhyans towards the Ardvalli range now does. The upper beds 
will be in contact with highly disturbed rocks of much more ancient date 
along a great line of fault. Beyond this will be a few outliers composed of 
the lower beds of the series, the Sivviliks of the present classification, and 
to the north of these there will be a broad exposure of the wreck of a 
mountain range. 

In the case of the Himalayas the fault has been gradually formed pari 
passu wdth the deposition of the Indo-Gangetic alluvium, which is contem^ 
poraneous in its origin wdth the principal elevation of the Himalayas and 
formed of the debris of that range. 

It is natural to suppose that the similar structure in the case of the 
Ardvallis indicates a similarity of origin, and that the great Vindhyan 
spread of Central India is formed of deposits which bore the same relation 
to that range as the Indo-Gangetic alluvium does to the Himalayas. 

The suggestion is an important one since it would fix the period of the 
formation of the ArAvalli range, or at any rate of its principal importance, 
as contemporaneous with the deposition of the upper Vindhyan rocks that 
were formed of its debris. It would account for the greater prevalence of 
sandy beds near this margin of the deposit and w’ould place the original 
limit of deposition not very far beyond the present limit of the outcrops. 

Allusion has been made^ to some small outliers, believed to be of Vin- 
dhyan age, which occur on the north and west Bundelkhand gneiss, 
T hey differ much in character, and their peculiarities of composition may 
help to explain their apparently anomalous position. Although the gneiss 
leaches high up under the scarp of Kaimur conglomerate all round the 
western border of the area which is described as a local edge of deposi- 
tion, these small outliers occur at the level of the low country. If they 
agreed in composition with the rocks of the main area, which are so strik- 
ingly constant in this respect within that area, the fact might be at once 
explained by a subsequent change of level, but such is not the case. 

^ p. 29. 
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The most curious of these outliers form a very broken chain running 
to south-south-east from close under the P&v scarp at L^dera (7 miles east 
of Antri) to Uchar on the Sind river. Most of the exposures are quite 
level with the plain, or only to be seen in the beds of streams. In a few 
cases, as at L^dera and Pichor, they form narrow ridges up to 300 feet in 
height. The rock is sandstone of the upper Vindhyan type, and at the 
north end, close to the Pdr scarp, it contains large angular pieces of the 
banded Mor^r shales. Elsewhere it is quite free from coarse debris of any 
kind. From many clear sections it is quite evident that these ribs of sand- 
stone once filled a more or less continuous run of cracks, fissures, chasms, 
or small valleys in the gneiss. On both sides of the Pichor ridge the gneiss 
reaches well up on the sides of the sandstone mass, with vertical surfaces 
of contact. In the low ground, at the point of the ridges, and in the 
small outliers, thin vein-like runs, of 3 feet wide and upwards, of the 
sandstone are well seen, completely let into the gneiss, as it might be 
filling an emptied trap-dyke, the rootlets of the wider chasm above. 
Even in the larger masses no bedding is visible but sometimes, at 
the edge of the mass, planes of pseudo-lamination and even ripple 
marked surfaces occur parallel to the vertical wall of gneiss. The 
lines of ripple were horizontal, and the steep face of the ripple turned 
downwards in every case observed. Some of these features seem to 
necessitate the supposition that the sandstone was let into this position 
by disturbance, but all the other circumstances have suggested the explana- 
tion given. 

At Mahdr^jpur, 10 miles south of Antri and 14 miles east of the Vin- 
dhyan scarp, there is a small group of hills, about three square miles in 
extent, formed of fine sandstone overlying about fifty feet of flaggy shales, 
both of Vindhyan type. The strata are greatly disturbed, but most irre- 
gularly, as if compressed from every side. Although so much broken, the 
rock is quite free from vein quartz, which is also a general character of the 
Vindhyans as compared with the Gwalior strata. 

The small hills of SonSr, 10 miles south-east of Narwar, and of Mohdr 
16 miles farther in the same direction, present the same characters of 
composition and disturbance as at Mahdrijpur. At Mohdr a trace of the 
Kiimur conglomerate occurs in the sandstone above the shales, which 
cover a considerable area round the base of the hill, and may be looked 
upon as lower Kiimur. 

A consideration of all the peculiar circumstances of these outliers 
would seem to suggest that they may represent small local basins of the 
upper Vindhyans. It seems that the process of denudation all round the 
Vindhyan area has been to decompose, and remove the chemically-consti- 
tuted metamorphic rocks which once formed high land around the sedi- 
mentary basins, whether this relation were original or due to subsequent 
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warping of the surface, leaving the softer but undecomposable detrital 
rock to project where once had been depressions of the surface. 

To the west of the AravaHi range there are numerous exposures of 
horiEontal sandstones, mostly hard and usually more or less red in colour, 
with occasional strings of pebbles.^ They are frequently false bedded and 
show ripple marks on the surfaces of the slabs. With these there occur 
exposures of a compact grey cherty limestone which is believed to overlie 
the sandstone, though no actual contact sections have beer, observed. 

Wherever these sandstones rest on older rocks, whether of the Maldni 
series or the tilted beds of the Ardvallis, the relation is one of complete un- 
conformity, usually accompanied by a band of strong conglomerate at the 
junction. On the east of the ArAvallis a similar unconformity is to be 
observed, but the western beds are even more markedly superficial with 
respect to the older rocks, which must already have been disturbed and 
elevated into a mountain range at the time of their formation. 

The outcrops of these beds are scattered over a large area in w^estern 
Rdjputdna, but they are for the most part individually small and surround* 
ed by sandhills and alluvium. It is consequently very difficult to make out 
the true thickness, or even the superposition, of the beds in the different 
exposures, and it is possible that, in the neighbourhood of Pokaran, beds 
which have been coloured as Vindhyan are really much newer. The 
sandstones are darker in colour, somewhat softer, and contain more pebbles 
than near Jodhpur and are distinctly underlaid by a boulder bed consisting 
of a fine matrix through which numerous large blocks, many of which show 
distinct signs of glaciation, are scattered. There is no record of such a 
formation having been observed at the base of the Vindhyans further east 
but a similar glacial boulder bed near Bdp was regarded as Talchir. If the 
two are identical the Pokaran sandstones would belong to the Gondwdna 
system. They differ, however, in type, from any of the sandstones of 
western Rijputdna which can be referred to that period, and the glacial 
beds differ from those of Bip in being interbedded with dioritic trap and 
ash beds, and in the absence of boulders of the supposed Vindhyan 
limestone, which are extremely abundant in the boulder bed of B5p.® 

In degree of induration, lithological character, and relation to the tilted 
beds of the Arivallis, these sandstones and limestones closely resemble the 
Vindhyans to the east, and they are regarded, with a strong show of proba- 
bility, as of that age But, on the hypothesis of the relation between the 
Arivalli range and the upper Vindhyan sandstones which has been pro- 
posed above, there can never have been any continuity between the out- 
crops on either side, and it is incorrect to speak of the Jodhpur beds as 
outliers of the Vindhyan basin. They must have been formed- contempora- 

' Becoris^ XIV, app, (iSSi). I s ^^ords^ XXT, 32, (1888). 
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neously in an independent basin of deposition and the connection between 
the two would be similar to that which subsists between the recent deposits 
north of the Himalayan range and the Indo-Gangetic alluvium. 

The rock systems which have been described in this chapter are remark- 
able as being the source to which all the diamonds found in India — if we 
except the reputed occurrence of diamonds near Simla — can be traced, 
though the actual workings are more commonly in recent stream gravels.^ 
In Southern India the principal source of the diamond is the Banagan- 
palli group of the Karnul series near the town of that name, but they are 
also obtained at other places within, or just outside, the boundary of the 
Cuddapah basin. In the Mahdnadi valley they are found near Sambalpur, 
just outside the boundary of the Cuddapah area, but have not been found 
in situ as yet. The third diamond district of India is near Panna, where 
the original home of the diamond is in the lower part of the upper 
Vindhyan series, though the possibility of its derivation from lower Vindhyan 
beds has been indicated. 

This repeated occurrence of the diamond at, or about, the same geological 
horizon might be held to be coi roborative of the general resemblance, 
which has led the rocks in which it is found to be classed together. But 
the evidence is of small value, for the diamond is in every case derivative, 
and its original source has not yet been found. 

About six years ago it was supposed that an original source of the 
diamond had been discovered in a volcanic neck near Wajra Karur, filled 
w'ith a substance which closely resembled the blue clay of the Kimberley 
diamond fields, A more detailed examination has showm that the Wajra 
Karur rock is the product of decomposition of a basic volcanic rock, not a 
peridotite, like the Kimberley blue clay.® Previous to this the rock had been 
thoroughly prospected for diamonds, but none were found in the matrix 
though diamonds have certainly been found on the surface after rain, and, 
as there are no outliers of Cuddapah or Karnul conglomerates within the 
drainage area, it was supposed that they must have been washed out of 
the decomposed volcanic debris filling the neck.® 

The conclusion is not a necessary one, for the rock filling the neck 
has been more largely removed, being more easily weathered -than the sur- 
rounding gneiss, and the neck now forms a depression in the general 
surface of the country into w^hich the diamonds might have been washed. 
A different origin for the diamond has been suggested by M. Chaper,^ who 
believed that he had obtained diamonds, sapphires, and rubies from the 

^ Details of the known diamond localities will ® Records, XIX, no (1886). 
be found in Vol. Ill of this Manual, pp. i— S, * Sur une pegmatite diamantiffere de rHin- 
and Recoidsj XXII, 39-49 (1889). dostan, Bull, Soc. G§cL de 3rd series, 

P. Lake, Ruoids, XXIII, 72 (1890). XIV, 330, (i88d}; Records, XXII, 39, (1889). 
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debris of a pegmatite vein in the gneiss. He did not, however, find any of 
these gems in their matrix, nor did he apparently himself procure them 
from the debris. The evidence produced is of the slightest and has not 
materially helped forward the solution of the problem of the original 
source of the diamond* 


It remains now to consider briefly the relations of the rock systems 
described in this chapter to each other. In the first edition of this manual 
the Cuddapah system was classed, along with the Gwaliors, among the 
upper transition deposits, but subsequently the rocks of the Goddvari 
valley, which had previously been regarded as Vindhyan were identified 
with the Cuddapahs of Madras, and Mr* Medlicott, abandoning his 
previous opinion, accepted the Cuddapahs as the equivalent of the lower 
Vindhyans.l Adopting this conclusion we have in the southern area 
two unconformable series or systems, of which the uppermost is quite 
unimportant compared with the lower. In the central area much the 
same is the case, but in the northern area the two series are said to be 
nearly conformable and the lower is certainly much less in thickness 
than the upper. The first, and most obvious impulse would be to class 
the lower Vindhyans, the Pakhals, and the Cuddapahs together, as 
an older system, and the upper Vindhyans, the Sullavais, and the KarniSls, 
as a newer. The classification would be to some extent in accordance 
with the lithological resemblances of the rock series, and may be correct 
in the main, but the truth must be less simple than this. 

It is impossible to suppose that the lower Vindhyans of Central India 
can, in any proper sense of the word, be the equivalents of the great 
Cuddapah system, and if the account of the relation between the upper 
and lower Vindhyans given above is correct, it indicates a difference from 
that which subsists, between the Pakhal and Sullavai beds of the GodSvari 
valley, or between the Cuddapahs and Karniils of Madras. If the Karnul 
series represents any portion of the Vindhyan system, whether upper 
or lower, it is difficult to escape the conclusion that the commencement 
of the Cuddapah epoch must date further back than the oldest of the 
typical lower Vindhyan deposits, and may be in part contemporaneous 
with the newest of those described among the transition systems, a supposi- 
tion strengthened by the resemblances which maybe observed between the 
banded jaspers, hornstones, and porcellanic beds of the lower Cuddapahs, 
and the similar rocks of the Gwalior series. The resemblances are, how- 
ever, not such as amount to identity, and it is certainly more convenient 
for purposes of description to class these beds with these newer rather 
than those older than them. 


^ Records, XV, 2, (1882). 
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OLDER PAL.«;OZOIC SYSTEMS OF THE EXTRA-PENINSULAR 

AREA, 


The S=»It-range — Central Himdlayas — Unfosslliferous slates of the outer Himalayas— The 
Jaunsar system— The Deoban limestone— The Baxa aeries— Eastern Tibet and Burma. 


In the last chapter an older palaeozoic age Avas accepted for the less 
disturbed unfossiliferous rocks of the Peninsula, on the ground of the great 
discordance that exists between them and the next succeeding beds^ which 
are known to be of upper palaeozoic age. In the extra-peninsular area we 
have no need to content ourselves with such indirect evidence as this, for 
the presence of older palaeozoic rocks has been proved, in three distinct 
areas, by the discovery of Cambrian and silurian fossils. 

The most important, because most fully studied, of these is the Salt- 
range, where an extensive series of conformable strata, nearly 3,000 feet 


in thickness, is divided into the 
Salt pseudomofph zone 

following groups 

# * « • 

. 45 ® 

feet. 

Magnesian sandstone . 


. 250 


Neobolus beds^ • 

9 9 9% 

• 100 

99 

Purple sandstone • 

9949 

. 450 

99 

Salt marP . 

4994 


99 


The complete sequence is only seen in the eastern part of the range, for 
the series is unconformably overlaid by the succeeding one, and the groups 
are successively thinned out to the west by denudation, as one after the 
other becomes the uppermost to be seen. 

The salt marl consists typically of a fine grained rock, varying from 
dull purple to bright red in colour, composed of very fine grained clayey 


* This differs from that given by Wynne, 
{Memoirs i XIV, 69 ) as the thicker sections of 
liis include part of the overlying carboniferous 
beds. 

* Dr. Waagen {PaL Ind,^ Series xiil, IV, 44) 
bas added, below this, a grey gypsum group 


and a lower purple sandstone. They are only 
seen at one place in the Khisor hills, and 
there does not seem to be sufficient evidence 
for this addition to the series, especially in 
view of the doubts cast on the sedimentary 
origin of the gypsum {inf raj p. iii). 
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matter, mixed with some disseminated gypsum and carbonates of both lime 
and magnesia*^ The marl itself never exhibits the slightest signs of strati- 
fication,® nor are any coarser grains of sediment found mixed with it, but 
it acquires an appearance of stratification from containing beds of gypsum 
and rock salt, a few layers of dolomite, some beds of sandy dolomite in the 
lower part of the series, and near Kheura a six inch band of bituminous 
shale and some irregular patches of an obscure, dioritic-looking, dark purple 
trap, said to be associated with paler purple volcanic ash. 

^ The most interesting and important of these, both as regards thick- 
ness and economic value, are the salt and gypsum deposits. The former 
appears to be somewhat irregularly developed and, except where mining 
operations are carried on, difficult to observe, but it is described as oc« 
curring in regular beds w'hich exhibit distinct lamination. The greatest 
deyelopment is in the Mayo mines at Kheura, where there are over 550 
^eetof salt. Half of this thickness, or 275 feet, is made up of five beds 
of nearly pure salt, which is mined and placed upon the market without 
being refined, the other half, known as kalar^ is too earthy and impure 
to be used in its natural state, and has, consequently, no marketable 
value. 

The impurities of the salt are principally sulphate of lime and chlorides 
of magnesium and calcium. In the Mayo mine a lenticular band, with a 
maximum thickness of 6 feet, has been found, composed of a mixture of 
ylvine (chloride of potassium) and kieserite (sulphate of magnesium, wdth 
one equivalent of water), w'hich also prevailed through a thickness of about 
seven feet below the sylvine band. Glauberite (anhydrous sulphate of soda 
and lime) has also been found, Epsom salts (sulphate of magnesia, with 
seven equivalents of w^ater) commonly crystallises in the passages of the 
mines on the surface of the salt marl and the kalar^ and, as this salt wrould 
result from the absorption of w'ater by kieserite, it appears to indicate 
that the magnesian salt is of common occurrence in the rock. 

Besides being disseminated through the red marl, the gypsum occurs 
abundantly in beds and irregular masses, overlying the salt as a rule, but 
also occurring more doubtfully in lower situations. It is found everywhere 
accompanying the red marl and, at Mari and Kdlabigh on the Indus as well 
as in the Khisor range, contains more or less numerous bipyramidal crys- 
tals of quartz.® Sometimes layers of hard flaggy dolomite are found in 
thick masses of the gypsum and at one or two places numerous large and 
perfect casts of hopper shaped crystals of salt are found in the dolomite 
layers. 

* Memoirs, XIV, 70, (1878). * A. B. Wynne, MemoifSj XIV, 73, (1878) ; 

®C- S. Middlemiss, Records, XXIV, 28, XVII, 239, (1880) ; T. H. Holland, Records, 
1891). XXIV, 231, (1891). 
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Till quite recently there would have been little hesitation in regarding 
this group of beds as sediirentary in their origin, and older than the sand* 
stones which overlie them on most sections. It is true there were alwa3s 
difficulties in the way of this interpretation, among which were the absence 
of stratification in the marl, the enormous masses of sea water whose eva- 
poration would be involved in the formation of the great beds of salt, the 
great age of the beds containing so soluble a mineral and, more especially, 
the fact that much of the gypsum was known to be not fully hydrated, 
and Mr. Middlemiss^ has recently declared himself in favour of 
theory, broached by more than one of the earlier observers, that the 
marl, with its gypsum and salt, is hypogene, and has come into its pre- 
sent position by a process analogous to that of igneous intrusion. 

The arguments in favour of this conclusion are two-fold and derived^ 
firstly, from the abnormal stratigraphical position in which the marl is some- 
times found and, secondly, from the mineralogical character of the marl 
and its peculiarities of structure and included minerals. 

As regards the position of the salt marl, it is ordinarily below the 
purple sandstone and the form of the boundary, imbaying up the deep 
valleys, is such as to suggest that it is in normal infraposition, but, 
according to Mr, Middlemiss, there is no transition between the two 
beds, and in the sections quoted by him there are numerous fragments of 
the sandstone scattered through the upper layer of the marl. Besides this, 
the salt marl is found at higher horizons intruded along the cores of 
flexures and along fold faults. None of these observations are, however, 
of vital importance, as the features might easily be the result of pres- 
sure acting on a soft material like the marl. 

The second argument is derived from the condition of certain included 
fragments of dolomite. These are described as pitted, corroded and honey- 
combed, and showing, in one section at Kavhad, an ultimate passage into 
the red marl. In connexion with this, another section, two miles north 
of Burikhel, must be noticed, w^here the salt marl is immediately 
overlaid by the glacial boulder T^ed forming the base of the upper 
palaeozoic system of the Salt range. The marl here contains numerous 
large aggregates of a hard compact dolomite, whose peripheral portions 
are pitted or honeycombed and the cavities filled by gypsum, only the 
central portions being unaltered. In the boulder bed no trace of the marl 
could be found, whether as included fragments or by a colouration of the 
matrix, and none of the numerous dolomite pebbles, resembling those 
of the central portions of the lumps in the subjacent marl, exhibit any 
pitting or corrosion. From this it was concluded that the corrosion of the 
dolomite in the marl was of later date than the boulder beds. Here the 


^ Records, XXIV, 26, (1891). 
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doubt arises whether the dolomite fragments in the boulder bed might 
not have been derived from the magnesian sandstone group, rather than 
from the dolomite in the marl, unless indeed it is claimed that the marl has 
here replaced the dolomites of the magnesian sandstone group. 

It will be seen that the evidence is not conclusive, but taken as a 
whole it throws a considerable doubt on the hypothesis that the marl 
in its present condition was formed superficially, and this doubt is streng- 
thened by the manner in which inliers occur among the upper tertiary 
sajiidstones, in situations where its presence is difficult to account for, if 
it is of Cambrian age. 

In Kohdt there is another great development of salt which has been 
regarded as of teitiary age, and it would be natural to regard this, with its 
associated gypsum and marl, as the equivalent of that in the Salt range. 
It is said, however, that the Kohdt salt exhibits a difference of colour so 
constant and characteristic that it is always possible to say with certainty 
from w^hich area the salt came. Too much weight must not, consequently, 
be attached to the other resemblances, but it would certainly be strange 
if two separate developments of salt, each on so large a scale, had taken 
place in closely adjoining areas at such wddely different periods as the 
lovs'cr Cambrian and tertiary. 

The discussion of the origin of the salt marl has been helped forward 
greatly by a recent investigation by Mr. Holland,^ who has shown that the 
associated gypsum was certainly formed by the union of water with anhy- 
drite. Not only are the inclusions in the quartz crystals all anhydrite, but 
the matrix proves to be a mixture of anhydrite and gypsum in varying 
proportions according to the degrees of hydration it has undergone. 
Anhydrite could not have been formed at the surface or at a lower temper- 
ature than 125° C. (257® F)*, nor could the quartz crystals in it have been 
exposed to a red heat, as at that temperature they w^ould have been 
attacked by the sulphate of lime. He suggests that the anhydrite is due 
to the action of acid vapours on a pre-existing limestone or dolomite, and 
in this we probably see the true explanation of the marl. It is not a 
hypogene rock intrusive in its present position, nor is it a sedimentary 
rock formed superficially as such with its associated gypsum and salt, but 
is due to the alteration of pre-existing sediments, wdiose exact composition 
is unknown, by the subterraneous action of acid vapours or solutions.^ 

The group next succeeding the salt marl is composed of even-grained 
sandstones, of a dull purple colour, containing carbonates of lime and mag- 
nesia. The lower 50 feet to 100 feet are more argillaceous and may 
indicate a transition to the beds below, but with this exception bands of 

r ^ XXIV, 231, (1891); XXV, 54, I * Hoppe-Seyler Poggendorf. Annalen^ 

(1892), 1 CXXVIl, 161, (1866). 

® Remds^ XXIV, 243, (1891). 
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clay are rare or absent throughout the group. At the upper limit the 
colour of the sandstones becomes paler and some buff bands are seen. 
The sandstones show ripple maiks but rarely, and the only trace of lice 
they contain aie a few, almost equally rate, obscure fucoid markings. 

The purple sandstone group is succeeded abruptly, but confoimably, by 
dark or blackish shales, associated with sandy and calcareous beds 
only some 20 to 100 feet in thickness, but extremely important on account 
of the fossils they have yielded. These have come from two horizons, one 
near the base of the group from a shale band containing Neoboliis^ the 
brachiopod which has given its name to the group, and the other close 
to the top, immediately below the magnesian sandstone. 

The fossils from the lower horizon comprise the following species* . — 


DiscmoUpis granulata* 
Schizopliolis 7 u^osa* 
Neoholus warthtu 


Lakhmina Ungvloides* 

5, sqittuna* 

Lingula kiiirensis. 

, laarthu 
Fene^tella^ sp. 


The fossils collected by Mr. Middlemiss from the higher horizon !ia\e 
not yet been examined, but some fossils collected by Dr. Warth, \\hich 
probably came from the same horizon, include® — 

Conocepkahtes warthi, HyoUthes iioynnei, 

Olenus indicus, „ kussakensis. 

Or this warfhu 


Besides which a trilobite belonging to the genus Olenellus has been found 
by Mr. Middlemiss. 

None of the species from this group have been found in other parts of 
the world as yet, but Conocephalites warthi is said to be very close to 
Solenopleura erzstata from the Paradoxides beds of Sweden. The general 
facies of the fauna, however, leaves no room for doubt that the beds are 
of Cambrian age, and, consequently, the oldest in India whose age can be 
determined with any approach to certaintj. 

The fossiliferous beds are succeeded by the magnesian sandstone 
group, \vhich forms conspicuous scarps along the eastern part of the range. 
It consists of from 10 to 300 feet of hard, light cream coloured or white^ 
dolomitic sandstone or sandy dolomite, associated with which are beds 
of light coloured sardstones, and sometimes oolitic or flaggy bands, 
the latter occasionally coveied with fucoid markings and separated by 
greenish or dark coloured shales. 

The topmost member of the system, as developed in the Salt range, is 
composed of thin bedded and flaggy sandstones, with interbedded shales or 

' PaL Indicuy series xiii, IV, 92, (1891). { * PaU Indica^ series xiii, IV, 104, (1891), 

\ 
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clays, characterised by their bright red colour and by the numerous pseudo- 
morphic casts of salt crystals which cover the bedding surfaces. These 
casts are found indenting the low^er surfaces of the separate flags, and there 
can be no doubt that they are due to salt having crystallised out, by the eva- 
poration of salt \vater, and having then been covered by fresh sediment, 
which, adapting itself to the angularities of the crystals, preserved their 
form in the casts now seen. As might be expected, these beds are unfos- 
siliferous, the only organic remains found being obscure fucoid impressions 
and worm tracks. 


Iti the Central Himalayas of Hundes and Spiti a system of conformable 
strata, of older palaeozoic age, was described by the late Dr. Stoliczka^ as 
the Babeh and Muth series. Mr. Griesbach, as the result of a more extend- 
ed survey, has recently rearranged these beds as follows ® 


Carboniferous 

j8. 

• 1 7. 

Devonian (?) • 

. 6. 

Siulrian 

• it 


1 3- 


1 

Haimanta system 

• \ 


/ 1* 


White quartzite, with limestone. 

Red crinoid limestone. 

Dark coral limestone. 

Flesh-coloured and brown quartzites and shales. 
Coral limestone. 

Red quartz shales and slates. 

Shales and silky phyllites, with a great thickness 
of quartzites. 

Quartzite, generally purple and a great thickness 
of conglomerate. 


The whole of this sequence of rock groups is described as perfectly 
conformable throughout and separated by a slight unconformity from the 
beds above; it will therefore be treated as a single system for descriptive 
purposes. 

The three lowest groups are united by Mr. Griesbach under the name 
of the Haimanta (snow clad), a convenient designation for the great thick- 
ness of beds, intermediate between the Silurian and the gneiss and schists 
which are either entirely unfossiliferous or have only yielded organic 
remains too badly preserved to be identifiable. 

The Haimanta series is divided into three groups, the low’est of which 
is characterised by a great development of conglomerates, composed of 
rolled and subangular fragments, among which quartz and gneiss pre- 
dominate. The matrix is a hard, often deep purple coloured, sometimes 
partially schistose quaitz rock. The junction with the underlying schists 
is said to be transitional and often not determinable with accuracy, but the 
prevalence of coarse conglomerates points to an unconformity and the 
apparent transition may be due to the compression and metamorphisni 
the beds have undergone, 

* Memoirs^ T, 17*24, (1865). 


1 * MemoirSt XXIII, 49^64, (1891). 
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The conglomerate group is overlaid by a great thickness of greenish 
grey phyliites, slates and thicker bedded quartzites, traversed by quartz 
veins, towards the upper part of which reddish brown and pinkish quartz 
shales are intercalated. They are said to resemble, lithologically, the 
Simla slates and contain some very obscure fossil remains which have 
been referred to Bellerophon,^ with some Crinoid stems and casts of 
bivalves. 

The uppermost member of the Haimantas is described as very constant 
and conspicuous and, consequently, very useful horizon in unravelling 

the structure of the hills. It is described as consisting of bright red and 
pink quartz shales passing upwards into greenish grey shales and quartz- 
ites with pink and shaly partings. Some thin bands of deep red lime- 
stone are occasionally found in the lower part of the group. 

The total thickness of the Haimantas is about 3,0 :)0 to 4,000 feet, of 
which from 250 to 500 belong to the upper group. 

The passage from the uppermost Haimanta be Is to the lowest, classed 
as Silurian, is gradual, and the two types of rock are interbedded at the 
junction. The lower Silurian beds, according to Mr. Griesbach, consist at 
the base of dirty coloured greyish pink quartzite, with calcareous partings, 
passing upwards into grey shaly quartzites, alternating with dark blue to 
black coral limestone, — limestone being the prevailing rock of the group. 

The lower beds of Silurian age are comparatively thin, being only about 
300 feet thick, and are succeeded by from 1,000 to 1,200 feet in the 
Niti sections, and much more in Spiti, of dirty pink to flesh coloured quart- 
zites, with greyish green intercalated shales, and some limestone bands in 
the lower part. In Spiti Dr. Scoliezka observed some contemporaneous 
trap in these beds,^ but none was seen in the Hundes sections.® 

The upper Silurian quartzites pass gradually into dark grey or black 
limestone, generally concretionary, showing sections of Corals smd Bt a- 
chiopoda in large numbers, on the w’^eathered surface. These again pass 
gradually into bluish grey and brownish red limestones, containing frag- 
ments of Crinoids. 

The uppermost member of the system is composed of white quartzite, 
ranging from 350 feet to 800 feet in thickness It was classed by Dr. 
Stoliezka with his Muth series of doubtfully silurian age,® but according to 
Mr. Griesbach, it is overlaid in Spiti with partial interstratification, by 
limestones of carboniferous age containing Athyris royssti^ Productus^ 
etc.* 

^ Memoirs, V, 20, (1865). worked out and its relations fully determined, 

* A large number of silurian fossils from there does not appear to be any benefit in print- 
General Strachey's collections were described ing a nominal list of the species that have been 
by Messrs. Salter and Blanford mi S65, and the described. None of the fossils found in Spiti 
collections made by Griesbach, which are by Dr. Stoliezka were specifically determinable, 
still in course of description, will doubtless add ^ Memoirs^, 23» (1865). 
to the number. Until this fauna has been ^ Memoirs, XXIII, 63, (tSpi). 
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On the accompanying map a very large area, in Kashmir and the 
north-Avest Himalayas south-\^est of the snowy range, has been coloured 
as Silurian, although a very considerable, if not the greater, portion of this 
area is probably occupied by post-silurian beds. This course has been 
adopted owing to the impossibility of distinguishing generally between the 
older and younger slates, where all have been equally disturbed and are, 
as a rule, equally unfossiliferous. In Kashmir the whole area mapped by 
Mr. Lydekker as belonging to his Panjil system has been coloured as 
Silurian, though it has since be en shown^ that a consideiable portion of 
this system is probably of upper palaeozoic age, and the same colour has 
been used in the Hazira distiict for that seiies of slates wdth limestones 
and quartzites w'hich are known as the Attock slates. 

The Attock slates, \vhich derive their name from being particularly well 
seen in the hills along the Indus south of Attock, consist of dark coloured 
slates and limestones, some sandstones and trap, both intrusive and inter- 
bedded. Nothing is known of their age except that, in the Siiban moun- 
tain near Abbottab^d, they underlie, with a strongly marked unconformity, 
beds which are older than the tiias.® They must consequently be, in part at 
least, of older palaeozoic age. On the other hand, it is certain that beds ot 
secondary age are folded up amongst them, for limestone containing 
Dicerocai dium has been found east of the road between Kh^npur and 
Haripur, and Ainmomtes east-south east of Haveliyan®; quite lately, too, 
some fossils of decidedly cretaceous appearance were found by Mr. Giies- 
bach in the area mapped as Attock slates. It becomes obvious from this 
that the area coloured as silurian contains both upper palaeozoic and mezo- 
zoic rocks, but, as it is impossible to sepaiate these at present, it has been 
thought best to give one uniform colour on the map to the area occupied 
by the generally unfossiliferous, slaty seiies, except where sufficient in- 
formation is available to justify the separation of a distinct area of post- 
silurian rocks. 

In Kashmir the Panjil system of Mr. Lydekker includes, besides slates 
and associated beds of transition and older palaeozoic age, a great series 
of beds w’hich there is good reason to believe are caiboniferous and permi- 
an. These form the principal portion of the typical sections of the Panj^l 
system, and as they wdll be dealt with further on,^ there remains nothing 
definite to be said of the low^er beds in this place. The Panjdl system 
was regarded as perfectly conformable to the underlying gneisses, but it is 
probable that unconformable breaks exist, which were not recognised in 
the course of a rapid exploration. 

Further to the south-east a system of strata has been distinguished, 

^ XXI, 139, (1888); inf^a^ p 13^, 1 * Records^ XII, 121, (1878). 

* Memoiis, IX, 335, (1872). | 4 j^fra, p. 134. 
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under the name of Jaunsar, which exhibits considerable resemblance to the 
Haimantas and Silurian of the central Himdlajas, "Ihe lowest beds, known 
to belong to this system, are characteiised by the prevalence of purple 
quartzites with intercalated red slaty beds and, low down in them, a 
boulder bed, composed of large fragments of quaitzite, dispersed through 
a fine grained matrix. 

In the upper Pabar valley the quartzites are found lying unconform- 
ably on the gneiss. In eastern Sirmur they appear to be underlaid by a 
great thickness of grey slate with a band about 300 feet thick of grey lime- 
stone, but the true position of these beds has not been established with 
certainty. In the Bangal valley of eastern Sirmur the purple quartzites are 
overlaid by about 200 feet of a dark grey felsitic trap, covered by as much 
more of mixed trap and ashes, which are of subaerial origin In northern 
Jaunsar these are replaced by a great thickness of slaty beds, mixed with 
bedded lava flows and impure volcanic ashes, and a band of limestone, some 
300 feet thick. Above the volcanic beds comes a great thickness of sub- 
schistose slates.^ 

The purple quartzite beds exhibit considerable lithological resemblance 
to those of the Babeh series (Haimanta) and the volcanic beds may w’ell be 
contemporaneous with those of silurian age mentioned by Dr. Stoliczka. 

South of the snowy range the Jaunsar system has not been recognised 
with certainty away from Jaunsar and eastern Sirmur, but, low down in the 
Simla slates, as the beds which underlie the Blaini group in the Simla 
district have been called, there are some purple quartzites which may 
belong to the system, while there can be little doubt that the purple 
quartzites and volcanic breccias described by Mr. Middlemiss in western 
Garhw aP are of the same age. 


The Jaunsar system is unconformably overlaid by a great limestone 
series, which forms, and derives its name from, the peak of Deoban, north 
of Chakrita, It consists of a pale to dark grey limestone, often more 
or less dolomitic, with interbedded grey shales. The limestone is frequently 
mephitic, in places contains numerous cherty concretions, and is occa- 
sionally oolitic."* 

The age of this limestone series is unknown, it appears to be un- 
conformable to the Jaunsar system and is certainly overlaid, with marked 
unconformity, by beds which there is reason to believe are of carboniferous 
or permian age. Outside Jaunsar it has not been identified with certainty, 
but is probably represented by the great limestone formations seen south- 
east of the Chor, in the Sh4Ii mountain, in Kulu, and in Garlnvil and Ku- 
mdun. The conelation, which is based on general lithological resein- 

* Records^ XXI, 131, (1888). I * Records^ XX, 34, (18S7). 

® Records XXI, 133, (i888). 
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blance and relative position in the series, derives great support from the 
discovery, in the limestone of Kulu*, Jaunsar^, and Kumiun®, of curious 
structures, exhibiting considerable resemblance to each other, which may 
be merely concretionary but are quite possibly of organic origin. 

In the eastern Himalayas Mr. Mallet distinguished a series of beds 
named after the hill fort of Baxa,^ composed of variegated slates, 
quartzites and dolomite, the latter being the most prominent member 
of the series and having a thickness of 1,500 feet. The dolomite is 
described® as generally massive with obscure bedding, but frequently shaly 
and passing at times into a dark grey slate. It is saccharoid, light grey, 
rarely white in colour, with nests of more coarsely crystallised calcite and 
drusy cavities, lined with the same mineral, scattered through it. There 
is also a strong band of quartzites and quartz schists, and carbonaceous 
slates have been observed. This series was regarded as younger than the 
Damudas, but, as has already been explained,* it is probable that the section 
was ministerpreted, and it should be looked on as older, probably consi- 
derably older than the Damudas, and consequently of lower palaeozoic 
horizon. 


Further to the east devonian fossils were found by the Abfa6 Des 
Mazures near Gouchou in eastern Tibet,® but no other older palaeozoic 
rocks are known along the eastern frontier till near Mandalay, where 
Dr. Noetling has recently faund a shaly limestone containing Crinoids^ 
Orthoceras and a species of Eckinosphaerites.^ The latter of these alone 
would be sufficient to stamp the beds as Silurian. These older palaeozoic 
beds are no doubt largely developed in the country east of the Irawadi 
valley, but no details have as yet been published. 


» Geol, 3rd dec., V, 357, (if 88). 

* Recot ds^ XXI, 133, (1888). 

* year. As. S.Cf Beng., Ill, 628, (1834). 

* Memoirs, Xl> 33, (1874), 


^ Supraf p. 76. 

® Comptes Rendus, LVIII, 878, (1864). 
^ Recot dsj XXII I, 79, (18^}. 
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CARBONIFEROUS AND TRIASSIC ROCKS OF EXTRA-PENIN- 
SULAR INDIA. 


The Salt range — Central Himalayas — Carbonaceous system of the outer Himalayas— Kashmir 

— Hazdra— Afghanistan — ^Tenasserim— Unfossiliferous slaty series in southern Afghinistdn 

— ^Arakan — Manipur and Ndgd hills. 

The upper palaeozoic rock groups, of peninsular and extra-peninsular 
India alike, bring forcibly before us the impracticability of a rigid ap- 
plication of the European divisions of the geological scale. Almost 
everywhere the palaeozoic rocks pass upwards, without an unconform- 
able break of any importance, into beds of mesozoic age, and it will be 
found convenient to class the upper palaeozoic and trias together in the 
description, as it has been found necessary to do on the map. But with 
this exception the carboniferous and triassic rocks of the two areas pre- 
sent so strong a contrast that it is necessary to treat them separately. In 
the Peninsula they are represented by a great system of subaerially 
formed river deposits known as the Gondw^ina system ; in the extra-penin- 
sular area the rocks of the same age are of marine origin, and as their age 
can be more satisfactorily established, and they form an important link in 
the chain of argument by which the age of the Gondwina sy&tem is 
determined, they wnll stand first for description. 


The Salt range — but now in its western half — is again our typical 
area, where the series is best exposed, most fossiliferous, and has been 
most completely studied. It has there received a considerable amount 
of attention from the Geological Survey, as well as from independent ob- 
servers, and the classification now adopted is more complete than the 
simple division, into speckled sandstone and carboniferous limestone, 
originally adopted by Mr. Wynne.^ The first of these names may, how- 
ever, remain to distinguish one of the principal divisions, and for the 
other the name Productus limestone, proposed by Dr. Waagen, will be 
used, as the term carboniferous is misleading. 


* Memoirs^ XIV, 6 g, (1878). The descrip- 
tion of these rocks is based partly on Mr. 
Wynne’s memoir, and partly on Dr. Waageu’s 


account in PaL InAica^ series xiii, IV, (1890) 
91). The palaeontological data are all taken 
from Dr. Waagen’s account, op. ciL^ Vol I. 
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The oldest member of this system was distingnished by Mr. Wynne as 
the speckled sandstone. It rests unconforniably on the older palaeozoic 
rocks, and is usually, if not invariably, characterised at its base by a boulder 
clay, formed of a fine grained matrix of shale or sandy shale, usually olive- 
green in colour and weathering into acicular fragments, through which are 
scattered blocks of hard rock, ranging to several cubic feet in size, 
almost invariably subangular and frequently show ing faces that have been 
smoothed, polished and striated in the manner characteristic of glacier 
action. These fragments are principally composed of slates, quartzites, 
and crystalline rocks, whose nearest analogues are to be found 750 miles 
to the south, in the syenites and porphyritic felsite of the Maldni series, but 
mixed with them are numerous fragments of the older palaeozoic beds of the 
Salt range, more especially of the magnesian sandstone. The glacial origin 
of these beds is so obvious, and the resemblance to a boulder clay is so 
close, that it is difficult now to understand how there should ever have 
been any doubt regarding its mode of origin, were it not for the difficulty 
of accounting for the presence of glaciers and floating ice at sea level, 
in so low a latitude, at a period when, on a priori grounds, a milder 
climate might have been expected to prevail than at the present day. The 
difficulty is increased by the apparent derivation of the included fragments 
from the south, but it is part of a much larger problem which cannot be fully 
dealt with as yet, and we must be satisfied with accepting the fact of the 
existence of glacial conditions at sea level. 

Many of the glaciated pebbles of this bed show a peculiarity which is 
rare in other glacial boulder clays. Instead of being smoothed and striated 
on one or two surfaces only, they often have a number of flat sui faces meet- 
ing at obtuse angles and each showing a different direction of striation.* 
It is in fact evident that, after one face bad been ground and smoothed, they 
had been slightly shifted so as to offer a fresh surface and, by a repetition 
of this process, many of the pebbles have acquired a facetted appearance, 
as if they had been ground by a lapidary. 

In the trans-Indus extension of the Salt range the boulder beds are under- 
laid by grey shales, in which three species, Hyolithe^ orientalis, H, 

^p. and Cardiomorpha 
indica^ liave been 
found, ^ but east of the 
Indus a more extensive 
and most interestinsf 
fauna has been obtained 
from the beds which im- 
Fig.6.-C<.««W»ar<«,Waagr.,nat.9!ze. mediately overlie the 

(1888). 

^ Pal Imiiea, »jrie3 xlii, IV> 114, (1891), 
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boulder clay. The first indication of this was the discovery by Dr. Warth 
in 1885, of Conularia near Pid, but as his fossils were obtained from trans- 
ported pebbles, their importance in fixing the age of the beds they were 
derived from was disputed. Subsequent research has shown that, though the 
nodules in which they are preserved are certainly transported pebbles, they 
must have been of almost contemporaneous origin with the bed in which they 
are now formed. Moreover, some fossils from a sandstone band above the 
conglomerate indicate a precisely similar homotaxis to those in the pebbles, 
and in discussing the relations of the fauna we may take it as a ^vhole. 

The fossils obtained from the conglomerate band are given in the fol- 
lowing list, where the letter A indicates that the species is also found in 
the marine beds below the coal measures of New South Wales ^ : — 


A. Pleuyoiomarianuda, 

Bucania warihi. 

A. Conularia Icsvigata. 

A. Conularia tenui striata. 

Cl nularia warthi. 

A. Sanguhiolites cf. viitchelli. 

„ Unison i. 

Nurula^ sp. 

PseAdomonotis suhradialis. 

From the associated sandstones 
tained : * — 

A. Bury desina glob osum, 

A. „ elUpticum. 


A. Aviculopecien cf. limc^ormis. 

A. Martiniopsis darutiuii. 

A. Chonetes cracoweusis. 

DiscinOi sp. 

Disci n isa warthi. 

Serpulites undulotus. 

„ warthi. 

„ tuba. 

the following four species were ob- 

I A, Eurydeitna cordaium. 

[ A. M (BO nia gracilis. 


The most noticeable point about this fauna is the very large proportion 
of species, thirteen out of twenty-two, which are identical with forms 
found in the marine carboniferous beds of New South W^ales, a proportion 
which not only shows that the two are approximately contemporaneous in 
origin, but that they must have been deposited in the same great marine 
area, with free communication between the two localities. The Australian 
beds were formerly regarded as equivalent to lower carboniferous of the 
European sequence, but are now considered as upper carboniferous, if not 
homotaxial with the pernio-carboniferous of Europe. 

The number of identical species would of itself be sufficient to place 
the Salt range boulder beds on the same horizon as the marine carboni- 
ferous beds of Australia, and it is a remarkable fact, whose importance 
will appear hereafter, that these same marine carboniferous beds of New 
South Wales have been found to contain large boulders of foreign rock, 
exhibiting distinctly glacial smoothings and striations, imbedded in fine 
grained silt, along with delicate Fenestellse and bivalves whose valves are 
still united in the position in which they lived and died.® 

^Pal. Indiea, series xiii, IV, 60, 145, (1890-91). I ^Pal. Indica, series xiii, IV, 147, (1891). 

^Ruo 7 ds, XIX, 4t, (1880). 
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Australia is not the only place vvhere glacial boulder beds of upper 
paljeozoic age have been found, and we shall have frequent occasion to 
refer to evidences of glacial action and will use such evidence for purposes 
of correlation, when palaeontological evidence is wanting. But as the real 
importance of this horizon is in establishing the homotaxis of the Gond- 
w^na system, the fuller consideration of the recorded observations in 
other countries, and the discussion of the validity of this method of cor- 
relation wall be deferred till that rock system is dealt with,^ 

This group of glacial and fossiliferous beds is overlaid by about 400 
feet of mostly light coloured, reddish or purplish sandstones, un fossi- 
liferous except for some obscure fucoid markings and plant impressions, 
known as the speckled sandstone group.® The sandstones are interbedded 
with some red shaly bands, and lavender coloured and purple argillaceous 
and gypseous bands, which are especially prominent near the top of the 
group. Ripple marks and oblique lamination are frequent, and the 
weathered surfaces of the sandstone is frequently studded with rounded 
knobs due to a local concentration of the calcareous cement. 

Above the speckled sandstone comes a great series of beds which 
have long been known for the wealth of fossil remains they contain, and for 
the presence in them of Ammonites associated with Brachiopods of 
palaeozoic type. The detailed classification of these beds is a matter of 
some difficulty ; the first column of the accompanying tabular statement 
show's that adopted by Dr. Waagen, but if the distribution of the fossil 
remains, as shown in the tabular statement, is examined, it wall be seen 
that this grouping ignores the tw^o most prominent palaeontological breaks, 
that between the Katta and Virgal beds and the still more striking one 
between the Jabi and Chidru beds, nor is it, so far as can be judged 
from the published descriptions, what would be adopted on purely 
lithological grounds. The most important modification required appears 
to be the separation of the topmost, or Chidru, beds from the rest of 
the series, a separation demanded not only by some slight indication of a 
physical break and by the small proportion of species which are found in 
lower groups, but more especially by the complete change in the type 
of the fauna from one marked by the prevalence of Brachiopoda to one in 
which their place has been taken by the Lamellibranchiata. Excluding 
these beds, the other groups fall naturally into three divisions of two 
groups each, as indicated by the brackets on the right hand side, a group- 
ing that will be adopted in the following description. 

The two groups of the lower Productus beds are more distinctly sepa- 
rated than in the overlying divisions. The lower group consists mainly of 

Inf} at chap. VIII. J ® MemoirSt XIV, 90, (1878), 
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soft sandstones, coaly near their base, full of fossils, contrasting in this 
point strongly with the lithologically not very dissimilar beds of the speck- 
led sandstone, in which no fossils have been found. The group becomes more 
calcareous to the west, and in the trans-Indus extension of the Salt range 
is said to consist of limestone. The upper group is not very sharply 
defined from the lower, but is more calcareous ; where normally developed 
it contains many beds of light coloured yellowish or whitish limestones, 
intercalated with marly and sandy beds. 

The first point to notice about the fauna of this group/ w’hose general 
facies is decidedly upper carboniferous, is the entire absence of a single 
species also found in the fossiliferous beds at the base of the speckled 
sandstone, the only species presenting any degree of alliance being Bucania 
kattaensiSj which might be a modified descendant of B, warthi from the 

lower beds. The change is complete, 
and with it disappears all connection 
with the Australian carboniferous fauna, 
to be replaced by a relationship with 
upper carboniferous and permian faunas 
of Europe. Not counting allied species, 
the lower group contains no less than 
'£\g^'j,^Pfdducius senii-reiiculatust Vizxtt Sixteen species identical with forms 
lower productus beds. also in the carboniferous and 

permian of Europe, or in that series of strata, intermediate between the 
two, which the Russian geologists have distinguished under the name of 
permo-carbon iferous. The names and distribution of these species will 
be easiest explained by the tabular statement below : — 








Lower 

carboni- 

ferous. 

Upper 

caiboni- 

ferous. 

Permo- 

carboni- 

ferous. 

Permian. 

Bielasma elongatum 

^ . 




... 

... 

* 

* 

Athyris royssii • 

• • 

• 



* 

* 


* 

Spii iferina a isiata 

. 




... 

* 

* 

* 

SpUifer strtaius , 

• 




* 

... 



„ marzoui . 





... 

* 



„ moosakhailensis • 






* 


„ alatus 






* 

* 

45* 

Matiinia (A, glabra 





* 




Orthis indica • 






* 

* 


„ pecosUi • 

• 




... 



Retictilaria Uneaia 

. . 






‘H’ 


Streptorhynchus pelntgonaius 





•K* 


45* 

Pmducttts lineaiits 

• • 







„ cot a, . 

• • 

• 



• «« 

* 

* 

... 

„ semireticulatzcs : • 

• 



* 

* 

* 

... 

„ spiralis 

• • 

• 




... 

* 


... 


1 Complete lists of the fossi’s will be found in PaL Ind., senes xiii, IV, i6o, 182, (1890-91). 
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From this it \^ill be seen that four of the five species which are found in 
the mountain limestone range up into higher beds, and all of the five found 
as high as the permian are also found in lower beds, while there are four- 
teen species found in upper carboniferous and permo-carboniferous beds, 
seven of wdiich have never as yet been found in nev^er or older beds. 
This fixes the homotaxis of these beds as upper carboniferous, or inter- 
mediate between that and permian, a conclusion in accordance with the 
general aspect of the fauna. 

The upper group of the low’er division only contains four species that 
are found in the permo-carboniferous of the Ural mountains, of which only 
one [Strophalosia horrescens) is not found in the low^er group. It also 
contains tw^o species, Dtelas?na itaitubense^ and Spirifer 7?iarcoui- 'which 
have also been found in South and North America respectively. 

We have here evidence of a great change in the distribution of land 
and water from the time when the lower beds of the speckled sandstone w'ere 
being deposited and the sea stretched continuously from the Salt range 
to New South Wales. The sea no longer flow^ed over eastern Australia, 
where fresh water sandstones and shales with beds of coal were being 
formed, and the barrier which, at an earlier period, shut out the European 
forms of life had been submerged, allowing the western fauna to in- 
vade the Salt range permo-carboniferous sea. 

The same sea appears to have extended eastw’ards into China, for, from 
thin beds of limestone above the coal of Lo Ping, a fauna of upper carbon- 
iferous type has been described, w^hich contains eleven species also found 
in the Salt range. Of these Reticularia lineata^ Martinia glabra^ 
Orthis pecosiif Producius semzrebiculatus^ Strophalosia horrescens^ and 

Richthofenia sinensis^ are found in the low'er 
group of the lower Productus beds, w’hile another 
species, Productus compressus, is found in the 
upper group of the same division. The other 
five species are found only in the middle or 
upper division.^ 

The middle division of the Productus beds 
is the most important in thickness, and the 
most conspicuous owdng to its forming great 
precipices in the western portion of the range. 
It consists principally of compact grey lime- 
stone, frequently dolomitic and full of fossils 
wdiich are usually difficult of extraction, the 

Fig- ^--Section of Richpiofema numerous specimens obtained having been 

laurenctanuj lower and middle , . , r ^ ^ • a.' ^ j.*£i j 

Productus beds. mostly derived from marly beds interstratiiiea 

> PaL Indica, series xiii, IV, 16S, (1891). 
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with the more compact limestone. Corals are common and, in places, 
they are accumulated in great reefs in which no bedding can be traced. 
The lower group of the middle division, which has a thickness of 200 to 
300 feet, so far as can be gathered from the descriptions, is overlaid by from 
10 to 50 feet of marly beds intercalated with thin limestone, vshicb form 
the upper group. Silica, which is always present in varying quantity in 
the lower group, and sometimes forms large flinty concretions, is much 
more prevalent in the upper group, and the fossils are beautifully siiicified, 
especially at Musa Khel, and are generally very numerous. 

The fauna of this division is a very extensive one, comprising 169 dis- 
tinct species, and might eisily be extended by sjstematic collecting,^ Of 
these twenty-two have been found in other parts of Asia and Europe 
whose distribution in time is shown by the following tabular statement ■ 








Carboni- 

ferous. 

Permo c^r 
boni^erous 

Permian. 

Maer ockeil us avellannid es . 




• 




* 

PsevdomonoUs gosfoiihensis . 




• 




* 

Catnerophoiia humbletonensis 

• 

• 


• 


... 

... 

* 

„ supeistes , 

• 

• 


• 


* 

... 

... 

Spii igei ella det hyi . . • 

• 

• 


• 


* 

... 

. 

Aihyiis royssti . • • 

• 





* 

* 

* 

Spitifeitna crisiaia . • 

• 





,, 

* 

* 

Spit if er moosakhatlensis • 

* 





* 

* 

,, 

Oi this cf, indica • . 


• 




... 


... 

P^oductus Itneaius 

• 

• 




* 


... 

„ Cora . • • 

« 

f 




* 

* 

... 

„ humholdti . . 

• 





* 

... 

* 

„ abicki • • 






... 


* 

„ iumidus • 






... 



Maiginiftra iypica 







* 


Fenesfella perelegans , • 






* 


* 

Synocladia vitgulacea • • 


• 






* 

Thammscus dubius 


• 




... 



Acanthocladia anceps • 


• 







SpU 01 bts helix • 

• 

• 


• 


• •• 



Gi initssella columnar is . • 

• 



• 





Stenopora ovaia . • 

• 

_ 


« 

• 

* 

- 



It will be seen from the tabular statement that the fauna is distinctly 
newer in type than that of the lower divisicn, and contains a larger propor- 
tion of exclusively permian forms. It is also marked by the appearance 
of certain species with decidedly mesozoic affinities, namely Nautilus 
peregrinus, and Oxytoma atavum, which are allied to Jurassic species, 
Hemipiychtna inflata has its nearest ally in the trias of Italy. Pecten is 

» A fuU list of fossils will be found in Pal. Indica, series Jtiii, IV, 6 o, 186, 19S (' 89 *)- 















127 


Oliap* VI-] UPPER PRODUCTUS BEDS OF THE SALT RANGE. 

seldom found below the trias, and the genus Oldhamina has its nearest 
relation in the rhsetic Pterophloios. These mesozoic forms preclude us 
from assigning the group to an older date than the permian, but the relation- 
ships are not close or extensive enough to justify assuming a more recent 
date than is indicated by the rest of the fauna. 


The upper Productus beds, whose whole thickness does not exceed loo 
feet, consist of light yellowish sandy dolomite impregnated with silica. 
The fossils are abundant and always silicified, but usually only on the 
inner and outer surfaces of the shell. Rusty coloured ferruginous dolo- 
mites, which are occasionally found in the lower division, are not entirely 
absent from the upper one, but they are very rare. 

There is said to be a somewhat abrupt lithological change from the 
divisions immediately underlying this, but there is no corresponding change 
of the fauna, over one-third of the total number of species being also found 
at a lower horizon. The fauna is a very extensive one, no less than 175 
species having been recorded, and Dr. Waagen has expressed an opinion 
that this number might be doubled by systematic search.^ 

The general facies of the fauna is permian, though only eighteen species 
have been found elsewhere in beds that are believed to be of permian age, 
half in the permian of Europe and half in Armenia. But, mixed with these 
palaeozoic fossils, there are numerous forms w’^hich show more distinctly 
mesozoic affinities than those found in the groups below.* Among these the 
most remarkable are the Ammonitidse represented by Cyclolobus oldhami^ 
Arcestes antiquus, A* priscus, Xenodiscus carbonarius^ X, plicatus^ 
Sagoceras hauertdnum. When these were discovered, some twenty years 
ago,® the finding of well characterised ammonites in beds containing numer- 
ous brachiopoda of palaeozoic types, and believed to be of upper carbonifer- 
ous age or intermediate betw^een that and the permian, was regarded as so 
extraordinary that doubt was cast on the accuracy of the observation. Sub- 
sequent researches have showm that, even if w^e exclude all the species having 
mesozoic affinities, there is nothing in the fauna to warrant us in assigning 
it an older date than the zechstein, or upper permian, of Europe, w'hile the 
presence of the mesozoic forms, and their superposition on distinctly per- 
mian strata, leads us to regard the beds as even newer than this. The presence 
of true ammonites in these beds has consequently become less surprising 
than it was at first, owing on the one hand, to the establishment of the true 
age of the Salt range Ammonitidse as uppermost permian, or even new er, 
and on the other, to the subsequent discovery of Cephalopoda closely 
allied to the Ammonitidse in upper palaeozoic rocks. 

' Full lists will be found in Pal* Indita, I * Pal, Jndica^ series xiii, IV, 213, 223, (iSgi), 
series xiii, IV, 6 o, 210, 221, (1890-91). j * Memoirs^ IX, 351, (*872). 
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The topmost productus beds oC Dr. Waagen, here separated as the 
Chidru group, are only about 15 feet in thickness, composed of soft 
light yellow sandstones, with coaly bands at the base in some of the sec- 
tions. No actual unconformity betwreen these beds and those below has 
been detected, but a considerable interval of time probably intervened 
between the deposition of the two, for only seventeen of the sixty-three 
species are also found in the beds below, and there is a complete change 
in the type of the fauna from one in which the Brachiopoda comprise more 
than half the total number of species and the Lamellibranchiata less than 
one-tenth, to one in which the proportions are almost exactly reversed. The 
fossils are all described as more or less rare, except Margaritina schwa- 
gerl^ which is said to be very common.^ 

The general type of the fauna is distinctly less palaeozoic than 
any of the preceding ones. Only four species Schisiodus rotundatus^ 
Nucula trivialis^ Pseudomonotis radialis^ Athyris sub-expansa^ are 
identical with permian forms of other countries, w^hile of the species 
peculiar to this group twenty-four have palaeozoic affinities, and no less 
than twenty-two are allied to mesozoic forms. So far as the palaeon- 
tological evidence goes we are already well on the way into the secondary 
even if the beds cannot be regarded as lowermost trias in age.* 

The Chidru group closes the conformable sequence of beds containing 
palaeozoic fossils. No unconformity between them and the next overlying 
beds has been established as jet, but one is suggested by a section, 
recorded by Dr. Waagen, in which the mesozoic beds followed immediately 
on the upper Productus beds, with a basal conglomerate but without the 
intervention of the Chidru group.® However this may be there must 
certainly have been a considerable time interval between the two, for not 
a single species bridges the interval and is found both above and below 
the separation of the Chidru group and the ceratitc beds which overlie it. 

The general aspect of the triassic ceratite beds is such that they might 
easily be classed with the Productus beds, the succession varies much as to 
details, but consists generally of a thin limestone with Ceratitesz^. the base, 
succeeded by a thick marly zone which yields readily to weathering, and 
turns a light greenish colour. It is overlaid by grey sandstone, and 
flaggy limestone with many ceratites, passing upwards into grey nodular 
marls capped by hard limestones and calcaieous sandstones. Some of the 
bands of limestone contain glauconite, and beds of conglomerate occasion- 
ally occur. ^ 

Owing to these beds having been at first confounded with the under- 

' A list of species is given in PaL Indica^ I * Pal. Indica^ series xiii, IV, 230, (1B91). 
series xiii, IVi 60, 228, (1890-91). J 3 Pal. Indica^ series xiii, IV, 227, (1891). 

^ Memoirs^ XIV, 96, (1878). 
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lying Productus bedb, and to the later collections not having as yet been 
described, it is impossible to give a list of fossils. Ceratites abound and, 
most, probably, all of the species described by de Koninck^are from 
triassic beds. Besides these, which are the characteristic fos^ils of the group 
species of Orthoceras, Anoplophora^ Cardinia^ Gervilia^ and RhynconeLla 
are found, among which the bivalves predominate. The most remarkable 
form, howevei, is a species of Bellerophon^ a genus not known to o:cur in 
recks of later than palaeozoic age in Europe. 


In the central Himalayas there is no marked unconformable break 
between the lower and upper palaeozoic rock systems, such as is found in 
the Salt range, and the carboniferous follows with perfect conformity on 
the underlying beds. 

The oldest rock group which can be regarded as carboniferous is a 
crinoidal limestone, usually red in colour.^ Mr. Griesbach's collections have 
not yet been examined, but some fossils brought by Mr. Hughes from a white 
crinoid limestone in the Milam pass were ound by Dr* Waagen to 
include : — ^ 


Hemip ty china himalayensis, 
Notothyris e^iculans. 
Athyris royssii. 


Spirifer glaber, 

ProducUts $e7nireiiculaiu$^ 
Lyttonia^ sp* 


The horizon of this tauna is regarded by Dr. Waagen as about that of the 
upper portion of the lower Productus beds. The crinoid limestone is over- 
laid by a series of line grained, hard, white, quartzites, in 1 hick beds with a 
fewshaly partings, Which w’ere originally included by Dr. Stoliezka in his 
Muth series. In Spiti they are, according to Mr. Griesbach overlaid by, and 
partially interstratified with, flaggy dark grey to blue limestones, w^hich 
contain Athyris royssii, and Productus^ sp., marking them as carboniferous 
in age 

In the Sp-ii valley General McMahon has recorded the occurrence, in 
tw'o places, of beds of fine grained slate, through w'hich small rounded 
quartz pebbles are scattered. The similarity of this bed to that of the 
Blaini group, w'hicli w'ill be described further on, as well as its structure, 
are suggestive of the action of floating ice. The exact horizon of the bed 
has not been determined, and it is not certain w'hether it should be classed 
with the group just described, or that w^hich overlies it.** 


The w'hite quartzites, with their overlying limestones, are abruptly over- 
laid by a group of shales. The junction is said to be unconformable, the 

^ Quati. Jotir. Ceol. Soc.^ XIX, ii, (1863). 1 * Reco7ds^ XII, 63, (1879). See also PiCu 9 dSt 

» Metnoi^s, XXIII, 59, (1891). Sttpta p. 114. ‘Si, (iS 88 ). 

^ i\iL Indicot bcricb xiii, iV, 167, (1891). ' 
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unconformity being accepted on the strength of the sudden lithological 
change, and of the shales resting in different sections on different horizons oJ 
the carboniferous strata. These shales, apparently together with part of 
the underlying quartzites, were distinguished by Dr Stoliczka^ as the 
Kuling series and legarded by him as carbonifeious. Mr. Griesbach has 
divided them into a lower portion, composed of dark, generally black, 
somewhat micaceous shales, often carbonaceous, with coaly traces here and 
there, of permian age; and an upper portion of very similar shales, 
difficult to distinguish lithologically, though they are somewhat less earthy 
and micaceous, which he regarded as lower triassic in age. 

Of the fossils fiom the Kuling series, described by Dr Stoliezka, which 
were probably for the most part derived from the lower part of the shales, 
Productus semireticulatus and P n put doni found in the Productus 
beds of the Salt range, the former in the lower, the latter in the middle 
division, but are both rare. Spirifer moosakh^tlensis is found in all three 
divisions, but is abundant only in the middle one 

The shaly beds pass conformably upwards into a great series of lime- 
stones, the Lilang and Pira of Dr, Stoliezka, which have been subdivided 
by Mr Griesbach as follows 


/Uppe 


TRr^s 


•\ 


Lower 


10 Liver coloured limestone with greenish giey\ 
shales m Niti, strong limestones clsewheie ' 
Corhts^ sp 

9 Friable shales and earthy beds in Niti, lime- 
stones and shales in Spiti and Nilang 
Sptrtfer Itlafigenis 

8 Limestone 9p. . • • . 

7 Earthy limestone and shales • . . . 

6 Black limestone, flags and dolomites. Dao- 
nella, sp 

5, Black limestone flags and partings of splintery I 
black shales. ^ 

4, Hard giey concretionary limestone in thick 
beds Ptychties get at dt 
5 Earthy limestone Rhynconella semiplecta* 

2 Limf stones alternating with Postdonomya^ 
shales. ( sp 

1. Dark shales and limestone part- \ Otocevas 

mgs. wandwardf 


uCeuper 


MuschelkaTk. 


Buntsand- 

stein 


Speaking generally, the lower part of the central Himalayan trias may 
be described as a series of very dark, almost black, hard limestones with 
partings of shales, the upper part varies more, being represented by a great 
thickness of friable shales in the Niti and Milam sections, but in Spiti and 
to the east it is a limestone formation. The total thickness of the trias is 
about 4,000 feet in Niti, but probably exceeds that to the east , in Spiti 


^Memotrs, V, 24, (1865) 


I » Memoits, XXIII, 69, (1891). 
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Dr StoHczka estimated the thickness at 1,000 to 2,000 feet. Ilie under- 
lying Productus shales are quite insigniticant in comparison to this, being 
only 150 feet thick. The most noteworthy feature of the Hiii3^Iayc»n 
trias is the abundant cephalopod fauna of the lowest beds, a fauna 
extremely abundant in specimens, though not so extensive as regards 
species, and remarkable for its transitional character betvieen a palaeozoic 


and mesozoic facies. 

In the central Himalayas the trias is succeeded with perfect con- 
formity by a thick series of limestones, formerly 
regarded as rhaetic and liassic, above which 
comes an abrupt lithological change, not known 
to be accompanied by unconformity, at the base of 
the Jurassic series. 

Accoiding to Mr. Griesbach's description the 
combined rhaetic and lias have a thickness oE 
2,500 lo 3,000 feet, of which the lias only com- 
prises 100, and are divided as follows : ^ 



Fig. 9 , — Daonella {Hahbia) 
iommelt, Wissm. ^Trias). 


5. Black shales and dark earthy limestones w ith oolitic structure ; lower lias fossils- 
4. Grey crinoid limestones in irregular thin beds; Terebrafula hornda, Gervtlia 
tnfiatiu 

0. Lithodendron limestone in thick beds. 

2. A great thickness of limestones and dolomities, Megalodon^ sp, 

1. A great thickness of dolomites and flaggy dark limestones with thick-bedded 

dolomites, which pass dow n wards into the upper trias. 

In his original description of the rocks of Spiti, Dr. Stoliezka adopted 
a classification different from the more recent one of Mr. Griesbach for the 
beds above the carboniferous. It is given heie in abstract,*— ^ 


Upper tag ling ilu s),— Daik earthy ordolomitic bituminous limestone; thickness 
nearly 1,000 feet. 

Lower tagling (lower lias or Dark grey, brown or black limestone^ 

often earthy or bituminous, weathering into a rusty brown ; more tl an >,000 feet thick. 

PlRA Limes 1 ones trhcBtic or vpper truxs). — Black, dolomitic, strongly bituminous 
limestones ; 700 feet thick. 

Lilang Series [upper or middle trias ), — Dark limestones, calcareous shales and 
slates; the limestone compact or oolitic and quasi-concretion ary in some of the lower 
beds ; 1,000 to 2,000 feet thick. 


In the preceding pages a brief outline of the published descriptions of 
the newer palaeozoic and older mesozoic rocks of the central Hirndlayats 
has been given. No details have been entered into, nor has any attempt 
been made to clear up the discrepancies which are apparent, as the fossils 
that have been collected in this area are at present being examined and de- 
scribed, and it has already become evident that this examination will result 
in a considerable modification of the correlations adopted up to now. The 
* Memms, XXII I, 73, (1891), 1 * Memoiis, V, pt. 1, (1865). 
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most important results obtained so far, according to the distinguished 
palaeontologists, whose names it would be unjust to couple with conclusions 
so provisional in their character, are, that there is a very strongly marked 
palaeontological break between the silurian and the carboniferous, that in 
the carboniferous beds two successive faunas can be recognised, one allied 
to that of Australia, the other to the Productus fauna of the Salt range, 
and that the beds formerly regarded as rhaetic and lias should be classed 
with the trias, leaving a distinct palaeontological break between the trias 
and jura of the central Himalayas. The publication of these results, which 
it is hoped will not be long delayed, will be a most important addition to our 
knowledge of the stratigraphy of the central Himalayas, and will doubtless 
dear up many of the inconsistencies and uncertainties which now obscure it.* 


The beds which have been just described are found in two great 
basins of disturbance, one of which stretches along the north of Kumdun 
and Garhndl, the other occupies the valleys of the Spiti and Zanskar 
rivers and stretches beyond them to the neighbourhood of Kartse. They 
are found again in the Kashmir valley, but before proceeding to the de- 
scription of the outcrops it will be best to turn to the Simla district. 

The older rock systems of this area have already been described and 
we now come to that which has been named the carbonaceous system.* 
The beds of this system present certain marked peculiarities by which 
they have been recognised with a greater or less degree of certainty over 
a large area south of the snowy range, from the western borders of Nepdl 
to the confines of Kashmir, but it is only in the neighbourhood of Simla 
and the protected hill states that they have been studied in any detail. 

The lowest member of the system appears to be part of what has al- 
ready been referred to under the name of Simla slates.* This name was 
applied to a great series of slates, gritty slates and quartzites, in 
which no break has yet been detected, though it is highly probable that one 
or fnore will be established by detailed survey. Whether any of these 
beds should be classed with the carbonaceous system is open to doubt, 
but the uppermost ones appear to be perfectly conformable with a group 
of beds, which have so marked an individuality that they are of tiie great- 
est importance in unravelling the complicated structure of the hills, 
and in establishing the homotaxis of this system. The characteristic 


^ As these pages were going through the 
press a preliminary note on the Cephalopoda 
of the Himalayan trias by Dr. Mojsisovics has 
been published. The whole range of the Euro- 
pean trias has been definitely recognised, 
and attention is drawn to the cemarkable 


abundance of cephalopoda in the lowest beds, 
where they are poorly represented in Europe 
Site Akad, IViss,, Wien, Cl, pt. i, (1892} ; 
Records^ XXV, 186, (1892). 

8 Records, XXI, 133, (1889). 

® Suprtty p, 117. 
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member of this group, which Mr. Medlicott named Blaini^ after the 
stream of that name, flowing westwards from Solan, is a conglomeratic 
slate, composed of rounded pebbles of quartz, ranging up to the size of 
a hen's egg, or, in other cases, angular and subangular fragments of slate 
and quartzite of all Hzes up to some feet across, which are scattered at 
intervals through a fine grained matrix. It contains numerous fragments of 
the volcanic beds of the Jaunsar system, where exposed in the neighbour- 
hood of their outcrop in the Naira valley in eastern Sirmur, and here even 
the matrix has much the appearance of a volcanic ash,® though as a rule 
there is not the slightest trace of volcanic material either in the matrix or 
in the included fragments. This remarkable rock lias been observed 
from east of Mussooree at intervals to beyond Simla, and is generally, 
though not invariably, accompanied by a band, 20 or 30 feet thick, of thin 
bedded, usually pink, dolomitic limestone, which lies on top of the zone in 
which the beds of conglomeratic slates occur. The agency by w^hich 
blocks of stone w'ere dropped over so large an area into a tranquil sea, 
in w^hich alone the matrix could have been deposited, must have been 
no local one, and the only one that appears at all adequate is that of 
floating ice. No smoothed and striated fragments have been found as yet, 
though one is occasionally met w'ith showing striation resembling those pro- 
duced by glaciers, but the rock has invariably undergone much compres- 
sion and disturbance, at times accompanied by a distortion of the shape of 
the included fragments, which might account either for the obliteration of 
distinctly glaciated surfaces, or for the production of those scratches 
which have been observed. No certain conclusion can, consequently, be 
drawm from the occasional presence, or general absence, of striation, but 
the only alternative hypothesis, that the rock is in fact the volcanic breccia 
which at times it resembles, appears to be excluded by the infrequence of 
volcanic material in it, and the absence of any other associated volcanic 
bedSjW'hile the included fragments are too mumerous to be accounted for by 
the action of floating drift wood. 

The boulder beds are overlaid by a series of shales or slates, charac- 
terised by the greater or less prevalence of carbonaceous matter, which 
were originally described asinfra-Krol®, from the fact that they underlie the 
limestone of the Krol mountain. The name has since been so commonly 
used in the publications of the Geological Survey that, in spite of a certain 
awkwardness, it cannot well be abandoned now. 

The carbonaceous impregnation of these shales is very irregularly dis- 
tributed, being often extremely conspicuous, especially where the rock 

* Memoirs^ III, pt. ii, p. 30. (1864). The name 
was originally spelt BUni, being the spelling 
adopted in the Atlas of India. The spelling in 
the text was subsequently introduced as more 


correct. Seto^ds^ X, 204, (1877), 
* Recoidsj XX, 156, (^887). 

^ III, pt. ii, 29> (1864). 
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has undergone crushing, but at other times wanting, at any rate near the 
surface. Not infrequently the blackest and most carbonaceous beds 
weather almost white by the removal of the carbonaceous element. 
Above these beds there is usually a series of quartzites of very variable 
thickness, varying from about 20 feet in the sections south of the Krol 
mountain to some thousand feet in western Garhwil. They are very 
noticeable at Simla, forming the whole of the Boileauganj hill and the 
lower pait of Jutogh, where they have been called Boileauganj quartzites. 

In western Garhwil, between the Tons and Pdbar rivers these quartzites 
contain fragments of undecomposed felspar, usually subangular but in some 
of the beds large and angular, mixed with quartz, mica and fragments of 
the accesory minerals of the Himalayan gneis&ose granite and gneisses, 
the whole forming a rock which, having become foliated by a subsequent 
slight metamorphism, is sometimes difficult to distinguish at first glance 
from the true gneissose granite * 

The uppermost member of the system is another group of car- 
bonaceous slates, associated with carbonaceous or graphitic limestones*, 
x-ihich pass upw’ards, in western Garhwal, into blue limestones. In the 
Krol mountain the uppermost beds are blue limestones with associated 
shaly bands, mostly grey in colour, though there is one distinct zone of 
red shales, but as no carbonaceous beds are associated with them, and 
as the underlying quartzite exhibits remarkable xariations in thickness, 
it is uncertain whether these limestones of the Krol group are the 
equivalents of those just referred to or belong to a later unconform- 
able system. 

The beds of the carbonaceous system contain^ on most of the sec- 
tions, interbedded basaltic lava flow's and more or less impure volcanic 
ashes, either recognisable as such, or represented by hornblende schists, 
w'here the rocks have become schistose. The range of the volcanic 
beds varies on different sections. Their usual position is in the upper 
band of carbonaceous shales, but they are also found among the quartz- 
ites and in the upper part of the infra-Krol, though they never, so far as 
is known, extend down as far as the Blaini group. 

In Kashmir fossiliferous beds of upper palaeozoic age are underlaid 
by a great slaty series, the whole of which was grouped by Mr. Lydekker 
in his Panjil system^ and regarded as silurian and Cambrian, partly on ac- 
count of its underlying supposed carboniferous beds, partly on account of 
the opinion regarding the age of the Blaini group which was prevalent 
when he wTote. A large part of these slates are doubtless of older palaeo- 

1 Records, XX, 160, (1888). I 2 Records, XX, 148, (iS£S). 

Memoirs, XXlI, 209, (1883). 
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zoic age, but part at least appear to be more properly classed with the 
upper palaeozoics. 

The oldest of the beds with which we are at present concerned is a 
conglomeratic slate, composed of subangular fragments and rounded 
pebbles of slates and quartzites, imbedded in a matrix of fine grained slate. 
The rock is in every way similar to the lilaini group of the Simla area, 
and the same arguments in favour of a glacial origin are applicable in 
both cases. Besides this, the Kashmir boulder bed occupies thesame 
position relative to fossiliferous beds of carboniferous age as the glacial 
boulder clay of the Salt range does relative to the Productus beds, and as 
it is reasonable to suppose that the extreme cold which affected the one 
area must have extended to the other, we may take it as certain that the 
so called Panj^l conglomerate is also of glacial origin. 

Ihe boulder slate is oveilaid by a series of quartzites and black car- 
bonaceous slates, ill the upper portion of which there is an abundance of 
contemporaneous volcanic rock, and above these there are thin bedded, 
light blue and white fossiliferous limestones from which a number of 
fossils have been collected by different observers. The following list, 
quoted on the authority of Mr. Lydekker, includes all those known up to 
now:— ^ 

Cephalopoda— 

OrthoceraSi sp. 

Lamellibranchiata— 

Avicula^ sp. 

AviGulopecUn^ sp. 

Solenopsis, sp. 

Brachiopoda — 

E P. Athyris 
A. E. P. » royssiiB 

CamerophGria^ sp. 

Chonetes (^) ausUniana^ 

A. E. 99 kardrensis var. tibeten- 

sis. 

,, Icevism 
Discina hashmiriensis. 

Orthis, sp. 

E. A. P. Productus cora» 

E. P. ,» costaius. 

E. P. 99 humholdtL 
leevis. 

E. A P* 99 longUpinus. 

E. A. 99 scabriculus. 

E. A. P- 99 semireticulatusn 

E. 99 CO spinulosus. 

E. P. 99 sfriatus. 

Petgia, sp. 

'Mem i>s, XXII, 1589 (18S3). 


Rhynconeila [arusiensis^ 

99 kashmirtenUs. 

E. P. „ pleurodon var. davif 

uxiana, 

Spirifer harttsiensis. 

„ kashmiriensis, 

S, 9, ketlkaviif (S'. Raja), 

A. P. 99 moosakkailensis. 

A. P. 9, siriatus. 

„ vercheru 
„ 'oihiana, 

E A. P. Spiriferina oetoplicata. 

E. A. P. Stroptorhynchus crenistria. 

E. A. Strophomena romhoidalis var. 
analoga, 

Terebratula austeniana. 

E. 99 saeculus. 

POLYZOA— 

P. Fenestella (f) Upida. 

P. „ sykesu 

P. „ megasiomtL 

A. Proior step ora ample. 

E. Vincularia muUangtdaris. 

Crustacea — 

E. Phillips' a (?) seminifora. 
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To these may be added Lyttonia, -whicb, according to Mr. Lydekker, is 
seen on the weathered surface of the limestones.^ 

In the foregoing list the letter E denotes that the species is also found 
in the mountain limestone of Europe, A in the marine carboniferous of 
New South Wales, P in the Productus beds of the Saltrange, S in the 
Kuling series of Spiti. The determinations are all on the authority of 
Dr. Feistmantel, as quoted by Mr. Lydekker. Dr. Waagen, who has 
adopted a narrower definition of a species, finds only two, viz. Athyris 
subtilita, Hall =:SpirtgereUa derbyi, Waag., and Spirifer moosahhailen- 
sis, Dav., identical with Salt range forms * Discina kashmiriensis, Dav., 
is said to be almost identical with D. warthiy Waag., from the beds at the 
base of the speckled sandstone, and Dr. Waagen is inclined to place the Kash- 
mir beds at a horizon intermediate between these and the Productus beds, 
representing in fact part of the unfossiliferous speckled sandstone. The 
number of species identical with, or closely allied to, Australian forms is dis- 
counted by the fact that three-quarters of them are also found in Europe, 
but so far as it goes is more in accordance with Dr. Waagen's correlation 
than with a later date, and we may conclude that the carboniferous fo.ssili- 
ferous beds, of Kashmir are somewhat older than the lower Productus beds 
of the Salt range. 

The carboniferous of Kashmir is overlaid by a series of limestones, 
exposed in synclinal folds of various sizes, at either end and north of the 
valley. They are the equivalents of the triassic limestones of Spiti, 
They are sparingly fossiliferous, and though a considerable number of 
forms have been obtained from them, the only ones specifically identifiable 
are Ammonites {Ptyckitei) gerardi, Megalodon gryphoides, and Spirifer 
stracheyi. Besides these, stems of Crinoids, Orthoceras, doubtful Ceratites 
and Goniatites, and several genera of Gasteropods and Corals, all more 
or less doubtful, have been obtained.® 

It will be seen from the descriptions that there is a great similarity 
between the sections in Kashmir and the Simla area. In both, boulder- 
bearing slates of presumably glacial origin are overlaid by a series of 
slates and quartzites, characterised by a carbonaceous impregnation and by 
the presence of contemporaneous volcanic beds, and in both the uppermost 
member is a limestone. The resemblances are not mere lithological ones, 
between rocks such as have always been in process of formation at every 
period of the earth’s history. They are exhibited by rocks which owe their 
origin to wide reaching causes which have only occasionally acted, and it 
is difficult to resist the conclusion that they are evidence of the contempor- 
aneous origin of the two rock series, and not merely accidental. 

» Records, XVII, 37, (1884). 1 « Memoiis, XXII, 156, (1883), 

s Pal, Indtca^ series xiii, IV, i66, (1891). | 
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The country intermediate between the Simla and Kashmir areas has not 
as yet been examined in any detail, but we know from Colonel McMahon’s 
descriptions that similar carbonaceous beds with associated volcanic 
basaltic traps, underlaid by a conglomeratic slate resembling the Blaini of 
the Simla area, are found in Chamba and near Dalhousie ^ 

These observations serve to link the Kashmir and Simla sections and 
strengthen the conclusion that w^as based on lithological resemblances. It 
has not as yet been corroborated by tne discovery of fossils in the south- 
eastern area, though the rocks are in many places perfectly adapted 
for the preservation of organic remains. Even in Kashmir territory, once 
the drainage area of the valley is left, fossils become rare. As we go south- 
eastwards they become more and more sporadic in their occurrence, and, 
except in one small area in western Garhw^l,^ not a single fossil of older 
date than tertiary has yet been found south of the first snowy range. 

The correlation of the beds of the carbonaceous system has long been a 
stumbling block in the way of our knowledge of Himalayan geology. When 
Dr. Stoliezka visited Spiti in 1864, the rock systems below the Blaini had 
not been identified, and the section along the road through Simla was 
believed to represent pretty fully the sequence of stratified rocks in the 
lower Himalayas. He attempted accordingly to distribute the beds of the 
Simla section over the section seen in Spiti, and suggested that the 
Blaini ^ conglomerate ' was the equivalent of certain conglomerates in 
the Muth series — Haimantas according to the classification adopted in 
this work — and consequently at least as old as Silurian.® It does not 
appear that Dr. Stoliezka offered this correlation as more than a guess, 
to which he probably himself attached small value. It seems certain that 
he did not recognise the peculiar character of the Blaini rock, but regard- 
ed it as an ordinary conglomerate, and he never saw the rock in the Spiti 
river, which is an exact equivalent of the Blaini conglomeratic slate. 
Yet the glamour of his genius has shed an importance over this 
guess which it was never intended to possess, and time after time the 
Blaini group has been unquestioningly referred to as Silurian. The more 
probably correct correlation was pointed out in 1888^ and the evidence, 
then was practically as strong as it now is. It comes as near certainty 
as is possible in the absence of palaeontological evidence, while there is 
really no evidence worthy the name in favour of the older view. Yet such 
is the vitality of error that the older palaeozoic age of the Blaini has been 
accepted without question in one of the latest publications on Himdlayan 
geology, and the very writer who first drew attention to the probability 

^ J?ec 09 ds, XIV, 306, (1881) ; XV, 34 > (1S82); * Memoirs, V, 141, 0 ^ 5 )- 

XVII, 34, (1884). ^ Records, XXI, 142, (1888). 

* See infra, p. 229. 
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of its being carboniferous or permian, is quoted as supporting the view 
which he combated.^ 

The other correlations of Dr. Stoliczka, of the quartzites of Boileauganj 

ith the Kuling, and of the Krol with the Lilang limestone of Spiti, are prob- 
ably correct, and curiously enough an apparent confiimation was published, 
about the same time as his memoir, in Professor Giimbers description^ of a 
specimen from the Schlagintweit collection, said to have been obtained at 
Dharampur near Solan in the Simla district, containing three fossils, 
Lima lineata and Naizca gaillardotiy found also in the Muschelkalk of 
Europe, and a new species, N. simlaensis. Dharampur in the neighbour- 
hood indicated is, however, a well known locality on tertiary rocks, 
and specimen in question must have come from a totally distinct ground, 
probably in Tibet. 

In the Kdgdn and Kishengangd valleys, north-west of Kashmir, there 
are a number of small outcrops of carbonaceous slates, overlaid by white or 
buff crystalline limestone, folded into the gneiss and schists.® They are 
probably representatives of the upper palaeozoic and triassic rocks of Kash- 
miu They have not been closely examined or surveyed, and are mentioned 
here merely as indications of the former extension of these rocks, and as 
occupying a geographical position intermediate between the carbon-trias 
of Kashmir and of the Hazira district of the Punjab. 

At the extreme north-western extremity of the Himalayas, fossi- 
liferous rocks are found south of the snowy ranges in the district of 
Hazira. No fossiliferous beds of carboniferous age have yet been identi- 
fied in this corner of the Punjab, and the only indication of their pre- 
sence, west of the Jehlam and north of the Salt range, is the dis- 
covery, by Mr. Lydekker, of Producius humboldti in a loose block of 
limestone near Hasan Abd^l.^ The age of the rocks underlying the 
triassic group of the Sirban mountain near Abbottdbid is uncertain, but 
they are quite unconformable to the underlying Attock slates, and may be 
carboniferous. They comprise tw’O divisions ; the lower consists of sand- 
stones, shales, and silicious limestones, all red in colour, with an argilla- 
ceous breccia, full of fragments derived from the underlying rocks at its 
base, but the published descriptions are insufficient to determine whether 
this may or may not represent the glacial boulder bed at the base of the 
carboniferous in the Salt range and in Kashmir. The upper division is 
composed of dolomites only, lighter in colour than the lower beds, often 
highly silicious and of considerable thickness. These dolomites are o\er- 

1 Memoirs, XXIII, 54, (1891). 

* Siizungsher, K, Bair. Akad Wiss, Miin- 
chen, i;^5, Bd. n,^p. 364. 


« Memoiis, XXII, 205, (1883). 
^ Manual, ist edition, p. 501. 
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laid by a group of baeniatitic rocks, quartz breccias, sandstones, and shales 
which may belong to the trias.^ 

In western Hazira there is a great series of much contorted rocks to 
which Mr. Wynne has given the name of Taniwal (Tanol),® from the name 
of the district they are found in. They comprise an enormous thickness of 
grey and drab quartzites and quartzose beds, in rapid alternation with dark 
earthy beds, flaggy, shaly or slightly schistose, associated with conglome- 
ratic slates containing pebbles of qu artz and quartzite, ranging up to 
the size of a gooseys egg. In the synclinal folds are thick zones of various 
coloured pseudo-brecciated, silicious, cherty or compact, grey, black and 
buff dolomitic limestones, with w’hich are occasionally associated intensely 
black graphitic and sulphurous shales, or else purple and red sandstones 
and slaty bands. 

These rocks, whose general description accords fairly w'ell with that of 
the carbonaceous system of the Simla region, are regarded as the equi- 
valent of the beds below the trias of the Sirban mountain, chiefly on ac- 
count of their superposition and probable unconformity to the Attock slates; 
and partly because of the occurrence of red and purple slates and quartz- 
ites at the base of each, 

Triassic rocks attain a great development in Hazira, being 1,500 to 
z,ooo feet thick in the Sirban mountain, and some 3,000 to 4,000 feet near 
Khinpur. Owing to the disturbance they have undergone they occupy 
a number of small exposures, too small tobeshowm on the map, in the areas 
coloured as silurian and numraulitic, respectively. In the Sirban mountain 
they consist chiefly of black or dark grey, distinctly bedded, limestone^ 
with thick zones of massive dolomite, some of which contain numerous 
opaque laminae of quartz. Near Abbotlibid, where the series is complete, 
dolomites form the lowest beds, and are follow^ed by thin bedded, fossilifer- 
ous limestones, containing Megalodon^ Dicerocardium^ Chemnitzia^ and 
Gervilia. The dolomites are not ahvays present, and the base of the series 
may be formed by the limestones, which are succeeded by quartzites and 
dolomites of considerable thickness, again overlaid by thin bedded lime- 
stones and slaty shales containing Nerinea, Netitopsis^ Astarte^ Opis^ 
Nucultty Leda^ and Osfrea^ 

The other exposures of triassic rocks in Hazira, w’hile exhibiting some 
variations, do not differ essentially from those of the Sirban mountain, and 
it is not certain how far the differences which have been observed may be 
only due to the obscuring effect of the intense disturbance they have 
undergone.** 


Carboniferous and triassic rocks can be traced along the southern slopes 

1 Memoifs, X, 335, (1872). j « MevMis, IX, 336, (1872). 

® KuoidSf XII, 122, (1879), I * XII, 124, (1879), 
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of the Pir Panjil and Dhdola Dlidr ranges, but no fossils have so far been 
found, except some obscure gasteropods in the Jehlam valley. Tney are of 
the ordinary Kashmir type of quartzites and carbonaceous slates, underlaid 
by the boulder- bearing slates and overlaid by limestones. There are some 
inliers of massive grey limestone in the tertiary area, which are faulted up 
on their south-west side. No fossils have been found in the limestone, 
which is bedded, compact, dark grey to black in colour, resembling the 
limestones of the Himdlayas, and is probably of triassic age or older. They 
have been coloured brown on the map, as that represents their most 
prcbable age, but it must not be left out of sight that they may well belong 
to the older, precarboniferous series of limestones of the Himalayas or 
to a later post-triassic age.^ 

To the north of Kashmir a series of limestones, slates, and quartzites 
are found north of Iskardo (Skardo) in Baltistdn, which are probably triassic 
and carboniferous in age. Further eastward beds belonging to these periods 

are known to occur in the Chang, 
cheng-mo valley and the Kara- 
koram range, only isolated details 
are, however, known, and it is 
impossible to give a connected 
account of them, but they cannot 
be passed over without a notice 
of that remarkable group of fossils, 
allied to the Foraminifera, known 
as Syringosphdsridas^ which are 
found in dark shales, below a lime- 
stone taken to be of triassic age, 
on the northern side of the Kara- 
koram pass. They are small, rounded or oval bodies of about an inch in 
diameter, and had long been known as Karakoram stones. Almost the 
last work of the late Dr. Stoliczka was the coUection of a number of speci- 
mens which were described by the late Professor Duncan* under the 
generic names of Syringosphsera and Stoluzkaria, the former including 
seven, and the latter one species. 



Fig. 10 . — Syrmgosphara verrucosa^ Duncan. 


Marine carboniferous rocks are known to occur in Afghdiiistdn, in 
the Her^t province, in the Hindu Kush,® and north of the Safed Koh, 


^ Records, IX, 53, (1^76)1 Memoirs, XXII, 
202, (1883). 

* Scientific Results of the Second Yarkand 
Mission, Syringosphaeridae, Calcutta, 1879’ 


Records, XXIIT, 80-88, (1890). 

8 C. L. Griesbach, Recoi ds,'XVm, 62, (1885) j 
XIX, 49, 240,(1886), XX, 17, (1887). 
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where they have undergone considerable metamorphism and are pene- 
trated by granite veins. ^ 

According to Dr. Fleming boulders of Productus limestone were found 
by him in the streams which flow eastwards from the Suldirnin range,* 
but subsequent observers have not been able to detect carboniferous rocks 
in this range. 

The marine carboniferous rocks are overlaid, in Herdt and Turkestdn, 
by a series of plant-bearing sandstones with seams of coal, which appears 
also to be represented south of the Safed Koh.* These are lithologically 
and stratigraphically the equivalents of the Gondwdna system of the Indian 
Peninsula, and as such their description will be deferred to a subsequent 
chapter.* 


In Tenasserim the only other region where marine deposits of carboni- 
ferous age are known to exist, there is a great accumulation of pseudo- 
porphjritic sedimentary beds known as the Mergui group,® whose 
principal feature is derived from imbedded fragments of felspar. The 
rock in Its normal form is earthy, but highly indurated, passing into 
slaty masses without the conspicuous felspar fragments on the one hand, 
and on the other into giits and conglomerates. Resting on these 
grits, are dark coloured earthy beds, finely laminated, with hard quartzose 
grits. These rocks cannot be less than 9,000 feet in thickness, and in 
places they must be 11,000 or 12,000 feet. They have only been noticed 
hitherto near Mergui, and nothing is known of their relations. 

The beds of the last group in the Tenasserim valley are succeeded by 
the Maulmain groups of hard sandstones, often in thin and massive layers, 
with thin earthy partings, sometimes in fine laminae, the prevailing colour 


* C.L. Griesbach, Records^ XXV, 71, (1892). 
The statement that “ lower Silurian fossils from 
the Khyber hills were found by Dr. Falconer in 
the gravel of the Cabul river” w^s made by 
Colonel (then Captain) H. H. Godwin-Austen 
in 1866, in a paper which appears to have been 
drawn up from field notes without means of 
access to published information, and no refer- 
ence is supplied to any original authority ; 
Quarts ^oui • Geol. Soc, XXII, 29, (1866}. No 
notice of the discovery of such fossils can be 
found in Falconer’s published writings, and 
the only oiiginal published statement is in a 
footnote to a paper by Captain Vicary, Quaft, 
Jour. Geol.Soc. VII ,45, (1851). Vicary him- 
self obtained “a small SpUifer^ Orihis in abund- 
ance, a Terebraiula and some Polyparia*' 
from limestone boulders in the watercourses 
near Peshawar. In a footnote he adds, “ Dr. 


Falconer obtained specimens of Spirifer^ 
OrihrSf and other palaeozoic forms from these 
mountains several years ago.” Also, in a note 
by Sir R. Murchison, prefixed to Vicary’s paper, 
the discovery of palaeozoic fossils is mentioned. 
Now, it is quite possible that the fossils collected 
by Falconer and Vicary have been examined 
and their age determined, but as this ia not 
stated, some doubt remains whether the fossils 
may not have been carboniferous, as they were 
said to be by Verchere {^our.As, Soc. Beng.^ 
XXXVI, pt. ii, 21, (1867)], the Orthis being 
pel haps Ojihtsina or Sifeptorkynchus creni- 
striuj formerly included in the genus Orihis. 

* Quart. Jour. Geol. Soc. IX, 348, (1853). 

* C. L, Griesbach, j^^roriSjXXV, 79, (1892). 

^ Inf ray p. 196. 

5 T. Oldham, Sel. Rcc. Gout. India^ X, 
3®i (iSsC). 
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is a reddish tint, and some of the layers are calcareous. Some of the 
more soft and earthy beds contain marine fossils Over these sandstones 
occur grey shaly beds, also sometimes calcareous and fossiliferous, with 
occasional beds cf dark sandstone, then come 150 to aoo feet of fine soft 
sandstone, thinly bedded, with grey and pinkish shaly layers intercalated, 
and upon these again, hard thick limestone. The fossils found appeared 
to be of carboniferous age, Spirifer and Productus being the commonest 
forms, but the species have not been determined, and it is rare to obtain 
specimens in a state suitable for identification. 

The thickness of these beds is estimated at about 5,000 feet, exclusive 
of the limestone, which is itself 1,100 feet thick near Maulmain. 

Near Maulmain the limestone is extremely conspicuous, and forms 
large hills and ranges, extending far to the south-south-east up the valley 
of the Attaran and Zamf. The same rock occurs east of the Salwin, but 
does not extend far into Martaban, and is wanting in the Sittaung 
valley. Farther up the Salwfn, however, in Karen-ni, and elsewhere 
beyond the British frontier, large tracts of limestone occur, probably be- 
longing to the carboniferous series. Limestone is said to abound in the 
Mergui archipelago, and may very probably be, ic parts at least, identical 
with that found near Maulmain.^ 


Besides the rocks already described, which can be ascribed to a car- 
boniferous or triassic age with more or less certainty, there are some rocks 
coloured brown on the accompanying map, in south-east Afghduistdn and 
in the hills east of India proper, whose true age is doubtful. 

The first of these areas to be dealt with is in southern Afghlinistdn, 
where some unfossiliferous slates have been coloured on the map as 
carbon-trias. They form the Khwdja Amran range, the hills north of the 
Pishfn valley, and on either side of the upper Zhob valley. They are 
slates and quartzites, whose similarity to the slates of the Simla area 
has more than once been noticed. In the first published description 
they were regarded as a flysch type of the nummulitic shales and lime- 
stones to the east of Quetta.* Subsequently the same observer considered 
that they were more probably lower cretaceous,* but in the absence of fossil 
evidence there is no more ground for this than almost any other corre- 
lation. One thing seems certain, that they are not altered nummulitics, 
for near Spira Raga, on the frontier road to Pishfn, the same beds are 


* Dr. Noetling»s discovery of silmian fossils 
in the similar limestone of th& Shan hil’s 
makes it possible that this limestone is Silu- 


rian not carboniferous, 

* Memoirs, XVIII, 32, (1881). 
® 59, C1885). 
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found within a few miles of typical nummulitics which show all the groups 
characteristic of that series in Baluchistan. ^ 

In this neighbourhood and in the hills bounding the upper Zhob valley 
about Hindubigh, the beds are penetrated by intrusions of serpentinous 
rock, porphyritic with crystals of diallage, precisely resembling the intru- 
sive serpentine of Burma and Manipur. Among the slates a bed con- 
taining subangular fragments, ranging to six feet in diameter, was.observed. 
The bed very much resembles the Blaini boulder bed of the Simla area, 
but no great weight can be attached to a single isolated observation like 
this. It has, however, taken in conjunction wdth the general lithological 
facies, and the resemblance of the serpentine intrusions to those of the 
Arakan hills, been allow’ed to influence the choice of the colour to be 
adopted in the map, and these rocks have been coloured as carbon-trias, 
with a warning note that the age is unknown and may very likely be 
younger than that indicated by the colour. 

There is some independent evidence of the possibility of triassic rocks 
being found in Baluchistdn, for Dr. Cook has recorded the finding of 
Orthoceras near Khel^t. The other fossils found for the most part indi- 
cate a cretaceous horizon and the section as described fits in very well 
with the known cretaceous and tertiary groups of Baluchistcin ; there can 
then be no doubt of its correctness. On this ground it might be natural 
question the identification, but the brief description Dr. Carter gives is 
incompatible with the idea that it was a Baculites or the phragmocone of a 
Belemnite? It is more probable that there is an undetected unconformity, 
and that both the cretaceous and the trias are represented in the section. 

Between the Irawadi valley and the Arakan coast a tract of country 
has been coloured as carbon-trias on the map, with a note against it that 
newer rocks are known to occur and probably form a large portion of the 
area. The beds so mapped compose the Arakan Yoma, a forest clad 
range only traversed by a single road and by a few difficult paths at wide 
intervals, and, in general, absolutely inaccessible, except along the 
tortuous beds of streams. Anything like satisfactory geological surveying 
becomes almost impossible in such a region, unless some well marked 
and prominent beds occur to afford a clue to the stratigraphy, or fossili- 
ferous belts are numerous. In the Arakan range neither is the case, the 
rocks of the main range consist of rather hard sandstones and shales, 
greatly squeezed, contorted, and broken, traversed by numerous small veins 
of quartz, often slaty, and sometimes schistose, but there is a marked, 
deficiency of any conspicuous strata. The few bands of limestone 
which occur are thin, isolated, and as a rule unfossiliferous. The rocks on 

^ R. D. Oldham, MS Report, 1891. It is they appear to be corfimoiis with them, 
not establUhed that these rocks are the same ^ Jour, Bcwlay, Bi, Roy As* Soc. VI, 190? 
as those of the Khw^ja Amrdn range, though (1892). 
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the western, or Arakan, side of the range seem, on the whole, less altered 
than those on the eastern, or Pegu, slope, and unaltered nummulitic 
rocks appear, on both sides throughout a great part of the area, although 
not continuously on the outer spurs. 

The crushed, hardened, and somewhat altered rocks of the Arakan 
Yoma were originally separated by Mr. Theobald from the newer-looking 
nummulitics under the name of axials, and considered as comprising 
the oldest tertiary beds and their immediate predecessors in the series. 
Although there is a well marked difference between the nummulitic beds 
and the axials, there is no distinct break between them. The two pre- 
sent an appearance of conformity, and it is far from clear that some of the 
axials are not merely nummulitic strata, greatly crushed and contorted. 
But subsequent to the preliminary examination of the area, a cretace- 
ous ammonite was found in Arakan, and amongst some rather obscure 
fossils discovered near the former frontier of British and Native Burma, west 
of Thayetmyo, were a few specimens referred by Dr. StoHczka to the 
typically upper triassic Halobia lommeli. It became, therefore, neces- 
sary to distinguish both triassic and cretaceous beds amongst the axial 
rocks of the Arakan range. 

To the former has been referred a series of hard sandstones and 
shales, with grits and conglomerates, and a few bands of impure lime- 
stone, which form the crest of the Arakan range at the old frontier 
of Lower Burma, and extend southward, nearly to the parallel of Prome. 
The only characteristic beds are some white speckled grits, interbedded 
with shales and sandstones, and attaining a thickness of 1,300 feet, in 
the Hlwa (Lohwa) stream, 35 miles west of Thayetmyo ; a band of dark 
blue shale, part of which is calcareous, 33 feet thick below the grits with 
conglomerate ; and some thick bedded shales, passing into massive sandy 
shales vsdth hard nodules interspersed, attaining a thickness of no feet, 
and containing a Cardita and some undetermined Gasteropoda, The 
calcareous conglomerate passes into a rubbly limestone, and appears 
identical with the beds containing the supposed Halobia lommeli. To the 
northward a band of limestone, much thicker and purer than that of the 
Hlwa stream, has been traced in several places. The speckled grits and 
conglomerates are, however, more conspicuous and more ch'iracteristic, 
and it is mainly by means of them that the area of supposed triassic beds 
was mapped. 

The whole thickness of the group appears to be rather less than 6,000 
feet, the characteristic beds just noticed being near, but not at the base of 
the group. To the eastward these beds are in contact with nummulitic 
strata ; to the westward it is believed that cretaceous beds come in, but the 
country is difficult of access, and has not been surveyed. Ihe area occu- 
pied within the limits of Lo^er Burma is elciigately triargular, bioadtst 
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at the frontier, ^hcre it extends for fifteen miles from east to west, and 
terminating in a point to the southward, west-by-north of Prome,^ 


The remainder of the rocks forming the Arakan Yoma, excluding those 
of cretaceous age, are either unfossiliferous or the few organisms which 
have been detected, mostly the indistinct remains of plants and mollusca, 
are insufficient to afford any trusUvoithy indication of age. They have 
been classed by Mr. Theobald as Negrais rocks, the name being derived 
from Cape Negrais, the south-western point of Pegu, and the extreme 
southern termination of the Arakan Yoma. 

The Negrais rocks differ in no important particulars from the beds 
already noticed. They consist principally of hardened and contorted sand- 
stones and shales, intersected throughout by numerous small veins of quartz 
and carbonate of lime. Limestone is not of common occurrence. Where 
seen, it does not generally appear in regular strata, but in huge detached 
blocks imbedded in the shales and sandstones, as if the latter had yielded 
without fracture to the pressure which dislocated the limestone. Conglo- 
merates also occur, sometimes passing into breccias. 

The alteration of these beds is most capricious and irregular. Fre- 
quently for a long distance they are apparently unchanged, except in being 
somewhat hardened ; then they become cherty, slaty, or sub-schistose, 
and cut up by quartz veins. One not uncommon form of alteration is 
exhibited by the rocks affecting a greenish hue, due to the presence of 
chlorite, such rocks being generally much cut up by quartz veins. In a 
few instances, apart from the serpentine intrusions to be mentioned pre- 
sently, irregular dykelike masses of either serpentine or a decomposed 
steatitic rock are found, but this is far from being of frequent occurrence. 
A more common form of alteration, seen along the coast north of Cape 
Negrais, is apparently due to the infiltration of silica in large quantities, 
and is shown by the intense, and often abrupt, alteration of beds of sand- 
stone into cherty masses. 

No satisfactory classification of these the main rocks of the Arakan 
Yoma has been practicable. They must be of great thickness, but the 
stratification is too confused for a clear idea as to the succession of dif- 
ferent strata to be formed, in the absence of any well defined horizon. 
Some of them appear to be a continuation of the Ma-f, or cretaceous group, 
but on the other band it is impossible to draw’ any definite line of 
boundary between the hill rocks and the nummulitics of Pegu. In 


^ It must be remembered that the specimen 
ascribed to Halohia lommeli was a mutilated 
and ill preserved one. Recent investigations, 
conducted while this work ?vas passing through 
the press, and as yet inc'^mplete, have shown 
that the supposed triassic rockb contain 


nummulites, and make it probable that most 
of the rocks of the Arakan Yoma are lower 
tertiary. As the results have not yet been 
fully worked out, the text is allowed to stand 
substantially as originally written. 


L 
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Pegu, away from the base of the hills, comparatively soft, unaltered, fossi- 
liferous beds, belonging to the oldertertiary period, are found, which appear 
to rest upon the hill beds, for, away from the axis of the range, both have 
an eastwardly dip. The two rocks contrast strongly, the nummulitics be- 
ing soft and unchanged, the hill beds hardened, ciushed, and in places 
almost schistose, but it is impossible to fix a precise limit to either. 
The two are never seen in contact, there is jio evidence that they are 
faulted against each other, and there appears to be a belt, often two or three 
miles wide, of rock in an intermediate condition. It appears possible 
that the rocks of the Arakan Yoma comprise representatives, slightly 
alteied, of both cretaceous and nummulitic rocks, but there is no clear 
piDof that these Arakan Yoma beds are identical with the Pegu nummu- 
litics, and it appears best to distinguish the hill rocks by a separate name, 
though it has hitherto proved impossible to draw a line between the 
two. 

From the foregoing description it will be seen that fossils have only 
been found at two places near the northern limit of the coloured area, and 
that there is no certainty as to the extent of the older locks they indi- 
cate. The Negrais group was originally regarded as veiy possibly num- 
mulitic, the lithological difference and greater induration, as compared 
with the undoubted nummulitics of Pegu, being attributed to the dis- 
turbance it had undergone. It is very doubtful, however, whether the 
explanation is sufficient, and in view of the probability of their distinct- 
ness, and of the fact that they are described as exhibiting a greater degree 
of induration than the beds which Avere supposed to be cretaceous, it has 
been considered advisable to adopt the course pursued in the preparation 
of the accompanying map, and colour them the same as the rocks known 
to be of carboniferous and triassic age, appending a Avaniing note that 
their true age is unknown. 


The intrusive serpentine which has already been noticed generally 
occurs as irregular shaped bosses of varying dimensions,* but dykes 
also occur, especially north-west of Prome. The rock is a characteristic 
dark coloured serpentine. It frequently becomes a gabbro, contains 
porphyiitic crystals of bronzite, and is intersected by veins of gold coloured 
chrysotile, or, sometimes, of carbonate of magnesia. Occasionally it ap- 
pears to be replaced by a form of greenstone which may possibly be dis- 
tinct, although the two rocks occur in the same neighbourhood. The hills 
formed of serpentine may be distinguished at a distance by their 
barrenness. They appear to support little except grass and a few bushes, 
while the greenstone hills are covered with luxuriant forest. In all 

* None are sufficiently lar^e to be inarkect on the map issued bereiiHtb. 
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probability the serpentine and greenstone outbursts were originally the 
same or nearly the same, and the former rock has undergone a chemical 
change. 

In the neighbourhood of some of the larger masses of serpentine the 
sandstones and shales are converted into greenstone and chloritic schist, 
but the effect varies, and in some instances the neighbouring rocks appear 
almost unaltered. It is, however, worthy of notice that, except far to the 
northwards, all the outbursts of serpentine appear confined to the Pegu, 
or eastern, side of the range, and that, as has already been stated, the rocks 
on this exhibit, as a rule, more alteration than those on the western 
slopes of Arakan. To the northward, near the northern frontier of Pegu, 
serpentine occurs on the highest hills of the Yoma, and, in one instance 
at least, on the western side, but elsewhere all the outbursts detected 
are not only east of the main range, but near the eastern limit of the hill 
rocks. Not a single intrusion has been detected in the unaltered num- 
mulitic rocks. 

It is unnecessary to describe the distribution of the serpentine masses 
in any detail. They are principally collected in three groups, the most 
northern of which consists of the largest mass known, a horseshoe shaped 
intrusion, some five miles in length, forming the Bidoung hill, nearly due 
west of Thayetmyo. Several masses occur north-north-west of Prome, 
and one of these, forming a long dykelike mass for about five miles 
along the boundary between the nummulitics and the supposed trias, 
appears to alter the triassic rocks, but not the nummulitic beds, although 
the latter are greatly crushed. Probably the difference is owing to the 
eastern boundary being a fault. The third group is west of Henzada, where 
twenty-one distinct and isolated intrusions occur, scattered over a length of 
twenty-six miles from north to south, close to the edge of the unaltered 
nummulitic area. The largest of these masses is about three miles long 
by perhaps half a mile broad, but the majority are less than a mile in 
diameter. Besides the principal groups a few small and unimportant 
outbursts are found isolated here and there, but none are found south 
of the area west of Henzada. 


Further north a series of slates and indurated sandstones, which very 
much resemble the axial beds of Burma, is found in Manipur, They 
occupy the hills surrounding the valley of Manipur, and are penetrated by 
intrusive serpentine of the same type as in Burma. The intrusions, more- 
over, are confined to he neighbourhood of the eastern limit of the hill rocks. 
Our only information regarding the geology of Manipur^ is derived from 


1 Memoirs, XIX, 2I7, (1S83). 
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rapid traverses, where the movLraents of the geologist were determined by 
political considerations, and there is consequently no detailed information 
available. It was believed, however, that two nn conformable, pretertiary, 
rock series were observed, the upper one being composed of red slaty shales 
overlaid by limestones, lithologically identical with those of the Ma-f group 
in Arakan. Some beds of volcanic ash, observed on the slopes of the 
Kachao mountain, were believed to be attributable to this group, but the 
correlation is questionable. 

The rocks seen in Manipur, show some resemblance to those of the 
carbonaceous system of the Simla area, though the disturbance they have 
undergone is less intense. A bed of conglomeratic slate, containing 
rounded boulders of quartzite imbedded in a fine grained matrix, resem- 
bling in structure the conglomeratic slates of the Blaini group, was seen 
on the road between Manipur and Kohima associated with black car- 
bonaceous ^ates. 

Further to the north, in upper Assam, Mr. Mallet distinguished, under 
the name of Disang, a group of shales overlaid by sandstones, which are 
separated by a faulted boundary from the coal measures and overlying 
tertiary rocks lying betw’een them and the alluvial plain of the Brahma- 
putra valley.^ So far as their lithology goes,, they agree fairly well w’ith 
the older rocks of Manipur and the hills, and have been coloured the 
same on the map, though their true age is very uncertain. 


1 JIfevioirSf XII, 286, (1S76}, 
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THE GONDWANA SYSTEM. 


Gondw^na System— Probably of fluviatile origin— Relation to present river valleys— Division 
into groups- Lovi’ER GondwXnas— Takhir group - Karl.arbdrj group- Damuda series- 
Barakar group— Ironstone shales— Rinfganj group -M tur and B jori groups— Kdmthf 
group— Pinchet gtoup— Aimed group— Upper GoydwXn \s— Mah^deva beds-Rdj- 

mahdl series— in the Rajmahdl hills — and on the east coast — Ko^a-Ma’eri group Chiki- 

dla greup— Jabalpur group — Plantbeariug beds of Cutch and Kdthidwdr. 

The Upper palaeozoic and older and middle mesozoic formations of 
other countries are represented in the Indian Peninsula by a great 
system of beds, chiefly composed of sandstones and shales, which, except 
for some exposures along the east coast, appear to have been entirely 
deposited in fresh water, and probably by rivers. Remains of animals 
are very rare in these rocks, and the few which have hitherto been found 
belong to the lower vertebrate classes of reptiles, amphibians, and 
fishes. Plant remains are more common, and evidence of several succes- 
sive floras has been detected. The subdivisions of this great plant 
bearing series have been described under a number of local names, of 
which the oldest, and best known, are Talchir, Damuda^, Mahddeva, and 
Rdjmah^l, but the term Gondwina has now been adopted by the Geological 
Survey for the w’hole system. This term is derived from the old name 
for the countries south of the Narbada valley, which were formerly Gond* 
kingdoms, and now form the Jabalpur, Nagpur, and Chhatisgarh divisions 
of the Central Provinces. In this region of Gondwinathe most complete 
sequence of the formations constituting the present rock system is to be 
found. 

'Taken as a whole, the Gondwina system has a wide extension in the 
Indian Peninsula, but in extra-penin'^ular India, its representatives have 
hitherto only been detected in north-western Afghinistin and along 
the base of the eastern Himalayas in Sikkim, Bhutan, and the Aki and 


^ More correctly TAlcher and Ddmodar, but 
the spelling in the text has been so universally 
used that it is retained when the names are 
used in their acquired geological sense. The 
more modern and correct spelling is adopted 
when they are used geographically. 


^ For the information of non-Indian readers 
it may be well to add that the Gond is one of 
the principal Dravidian, or so called aborigi- 
nal, tribes, who are believed to have inhabited 
the country before the advent of the Aryan 
Hindu rate. 
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Daphld hiils.^ Representatives of the highest Gondw4na groups are found 
in Cutch, resting upon marine jurassic rocks and capped by neocomian 
beds; some rocks containing plant remains, which underlie jurassic 
limestones in the desert between the Indus and the Ardvallis, closely 
resemble portions of the GondwAna series in lithological characters, 
while representatives of beds high in the Gond\Yina series, in this case 
frequently containing marine fossils, extend down the east coast. But, 
with these exceptions, no representatives of the system are found in the 
Peninsula north of the valleys of the NarbadA*^ and Son, nor south-west 
of a line drawn from the sea at Masuli patam through Kamamet and 
Warangal, north-east of HaidarAbAd, till it enters the trap area near 
Nirmal. The main areas of Gondw^na rocks are in the RijmahAl hills 
and Dimodar valley in Bengal, the Tributary MahAIs of Orissa, Chhatfs- 
garh, Chutii NAgpur, the upper Son valley, the SAtpura range south of 
the Narbadd valley, and the Goddvari basin. 

It has already been mentioned that, with the few exceptions noted, the 
whole of the Gondwaiia series is believed to consist of strata deposited in 
fresh water, and the only question which arises is whether the beds are 
lacustrine or fluviatile. The coarseness of the rocks in general, the pre- 
valence of sandstones, and the frequent occurrence of bands of conglo- 
merate, render it improbable that these strata are of lacustrine origin, while 
the absence of mollusca almost throughout is, on the whole, rather more 
consistent with river than lake deposits, although it is difficult to account 
for on either hypothesis. The few fish and reptiles which occur might have 
inhabited either lakes or rivers, and the Estheriss^ which are common in 
several subdivisions of the series, might either have lived in lakes or in 
the great pools and marshes which often occupy so large an area in broad 
river valleys. The plants might have been preserved amongst either 
lacustrine or fluviatile deposits, except that it is difficult to conceive the 
formation of beds of coal at the bottom of lakes. It is more probable that 
the coal originated in marshy forests, such as frequently occur in the valley 
plains of rivers. The physical characters of the strata, the frequent alter- 
nation of coarse and fine beds, the frequency of current marking on the 
liner shales and of oblique lami nation, due to deposition by a current, in 
the coarser sandstones, and the circumstance' of the upper portions of a 
bed, such as a coal seam, being locally worn and denuded when a coarse 

^ Mallet, Memoirs^ Vol. XI, 14, (1874) ; probable, it has not been confirmed by the 
Godwin- Austen, ^our. Asm Soc. Beng,, XLIV, discovery of fossils, 
pt. ii, 37 » (*875); La Touche, Records, * Outcrops have been found north of the river 

XVIII, 121, (1885). Perhaps the occurrence of a Narbadfi westward of Hoshangdbdd, but far 
representative of the RAjmahdl stratified traps south of the watershed. The Narbadd, above 
on the flanks of the Khdsi hills might be the neighbourhood of Jabalpur, runs south of 
quoted as another instance, but though the the general line of division, and Gondwdna 
identification of the two sets of beds is highly rocks occur north of the river. 
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sandstone is deposited upon it, a phenomenon of frequent occurrence, 
are quite consistent with the theory of deposition in a river valley, but op- 
posed to the conception of lacustrine origin. A river constantly changes its 
course, and deposits coarse sediment near its channel and finer materials 
from the overflow of its flood waters, the area within which each form or 
sediment is deposited varying frequentlj'. In a lake the coarse deposits 
must be limited to the margin, and finer sediment accumulates away from 
the shore, where there is no current to sweep away the surface of a re- 
cently deposited coal or shale bed, and to throw down coarse sand in its 
place. On the whole, the evidence is decidedly in favour of a fluviatile 
origin for the Gondwina rocks, and it is probable that they were deposited 
in a great river valley, or series of river valleys, not unlike those which form 
the Indo-Gangetic plains at the present day. There is a possible excep- 
tion in the lowest beds of the series, the fine silts which form the base- 
ment beds of the Talchir group. These may be of lacustrine origin, but 
there is no clear proof that they are, and their remarkably persistent char- 
acter throughout an immense tract of country is rather opposed to the 
idea of their having been formed in a lake or a series of lakes. 


Concerning the relations of this great series to the older and newer 
formations in India but little can be said. No older fossiliferous deposits 
are known in the area to which the Gondviina rocks are restricted, and 
wherever these rest upon any older formation, there is complete uncon- 
formity between the two. The areas in which the upper Vindhyan and 
Gondwina systems are exposed being distinct from each other, the latter 
have nowhere been found in contact with the former, which are the 
next series in descending order, but pebbles of upper Vindhyan rocks are 
occasionally found in Gondwina rocks.^ Ihe Talchir and Damuda forma- 
tions in the country south of Ndgpur, on the Godivari below Sironchi, and 
in the MahAnadi valley near Sambalpur, occasionally rest unconformably 
upon strata believed to belong to the Cuddapah or lower Vindhyan series/ 
but in general the Gondwina beds are found to have been deposited upon 
metamorphic rocks. 

On tiie other hand, the rocks of the Gondwina series are but rarely 
covered at all by a higher formation, except where the Deccan traps 
and their associated infratrappean formation, the Lameti group^ rest 
unconformably upon the various subdivisions of the Gondwina series, from 
the lowest to the highest, in the Narbadi valley and the Nagpur country. 
There are, however, localities in India in which sedimentary formations of 
cretaceous age rest upon upper Gondwina beds. The first of these is in 

1 ManuaJ, ist ed., 205; Memohs^ IX, 304, 1 ® Supra, p. 91. 

1872.) * 
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Cutch, where the Umia group, containing some fossil plants, found also 
in the uppermost Gondwdna beds in the Narbada valley, underlies a 
stratum containing Cephalopoda of upper neocomian (Aptian) age. The 
second is in the Narbada valley near Barwai, where Bagh beds (upper 
greensand or Cenomanian) rest unconformably on representatives of the 
upper Gondwana series. The remaining two localities are near the east 
coast. One is in southern India, at Utatur, north of Trichinopoli, wheie 
the plant beds containing Rdjmahal fossils underlie the Utatur (Ceno- 
manian) group, unconformably in places but elsewhere with apparent 
conformity. lastly near Ellore, where the upper Gondwdna beds con- 
tain Rajmaliil plants, and marine fossils of upper Jurassic age occur 
in the higher layers, the age of the strata resting unconformably upon 
the Gondwdna strata is not equally well defined. The overlying beds 
consist of two fossiliferous bands, one underlying a flow of basalt believed 
to belong to the Deccan trap series, the other interstratified between the 
lower basaltic flow and a higher one. The igneous beds, like the Deccan 
traps elsewhere, are believed to be of uppermost cretaceous or lowest 
tertiary age, but the fossils in the upper, or intertrappean, bed differ from 
those in the lower, or infratrappean, and it has not hitherto been practicable 
to refer either to a definite horizon. Neither bed, however, can be older 
than upper cretaceous. 


The manner in which the areas of Gondwdna rocks are distributed 
throughout the country is peculiar, and there is still some difference of 
opinion concerning the interpretation to be placed on their mode of 
occurrence. As a general rule, these rocks are found occupying basin 
shaped depressions in the older formations, and such depressions some- 
times, though not always, nor even generally, correspond to the existing 
river valleys. Occasionally the basins of Gondwina bsds are scattered 
over the surface of the country, as in Birblidm, and in this case there 
can be no doubt of their representing the undenuded remains of strata 
which were once continuous over a much larger area. Whether the 
basins now remaining owe their preservation to di*^turbance of their ori- 
ginally horizontal position, and to their having been preserved from denu- 
dation through having sunk to a lower level than neighbouring portions of 
the same bed, or whether they were originally deposited in hollows in the 
older beds, is a point on which opinions differ. There can be no question 
that the former is the explanation of these basins having been preserved 
in some instances, but cases may also be cited in favour of the latter 
view, and it is certain that the Gondwana beds were originally deposited 
on an uneven surface. 

A few instances will suffice to show the phenomena presented in the 
Dimodar valley in western Bengal, uhere some of the most important 
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and best known Gondw^na coal-fields occur, A number of detached 
basins are found, all m low ground on the banks of the river, and all 
presenting the very remarkable peculiarities that the lowest groups 
appear on the northern side of the basin, that there is a general dip from 
north to south, and that all are cut off abruptly on the southern edge, 
which in most cases is a straight or nearly straight line. Similar geolo- 
gical relations exist in many other areas, although the beds are not 
always, as in the Ddmodar area, confined to the valley of a single river. 
Thus, in the great basin of south Rewi and Sarguja, again in the Satpura 
area, and especially in the Tilcher field in Orissa, the rocks dip from 
one side of the basin, and are cut off on the other, but in all these cases 
the general dip is north, not south, and the beds are abruptly cut off 
along the northern border. 1 he exact directions of the abrupt east and 
west boundaries vary, but they are always the same, or nearly the 
same, throughout each tract of country, that is to say, the boundaries of 
different fields are parallel to each other, and they are aho, as a lule, 
identical in direction with the foliation of the underlying gneiss. In 
some ca.ses, and especially in the northern part of the great area which 
occupies so large a portion of the Godavari valley, both boundaries, which 
run neaily north-west to south-east in the last named case, are straight, 
nearly parallel, and abrupt. 

These abrupt boundaries are almost invariably accompanied by con- 
siderable disturbance of the beds in their neighbourhood. In some cases 
there is strong evidence that such boundaries are great faults, one of the 
best proofs being that the fault occasionally divides, as along the north- 
ern edge of the Tdlcher field, and beds belonging to the lowest group 
are exposed between the different subdivisions of the main dislocation, 
the lowest Gondwdna group (the Talchir in the instance mentioned) 
being faulted against Kimthi beds, much higher in the Gondwdna system, 
on one side, and against metamorphics on the other. In some cases, as 
along the boundary of the T^lcher field and also on the eastern portion 
of the northern boundary in the Sohdgpur field, the line of fault is marked 
by a breccia, containing fragments of the GondwAna sandstones. It is 
generally considered that all the fields which are bounded by an abrupt 
line cutting them off on one or both sides (and these, as will be seen, 
comprise a very large majority of the basins known) occupy areas of de- 
pression, produced subsequently to the deposition of the beds by a fault 
along the abrupt boundary, the connection of existing river valleys 
with these Gondwina areas being dependent on the fact that, the Gond- 
w^na rocks b eing much softer than the Viudhyan, transition, or meta- 
morphic beds upon which they rest, the rivers have worn their way through 
the easiest channel, — in short, that the existing drainage, so far as it 
coincides with the distribution of the Gondwina rocks, has been deter- 
mined by the disposition of those rocks, produced by disturbance and 
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denudation, and has no necessary connection with their original areas of 
deposition. 

A different view is held by others. They consider that, with a few ex- 
ceptions, there is no sufficient evidence of faulting, that the appearance 
of straightness in the boundaries is partly fallacious and due to the rocks 
being ill seen at the surface, that the abrupt boundaries are caused by the 
deposition of the Gondw^na rocks against cliffs forming the original sides 
of river valleys, and that the present disposition of the beds is a close 
approximation to that of the original areas in which they were deposited. 
They consider further that the vertical development of the different groups 
varies so much within small distances that there is no reason to believe that 
any great thickness of beds abuts against the abrupt cliff like boundaries, 
and that there is evidence in some cases that the different groups thin 
out to ^^ards the margins of the existing basins. They conclude that the 
present river valleys differ but little from those which existed in mesozoic 
times. 

It is possible that there may be some truth in both views. It should 
be remembered that the conflict of opinion in this case is between ob- 
servers who have chiefly been engaged in mapping widely separated 
regions* The view that the present basins closely correspond to ancient 
areas of deposition being supported chiefly by observations made in the 
Son and Narbada valleys, and the opposite opinion, that the present Gond- 
w^na basins are chiefly due to faulting, being held by geologists who 
have especially studied the Gondwdna rocks of Bengal, Orissa, and the 
Goddvari valley. The strongest arguments against the existence of 
faults along the abiupt boundaries of the various GondwSna fields is 
founded on the fact that, in the SAtpura field to the south of the Narbada 
valley, certain of the uppermost Gondwdna beds overlap the boundary, 
but this may be due to the circumstance that the supposed line of fault, 
which cuts off the field on the northward throughout the greater portion 
of its extent, is more ancient than the topmost groups of the Gondw^Ana 
series. A difficulty in the way of admitting that the abrupt bound- 
aries of the Damodar fields are due to deposition against inland cliffs 
is to be found in the improbability that all such precipices should be found 
on one side of a river valley, while there are some important observations 
in favour of the limits of the basins in the Damodar valley being due to 
disturbance. Takhir and Damuda beds are found on the Hazdribagh table- 
land, immediately north of the Ddmodar valley, at a height of about i,oco 
feet above the surface of the same rocks in the valley itself, and the 
presence of fragments, apparently derived from lower Gondwdna beds, in 
a conglomerate at a similar or higher elevation on the Chutid Nagpur 
highland to the southward points to the former existence of the parent 
rock at a still greater elevation. In either case there is evidence of 
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disturbance for the low level exposures must have been depressed, or the 
high level ones elevated; in other words, the Gondw^nas must have under- 
gone disturbance since they were deposited, and this disturbance cannot 
have been without effect on the present limitation of the outcrops. 


The tracts of country occupied by rocks of the Gondvvlna series are, 
as a rule, covered with a poor sandy soil and ill suited for cultivation. The 
result is that, in many parts of India, they form wild uninhabited forests. 
Such tracts are always the last to be surveyed topographically, and, as a 
rule, minor details are omitted on the maps prepared. Moreover the upper 
Gondw'dna rocks are principally sandstones and decompose readily into 
loose sand, which covers the whole surface of the country and greaciy 
conceals the rocks. These two circumstances — deficiency of maps and 
concealment of the suiface— have combined to delay the geological sur- 
vey oE the upper Gondwdna formations, and to render the exaniliiauon 
of the beds exceptionally tedious and difficult. 

The groups of which the Gondwdna system is composed vary greatly, 
both in number and mineral character, in the several isolated areas in 
which they are found, the variation being much greater amongst the middle 
and upper than amongst the low^er members * of the series. The two 
lowest Gondwina groups, the Talchir and Barakar, w^hich consist largely 
of shales, whilst the uppermost formations are chiefly composed of coarse 
sandstone, grit, and conglomerate, preserve their mineral character almost 
unchanged throughout the area in which the lowxr Gondwina beds are 
known to occur. 

The system may be divided into an upper and a lower series, the dis- 
tinction having been first established in western Bengal, where it is of a 
most trenchant nature, characterised by a marked stratigraphical discord- 
ance, by an almost complete absence of any species common to the 
two divisions, and an utter change in the type of the flora# equisetaceous 
plants prevailing in the lower subdivision, and cycads and conifers in 
the upper, ^ ferns being found commonly in both. Some Equisetacese 
occur, how'ever, in the upper Gondw^nas, and several species of cycads 
and conifers in the lower, but the genera are in most cases distinct in 
the two subdivisions. As the examination of the Gondw'ina system in 
the Sitpura ranges and in south Rewd has progressed, it has been found 
that the stratigraphical break there is not nearly so marked, and it is pos. 
sible that a number of distinct floras will ultimately be found, bridging over 
the gap in western Bengal. 

* The Mah^deva series has, however, hitherto proved almost unfossiliferous. 



T able showing the probable representation of the Gondwdna groups by each other. 
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1 .— The Lower GondwAna Series. 

1 he lowest member of the GondwAna system is known as the Talchir 
group, thus named from its having been first clearly disti.iguished in the 
small district of Tdlcher* one of the tributary mahdls of Orissa. When 
present— and it is rarely absent over a large area— this group forms the 
base of the GondwAna series, and consists in general of fine silty shales 
and fine soft sandstone. The shales are usually of a greenish grey or olive 
colour, sometimes slaty. They are of exceedingly fine texture, traversed 
by innumerable joints, and break up into minute, thin, angular frag- 
ments, sometimes elongate or acicular, w'hich cover the surface of the ground 
in places. Occasionally the shales nave a dull Indian red colour, but this is 
not common. They are frequenth mentioned in the Survey reports under 
the name of mudstones and needleshales. Not unfrequcntly they are some- 
what calcareous, and in some places large concretionary masses of impure 
carbonate of lime have been found amongst them. 

The most characteristic sandstones are soft, fine, and homogeneous 
in texture, composed chiefly of quartz and undecomposed pink felspar, and 
in colour pale greenish grey, buff, or pale pinkish, almost of a flesh tint. 
They are frequently rather massive, though distinctly stratified, but they are 
also commonly interstratified in thin layers with the shales. In many 
places they break up, where exposed on the surface, into polygonal frag- 
ments, three or four inches across, whence they have been called tesselated 
sandstones. 

These beds pass into coarser sandstones of less marked character, 
which vary in colour, and are sometimes, though rarely, conglomeratic. 
It is an almost invariable rule, contrary to what is found to btf the case 
in most rocks, that in the Talchir group the beds of finest texture, the 
shales, are found at the base, and that the sandstones are higher in 
position, the coarser sandstones, moreover, overlying those of finer texture. 
A thin coal seam has been found amongst the Talchir beds in the 
Jhilmilli field, in Sargfija*, but this formation is, as a rule, distinguished 
by the absence of coal seams, and even of carbonaceous shale. 

There are three peculiarities of the Talchir g^oup which still require 
notice, as all of them are of considerable importance. 

The first is the frequent occurrence, amongst the shales and fine sand- 
stones, generally towards the base of the group, but very frequently some 
hundreds of feet above the bottom, of pebbles and boulders, always rolled and 
usually well rounded, varying in size from small fragments quarter of an inch 
or an inch across to huge blocks fifteen feet in diameter and thirty tons in 
weight, fragments from six inches to three feet in diameter being common. 
* ilenufUs, 1 , 46, (1856). * Manual, 1st ed., 205. 
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The distribution of the boulders is most iiregulai, in some parts of the area 
occupied by Talchir beds none are to be found o\er many square miles of 
country, but generally some are met \\ith at intervals, and occasionally 
large numbers occur within a limited tract. 

In very many instances there is every probability that the boulders 
have been transported from a distance, no rocks of similar character 
being found in the neighbourhood If only one or two such cases had been 
observed, it might be supposed that the rock, from which the blocks were 
derived, had formerly existed in the immediate vicinity and been 
removed by denudation, but the cases in which there is reason to believe 
that the rounded blocks have been transported from afar are so numerous 
that this theory cannot be accepted. The boulders, it should be remembered, 
are frequently found imbedded in the finest silt. It is evident that deposi- 
tion from water in rapid motion is here out of the question, as any stream 
which could have moved and rounded the boulders would have swept 
away the silty matrix in which they are deposited, and the only 
suggestion, as to the cause of their occurrence, which appears to account 
satisfactorily for their presence, is to suppose that they were originally 
rounded by torrents and then transported to their final position by 
ice. This theory has received strong confirmation from the discovery of 
smoothed and scratched surfaces on some of the large boulders found on 
the banks of the PengangA river, about ten miles west-south- west of 
ChAndA, Central Provinces ’ The suiface of the limestone rock under- 
lying the Talchirs was also in this case found to be polished, scratched, 
and grooved. 

The second peculiarity is the remarkable resemblance to a volcanic 
rock occasionally presented by the more compact forms of shale, and by a 
variety of the sandstone. So great is the similarity between the shale and 
a consolidated volcanic ash that two experienced surveyors have, at different 
times, marked the beds as trappean, whilst the sandstone occasionally 
simulates a decomposed basalt in colour and mode of weathering. 

The third noteworthy feature of the Talchir beds is their'’ power of 
resisting disintegration, and the entire barrenness, provided they are not 
covered by alluvial deposits derived from other rocks, of the ground 
where they appear at the surface, a natural consequence of their not 
decomposing to form soil. In many places along the edges of the coal- 
fields. where the Talchir beds occupy the ground, it is possible to walk for 
miles through very thin jungles, free from grass, over a surface composed 
entirely of the finely comminuted greenish grey shales. 

_ South of the Pengangd river a peculiar rock was found by Mr. Fedden 
in the Talchirs near Chirli, and again in the Khairgaon nala west of 

* T Oldham, Jfemmrs, IX, 324, (*873)5 Fedden, Records, VIII, 16,(1875). 
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Nindgaon. It is a calcareous sandstone, whose calcareous cement has 
assumed the form of ophitic crystalline masses quarter of an inch across 
These crystals have been irregularly attacked in the weathering and the 
rock split up into a number of irregular aggregates of quartz grains, 
separate from each other, but held together by the interlocking of their 
irregularities. The rock, as a whole, has consequently a certain amount of 
flexibility analagous to that of what is known as itacolumite.^ 

The Talchirs preserve all their peculiarities throughout the area in which 
they occur, — an enormous tract of country, extending from the flanks of the 
Rijmahil hills to the Godivari, and from the R^niganj field on the borders 
of the alluvium of Lower Bengal to the neighbourhood of Hoshangdb^d, 
Ndgpur, and Chindd. 

The thickness of the Talchirs nowhere appears to exceed about 800 
feet, their extreme measurement where fully developed in part of the 
Rinfganj coal-field. 

The fossils* hitherto discovered in the Talchir rocks are very few in 
number. Of animal remains only the wing of a neuropterous insect and 
some annelid tracks have been discovered, whilst the plant remains consist 
of Noegge^ aihzopsts htslopt and three ferns, Cangamopteris cyclopteroides^ 
G, angustifolia^ and Glossopteris communis. The only evidence of 
vegetable life hitherto found has been in the higher beds of the group, 
and there is a remarkable absence of plants in the lower shales, which are 
admirably suited for preserving vegetable impressions. Even in the upper 
beds of the group fossils are of singularly rare occurrence. 

Reference has already been made to the possibility of a lacustrine ori- 
gin for the Talchir beds, or at least for the lower portion, The chief rea- 
son for suggesting that these beds may have been deposited in lakes is 
the great thickness of very fine sediment accumulated at the base of the 
group, and the very frequent occurrence of much finer beds below than 
above. The latter, on the hypothesis of a lacustrine origin, may be ex- 
plained by the gradual silting up of a lake basin, in which fine sediment 
would be deposited at a distance from the margin, whilst coarser beds 
would be thrown down by rivers as their deltas advanced into the lake 
and filled it up. This evidence, however, is quite insufficient by itself to 
prove that the Talchirs are a lacustrine deposit, and it is at least equally 
probable that they were formed in a river valley, like the overlying members 
of the Gondwina system. 

At the same time the large size of the boulders and their generally 


^ Memoirs^ XIII, 16, (1877). Compare the 
Kdlidna flexible sandstone (supra^ p. 72) , see 
alsoyfoi a more detailed description, Records, 
XXII, 54, (1889) 

^ The determinations of fossil plants be- 


longing to this and other groups of the 
Gondwana system ,are taken from Dr. Feis- 
mantel’s descriptions in the Pal. Ind , series 
11, XI, xii, (1877-86). 
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rounded aspect suggest that they were produced by rapid flowing streams, 
whose beds had a steep gradient. The great unconformity between the 
Talchirs and the underlying rocks points to a long continuance of dry 
land conditions, unfavourable to the accumulation of sediment, and one of 
the first effects of those land movements which caused its accumulation 
might well be to split up the river valleys into large lake basins, and 
steep stream valleys leading into them. Were this the case, all the con- 
ditions essential to the explanation of the features ordinarily exhibited 
by the Takhir boulder bed would be existent, if winter ice were super- 
added ^ 

This explanation is not, however, sufficient to account for the smoothed, 
polished and striated surfaces of the fragments included in the Talchir 
conglomerate, and of the underlying Vindhyan limestones in the Pen- 
gangd valley, which appear to be due to the action of a true glacier. The 
boulder beds largely developed near Bdp, in w^estern RAjputdna, which can 
hardly be other than of Talchir age, being unconformably superimposed 
on the Vindhyan limestones and older than the upper Gondwdna beds 
of this district, contain numerous well glaciated fragments, and a similar 
boulder bed near Pokaran is seen to rest on a surface of older rock, which 
is not only smoothed and striated, but exhibits typical roches moutonniei^* 
In the last named instance there is some possibility that the boulder bed is 
older than Talchir,* but excluding this, there is evidence enough that 
glaciers must have descended to low levelb in Talchir times. 


The coal bearing rocks of the Karharbdri coalfield were originally 
assigned to the Barakar group in the publications of the Geological 
Survey, on account of their mineral character and their position imme- 
diately above the Talchir beds. The examination of the Karharbiri 
fossil flora has, however, shown that, whilst all the species known to be 
found in the Talchir beds are represented, one of them {Gangamopteris 
cyclopteroides) being the commonest fossil of the Karharbdri beds, many 
of the common Damuda fossils are rare or w^anting, and several very re- 
markable species are found which have not hitherto been detected in the 
Damuda series. The peculiar excellence of the coal, and its superiority to 
that obtained from the majority of the Damuda seams, have led to exten- 
sive mining operations in the Karharb^ri field, and it has consequently been 
possible to obtain good collections of the fossil plants.^ It has also been 
noticed that the coal of Karharbari differs in structure from that of the 
Damuda series generally, and a partial re-examination of the field appears 
to justify the inference that there is also a slight distinction between the 


* W. T. Blanford, RecoidSf XX, 49, (1887) 
® Supra j p, 106 

^ These have been chiefly collected by Mr. 


I. J Whitty, Supeiintendent of the East 
Indian Railway Company's collieries at 
Karharbari. 
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Karharbiri and Barakar sandstones, although it is as yet uncertain whether 
a passage may not eventually be found between the Karharbdri group 
and the Barakars. The palaeontological evidence hitherto obtained tends, 
however, to connect the former with the Talchir group, and it appears 
best, for the present, to keep the Karharbiri rocks distinct from the 
overlying Damuda series, under the name of the coalfield in which they 
w'ere first distinguished. 

The rocks of the Karhaibiii group consist almost solely of sandstones, 
grits, and conglomerates, with seams of coal. Very little shale occurs, the 
little which exists being associated with the coal seams. The sandstones 
are mostly white, grey, or biown, and felspathic, often gritty and conglo- 
meratic, from containing large fragments of felspar and pebbles of quartz. 
The chief distinction between the constituents of the grits and conglo- 
merates forming the Karharbiri group, and those which make up so large 
a portion of the Barakars, is that in the former, and especially in the 
coarser grits and conglomerates, a large proportion of the fragments of 
lelspar and quartz are angular or subangular, w'hereas in the Barakars the 
pebbles are, as a rule, particularly well rounded. The coal of Karharb^^u 
is rather dull coloured and tolerably homogeneous In structure, the layers 
of very bright jetty coal, wdiich are so conspicuous in the Damuda seams, 
being in general few and ill marked. The seams appear to be somewhat 
variable in thickness, but to undergo very little change in composition 
throughout the small field in which they are found. Some of the seams, 
both in the Barakar and Riniganj subdivisions of the Damuda series, 
furnish fuel equal in quality to that extracted at Karharb^ri, but they are 
much more distinctly laminated. 

The KarharbSri beds rest with apparent conformity on the Talchirs, but 
the former completely overlap the latter in places, within the limits of the 
little Karharb^ri field, and the mineral characters of the two groups are 
strongly contrasted. In the \vest of the Ka’^harbari basin the Taldiiis 
attain a thickness of about 500 or 600 feet, whilst, within a distance of less 
than four miles to the eastward, the Karharbari beds rest upon the gneiss. 
It is probable that the highest locks seen within the coalfield may be of 
Barakar age, and there is some slight appearance of the Karharbdri beds 
being overlapped by these higher strata, but the overlap is not clear. The 
whole thickness of the Karharbiri group is probably about 500 feet. 

Outside the limits of the Karharbiri field the Karharbiri group has 
been recognised, on palseontological grounds, at Mohpdni in the Naibada 
valley, in the Diltonganj coalfield and, with considerable degree of proba- 
bility, in Hutar and Rewd, The coal in a seam, lying very little above 
the Talchir group, in the Riniganj field resembles the Karharbari coal in 
mineral character, and it is probable that this group will be found to have 
a wider distribution than is now known, and to be represented in all those 

M 
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sections where the Talchirs are described as conformable to the beds above 
them. 

The only fossils which have so far been formed in the Karharbari beds 
are plants of which the following is a Hst^; those species distinguished 
by an asterisk having also been fo;and in the Damuda beds, while a dagger 
maiks the forms which have been found in the underlying Talchirs 


EaUISETACEiB— 

Schigoneurttn cf. meriani. 

* Vertehraria indica^ 

Filices— 

*'^GQngamgpt *ris cyclopferotdes 
„ biiriad'ca*^ 

„ v^ajor* 

« obliqna^ 

t »» angnstifohiu 

5* cf. spathulatiu 

^\Glossopteris communis^ 
m „ damudica. 

„ decipiens. 

^ „ tndtCit. 


Fieices. — contd, 

Sagenopteris (?) stolicghana. 
CYC4kI)EACEAB — 

Glossozamiies s*olicgknnus, 
'\Naggerathiopsis hislopi* 
CONirERAS— 

Ruryphyllum whttttaniim* 
Voltzia hetcrophylla. 
Alberiia, sp. 

Seeds— 

SamaropsiSf sp. 
Cardiocarpum, sp. 
Carpclithes milleri^ 


The Talchir-Karharbiri groups are succeeded by a great series of bedb, 
the Damuda series, which was first examined and described in the 
coalfields of the Ddmodar valley. Nearly all the coalfields of the Indian 
Peninsula owe their mineral wealth to the presence of these beds, the 
Karharbdri being the only other important coal bearing group, and the 
quantity of valuable minerals contained in the rocks of the Damuda senes 
is probably greater than that of all the other rock groups of India com- 
bined. 

The Damuda series in Bengal has been found to consist of three 
subdivisions, known in ascending order as the Barakar group, Ironstone 
shales, and Rinfganj beds. The first and lowest is also found in the 
Son, Mahdnadi, Narbadd, and Goddvari valleys, the upper subdivisions 
being represented by groups differing in mineral character from the 
Bengal beds. In the S^tpura area the Damuda subdivisions are known 
as the Barakar, Motur, and Bijori groups, and in the GodSvari valley, 
above the Barakar group, there also the only coal bearing formation, a 
single member of the upper Damuda beds occurs, and is known as the 
Kimthl group. A similar arrangement prevails in the Mahdnadi and 
BrdhmanI area, only two Damuda subdivisions being found, which appear 
to correspond to those of the Goddvari region. 

The mineral characters and geological relations of all these different 
groups must be described separately. It is sufficient for the purpose at 

Jnd.t series xii, III, pt i, (187^ 81), IV, pt, 2, (1882). 
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present to note that all consist of sandstones and shales, with more or 
less ferruginous bands, and that some contain coal. Slight unconformity 
between the different groups has been noticed in places, and the Barakar 
beds are frequently unconformable to the Takhirs. The whole thickness 
of the Damuda series is 8,400 feet in the Rdnfganj field, and about 10,000 
feet in the Sdtpura basin. It thus constitutes the most important portion 
of the Gondwdna system. 

1 he examination of the floras of the different groups of the Damuda 
series has shown that there are slight differences, but as nearly all the 
species of the Barakar group, and without exception all the more abund- 
ant forms, are also found in the Rdnfganj group, they have been united in 
one list given below.^ The letters m., u, prefixed signify that the 
species have been found in the Lower, Middle, and Upper, or Barakar 
Ironstone or Riniganj beds, respectively ; a dagger that it is also known 
from beds of KarharbSri age, and an asterisk that it ranges into rocks 
newer than the Damuda series 


EaUISETACE^ — 

* 1 1. u* Schteoneuragond^anensis* 

u. Phyllotheca indies. 
up „ rohusta, 

1. u. Trisygia {Sphenophylluni^ spe- 
eiosa, 

• 1 1 - Vertebraria indv^a. 


Fiuces — 

1. CyatkeSi cf. ichihateheffi* 

1. u. Sfhenopteris polymorpha. 
u. Dicksonis hughesi, 
u AUthopieris whiihyensis. 
u. „ lindleyana. 

u. „ phegopieroides. 

u. Pecopteris affinis. 
u- Meiianopieris mejor. 

* 1. m* u. Macrotaniopteris danteoides. 
u. „ feddeni. 

u. PaliBomttaria kursi. 
u. Angiopteridium^ cf- McCleU 
landu 


k »» infarctuM. 

* 1 1* m* u. Glossopteris communis. 


1 . .. 

u. „ 

u. „ 

* 1 1. m. u. „ 

1. u. „ 

1 . Ui. ,, 


iniermiitens. 
strivts • 
f musafolis. 
indica. 
brownian 1 . 
intermedia. 


m. u Glossopteris retifera. 


m. u. 


conspieua. 

u. 


ingens. 

u. 


divergens. 

♦ t k m. u. 

»> 

damudim. 

♦ k m. u. 

99 

angustifoliiu 

u. 

99 

leptoneuTu, 

u. 

99 

formosa. 

u. 

99 

orbicularis. 

u. 

Gangamopteris antkrophyoide^ 

u. 

9t 

wkittiana. 

u. 

99 

hughesi. 

t k m. 

99 

cyclopieroides 


u- Belemno Uteris wood-masoniana. 
u. Anthropkyopsis^ sp. 

I u. Dirtyopteridium, sp. 
u. Sagenopteris {f) longifolia, 
u. „ polyphylla, 

u. AcHnopteris hengalensis. 


Cycadeaceje— 

u. Pterophyllum burdwaneuse. 
1. Platypterigium halli. 
f* 1. m. u. Noeggetaihiopsis hislopi. 


CoNIFBRiB — 

t u. Volisia heierophylla, 

u. Rhipidiopsis den si nereis. 
1. gingkoides. 

1. Cyelopiiys dichotomy* 

L u. Samaropsist cf. patvula. 


* Fal. Indies^ series xn, III, pt. ii, iii, (1880-81), IV, pt ii, (1886). 
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Although there is little difference between the floras found in the 
various subdivisions of the Danmda series^ the characters and relations 
of the minor groups require separate notice, and of these groups the 
lowest and the most important is the Barakar, This group derives 
its name from a river which traverses the western portion of the RSni- 
ganj coalfield, and then falls into the Dimodar within the limits of 
the field.’ In the higher portion of its course the Barakhar river receives 
the streams which drain the Karharbiri coalfield. 

The Barakars have an equally extensive range with the Talchirs, and 
consist of conglomerates, sandstones of various kinds, shales and coal. 
The sandstones are often coarse and felspathic, a variety of frequent 
occurrence being rather massive, white or pale brown in colour, soft at 
the surface and not much harder below, consisting of grains of quartz 
and decomposed felspar. 'I'he weathered surface of this sandstone fre- 
quently exhibits small projecting knobs, apparently due to calcareous 
concretions. One of the most striking distinctions between the sandstones 
of the Talchirs and those of the overlying formations consists in the 
felspathic constituents of the former being, as a rule, undecomposed, while 
in the Damuda series the gniins of felspar are almost invariably converted 
into kaolin. 

Besides the whitish felspathic sandstone, another typical Barakar rock 
is a conglomerate of small, well rounded, white quartz pebbles. These 
are sometimes found scattered over the surface and serve to indicate the 
presence of the conglomerate, where it is not exposed in section. The 
matrix ot the conglomerate is usually white sandstone. 

It must not be supposed that white is the only colour of the Barakar 
sandstones. Brown, red, yellow, and other tints are to be found, and pre- 
dominate in many places. The whitish felspathic sandstone is however a 
typical rock, preserving its character in localities as far apart as Rinfganj 
in Bengal and Chindi in the Central Provinces, being well developed 
in the Godavari valley, but it is subordinate and forms but a small portion 
of the group to the eastward. Here the greater portion of the Barakar 
rocks consists of shales, grey, blue or black, frequently micaceous, and 
more or less sandy, occasionally associated with argillaceous iron ore, and 
often containing seams of coal. Not unfrequently the shaly beds are 
interstratified with hard flags. 

The coals of the Barakar group vary greatly in quality and character in 
the different coalfields. They all, however, agree in having a peculiar 
laminated appearance, due to their being composed of alternating layers 
of bright and dull coal, the former purer and more bituminous than the 
latter, which, in many cases, is shale rather than coa). The best coals are 


^ Memoiis, ill, 212, (1863). 
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those in which the briglit layers predominate, but nearly all seams hitherto 
discovered are somewhat inferior to average European coal of the carboni- 
ferous formation, and there is a general tendency to variation in the thick- 
ness and quality of each seam within shoit distances. At the same time 
excellent fuel has been obtained from some Barakar seams. Some coal 
beds are of immense thickness, single seams (including partings of shalej 
amounting to as much as 35 feet in the Rdniganj coalfield, 50 feet near 
Chandi, and no less than go feet at Korba in Bildspur. Some of the 
Barakar coal exhibits a peculiar spheroidal structure, and round balls of 
various sizes, up to more than a foot in diameter, break away from the 
mass when the coal is mined. So thoroughly are these rounded that 
they were taken at first for rolled fragments, derived from some older 
formation.^ 

In places the Barakars rest quite conformably upon the Talchirs, and 
the two groups appear to pass into each other. In general, there is an 
abrupt change in mineral character, but the only case which has hitherto 
becji found in which there is dear evidence of denudation having removed 
portions of the lower beds, during the deposition of the higher group,* is in 
the Rimgarh coalfield, w’here rolled fragments derived from the 1 alchirs 
have been found in the beds of the Barakar group. The Barakars, however, 
overlap the underlying 'lalchirs in many places and rest upon the metamor- 
phic rocks, and in some coalfields, as in that of Rdniganj, there appears to 
be overstep as well, the highest beds of the Talchirs disappearing first, as it 
they had suffered from denudation. It yet remains to be seen whether 
representatives of the Karharbdri beds do not intervene in those cases 
in which there is an apparent passage between the Barakar and Talchir 
groups. 

The Barakars appear nowhere to exceed the thickness of 3,300 feet, a 
development which they attain only, so far as is known, in the Jharid field. 
In no other field, except Rdmgarh, do they exceed 2,oco feet. 

Above the Barakar group in the Rdniganj and a few other fields 
of the Ddmodar valley, there is found a great thickness of black or grey 
shales,* with bands and nodules of clay ironstone (carbonate of iron, 
mixed with clay), some of which is of the carbonaceous variety known 
as black band. Towards the base these beds become more sandy, and 
interstratifications of sandstone occur amongst them. The shales disinter 
grate slcwly, and consequently the tract covered by this group is barren, 
and frequently elevated, but the rocks are not as a rule well exposed on 
the surface, although their presence is indicated by fragments of ironstone 
being scattered about. 

*See Jour^ As. Soe. Beng.^ XVII, 59 {1848); j * Memoirs^ VI, 113, (1867). 

XVllI, 41^ (1844); XlX, 75, (1850). I * IW, 40, {1863). 
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The greatest thickness attained by the ironstone shales is about 1,500 
feet in the Bokiro coalfield, and they are nearly as thick in the Ranfganj 
field. As a rule, they are quite conformable to the underlying Barakars, 
the slight unconformity, which has been observed in places, is very possibly 
local, but one case^ has been noticed where a break in time may be indicated. 

Fossils are not common, and most of the species recorded were ob- 
tained from the South Karanpurd coalfield. 

The highest group of the Damuda series, in the Ddmodar valley, 
derives its name of Rdnfganj from the principal town of the mining 
district of BardwAn, and comprises a great thickness of coarse and fine 
sandstones, with shales and coal seams.* The sandstones are moderately 
coarse, as a rule in thick massive beds, white or brov\ n in colour, and 
obliquely laminated. They are usually more or less felspathic, the felspar 
being converted into kaolin. Bands of rather calcareous, fine, hard, yellow 
sandstone, often weathering out at the surface in nodular fragments, are 
common and characteristic of the group. Conglomerates are of rare 
occurrence. Shales foim a much smaller portion of this group than they 
do in the DAmodar area of the subjacent Barakars. They are sometimes 
black and carbonaceous, sometimes bluish giey, and occasionally red or 
brown, more or less mixed with sand or stained by iron, and small bands 
of argillaceous ironstone occasionally occur, though they are not common. 
The coal is composed of alternately bright and dull layers, as in the 
Barakars. 

This gioup is of considerable thickness in the RAnfganj field, being 
as much as 5,000 feet from top to bottom where fully developed, and it 
is possible that this is less than the original thickness, for the next group 
in ascending order rests upon the denuded surface of the present. The 
RAnfganj group diminishes in thickness in the other fields to the west- 
ward, and appears to be represented by groups of different mineral charac- 
ter beyond the limits of the Dimodar drainage. 

As a general rule, the Rinfganj beds are conformable to the ironstone 
shales, but the higher group oversteps the lower, and rests on the Bara- 
kars, in the BokAro coalfield, near HazAribdgh. 

No animal remains have been found in the rocks of this group, but 
plants are abundant and comprise nearly all those in the Barakar groups, 
besides a number of species that are not known from any lower horizon. 

The lithological distinction of the threefold division of the Damuda 
series, and the overlying PAnchet group, which will be noticed further on, 
has only been recognised with certainty in the coalfields of the DAmodar 

* Memoirs, III, 42, (1863). I s Memoirs, III, 46, (1863). 



MOiCr and BIJORl GROUPS. 


Chap. Vn.] 


167 


valley. The R 5 iiiganj and Pinchet groups have been recognised, pateon- 
tologicaliy, in south Rewi, though they have not been mapped, but in the 
Mahanadi and Godivari drainage areas the Barakars are overlaid by a 
great series of beds which have been described in different areas by 
various names. 


In the Sitpura ranges, south of the Narbadi, the lower Gondwina 
beds, above the Barakars, have been divided into two groups,— the Motor 
and Bijori. This area has not had the same attention paid to it as that ot 
Bengal, the Godavari valley, and Orissa, and the classification of the beds 
above the Barakars must be regarded as purely pro\ isional. 

The Motur groujp^ derives its name from a village of that name 
situated about 12 miles south-south-east of Pachmarhf, on the dividing 
ridge between the valleys of the Denwa which runs into the T4wa, 
a tributary of the Narbadi, and the Kanhdn, which is a tributary of 
the Godivari. The village is on the road from Badnur and Chhind- 
wdrd to Pachmarhf, and w'as at one time used as a sanitarium. 

The beds of this group someivhat resemble the PAnchets of Bengal in 
mineral character. They consist of thick, coarse, soft, earthy sandstones, 
grey and brown, sometimes with red and mottled clays and calcareous 
nodules. Shales occur, but they are usually sandy and very rarely carbona- 
ceous. It is probable that the Motur group is unconformable to the Bara- 
kars. No collections of fossils have hitherto been made from the beds of 
the Motdr horizon. 

The highest members of the Damuda series in the Sitpura region 
are exposed in the upper Denw^a valley, at the southern base of the 
Mahade\a or Pachmarhf hills. For the rocks of this horizon the name 
of Bijori has been proposed,* from a small village rendered famous 
by being the locality whence the only distinctly vertebrate fossil, except 
Brachtops^ yet obtained from the Damuda series, was procured. 

The rocks of the Bijori horizon are characteristically Damudas, and 
comprise shales, occasionally carbonaceous, micaceous flags and sand- 
stones. 

Nothing definite is known of the relations between the Bijori and Motdr 
groups, nor has the thickness of either been determined, but the greater 
portion of the 3,000 to 4,000 feet of beds, intervening between the 
Motdr beds and the base of the Pachmarhf sandstone, may be assigned 
to the Bijori group. 

The most important fossil hitherto found in the Bijori beds is the 
specimen already referred to, which is the skeleton of a Labyrinthodont 
allied to A rchegosauru^^ described by Mr. Lydekker under the name of 
Gondwanosaurus bijoriends.'^ 

* M^moirSf X, l6l, (1873). 

* Menmrs^ X, I39»0^73). 


’ PaU Indka^ series iv, I, pt. 4, (1885). 
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Besides tlie lab) rintliodont, the 

Equisetace-E — 

Schizonetira gondivaveJists^ 
Vertebrana tndica, 

Trizygin ^peciosa* 

FtLICES — 

Dirksoma, sp 
Glossoftens communis. 


folIo'V^ing plants have been identi- 

Filices,- contd 
Glos^opi&ris damudtci, 

„ reiifera, 

,, angnstifoha, 

Gangamopteris, sp. 

CONIPPRiE— 

SamaropsiS) cf. parvula. 


The general facies of this flora coriesponds best with that of the 
Rdniganj group in Bengal, with which it may be correlated in a general 
way, as long as exact contemporaneity of origin is npt asserted. 


In the Godivari valley, and in Chhalisgarh and western Orissa, the 
beds which overlie the Barakar group have been described under the 
names of Kamthf and Hingir, respectively, but in spite of some minera- 
logical differences, the two seem to represent each other so closely that 
they may be united under the first mentioned and older name. 

The name Kamthf is derived from the military station so called, 
twehe miles north-east of Nigpur, and the station again derives its name 
from a village on the opposite side of the Kanhin river, where there is a 
famous quarry which has yielded a laige number of fossils. The term 
Hingir is derived from a zamindiri of that name situated north of 
bambalpur.® 

The typical Kimthf rocks consist of conglomerates, grits, sand- 
stones, shales, and clays. The conglomerates contain pebbles of quartz. 
The grits are sometimes hard and silicious, so much so as to be quarried 
for quernstones, but usually they are soft and argillaceous. They 
aie frequently stained by iron, and are often intersected by hard fer- 
ruginous bands of a dark brown colour. The sandstones are of every 
shade of colour, and vary greatly in character. They comprise fine grained 
micaceous beds, white in colour, with blotches and irregular streaks of red, 
and one of the most characteristic beds of the formation is a very fine 
argillaceous sandstone, hard, massive, and homogeneous, resembling a 
shale in structure, except that it exhibits no trace of lamination, yellow in 
colour below the surface, but becoming red when exposed. It passes into 
red shale. Another characteristic bed is a hard grey grit or sandstone, 
ringing under the hammer and breaking with a conchoidal fracture. The 
tla) s are red or green in colour, and chiefly prevail in the upper portions 
of the group. 

These typical beds, with the exception of the clays, are chiefly de- 
veloped nearNigpur. Elsewhere the Kdmthfs consist mainly of soft, porous 

i Pal Indtca^ series xn, III, pt ti, 17, (1880) 1 ^ Rfcotds^ VIII, 112, (1875). 

* Reco’^dSf IV, 30, (i87i) , IX, 305, (1872) \ 
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sandstone, brown or white in colour, and conglomeratic in places, often 
with hard, ferruginous bands, and a few red shales. Heie and there, 
however, a band of one of the characteristic rocks is met with towards the 
base of the formation. 


The chief peculiarity, which distinguishes the KSmthf group fiom the 
Rdniganj and Bijori groups, is the absence of carbonaceous mai kings. In 
other Damuda groups, with the exception of the ironstone shales, the 
remains of plants generally retain a portion of their original carbon, but 
this appears very rarelj to be the case amongst the Kamthfs. 

The thickness of the Kimthi group has not been determined, but it is 
undoubtedly considerable, probably 5.000 to 6,000 feet at least. The beds 
belonging to this group generally appear conformable to the Barakars, 
but it is extremely doubtful if the conformity is more than apparent, for 
the Kimthf beds overlap the Barakars in a most irregular manner, and 
the break in conformity between the tno is well marked in places. The 
Hingir beds, both near Sambalpur and in the T^lcher coalfield, certainly 
rest unconformably in places on the Barakar group.^ 

'I he fossil plants of the Kamthi group comprise the following species ? 


D. Phyllotheca indtca. 

D. Vertehraria indiea* 
Pecoptert$» sp. 

D. P. Glo&sopteris communis, 
DP- M indica, 

D. „ browniana. 

D. damudica, 

„ sfricttf. 


Glossopiefis mnsccfolia^ 

99 Upioneura* 

Gang mop feris hitghesi. 
Angiopieridtumy cf, marclell indu 
D. Macroicsniopieris dancBoides* 

D^ „ feddcni. 

Naggerathiopsis hislopi 


In the foregoing list the letter D prefixed to the name of a species 
signifies that it is also found in the Damuda series of Bengal, and the 
letter P that the same species is known from the Pdnchet group. Of the 
former, all are found in the Rdniganj group, but not all in the lower groups, 
one species Angioptertdmm macdellandi has been found in the RijmahAI 
group of the upper Gondwdnas. The character of the flora would lead us 
to regard it as hotnotaxial with the Riniganj group or possibly newer 
In the neighbourhood of Mingli, a small deserted village lying at 
the northern extremity of the Wardha Gondwina basin, about fifty miles 
south of Ndgpur and thirty-five north-west of Chanda, some quarries have 
long existed, from which a very fine red and yellow sandstone is obtained 
and employed In building, chiefly for ornamental purposes and for carv- 
ings. The stone is precisely similar to that of Silewdda and other 
typical exposures of the K4mthf group, near Ndgpur, and the coarser 
associated sandstones of Mi ngli differ in no way from the ordinary Kinithi 
grits. 


* Records, VIII, 113, (1875). 


^Pal, Indtca series x 11, III pt ij, 19, {1880). 
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The quarries of Mingli have become well known by name to Indian 
geologists, and even to those of other countries, having furnished to 
Mr. Hislop the first Labyrinthodont amphibian fossil {hrachiops laticeps) 
detected in India * They have also yielded a species of Estheria and a 
few plant remains. The latter are so poor that very little dependence can 
be placed upon their determination. One is believed to be coniferous, and 

has been referred to Palissya ;* another is a stem of 
a fern. 1 he species of Estheria has been named 
E. mangaliensis by Rupeit Jones.® A smaller 
variety closely resembles the Estheria found in 
the Pan chet group of Bengal and maybe identical, 
but the identification is not quite certain, as 
the Pinchet fossil is so poorly preserved that 
ti.— Estheria manfrait- some of the Specific characters, depending upon 
3 diameters)? the microscopical texture of the shell, cannot be 

ascertained* 



The uppermost beds of the lower Gondwdnas in the Sitpura range have 
been distinguished under the name of Almod from a village at the south 
base of the Pachmarhl escarpment The rocks consist of sandstones with a 
few carbonaceous shales, from which no fossils have been obtained. Their 
relations to the groups above and below require further investigation. No 
unconformity has been traced and their sole importance comes from their 
position between the Mahddevas and Damudas, and the consequent pos- 
sibility of their representing the Pdnchets of Bengal. 


The term Pinchet was originally applied to two groups of beds in 
the R^nfganj coalfield.* It is now restricted to the lower of these 
groups, the upper Pinchets of the Dimodar valley being referred to 
an upper Gondnina age, and ascribed to the Mahddeva series. The 
name was derived from an important zaminddri, which still com- 
prises a large tract in the southern portion of the Rinfganj coalfield and 
formerly included much more, and the same name is that of a large hill, 
the basal portion of which consists entirely of Panchet beds. 

The great mass of this group consists of thick beds of coarse felspathic 
and micaceous sandstones, often of a white or greenish white colour, with 
bands of red clay from a few inches to twenty feet in thickness. The felspar, 
in the sandstones, is occasionally undecomposed, which is never the case in 


* See Quart. Jour, Geol. Soc., X, 472, 

(1854); XI, 37. 0855 )- 

^ FeibtmanteU Records^ X, 26, (1877). The 
identification seems doubtful, for Sir Charles 
Banbury suggested the possibility of the same 


stem belonging to the Lycoi>od aceous genus 
Knorria, 

Pal, Sec ^ Mem. Foss. Esthsrise, p- 78* 
(1862). 

* Memoirs^ III, 30, ia6, 132, etc , (1863). 
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the Damudas, Conglomeratic beds sometimes occur in the upper portion 
of the group, but they are not common. At the base of the group grey 
and greenish grey sandstones and shales are usually found in very thin 
beds, and often highly micaceous. In places the greenish micaceous 
clays are met with higher in the group. 

The Pinchet rocks are distinguished from the typical Damudas by the 
presence of red clay and the absence of carbonaceous shales, and by the 
sandstone being, as a rule, much more micaceous. But rocks of the 
PAnchet character are found in parts of India interstratified with the 
Damudas, as in the Motur group. 

The thickness of the present group in the Dimodar valley nowhere 
exceeds about 1,800 feet. It rests with slight, but distinct, unconformity 
upon )the denuded surface of the Rdnfganj group, and in some places the 
PAnchets completely overlap that group and rest upon lower beds, the 
unconformity being most marked in the Bokdro coalfield. Fragments of 
coal and shale, apparently derived from the Damudas, have occasionally 
been found in the conglomerates of the Pinchet group. 

The most important remains of animals hitherto found in the lower 
Gondw^ina rocks have been derived from the Pinchets. In the upper 
portion of the group there is, in the Ranfganj coalfield, a well marked 
conglomeratic band containing reptilian and amphibian bones. These are 
isolated from each other and sometimes slightly rolled The specimens 
obtained have been examined and described by Prof. Huxley and Mr. 
Lydekker^ and comprise the folloviing forms, besides a few others whose 
affinities are doubtful. The plants were described by the late Dr. 
Fei<?tmantel * A dagger in the following list indicates species also found 
in the Damudas 


ANIMALIA. 

Amphibia— 

Labynnthodontia— 

Gomoglyptus longirostru. 

„ huxleyu 

Glyptognaikus fragtlis. 

Pachygonia incurntaia* 

Reptiua— 

Dicynodontia — 

Oicynodon orienialis. 

Ptychosiagum [PtycJwgnaihus) orient 
tale* 

Dinosauria — 

Epicamopdon {Anhistrodon) indicus* 
Crustacea — 

Estheria mangaliensis (?). 


PLANT,®. 
EauISPTACRiB — 

t ScJdeoneura gondioanensis, 
t Vertehraria indica, 

Filices^ 

Peropteris concinna, 

Cyclopteris (?) pachyrhaca, 
Thtnnfeldta^ cf. od ontopieroides. 
Oleandridium^ cf. stenoneuron* 
t GlossopUfis commums* 
t n indiccL 

t „ damudtca. 

T f, angusHfoUa, 

CYCADBACEiB — 

Scales. 

CONIPERB— 

t Samaropsts, cf. parvula. 


* PaU Indica^ series iv. Indian pretertiary ® Pal Indica^ series xii, III, pt. ii, pp. 51—56, 
Vertebrata. (1880}. 
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II.— The Upper GondwAna series. 

The unfossiliferous beds of the lower pait of the upper Gondwdnas 
have, in the more recent publications of the Geological Survey, been 
generally referred to under the name of Mahddeva. This name, first 
applied to the sandstone of the Pachmarhi hills, ^ was subsequently extend- 
ed so as to comprise all the beds of the Sitpura basin above the 
Damudas of the lower Denwa valley, except the Jabalpur group, and 
has u timately come to be a convenient, because indefinite, teim 
to apply to the soft sandstones and conglomerates, of obscure strati- 
graphical position, seldom containing any fossik except fragments of 
carbonised wood, which there is good reason to believe belong to the 
lower part of the upper Gondwinas, though they cannot be assigned with 
certainty to any particular horizon 

The MahAdeva rocks consist chiefly of veiy thick massi\e beds of 
coarse sandstone, grit, and conglomerate. These aie frequently ferrugin- 
ous, or marked with ferruginous bands, as in the KAmthfs, They are asso- 
ciated with clays, and occasionally with bands of impure earthy lime- 
stone. The sandstones form high ranges of hills, and often weather into 
vertical scarps of great height, forming conspicuous cliffs that contrast 
strongly with the black precipices of the Deccan traps and the rounded 
irregular masses of the more granitoid metamorphic rocks. 

In the typical area of the Sdtpura region the Mahddeva rocks attain 
a thickness of at least 10,000 feet, nine-tenths of which consist of coarse 
sandstone, grit, and conglomerate. 1 hey appear lo be unconformable to 
the underlying Damudas, as the series o\eilaps the upper members of 
the lower Gondwana series. 

In the Sdtpura region the Mah^deva formation has been subdivided 
into three groups, — the Bigra, Denwa, and Pachmarhi,— each of which re- 
quires a few remarks. 

'Ihe name of the Pachmarhi® group is derived from a village on the top 
of the hills of the same name, and the site of a sanitarium. The group con- 
sists of massive sandstone, whitish or browmish in colour, usually soft, often 
containing small subangular pebbles, and occasionally intersected by hard 
ferruginous bands. As a rule, the stratification is obscure, oblique lami- 
nation being common, and the different beds of which the group is 
composed exhibit great irregularity in superposition and often oveilap each 
other. The hard ferruginous partings are most irregularly interspersed 
throughout the mass, usually as thin beds, though not always perfectly 
parallel to the planes of stratification. Sometimes the impregnation with 
ii on is confined to pipes or nodules. Fiagments of these ferruginous bands 

* yioiif As Soc Beng,t XXV, 252, (1856), [ ^ Memotis^ X, 155, (1873) 

M^emotrs, II, 183, 315, (i860). J 
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are often scattered in quantities over the surface, and scivt to distinguish 
the outcrop of the Pachmaihf group from those of the underlying beds*^ 

The Pachmarhi group comprises, where thickest, 8,000 feet out of the 
10,000 found in the Mah^devas of the Sdtpdra hills. 

The middle group of the S^tpura Mahddevas is named * after a 
stream wliich lises on the south side of the Pachmarhi range and, 
turning round the eastern end of the ridge, foims its northern boundary 
throughout, falling finally into the Tdwa. The course of this stream, 
north of the Pachmarhi bills, is the area of the Denwa rocks, which, 
presenting a marked contrast to the massive Pachmarhi sandstone, are 
principally composed of soft clays, pale greenish yellow and bright red, 
mottled with white in colour, forming thick beds interstratified with 
discontinuous and subordinate bands of white sandstone, and very rare 
courses of earthy limestone. The sandstones are locally conglomeratic. 
In short, in mineral character the Denwa rocks are a repetition of the 
Mot«lr grojp in the middle of the Damuda seiies, and resemble the 
P^nchets of Bengal 

The thickness of these beds in the Denwa valley is about 1,200 feet 
They appear in places to pass into the underlying group, although they 
are quite distinct in the typical area. 

The Denwa group is the only one which can be correlated to those 
of other parts of India on palaeontological grounds Vertebrate remains 
have been found in it, and^ more abundantly in south Rewi, which show 
that it is the equivalent of the better known Kota-Maleri group of the 
Godivari valley. The name is consequently one wh*ch will probably drop 
out of use as the relations of the rock groups are more completely 
worked out. 

The uppermost group was named Bagra® from a hill fort built upon it, 
where the river Tawa cuts its w’ay through a spur of the Sitpura hills, 
south-east of HoshangdbSd. It is largely composed of conglomerates, 
often coarse, frequently wdth a deep red sandy matrix. It is more 
calcaieous than the other Mabade\a groups, and bands of calcareous sands 
and clays and limestones, sometimes dolomites, are of frequent occurrence. 
The group is very irregular in composition. The greatest thickness does 
not exceed 600 to 800 feet, and in places it overlaps the Denwa shales 
and rests directly on the Pachmarhi sandstones. 

The geneially unfossilifeious nature of the Mahideva beds, their soft- 
ness and case of weathering, render their recognition with certainty a 
matter of difficulty. In the coalfields of the Dimodar valley some soft 
pebbly sandstones, which were formerly regarded as upper P^nchet, are now 


^ It should not be forgotten that similar 
ferruginous layers are found in the Kdmthis. 


* ATemoirSt X, 153, (1873). 

* MemotfSi X, 150, (1873). 
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regarded as very probably Mahidevas. Their relations to the underlying 
rocks are difficult to make out, the junctions being greatly obscured by 
pebbles and detritus derived from the newer grits, but there appears to be 
some unconformity. 

In the Tdlcher field and in Chhatfsgarh the uppermost soft pebbly sand- 
stones are believed to be Mah^devas, but have not been coloured as upper 
Gondwdnas on the accompanying map, as their age has not been satisfac- 
torily established, and the outcrops are small* 

Mah^deva sandstones are found in the Narbada valley, running out 
from under the scarp of the Deccan trap at Bdrwai,^ and further west 
certain sandstones, underlying the cretaceous of the Narbadi valley, are 
probably of MahAdeva age, but as they have been held to be cretaceous 
the question of their age will be discussed when dealing with that 
system.* 


In the Rdjmahil hills the lower Gondw^nas are overlaid by a thick 
band of coarse sandstone, which w'as at first associated with the overlying 
beds, but has since been separated, as it is unconformable to them. It is 
lithologically very similar to some beds in the D^modar valley, which are 
believed to be of upper Gondwina age, and possibly is a representative 
of them. 

The Dubrdjpur group, as this band of sandstones and conglomerates 
is called, takes its name from a village^ in the R^jmahdl hills, situated 
about forty miles north by east of Suri. ITie component beds are sand- 
stones of several varieties, grits and conglomerates, for the most part ferru- 
ginous. Fine grained beds «are not common, although shaly sandstones 
are occasionally met with. Most of the coarser beds are ferruginous, and 
one form of conglomerate, of frequent occurrence, consists of quartz 
pebbles in a ferruginous matrix. A precisely similar bed is found in the 
supposed Mahddeva beds of the Dimods^r valley. 

Along the western scarp of the Rdjmahal hills the rocks of the Dubrajpur 
groqip test partly upon the Damudas and partly upon the metamorphic 
rocks, the Damudas (Bardkars) being repeatedly overlapped by the 
Dubrdjpur beds in a manner which shows the two to be quite unconform- 
able. The greatest thickness of the Dubrdjpur group in the Rdjmahdlarea 
does not exceed about 450 feet. Some specimens of a cycadeaceous plant 
{Ptilophyllum) were once found near the southern extremity of the hills 
in the uppermost beds underlying the Rajmahal trap, but there is some 
little doubt as to whether the fossiliferous band may not belong to the 
Rd.jmahAl series itself. 

1 VIII, 73, (1875). 

» Infra, p 253. 


Tndica, series ii, I, i, (1863); 
Memoirs, XIII, 198, (1877). 
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The RAjmahAl series derives its name from a range oi hills in Bengal, 
extending north and south from the Ganges to the neighbourhood of 
Suri in Birbhum^ and, unlike the other members of the GondwAna 
system is confined to the neighbourhood of the eastern margin of the 
Indian Peninsula. Some species of fossil plants, identical with RAjmahil 
forms, have been found in other localities, but they are either isolated, or 
associated with plants belonging to a different flora. 

In its typical locality the kijmahll ^^roup of the Rdjmahil series con- 
sists of a succession of basaltic lava flows or traps with interstratifications 
of shale and sandstone. The sedimentary bands are held to have been 
deposited in the intervals of time which elapsed between the volcanic out- 
bursts, by the circumstance that the different bands of shale and sandstone 
differ from each other in mineral character, and also that the upper surface 
of the shaiy beds has sometimes been hardened and altered by the contact 
of the overlying basalt, whilst the low’er surface is never affected. 1 he 
sedimentary bands are chiefly composed of hard white and grey shale, 
carbonaceous shale, white and grey sandstone, and hard quartzes e grit. 



Fig. 12.— Radiating columnar trap, Rdjmahdl hills. 

The trap rocks are all dark coloured dolerites. They vary in character 
from a fine grained, very tough and hard rock (anamesite), ringing under 
the hammer, and with the edges of its fracture almost as sharp as those 
of a quartzite, to a comparatively soft, coarsely crystalline basalt The 
latter usually contains olivine in large quantities. Many of the trap rocks 

As. Ssc. Senff., XXIII, 263. j 209, (1877) j /«d., serks 5*, I, i, (1863). 
(1854); ifentoirs, II, 313, (i860); XIII ' 
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are amygdaloidal, the enclosed nodules usually containing some form of 
quartz, either agate, chalcedony, or rock crystal. Occasionally, but less 
frequently, zeolites are found, stilbite being the commonest, natrolite less 
abundant, and analcime has also been detected. It is no*- usual to find the 
cavities lined with green earth, as is so fiequently the case amongst the 
amygdaloids of the Deccan trap. The basaltic flows above the sediment- 
ary bands are, as a rule, compact. 

Very little light is thrown on the source of the basaltic rocks by any 
observations within the Rijmahil area. Dykes are rare, and there is only 
one instance known of an intrusive mass which may mark the site of an 
old volcanic outburst. This is about 22 miles south south-east of Colgong 
on the Ganges, close to a place called Simra, where a group of small coni- 
cal hills occurs, composed of pinkish trachyte, porphyritic in places, and 
surrounded by Damuda rocks. The surface of the ground is much ob- 
scured by superficial deposits, but there appears good »'eason for suppos- 
ing that the core of a volcanic vent is here exposed. It appears not an 
unfrequent occurrence that the later outbursts from a volcano are more 
silicious than earlier eruptions, and that a volcanic core, even when the 
lava flow shave been doleritic, should itself prove trach)tic, when exposed by 
denudation This may be due to the solution of the highly silicious meta- 
morphic rocks through which the outburst took place by the molten lava 
remaining in the fissure after the eruption, and the consequent conversion 
of that lava from a basic into an acid rock. 

Trap dykes and intrusions, believed to be of Rdjmahdl age, are 
abundant in the coalfields of the Dimodar valley, and both dykes and cores 
of basalt aie common in the portion of Birbhdm lying south w^est of the 
Rdjmahdl hills It is possible that the principal vents lay in this direction 
or they may have been in the region now covered by the Ganges alluvium. 
The difficulty of determining the original source of eruptive rocks wall be 
again illustrated in the case of the Deccan tiaps.^ 

The bedded basaltic traps of the Rdjmahdl hills, with their associated 
sedimentary beds, attain a thickness of at least 2,000 feet, of which the 
non-volcanic portion never exceeds ico feet in the aggregate. They rest 
with general parallelism on the grits and coarse sandstones of the 
Dubrijpur group, but nevertheless several instances of overlap take place, 

* Some doubt still attaches to the deter Ik ns of these traps in the field cannot be said 
mmation of the true age of the R^jmahdl to have been so close as to preclude the pos- 
traps Detailed examination has shown that bihility that the supposed interbedded traps 
a close lithological resemblance exists be- are really intruded along the planes of bed* 
tween them and the Deccan traps , Records^ ding. Ihe correhtion of the Rd^mabdl traps 
XX, 104, (1887),^ XXII, 226 (18S9). This with the Sylhet traps is an important point, 
is not, however, in itself sufficM»nt to prove a,s (if it is correct) the former must be 
their contemporaneity On the other hand o’der than the Deccan trap period, 
the eximination of the stratigraphical rela 
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and, in one locality at least, there is evidence of the DiabrAjpur beds having 
been denuded before the deposition of the Rdjmahdl group 

From the extent of the area throughout which these dykes are de- 
veloped, conclusions may be drawn as to the original limits of the volcanic 
action coincident with the period of deposition of the RijmahSl group. 
The number of trap dykes gradually diminishes in the coalfields of the 
Ddmodar valley from east to west, until finally, in the Karanpur£ field 
south-west of HazdribAgh, volcanic intrusions disappear almost entirely, 
and none appear to be known further west, until basaltic dykes of different 
age, which apparently are contemporaneous with the much newer 
Deccan trap, make their appearance. Outside of the coalfields it is 
difficult to distinguish the dykes belonging to the RAjmahdl period from 
older eruptions, but there is not the same abundance of extensive basaltic 
intrusions in southern Monghyr, Hizanbigh, and Chuti^ Ndgpur as in 
Bfrbhdm. So far as can be judged, the region immediately north of the 
Raniganj coalfield was one of the foci of eruption and it is far from im- 
probable that the bedded traps of the RAjmahal hills had originally a 
considerable extension to the south-west and south, though, as no single 
outlier has been preserved, it is impossible to feel j»ure of the inference. 
There is, however, considerable probability that a large tract in the 
Damodar valley, including the whole Rdnfganj field may have been once 
covered with bedded traps. 

The great difference of age between the Rijmabil group on the 
one hand and all the lower Ooudwina rocks, including the Damudas 
and Pdnchets, on the other, is well illustrated by the change in the 
flora and by the very much greater amount of disturbance to which the 
Damuda rocks have been subjected. The RijmahAl traps are almost 
horizontal, and no faults have been observed in them, while the dykes 
which abound in the RAnfganj field, and are almost certainly of RAjmahil 
age, are newer than the faults of the coalfield. 

By far the greater part of the Rdjmahal fossils have been obtained 
from two bands of fine grained whitish or greyish shales — the upper 25 
to 30 feet thick, the lower 10 to 15, — separated from each other by 
lava flow, and having other beds of trap, with intercalations of sandstone 
and shale, above and below. 

The following is a list* of those hitherto described from this group •— 


Equisetaceje — 
Equiseium rajmahalensc, 
Filices — 

Sphenopteris atgufa* 


Filices, — c & nid . 
Sphenopteris htdopi, 

99 membranosUrn 
Dicksonia btndrabunensis* 


* The list is taken from O. Feistmantel, 
Pal. Indtca, series it, 1 , 143, (1877). 
case of Thinnfeldia salictfolta^ Dietyosamties 
fedcatus and Echtnostrobus tndicust the 


original specific names have been restoi ed in 
place of P. indica D. indicus and E. rat- 
makalensisy as there does not seem to be suffi. 
cient reason for the change. 


N 
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FiiiCES — conti 

Hym'*nophyllites bunbitryanus* 
Cyclopteris oldhami, 
Thtnnfdiia salicifolia. 
Alethopteris indica. 

Asplemtes macraearptts. 
Pecopietis l&bata 
Gleichenia hindrahitnensis^ 
AngiopUridivm macctellandi, 

„ spathulatum. 

„ ens7s. 

Macrotaniapieris lata, 

„ crassineyvts^ 

,, ovata, 

„ worrisu 

Danceopd^ rajmahalensis. 

Cycadeace-e— 

Pterophyllum iistam* 

„ earteriatzum. 

gg morrisianum^ 

gg medlicottia n u m, 

„ princeps* 

,, crassum* 


Cy C 4DE ACE -ffi -~contd. 
Pterophyllum rajmahalenso^ 

„ Jissum. 

„ cf. propinquum. 
Zamites proxtmus^ 
Ptilopkyllum acutifolium. 

gg cuichense. 
Otogamites Bengal ensts, 
gg abbrematus. 

gg oldhami. 

Dicfyosa mites falcatus, 
Cycadites eonfertus, 
gg rajmahalensis, 
Cycadtnocarpvs rajmahalensis, 
Williamsoma mtcrops, 
Ptilophyllum cf. W* gigas, 

CONIFERi&— 

Palissya indica, 
gg conferia. 

Chirolepis gracilis. 
Cunninghamites dubiosus. 
Eckinostrobus indtcns. 


The first thing which must strike any one in looking over the above 
list is the great change in forms of life between the upper and lower 
GondwAna series, so far as we are yet acquainted with them. It is 
highly probable that intermediate beds may hereafter be found, but for the 
present there seems to be, in Bengal at least, just as great a break in the 
flora as in the stratigraphy* The most striking distinction is that the 
prevalent forms in the lower Gondwdnas are Equisetaceas and ferns of the 
Glossopteris type, Cycadeaceas being rare, whilst in the upper Gondwanas, 
and especially in the Rdjmahdl group, Cycadeaceac prevail, their individual 
abundance being so great that they frequently form the mass of the 
vegetation. In fact, the cycads, and especially Ptilophyllum acutifolium 
are just as abundant and characteristic in the Rdjmahdl group, as 
Glossopteris and Vertebraria are in the Damudas, 


The Rajmahdl beds are represented along the east coast by a series of 
small outliers, most of them too small to deserve detailed notice here, which 
are interesting, as they appear to comprise some rock groups of later age 
than the Rdjmahdl, and contain marine fossils associated with the plants. 

The most northerly of these is the Athgarh basin, a tract of sandstone, 
some twenty miles long from north to south, and eighteen miles from east 
to west close to the town of Cuttack, on the western margin of the alluvial 
plain. Some catbonaceous shale, occurring in the lower portion of the 
sandstones,, has been supposed to indicate the presence of Barakar beds, 
but no Damuda fossils have been found- The relations of the remaining 
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part of the locksare very obscure, and they were believed to be ot Kimthf 
age till the discoveiy of characteristically Rijmah^l fossils in them.^ 


On the right bank of the Godivari, near Thalapudi, about 
ten miles above Rajimahendri, a well marked belt of upper Gondw 5 na 
beds commences, w'hich extends for sixty miles, from the Godavari to be- 
)ond GolapilH west of Ellore. The width of this belt varies from ten to 
fifteen miles. There is a general dip to south-east or east-south-east at 5® 
to 10^, and the beds rest unconformably, throughout a considerable portion 
of their area, upon various members of the K^mthf group, but they 
overstep this group, both to the east and w^est, and rest upon a sloping 
floor of gneiss, which has the appearance of a plane of marine denu- 
dation formed after the deposition of the Kdmthf rocks, as the latter 
rest upon a much more uneven surface of the metamorphic formations. 
This appearance of resting upon a surface which had been fashioned 
by denudation after the deposition of the lower Gondwdna beds, quite 
agrees with the peculiar distribution of the Rdjmahdl group and its 
associates, which evidently were accumulated in a distinct area from 
that in w'hich the Gondwdna beds of the Godavari valley w^ere deposited. 
To the south-east the upper Gondwina beds of the Ellore area disappear 
beneath the Cuddalore sandstones and the alluvial deposits of the 
Godivari delta, except west of Rijdmahendri, Avhere the Gondwdnas are 
covered by outliers of the Deccan traps. 

The rocks of the Ellore area are peculiarly interesting, because they 
appear to contain representatives of groups higher than the Rdjmah^Is, 
associated with beds in which the typical Rdjmahdl flora is well preserved. 
Dr. King, who surveyed the rocks of the Godavari district, classed the 
upper Gondw 4 na beds in three subdivisions, thus distinguished in de- 

scending order :* Tripetty sandstones. 

2. Ragavapuram shales. 

3. GolapilH sandstones* 


The GolapilH sandstones consist of brown and red sandstones and 
conglomerates which form a broad plateau near GolapilH, capped by 
conglomerates and gravels, probably belonging to the Cuddalore 
sandstones. 

The following plant fossils have been obtained from the Golapilli 
beds ^ 


Filices— 

Alethopieris indica* 
Pecopteris macrocarpa* 


Filices,— contd. 

AngiopUndium ensis. 

spatkulatum» 


^ Feistmantel, Recotds^ X, 68, (i 77), Pal, 
Indica^ secies xii, 1 , 187. (i879)l 


* Records t X, 56, (1880) ; Memoirs^ XVI, 
21 1, (1889). 

* Pal, Indica, se ies ii I, 163, (1877). 
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CADE AC E^— 

Piilopliyllum acutifolium. 

„ ctttchense^ 

Dictyozamites indicus, 
Pieropkyllunt moirrisianwn, 
„ cayierianum, 

,, kirgtanum^ 

« distans. 


CyCAD EACE.® — 

Wtlliamsonia gigas. 

CONll-ER®— 

Pnlissya conferta. 

„ tndica* 

CkeiroleptSi cf . muensten, 
Araucarites macroptei us. 


All the above, with the exeption of Pterophyllum kingianum, the 
CheiroLepis and Araucarites macropterus are characteristic R^jmahil 
forms. 


Resting npom the Golapilli beds, in the weigbbourhood of Ellore, there 
is found a thin band of white and buff shales, having a few interstratifica- 
tions of sandstones towards the base, not more than loo feet thick. No 
unconformity has been detected between these shales and the GolapiUi 
sandstones, but there appears to be some difference in the flora, for, while 
the plants of the Golapilli standstones are all R^jmah^l forms, except a 
few species peculiar to the beds, the flora of the overlying shales com- 
prises, in addition to several forms common to the beds below, a few 
species allied to Jabalpur plants. The shales have been called Ragava- 
puram, from a village situated about twenty-six miles north-north-east of 
Ellore. A list of the plants will be found in the tabular statement on 
page 183. 

With the plants are some marine shells, chiefly casts, amongst which 
are some Ammonites^ apparently allied to middle jurassic species, the 
principal form being near A, opts, but distinguished by having the ribs 
simple throughout. A. opts belongs to the subgenus Stephanoceras, and 
to the group of A, macrocephalus, and is found in the Chiri and Katrol 
beds of Cutch (callovian and oxfordian). Besides the ammonites, Leda^ 
Pecten^ GervilUa, etc., occur, the Leda being especially common and 
characteristic. 

Above the shales just noticed there is another thin band of dark brown 
and red sandstones and conglomerates, chiefly ferruginous, with silicious 
and argillaceous bands, and beds of concretionary clay ironstone named 
from a pagoda called Chinna (little) Tirupati (Tripetty), which stands 
upon a scarp composed of them, about twenty miles north-north-east of 
Ellore. Towards the bottom these sandstones become softer and less 
ferruginous. In the main area, near Ellore, these Tiripetty beds are only 
40 feet in thickness^ 

The Tripetty beds in the main area have only yielded fossil wood, 
but from some outlying patches, near Innaparazp^laydm about twenty-four 
miles north by east of Cocondda, supposed to belong to tire same band, Dr^ 
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King obtained two F rigoni ^, — 71 smeei^A T. ventrtcosa^---hoil[ioi which 
are characteristic of the Umia beds of Cutcli. 

The sequence of upper Gondwiaa beds ia the neighbourhood of Ellore 
is very instructive. The whole series rests uncooformably on the Kimthis 
(lower Gondwina), and although the whole thickness of the upper Gond- 
w4na series is trifling, apparently not exceeding 200 or 30a feet, it com- 
prises representatives of the Rijmahil and Umia groups, and of an inter- 
mediate formation. Yet these thin bands exhibit no marked unconformity. 
The middle group is overlapped at both ends, it is true, but there is no sign 
of any important break. It is clear that the country must have undergone 
very little disturbance in the interval between the deposition of the diffei- 
ent grmfps, and, judging from this instance, it is impossibl:* to argue from 
the small amount of discordance between successive subdivisions of the 
Gondw£na series, that the period of time which elapsed between the differ- 
ent groups was of small amount. No notice would, in all probability, ha\e 
been taken of the distinctions between the different beds at Ellore, but 
for the fossils, and many similar .<?ubdivisions might be practicable in such 
groups as the Kimthi or Pachmarhf if the strata were fossiliferous. 


South of the Kistna river Mr. Foote has detected a threefold division 
of the Gondwdna beds, similar to that of the Ellore region, and has distin- 
guished the groups seen near Ongole as follows : — ^ 

3. Pivulur sandstones. 

2, Vexndvaram shales 
z« Budavida sandstones. 

Besides numerous remains of marine organisms, not yet determined, 
which have been obtained from the two lower groups, the Vemdvaram 
shales have yielded a tolerably rich flora of a type similar to those of the 
Ragavapuram and Sripermatur groups. To avoid needless repetition of 
names and to exhibit more clearly the relationships of the flora of these 
groups, they have been combined in the tabular statement on page 183, from 
which it w'ill be seen that nearly half the Ragavapuram species are also 
found in the Vemdvaram beds, and that the relationship of the floras to 
those of the Rdjmahal and Jabalpur groups is very similar in each case. 
It is, therefore, tolerably certain tliat the similarity of grouping of the beds in 
the two areas is not merely accidental, but that the three groups in each 
region are respectively equivalents of each other. 

The only VemAvaram fossil, apart from the plant remains, which has been 
determined, is a macrurous crustacean regarded by Dr. Feistmantel * as 

* XVI, 69, (1880). 

X, 193, (1877). The locality is 
there given by mistake as Sripermatur. The 


correct locality is given by Mr. Foote in Ms^ 
moirs, XVI, 63, (1S79). 
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probably identical with the Hassic Eryon harroviensis. There are, however 
some important differences which make the specific identity of the two 
forms doubtful. 

The upper Gondwdna beds near Madras are divided into two groups,* 
the lower of which has been named from Sripermatur, a town 25 miles 
west-south- west of Madras and a well known locality for fossil plants. 
The group is composed of white shales, containing plants, associated with 
sandstones, grits and micaceous sandy shales. Corglomerates occur, espe- 
cially towards the base, where they are coarse and occasionally contain 
boulders of great size, but all the conglomerates are loose in texture and 
not compact. A boring recently put down at Place’s garden near Madras 
has penetrated beds of carbonaceous shale, overlapped at the surface, 
which have raised hopes of finding workable coal. It is not at present 
known whether these belong to an outlier of the lower Gondwdnas or not. 

It is in the Sripermatur shales that the fossils of the group are found. 
They consist of both animals and plants. The shells are ill preserved and 
have not been determined. They comprise two or three species of Am^ 
moniies and several lamellibranch bivalves. The Cephalopoda were regard- 
ed by Dr. Waagen ® as resembling neocomian rather than Jurassic forms, 
but the species cannot be determined, owing to the poor state of preserv- 
ation, too much weight must not be attached to the opinion, though 
it is of interest in connection with the resemblance between the RdjmaMl 
series and the Uitenhage series of South Africa, now regarded as neo- 
comian in age. The occurrence of Jrigonia smeei T. ventrico 5 a,hQi\x 
South African Uitenhage species in the outlier north of Coconadn, has 
already been mentioned, and it is not necessary to make any further refer- 
ence to this subject here, as it will be more fully treated of in the next 
chapter. 

The Sripermatur group is overlaid by a set of beds of coarse compact 
conglomerate, with intercalated sandstones and grits, which have been dis- 
tinguished as the Sattavddu group, from a series of moderately elevated 
ridges of the same name, lying about thirty-five miles north-west of Madras. 
Only imperfectly preserved plant remains have been obtained from the 
Sattavedu beds. The junction with the Sripermatur beds is ill seen, the 
groups appear to be conformable, and it is doubtful whether there is suffi- 
cient justification for the separation of the upper beds as a separate group. 

The upper Gondwinas of the Trichinopoli district occur as narrow 
outcrops along the western edge of the cretaceous beds, which they se- 
parate from the gneissose rocks, being quite unconformable to both. The 


i Memoirs X, 64, (1873). 


I * Pal, Indica, series ix, p. 236, (1875). 
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Tabular Statement skewing the distribution of the fossil plants of the 
Raoavapuram^ Vetndvaram^ SripermaHr groups, and Utaiiir beds 
of the Rajmakdl series,^ 

[t Signifies that the species is also found in the Rajnnahal group* ia the Jabalpur groups 
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most important of the outcrops is that near Utatur, and the rocks consist 
chiefly of soft sandy clays and micaceous shales, with sandstones and a 
coarse conglomerate of rounded gneiss pebbles at the base.^ 

The Utatiir outcrops are the most southerly known to be of Gond\A 4 na 
age, but Mr. Foote has recorded some exposures of shales and conglomer- 
ates in the Madura district which closely resemble the beds of the coastal 
Gondwanas. No fossils were, however, found, so the identification is not 
fully established. 

Reference has already been made to the resemblance between the floras of 
the Ragavapuram, Vemdvaram,Sripermat6r groups, and of the Utatur out- 
crops and, to save repetition, a separate list of fossils has not been given in 
each case, but the whole united in the tabmlar statement on the previous page. 
From this it will be seen that not only are there a certain number of forms 
common to two or more of the groups^ but that in each case the flora is 
characterised by a large proportion of RijmahAI species, and a much smaller 
proportion of forms that are only known from the Jabalpur and Umia groups. 
Apart from the presence of Jabalpur species, and species peculiar to these 
outliers, their flora is distinguished from the true R^jmahil flora by tbe 
absence of broad leaved TaBniapterideas^SiXiA the greater abundance of certain 
forms, such as Angtopieridium spaihulatum and Dictyozamiies indica^ 
'which though represented in the Rdjmahdl beds, are found only in a 
smaller proportion,^ The presence of the genus Macrotseniopteris in the 
Utatur beds, and the smaller proportion of purely Jabalpur species, may show 
that they are nearer in age to the Rajmahdl group than the others, but, 
with this possible exception, we may take the groups as being at any 
rate approximately of the same age, intermediate between that of the 
RSjmahil and Jabalpur groups, as is shown in the tabular statement 
on page 156, 


In the Godavari valley the principal representatives of the upper Gond- 
winas are the Kota and Mal6ri groups, more commonly referred to as the 
Kota-Mal6ri group, the name being derived from those of two villages 
long known to Indian geologists, the former by the discoveries of 
lish teeth and fossil fish by Dr. Walker and Dr. Bell® in 1851, the latter 
by the late Revd. S. Hislop's discovery of reptilian bones.* The village of 
Kola is on the left bank of the Prdnhita or Waingangd, about 8 miles 


* H. F. Bl«tnford, Memohs^ IV, 39, (1863), 
R. B. Foote, Records^ XI, 247, (1878). 

* Rah Indtcuy series ii, I, 199, (1879). 

* Qaaii Jour. Geol, Soc, VII, 272, (1831); 


VIII, 230, (1852); IX. 351, (1853); X, 371, 
(1854)- 

^ Quart, your, Geol, Soc , XX, 280, (1864) 
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above its junction with the Goddvari. Maleri is about 32 miles north-west 
of SironchS 

The combined group, usually spoken of as a whole, is slightly, but dis- 
tinctly, unconformable to the underlying KAmthfs, and is divided into two 
subgroups, which were separately mapped by Dr. King.^ The lower, or 
Mal6ri, consists essentially of bright red coloured clays, interbedded with 
softj light coloured and open textured sandstones subordinate in thickness 
to the clays. The fossils are found in the red clays, coprolites being 
much the most abundant ; besides them three species [of Ceratodus and 
two genera of reptiles, Hyperodapedon and Parasuchus^ have been 
distinguished. 

The Kota subgroup, which overlies the Maldri, consists principally of 
coarse, loosely compacted sandstones, with some subsidiary bands of shale, 
and three very strong bands of limestone, from w'hich all the animal remains 
have been obtained, the few plants being all derived from sandstone 
bands. 

Though the distinction between these two subgroups is traceable in the 
field, they are so closely associated that the fauna may be treated as a 
whole and, as the few fossils of the Mal6ri subgroup have already been 
mentioned, there will be no difficulty in separating them in the subjoined 
ist of the fauna and flora of the combined group 


Crustacea — 

Estherxa hotakensis, 
Candona kotahends. 
Insecta— 

Undetermined — 
Pisces — 

Lepidotus deccanensU, 

99 longiceps* 

99 breviceps, 

9* pachylepis, 

„ calcaratus* 
Teiragonolepts oldkamu 
99 analts. 


ANIMALIA. 

Pisces --contd. 

Tetragonolepisr ugosus 
Dapedius egertonu 
Ceratodus hunterianuSm 
„ nislopianus* 
n vtrapa^ 
Reptilia— 

Hyperodapedon huxleyi. 

99 sp. 
Pachygonia incurvata^ 
Belodon^ sp. 

Parasuchus hislopi. 
MassospondyluSf sp. 


Fieices — 

Angiopieridium spathulaium* 

CYCADEACEiE — 

* t Ptilophyllum aeuttfoliunu 
CycadiUs, sp. 


PLANTi^:. 

C0NIPER2S. 

t Paltssya cortf erta. 

♦ ,, jabalpurends* 

* t 99 indiccu 

t Cheirolepis, cf muensteri* 

♦ Araucarites cuickensts. 


* Memoirs, XVIII, 267, (1881). 
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Ill the list an asterisk prefixed to a species shows that it is also knov\ n 
from the Jabalpur group, a dagger that it is found in the Rijmahil group of 
the RAjmahdl hills, or, in the case of Cheirolepts muensteriy in the GolapilH 
beds. With the exception of the last mentioned species, all the plants are 
found in the SripermattSr or some of the other groups of the same age on 
the east coast. We may consequently regard the Kota-Mal6ri beds as 
somewhat later in age than the RajmahAl group, and nearly equivalent to 
the Sripermatur, though possibly somewhat newer. 

The palaeontological relations of the animal remains will be treated in 
the next chapter, and all that need be noted here is the occurrence of the 
PSnehet form Pachygonia incurvata. The animal is believed to be speci- 
fically,^ certainly generically, identical with that of the Pinchet group, and 
its presence here along w itfi a flora which indicates a much newer age is 
remarkable. 

The discovery of animal remains in the Denw^a group of the Sitpuras 
and south Rewa has been already noticed. In the former area they are 
represented by scutes and vertebrae of Parasuchus and Mastodonsau rusy 
in the latter by remains of two species of Hyperodapedon and 'Parasuchus. 
The material is not sufficient for establishing those specific identifications 
which would alone allow us to assign the groups to the same horizon, but 
the resemblances are suggestive and the position of the Denwa group, 
below the Jabalpur and separated from it by the Bagra group, places it 
stratigraphically on very much the same horizon as is indicated by the plant 
fossils of the Kota-Maleri group. 


Resting on the Kota-Mal^ri beds is a group, which was separated by 
Dr. King* under the name of Chikiila, from a village of that name situated 
close to their boundary, though actually upon the Kota sandstones. They 
extend along the eastern side of the Gondwina outcrop, with a width of 
eight to ten miles, for nearly seventy miles, from Rebni in the Wardhi basin 
to the reach of the Godivari below Enchapalli, 

The group is composed of soft sandstones and heavy bands of conglo* 
merates of white quartz pebbles. Clay bands and seams of shale are fre- 
quent and the group is very ferruginous, the iron ore is collected and 
worked into iron to a considerable extent. 

The relations of this group to the Kota-Maldri are obscure, but there 
appears to be a slig;ht unconformity. It was believed by Dr. King, on 
the ground of its lithological similarity, to represent the Tripetty sand- 
stones of the coastal region — a correlation which is not inconsistent with 
its relations to the Kota-Maldri group. 

Lydekker, ^etofd$y X, 34, (1877), XV, [ « Memcif^y XVIII, 140, (1881). 
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In the first account of the central portion of the Narbada vallej'/ a 
group of rocks was distinguished as ^ upper Damuda.*' It was, however, 
pointed out at the time that this group was not only unconformable to 
the Mower Damuda,^but that it contained a very different flora. When 
a true upper Damuda group was subsequently found in the Raniganj coal- 
field, it became desirable to distinguish the Narbada beds by a different 
name, and as they are well developed in the immediate vicinity of Jabal- 
pur, they have been named from that town. 

The Jabalpur group consists of clays, shales, and earthy sandstones, 
with some thin beds of coal. The clays and soft shales, which are the 
most characteristic beds of the formation, are pale coloured, usually white, 
pale lavender grey, or pale red. The sandstones are generally coarse and 
conglomeratic. Carbonaceous shales are met with in several places, and 
occasionally one or more thin bands cf jet-coal, very different in character 
from the coal of the Damuda formation. Limestone is rare. At the base 
of the formation, when resting upon gneissic rocks, there is frequently 
found a coarse, compact sandstone, so hard and compact as almost to 
resemble a quartzite. It is often conglomeratic, and the matrix contain- 
nigthe pebbles consists of white earthy rock in a porcellanic condition. 
Occasionally, but rarely, this bed is calcareous. 

The thickness of the Jabalpur group does not appear to have been 
determined with any accuracy. It is, however, of no great vertical extent, 
and so far as is known nowhere exceeds 1,000 feet. The relations of 
the Jabalpur group to the underlying Mahddevas have not been examined 
in detail, but they appear to be generally conformable. 

The following is a list of the fossils found in this group, those found 
also in the Umia beds of Cutch being marked with an asterisk, whilst those 
met with in the Rdjmahil group are distinguished by a dagger * — 


Filices— 

t Sphmopieris, cf. arguta. 

Dick^onia^ sp. 

Aleihopteris lobifolici, 

,, medlicottiana* 

„ •wkitbj ensis, 

Macrot^eniopieris satpurensh, 
GlossopUris cf. communis^ 
SaqenopUriSi so. 

^ J. G. Medlic *tt, Memoirs^ II, 176, (i860). 
The Jabalpur formation was at this time not 
clearly distinguished in places from the Mahd- 
devds, the former being supposed to be the 
lower ; in reality the Jabalpur formation is not 
only newer than the Mahddeva, but it appears 
be the latest member of the whole Gond- 


Cycadeace^— 

Podossamites lanceolatus* 

„ spathulaius. 

hacketu 
Otosamiies hislopL 
„ gracilis, 

„ distaiis, 

„ angustaius, 

Pierophyllum nerbuddaicum, 

wdiia series, with the possible exception of 
the Umia group of Cutch, or of some of the 
uppermost groups of the east coast. Further 
accounts of the Jabalpur group will be found 
in Records, IV, 7 S» (1871) » Memoirs, X, 
142, (1873). 

* PaL Indica, series xi, II, 83, (1877). 
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CtCADEACEiB— COtlH, 

» t Ptilophyllum cutchense. 

♦ t „ acutifoliuM^ 

t WilUamsoma, c£. 

CydadiUs^ cL gramneus. 

Conifer-®— 

* t P^lissya indicn, 

„ jdbalpurMh* 


Conifer®— contd, 

* Arauoarites cuichensis* 
Brachyphyllum mammillare, 

* Echinostrobus expanses, 
Echinostrobus rhombtcus, 
Taxites tenerrimus* 

Gingko lohata* 

PkonicopsiSf sp. 
Cgekan^VJshia, sp. 


It will be seen that nearly as many R£jmah41 as Umia species, five of the 
former and six of the latter, are found in the Jabalpur group, so far as the 
flora has hitherto been determined. It should, however, be remembered 
that the known species of the Rijmah^l flora are nearly fifty in number, 
while those of the Umia flora are much less numerous, about twenty-two.^ 
Moreover, the Jabalpur beds are distinguished by a conspicuous want of 
many of the commonest and most characteristic R^jmahdl plants, such as 
the broad leaved species of Pterophyllum. 

On the whole, the Jabalpur beds are probably on nearly the same 
horizon as the Umia beds of Cutch, but possibly represent a period inter- 
mediate between the Umia and Rajmahil groups, though nearer to the 
former. At the same time the circumstance that no representative of the 
Jabalpur flora has yet been found on the east margin of the Indian Penin- 
sula, to which the Rdjmahil flora is confined, suggests that the distinction 
may be due to the beds having been formed in different botanical regions. 
Bearing in mind, however, the large amount of evidence which exists to 
show that the greater part, if not the whole, of India proper was a land 
area in Gondwdna times, this idea of the country having been divided into 
distinct botanical regions is less probable than the theory of a difference 
in age between the Rijmahil and Jabalpur groups. 


The plant bearing beds of the Umia group in Cutch are only mentioned 
here because of their relations to the uppermost beds of the Gondwdna 
series. The name Umia is derived from a village about 50 miles north- 
west of Bhdj, the chief town of Cutch. The group will receive a fuller 
description under the head of the Jurassic formations, and an account will 
there be given of its mineral character and animal fossils,® 

The special interest of this group in connection with those just enu- 
merated is due to the fact that beds containing plants, several of which 
are identical with those of the Jabalpur beds, are interstratified with rocks 
yielding marine fossils. 

^ Dr. Feifitmantel enumerates twenty*eight [ Rnd others stems not identified generically. 
in his Memoir, hot some are only varieties 1 * p* 223. 
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The following is a list of the plants from the Umia beds,* a dagger in- 
dicating species fcnnd in the Jabalpur group : — 


Alg.®— 

(?) Chondrites dichotomus, 
Filices— 

Oleandridium mtiatum, 
Tmiiopteris densinervis, 
^Aleihopteris •whitbyensis* 
Fecopieris tenera* 

Pachypieris specifica. 

n brevipinnata^ 
AciinopieriSi sp, 
Cycadeace®^ 
fPtilophyllum cutckense, 
t M acutifolium, 

„ hrachyphyllum. 


Cycadeji CE®— 

Otosamites contiguus, 

M imbricatus. 

5, cf. goldioei^ 

Cyeadites cuichensis* 
Cycctdolepsis pilosa, 
WilUamsonia blanfordL 
Conifer® — 

Palissya bhoojoorensis. 
t n cf- indica, 

9, cf* laxa, 

Pachypkyllum divaricaium. 
’fEckinostrobus expansus. 
fAraucarites cutchensis. 


At a somewhat lower horizon in the rocks of Cutch, a few plants have 
been found near a village named Narha, in the northern part of the prov* 
ince, in beds ioterstratified with the Katrol group, the Cephalopoda of 
which are considered by Dr. Waagen as corresponding to those of the 
Kimmeridge and Upper Oxford beds of Europe. These plants consist of 
the following species*; — 


Sphenopteriss cf. arguta^ Otosamites^ cf. contiguus. 

Aleihopteris whitbyensis* Araucarites cutchensis* 

The three last are apparently identical with species found in the Umia 
beds, whilsn Spkenopteris arguta is an English lower oolite species, found 
also in the Jabalpur and Rijmahdl groups. The Alethopteris and Arau- 
carites are also Jabalpur 'forms. This evidence, so far as it goes, tends 
to show a great persi.stency in the flora, and it may indicate that the 
Jabalpur beds are a little older than the Umia group, since the connection 
of the flora found in the Katrol beds of Narha with that of the Jabalpur 
group is quite as strong as with the Umia plant fossils. 


In northern Kitbiiwir a series of soft white and ferruginous sand- 
stones, with pebbly bands, is exposed, of which a few fossil plants have 
been obtained, which are comprised in the following list, 3 an asterisk and 
dagger indicating species that are also found in the Umia and Jabalpur 
groups respectively : — 


Filices— 

^ t Alethopteris v}hitb^ensis* 
Pecopteris^ sp. 
TcsKiopteris^ sp. 
Cycadbace®— 

t Podosamites lanceolatus. 
* t Ptilophyllum cu ckense* 


Conifer®— 

t Palissya jabalpuren sis. 
t Taxites tenerrimus, 

• t Echinostrobus expansus. 

* t Araucarites cutchensis. 


* Pal. Indica^ series xi, II, 63, (1876). j series xi, 11, 80, (1876), 

* Jtfemcirs, IX, 213, (1872) ; Pal, Indica^ * * Memoirs, XXI, 8s^2> (1884). 
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The KAthiiwir beds have been regarded as the equivalents of the Umia 
group in Cutch, and the lithological resemblance and geographical prox- 
imity are certainly in favour of correlating them with the only group, of the 
more extended series, which appears to have been deposited under similar 
conditions, but four of the seven species of plants recognised are found both 
in the Umia and Jabalpur groups and three in the latter alone. The 
palaeontological relationship] is consequently closer with the more geo- 
graphically remote beds, and if the K^thidv\ir sandstones are the equi- 
valents of the Umia group, they indicate a greater approximation in age 
between the latter and^the Jabalpur group than a direct comparison of the 
two floras would necessarily implj. 



Ptdopbylloin catcliense l£orr 


Pachyphyltam dtvaneatam Boob 


Oleaadndtum nttatam 
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CUTCH (UMIA) FOSSIL PLANTS. 




CHAPTER VIII. 


HOMOTAXIS OF THE GONDWANA SYSTEM. 

Comparison of Gondwdna and European floras — Palaeontological relations of the animal re* 
mains ^Asiatic representatives of the GondT^dna system — Representatives of the Gond- 
wina system in Australia and in South Africa— Correlation of the rock groups in the four 
continents — A former land connection between India and Africa— Bearing on the doctrine 
of the permanence of oceans — and on the hypothesis of secular variations in latitude. 

In the preceding chapters all reference to the very interesting question 
of the age of the Gondwdna system, as compared with the geological se- 
quence in Europe, has been purposely omitted. The subject is one whose 
interest and complexity deserves a special treatment, and it would have 
been impossible to deal with its bearing on several of the most important 
problems of theoretical geology that are still unsettled, without interrupting 
the general description of the stratigraphy of the Gondwina system. 

The writer of these pages is fortunate in the fact that the bitter con- 
troversy which long raged over this question, is now practically extinct. 
The history of this controversy would be an interesting one, showing, 
as it does, how truth is ultimately arrived at by the contact of conflicting 
opinions, each involving an element of falsehood and each containing a 
large amount of truth. But the purpose for which this book has been 
written, and that for which it will principally be consulted, is the state- 
ment of the present state of our knowledge, and a recapitulation of the past 
would be a task as uncongenial in its execution as unprofitable in its re- 
sult. The main points for which the members of the Geological Survey have 
contended were accepted at last, even by the talented palaeontologist who, 
alone among his colleagues, disputed them, and the last smouldering 
embers are mere minor and unimportant differences of opinion as to the 
exact position of certain individual groups of the GondwAna system. 

The most obvious method of determining the age of the rock groups of 
the Gondwdna system would be a direct comparison of the fossils they 
contain with those of Europe. Unfortunately this method leads to very 
unsatisfactory and inconclusive results. 

If we take the flora of the Damuda series we find, according to Dr. 
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Feistmantel, the following species identical with, or allied to, European 
forms ^ : — 


Permian— 

MaorotteniopUris feddeni, Fstm., allied to M* ahnormis, Gutg, 

Trias— 

Schigoneura gond'aoanensis, Fstm., allied to S* paradox'll Schimp. 

Merianopleris major, Fstm,, allied to M* angusta, Heer. 

Jura op Russia and Siberia— 

Phylloikeoa indica, Bunb., allied to P. sthirtca, Heer, 

P. robusta, Fstm , allied to P. stschuromskii, Schmalh. 

Cyaihea, cf. tscihatcheffi, Schmalh., probably identical. 

Diehsonia htighesi, Fstm., allied to D, saportana, Heer, 

Samaropsis, cf. parvula, Heer., probably identical. 

Rhipidopsis, cf. gingkoides, Schmalh., probably identical. 

while Belemnopteris woodmasoniana is said to closely resemble the living 
form Hemionotis cor data found in Southern India. 

If we take the Rdjmahdl flora the evidence is no less conflicting. The 
following list gives the relationships with European forms as determined 
by Dr. Feistmantel* 

Permian— 

Macrotmniopteris lata, O. & M., allied to M, abnormis, Gutbg, 

Pterophyllum oarterianum, 0 . & M., allied to PU blechnoides, Sandbg. 

Trias — 

Gleichenta bindrahumnsis, Schimp., allied to G, gracilis, Heer. 

Danaopsis rajmahaUnsis, Fstm., ilied to D, marantacea, 

RH2BTIC— 

Equisetum rajmahalense, Schimp., allied to E» muensteri, Slbg 
Thinnfeldia salicifolia, O. &: M., allied to T. decurrenst Schenk. 

Alethopterts indica, O. & M., allied to Asplenites rosserti, Schenk. 

Angiopieridium maclellandi, O. & M., allied to A, muensteri, Gopp. 
Macroiceniopteris tata, O. & M., allied to M, gigantea, Schenk. 

„ ci, propinquum, Gopp , probably identical. 

Pterophyllum fissum, Fstm., allied to P, comptum, L. & H., and minus, L. & H. 

„ disians, Morr., allied to P. hraunianum, Gopp. 

Pterophyllum princeps, 0 , & M., allied to P. brauni, Schenk, 

Otogamites, cf. hr&oifolia, Brgt., probably identical. 

Palissya indica, Fstm., allied to P. braunu, Endl. 

Cheirolepts, cf, muensieri, Schimp., probably identical. 

M gracilis, Fstm., allied to C. muensteri, Schimp. 

Lias— 

Equisetum rajmahaUnse, Schimp., allied to E, liasinum, Heer. 

Angiopieridium macclellandi, O. & M., allied to A, muensteri, Gdpp. 

Cycadites rajmahalensis, Oldh., allied to C. linearis, Stbg. 

^ Pal. Indiea, series xii, III, pt. ii, (1880). 1 ^ Pal Indica^ sevvcs i\, I| pt. li, (1S77) . 
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Oolite— 

Sphenopteris arguia^ L. & H., identical. 

Hymenophylliies bunbtiryanus^ Fstm, allied to Tympanophora racemosa^ L. & H. 

AUthopieris indiea^ O. & M., allied to A. whitbyensis^ L. & H. 

Pterophyllum fissum, Fstm., allied to P. minus^ L. &. H., a Rhsetic species also. 

Williamsonia^ cf. gigas^ Carr., probably identical. 

Araucarites macropterus, Fstm., allied to A. brodteu Sap. 

These two floras were regarded by an eminent palaeontologist as 
indicating a triassic and a Hassic age respectively, but the most striking 
points about them firstly^ the want of definite evidence of a difference 
of age corresponding to the great stratigraphical break and palaeontologi- 
cal contrast between the two groups and, secondly^ the extremely hetero- 
geneous nature of the alliances exhibited by the flora. For the last of 
these an explanation will be found in the sequel, but it is also largely due 
to the absence of any true test of relationship in fossil plants. The shell 
of a marine mollusc, the test of a crustacean or the cup of a coral give 
real clues to the zoological position of the animal they once formed parts 
of, but leaves or, in the case of ferns, fronds, either barren or with the fructi- 
fication too obscure to be determinable, are all that we have when dealing 
with fossil plants, and these, which have the least weight in determining the 
relationships of living plants, are often only imperfectly preserved. When a 
number of leaves are found, all showing the same shape and venation, 
there is a considerable probability that they belonged to the same 
species, but w’hen small differences are observed, which lead to their being 
classed as belonging to distinct species, there is no certainty that they did 
not belong to plants widely separated from each other in all important 
characteristics, while plant remains that are classed under distinct genera 
or even families may have belonged, not merely to closely allied species 
but may have formed different parts of one and the same plant. It may 
consequently result that a plant fossil may most resemble one of a very 
different age, which possibly would prove to be widely distinct from it did 
we but know the whole of both. 

The alliances of the Pinchet flora are shown in the following table' : — 

Tri^s — 

Sehistoneura gondvjanensis^ Fstm., allied to S paradoxa^ Sclump. 

RH.S1T1C — 

P^copteris concinna, Presl., identical. 

Cyelopteris pachyrhaca^ G5pp., identical. 

Oleandridiumt cf, sienoneuron^ Schenk,, probably identical. 

ThifinfeUia odontopieroides, Morr, allied to rotundaia^ Nath. 

JUR\— 

Samar opsis^ cf. parvula^ Heer. 

Ill the last case, how^ever, the resemblance is of little value. 

^Pal. IndicOf series xii, III, pt. ii, 51, (1880). 

O 
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If we pass upwards to the Jabalpur and Umia groups we find a mucli 
more homogeneous flora, as is indicated by the following statement of the 
alliances with European fossil plants 

Alliances of the Jabalpur Flora,^ 

Lias — 

Otosamites graeiliSi Schimp., identical. 

Lowbr Oolite— 

SphenopUris^ cf. arguta^ L. & H., probably identical. 

Alethopteris lohifoUa^ Schimp., identical. 

„ vihiihyBnsts^ Gopp., identical* 

Podossamites lanceolatus, L. & H., identical* 

WilUamsonia^ cf. gigas^ probably identical. 

CycadiUs^i ci. graminetis, Heer., probably identical. 

Araucarites eutchensisy Fstm., allied to A. phtllipsi^ Carr* 
Brachyphyllum mammillarBt L. & H., identical. 

Echinostrdbtis expansiis, Schixnp., identical. 

Alliances of the Umia Flora® 

Rh^tic— 

Oleandridium viitaium, Schimp*, identical. 

Acitnopterts, sp. allied to A* pelfata, Schenk. 

Lower Oolite— 

Oleandridium viitatumf Schimp., identicaU 
Alethopteris vohiThyensis, Gopp., identical. 

Padhypteris spectfica, Fstm., allied to P. lanceolata, £rgt* 

Otosamites^ cf, goldiceu Brgt, probably identical. 

„ imhricatus, Fstm., allied to 0. brongniarti, Sap. 

Cyeadites cutekensisf Fstm., allied to 0. sami aides, LecK. 

Willtamsonia blanfordi, Fstm., allied to sp» Carr* 

Taxiies cf. laxus, Phill., probably identical* 

Paehyphyllum divaricatum, Bunb., identical* 

Echinostrobus expansus, Stbg., identical. 

Araucarites cutchensis, Fstm., allied to A, brodiei, Carr* 

Upper Jura (Kimmeridge P) — 

Gycadolepsis pi losa, Fstm., allied to C. kirta, Sap. 

Reviewing the evidence of the Gond v\ dna plants, we find that the two most 
important of the floras, those of the Damuda and Rdjmahdl series, do not 
show a definite relation to any single horizon of the European sequence^ 
nor do they show any distinct evidence of a difference of age. The flora 
of the Pduchet group has a much more defined relationship to the rhaetic, 
and the beds might have been refened to this age on the evidence of the 
plants alone, were there not other considerations, to be detailed below 
pointing to an older date. The Jabalpur and Umia floras show a still 

^PaL TftdUc, series xii, II, F3,(iR77). 


1 ^ Pal, IndicOf series zii, II, 63, (187Q* 
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greater definiteness of relationship, in this case to the lower oolite, and 
though the latter group was described as newer than the former, the 
difference in age of the two is possibly not so great as to introduce any 
difficulty. The Cutch plant beds are, however, found resting on marine 
deposits whose Cephalopoda show that they are of uppermost oolitic age, and 
are ovei laid conformably by beds containmg upper neocomian ammonites 
there is consequently a direct conflict here between the evidence of the 
marine mollusca and the fossil plants, and the question of which is to be 
preferred arises. 

This wdll not be diacussed here in detail, but the explanation is to be 
found in the diversity of the forms of terrestrial life inhabiting distant 
regions of the earth at the present day. There is a much greater differ- 
ence between the terrestrial faunas and floras of Africa, Australia and 
America than between the animals inhabiting the Atlantic, Indian and 
Pacific oceans, and it is a common circumstance to discover fossil remains 
of animals and plants, without any living representatives in neighbour- 
ing lands, but allied to forms still living in a distant region. Such was 
also the case during the Gondw^na epoch, and, as will appear, the distinc- 
tions at its commencement were even more trenchant than at the present 
day. 

If w'c turn from the plants to the animal remains found in the Gond- 
w^na system, the evidence is little less ambiguous. The Gondwanosaurus 
from the Bijori group belongs to the family Afchegosauridss^ which in 
Europe is principally carboniferous and permian, though a specialised form 
ranges into the trias. The affinities of the Indian specimen are said to be 
permian* On the other hand, Brachyops laticeps^ from the M^ngli group^ 
which is believed to be of about the same age as the Bijori group, is 
in Europe only allied to Rhinosaurus^ a Jurassic form.^ Its nearest allies 
are to be found in the Karoo beds of South Africa. 

The reptiles of the Pdnehet group exhibit but little connection with 
European forms, and their connection with the South African fauna will be 
noticed further on. 

In the Kota-Mal^ri and Denwa groups the genera Belodon, Hyperada^ 
pedofiy and Mastodonsaurus are all represented in the upper trias of 
Europe, the first and last being also known from rhaetic beds, Parasuchus 
belongs to the same typically mesozoic group of crocodiles with biconcave 
vertebrae as Belodon^ and is placed with it, by Prof, Huxley,* in a section of 
the family which is almost confined to triassic rocks in Europe. Of the 
fishes represented in the Kota-Mal^ri group the genus Lepidotus ranges 
from the lias to the lower chalk, and the Kota species were regarded 


^ Infra p. 286. 

^PaU Indtca, series iv, I, 13, (18S5). 


* Quart, your. GeoL Sot , XXXI, 427, (1875)* 
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bv Sir P. Egerton,! as showing liassic or oolitic affinities, Tetragonolepis 
is only known from liassic beds, and Dapedius is also a liassic genus. 
Ceratodus is principally triassic, but species have been found In beds of 
later date, and the genus is still living in Australia. 

Here the fauna of the Maleri group indicates an earlier age than that 
of the Kota, and in this agrees with the relative stratigraphical position of 
the two groups, but the fossils indicate a much greater difference in the 
age of the two rock groups than their intimate stratigraphical association 
suggests, and we have very much the same palseontologic.1l contradiction 
as there is between the land plants and marine animals of the Cutrh 
jurassics. 


From the coalfields of Tongking a fossil flora has been described ® which 
contains certain GondwAna forms, and exhibits a much closer relation to a 
definite European horizon than any of the groups of that system. Out of a 
total of nineteen species, ten are found in the rhsetic beds of Europe, and 
eight of the remainder in India ; of the latter Phyllotheca indica, 
Palascvittaria kurzi^ Macrotasniopteris feddeni^ Glossopteris hro'wniana^ 
and Noegeratkiop^is hislopi, are Damuda forms, and the Rijmahil and 
Sripermatlir groups are represented by Angiopteridium spathulatum^ 
Tasniopteris ensis and Otozamites rarinervis. Here the evidence, so far 
as it goes, is distinctly in favour of regarding the Tongking beds as rhsetic 
in age and intermediate between the Damuda and Rdjmahdl series in India, 
or more or less contemporaneous with the Pdnchets, whose flora has also a 
rhsetic facies. 

Outside the limits of India proper, in north-western Afghanistan, a 
series of coal bearing sandstones, intercalated with marine beds, and having 
at its base a boulder bed precisely similar in character to that of the 
Talchirs has been described by Mr. Griesbach.^ The general classification 
of the beds as adopted by him is as follows ; — 


Age. 

Formation. 

Localities. 

Jurassic . 

Denselj red grits and sandstone, 
shales with plant remains. 

Trap. 

Dark bluish grey grits and sand- 
stone; plant remains. 

Ash-beds. 

Sandstone and black alnm shales 
with plant impressions ; marine 
fossils. 

/ Upper Almar stream near Pain- 
{ guzar ; Astar-ab below Paisnah. 

( Khorak-i-Bala, north of the Kara 
\ Koh. 

Doib north of the Kara Kotal. 

» FaL Jndica, series iv, I, 2, (1875), ** Ganoid 
Fishes from the Deccan.” 

* R. Zeiller : “ Examen de la flore fossile des 
c(.uche5 de charbon du Tongkinjj, Annales 
des Mines, 8th series, II, 299, (ibSa). The 

details in 
series xii, 
® Recoidi 
red grits 
mian. Ri 

the text are taken from Fal, Indiea, 
IV, Introduction, pp. xv-xvii, (1886;. 
y, XIX, 239, (i8iQ. The uppermost 
weie afterwards said to be neoco- 
vcords, :J(X, 94, (1887). 
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Age. 

[ 

Formation. 

Loianties. 

Upper Trias or Rhae- 

Light coloured smdstones and 

Kotal-i-Sabz (north slope of Kara 

tic. 

shales with coal seams. 

Koh), Shisha Alang. 

/Upper . 

Great thickness of marine sand- 
stone, limestone, and shales with 
coal seams. Schisonema «.p , etc. 

Cbahil ; Shisha Alang, 

UpperTri*<s / Middle. 

Brown sandbtones and shales with 
coal seams. Equiseiites column 
naris. 

Cbahil, north slope of Kotal-i Sabr. 

V Lower . 

Marine sandstone and limestone 
beds. Haloiia lorn melt ^ Monotis 
salinaria. 

Chahil. 

Permo-Carbon . 

Altered shales {mica-schist, etc) 
with graphitic and anthracitic 
seams. Clay shales with impure 

1 coal. The whole traversed by 
, hornblendic granite. 

Coarse conglomerate in greenish 
matrix, altered by granite. 

Saighdn; Ak Robdt Kotal, north. 

Pain Kotal and gorge ; Ak Robat. 


' Massive daifc limestone with bra* ^ Ditto ditto ditto. 
I chiopod casts. 


There can be little doubt that these beds are the equivalents of the 
Gondw4na system of the Indian Peninsula and will be of the greatest im- 
portance in determining the age of the various members of that system, 
when they have been more fully studied. At present the subdivisions of the 
series of beds seen in Afghanistan cannot be correlated with those of the 
Gondwinas in detail, while as regards the correlation of the beds with the 
European sequence, it must be remembered that no fossils from this area 
have been critically determined, and the correlation, depending merely on a 
field determination of two or three species, may be upset by a fuller 
study of the fauna and flora as a whole. It is necessary to bear this in 
mind as the horizon indicated by Mr. Griesbach, for the coal bearing beds 
of Afghanistan, is higher than that which we shall have cause to regard as 
the horizon of the Barakar or Rdniganj groups, their probable equivalents 
in India. The country in which these Afghan Gondw^nas are developed is 
not open to detailed examination by Europeans, such information as is avail- 
able having been obtained during rapid journeys through the country, and 
until a closer and more detailed examination of them can be made they have 
not the importance, from the present point of view, that their proximity to 
India, and the occurrence of beds containing marine fossils, intercalated with 
those which contain the fossil plants, would otherwise give them. 


If, instead of looking to the west or the east, we turn to the south, we 
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will find in Australia a series of beds which clears up the vexed question of 
the homotaxis of the GondwAnas in a wonderful manner. 

From Bacchus marsh in Victoria three species of Ganganiopterts have 
been obtained, but of this very limited fauna one species is identical with, 
and the other two allied to, Karharbiri forms. This would in itself suggest 
a correlation of the Bacchus marsh with the Karharbiri beds, and there is 
further evidence in the presence of large blocks of granite and pebbles of 
rocks that must have travelled long distances, imbedded in a fine grained 
matrix of mud.^ Like the Takhir boulder bed, the beds are of glacial origin, 
and this, combined with the palaeontological evidence, justifies us in 
regarding them as the equivalents of the Indian Takhirs 

By itself this would be of little importance, as the Bacchus marsh ex- 
posure is small and the beds cannot be palaeontologically connected with any 
others of known age. But there is in New South Wales a much better and 
more complete section, which is in fact the standard one for Australian 
geology, so far as the period we are dealing with is concerned. The 
sequence has there been divided into the following groups 

6 . Wianamatta shales. 

5. Hawkesbury sandstones. 

4. Newcastle beds, or upper coal measures. 

3, Upper marine beds with carboniferous fauna. 

2. Stony creek beds, or lower coal measures. 

I. Lower manne beds, with carboniferous fauna. 

The marine beds are important on account of the fossils they contain, 
and because they give us a fairly detinite geological horizon to start from. 
Their equivalence to the glacial beds at the base of the speckled sandstone 
in the Salt range, and the close alliance of the fauna of these last named 
with that of the Australian marine carboniferous beds, has already been 
referred to,® and need not be recapitulated here. 

The only palseontological evidence bearing on the correlation of the 
Bacchus marsh beds, with the sequence in New South Wales is the 
occurrence of Gangamopteris angustifolia in the Newcastle beds. But 
there is weightier evidence of a different character, which renders itceitain 
that the marine beds, and not the overlying Newcastle beds, are the true 
equivalents of the glacial boulder clays of Bacchus marsh. 

The marine beds, and especially those immediately associated with the 
lower coal measures of Stony Creek are composed of a fine grained matrix 
of sand or shale, enclosing numerous delicate Fenestellse and bivalve shells 
with their valves still united, which had lived, died and been tranquilly 
preserved where they are now found, thus proving, as conclusively as 

» Report on the geology of the district of | p. 10. 

Ballnn by Richard Daintree, Melbourne, 1866^ | * Supra^ p 121. 
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the texture of the matrix in which they are preserved, that they could 
never have been exposed to a current of an great rapidity. Scattered 
through this matrix there are are numerous more or less subangular 
blocks of stone, of all sizes, ranging up to several feet in diameter, some 
of which exhibit most characteristically developed glacial striae. It was 
not mere velocity of current that brought these fragments, and deposited 
them where they are, for to move even the smallest of them would require 
a current that would have swept away the matrix in which they are 
imbedded, and destroyed the delicate fossils with which they are asso- 
ciated. They must have been floated to their present position and dropped 
on to the bottom of a tranquil sea, and taking into consideration their 
abundance, as well as the distinct traces of glacial action that some 
of them exhibit, the only agency than can be appealed to is that of floating 
icebergs.^ 

We find then that the marine carboniferous deposits of New South 
W’ales were formed during a period of exceptionally cold climate, and it is 
to the latter that we must look for an equivalent of the glacial beds of 
Bacchus marsh rather than to the overlying Newcastle beds, which indicate 
a more temperate climate at the time of their formation. 

The lower coal measures consist of a comparatively thin band of sand- 
stones and coal, intercalated between the lower and upper marine beds. 
The fact of this intercalation has been questioned, on account of the 
supposed mesozoic age of the flora obtained from them. But no one who 
had actually examined them in the field doubted the intercalation, and 
it is now too well established to be questioned. Under these circumstances 
it is important to see what are the plants which co-existed with a marine 
fauna of carboniferous type. The following is the list given by Dr. 
Feistmaiitel * 

Phylloiheca australis, Glossopieris elegans* 

Annularia australis* „ primcsva, 

Glossopieris broumianOm Noeggeraihiopsis prtsca* 

„ clarkeim 

At a glance the flora can be seen to be of the type of the lower Gond- 
wdnas, in India, and to differ totally from the European flora of corre- 
sponding age. The same alliance with the lower Gondwdna flora is to be 
seen more conspicuously in the following list of the plants of the Newcastle 
beds:— 

Pkyllotheca australis* I Sphenopteris alata. 

Vertehraria australis, 1 » Jlexuosa* 

^ Pecordst XIX, 39, (1886) ; Quart* ^eur, and notices of previous literature, is given bj 
Geol Soc, XLIII, 190, (1887) the same author in StUungsBer* K* bdhtn* Gfs* 

* O. Feistmaiitel, Palaontographica^ supple- Wiss 1887, pp. 5 S* 77 > ®iid in Jour* Roy*, SoCt 
ment, 1878-79. A resumd'— , with lists of fossils New South Waies^ XIV, 103, (i88x). 
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Glossopferis reticulum^ 

,, tceniopteroides, 

„ wilkinsoni. 

Gangamopieris angustifolia* 

„ clarkeana, 

Caulopteris (?) adamsi* 

Zeugopkyllites elongatus. 
Noggerathiopsis media. 

„ spathulata. 

Brachyphyllum austraU. 

Of these, Gangamopieris angustifolia and Glossopteris browniana are 
also found in India, the former in the Takhir and Karharbdri groups, the 
latter in the Damuda series. 'I hree species of Glossopteris^ G, linearis^ G. 
ufiiplUi G.parallela^ are represented in the Damuda flora by the allied forms 
G. angu^tifolia^ G. communis G. damudica. The Australian 
is very closely allied to, and has been considered identical with, P. indica 
of the Damudas, Vertebraria^ which is common in both the floras, is only 
known elsewhere by a distantly related species from the jurassic of Siberia. 
These speciflc relationships between the Damuda and Newcastle flora are 
strengthened by the general resemblance in the type of the floras as a 
whole. All the principal and more characteristic genera of the Newcastle 
beds are represented in both floras, and the genus Glossopteris in both 
cases includes about one-third of the total number of species. 

The palaeontological evidence w^ould of itself be almost sufficient to 
justify the correlation of the Newcastle and Damuda series, and when we 
bear in mind that their position, relative to the underlying glacial beds, is 
similar in both cases, it becomes certain that the tw’O coal bearing series 
must be more or less completely the equivalents of each other. 

Above the Newcastle comes the Hawkesbury group of sandstones and 
shales. The few fossils that have been obtained from this and the over- 
lying Wianamatta group are scarcely sufficient to establish their correlation 
with any particular division of the Gondwdna system, none of the species 
being found in India except Thinnfeldia odontopteroides, a Pdnchet form, 
but there is evidence of a recurrence of glacial conditions in the Hawkesbury 
beds which is worth noting. Large angular fragments of shale, similar 
to that interbedded with the sandstones, are found imbedded in a confused 
manner, with their original bedding planes lying at all angles, in a matrix 
of sand. They occur nearly always immediately above the shale beds, 
and are accompanied by well rounded quartz pebbles.^ It is difficult to 
account for the facts that have been described without the agency of ice, in 
one form or another, but they are in no w»ay comparable with the proofs 


Sphenopteris germana. 

„ hastaia, 

„ lobifolia. 

„ plumosa. 

Glossopferis browniana. 
„ ampla. 

„ cor data. 

„ elo gata. 

,, linearis. 

„ parallela. 


‘ C. S. Wilkinson, Jour. Roy. Sac. Nm South Wales, XIII, 105, (i88o). 
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of glacial action exhibited by the marine beds. The evidence indicates the 
action of winter ice rather than of actual glaciers. 

No evidence of the recurrence of glacial conditions has been recorded 
in India, but there is an indication of a return of cold in the undecomposed 
felspar, found in the sandstones of the Pdnchet group. Undecomposed 
felspar is characteristic of the sandstones associated with the boulder beds 
of the Takhirs, and Prof. Green^ nas remarked on the extreme freshness of 
the felspar in the glacial beds of the same age in South Africa. The beds of 
glacial origin in the Indus valley, which have been supposed to be eocene* 
also contain an abundance of fragments of undecomposed felspar. Apart 
from these observations there is an inherent probability that sandstones 
containing undecomposed felspar would be found in cold climates. They 
mean that the disintegration of the parent rock from which the material was 
derived, together with the transport and final accumulation of the debris, 
went on at a greater rate than chemical decomposition of the constituent 
minerals, and this might be due either to extreme dryness, which would 
retard the rate of decomposition, or to an extreme severity of climate, 
which would accelerate the rate of disintegration. 

Taking these considerations into account, it may well be that the un- 
decoraposed felspar of the Pinchet sandstones indicates a recurrence of a 
cold period, less severe than that of the Takhir, and comparable to that of 
the Hawkesbury group in New South Wales. Quite independent of this 
the stratigraphical position of the two groups would suggest their correlation, 
and the flora, which contains a mixture of purely lower Gondwdna with 
upper Gondwina genera, is consistent with this conclusion. 

Newer than the Hawkesbury beds a number of groups of plant bearing 
sandstones are found in different parts of eastern Australia, which probably 
represent the upper Gondu^nas of India. Their relations to each other 
have not been fully worked out, and the recorded fossils indicate an 
admixture of specimens obtained from older beds. In any case they are of 
little importance in the present connection, and will not be further noticed. 


In South Africa we again find a representative of the Gondwdna flora 
which, though perhaps less valuable for the purposes of establishing the age 
of the Indian formation than the Australian beds, is otherwise of great interest 
and importance. The Karoo series, as it is now generally called, consists 
of a thickness of many thousands of feet of sandstones and shales, with 
interbedded coal seams. Like the Gondwinas, they were at first regarded 
as lacustrine in their origfin, but are now looked upon by many geologists 
as having been deposited by rivers. Whether lacustrine or river deposits, 


* Quart, Jour, GooU Soc,, XLIV, 244, (186Q. | - Infra^ p. 346. 
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they were certainly formed by fresh water, and the coal resembles that of 
the Damudas in its laminated stiucture and in the absence of an underclay 



Fig. 13. — Geological sketch of South Africa. 

G, granite and gneiss. S, Silurian. 5 , porphyritic intrusions. C, carboniferous. Black t 
£cca-congIomerate. Karoo formations and overlying trap. While (In the neighbourhood 
of Algoa Bay and Cape Agulhas) Uitenhage and younger marine deposits. 

or even roots penetrating the underlying beds. More important than these 
mineralogical resemblances are the similarities shown by the fossil flora and 
fauna of the two countries, as will be described immediately. But, first, it 
will be well to notice briefly the distribution and relation to older rocks of 
the beds we are concerned with. 

The Karoo formation occupies a very large tract of dry lands, in the 
interior of South Africa, forming the head waters of the Orange river 
and its southern affluents, and of the principal rivers which issue on the 
south coast. Northwards its extension has not been worked out, but rocks 
of a similar character have been observed in central Africa. Details of the 
palaeontology of these regions^ which alone would render them of import- 
ance in the present connection, are however wanting. Over the whole of 
the area in South Africa occupied by the Karoo system, the beds lie hori- 
zontally in general, except for slight disturbance of the lower beds along 
the southern margin, and form large, flat, desert, plains, known as Karoo, 
from which the system derives its name. 

Between the Grreat Fish and St. John’s rivers the Karoo beds extend to 
the east coast, but elsewhere they are separated from it by a series of 
ranges formed of more or less disturbed palaeozoic beds. Among these the 
Bokkeveld beds contain a fauna of distinctly Devonian facies, overlaid by 
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plant bearing beds, the Witteberge and Zuurberge quartzites, containing a 
flora allied to the carboniferous of Europe. 

The subdivisions of the Karoo system have received a variety of names 
at different times from different authors, but generally it may be divided 
into three divisions as follows : — 

3. Upper or Stormberg beds. 

2, Middle or Beaufort beds. 

1. Lower or Ecca and Koonap beds. 

In dealing with the palaeontology of this system we have the great 
advantage that the latest, and most complete, description of the plants is by 
Dr Feistmantel,^ the same distinguished palaeontologist who examined 
and described the floras of India and Australia. According to him the 
specimens from the lower, or Ecca, group comprised the following species : 

D. Glossopieris hrowniana, K. Noeggeratkiopsis hhlopu 

K* Gangamopteris cyclopteroides^ 

(a variety). 

The middle or Beaufort beds yielded— 

Sch^Bonettra (?) africancu D. Glossopieris strictam 

Phylloiheca (?) D. „ retifera, 

O. Glossopieris hrononiana. K, D. ,, damudica \ 2 ntty)» 

D, „ angusttfolia, Ruhidgea machayt, Tate. 

D. ,, communis. 

the last being, according to Dr. Feistmantel, very probably the same as 
Palaeo^ittaria kurzi^ Fstm , from the Damudas. 

In these lists the letter K signifies that the species occurs in the Karhar- 
bari group, D that it is found in the Damuda series, and a glance at the 
list will show that, with the exception of one doubtful species, all those 
recognisable are identical with Indian species, and there can be no 
danger in correlating the Ecca and Beaufort beds with the Talchir and 
Damuda. 

Apart from the palaeontology of these beds, the lithological character of 
the lower or Ecca group would suggest its correlation with the Takhirs, for 
it contains a boulder bed, composed of blocks of stone of various sizes, im- 
bedded in a fine grained matrix, precisely similar to that of the Takhirs, 
and now generally regarded as owing its origin to glacial action. The 
Ecca group also resembles the Takhirs in containing beds which closely 
resemble volcanic traps or ashes.^ There can be no doubt that these 
glacial beds were formed during the same cold period which has left such 
conspicuous traces throughout India and Australia, and, taken in con- 
junction with the fossils, they leave no room for doubt that the Ecca beds and 

* Uebcrsichtliche Darstellungdergeologisch- Qes Wise,, VII. Band 3, (1889). 
palaontologischen Verbaltnisse sud Afrikas a A.H.Green, Quart your. GeoU Soc., XLIV, 
I Theil ; Die Karooformation und die dieselbe (i888). 
unterlagemden schichten. Abkand, K. bohm. 
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Talchirs were deposited contemporaneously. The Devonian fauna, and 
carboniferous flora, underlying them have been already referred to, and as 
far as can be judged from the published description, there is no great 
discordance, implying a long lapse of time, between the beds in which they 
are found and the base of the Karoo system. 

Besides the plants, and much better known than them, are the numer- 
ous reptilian remains, which have been found in the Beaufort beds. These, 
too, show a very distinct connection with the much more limited lower 
GondwSna fauna. The Mingli labyrinthondont, Owen 

is closely related to Mzcrophohs stowii, Hux., from the Beaufort beds. 
The aberrant genus Dicynodon is represented by no less than thirteen 
species in South Africa, and is not known elsewhere except from the 
Pinchet group, and from reputed triassic beds in North America, while 
Ptychostagum orientate resembles P, declive^ Owen, so closely that the 
specific distinction is difficult.^ 

The age of the Beaufort beds, as compared with the European se- 
quence, cannot be said to be definitely established, the opinions expressed 
by different palaeontologists, and by the same one at different times, having 
varied, but the general consensus appears to be that the reptilian fauna 
represents a triassic age. They have generally been regarded as the equi- 
valents of the Pinchet group, on the strength of the resemblances between 
the reptiles of the two^ but the conjecture is open to question. The 
genus Dicynodon ranges into the next succeeding rock group, which also 
contains one plant identical with a Pinchet species, and agrees better in 
stratigraphical position than the underlying Beaufort group. 

The uppermost group, of the Karoo system, again contains reptilian 
remains, among which is one species of Dicynodon^ and the following 
plants, besides some undetermined equisetaceous stems 


A. SphenopUrts elongata, 

A. Thtnnfeldta odonto pier aides. 
A. „ trilohata 
A. Tmniopterts carruthersi. 

A* „ datntreei. 


AnihrophyosiSi sp. 
Alethopteris, sp. 

A. Podoeamiies elongatus. 

sp. 

Baiera schencki. 


In this list the letter A denotes that the species has been found in Aus- 
tralia, in the so called mesozoic beds of Victoria, Tasmania or Queensland, 
whose exact position in the New South Wales sequence has not been 
fully established. The two species of Sphenopteris have been found in 
South America, and only one species, Thinnfeldia odontopteroides, a 
Pdnchet forjn, has been found in India. The probability that these beds 
represent the Pinchet group has just been referred to, and the presence 
of this plant makes the suggestion more probable. 

* R. Lydekker, Recot ds, XXIII, 19, (1890). 
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It will be seen that the flora of the Stormberg beds is as distinctly 
allied to the Australian one as those of the lower groups are Indian, but 
Indian affinities reappear in the next succeeding rock group. 


In the neighbourhood of Algoa bay a set of fossiliferous shales and 
sandstones, known as the Uitenhage series, of no great thickness and not 
found far from the coast, bears much the same relation to the Karoo sys- 
tem of the interior, as do the coastal outliers of the RAjmah^l series to 
the lower Gondwdnas of the interior of the Peninsula. Like these, they 
are of marine origin and have yielded marine fossils, which were at one 
time believed to indicate a lower oolitic age,^ but have since been shown to 
be neocomian,* at least so far as the upper beds are concerned. 

The plant remains that have been described appear to have been pro- 
cured from the lower beds of the series.® Unfortunately, Dr. Feistmantel 
did not live to complete the description of the plants of this series, and we 
have only the earlier description of a more limited collection by Prof. 
Tate, of which the following is a list^ 


Filices — 

Fecapteris other stoneL 
„ rubidgeL 

^ aft icana^ 

„ lobata, 

Sphenopteris antipodum* 
CyelopUris jenktnstana. 


Ctcaueacb.^ — 

Paleeozamia (Otosamites) recta, 

„ {Podozamites) morristi, 

„ ruhidgeu 

„ (vel Fterophyllum) qfri^ 

eana, 

Co Ni FER A — Ar^hroiaxites, 


Of these, Pecopteris lobata is a Rijmahdl form, P. athersionei and P, 
rubidgei are allied to Alethopteris indica, Cyclopteris jenkinsiana is allied 
to C. oldhamiy and the Arthrotaxites is very like the Rijmahil Echtno^ 
strohus indicus. 

The alliances of the Cycads are vague and appear to be rather with 
European lower oolite than with R4jmah4I forms, but Pecopteris lobata 
appears to be the commonest plant, and C. jenkinsiana is also abundant. 
On the whole, however, the flora is distinctly related to that of the Rijmahal 
group, though the resemblances are not sufficient to establish a contem- 
poraneity of origin. 


Having detailed the facts, so far as they bear on the subject in hand, 
w^e Can now proceed to the discussion of the age of the different rock 
groups. 


'tiAii, Quait.your GeoUSoe., XXIII, 
169, (1867). 

* Holub a Nenmayr, Denis., k i. Aiad. 
Wien XLIV, 267, (1882). 


* Quart, your. Geol. Soe,, XXIII, 147, 
(1867). See also G. W. Stow, Quart, your. 
Geol Soe., XXVII. 497. 

* Quart, your. Get^. Soe., XXIII, I44. (»867)- 
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To begin with, we find, in Africa, India, and Australia alike, certain 
beds containing abundant and conspicuous traces of glacial action. The 
plant remains show that in South Africa, in the Indian Peninsula, and in 
Victoria these are of approximately the same age, and marine fossils show 
the same with regard to the beds in New South Wales and the Salt range. 
The deposits in every case were formed during a period of great cold, which 
was succeeded by a much more temperate climate, and it is almost impos- 
sible to doubt that this wide spread change of climate must have been due 
to some far reaching, if not cosmic, cause. It is consequently justifiable 
to use these glacial deposits for the purpose of correlation, and to conclude 
that the boulder beds of the three continents were formed contempora- 
neously. 

In this way we at once find in the marine fossils of New South Wales 
and the Salt range a means for determining the homotaxis of the Talchir 
group. The former were once regarded as lower carboniferous in age, but 
the bulk of the lower carboniferous species they contain range through the 
whole of the epoch. The absence of the group of Productus giganteus, 
and the presence of the genus Strophalositty point to a newer horizon, and 
they are now looked upon as upper carboniferous or somewhat newer,^ The 
reasons for ascribing a similar age to ihe Salt-range boulder beds have 
already been given. 

The Barakar group in India and the Beaufort beds in South Africa agree 
so closely in their stratigraphical relations to the glacial boulder beds, and 
in their fossil plants, that they are clearly equivalent to each other. In 
the case of the Newcastle beds of Victoria, though the palaeontological 
agreement with the Barakar group is less close, the stratigraphical 
relations are equally intimate, and there can be little doubt that there 
is no great divergence in the homotaxis of the two groups. The strati- 
graphical connection, between the Newcastle beds and the underlying, 
marine carboniferous deposits, is too close to allow of any great interval 
of time, and the Newcastle beds and Barakars cannot well be newer than 
permian. In the Salt range a similar stratigraphical position is occupied 
by the lower division of the Productus beds which are separated from 
the boulder beds of Talchir age by the speckled sandstones. If not the 
equivalent of the Barakar group, they cannot be much older. Their age 
has already been established as corresponding to the permo-carboniferous 
of the Ural mountains, and it is noteworthy that the flora of this age in 
eastern Russia is as essentially and typically palaeozoic as the contem- 
poraneous Barakar or Karharbdri flora is mesozoic.* 


IV, 153, (1890). 

* See Pa/. Indica, series xiii, IV, 175 » 
(1890). 


»W. Waagen, fahrh. K. K. GeoU Peicks. 
Wien, XXXVII, 163, (1887); Recoids, XXl, 
106, (x888) . See also PaL Indica, series xiii, 
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As we ascend the sequence the evidence gets less satisfactory. The 
probable equivalence of the Pinchet group with the Hawkesbury beds of 
Victoria and the Stormberg beds of South Africa has already been referred 
to. The fauna of the Beaufort beds, once regarded as permian, is 
now more usually looked on as trlassic, but the evidence is not con- 
clusive. In the Salt range no certain equivalent of the Pdnchets can be 
detected, though it is possible that the base change of fauna at the top of 
the Ceratite beds was due to a change of ocean currents caused by, or 
the cause of’ that change of climate which is indicated in the Pinchet and 
Hawkesbury beds. This suggestion would harmonise with the conclu- 
sions that have been drawn from the study of the animal remains of the 
Pdnchet group. 

The age of the R^jmahil group must remain uncertain till the marine 
fossils of the outliers on the east coast have been determined. It is older 
than the Tripetty sandstones from which Trigonia smeei and 71 ventricosa 
were obtained, both of which occur in the Umia group of Cutch, and the 
last named also in the neocomian beds of the Uitenhage series. The 
cephalopoda of the Sripermatur group were believed by Dr. Waagen to 
have a neocomian facies, but the specimens are too ill preserved for very 
great value to be attached to this determination. 

Indirectly we can form some sort of a guess at the age of the Rdjmahdl 
group, for the plant beds of Cutch overlie beds containing a marine fauna 
which represents an upper oolitic (portlandian) horizon, and underlie a 
bed of ferruginous oolite of neocomian or aptian age. I'he lower oolitic 
facies of the flora has been mentioned, but in view of the uncertainty that 
attaches to palaeobotanical evidence, when large distances intervene, and 
the distinctness of that afforded in the present case by the marine fossils, it 
is impossible to regard the Cutch plant beds as older than upper oolite 
while they may verge into the neocomian period. The Jabalpur group, 
which is closely related to the Cutch plant beds, becomes, consequently, 
middle oolite at the oldest, and the Rdjmahdl series ranges backwards 
from that, throwing the RAjmahdl group of the JRdjmahil hills into the 
lower oolite or even the lias. 

Taking e\ery thing into consideration, we may then accept the corre- 
lation indicated below as approximately representing the true interpreta- 
tion of known facts. Two important reservations must, however, be made 
in this connection. In the first place the suggestion made by Mr. H. 
F. Blanford^ in 1875 , that the Talcbir boulder bed was contemporaneous 
with the permian glacial deposits of England, has never been absolutely 
disproved, and as recent investigations have shown that the supposed lower 
carboniferous deposits of Australia are newer than they were formerly 

^ Qttari, ^out» G£ol* Soc,^ XXXI, 5^^ 
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Tabular Statement of the probable equivalence of the Upper Palaeozoic 
and Lower Mesozoic rocks of India^ Africa and Australia. 


Europe. 

India. 

New South Wales. 

South Africa, 

Upper Oolite • 

Umia. 



Middle Oolite . 

Jabalpur. 



Lower Oolite • 

Kota«Ma]erl. 



Lias . . • 

Rajm^hal. 



Rhs&tic . 

Mah^deva 

Wianamatta. 


l*rias . • » 

P^^nchet 

Hawkesbury « 

Stormberg. 

Permian 

R^niganj . ^ 

Newcastle • 

Beausfort. 

Permo-Carboniferous 

Barakar • ) 



Upper Carboniferous 

Takhir . , 

Lower coal measures 
and associated mar- 
ine beds. 

Ecca. 



considered to be, it is still possible that this may be the true equivalence, 
ill which rase the Pdnchets might be of rhaetic age, as their flora indicates- 
In the second place the correlation of the Rdjmahdl group with the lias is 
open to question. Dr. Waagen’s statement regarding the neocomian facies 
of the Sripermatur cephalopoda cannot in itself carry any w'^eight, on 
account of the very imperfect and ill preserved material he had to deal 
with, but, taken in conjunction with the palaeontological connection of the 
Rdjmahdl flora with that of the lower beds of the Uitenhage series, whose 
upper beds are now regarded as neocomian, it is strongly suggestive of a 
later age for the Rdjmahdl beds than is indicated in the table. The palae- 
ontological grounds on which the Rdjmahdl is considered older than the 
Jabalpur group have been referred to in the last chapter, where it was 
shown that, looked at from a purely local point of view, it is more probable 
that the difference between the tw'o floras, and their admixture in the Kota- 
Mal6ri group and the upper members of the outliers on the east coast, is 
due to a difference in age than to a mere difference of situation These 
reasons are not, however, conclusive, and it seems possible that an ex- 
amination of the marine fauna of the east coast outliers would show that the 
RAjmahAI beds are newer than has been supposed, and that the differences 
between the Rdjmahell, Jabalpur, and Cutch floras do not indicate successive 
periods of time so much as divergent conditions of soil or climate, existing 
in different parts of the continent on which the beds of theGondw'ina 
system were deposited. Further, there are grounds for taking the Umia 
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group out of the Jurassic system and placing it at the base of the cretace- 
ous, since its stratigraphical connection with the overlying beds, containing 
upper neocomian ammonites, is as close as with the underlying Katrol 
group, whose age is regarded as upper oolite (Oxford). Though it is im- 
probable in either case that the Cutch groups are exactly contemporaneous 
with the groups they have been referred to, on the strength of their marine 
fauna, there is ample room between the possible limits of error to allow of 
the Umia group being either lowermost neocomian or uppermost oolite, 
and the occurrence of L’ltenhage neocomian Trigoni^ in the Tripetty beds, 
which are probably, and the Katrol beds which are certainly, slightly older 
lends some support to a correlation w ith newer beds than that adopted. 

It will be seen from this that there are grounds for shifting the whole 
of the Gondwdna groups a step higher in the sequence than the positions 
they occupy in the tabular statement, but the commencement will still 
remain in the palaeozoic era, whence the system ranges throughout the 
lower half of the mesozoic era well into its upper portion. 

Apart from these elements of uncertainty regarding the exact correlations 
of the different rock groups, the tabular statement does not truly represent 
their relations of the different rock groups in point of time. It has been 
necessary to space the rock groups equally, as it is quite impossible to 
determine what relation the periods they respectively represent may bear 
to each other, though it is quite certain that they are far from being equal 
or nearly so. Apart from this, and with the reservations already made, 
the table may be taken as representing the nearest approach to the truth 
which is at present possible of attainment, and equivalence adopted as that 
which appears to agree best with the known facts, taken as a whole. 


The comparison of the South African and Indian GondwSna floras is of 
less importance and interest from the point of view of establishing their 
homotaxis than as indicating a former distribution of land and sea very 
different from what now exists. Naturalists have before now appealed to 
a former land area stretching across w’hat is now the Indian Ocean, to 
explain certain relationships between the living fauna of the Indian 
Peninsula on the one hand, and South Africa and Madagascar on the other, 
and the name Lemuria, given to this suppositious continent, is familiar to 
many. The hypothesis has of late years been discredited, at least in the 
form in which it was first propounded, and for the purpose it was originally 
intended to serve, and the most distinguished of the authors who have 
treated thi^ subject. Dr. A. R, Wallace, has not only denied the neces- 
sity of appealing to any land connection in order to explain the pecu- 
liarities in the distribution of living animals, but has declared' that the 

* ** Island Life,” ed. i8So, p. 418. 

P 
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fauna and flora of the Mascarene islands, lying between the two con- 
tinents, is such as to preclude the possibility of their being the remnants 
of an ancient continent, as was supposed by the believers in Lemuria. Dr. 
W. T. Blanford has, however, not only shown that the facts are not fully 
stated in Dr. Wallace's book, but has shown that the actual distribution of 
certain genera of birds, fishes, reptiles, and land mollusca, are strongly 
suggestive of a stretch of dry land having formerly extended from 
Southern India to Madagascar ^ The question is a complicated one, but 
even if Dr. Wallace’s conclusion is granted, it no ways justifies the much 
wider inference he has drawn in support of the somewhat popular hypothesis 
of the permanence of continental and oceanic areas, and is quite consist- 
ent with the existence of an Indo- African continent in pretertiary times. 

The facts that have been detailed regarding the fauna and flora of the 
Karoo system show that there is a closeness of relation, amounting to iden- 
tity and, extending throughout the whole of the Talchir and Damuda periods, 
which is inexplicable unless there had been a continuous land communication 
along which the plants could freely migrate between two areas,* 
And the conclusion is vastly strengthened when we remember that through- 
out the greater part, if not the whole, of this period, a very different type 
of flora was flourishing in Europe and North America. 

Whether the comparative absence of Indian forms in the flora of the 
Stormberg beds indicates a break up of tin’s land connection and the 
establishment of free communication with what is now Australia, it is difficult 
to decide, but if broken up, the presence of the Indian forms in the Uiten- 
hage series suggests that the connection must once more have been 
established. It is true that only one species is identical in the two areas, but 
after allowing for the uncertainty of the alliances of fossil species of plants, 
the connection between the two floras seems to be real, and the differences 
are such as would naturally follow from a difference in their age. 

The indications of a former Indo- African land area do not cease with 
the Gondwina epoch. From a study of the Jurassic fauna of the world, 
Neumayr came to the conclusion that a land barrier must have stretched 
from Africa to India during that period, separating two distinct 
faunas.® This conclusion was especially founded on the study of the 
neocomian fauna of the Uitenhage series, and has lately received a 
strong confirmation in the identification of four species of Belemnites from 

* Proc, Geol, Soc, Land,, 1890, Presidential, of a direct land communication.” As may 
address p. 88. be seen from what has gone before and what is 

^ Dr. A. R. Wallace (** Island Life,” p. 398) to follow, he hardly appears to have appre- 
speaks of the ” fragmentary evidence derived ciated the full weight oE the evidence. The 
from such remote periods ” and the futility of subject has been treated of by Dr W. T Blan- 
the notion that a similarity in the production tord in his presidential address to the Geolo- 
of widely-separated continents at any past Society, 1890, 

epoch is only to be explained by the existence * Denksekr, k, k, Ak* Wiss, Wieitj L, 132, 

(1885). 
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Madagascar.^ Three of tliese belong to the group of Notocasli^ a group 
which is typical of his equatorial fauna, 'while the fourth belongs to the 
H astatic a group w’^hich is distinctly southern m Europe. The only Bc/em^ 
mie in the Uitenhage beds is not only different from any of the Mada- 
gascar forms, but belongs to the group AbSo/uiz) which is typical of the 
boreal regions in the northern hemisphere. The inference from this is 
that the neocomian beds of northern Madagascar w’ere deposited in an 
extension of the tropical sea, while those of the extreme south of Africa 
were formed in a different, probably colder ocean.* 

This barrier does not seem to have been absolutely continuous 
throughout the Jurassic period, or there may have been a mode of communi* 
cation round the north of the Peninsula of India by which some migration 
took place, and so the presence of a few Cutch species, w’hich are also 
found on the east coast of India and in South Africa, is accounted for. 

In cretaceous times the evidence is even stronger. The fauna of the 
cretaceous (cenomanian) beds of Blgh is closely allied to that of Arabia and 
Europe, but is as distinct from that of the cretaceous beds in Trichinopoli 
as is possible in the case of two homotaxiaily equivalent faunas. But the 
Trichinopoli cretaceous fauna is very closely allied to that of the Khdsi 
hills and of South Africa, showing that these areas, which are separated 
from each other by distances much greater than that whit:h divides the 
Trichinopoli and B4gh exposures, were parts of one marine province, and 
the difference of the fauna from that of the lower Narbadi valley can 
only be explained by the existence of a land barrier, separating the sea in 
wrhich the Trichinopoli, Kh4si, and South African fauna lived, from that in 
which the Narbadd, Arabian, and European cretaceous beds were deposited.® 

We see then that throughout the later part of the palaeozoic and the 
whole of the mesozoic era, there was a continuous stretch of dry land over 
what is now the Indian Ocean, which finally broke up and sank beneath 
the sea in the tertiary period. 

This conclusion has an important bearing on the generally, though not 
universally, accepted doctrine of the permanence of continental and 
oceanic areas. It is claimed, by many geologists of eminence, that the 
deep oceanic areas of the present day have been oceans throughout the 
whole of the period represented by the sedimentary formations of the 
geological sequence, and that, if we except small volcanic islands rising 
from the depths of the ocean, the dry land of every geological period was 
confined to the present dry land and the shallow’er parts of the sea sur- 
rounding it. 

* Quart, Jour. Geol, Soc.^ XLV, 333, {1S89), but the climatic iftferpnces are vitiated by the 

* Neues Jahrb, Min, Geol,, 1890, Band I, p. i; possibility of thefe having been extensive al- 
W. T. Blanford, Quaft, Jour. GeoLSoc,, XLVI, terations of latitude since these beds were dc- 
proceedings, p. 98, (1890). The evidence is posited {vide infra), 

good for the distinctness of the marine areas, ^ See pp P47, 253. 
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The soundings that have been made in the Indian Ocean are not so 
numerous as to preclude the possibility of there being a bank connecting 
India and Africa, which W’ould allow a bridge of dry land having existed 
without imperilling this popular theory, but there are no indications of the 
existence of such a bank, and the Indian Ocean is generally regarded by 
the supporters of the hypothesis as one of the original oceanic areas of 
the world. So the conclusion we have to draw from known and accepted 
facts is in conflict with an hypothesis which has much to be said in its 
fa\our and has the support of many of the most eminent geologists of the 
day. 

But this hypothesis is, consciously or unconsciously, to a large extent 
bound up u itb, and based on, ideas relative to the constitution of the earth 
as a whole, which represent it as either solid throughout, or at any rate as 
having a solid crust whose thickness is very considerable in proportion to 
the whole diameter of the earth. And one of the consequences that follow 
on this theory of the constitution of the earth is, that there cannot have 
been any great changes in the direction of the earth’s axis of revolution, 
or changes of latitude of places on its surface caused by the shifting of the 
superficial crust over the internal core. 

Here again we find the facts in conflict with a generally accepted hypo- 
thesis, which is, however, being gradually discredited in later years. What- 
ever may be the cause of these cold periods, of which tw o are now well 
' established in the geological history of the world and several more are 
less completely indicated,^ there can be no doubt that their effects will be 
more widespread, more extensive, and their traces more conspicuous in 
high latitudes than in low. Yet the remains of this carboniferous glacial 
period so conspicuous in India, Africa, and Australia, all lie within, or only 
just beyond, thirty degrees from the equator. The furthest from the 
equator lie in latitudes where the last glacial period, of pleistocene times, 
has left but few traces at low altitudes, and those of a somewhat doubtful 
character, while most of the remains are in latitudes to which the ice of 
the pleistocene glacial period never penetrated, and many are well within 
the tropics. 

Atthe same time the corresponding deposits not merely of the temperate 
clime in Europe and America, but even within the Arctic circle, in which 
one would expect the traces of this cold period to be more abundant, 
more extensive, and more conspicuous, are almost free from traces of 
glacial action. Boulders of rock imbedded in fine silt have been found, 
and some have shown a striation believed to be due to the action of ice 
but they are sporadic and indicate that the carboniferous beds of England 
and Europe, in which they were found, lay in a latitude which was near the 
limit which the floating icebergs could reach before melting. 

]. Croll i •' Climate and Time," London, 1875, Chap. XVIII. See also pp. to 6 , 346, h. 1 . 
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If we compare thib with the very dibtinct evidence that glaciers 
descended to low altitudes in the Penganga \alley and the great desert of 
Rijputdna, the contrast is not only striking but inexplicable, unless there 
has been a very considerable change of the position of the earth’s surface 
relative to the present position of the poles. 

There is independent e\idence that similar changes of latitude are 
actually taking place at the present day, in the records of all the principal 
observatories of Europe and America.^ The justice of the conclusion has 
been questioned and the variations have been ascribed to instrumental 
errors and errors of observation, but their consensus is so strong that this 
appears to be out of the question, and their accuracy has to a great extent 
been confirmed by a series of observations recently made at Honolulu * 
In fact, the only grounds for questioning the possibility of changes of lati- 
tude on the earth’s surface are based on those hypotheses regarding the 
constitution of the earth which have been referred to, 'Jhese hypo- 
theses, however, are not based on direct observation, but on mathematics 
reasoning of a very brilliant nature which, to quote Prof. Huxley’s well 
known simile, is a mill that grinds very fine, but can only grind what 
is put into it In the present case the fundamental data on which the 
investigations were based are uncertain, and the conclusions must con- 
sequently be questionable. This view has frequently been verbally accepted, 
and more recent investigations have gone far to modify the earlier ones, 
yet such is the glamour of genius, and such the natural tendency of 
human nature to mistake precision for accuracy, and to prefer a definite 
statement to a guarded inference, that the idea of the general solidity of 
the earth, with its consequences, that very extensive changes in its form, or 
the position of its surface relative to its axis of revolution, are impossible, 
and the limitation of the period which has elapsed since the earth’s surface 
had cooled sufiBciently to support life and to admit of the deposition of 
ordinary sediments, to a comparative few millions of years, have exerted 
an influence on the speculations of physical geology none the less im- 
portant because usually unconscious. 

It has already been stated that some of the more recent 'mathematical 
investigations have tended to show the uncertainty of the earlier conclu- 
sions, and in one of the most recent and philosophical of these s the Revd. 
O. Fisher has almost returned to the old idea of a thin crust lying on a 
molten interior. According to him the actual solid crust of the earth is 


^ Asaph Hall, Am. Jour. Sci., 3rd series, 
XXIX, 223, (1885) I R- D. Oldham, GeoL Mag , 
3rd decade, III, 300, (1886) ; G. C. Comstock, 
Am. Jour, Sou, 3rd series, XLII, 470, (1891). 
Flinders Petrie’s observations (*‘ Pyiamids and 
Temples ofGhiaeh,” London, 18S3, p. 125) are 


important, as showing a distinct change cf 
azimuth, and probably ot latitude, since the 
pyramids were built. 

* Proc. Poy. Soc., L., 227, (1891), 

« O. Fisher, Physics of the Earth’s Crust 
London, ist edn., 1881 ; 2nd edn., 1889. 
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comparatively very thin, not exceeding 25 to 30 miles in thickness, and 
rests on a magma which, in its essential characters, must be regaided as 
a fluid. What may be the condition of the great mass of matter farming the 
central core of the earth is unknown and immaterial, but if Mr. Fisher’s 
theory of the eartVs crust is correct, it not only allows of changes of lati- 
tude having taken place, but renders it exceedingly improbable that they 
have not taken place. In this respect it agrees better with the observed 
facts than the more usually held hypothesis, and we will see, when the 
Himalayan range is dealt with, that this is not the only respect in which a 
confirmation of his theory can he derived from the facts of Indian geology.. 



CHAPTER IX. 


MARINE JURASSIC ROCKS. 


Cutcli— 'Western R^jputiiia-'^Sah ranee— Hhndlayas — Afghanislan ~ Doubtful jurassics of 

webtera Garnwal. 

With the exception of the fossiliferous upper Gondwina beds of the east 
coast, leferred to in a previous chapter, no marine beds of Jurassic age 
are known to occur in the peninsular area proper, and even as regards these 
it is still uncertain whether they should not be regarded as more recent 
in their origin. But in the debateable tract lying east of the Indus and 
west of the Arivallis, marine Jurassic rocks attain a large development 
in Cutcli and in western Rijputina. 


The Jurassic area of Cutch^ may be considered as occupying a number 
of post-tertiary islands, now connected by alluvial flats. The largest of 
these islands, that forming the western and central portion of Cutch, is 
about a hundred and twenty miles long, from east to west, by about forty 
broad. To the north-east of it is the district of Wigad, another ancient 
island nearly fifty miles from east to west, and, excluding alluvium and 
** Rann/' twenty -five miles broad. Farther north four isolated masses of 
hills, chiefly composed of lower Jurassic rocks, extend in a line nearly a 
hundred miles in length from east to west. These are the so called islands 
in the Rann,* Patcham, Kharir (Khurreer or Kurreer), Bela and Chorar. 


^ The account of this province is taken partly 
from a report by Mr. Wynne, Memoirs^ XI, pp. 
1—293,(1872), and partly from manuscript notes 
by the late Dr. Stoliezka. The Cephalopoda have 
been determined by Dr. Waagen, and described 
in the PaL Indicas series ix, {1873-75). It 
should, perhaps, be noticed that Dr. Waagen’s 
views of specific distinction differ from those of 
many paleontologists, and that, as he points 
out, several of the forms described by him as 


species might by other naturalists not be con- 
sidered to rank higher than varieties. 

^ The “ Rann ” of Catch is an immense tract 
surrounding the province on all sides, except 
the south, and consisting of barren salt marsh 
periodically overflowed by sea water. This 
tract, which is evidently an ancient sea basin 
now filled up by alluvial deposits, will be fur- 
ther described in a subsequent chapter on 
post-tertiary and recent deposits. 
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A few smaller islands also occur, but none of them are of sufficient size 
to be worthy of notice. 

None of the rocks found in Cutch and the adjoining islands are of older 
date than jurassic. In one spot some limestones, containing upper neo- 
comian Cephulopoddy are found resting upon the jurassic series, the 
uppermost group of which may perhaps itself be of intermediate age, and 
belong in part to a lower neocomiau horizon.' In general, the upper 
jurassic beds disappear to the south beneath the Deccan traps, but marine 
tertiary beds (nummulitic) overlap the traps and rest upon the older series 
in many parts of the country, both traps and nummulitic beds being quite 
uncoiiformable to the jurassic formations. 

The lowest beds are seen dipping to the south in the Rann islands, 
and are locally exposed in an anticlinal which runs along the northern 
edge of the province, the intervening synclinal being, for the most part, 
concealed beneath the Rann, From the anticlinal near the Rann there 
is a general dip, varying in amount, to the southward. The greater 
portion of the series is, however, repeated twice in consequence of a great 
fault, which runs from east to west along the northern scarp of the 
Chirwir range of hills south of Bhuj. 

By the earlier observers, including Mr. Wynne, the jurassic series in 
Cutch was simply divided into a lower and an upper group, the former 
chiefly marine, the latter apparently fresh water for the most part, though, 
as was shown clearly by Mr. Wynne, no marked line of division can be 
drawn, for not only is there an absence either of unconformity or of any 
marked break in lithological character between the two subdivisions, but 
marine beds are occasionally found interstratified with the upper, and 
plant beds with the lower group. The examination of the Cephalopoda 
by Dr. Waagen indicated the probability that representatives of several 
European jurassic groups existed in Cutch, and Dr. Stoliczka, re-examining 
the beds with the aid of Mr. Wynne^s geological map and his own 
knowledge of palaeontology, found no difficulty in distinguishing four sub- 
divisions, the three lower of which had been included in the inferior or 
marine group of previous observers, whilst the upper comprised the higher 
fresh water beds, with the uppermost marine strata. The names of the 
groups proposed by Dr. Stoliczka, with their homotaxial equivalents 
amongst European formations, are exhibited on the opposite page. 

The whole thickness of the Cutch jurassic series has been estimated by 
Mr, Wynne at 6,300 feet, of which 3,000, or very nearly half, belong to 

' Dr. Stoliczka unfortunately did not live to {infray p. 286) is conformable to the underlying 
publish the results of his examination of Cutch, Umia beds. He does not precisely state, how- 
but from his rough field notes it appears prob- ever, what are the relations of the upper bed to 
able that the upper neocomiau bed of Ukra the lower at this spot. 
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Classification of the Jurassic sefies in Cutch? 


CUTCH. EUROPE. 


Groups. 

BEDi. 

Zones. 

Croup. 

( 

I. Beds with Ciioceras a.nd Ammo^ 
nites of the rhotomagensis group. 



Cretaceous. 
Upper bieocoinian. 

\ 

Uhia , ^ 

/ 

2. Sandbton«=>s and shales with Cy^ 
cadea and other plants. 

? 

? Wealden. 

3. Sandstones and conglomerates# 
with marine fossils, Ammonites 
{Perisphincies) eudichoiomus.fie^ 
qucns^ liigonia S 7 neei^ T, veri* 
iricosa etc. 

Upper Tithonian 

Lower Tithonian 

1 

1 

Upper jur\ssic. 
Tithoitian and 
Pot Hand. 


4. Sandstones and shales with Am. 
{Phy‘loceras) ptychoicus^ A {Op 
pelia) irachynoius^A. {Perisphinc- 
tes) torquatus, pattinge^iteic. 

Zone of A. (Pesisph) 
muiabilis. 

Zone of A. ( Oppelia) 
tenuilobatus. 

\ Upper 

f JURASSIC, 

f Kimmeridge. 

Kairol. ( 

i 

5. Red ferruginous and yellow sand* 
stones (Kantkot sandstones) 
With Am. {Stepkanoce 7 as) may a, 
An {Aspidoceras) petarmatus^ A. 
{Petisphincies) mirgultrides^ leio^ 
cymon. 

? Zone of A. {Pelt.) 

btmammaius. 
PZone of A. {Pelt.) 
iransversarius. 

Middle 

JURASSIC. 

(Middle oolite). 

^ Oxford. 


6 . Oolites (Dhosa ool te) with Am 
{Siephanoceras) Polyphemus, A. 
{Perisphincies) indo^germanus, 
A. {Aspid) pet armatus, haheanus^ 
A. (JPeli.) arduennensis, etc 

Zone of A. {Amaliheus) 
cofdatus. 

2^ne of A. (Amaliheus) 
lambei H. 


7. White limestones with Am {Pelt.) 
atkleta. A, {Oppelia) bicosiatus, 
etc. 

Zone of A. (Pelt.) ' 
athleta. 

\ 

ChXri , 

S. Shales with ferruginous nodules, 
with Am. {Perisph.) obtusicosia, 
anceps A. {Harpoceras) lunula, 
punctaius, etc. 

Zone of A. (Perisph^ 
ancepSn 

Middle 

. JURASSIC. 

] (Middle oolite). 
Kelloway. 


9. Shales with calcareous bands and 
locally with golden oolite; Am. 
{Steph.) mactocephaluSg iun.idus, 
bullatus, A. {Oppelia) subtos- 
\ tarius, An {Peiisph.) funatus, 

etc. 

Zone of A. {Steph^ 
macrocephalus. 

1/ 

\ 

Patch AM 

i 

10. Light grey limestones and marls 

1 with Am. {Oppelia) setiiger, 

1 Corals and Brachiopoda, etc. 


J Middle 

( JURASSIC 

> (Lower oolite). 

[ Bath. 

1 

f II. Yellow-sandstonesand limetones, 
with Ttigonia, Corbula, Cucullece, 
. etc 



Waagen, Pal. Indica^ series IX, Introduction, (1875). 
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the uppermost group alone, the thickness of the other groups not having 
been estimated separately. It must be remembered that the base of the 
whole series is not exposed, and that the upper beds had suffered from 
denudation before they were covered by the traps. 


The Patcham group is thus named from its occurrence in the island 
of Patcham in the Rann. The lowest beds are exposed on the northern 
scarp of a range of hills which runs east and west thiough all the Rann 
islands from Patcham to Chorar. The rocks composing the range dip 
south at a low angle, the crest of the hills and the surface of their southern 
slopes being formed of a thick massive bed of yellowish sandstone and 
limestone, which contains Corbula pectinata^ Ascarte compressa, a Trigo- 
nia closely resembling Z*. hiterlsbvigata^ Cucullma virgata and other 
fossils 1 Below the massive bed come shales and sandstones, all more or 
less calcareous, containing a Rhynconella^ near R. concznna, Lima^ Ger^ 
villia^ a small Exogyra^ etc. The lowest bed seen in Patcham island is 
calcareous sandstone abounding in the small Exogyra. The same lower 
beds are seen in Koari Bet, a small islet north-west of Patcham, and on 
the northern flank of the range, in Kharir, Bela, and Chorar, the top of the 
range in all cases consisting of the yellow calcareous rock. The thickness 
of this portion of the beds is at least 500 feet. 

Besides forming the range of hills in the islands of the Rann, the 
Patcham limestone is exposed at four places in Cutch itself, — at Jarra, Kira 
hill near Ch^ri, Jura hill, and in Halamdn bilinear Lodai — all situated along 
the northern edge of the main province of Cutch, near the borders of the 
Rann. In all these places they appear as inliers, exposed at the crest 
of an anticlinal, and surrounded on all sides by higher beds. At Jarra, 
about fifty miles north-west of Bhuj, there is a bed of white limestone 
containing Scyphia^ a Terehratula^ and small Rhynconellss and, immediately 
above it, a bed of corals. These rocks do not appear to be equally well 
exposed elsewhere. They are at the base of the Ch^ri group and were con- 
sidered by Dr. Stoliczka as the uppermost beds of the Patcham group of 
Cutch. 

The lower portion of the Patcham group has yielded no Cephalopoda^ 
and the higher beds only eight species, all of which are rare. One is 
Nautilus jumai ensisy the others are AmmoniteSy of which one belongs 
to the sub-genus three to StephanoceraSy and three to Perisphtnctes. 
One Stephanoceras is a ol Ammonites macrocephaluSy the typical 

form of which is abundant in the next higher subdivision, and both 
the other species of Stephanoceras pass likewise into the lower beds 


^ As only the Cephalopoda of the Cutch beds 
have been properly compared, it is possible 
that some of the identifications of other fossils 


may require modification. Only those are 
mentioned which are in all probability correctly 
determined. 
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of the Chdri group. With the exception of A. macrocefhalus^ the only 
species found also in European rocks is A, [Oppelid) serrigcr, A\hich 
was originally described from upper bathonian beds. So far as the 
Cephalopoda are concerned, it would be difficult to correlate the Patch- 
am group with any subdivision of the European oolites, but the Patch- 
am Brackzopoda, which, hoA’e\er, have not been thoroughly compared, 
and the position of the beds immediately beneath the strata containing 
A. macrocephalus in abundance, have induced Drs, Stoliczkaand Waagen 
to refer the group to the horizon of the Bath oolite (bathonian). 


The next group in ascending order derives its name from the village of 
Chdri, situated close to the holders of the Rann, about thirty two miles 
north-west of Bhuj. This village has been known since the time of Captain 
Grant, the earliest geological explorer of Cutch, as an admirable locality 
for fossils, and especially for Cephalopoda^ of uhich large numbers are 
found in the calcareous sandstones exposed around Kira hill. 

The Chdri group is composed of four subdivisions, each marked by its 
mineral characters and by the fossils it c(rfitains. The group, as a whole, 
is much more shaly than any of the other subdivisions^ but it contains 
hard bands of limestone or calcareous sandstone forming ridges, which 
are usually distinguished by characteristic forms of Ammoniles, 

The lowest of the four zones or subgroups consists of shales, usually 
of a grey colour, with occasional bands of golden oolite, and sometimes 
nodular shaly limestone. The rock called golden oolite (which is not 
peculiar to India, but which is also found in the jurassics of Europe, and at 
about the same horizon) is very characteristic and easily recognised. It is 
a rather coarse grained limestone, composed of calcareous grains, which 
are coated with a very thin ferruginous layer and are surrounded by a 
matrix of carbonate of lime, so that the stone has much the appearance at 
first sight of a rock with golden coloured mica. In places, as at Chiri 
itself, the golden colite is thick and conspicuous, but it is locally distri- 
buted and often wanting. The most characteristic fossils of these lowest 
Chaii beds are Ammonites {Stephanoceras) macrocephalus^ and allied 
forms of the sub genus Stephanoceras* 

Above the macrocephalus beds come dark shales, often black, with 
ferruginous bands and concretions. Sometimes, how'ever, the nodules 
are of white limestone, and the shales are locally sandy, and associated 
with sandstones, but the beds appear to preserve their lithological 
characters in general thoroughout Cutch. The chief palaeontological pecu- 
liarity of this subdivision is the extreme abundance of a Terehratula^ 
considered by Sowerby a variety of the cretaceous T* biplicata, Planu- 
late Ammonites [Perhphinctes) are also very common. The shales not 
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unfrequently contain remains of plants, but no distinct impressions have 
been found. * 

The next subdivision, in ascending order, is a very thin band, some- 
times only 20 to 30 feet thick, of whitish or grey shale, with bands 
of limestone, which are generally white, but occasionally yellowish or 
brown. Usually this band may be recognised easily by its colour and by 
its presence beneath the Dhosa oolite. The most characteristic fossil 
is A mmonites [Peltoceras) athleta and, in north-western Cutch, the shell 
of this mollusc is usually changed into black calcspar. 

The uppermost Chdri subdivision, or Dhosa oolite, is the most character- 
istic of all both lithologically and paleontologically. It is of no great thick- 
ness, though more developed than the &thleta\i&As, and consists of grey, 
reddish, or brown oolite, sometimes sandy and often nodular. Cephalopoda 
are extremely abundant. And it abounds in many places in a T erehratula 
closely allied to the cretaceous T. sella, and referred to that species as 
a variety by Sowerby. 

The Chiri beds are exposed in several places in Cutch, but they no- 
where occupy a large area. They are found resting upon Patcham beds 
in the southern part of Patcham and Kharir, and in Kakindiya and 
Gdngta, two small islands south-east of Kharir, forming only the axis of a 
quaquaversal anticlinal on the latter, but none are exposed in Bela or 
Chorar, though a small area exists in the extreme north of Wigad. In 
these outcrops the subdivisions are less well marked than to the south- 
ward, and the two characteristic Terebratulse have not been noticed. In 
the mainland of Cutch, the Chdri group occupies two series of inliers. One 
of these series is scattered at intervals along the northern anticlinal range. 
The rocks appear at three places west north-west of Chiri, again around 
Kira hill, near Chdri, the typical locality, they extend nearly twelve miles 
from east to west around the Patcham beds of Juria hill, north of Bhiij, and 
are found in two more outcrops farther east around Halamdn hill, where 
they extend more than six miles, and they again appear a mile farther 
east. Another series of outcrops occurs in the ChSrwdr range, south 
of Bhdj. Here the Chiri beds are brought up at intervals along the 
southern side of the great fault ; they are greatly disturbed and cut up by 
cross faults, but the different bands can be easily recognised,— the Dhosa 
oolite with Terehratula sella, var., the white athleta beds, and the band 
with T. biplicala, var., being always conspicuous. 

The cephalopodous fauna of the Ch^ri group comprises a hundred and 
twelve species, of which thirty-seven areEuropean. The relations between 
those found in the different subdivisions and the corresponding Kelloway 

’ In Dr. Stolieaka’s field rotes he mentions I the lower groups, probably from the Patcham 
having at one locality found fragments of teds, cemented together in the rock at this 
quarts and of a limestone derived from one of horizon. This may indicate an unconformity. 
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and lower Oxford groups in Europe, are the following, according to Dr. 
Waagen : — 

In the lowest Chari subdivision, or macrocephalus beds thirty-one 
Cephalopoda have been found, viz. two species of Belemnites^ three of 
Nautilus and twenty-six of Ammonites [Phylloceras 2, including 
disputabilis^ Lytoceras i, Oppelia i, Harpoceras i, Stephanoceras 13, in- 
cluding A , macrocephalus, and Perisphi notes 8). Three are common to this 
subdivision and the upper Patcham beds, whilst none are known to range 
into higher strata. Sixteen species, or rather more than one-half, are 
found in Europe, all, except tw^o, belonging exclusively to the beds wdth 
A. fnacrocephalus (Low'er Kelloway). 

In the next subdivision, the dark shales wdth Terehratula hipHcata, 
twenty-seven Cephalopoda are found, viz. three Belemniies, one Nautilus, 
one Ancyloceras, and the remainder Ammonites {Phylloceras 2, Oppelia 3, 
Harpoceras 5, Stephanoceras i, and Perisphinctes 1 1), Six of these range 
into higher beds, \vhilst se\ en are European, and of these latter five are 
only found in the beds w’ith A. anceps (Middle Kelloway). 

7 he Athleta beds have yielded twenty species, three Belemnites and 
seventeen Ammonites {Phylloceras i, Amaltheus 2, Oppelia 2, Harpoceras 
2, Peltoceras I, Aspidoceras 2, and Perisphinctes 7) ; five of these are com- 
mon to the next lower subdivision, and two to the Dhosa Oolite. Eight 
are European, six being peculiar to the zone of A, athleta (Upper 
Kelloway). 

In the Dhosa oolite there are thirty-four Cephalopoda, viz, four Belem^ 
nites, one Nautilus, and twenty-nine Ammonites [Phylloceras 2, Harpo* 
ceras i, Peltoceras 5, Aspidoceras 4, Stephanoceras?^, and Perisphinctes 
Four of these range into higher and three into lower beds. Eight are found 
in Europe, the most important being {Aspidoceras) perarmatus, and 
seven of these belong exclusively to the zones of A. {Amaltheus) lamherti 
and A. {Amaltlu) cordatus (Lower Oxford). Other fossils, especially 
Terehratula sella, are abundant in this group. 


The Katrol group, which rests upon the uppermost subdivision of the 
Chdri beds, is of considerable thickness. It consists of sandstones of 
various kinds, white, brown, pinkish grey, etc., and shales usually grey or 
reddish, but sometimes very dark coloured, like those of the Am, anceps 
zone. Ferruginous nodules and concretions sometimes occur in the shales 
which prevail towards the base of the group, the upper portion being 
chiefly sandstones. On the whole, however, shales predominate. 

These beds form two belts ir Cutch proper. The first occurs in the 
anticlinal along the Rann and extends for nearly eighty miles, surrounding the 
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inliers of the Patchara and Chiri groups, and extending to a considerable 
distance beyond them. The exposure of Katrol rocks varies in breadth 
being, where broadest, nearly ten miles wide. The second belt is in the 
ChdrwAr range, south of the great fault This tract is about thirty-five miles 
from east to west, but nowhere more than two miles broad. Besides this the 
greater part of Wigad is occupied by beds apparently belonging to the 
same group. The rocks are very similar in mineral character, consisting 
of a coarse and fine grey, pinkish and white sandstones above, and grey 
or yellowish shales below, but the Cephalopoda found are almost all dis- 
tinct, and appear to indicate a lower horizon From their development 
around the town of Kantkot, these Wigad beds have received the name 
of Kantkot sandstone. 

The Cephalopoda of this Kantkot sandstone are nineteen in number, 
four Belemnites and fifteen Ammonites [Phylloceras i, Aspidoceras 2, 
Stephanoceras 5, Perisphinctes 7). Four of these Am. {Aspidoceras) 
perarmatuSyA. {Stephanoceras) maya^fissus^ and opis^ are also found in the 
Dhosa oolite of the Chiri beds, wdiilst only one species, Belemmtes 
grantianus {B. kantkotensis)^ is common to the Kantkot bed and the 
Katrol group in Cutch proper. Thus the Kantkot beds appear by their 
cephalopodous fauna allied more closely to the uppermost Chiri beds than 
to the Katrol group. Three species only of the Kantkot Cephalopoda 
are European, A. {Asp^ perarmhtus, A. (Per,) plicatilisy and A {Perl) 
martelhj and only one of these, the last, is limited to a single zone, that of 
A. {Pelt ) transversarius (Upper Oxford) in Europe, the other two 
ranging lower. Several forms are^ however, allied to upper oxfordian 
species. 

The Katrol group proper has yielded twenty-six species of Cephalopoda^ 
four Belemnites and twenty- two Ammonites {Phylloceras 2, Lytoceras i, 
Haploceras 2, Oppelia 4, besides an Aptychus^ Harpoceras i, Aspidoceras 
5, Perisphinctes 7). Only one of these species, Bel, grantianus^ is found 
wnth certainty in any other group in Cutch, Four species are found in 
Europe, all belonging to the beds of the Kimmeridge group, with A. (Asp.) 
acanthicus. By far the most characteristic and abundant of the Cepha- 
lopoda^ is a non-canaliculate Belemnite, B, katrolensis. 'I'he commonest 
Ammonites A, {Oppelia) kachhensisy A, {Perl) poLtingeri^ A. {Perl) 
katrolensis, and A, {Per) torquatus. 

Imperfect plant remains are common in the Katrol group, as they are 
in many of the lower beds of Cutch, but in one instance near the village of 
Narha, as has already been mentioned in the description of the Gondw'dna 
system several remains of plants, w’hose relations have already been dis- 
cussed on a previous page ^ were found by Mr. Wynne, in shales inter- 
stratified with the Katrol beds and distinctly inferior in position to some 
of the marine bands of the group, 

^Supfaf p. 189. 
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The Umia group derives its name from a small village in western Cutch, 
rather more than fifty miles north-west of Bhuj. Taken as a whole, this 
group appears to equal in development all the other Jurassic beds together, 
being, according to Mr. \Vynne*s estimate, upwards of 3,000 feet thick. It 
is the equivalent of the upper Jurassic group of Mr. Wynne’s Memoir. As 
a rule^ it consists of sandstones of various kinds, and more or less sandy 
shales. The sandstones are very often soft and white or pale brown, 
sometimes variegated, and very generally distinguished by thin bands of 
hard black or brown ferruginous grit. Occasionally the sandstones are 
variegated with pink, red, and brown, they are often very argillaceous and 
tend to decompose into a loose sandy soil, which covers and conceals the 
rocks over a great part of the country. In a few instances carbonaceous 
shale occurs, and in one locality a thin seam of bright Jetty coal. A few 
thin hard bands of sandstones are met with, some being so hard as to be 
almost a quartzite. There is a marked resemblance in the beds of this 
group to some of the upper Gondv\’dna strata of Central India : there are 
the same soft argillaceous sandstones and sandy shales and the same hard 
ferruginous gritty bands. 

Towards the base of the Umia group there is a thick band of calca- 
reous conglomerate, hard and grey, sometimes ferruginous, associated with 
sandstones and shales. In this conglomerate and in some associated beds 
marine fossils are numerous. Throughout all the rest of the group plant 
remains are common, but they are not often sufficiently well preserved to 
be identified. Marine fossils are very rare, but Tfigonia smeeu the most 
typical fossil of the group, has been found in places, as near Vigori, forty 
miles north-west of BhuJ, in beds near the top of the group and well above 
the horizon at which most of the plant fossils have been obtained. 

The beds of the Umia group are covered unconformably by the Deccan 
traps and by tertiary rocks, except in one place, where they underlie 
the upper neocomian (aptien) beds of Ukra bill in north-western Cutch.^ 

The surface occupied by the rocks of the Umia group corresponds in 
magnitude with the thickness of the formation, and embraces nearly, if not 
quite, half of the Jurassic area in Cutch. In Cutch proper these beds ex- 
tend throughout the province from the western extremity near Lakhpat to 
the eastern end beyond Bachao, forming a great plain south of the irregu- 
lar range of hills along the edge of the Rann. They also extend round each 
end of the range, especially to the eastward, where the bottom Umia beds 
extend north of the hills about twenty miles along the edge of the Rann. 
The main belt of Umia beds is from eight to twelve miles across on an 
average. These rocks lap round the western end of the Chirwir range, 
where the great east and west fault to which the range is due appears to 
die out, and they cover another plain, nearly fifty miles in length from east 

* Infra^ p. 286. 
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to west and about eight miles broad, south of the Chirwar range. They 
also form the western portion of Wdgad. 

The plant remains of the Umia group and their relations have already 
been described in the chapter relating to the Gondwdna system. It was 
there shown that twenty-seven species had been identified, of whicli ten 
are either common to the lower oolitic beds of Yorkshire or represented 
by very closely allied forms. Bearing in mind that the plant beds overlie 
the portion of the group which has furnished Cephalopoda, it is remarkable 
to find that the latter exhibit a very decided upper oolitic facies. They 
are eleven in number,^ vtz,^ 

BslemnitBS grantianuLS {kanthotensis). A, (Perisphtncies) hleicheri, 

Belemnites^ 2 sp indet. A. {Per*) occuU^tircatus, 

Am, {Haploceras), cf. iomephorus. A, {Per ) eudtchotomus^ 

A {^Aspidoceras) wynnei, A. (Per*) frequens, 

A, {Perisphinctes\ cf. svprajurensis. A, (Per.) denseplicatus. 

Of these eleven species, one {Belemnites grantianus var. kantkotensis) 
is found in lower beds in Cutch, and the two other forms of Belemnites 
are closely allied to the Katrol species B, claviger and B, kaU olensis, 
and may be identical All the eight Ammonites are restricted in Cutch to 
the Umia group, and two of them {A tomephorus Sivid A, eudichotomus) are 
tithonian species, found in the uppermost jurassic beds of southern Europe, 
whilst A. hletcheii and A^ supfajurensis are found in the Portland strata 
of northern France, and A, occultefurcatus is barely distinguishable from 
another Portland species, A, {Perzsphmctes) boidini. The connection 
between the Cephalopoda of the Umia group and the forms found in the 
uppermost jurassic beds of Europe is consequently very marked, and 
Dr Waagen states that the same marked similarity exists between the 
lamellibranchiate bivalves of the same beds in the two regions.® 

The Cephalopoda are, however, rare and exceptional in the Umia group, 
and they form by no means so important a portion of the fauna as in the 
other groups. The commonest Umia fossils are two species of Trigonta 
{T, smeet and 71 ventricosa), the latter being also found in the neocomian 
rocks of South Africa, whilst a very closely allied form {T, tuhei'cuhfera) 
occurs in cretaceous beds in Southern India. The occurrence of these 
T?igoni<B in upper Gondwana strata near Rajamahendri has already 

Nine, according to Dr. Waagen {Pal Indtca^ call attention to a trivial error, but because 
series ix, 225, 232}, but he appears to have the relations of the Umia group are of consid- 
overlooked two forms — Belemnites kanikoiensis eiable importance and ha've been disputed, 
{grantianus)^ stated at page 4 to have been In consequence of the great importance of this 
found in Umia beds and the specimens from group, the evidence upon which its relations 
the same group doubtfully referred to B da- to the upper jurassic beds of Europe are based 
^iger on p, 7. These very trifling and unim- is g ven in full, 
portant oversights are not noticed m order to » Pal Indica, series ix, 225, (1875). 
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most characteristic beds being whitish or greyish sandstone, very fine and 

been noticed. Other forms of common 
occurrence in the Umia group are 
species of Trtgonia allied to 7*. vau^ 
i:lavellata and gtbbosa^ Astarte tnajor^ 
a Gervillia^ a peculiar GiypUssa^ in- 
termediate in form between G. dila- 
tat a and d?. vesiculafis^ Go7tiomya^ etc. 
Some of these range into lower groups 
also. A portion of the jaw* of a Ple^ 
siosaurus, also obtained from these 
beds, is said to be undistinguishable 

from that of P, arcuaius^ Owen, from 
Fig. Kraurs. na- England.^ 

Owing to the circumstance that, with the exception of the Cephalo^ 
poda^ the large collections of fossils made in Cutch by Messrs Wynne, 
Fedden, and Stoliczka have not hitherto been examined and compared, the 
distribution of many of the most characteristic species has not been defi- 
nitely ascertained. Amongst the forms which are most abundantly pre- 
served in the lower groups of the Cutch Jurassic series are species of Pleu- 
rotamaria^ Pkoladomya granosa^ Ph. angulata, PA, inornata^ Corbula 
lyrata, C, fectinata^ Nucida cunet/ormis^ Cucullaa virgata^ Ttigonia 
cost at a and Ostrea marsh ii. 

On the next page is given a table which shows the general result of 
Dr. Waagen^s examination of the jurassic Cephalopoda found in Cutch. 
The correspondence, not only with the European jurassic rocks as a 
whole, but with the different groups into 'which they are divided, is re- 
markable, and greater than is known in any other Indian formations, the 
only other series of Indian rocks of which the fauna has been sufficiently 
examined to justify the comparison, the cretaceous series of Southern 
India, showing much less close agreement in the distribution of the fauna, 
and especially of the Cephalopoda^vfiXh the corresponding groups in Europe. 
The only remarkable instance in which the Cephalopoda of the Cutch juras- 
sics differ from their representatives in the jurassic rocks of Europe, is in 
the prevalence in the Indian area of the macrocephali at a higher horizon 
than in Europe. In Cutch they abound in the Dhosa oolite and Kantkot 
sandstone, the other Cephalopoda of which are of Oxford, and in the 
latter case of upper Oxford types^ whilst in Europe they are not known 
above the base of the Kelloway group. As will, however, be shown in 
the next chapter, some of the cretaceous forms of Ammonites found in 
Southern India show a remarkable resemblance to the jurassic forms of 
^ Lydekker, Records^ XXII, 50, (1889). 
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macrocephalt\ and in this instance they are associated with species allied 
to Ammojiites characteristic of even older European deposits. 
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The occarrence of jurassic rocks in the desert tract to the north of the 
Rann of Cutch has been known for many years A few species were obtained 
from the country immediately north of the Rann by Sir H, Pottinger, but 
the only tracts which have yet been explored by a geologist lie further 
north, near Bdlmer, in Jai?*aliper and in Bikaner. Five distinct groups of 
rocks have been recognised jind named as follows 

5. Aburbeds. 

4 * Parihar sandstones. 

3. Bed^sar group. 

2. Jaisalmer limestones. 

I. Bdlmer sandstones. 

The Bdlmer rocks consist of sandstones, grits, and conglomerates, the 
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compact, and a still liner rock approaching a compact shale, white, but 
veined and blotched with purple. These beds must attain a considerable 
thickness, but only the lowest are well exposed, the upper strata being 
probably softer. The lower members of the group are well seen at Bdimer 
itself, where they rest upon the Nfalani volcanic rocks, and in some hills 
near Naosir, about thirty miles farther east. Fragmentary plant remains 
are common, but nothing sufBciently well preserved for determination has 
been found, and no remains of animals have been detected in the beds. 

East and south-east of Jaisalmer, beneath the marine Jurassic beds of 
the next group, a considerable thickness of white, grey, and brown sand- 
stones is exposed, interstratified wdth numerous bands of hard black and 
browm ferruginous sandstone and grit. Towards the base are some soft 
argillaceous sandstones, streaked and blotched with purple, and closely 
resembling the Bilmer beds, except that they are less hard. These 
rocks probably belong to the Bilmer group. They have a lithological 
resemblance to the Umia group of Cutch and to some of the Gondw^na 
beds of the Central Provinces. The only fossils found, except fragments 
of leaves, were some pieces of dicotyledonous fossil wood 

The sandstones and limestones of the Jaisalmer group rest upon the beds 
last described, and consist of thick bands of compact buff and light brown 
limestone interstratified wdth grey, brown, and blackish sandstone, with some 
conglomerate. The limestone forms conspicuous scarps close to the town 
of Jaisalmer, and it is highly fossiliferous, containing^amongst other species 
Terebratula biplicata^T. intermedia^ Pholadomya granosa^ Corbuia lyrata^ 
C. pectinata^ Trigonia costata^ Nucula cuneiformis, Pecten lens^ and 
Nautilus kumagunensis. Ammonites {Stephanocera^) jftssus has been 
obtained from the neighbourhood, but very possibly from a different horizon 
for in Cutch it belongs to the Dhosa oolite and the Kantkot sandstone 
(both Oxford), whilst Nautilus kumagunensis is only found at a lower 
horizon in the beds with Am. macrocephalus at the base of the Chiri group. 
Terebratula biplicata in Cutch is chiefly characteristic of a rather higher 
horizon than that of the mao ocephalus beds. There can, however, be but 
little hesitation in referring the Jaisalmer limestones to the age of the Chari 
group. 

The Jaisalmer limestones are overlaid by a group of purplish and red- 
dish sandstones, with thin layers of black vitreous ferruginous sandstone. 
Some beds of a red calcareous sandstone contain fossils which have not 
been determined. Some of them closely resemble forms from the Katrol 
group of Cutch. These sandstones have been distinguished as the Beddsar 
group ^ and are overlaid by the Parihar group of soft, white felspathk 
sandstones, which weather into a clean sugary sand, largely composed of 

> R. D Oldham, Recotds, XIX, 158, (i886). 
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subangular fragments of transparent quartz. The uppermost beds of the 
jurassics are sandstones, shales and limestones; among which there is one 
very conspicuous fossiliferous band, known locally as Abur, a name which 
has been applied to the village where it is quarried; and formerly referred to 
in the Survey publications as the ammonite bed of Kuchri.^ It is a thin bed 
of buff coloured limestone, weathering red, and abounding in yellow colour- 
ed ammonites of three or four species. None can be safely identified ivith 
any Cutch species, though one form is very near A. {Stephanoceras) opis^ 
which is common to the Dhosa oolite and Kantkot sandstone of Cutch, 


Jurassic beds are again found In the western half of the Salt 
range and in its trans-Indus continuation, where the lower beds 
rest upon the triassic rocks, and consist of sandstones of varying colour, 
succeeded in ascending order by limestones, clays, and soft white sand- 
stones, then come bands of haematite, several feet in thickness, and 
thinner layers of golden oolite, precisely similar to the rock of Cutch, 
the upper portion of the group consisting of coarse brown sandstones, 
yellow marls, white sandstone and hard grey limestone bands. The 
sandstones are often conglomeratic and the limestones are most largely 
developed to the westward. Small layers and patches of bright jetty 
coal occur in places towards the base of the group and west of the Indus 
near K^lab^gh, but there is nothing like a seam of coal. The patches of 
coal appear to be merely carbonised fragments of drift w-ood. 

The Salt range jurassic beds are not found east of the neighbourhood 
of Naushahra. They begin to appear a little further west than the triassic 
ceratite strata and, increasing much in thickness, continue to the Indus. 
West of that river the same rocks re-appear in the Maiddni (Chichili) 
hills, where they are well developed and more fossiliferous than in the Salt 
range. They are well seen in the Chichdli pass, and extend round the curve 
of the range further to the southward than the Productus limestone 
does, disappearing beneath the tertiary rocks about six miles south of 
Mulakhel,^ but are again found in the Shaikh Budfn hills. 

Until the fossils of the Salt range jurassic beds are examined in detail, 
it is not possible to say exactly what members of the jurassic series are 
represented. Dr, Waagen has shown that there is a close connection 
between the Salt range oolitic beds and those of Cutch,® but that the Spiti 
shales of the Himalayas contain a very different fauna. The Kelloway 
portion of the Ch^rl beds is distinctly represented in the Punjab, and some 
of the higher jurassic groups also. Cephalopoda are scarce, except west 
of the Indus, where Ammonites and Belemnites occur rather more 

* W. T. Blanford, Records, X, i6, (1877), [ (1853). 

* Flcmmg, 7 our. As.Soc. XXII, 278, 1 8 Jndica, series i*, 236, (1875)- 
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abundantly, especially in the fine section of Jurassic beds exposed in the 
Chzchdli pass. 


The Jurassic rocks of the Himalayas have long been known by their 
fossils, which had acquired a sacred character and become objects of com- 
merce. They are represented in the central Himalayas by a series of 
dark grey and black shales, known as the Spiti ^ shales, whch contain 
numerous calcareous concretions, a large proportion of which are formed 
round fossils. The thickness of these shales is about 300 feet, and their 
original extension has been very much restricted by the great denudation 
they have undergone. 

The Spiti shales are said to lie conformably on the underlying lime- 
stones, which vrere regarded by Dr. Stoliczka as lias, and the presence of 
passage beds, in the shape of a small thickness of clayey slates, is indicated. 
In view of the probability that the beds regarded as lias are in reality 
uppermost trias, and of the abrupt change of lithological character which 
takes place at the base of the Spiti shales everywhere except in Spiti, it 
seems more natural to suppose that there is an unconformity which has not 
yet been recognised. 

The Spiti shales are overlaid by about 600 feet of a light yellow silicious 
sandstone, known as the Giumal sandstone, which was regarded by 
Dr. Stoliczka* as upper Jurassic in age, but has more recently been classed 
as neocomian.* 

Jurassic rocks are known to occur nortli of Nepil, characteristic fossils 
having been brought from that direction by traders, and the Spiti shales have 
been recognised to the north of the Karakoram range in one direction, and 
in Hazara in the other. In Hazdra they are perfectly typical and are recog- 
nisable both lithologically and palaeontologically. In the Sirban mountain 
they rest unconformably on a surface of triassic limestones, eroded and 
pierced by boring molluscs. They are conformably succeeded by sandy and 
calcareous beds, abruptly overlaid, but with no observed unconformity, by 
a sandstone containing a lower cretaceous fauna. 

Further south the Spiti shales have not been recognised with certainty, 
but in the SuUiraan range some black shales, overlaid by sandstones, are 
found below the cretaceous limestone of the Takht-i-SuIiim£n^ and a similar 
section is said to be observable in the eastern termination of the Safed 
Koh,® but the identification lacks the support of fossil evidence. In the 
southern part of the Hazdra district Jurassic rocks are represented by a 


^ F. StoHczkn, Memoirs^ V, 85, (186$). 

^ Memcirsy V, 113, (1865). 

* C. L. Griebbach, Memohsy XXIII, 80, 


(1891). 

* Recofdsy XVn, 184, (1884). 
s Records^ XXV, 81, (1892). 
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band,^ composed almost entirely of Trigonia vcntricosa^ associated with 
layers containing Ammonites, Gryi)h<£a and whose age relative 

to the Spiti shales is undetermined. 

This will be the most convenient place to mention certain fossiliferous 
beds, underlying the nummulitics of the outliers in south-western Garhwdl, 
whose chief interest lies in the fact that they contain the only preteitiary 
organic remains that have been recognised in the outer Himalayas south of 
the main snowy range. They were originally discovered by Mr. Med* 
licott ^ in the Tal valley immediately east of the Ganges and have conse- 
quently been fiequently referred to as the Fal beds. 

They are described by Mr, Middlemiss as grits or quartzites, frequently 
calcareous and passing into limestone in places. The fossils are mostly 
fragmentary, but among them he considered that corals, belemnites 
lamellibranchs and gasteropods were represented, the whole indicating a 
probably jurassic age. Subsequent critical examination, however, failed to 
discover any specimens determinable with sufficient accuracy to indicate 
the age of the rocks. Judging from their stratigraphical position they are 
probably mesozoic, but beyond this nothing can be decided 

» A. B. Wynne, Records, XII, 125, (1879). | « RecoH^, XVII, 161, (1884) ; XVIII, 73, 

* Menwirsf III, pt. 11, 69, (1804). 1 (1885) 



CHAPTER X. 


MARINE CRETACEOUS ROCKS OF THE INDIAN PENINSULA. 


Cretaceous rocks of Southern India — Relations to cretaceous r^cks of Assam and South 
Africa — Cretaceous rocks of the lower Narbadd valley— Relations to cretaceous of Europe— 
Contrast to cretaceous of Southern^ India — ^An Indo-African land connection — Doubtfully 
cretaceous sandstones of the Narbada valley and of Kathiawar. 

The occurrence of cretaceous rocks in Southern India was first ob- 
served in 1840 by Mr. Kaye of the Madras Civil Service, who, in company 
with Mr. Brooke Cunliffe and others, collected a large series of fossils, 
which were examined by Professor E. Forbes. The rocks near Pondi- 
cherri had, however, some years before attracted the notice of Mens. E. 
Chevalier, but no account of them was published until after the appearance 
of Mr. Kaje’s description. A collection of fossils from the neighbour- 
hood of Pondicherri was examined by A. D'Orbigny, and referred to an 
upper cretaceous age. Forbes, on the other hand, referred the beds of 
Trichinopoli and Viruddhichalam to the age of the upper greensand or 
sjault, and the Pondicherri beds to the ncocomian. It w^s shown by Mr. H 
F. Blanford that beds of two ages exist near Pondicherri, and he, folio w'- 
ing Professor Forbes, considered the lower of these or Valudayur beds 
iieocomian and older than any of the Trichinopoli rocks, but the thorough 
examination of all the Southern Indian fossils by Dr. Stohezka has proved 
that the general homotaxis is middle and upper cretaceous, and that the 
neocomian and oolitic forms, w*hich led to a portion of the beds being 
originally classed as lower cretaceous, are less numerous than the middle 
cretaceous species with which they are associated. It was also found 
that the fauna of the Valudayur beds had more species than was at first 
supposed in common with the lewdest group of the Trichinopoli area, and 
the two were consequently considered identical. The Cephalopoda of the 
lower beds comprise several species found in the gault of Europe, and the 
number was at first supposed to be larger than it proved on subsequent 
closer investigation, but as there are scarcely any representatives of gault 
forms amongst the very numerous and beautifully preserved Gasteropoda 
and Lamellibranchiata {Pelecyfpoda)^ the whole of the Southern Indian 
beds were finally refcried by Dr. Stoliezka to an age not older than the 
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upper greensand of England (cenomanian), and ranging thence to the 
upper chalk (senonian). 

The rocks of cretaceous age in Southern India ^ occupy, with relation 
to older and newer formations, a very similar position to that of the out- 
crops of upper Gondwdna beds faither to the northward. The cretaceous 
beds occur in the great plain ^vhich extends along the Coromandel coast 
from the north of the Godivari to Cape Comorin. They rest to the 
west upon the gneiss, or occasionally upon small patches of the upper 
Gondwana (Rdjmah^l) beds, they have a low dip to the eastward, 
and are covered up on the east by pleistocene beds, known as Cuddalore 
sandstones, and b) the alluvium of the sea coast. The cretaceous beds are 
exposed at the surface in three detached areas, separated from each other 
by the alluvial deposits of the Penner and Vellar rivers. The southern 
and largest of these areas, between the Vellar and Coleroon rivers, is in 
the Trichinopoli district, and known as the Trich*nopoli area. North 
of Vellar ar two much smaller exposures near Viruddhichalara and Pon- 
dicherri respectively, and named from those towns. 

The Trichinopoli aiea extends about twenty-five miles from north to 
south, and for about the same breadth where widest, but it is veiy irregular 
in form. South of the Coleroon (the principal outlet of the river Cauvery) 
no cretaceous beds have been traced, and the southern boundary of the 
cretaceous area north of the Coleroon is chiefly formed by gneiss. To the 
northward the cretaceous rocks disappear beneath the alluvium of the Vellar 
river and re-appear north of the river at Viruddhdchalam forming the 
Viruddhichalam area, in which only the highest cretaceous group is ex- 
posed, and even this is only visible at very few points. It occupies a tract 
of country about fifteen miles long from north-north-east to south-south- 
west by about five broad, with gneiss to the west and tertiary Cuddalore 
sandstone to the east. There is a second break in the rocks at the Penner 
river, and alluvium extends to the neighbourhood of Pondicherri, causing 
an interval of about twenty-five miles in the belt of cretaceous rocks before 
they re-appear near Valudayur, ten miles west by north from Pondicherri. 
Here they occupy a small tract of country about twelve miles long from 
north-east to south-west, by six miles broad, and only separated from the 
sea on the east by a band of Cuddalore sandstones two to four miles wide. 
To the west is a narrower strip of Cuddalore sandstone, beyond which the 
country consists of gneiss. 

^ For a complete description oE the geology the exception of the BeUmniies and Nautili^ 
by Mr. H. F. Blanford, see Memotis, IV, pp. which are by Mr. H. F. Blanford. Some addi- 
X-2i7i (1862). The fossils aie described and tional notes on the Cephalopoda are published 
figured in four volumes, comprising Series in the I, 32, (x808), and on the fossils 

vi, and viii, (1861-73) of the generally, by Mr. R. B. Foote, in RecoidSj 

legia IndicOf^ idl by Dr. F. Stoliczka, with XII, 159, (1879). 
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In all three areas there appears to be a low dip to the east, the lowest 
beds appearing at the western boundary and higher groups succeeding in 
regular order to the eastward. Many of the dips seen in the rocks are, 
liowever, deceptive, being due to oblique lamination or false bedding, which 
prevails extensively throughout the series and especially in the southern 
portion of the Trichinopoli area. In the Viruddhdchalam and Pondicherri 
areas the rocks are ill seen, and the dips are less distinct, but there 
appears every probability that the same low dip prevails in the Pondicherri 
or Valudayur area ; the direction is, however, south-east rather than east. 

The series is divided into three groups named, in descending order 
Ariyalur, Trichinopoli, and Utatur* The following table taken from the 
Palaeontologia Indica , exhibits Dr. Stoliczka^s final views as to the 
representation by these groups of the European cretaceous subdivisions : 


South IndA 
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1 
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i 
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Group. ^ 
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' iuSy Exogyra suborbiculaia (Gry^ 
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depressa^ 

Chalk marl 
and upper 
greensand. 

Cenomanian 
Or Tourtia 

Unter Quade 
Unterer Qua- 
dersandstein, 
and Unterer 
Planer. 


The Utatur group derives its name from a large village twenty miles 
north-north-east of Trichinopoli. The beds composing the group are chiefly 
argillaceous ; fine silts, calcareous shales, and sandy clays, frequently con- 
cretionary and more or less tinted with ochreous matter, prevail through- 
out the group, and in the southern portion of the area constitute almost 
the entire bulk of the deposit. North of the parallel of Utatur, limestone 
bands become intercalated in the lower or western part of the group and 
sands, grits, and conglomerates in the upper or eastern part, these changes 
in mineral character being accompanied by a great enrichment of the 


* Pal, Tndicay series viii, IV, Introdtiction, of misprints, the proof of the original was pro- 
p.ii, (1S73). As there are several slight errors, bably not corrected hy Dr. Stoliczka. 
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fauna in the first case and an impoverishment in the latter. Conglomerates 
are of very rare occurrence in the lower beds. Gypsum occurs in most of 
the argillaceous strata, and is to a certain extent characteristic of the 
group. The dips are often irregular, and apparently due to the original 
deposition of the beds on shelving banks. This irregularity of dip renders 
it impossible to form any trustworthy estimate of the thickness attained by 
the group as a whole ; it may, how^ever, be roughly estimated as probably 
not less than i,ooo feet. 

At the base of the Utatur group there are, in several places, large 
masses of coral reef limestone, resting sometimes on the upper Gondw^na 
plant beds, more frequently on the gneiss, and occasionally on the lowest 
beds of the Utatur group Itself. The rock is a nearly pure pale coloured 
limestone, compact and homogeneous, but often with a flaggy structure, 
and frequently irregularly banded with white streaks, which, on weathered 
surfaces, exhibit the corals of which they are composed. The mass of the 
rock also sometimes abounds in corals, but more frequently no organic 
structure can be traced. In lithological character this rock precisely 
resembles the coral reef limestone of the present day, as described by 
Darwin, Dana, Jukes, and other observers. 

The usual position of this limestone is at the base of the Utatfir 
group, resting upon older rocks. The coral reefs appear to have been 
tiequently exposed to denudation during the deposition of the later 
Utatur beds, amongst which, in places, calcareous bands are found, ap- 
parently derived from the w'aste of the reefs. The coral limestone now 
remains in the form of small isolated patches, scattered along the 
western and southern margins of the cretaceous beds. In one locality, 
however, close to the village of Caligudi, on the southern boundary 
of the cretaceous area and twenty miles nrrth-east of Trichinopoli, by far 
the largest outcrop of the limestone in the area occurs at the base of 
the Trichinopoli group. This outcrop is of considerable breadth, and 
extends, with one or two breaks, for about six miles. From an examina- 
tion of all the circumstances, however, it has been satisfactorily ascer- 
tained that this outcrop also belongs to the Utatfir gioup, and that the 
Trichinopoli group rests unconformably upon it. 

The coral reefs appear to have been scattered over the sea bottom in 
shallow water, and probably along the coast, at the commencement of 
the period during which the cretaceous deposits of Southern India were 
formed. The remaining beds of the Utatiir group w^ere probably 
deposited in water of moderate depth, and some of them appear to 
have accumulated on submarine banks, possibly formed in tidal channels 
Hence the false bedding so prevalent in the rocks. The coarser con- 
stituents of the rocks to the northward appear to indicate that the 
current which brought the sediment flowed from that direction, and the 
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occurrence of littoral forms of mollusca in greater abundance throughout 
the northern parts of the area may be accounted for in the same manner. 
The beds in the southern portion of the Utatur area appear to hs\e been 
formed of fine silt, deposited in a bay where the foice of the current was 
less than to the noithward, and the fossils which occur are mostly the 
remains of pelagic animals, such as Belemnites, a few Ammonites^ 
chiefly of Cristati group, or else peculiar forms of Verm^iidw {Tubuh 
ostiuvi disi.oideu 7 n and T, callo^um)^ which piobably lived in the mud. 
The Am?/zon/^es 3 ind Nautili^ which are numerous to the northward, are 
scarce in the southern portion of the area. Cycadeaceous fossil wood, 
sometimes bored by Teredo and other Pholadidee^ abounds in certain 
parts of the group. On the w’hole, there appears every reason to believe 
that the Utatiir beds were formed in the neighbourhood of a coast line. 

The distribution of the Utatur beds in the Trichinopoli district is very 
simple. They form the western portion of the cretaceous area through- 
out, their outcrop being in general from three to five miles broad, except 
to the northward, where it diminishes in consequence of the beds being 
osrerlapped by those of the next group, till, at the village of Olapddi in 
the northern portion of the tract, the breadth of the Utatur outcrop does 
not exceed half a mile. At the extreme northern point of the area, both 
the Utatdr and Trichinopoli groups are completely overlapped by the 
uppermost subdivision. 

The Utatur beds are not represented in the Viruddhdcbalam area, but 
they re-appear, as already mentioned, near Pondicherri. Here the beds 
formerly classed as the Valudayur group, and considered neocomian by 
Forbes, but which were shown by Stoliezka to contain several species of 
fossils common to the Utatur group, consist chiefly, like the strata near 
Utatur, of argillaceous beds, sandy shales, and sands, with occasional bands 
of limestone and calcareous concretionary nodules. Conglomerates occasion- 
ally occur amongst the lowest beds seen, but the most characteristic band 
is composed of dark grey, compact limestone in large nodules, sometimes 
highly fossiliferous, Baculiies vagina being the commonest fossil. 

The area occupied by the Utatur or Valudayur beds near Pondicherri 
extends from Valudayur for about nine miles to the north-east and is 
about four miles broad. The beds are not seen to rest upon any older 
formation. The country north and south is covered with alluvium. To the 
eastward the Utatur beds disappear beneath the Ariyalur group, and to 
the westward beneath the Cuddalore sandstones of Tiruvakarai (Trivicary). 
The beds to the westward appear to be the lowest, and there is a dip to 
the eastward. 

Tne fauna of the Utatur group is very rich, no less than 297 species of 
Invertebraia having been described from it. It has yielded an especially 
laige number of Cephalopoda^ 109 species, 95 of which have not been met 
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with ill the Trichinopoli or Ariyalur group. Of these 109 species, 27 are 
known to occur in Europe, or elsewhere out of India, and although the 
majority are distinctly and characteristically middle cretaceous forms, three 
are, in Europe, neocomian species, viz. Nautilus neocomiensis^ Ammonites 
velledesj and A. rouyanus^ whilst no less than nine are found in the gault, 
several of the latter tanging, however, into the upper greensand (Ceno- 
manian). Amongst the forms which are not European, the most remark- 
able are three species belonging to the section of Ammonites known as 
globosiy which, amongst European rocks, are especially characteristic of 
the triassic period A Very large proportion of the Cephalopoda were 
collected in the neighhourhood of two villages, Odiam and Maravatur, on 
the road from Perambalur to Arialdr, and about twelve miles north-east 
of Utatur. 

The Gastefopoda comprise only 43 species, a number far in- 
ferior to that found in each of the other groups, and the majority of 
these are littoral forms. The Lamellibranchiata {Pelecypoda) are 79 
in number, the Brachiopoda 9, Echinodermafa 10, and Corals 42, with one 
species of sponge and one annelid. The forms found also in other coun- 
tries belong almost without exception to the upper greensand (cenomanian) 
or higher groups, thus presenting a remarkable difference from the Cephas 
lopodUy in which gault forms are so largely represented. The only fossils 
of much importance, besides the Mollusca^ are the corals, which, from the 
prevalence of reefs at the base of the group, are superbly represented, no 
less than 42 species, belonging to 23 genera, being known to occur. 

The Tiichinopoli, or middle group, of the Southern Indian cretaceous 
series derives its name from the district of Trichinopoli, to which it is, so 
far as present exploration extends, entirely restricted. To the south it 
consists chiefly of sands and clays, very irregularly bedded, with a few 
bands of limestone and some conglomerates, and it differs lithologically 
only in one important respect, which will be descrioed presently, from the 
Utatur group. North of the parallel of Utatdr regular bands of shell 
limestones become intercalated in the lower beds of the deposit and, to 
the northward, the whole group is composed of regularly stratified alterna- 
tions of sand, sandy clays, and shales, with bands of shell limestone^ 
calcareous grit and conglomerate, 

A peculiarity by which both the Ariyaldr and Trichinopoli beds in 
the southern part of the cretaceous area are distinguished from the 
Utatdr is the occurrence of granite pebbles in considerable quantity 
in the gravels and conglomerates of the two former, whilst none are 
found in the lower subdivision. In the Utatur group the materials of 
the few conglomeratic or gravelly beds which occur are derived either 
from the gneiss or from the coral reef limestone, whilst in the two 
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upper groups conglomerates are more frequently met with, and loose 
masses of unstratified giaiel and beds of rolled pebbles, almost entirely 
composed of granitic materials and resembling the shingle of a sea 
beach, are of common occurrence. The source of the granite pebbles 
was evidently the broad belt of granitic rocks which forms the southern 
boundary of the cretaceous area, dividing it from the alluvium of the Cauvery 
throughout the greater portion of its extent, and the necessary inference 
is, that this band of rock was in all probability beneath the sea during the 
deposition of the Utatiir beds, and that it was elevated above the water 
in the interval between the Utatur and Trichinopoli ages. 

The Trichinopoli beds are, even more characteristically than the 
Utaturs, the littoral deposits of a shallow sea. This is proved, not only 
by the frequent occurrence of coarse sediment and the great irregularity of 
the deposits in part of the area, but by the abundance of fossil wood, almost 
exclusively exogenous and apparently cycadeaceous. Trunks of trees 
are met w ith of great size, as much as three feet in diameter and sixty 
feet in length, much of the w’ood being perforated by boring mollusca. 

The shell limestone of Garudamangalam, east of Utatur, and other 
places is a very fine, hard, bluish grey, translucent rock, usually abounding 
in beautifully preserved shells, both Gasteropoda and Lamellibranchiata^ 
w'hich retain their original polish, and occasionally even the colouration of 
their surfaces. This rock, known as Trichinopoli marble, is largely 
quarried for ornamental purposes, and has yielded a considerable propor- 
tion of the fossils found in the group. The limestone occasionally contains 
pebbles of granite or fragments of fossil wood, either of which is sufficient 
to distinguish it, even when it is unfossiliferous, from the Utatur lime- 
stones. 

The beds of the Trichinopoli group are unconformable to the Utaturs, 
upon which they rest throughout the greater part of the area, the evidence 
of unconformity not being confined to overlap, but depending chiefly upon 
the proof afforded, by the rocks at the southern edge of the area, that the 
Utatur beds had been disturbed and faulted, probably at the period of 
upheaval of the granitic band already mentioned, before the deposition of 
the Trichinopoli formation. Elsewhere also, the Trichinopoli beds rest 
in places upon a denuded surface of Utaturs. There is also a great 
change in the fauna. In the southern portion of their range the Trichino- 
poli beds rest partly upon the coral reefs, which have been already shown 
to be some of the lowest beds of Utatur age, and partly on the metamor- 
phics, a Considerable portion of the boundary being formed by the 
granitoid rocks so frequently mentioned already. 

The present group, like the Utatdr, is so irregularly bedded, and the 
dips seen are so frequently those of original deposition, that no trust- 
worthy estimate of the thickness can be formed. The general inclination 
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is to the eastward, the average breadth of the outcrop is nearly the same 
as that of the Uiatur beds, and the same minimum thickness^ vis, 1,000 
feet, may be assumed ; the general dip of the bedding in the more regular- 
ly stratified portion of the group to the northward is, however, lower 
than in the underlying group, averaging about 6°. The beds thin out 
greatly to the northward, and are at length completely overlapped by the 
Ariyalurs. 

It has already been stated that the Trichinopoli group is confined, so 
far as is at present known, to the Trichinopoli area. Within that area it 
forms a belt east of that formed by the Utatur group, and extending 
similarly from south-south- west to north-north-east. The Trichinopoli 
outcrop is, however, broader in the southern half of the area, where it is 
about four miles across, than in the northern half, where it is in no place 
more than two miles wide. It thins out and disappears completely about 
two miles south of the place where the Utaturs are similarly overlapped 
by the Ariyalur beds. Along the southern boundary of the Utatdr area, 
several outliers of Trichinopoli beds are found, resting partly on the Utaturs 
and partly on the gneiss, and occasionally overlying the faulted boundary 
between the two formations. These small outliers, one of which, south of 
Tirupatur, forms the south-western corner of the whole area, are composed 
of coarse sands and conglomerates, usually unfossiliferous, but occasionally 
containing Chemnitzia uftdosa and other characteristic Trichinopoli fossils, 
and the materials of which they are formed are derived chiefly fiom the 
metamorphic rocks, but partly from the denudation of the Utatur beds. 

The fauna of the Trichinopoli group, although not quite so rich as 
that of the Utatdr beds, affords a full illustration of the life existing at the 
period, 186 species of Invertebrata having been described from these 
beds by Dr. Stoliczka. The Cephalopoda are comparatively poorly 
developed, only 23 species having been detected, and of these but 10, of 
which four are European, are in India peculiar to the group. All the 
Cephalopoda identified belong to the two genera Nautilus and Ammo- 
nites^ the non-discoid Ammonitoid genera, such as Anisoceras^ Scaphites^ 
Turrilites^ etc., so largely represented in the Utatur group, as well as the 
Belemnites^ so abundant in the lower subdivision, being apparently want- 
ing in the Trichinopoli beds. The Rotomagenses Ammonites, so charac- 
teristic of the lowest cretaceous subdivision in Southern India, are also 
wanting in the higher groups, with one doubtful exception. A few forms, 
usually associated with older strata, still survive, however, such as Ammo- 
nites menu^ belonging to the Armati (a Jurassic group), A. koluturensis of 
the Macrocephalus group, allied to such oolitic species as A, macrocephalus 
and herveyi^ and A, theobaldianus, one of the Plamilati allied to 
upper Jurassic forms, such as A, biplex. Most of the types found are, 
however, characteristically upper cretaceous. 



ariyalOr group. 


239 


Chap. X.] 

On the other hand, Gasteropoda^ comprising 86 species, are much more 
abundant than in the Utatur group, Lamellibranchiata^ comprising 66 
species, being rather less numerous. There are but 5 Brachiopoda and 6 
corals, whilst no Echmodermata have been recognised. The Gasteropoda 
include several siplionostomate genera, rare in the older rocks, and not 
found in the Utatur beds, the number increasing greatly in the next higher 
subdivision, that of Ariyalur. The \vhole fauna exhibits a mixture of upper 
and middle cretaceous forms, and appears fairly to represent the lower 
chalk of England or the turonian of continental geologists. 

The name of the highest group of the Southern Indian cretaceous series 
is derived from the town of Ariyalur, which is situated nearly in the middle 
of the comparatively large expanse of Ariyalur beds in the Trichinopoli 
district. The country occupied by the beds of this group is much covered 
with cotton soil, and sections are even rarer than in the two lower cre- 
taceous subdivisions. 

The Ariyalur beds are more sandy than the twolow’er groups and more 
uniformly bedded, the beds being thick and homogeneous, consisting 
principally of w'hite uniossiliferous sands and grey argillaceous sands, with 
casts of small fossils. Beds of calcareous grit and nodular calcareous 
shales are found towards the base, and again in the upper portion of the 
group, constituting two highly fossiliferons zones, separated by a con- 
siderable thickness of deposits, in which fossils are rare or wanting, 
although some interesting remains of a Megalosaurus were found in one 
of the beds. A band of flints is associated with the uppermost beds. 
There is a marked difference between the fossils of the upper and low^er 
zones in Trichinopoli, and it appears very probable that further examina- 
tion of the rocks, now that the fossils have been compared and determined, 
would justify the separation of this group into two — 2l probability 
which was pointed out by Mr, H. F. Blanford at the time of the original 
survey, although not shown on the map nor applied in the discrimination 
of the fossils, because of the doubts which remained as to the distinction 
of the two subdivisions in the Pondicherri area, where the fossils of 
both upper and lower Ariyalur beds appear to occur together. Conglo- 
merates are of rare occurrence in the Ariyaldr group, though a coarse 
bed is found in places near the base, and there is but little irregularity 
in the bedding, except close to the southern boundary. The constituents 
of the Ariyalur beds were derived chiefly from the metamorphic rocks, 
amongst others from the granitic band to the southward, but a portion 
of the sediment mu.st have been furnished by the waste of some of the 
older cretaceous groups, probably the Utaturs. 

The above description of the lithological characters is principally 
taken from the beds near Ariyalur, but it is also to a great extent 
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applicable to the rocks seen near Viruddhdchalam and Pondicherri. 
In both localities the Ariyaltir deposits are chiefly represented by sands or 
sandy clays, and by beds of arenaceous limestone or calcareous sandstone 
at the base of the group. The strata appear to thin out to the northward, 
and it is far from clear whether the uppermost fossiliferous zone ex- 
tends in that direction, although some of its characteristic fossils, such 
as Nautilus danfcus, occur abundantly near Pondicherri. It has not, 
however, been hitherto found practicable to determine whether a distinct 
upper zone exists near Pondicherri or whether representatives of the 
upper fauna occur in beds of lower horizon than those in which the same 
species are found near Ariyalur. 

There is consequently some obscurity concerning the relations of the 
beds belonging to the Ariyalur group amongst themselves, and this difficulty 
is complicated by the circumstance that there is in many places an ap- 
parent passage from the Trichioopoli group into the Ariyalur beds, the 
rocks being similar in mineral character near the junction, and the fossils 
being chiefly forms which appear to range from one group into the other. 
It is highly probable that further examination of the ground, which, as 
has been already noticed, is so much concealed by superficial accumula- 
tions that the different groups can frequently only be traced by their fossils, 
would show either that the number of groups or of palaeontological zones 
must be increased, or else, in some cases, that fossils supposed to have been 
procured fiom the Trichinopoli group, have really been derived from the 
Ariyaltir, and vice versa. 

The area occupied by the Ariyalur beds in the eastern portion of the 
r richinopoli tract amounts to about 200 square miles, or more than that 
covered by both the other subdivisions together, the outcrop where broad- 
est, near Ariyalur, is about sixteen miles wide and extends for twenty-six 
miles from north to south. 

The Ariyaldr beds also occupy tiie greater portion of a tract sixteen 
miles long by five miles broad near Viruddhdchalam, and another about 
twelve miles long from south-west to north-east, by two miles broad, west 
of Pondicherri, whilst a very small exposure of them occurs close to the 
coast ten miles north of Pondicherri, and another still smaller three miles 
farther north. 

The lowest fossiliferous zone is founc} resting upon the Trichinopoli 
beds, throughout the western portion of the Ariyalur area in the Trichinopoli 
district, and the same zone appears to be also represented in the Virud- 
dhdchaldm and Pondicherri exposures. The great bulk of the outcrop in 
all three tracts appears to consist of the thick sands, with but few deter- 
minable fossils, forming the middle portion of the formation, whilst the 
upper fossiliferous beds are only seen north of Ariyalur, near the villages of 
Sainthoray, Niniyur, and other places farther noith, in the long strip of 
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cretaceous rocks which forms the north-eastern extremity of the Trichino- 
poli area. 

Although the thickness of the Ariyalur group can be estimated with a 
nearer approach to probability than in the case of the two lower creta- 
ceous formations, the estimate is still far from accurate. The dip of the 
beds is very low, rarely exceeding two or three degrees, the general incli- 
nation being north-east, and the whole of the beds in all probability do not 
exceed 1,000 feet in Trichinopoli. Near Viruddhdchalam they appear to 
be very thin, and in the neighbourhood of Pondicherri they are too obscurely 
exposed for any estimate of their thickness to be attempted. There is an 
apparent diminution of thickness to the northward, as in the other groups, 
but this attenuation appears to be greatest near Viruddhdchalam, and takes 
place less rapidly farther north, even if the beds are not thicker in that 
direction. 

The Ariyaliir beds, as has been already stated, frequently appear to 
pass into the Trichinopoli group at their base. Thej overlap the lower 
groups however, both to the north and south, and there is, in places, an 
appearance of unconformity where they rest upon the Trichinopoli beds, 
nor is it easy to understand the very rapid diminution in the thickness of 
the latter to the northward without supposing that they had been partially 
denuded in pfe-Ariyalur times. 

As was noticed in the description of the Utatiir group, the Ariyalur 
beds rest upon the Utatdrs for a distance of rather more than two miles 
in the northern part of the Trichinopoli area, and still farther north the 
former were deposited directly on the gneiss. They also rest on the 
gneiss throughout the whole breadth of their outcrop in the south of the 
Trichinopoli area, and in the Viruddhdchalam cretaceous tract, whilst in 
the neighbourhood of Pondicherri they are deposited to the eastward on 
the Valudayur representatives of the Utatdr group, and to the westward 
no beds are seen beneath them, the Cuddalore sandstones covering the 
boundary completely. Throughout the Trichinopoli and Viruddbdchalam 
areas the AriyaMr beds disappear to the eastward beneath the Cuddalore 
sandstones, which are unconformable to the cretaceous beds, and the latter 
are covered up by alluvial deposits, intervening between the three areas, 
in the valleys of the Vellar and Penner rivers, and also to the north of 
the Pondicherri area. 

The Ariyalur beds appear to have been chiefly deposited in a tranquil 
sea of small depth, although the deposits are less characteristically lit- 
toral than those of the Trichinopoli group, and the evidence of the 
neighbourhood of land afforded by the occurrence of fossil wood Is less 
abundant. 

The invertebrate fauna of the Ariyalur group exceeds in richness even 
that of the Utatiir beds, no le^ than 365 species having been detected 
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in the uppermost subdivision of the cretaceous rocks of Southern India. 
T\\q Cephalopoda com^nst ^6 species, Gasteropoda 138, Lamelhbran- 
chiata 117, Brachiopcda 12, Bryozoa 23, Echinodermafa 26, Anthozoa 
10, Foraminifera i, and Vermes 2. It is highly probable that this large 
number may be due partly to the circumstance that the Ariyalur deposits 
comprise two groups differing somewhat in age. The lov^er fossiliferous 
beds, from which the bulk of the fossils have been procured, correspond 
very fairly with the senonian beds of France and the upper chalk with 
flints of England, From this horizon all the Cephalopoda found in the 
formation have been derived, with the exception of Nautilus danictts^ 
which was only observed in the upper beds of Niniyur, etc., in the Tri- 
chinopoli area, although some specimens were obtained, apparently from 
a lower horizon, near Pondicherri. The fauna of these upper beds will 
be noticed separately ; the following remarks apply to the remainder of 
the group. 

In the Ariyalur beds, as in the lower subdivisions, there are some forms 
of Cephalopoda which are in Europe characteristic of older beds. 
These comprise two gault species of Nautilus^ N. bouchardianus and 
N, clementinuSy Am^nonites menu^ found also in the lower groups, and 
belonging to the Jurassic section of arjnati^ A. velledae^ a lower and 
middle cretaceous form in Europe, two macrocephali^ A. deccanensts^ and 
A. arrialoorensts^ and one of the Planulati^ A. theobaldianus Very few 
older forms occur in the other classes of mollusca, and the great majority 
of the species common to Europe are found in the upper cretaceous beds 
of England, France, and Germany. 

The most striking peculiarity of the Ariyalur fauna is the great abun- 
dance of Gasteropoda^ and especially of the carnivorous prosobranchiate 
forms, which, as is well known, appear to replace the Cephalopoda of the 
older periods in tertiary and recent seas. Several genera not previous- 
ly known from cretaceous beds have been detected in the Ariyalur group, 
and the Cyprmida and Volutida are especially well represented. The 
Lamellibranchiata are also very numerous, whilst all the Bryozoa and 
the great majority of the Echinodermafa hitherto found in the cretaceous 
beds of Southern India have been obtained from the highest subdivision. 
Lower forms of animals are but poorly represented. Amongst the Verte^ 
bratath^only important species is a Megalosaurus^^ of which a tooth 
was found in the middle beds of the deposit, together with a number of 
bones, which, however, could not be extracted in a sufficiently perfect 
state for determination. The tooth closely resembles that of M. buck-^ 
landi, found in the Stonesfleld slate and Portland oolites of England, and 
the occurrence of this genus in the upper cretaceous beds of India is of 
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peculiar interest, because it only ranges from the lias to the wealden 
in Europe. In this instance, as in sexeral others, the land fauna appears 
to have differed more from that which inhabited distant parts of the earth 
than the marine fauna did. 

1 he fauna of the uppermost Ariyalur beds found at Niniyur and other 
places to the north-east of Ariyalur, comprises very few species which are 
found in the low^er portion of the group. Some of the fossils found most 
abundantly, such as Nautilus danicus and Orbitoides faujasi^ are charac- 
teristic of the uppermost cretaceous deposits of Maestn^h, Aix la Chapelle, 
and the Danish Island of Rugen (Danien of D'Orbigny). No other 
Cephalopod except Nautilus danicus occuis in the Niniyur beds, w’hilstthe 
characteristically mesozoic genera Inoceramu^^ Radiolites^ Trigonia^ Tri^ 
gonoa'^ca, and Lfptomaria^ w^hich are abundantly represented in the lower 
portion of the Ariyalur group, are entirely w'anting in the uppermost fossili- 
ferous zone, where the only important mesozoic genus is Nerinasa, On the 
other hand, howe\ er, no typically tertiary forms make their appearance 
except carnivorous Gasteropoda, and these are not more numerous in 
proportion than in the lower zone, although some additional forms are 
represented. 


Besides the fo<5sils characteristic of each group, there area few species 
which are found throughout the whole series. The most important of these 
are Nautilus huxleyanus^ Ammonites planulatus (cenomanian, gault), 
A^npullina bulbiformis (turonian, senonian), Gyrodes pansus^ Solariella 
radiatuln (senonian), Vola quinquecostata (upper and middle cretaceous), 
Ammonites menuj Forbes, is also supposed to be found in all three sub- 
divisions, although there is some doubt about the Utatur beds, and a rare 
Lucinuj L. ( Myrtea) arcotina^ has also been procured from all the groups. 
Some of these fossils, although found throughout the series, are especially 
characteristic of one subdivision, as in the cases of Nautilus huxleyanus 
and Solariella radiatula, 

A large number of forms are common to two groups. 'I he table on 
page 245 exhibits the number of each class of Invertebra fa found in 
the different formations, and the proportion found also in Europe, or 
common to two or more groups. The Vertebrata are represented by xy 
species of fishes and one saurian, but the remains arc of the most frag- 
mentary description, consisting in most cases of single teeth, and it is not 
certain from which group some of the specimens were originally derived. 

Adding these few vertebrata to the numbers given in the table, we 
have a grand total of nearly 800 species of animals from the cretaceous 
deposits of Southern India. Much time was devoted to the collection of the 
fossils, and their exhaustive eitamination by Dr. Stoliczkahas furnished the 
best evidence extant for the correlation of any Indian fossil fauna with that 

S 
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of European rocks of corresponding age. Of the whole invertebrata i6'36 
per cent, consist of forms known to occur in cretaceous beds in Europe. 
The great majority of these are middle or upper cretaceous (ceiiomanian 
to senonian), but there are amongst the Cepnalopoda several forms 
which, in Europe, have only been found in lower beds (neocomian and gault), 
whilst a few are representatives of European jurassic forms, and three 
species of Ammonites belong to a triassic section of the genus. The 
general facies of the cephalopodous fauna found in the lowest group, that 
of Utatur, approximates to that of the European gault, but nearly all the 
species of the other classes of mollusc a found in the same beds belong to 
a higher horizon, cenomanian (upper greensand), or even higher. 

The whole of the cretaceous locks of Southern India appear to have 
been formed in shallow v\ater, in the neighbourhood of a coast line, and 
it is possible that the relative elevations of the country have undergone 
but little change since cretaceous times. Then, as now, there was higher 
ground to the westward, and the ancient coast line appears to have 
been approximately parallel to the present, although farther to the west. 
We have thus in the cretaceous formation a confirmation of the evidence, 
already afforded by the lower mesozoic deposits, that the Indian peninsula 
is a land area of great antiquity. 


Amongst the descriptions by Dr. Stoliczka, of the cretaceous fossils 
from Southern India, the following species of Lamellibranchiata are in- 
cluded from Sripermatiir, twenty-five miles west-south-west of Madras, 
already mentioned as the typical locality for a group of the upper 
Gondwana series : — 


Sphdoriola^ sp. indel, 
Hippagus emilianus. 
Yoldia ohtusaia. 
Trigonoarca galdrina. 


Pseud omonotis fallacies i. 

„ inops. 

Lima oldhamiana. 

Pecien arcotensis. 


Two of these, Yoldia ohtusata and Trigonoarca galdrina^ are also 
found in the Ariyalur group of the Trichinopoli district, but the identifica- 
tion of the Sripermatur species referred to the Yoldia is slightly open 
to doubt. Trigonoarca galdrina however, a well marked form, and 
it belongs to a characteristically cretaceous genus. 

The specimens were collected by the late Mr. Charles Oldham before 
the country was properly examined, and there appears some slight doubt 
as to the precise beds from which they were obtained. Some of the 
specimens were from Sripermatur itself, others from Rajah's Choultry. 
The only cretaceous fossils found by Mr. Foote, who mapped the country 
in the Sripermatdr neighbourhood, occurred in water-vv orn blocks of grey 
or greenish grey gritty sandstone^ resting loosely on the surface of jurassic 
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beds near Sripermatur.^ The origin, of these boulders could not be traced, 
and the fossils cannot now be found ; amongst the forms obtained were 
four or five species of AmmonHes^ some Belemmtes, etc. 


As will be presently shown, there is a great difference between the 
fauna of the cretaceous rocks in Southern India and that of the deposits 
of similar age on the Narbadd, but on the other hand many of the fossils 
of the Trichinopoli area are found in the cretaceous rocks of the Khdsi hills, 
to the north-east of Bengal, between Assam and Sylhet. So many species 
indeed are common to the Trichinopoli and Khisi deposits that it is prob- 
able that the two regions were part of the same marine area. The creta- 
ceous rocks of the Khdsi hills are almost unquestionably identical with 
those extending throughout the hill ranges south of Assam and the same 
strata are probably represented in Arakan. The description of these rocks 
will be best deferred to a subsequent chapter,* but the palaeontological 
results may be noticed here. 

In a small collection of fossils Dr. Stoliczka® recognised the following 
species. The highest fossiliferous band, about 200 feet below the edge 
of the cliff at Maosmai, a coarse sardy limestone, contains small Lamel^ 
libranchiata^ a CeLlepora^ and echinoderms ; a finer rock is principally 
made up of an Astrocaenia^ allied to A. decaphylla. 

From about the middle of the series, above Mah^deo, in a stream under 
Laisophlang, in a soft, ochreous, glauconitic sandstone these fossils were 
found : — 

Nautilus N. elegans). 

Nautilus, with a central siphon j 
fragments. 

U.T. A Ammonites planulatus, 

U. dispar, 

U. orbtgnyanus, 

A. „ ? pacificus, 

U. Anisoceras indicum* 

U . 19 suhcompressum. 

U. A. BaouliUs, near 5 . vagina, 

T. A. Alaria papilionacea* 

T. A. Rostellaria palliata, 

T. Gosavia indica, 

T. A. Cerithium inaugur atum* 

T. Tritonidea requieniana, 

T. Hemifusus oinctus. 

The facies of this group rather resembles that of the Utatdr beds of 
Southern India. 


Phasianella, 

Turritella, 

Euspira, 

Dentalium. 

^anira, near fleuriausiana, 
Exo^yra matheroniana, 
Spondylus striatus, 

Modiola typica, 

T. Cardita jaquvioti {orbicularis ) . 
Cardin m. 

Terebratula, near T, carnea, 

T urbinolia. 

Hemiaster, 

Holosier 

Brissus, 


1 Memoirs, X, 61, (1873). l the lists the letters U,T, A prefixed signify that 

* Infra, p. 295. 1 the species is found in the Utatdr, Trichinopoli, 

*Stolic2ka, Memoirs, VII, iSi, (1869) ; in ’ and Ariyaldr gtoups respectively. 
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From the well known fossil locality about two miles from Tharia, on the 
fourth crosscut taken by the footpath between the zigzags of the road 
to Cherra Punji, or the first below the Devifs Bridge, the following were 
named : — 


A. Xruiilus Icevigaius 
U. A. Baculites vagina, 

A Cyprisa global ina, 

U. „ pilnlosa. 

T. A. Rosiellarta palliata, 

T. A. Alaria tegulata, 

T. „ glandina. 

A. Lyric a assico&tata, 

A. Voliitiliihes septemcostata 
T. Triionidea requieniana* 

T. Lathirus ren^siu 
A. PseudoUva snbcosfaia. 

A» Turritella pondtc/ieyr£e7isu. 
T. A. s, mnltistriata. 

U. A ? Mitreola ciiliarinc, 

A. Euspira lirata. 


'r, A. Gxrodes panstts, 

A. Gtbbula granulosa, 

A. Nerita divaricaUi. 

A. Eupfycha larvtiia, 

A Aetaon eurciilio, 

Pecten sepUmplicatus, 

J antra quadricosiafa^ 

A Gryphaa vesteularis. 

I Spottdyltis striaiiis. 

Pecien, near P. riigosus, 

I Inoceramtis 

T. Rhyfz 'onellti vompressa, 

Terebratula, sp., probably T. bipli^ 
cata and T, carnea, 

Ananekyies several species, but 
fdistinct from any de- 
Brissus ) scribed. 


Nearly all the fossils of this list occur also in the Ariyalur group of 
Southern India, but there are a number of species in the Tharia beds 
which appear to be peculiar, and most of them new. It may be worth re- 
cording that the obserN er who collected these fossils considered the latter 
locality to be lower in the series than the former, which would be remark- 
able, if true^ seeing that the Ariyalur group is newer than the Utatur. 


Before quitting the subject of the Trichinopoli and Assam cretaceous 
beds, it is necessary to notice the very remarkable resemblance between 
a portion of their fauna and the species found in certain strata in South 
Africa.^ In the description of the Gondw^na system, and again in the ac- 
count of the upper Jurassic beds of Cutch, the remarkable affinities between 
Indian fossil plants and animals and the forms found in South African beds 
were repeatedly noticed, and there is a similar connection between the 
cretaceous formations in the two regions. In some deposits found resting 
upon the Karoo beds on the coast of Natal, 22 out of 33 species of mollusca 
and echinodermata collected and specifically identified, are identical with 
forms found in the cretaceous beds of Southern India, the majority being 
Trichinopoli species. Amongst the South African fossils are some of 
the commonest and most characteristic fossils of the Southern Indian creta- 
ceous deposits, namely Ammonites gardeni (Ariyalur), A. kayei (Utatdr) 

* C. L. Grlesbach, Quati, your, Geol, Soc,^ J described by Bully, Quart, youTty GeoUSoe, 
XXVII, 60. fiSyi). Some of the fossils weie | XI, 454, (1855). 
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Anisocet as rugatum (Utatur), Pngnellus uncatus (Tiichinopoli), Fas^ 
^iolaria ligida (Trichinopoli), Chemnitzia tindosa (Trichinopoli), Eu- 
chrysalis giganiea (Trichinopoli and Aii)alur), Solariella radiafula (all 
thiee groups), Avcllana ampla (Tiichinopoli), Turritella ?nulfistriata 
(Trichinopoli and Ariyalur), Pecten (Vo/a) quinquecoi>tatus (all three 
groups) and Cardiitm hillamim (Trichinopoli group). There is also some 
slight indication of a representation of the different Indian zones. 

From the cretaceous rocks of Madagascar six species of cretaceous 
fossils were examined by Mr R. B. Neuton ^ in 1889, of which three, Alec- 
tryonia (Ostiea) ungulata^A peciinata and Gryphosa vesicularn are also 
found in the Ari3alur group, the other three species being typical neo- 
comian belemnites, from a different locality and evidently from rocks of an 
older date 

'rhe South African beds are clearly coast or shallow water deposits 
like those of India; the great similarity of forms certainly suggests 
continuity of coast line between the two regions, and thus supportb the 
view that the land connection between South Africa and India, already 
shown to have existed in both the lower and upper Gondwina periods, 
was continued into cretaceous times. It is very surprising to compare 
the middle cretaceous fauna of Southern India with that of the distant 
beds of Natal, and then with the wddely differing forms found in beds of the 
same age in central India and southern Arabia. 


The marine cretaceous formations found in the western portion of the 
Narbadd valley have been commonly knowui as Hagh beds, from the 
town of Bdgh, situated about 90 miles west by south of Indore and 35 
miles w^est-soulh-west of Dhdr. The towm is not on cretaceous rocks, 
though they are well developed in the neighbouihood. The occurrence of 
cretaceous fossih near Bdgh was discovered by Colonel Keatinge^ in 1856; 
but the existence of fossiliferous limestone in this part of the Narbadd 
valley had been known for a long time, although the exact locality had 
not been ascertained. The circumstance that blocks of limestone, con- 
taining fragments of Bryozoa and ether fossils, had been employed in 
building the houses of Mdndogarh, a city now in ruins about twenty miles 
south of Dhar, first attracted attention, and it was mainly owing to an 
ingenious and happy suggestion by Dr. Carter ^ that attention was attract- 
ed to the neighbourhood of Bdgh, where limestone had been observed in 
1818 by Captain Dangerfield. 

I Qum L your, GeoL Soc,, XLV, 333, (1889) I ® your. Bom, . Roy^. As, Soc,, V, 238. (1857). 
your. As. Soc, Befjff , XX VII, n6, (1658). ( Geological papers on Western India, p. 685. 
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The cretaceous rocks of the lower Narbada valle}'^ occur chiefly along 
the edge of the Deccan traps, and intervene between the latter and the 
metamorphic rocks. West of Bagh the outcrop of the cretaceous beds 
may be traced ^^ith a few interruptions to the neighbourhood of Baroda. 
East of Bdgh they onlv occur in places around the inliers of older rocks. 

As a general rule, the Bigh beds are composed of a calcareous rock 
above and of sandstone below, but the character of each portion of the 
formation varies. Commencing to the eastward, the first place where 
marine cretaceous beds are ki own to occur is in the neighbourhood of 
B 4 r\\ai^ on the Narbadi, nearly due south of Indore, Here some con- 
glomerates, more or less calcareous, and sandstones containing marine 
shells, represent the cretaceous formation, and in one place are seen to 
be distinctly uiiconformable to an outlier of Mahideva conglomerate 
belonging to the upper Gond wan a series. From the neighbourhood of 
Bdrwai the whole Narbada valle\ is composed of trap for nearly 50 miles 
to the westward. Lower rocks re-appear near Mdiidogarh, between 
which place and B^gh the cretaceous beds are found, fo»‘ming a narrow 
fringe to the traps, around several inlieis of Bijiw’ar and metamorphic 
rock 

The Bdgh fossiliferous bedsaie divided into three zones, all calcareous 
underlaid by a variable thickness of conglomeratic and sandy beds The 
fossiliferous zones are known as (1) the nodular limestone, (2) the Deloa 
and ChirAkhin marl, {3) the coralline limestone. 

The nodular limestone group is the most extensive of the three, being 
found in all the exposures, but at the eastern and westernmost outcrops 
the peculiar nodular character is wanting. It is an argillaceous, whitish, 
compact and generally nodular limestone 

The Deola and Chirikhdn marl is a soft band, never more than 10 feet 
thick, which is chiefly interesting as having yielded the majority of the 
fossils. The coralline limestone is the rock of which MSndogarh is built 
it is yellow or red in colour, and consists chiefly of small fragments of 
Bryozoa shells, etc. '1 he freshly broken surface has a somewhat granular 
mottled appearance, and the fossils are not conspicuous, except on the 
weathered surface. 

The two upper groups do not extend so far westwards as the lowest, 
the most western known exposure of the coralline limestone being at Umrdli, 
near Ali, 

The total thickness of these groups united does not exceed 60 or 70 feet 
at its maximum, and they thin out to the northwards, attaining their great- 
est thickness along the southern limit of the exposures. 

The fossil fauna obtained from these beds is an interesting one, though 

^ The description of these rocks is based j 163, (1869), and P. N. Bose, M^tnoits^ 
principally on W. T. Blanford, Memohs^ VI, 1 35, (1884). 
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amounting to only forty forms in all. Of these the late Prof. Duncan 
determined the following — 



\ 

Modular 

Deola 

( oral- 
line 



lime- 

stone. 

marl. 

lime- 

stone. 


Lamellibranchiat^ — 





Neiihea albeP 

. . 

* 

, 

^ P. quinquecostaia in Europe (gault 





> to lower chalk); Africa, Utatdr, 

Pecten quadi icostatus 




) Trichinopoli and Arialdr. 

Brachiopoda— 





Rhynconella Aeptessa 
Bryozoa— 


* 


Europe (lower greensand). 

Esekarina^ sp. 





EscharOj sp. . * • 

£CHINODERMATA— 

... 




Cidaris namadicus 




Lebanon. 

Salenia iraasii 





Cyphosom't cenomanensis 



w 

Europe (cenomanian). 

Of thopsis indicus . 

. 

* 

... 


Eehinohrissus goybeti 


* 

, . 

Lebanon. 

Nucleolites similis 

. 

* 


Europe (chloritic marl) 

Hemiaster cenomanensis 


* 


Lebanon, Europe (cenomanian). 

H. similis .... 
Vermes — 

* 


* 

Europe (cenomanian). 

Vincularia, sp, , . • 


* 



Serpula plexus . ■ 

CORALLIA 

... 

* 

... 


Thamnasiraa decipiens 

... 

* 

... 

Europe (neocomian to gosau). 


To which Mr. Bose^ has added the following : — 


Cephalopoda — 







Ammonites guadeloupi 



* 

* 

... 

Europe, Trichinopoli. 

Gasteropoda — 






F Uigur aria elongata 



* 

* 

... 

Europe (cemonanian and senonian) ; 

Lyria granulosa . 



* 



Trichinopoli. 

Africa ; Utatdr and Trichinopoli, 

Fasciolaf ia rigida . 



* 



Trichinopoli. 

Tfiton^s^. . 



* 

* 

... 

Naticuy sp. . 


• 

* 

* 



Ceriihium^ sp, • 


• 

* 

* 



Tufritella^ sp. 


« 

* 




Lam ellibramch I at a — 







Ostrea leymerii 



* 

... 

... 

Ariyaldr, Europe (neocomian). 

0 . arcoiensis 




¥: 

... 

0. sp. . 




... 



Fadula ohliquisiriaia 



* 



Ariyaldr. 

Plieaiula muUicostata 



... 


... 

Trichinopoli. 

Modiola archiaci . 



* 


... 

Europe (neocomian). 

Inoceianus eoncenifttus 


* 

, 

... 

Europe (gault). 

Euiope, ^ault). 

/. coquandtanus . 

e 


* 

... 

... 

I, mulHpUcaius 




* 

... 

Tiichinopoli. 


^ Quart your. GeoU Soc , XXI, 349, (1865) ; 
RocordSt XX, 81, (1887). 

* This and the following spedes were regarded 
by the late D". F. Stoliczka as but doubtfully dis« 


tinct from each other and from P. {Vola) quinque^ 
CQstata. 

* Memoirs, XXI, 37, 40, 43, (1S84). 
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Nodalar 

lime- 

stone. 

Oeola 

Coral- 

line 



marl. 

lime- 

stone. 


Inoceramus, sp . . . * 

¥: 




Pinna laticosiaia .... 

... 

* 


AriyaMr, Europe (neocomian). 

Area seem is .... 

¥: 

... 


Cirdium altum . • • » 

* 

* 


Utatur. 

C. killanum ..... 



, 

Trichinopoli. 

Venus, sp. . . . . . 

Panopoea atcu ita . . • . 

k 

* 

... 

1 * 

*• 


Europe (neocomian). 

BRACHKiPODA— 

1 



Rkynconella plicaiiloides 

1 

* 1 

1 * 

Trichinopoli, Aryalur. 

2?., sp. , 

POLYZOA — 

•• 


' * 


Ceriopora dtspar .... 

¥: 

* 

* 

AriyaMr, 


In the most recently published account of these beds an attempt has 
been made/ to correlate the three zones with the three great groups of 
Southern India and to the European groups ranging from albian (gault) 
to senonian (chalk)* To say nothing of the improbability of the greater 
portion of the cretaceous period being represented by tome 50 feet of 
fossiliferous beds, there is no palaeontological evidence in favour of the 
supposition. Seven at least of the species of the lowest bed range into 
the Deola and Chir^khdn marl, and the same number of species are 
found common to this and the coralline limestone. Three species {Cerio- 
pora dispar^ Hemiaster cenamanensis^ and H, similis) range through all 
three beds* Considering the limited number of species found in the upper 
and lowermost beds the palaeontological resemblances are greater than 
would be consistent with a range of time from Cenomanian to senonian. 
Nor do the palaeontological relations of the fauna to those of other parts 
of the world bear out the supposition. None of those forms which have 
been determined by the late Professor Duncan are found in Europe in beds 
of other than Cenomanian or turonian age, and of the forms identified by 
Mr. Bose with European species of albian and cenomanian age, an identifi- 
cation confessedly rough, at least half are forms whose specific identity or 
the reverse is difficult for any one but a practised palaeontologist to deter- 
mine. Omitting those species whose specific identity is open to doubt and 
confining ourselves to those forms which have been determined by Profes- 
sor Duncan, all those which are found in Europe occur there in beds of 
cenomanian (upper green sand) age and most are characteristic of it, 
consequently the cretaceous rocks of the Narbadi valley must closely 
correspond to the Utatur group of Southern India. 

In contrast to the relation between the cretaceous faunas of South 
Africa and Southern India may be noticed the divergence between the 

* Memoirs, XXI, 48, (2884). 
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latter and that of the Narbadd valley- Among the fossils identified by Pro- 
fessor Duncan, Neiihe% nlpina and Pecten quadricosiatusj were regarded 
by Dr Stoliczka as doubtfully distinct from P. quinqueco status found in the 
Utatdr group, but with this exception no other species is found in the creta- 
ceous of Southern India, and even in this case the identification is one on 
which palaeontologists are not thoroughly agreed. Thamnastrea decipi- 
ens is replaced by a closely allied form T, hieroglyphica, and the two He^ 
^masters by remotely allied forms. The more recent additions to the 
fauna made by Mr Bose have yielded thirteen species apparently identical 
with Southern Indian forms, but it is probable that this number will be 
reduced when the fossils come to be more critically examined, and five of 
the thirteen are wide ranging species found also in Europe or South Africa. 
Even accepting the identifications, this number out of a total of forty 
distinct forms is a much smaller proportion than obtains in the case of the 
south African and Trichinopoli cretaceous beds. 

Anotbjr contrast between the Madras and Narbada valley cretaceous 
beds is the very small proportion of European forms found in the former 
and the large proportion in the latter. Of the eight species of Echino- 
dermata four are also found in Europe and two more in the Lebanon, and 
of other orders Neithea alpina^ Pecten quadricostatus and Thamnastraea 
decipiens are found in Europe. To these Mr. Bose has added eight species 
also found in Europe. In the intervening area, two small exposures of 
cretaceous rocks are known at Ras Fartak and Ras Gharwen on the 
south-east coast of Arabia, from which small collections, comprising but 
thirteen species have been examined.^ Yet, three of these are also found 
in the Bdgh beds, and no less than ten in Europe. It is evident from this 
that there must have been tolerably free communication between the seas 
in which these different exposures were deposited, and that they belong 
to one of the great marine provinces of the cretaceous epoch. 

With the South African cretaceous fauna the relationship of the B 4 gh 
fauna is of the slightest, only two species, Pecten quinquecostatus and 
Lyria granulosa ^ being common to the two regions. Of these the former 
is a species of almost world- wide range, and the latter is also found in the 
cretaceous of Southern India. 

The contrast between the faunas of Narbadl and South Indian creta- 
ceous is consequently as strongly marked as the relationships of the former 
to the European fauna and of the latter to that South Africa. Yet the dis- 
tance which separates the tw’o Indian exposures is but 750 miles, only half 
the distance which separates the lower Narbadi exposure fiom Arabian 
localities, and a much smaller fraction of the distance to the European 
localities or between Trichinopoli and South Africa. 

^ P. M. Duncan, Quart, Jour. Geol, Soc,^ by Dr. Carter, Jour,^ Bombay Br, Boy. As, Soc.^ 
XXI, 349, (1865). The Arabian localities were IV, 71, (1853), and “Geological Papers on 
originally described, and the fossils collected. Western India,” p. 603,(1857 . 
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These apparently anomalous relationships and divergences between the 
cretaceous faunas are easily explicable by, and are indeed ])roof positive of, 
the supposition that dry land stretched continuously irom India to Africa 
during the cretaceous period and formed a barrier between two distinct 
marine provinces. 


Besides the fossiliferous beds of the lower Narbida; valley already noticed, 
a lower division has been described under the name of the Nimir sand- 
stone,^ whose age is open to doubt. 'Hie frequent prc*sence of a band of 
conglomerates and sandstones underlying the nodular limestone has already 
been noticed. In fact, it is only at or near Kavhaoda, in the Man valley, that 
its absence is recorded As a rule, the thickness is small in the eastern 
exposures, but they begin to thicken rapidly south-westwards of Bigh. 

In the Hatni valley they have a thickness of nearly 200 feet ; near the 
deserted city of Ali they are 500 feet thick, and in the inlier south of 
Kawant they amount to over 700 feet. With all its variation in thickness 
this sandstone preserves the same general type, of conglomeratic beds and 
conglomerates at the base, overlaid by fine giained sandstones and shaly 
beds. 

The age of this sandstone is doubtful It has been regarded as lower 
cretaceous, and in favour of this supposition there is the absence of any 
observed unconformity betvreen it and the beds it underlies. Mr. Bose 
classed it as neocomian on the strength of an oyster bed, composed of a 
species which w^as identified with the European O, /^jy/zzer/r] but even if the 
identification were correct the evidence is not sufficient to establish the age 
of the bed, and there is some doubt whether the oyster band is really 
conformable to the underl)ing sandstone or not.* 

The sandstone contains no recognisable fossils, the uppermost beds 
=*how crustacean and annelid tracks on their surface ; some indeterminable 
fragments of bone were found and fragments of carbonised driftw’ood are 
said to occur. In this, as well as in lithological facies, the Nimir sand- 
stone agrees with the Mahddevas of the Dhdr forest area. In Kithidwir 
there is the same absence of beds intervening between the upper Gond- 
w4nas and the cretaceous as would be implied by a Mahddeva age for the 
Nim^r sandstones, but the absence of any observed unconformity, the 
constancy of the nodular limestone beds, and the fact that the thickening 
of the sandstones is in the same direction as that of the upper beds lend 
some support to the supposition that they are cretaceous. In the absence 
of more conclusive evidence their true age must remain a matter of doubt. 


In Kithiiw'^r a series of sandstone bed.s known as the Wadhwin sand- 
* Memoirs, XXI, 23, (1884}. I * M^mous, XXI, preface to pt. ii, p. vii, (1884-) 
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stones are found between the Uinia group and the overlying Deccan 
traps.^ They are composed of biick red or dull reddish brown sandstone 
with some argillaceous beds, at the top of which are in places cherty beds or 
thin bands of limestone, recalling the rocks of Rdgh. In the neighbourhood 
of Wadhwin, there is a thin band of drab coloured, tough, sometimes gritty 
or chalcedonic limestone, containing marine fossils, chiefly Bryozoa, a 
few' small corals and a portion of a flattened, keeled ammonite, resembling 
the cretaceous A. guadaloupae^ in a malted mass of broken indetermin- 
able shells In other localities Ostrea and Natica were found, but no fossils 
sufficiently w'ell preserved to determine the precise age of the beds. The 
general facies of the fossils, as well as the lithological character of the rock 
they are pieserved in, suggest the correlation of these beds with the creta- 
ceous of B^gh, and their direct superposition on the Wadhwdn sandstones 
corresponds to the relation betw'een the Bigh beds and the Nimdr sand- 
stones who-^e probably upper Gondw^na age has already been indicated. 
The relation of the Wadhwdn sandstones to the overlying trap appears to 
be very similar to that of the Bigh cretaceous, there being a distinct erosion 
unconformity. 

^ F. Fedden, Memoirs^ XXI, 87, '1884). 
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Deccan Trap. 

Extent— Nomenclature— Petrology— Igneous formations— Sedimentary beds— Lameti group — 
Infra and inter-trappeans of Raiamahendii— Inter-trappeaiis of the mam area— Subaerial 
origin of the traps— Foci of eruption — Age of the Deccan trap— Probable conditions 
during their formation. 

In the last chapter the cretaceous rocks of the Peninsula were described, 
and the present should, in the ordinary course, be de\cted to the rocks of 
the same age in the extra-peninsular area. There are, however, h’vo very 
good reasons for depaiting from this course, the first being the intimate 
relation which subsists between the cretaceous and tertiary rocks of a 
large portion of extra peninsular India, necessitating their being dealt 
with together ; the ether is the presence, immediately above the creta- 
ceous beds in the Peninsula, of a series of volcanic rocks, forming one of the 
most prominent and widely spread of all the rock systems found in the Pen- 
insula. 

In superficial area the Deccan traps are only exceeded, within the 
limits of peninsular India south of the Indo-Gangetic plain, by the meta- 
morphic series and, although the traps are far inferior in thickness to the 
Vindhyan and Gondwdna formationr, their remarkable horizontality, through- 
out a great part of the region covered by them, enables them to conceal 
all older rocks. Some faint idea of the extensive area occupied by this 
formation may be gained from the fact that the railway from Bombay to 
Nigpur, 519 miles long, never leaves the volcanic rocks until it is close 
to the Nigpur station, and that the traps extend without a break from 
the sea coast at Bombay to Amarkantak at the head of the Narbadi, and 
from near Belgium to north of Goona Even this extent, great as it is, by 
no mean represents the whole area originally occupied by the formation ,* 
for outliers are found east of Amarkantak as far as Jamfri Pit in Sarguja, 
to the south-east a small outcrop occurs close to Rijimahendri, whilst to 
the westward the series is well developed in Kithiawar and Cutch, and is 
even believed to be represented, though only by two very thin bands west 
of Kotri, in Sind. We have, therefore, proof of the existence of this vol- 
canic formation throughout nearly ten degrees of latitude and sixteen of 
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longitude, \?vhilst the area co\ered in the Peninsula of India can be little 
less than 200,000 square miles It is probable that the limits mentioned 
veiy nearly coirespond to the original boundaiies of the volcanic rocks, 
because the high le\el laterite, which rests conformably upon the upper- 
most traps of the Deccan, is found to the southward, eastward and north- 
ward, resting on rocks oldei than the volcanic series, and if, as will be 
shown to be probable in a later chapter, this laterite was fgrmed at a date 
shortly subsequent to the cessation of the igneous outbursts, it may be 
infened that the lava flows never extended to the localities (such as 
Gwalior, Rewi, etc) in which the laterite is found resting immediately 
upon Vindhyan transition, or metamorphic lOcks, 

In adopting the name of Deccan^ trap for this great volcanic forma- 
tion, the Geological Sur^ey has been guided partly by old usage, partly 
by the circumstance that the term ' trap' was originally applied to similar 
horizontally stratified lava flows. Some geologists have condemned the 
term on account of the loose manner in which it has been used for a great 
variety of igneous rocks, but it is difficult to leplace it, and in the present 
case, at all events, it is emplojed in a well defined sense. 

In consequence of its geological structuie, the volcanic region of cen- 
tral and western India is distinguished by maiked peculiaiities of scenery, 
and the characters of the suiface aie widely different from those found in 
other parts of the Indian Peninsula. Great undulating plains, divided from 



Fig 1 $ — Hill composed o£ Deccan trap, near Haiangaon, north of Nimdwar, Narbad^ valley, 

each other by flat topped ranges of hills, occupy the greater portion ol the 
country and the hillsides are marked by conspicuous terraces, often 

IS scarcely necessary to state that the I Indian Peninsula which is South of the Vin- 
Deccan (Dakshin) comprises that part of the | dhyan range. 
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traceable for great distances, and due to the outciop of the haider basaltic 
strata, or of those beds which resist best the disintegiating influences of 
exposure. In some paits of the area great scarps are found, some of those 
in the Sah}idri lange being 4 ooo leet m height, all conspicuous]} banded 
with horizontal teiraces 

The vegetation ot the trap area differs no less conspicuously from 
that which is found on other formations, the distinction in the dry 
season being so marked that, especiallv when taken in connection with 
the form of the suiface, it enables hills and ranges of tiap to be dis- 
tinguished at a distance from those composed of other rocks. The 
peculiarity consists in the prevalence of long giass and the paucity of 
large trees,* and in the circumstance that almost all bushes and trees, 
except in the damp districts near the sea, are deciduous The result is 
that the whole countrv presents, except vvlore it is cultivated, a uniform 
straw coloured surface, with but few spots of green to break the monotony 
during the cold season, from November ti»l March, whilst fiom March, 
when the grass is burnt, until the commencement of the rams in June, 
the black soil, black rocks, and blackened tree stems present a most re- 
markable aspect of desolation. During the rainj season, hovve\ei, the 
country is covered with verdure, and in many parts it is very beautiful, 
the contrast afforded by the black rocks only serving to bring into relief 
the bright green tints of the foliage. 

Ihroughout the trap area the prevailing rock is some form of dolente 
or basalt, but there is a large amount of variety in the characters 
presented by different beds. Some are excessively compact, hard, and 
homogeneous, the crystalline structure being so minute as to be de- 
tected with difficulty (ananiesite), others are coarsely crystalline, and 
these frequently contain olivine in considerable quantities, and one variety 
is porph} ntic, containing large tabular cr}staL of glassy felspar, white 
or green in colour Many of the basalts again aie soft and earthy, evi- 
dently in most cases, and probabl} in all, from partial decomposition 
The most striking peculiarity is, perhaps, the great prevalence of am)g- 
daloid, in which the nodules, chiefly containing zeolite or agate, sometimes 
form the principal part ot the rock. 1 hese nodules are very often coated 
with glauconite (green earth), and the prevalence of this mineral is highly 
characteristic. Almost throughout their range, the Deccan traps may be 
recognised by the occurrence of the am}gdaloidal basalts with green earth, 
or of the porphyry with crjstals of glassy felspar. 

^ The want of large trees is partly due to j for temporary cultivation of a rude kind, and 
the wanton destruction to which the forests of . perhaps more than all, 1 o the practice of 
India have been exposed for ages through j annually burning the grass at the commence- 
reckless cutting, to equally reckless deanng j ment of the hot season 
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Exfoliating concretionaiy structuie is common in the softer forms of 
basalt, which have undergone some amount of decomposition, but it is 
never seen in the hard compact beds. Frequently the hard unaltered 
spheroidal cores of concentiic nodules, which may easily be mistaken for 
rolled fragments, aie to be found scattered over the suiface of the bed, 
from which they ha\e \Yeathered out. Columuai structure is less com- 
mon, though it is occasionally seen, a line example being shown in the 
following woodcut In some cases this stiucture has been observed in 



Fig 16 — Radiating basaltic columns in a dyke near Gdjri, north-west of Mahe&war, Narbala 

valley ^ 

the compact basaltic flows j it is frequently seen in the lowest flow, a very 
thick one, west of Hoshangdbdd, in the Narbadd valley, and in one of the 
lower flows in Mdlwd, but the appeaiance is often couflned to intrusive 
dykes, as in the example illustrated Trachytic rocks are extremely rare, 
and have hitherto only been found in intrusive masses 

Beds of volcanic ash are common, so common indeed in places as to 
form a very considerable proportion of the strata, and they appear to be 
much more prevalent towards the upper part of the series.^ They often 
differ but little in appearance from the basaltic lavas with which they are 
interstratified, but, on close examination, their brecciated structure can 
always be readily detected, and the blocks of scoriae which they contain 


^ Possibly due to the upper part of the series 
being chiefly preserved near the old volcanic 
foci. Ashes are found interstiatified with the 


lower beds on the Narbada, west of Baroda, 
where remains of ancient volcanic cores also 
occur. 
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generally weather out on exposed surfaces and remain m relief, precisely 
as on old volcanic cones. Magnificent examples are to be seen on most 
of the higher portions of the Sahyidri or Western Ghits and on the 
high peaks around Poona, formerly used as hill forts ; well marked 
instances occur also in Bombay and Salsette.* Very frequently a thin bed 
of ash intervenes between two basaltic flows. Occasionally pumice is 
found in the ash beds, the interstices being, however, all filled up by the 
same process as that by which vesicular lava has been converted into 
amygdaloid. Here and there, throughout the traps, beds of red bole 
occur ; they are usually only a foot or two thick, but occasionally more. 
Sometimes the bole contains scoriae, and in this case it frequently covers 
the upper surface of a basaltic flow, into which it appears to pass. In 
some instances the bole is so uniformly stratified that it has the appearance 
of having been deposited from water.* 

In a few instances bands of very homogeneous structure and of a pale 
lilac colour, formed of an apparently argillaceous rock resembling bole 
in texture and so perfectly laminated as to exactly simulate shale, have 
been found inters tratified with the basalts. This is especially the case 
at a large hill called Piwagarh, a ooo feet high, near Baroda, and similar 
beds are said to occur in KdthidwAr ; they have also been noticed east of 
Surat. The occasional occurrence of glassy felspar crystals in these beds 
and the circumstance that some of the harder basalts at times weather on 
their exposed edges into a somewhat similar soft lilac rock, render it 
possible that these shaly strata result from the alteration of trap. At 
the same time it is far from improbable that some of them may be con- 
solidated volcanic mud, composed of fine lapilli washed down and deposited 
by w'ater. 

No crystallised pyroxene has been observed, except locally in some 
of the ash beds, and the only felspar which occurs in distinct crystals 
appears to be the form of orthoclase (gassy felspar) which is found in 
the porphyritic rock already mentioned. Olivine and magnetite are com- 
mon, th® former occurring as translucent yellowish grains, the latter in 
minute crystals, too small, as a rule, to be recognised by the naked eye 


1 Amongst the best examples are the rocks 
in which the Keneri caves of Salsette are 
cot ; some beds on the Kamatki ghkt between 
Poona and Mahdbaiesbwar ; and a conspicuous 
bed at tile lower gateway of the foe tress of 
Singarh near Poona. Ash-brecc*as also occur 
in Bombay Island at Flag-staff hill and Rai 
hill, Parel, and in the neighbourhood of Sion 
fort. It must not be supposed from these 
examples that the rock is rare. It is found 
almost throughout the trap country, but it is 
much less coromou towards the base of the 
Irakis. 


* Sir C- L*yell has shown that bands of red 
clay interstratified with the lavas of Etna 
have been formed from the crust of the lower 
lava flow, decomposed into clay and thru 
baked and reddened by the heat of the ovei^ 
lying flow, or where ** volcanic sand has been 
showered down from above and washed over 
the older lavas by torrents and floods PJkil 
Trans p. yzx. Similar beds appear to 

becUaractf rlstic of subaerial lava flows , Judd, 
Quaft, Jour. GeoL Soc., XXX, 227, (1874). 


T 
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but easily detected, if abundant^ by the effect of the rock upon the 
magnetic needle Magnetic iron sand derived from the traps is fre- 
quently found in the streims which traverse the rocks. With the tabular 
felspar crystals small scales of red mica are found. 

Secondary minerals of various kinds, which have been formed s'nce the 
consolidation of the volcanic strata, are found in the greatest abundance 
in some of the flows, especially in the amygdaloidal, and in some of the 
moie earthy and decomposed traps. These minerals not only form the 
nodules of the amygdaloid, but they are found lining cracks and hollows, 
the finest crystals being always in geodes or ca\ities, some of which are 
as much as two or three feet across, and even larger hollows lined with 
crystals are said to have been found. The commonest minerals are 
quaitz (either crystalline or in the form of agate, bloodstone, jasper, etc,,) 
and stilbite, next in abundance are apophyllite, henlandite. scolecite 
(poonahlite', laumonite and calcite; thomsonite, epistilbite, ])rehnite and 
chabasite also occur, but they are rare. The great prevalence of glauconite 
or green earth has already been noticed. 

'I he crystalline quartz is occasionally, though rarely, amethystine ; it 
but seldom occurs in ciyslals which exceed an inch in diameter, and the 
larger crystals are not often transparent. The form known as trihedral 
quartz, in which the terminal pyramid of each quartz crystal consists of 
thiee planes instead of six, or in which three planes are very much moie 
developed than ilie other three, is of common occurrence. The agates 
occur chiefly in geodes or nodules, large and small ; many are finely 
banded, and, after being coloured by heating, are cut into ornaments.* 
Jasper and heliotrope or bloodstone occur chiefly in flat plates, which 
appear to have been formed In cracks, and agate is sometimes met wirh 
of apparently similar origin. Stilbite is very common, though less so 
than quartz ; one magnificent variety consists of large orange or salmon 
coloured crystal, often two or three inches in lergth, usually compound or 
in sheaf like aggregations, but occasionally in large flat prisms terminated 
by a four sided pyramid. Apophyllite is the finest of all the Deccan trap 
minerals. It generally occurs in four sided prisms with terminal planes, 
a form w’hich closely resembles the cubical crystals of the isometric sys- 
tem, the double pyramid, with replacements of the secondary prismatic 
faces and terminal planes, so characteristic of this mineral in other locali’- 
ties, being chiefly typical of small crystals in the Deccan traps. The 

* Two other mmeral species besides pooiiah- 2nd series, XL 1 10,(1865) is stilbite, 

lite have been described from the Deccan traps coloured in the same manner. 
Oneoftheseishislopite,Haoghton, PktLMag,, » Most of the stones cut for ornaments are 
4th series, XVII, 16, (1859), which appcriis ether procured from rivers or from the ter- 
to be calcite coloured by glauconite (gieen tiary gra\ els derived from the denudation of 
earth) and the other, syhedritc, Shephard, Avi, the iraps. 
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colour of the Deccan apophyllite is usually white, more rarely pink or 
green, some crystals are pertectly transparent, and one of the most mag- 
nificent associations of minerals to be found anywhere is seen when, as 
occasionaUy happens, perfectly clear vitreous crystals of apophvlHte, of 
large size, are inserted on a mass of orange stilbite. Some apophyllite 
crystals are as much as three or four inches across. The other minerals 
are less deserving of notice, but very beautiful long acicular crystals of 
scoiccite with exquisitely formed pyramidal terminations are of occasional 
occurrence, and fine crystals of white beulandite are not un frequent. I'he 
glauconite is usually amorphous, but occasionally forms an aggregate of 
crystalline scales, and a massive mineral, which, if not green earth, is 
closely akin both in appearance and composition, occasionally occupies 
small cavities completely. 

One of the most remarkable characters of the Deccan traps is their 
persistent flatness or near approach to horizontality throughout the greater 
portion of their area. This is conspicuous throughout the Sahyidri range, 
over the whole of the Bombay Deccan, from Khdndesh to Belgaum and 
Sholdpur, throughout southern Berar and the north-western portion of 
the Haideribid territory, in many parts of the Sitpura range between the 
Narbadl and Tdpti, and on the plateau north of the Narbadd. 

Where exceptions occur, as in the western Sitpura and Rdjpipla hills 
and along the coast near Bombay, the disturbance is shown to be of later 
date from its affecting contemporaneous or newer beds of sedimentary 
origin. The only departure from absolute horizontality to be seen in the 
lava flows of the Deccan is frequently no more than may be due to 
the lenticular form of the beds, but usually there is a very low dip 
discernible, seldom exceeding i®, and fairly constant over large areas. 
This circumstance tends to show that even this small amount of inclina- 
tion may be due to disturbance, because if the dips represented the origi- 
nal angle at which the lava flows wrere consolidated, they would be found 
to radiate from the original volcanic vents. Nothing of the kind has, 
however, been traced. 

The separate lava flows are, as a rule, of no great thickness. The 
average in the two sections of the Bh'>r and Thai Gbits, measured on the 
railway lines, is apparently 64 and 87 feet respectively, but really less, 
because the distinction between the flows can in most cases only be re- 
cognised by lithological characters, and where, as must frequently be the 
case, two or more beds of similar appearance and composition occur toge- 
ther, they must often be confounded and measured as one. Many of the 
more amygdaloidal beds appear to be made up of several smaller flows from 
six to ten feet thick, distinguished by being highly amygdaloidal above, 
less so in the middle, and traversed towards the base by long cylindrical 
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vertical pipes filled with zeolite.^ But even supposing that these appa- 
rent distinctions are accidental, some well marked crjstalline flows in each 
section do not exceed 15 feet in thickness. 

Hitherto only the igneous portion of the Deccan series has been de- 
scribed, but volcanic rocks, although they form the great mass of the for- 
mation, do not compose it exclusively, for sedimentary bands, frequently 
fossil if erouSj ha\e been found in several places interstratified with the 
lava flows, and have become widely known and described as intertrap- 
pean beds. There is also found in many places, at the base of the whole 
series, a small gioup of limestones, sandstones and clays, known as the 
Lameti group, from its occurrence at Lamet^ Ghat, on the Narbadi, near 
Jabalpur, 

The intertrappean beds have been found in i\\ o distinct portions of the 
Deccan series, first close to the base, throughout the greater portion of the 
enormously extensive circuit of the volcanic area, and, secondly, in the 
highest portion of the traps, only known to occur close to the coast in 
Bombay Island and the immediate neighbourhood.* A rough classification 
of the whole series is presented in the following sections:— 

Apf>roxiniate 
thick ess in feet.® 

I, Upper traps, with numerous beds of volcanic ash and the 

intertrappean sedimentary deports of Bombay . . 1,500 

a. Middle traps, ash beds numerous above but less frequent 

towards the base, no sedimentary beds known . . 4,000 

3. Lower traps, with intertrappeans of Nagpur, Narbada 

valley, etc., volcanic ash of rare occurrence or wanting . 500 

4. LametA or infratrappean group • • . . • 20 to 100 

The whole thickness, as will be shown presently, is probably consider- 
ably greater than 6,000 feet in the neighbourhood of Bombay, but the 
rocks gradually thin out in other directions. At Bombay the upper limit of 
the series is not seen. It is highly probable that near Surat and Baroda 
the trap may have been even thicker than near Bombay, but the uppe** 
portions have been greatly denuded, and it is extremely difficult here, 
as 'in most other places, to estimate the thickness with any accuracy. 
Ill Cutch the traps are about 2,500 feet thick, whilst in Sind they have 

* Bearing in mind that amygdaloidal basalt underlying stratum by the heated mass flow- 
must have been originally vesicular lava, and ing over it. 

that what are now nodules of quartz or zeolite * The reasons for considering the Bombay 
were originally air or steam bubbles, it is easy traps higher in the series than the others will 
to understand that the upper portion of a lava be explained subsequently, 
flow, having been more vesicular originally * The thickness given is little more than a 
than the lower portion, would be characterised guess, except in the case of the lower traps 
by a prevalence of amygdaloid. The verti- and Lametds. The other figures are minimum 
cal tubes must also have been originally filled estimates of the vertical extent of the series, 
with air or vapour, perhaps expelled from the wheie fairly develc^d. 
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dwindled down to two bands at different horizons, each less than 100 feet 
thick. Throughout the greater portion of their area, no higher beds, 
except laterite or post-tertiary deposits, are found resting upon them, and 
it is impossible to form any accurate estimate of their original develop- 
ment. In the extreme south of the volcanic area, near Belgauin, their 
thickness has been estimated by Mr. Foote to be 2,000 to 2,500 feet. 
On the plateau of Amarkantak, at the eastern extremity of their main 
area, they are about 500 feet thick, but farther east in the outlier on the 
MSin.Pdt in Sarguja, not more than 300 to 400, whilst to the south-east 
near Rdjimahendri they are represented by a thin outlier, in which from 
100 to 200 feet of basalt may be exposed. 


Before proceedirg further it will be necessary to give a fuller descrip- 
tion of the sedimentary formations, and in accordance with the system 
adopted throughout this work, the Lametd group as the lowest will first 
receive attention.^ Formerly this group was supposed to be a representa- 
tive of the Mahddeva group of the Gondwdna system, but further examina- 
tion has shown that the Mahidevas are much more ancient, and that the 
Lametd beds are so closely asscciated with the lowest trap that they must 
be considered as part of the same series. The origin of the name has 
already been mentioned, and it has been stated that the group consists of 
limestones, sandstones and clays. The limestones are the most charac- 
teristic and persistent beds, they frequently occur alone, and they form the 
upper portion of the group when other beds are associated with them. 
Occasionally the limestone is pure, but it is commonly full of sand and 
small pebbles, so as to form a calcareous grit rather than a limestone, and 
as a rule it contains an abundance of masses, sometimes irregular, some - 
times more or less lenticular in form, of segregated chert Some of the small 
pebbles frequently consist of red jasper, the occurrence of which is very 
characteristic. This gritty limestone, with its included chert nodules, is 
found over a very extensive tract of country in the Central Provinces, and 
appears to be rarely absent throughout any large area in which the base of 
the traps is exposed. 

The bed which, after the limestone, is most commonly found in the 
Laraeti group, is a rather fine porous earthy sandstone, usually of a 
greenish colour. The clays are red or green, and are very frequently 
sandy or marly ; sometimes they contain nodular carbonate of lime. 
'Ihey are of local occurrence and appear but rarely to extend over any 
considerable area. All these beds pass into each other ; the limestone 
is not unfrequently merely the sandstone cemented by carbonate of lime, 

iPor details, see Quari. Jour, Geol. Soc„ [ VI, aid, (1869); IX, 315, (1872)5 XIII, 87, 
XVI, 154, (i860); Memoirs, II, 196, (i86o;j t (1877) ; V, 88, 115, {1872). 
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the marls aie an aigillaceous form of the limestone, and, except where the 
characteristic gritty limestone is the sole lepiesentative of the formation, 
there is, as a rule, a frequent change of character in the beds, both hori- 
zontally and vertically. This is usually the case \\here the thickness 
exceeds 20 or 30 feet, but where the group is only represented by a thin 
band, either the gritty limestone or the earthy greenish sandstone is com- 
monly found alone. 

The Lametd group is quite unconformable to all the various older 
formations upon which it rests, fiom the metamorphics to the Jabalpur 
group. As a rule, the lowest flows of trap are conformable to the in- 
fratrappean beds, but in some instances distinct unconformity has been 
detected, especially in one case near Jabalpur,^ and it is highly pro- 
bable that closer examination v^ould show that such cases are common, 
and that in many localities where Lametis are wanting their absence is 
due to denudation in pre-trappean times. At the same time the denuda- 
tion appears to have been local, not general, patches occurring here and 
there, whilst in the intervals between them the trap rests upon a forma- 
tion older than Lametd, but at such an elevation as to show that the 
absence of the intratrappean bed is not due to the ground having been 
above the water in which the Lametds were deposited. It is impossible 
that the Lametds cm ever have been co-extensive with the base of the 
trap, because the surface on which the latter rests is extremely uneven, 
and many portions of it must have been above the level at which the infra- 
trappean beds were deposited. It will, however, be necessary to recur 
to this subject, when discussing the relations of the trap series as a whole 
to tlse older formations. 

It is unnecessary lo give a list of localities at which the Lametd group 
has been observed. It is principally developed in the Central Provinces; 
around Nagpur, Jabalpur, etc. It has not been found in the southern 
SVJaidthd country, but elsewhere along the boundary of the volcanic area 
from the Goddvari valley to Bhopal and Indore, it is rarely absent over 
any considerable area. As a rule, owing to its small vertical development, 
it only covers small portions of the surface, and it usually forms a narrow 
fringe to the trap country. In the w'estern Narbada valley it has been 
recognised and described as lying unconformably on the cretaceous Bdgh 
beds.® 

The Lametd group is, as a rule, singularly unfossiliferous, the princi- 
pal fossils which have been found in it, consisting of some bones of a large 
Dinosaurian reptile, Titanosaurus indicus^ Pelorosaufui. of the 

\Yealden and Cetiosaurus of the Bath oolite These fossils occur near 
Jabalpur, and similar bones, together with coprolites and some cheloniau 

j :?.ecor(Ut, V, IT 5 , (1872). S Lyde:vker, Remds, X, 38, (1877). 

* Bose, Memoir XXI, 46, (1884). 
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remains, were found at Pisdura about eight miles north of WarorA in the 
Ch^ndd district.^ In the last named locality some of the characteristic 
fresh water niolluscaof the intertrappean beds, such as Phyt^a prinsepii^ are 
associated wnth the bones, and the same shells have also been found in beds 
at the base of the trap in one or two other localities ; for instance, a Pain* 
iiinay apparently identical with P.deccanen^iSy an intertrappean fossil, was 
found by Mr. Hislop at Nagpur,* Melania and Corbicula have been met 
with in infratrappean beds near EUichpur in Berir,® and Physa piimepnixi 
a similar position at Todihal, 13 miles north-north-east of Kaladgi in the 
southern Mar^tha country.^ But it is by no means clear, in those loca- 
lities, where fresh water shells are found in beds beneath the trap, 
with the exception of Ndgpur, that an intertrappean bed has not over- 
lapped the edge of the underlying lava flow, so as to rest upon an older 
rock, which may be either Lamet^ or any other more ant ient formation 
and in the paiticular case of Pisdura, where all the fossils are found 
scattered on the surface of a field consisting of red Lamet^ clay, there is 
alw’ajs a possibility that Physa pnnsepii and similar fossils may have come 
from some small unnoticed intertrappean band, concealed beneath the deep 
surface soil. At the same time it is by no means improbable that the 
Physa and other shells are really derived at Pisdura from the Lameti 
beds, and that this group consequently is not much older than the volcanic 
beds which overlie it- 

1 he only other noteworthy occurrence of fossils in the Lametd group 
is that of some fish remains at Dongargaon, six miles east by south, and 
Dhamni, nine miles east by north, of WarorS ® The species have not been 
described ; one of the fish found wras considered by Sir P. Egerton allied 
to the Spkvreenodus (a cyclo’d acanthopterygi »n) of the London clay, 
but according to Mr. Smith Woodward, only differs from BelonostomuSy 
an upper cretaceous genus, in the prominence of the vertical foldings 
of the teeth.^ 

Leaving the question of the mode of origin of the Lameti group 
to be discussed hereafter, and deferring for the moment the description 
of some beds with marine fossils found at the base of the traps near Rdja* 
mahendri, the next group which requires notice is that comprising the 
fresh water beds interstratified wdth the lower traps in many parts of 
India, and especially in parts of the Central Provinces, northern Haiderdb^d, 
Berir, and the states north of the Narbadi valley. Throughout these tracts 
cf country, and beyond them almost throughout the great trap area, there 

* Quart, four, Geol, Soc,, XVI, 163, (i860); Afeittoirs, XII, 193 (1876), 

Memoirs, XIII, 88, (1877). * Quart, four, Geol, Soc,^ XVI, *63, 

* Quart, four, Geol, Soe,^ XVI, 167, (i860). ( 860 . 

» Memoirsy VI, 283, (i869)- * J^occfdSy XXIIL 24, ( Sgo). 
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are found here and there, near the base of the volcanic formations, 
and in no case so far as has hitherto been recorded, at a greater height 
than from three to five hundred feet above the base, thin bands of chert, 
limestone, shale or clay, often aboundinj^ in fossils of fiesh water or 
terrestrial origin. 

Perhaps the most common form of the intertrappean bands, or that 
which is most conspicuousi is a compact, blackish, cherty rock, a kind of 
lydian stone It is clear that this rock has been originally a silt, and has 
been hardened, either by the outpouring of igneous rock over it or by 
chemical infiltration, the former being the more probable, because it very 
frequently happens that the upper portioh of the bed only is cherty, the 
lower portion being a soft earthy shale. Other forms of intertrappean 
bands are a dark or pale grey limestone, bften earthy and impure, but 
rarely gritty, like the characteristic LameU bed. Not unfrequently the 
sedimentary bed is composed of volcanic detritus, whether removed by 
denudation fiom solid basalt, or consisting merely of the Icose products 
of eruptions, such as lapilli, it is difficult to sa^. Red and gieen cla>s or 
bole are also found, often associated with other intertrappean rocks. 

As a rule, the sedimentary beds interstrAtified w^iih the lava flows 
are distinguished from those underlying the whole volcanic series by 
the absence of pebbles and sand, but occasionally, though rarely, sandy 
and even pebbly beds are found at some distance above the base of the 
trap. In the south Mardthi tountry most of the intertrappean beds are 
sandstones and conglomerates. One peculiar detrital form of intertrap- 
pean accumulation has hitheVto only been described the country 

north of the Narbadi and sou^h of Chhota Udaipur on flke banks of the 
Karo, a tributary of the Hiran river.^ The lower beds of the trap senes 
heie consist of conglomerates, sandstones, and sandy grits, "Sometimes 
resting on a stratum of basalt, but occasionally on the Bagh cretaceous 
beds, which underlie the volcanic formations. Occasionally the sandstone 
or conglomerate appears to be chiefly composed of detritus derived from 
the metamorphic rocks, but volcanic fragments, usually in the form of 
rolled pebbles of basalt, can alw'ays be found by search, and in many 
parts the bed becomes a mass of rolled Volcanic fragments, often mixed 
with unrolled scoriae. At times, indeed, "the rock is a conglomeratic ash, 
in which rolled fragments of metamorphic Vocks and of basalt occur to- 
gether Hornblende and pyroxene crystals have been found in these 
conglomeratic ashy beds, which are in some places as much as 200 feet 
thick In some instances the conglomerates appear to liave accumulated 
m hollows, like river beds, but in any case the abundance of xcMcd f>ebble£» 
and boulders of trap is important as a proof that denudation took place in 
the interval between successive lava flows 

1 MemoiiSf VI, 327, (1866). 
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With the exception of the detrital accumulations winch ha\e just been 
mentioned, the intertrappean bands rarely exceed a few feet, from three to 
about twenty, in thickness, and they frequently do not exeted half a foot. 
In many places two or more sedimentary beds occur at different le\els in 
the same section, and the different bands are in some cases dissimilar in 
mineral character* Thus, at Mekalgandi^ GhAt in the Sichel hills, south 
of the Pen Gangi river, on the old road from Nigpur to Haideribid, a 
locality famous as being one of the first at which the intertrappean fossils 
were detected by Malcolmson, the following beds are observed in sec- 
tion : — 


1. Trap. 

2- Chert} bed containing Ufito, Cyfris^ etc. 

3. Trap. 

4. I imestone containing Cypris and fragments of small moliusca 

5. Trap. 

6. Calcareous gnt, containing broken shells (Lameta). 

7. Metamcrphic locks. 

A single intertrappean bed can but rarely be traced for more than three 
or four miles without interruption ; it then usually dies out. At the same 
time it is rare to go over any large tract near the base of the traps without 
finding some sedimentary bands interstrati fied, and occasionally one is 
found to be much more extensive than usual. Thus, an instance is re*- 
corded by Mr J. G. Medlicott* in Sohdgpur, east of Jabalpur, in which an 
intertrappean bed was traced for nearly 25 miles. 

It would take up too much space to enumerate all the localities at 
which the lower sedimentary intertrappean beds have been observed- 
They have been noticed in several places in the southern Mardthd 
country ; they are commonly found near the base of the trap flows almost 
throughout the gieat and irregular line of boundary extending from the 
Godivari to Rijpuldna, and they occur even in small outliers, for instance, 
at Mdin Pit in Sarguja ; they have been detected by Mr. Rogers ® to the 
westward at Dohad, about 75 miles north-east of Baroda, and still farther 
west in Cutch, by Mr. Fedden ^ of the Geological Survey. 

The abundance of fresh water and terrestrial animals and plants in 
the intertrappean beds has been the principal reason for the comparatively 
large amount of notice which these thin bands of rock have attracted. 
The moliusca are very abundant and are occasionally exquisitely pre- 
served in the cherty layers, the commonest species being forms of and 
Lymnea^ whilst Unio^ although abundant locally, is of comparatively rare 
occurrence. Paludina^ Valvata^ and Melatiia are far from uncommon. 

' Mucklegundy pass of Malcolmson. 1 * Quart. Jour, Gecl XXVI, 122, (iSyo). 

* Mem^ II, 201, ^1859). 1 * Memoirs, IX, m (1872} 
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Land shells are very seldom found, but they have been detected^ in one 
case at least. Entomostracous crustaceans are very nearly as common as 
molliisca, all hitherto found belonging to the genus Cypris. The other 
remains of animals hitherto detected have consisted of insects^ fishes, and 
reptiles, all of which are fragmentary. Plant remains abound, but leaves 
are rare, seeds and fragments of wood being more common and the most 
abundant vegetable fossils are the seed vessels of Characess, of which one 
species has been described under the name of Chara ?nalcolmsoni. 

The plants have not been described, with the exception of the Chara. 
Those collected near Ndgpur are said by Mr. Hislop to comprise about 
fifty species of fruits and seeds, twelve of leaves, and five kinds of woods, 
the only forms mentioned are endogens and angiospermous exogens. The 
relations of the fossils will be discussed in the sequel, together with 
the fauna of the other intertrappean deposits. 

The whole of the mollusca and Crustacea are fresh water forms ; no 
marine species have been detected associated with them, except in the 
beds near Rd j^mahendri, of which a description nill be given in the 
next paragraph. The insects and plants, with the exception of Chara 
a fresh water form, are of terrestrial origin. The general prevalence of 
the pulmoniferous mollusca Physa and Lymnea appears to indicate that the 
water was shallow, as these forms live partly at the surface. CjfriSj too, 
is commonly found in shallow marshes. 

The outcrops of trap near Rijdmahendri are so remote from any • 
other exposure of the Deccan volcanic series, being about 210 miles 
distant from the nearest point of the great Deccan area north-west 
of Sironchi, that some doubt would remain as to the identification, despite 
the similarity of mineral character, had not some of the typical fresh water 
fossils of the Deccan intertrappean beds been discovered in the Riji- 
mahenclri area. The Rdjdmahendri outcrops occur on both banks of the 
Godavari,* and consist of an interrupted narrow band of volcanic rocks 
chiefly earthy dolerite and amygdaloid of the usual character, extending 
altogether for about 35 miles from east- north-east to west-south-west. 
Traps are seen at Kdteru on the left bank of the Godivari just north of 
R^j^mahendri itself, and extend rather more than ten miles to the east- 
north-east, resting upon metamorphic rocks whenever lower beds are 

^ Men 4 oirs.f II, 213, (1859); several forms and collections of the fossils were made bv 
were referred to the terrestrial genus Acha^ Lieutenant Stoddnrt and Sir W. Elliot, and 
iina. Some similar fossils from a French de‘»cribed by Mr. Hislop, Quart your. Geoh 
deposit had been placed in the same genus, but Soc., XVI, i6i, 176, (i860). The infralrappeau 
it appears more probable that the Indian shells band was first noticed by Dr. King, Records, 
are of fresh water origin and belong to VII, 159, (1874). See also Memoirs, XVI, 

or to some allied type. ^^4, (i88o) ; Qua? t. your, GeoU Soc., X, 47 ', 

** The inteitrappean beds were discovered (1854). 
originally by General Cullen and Dr. Benza, 
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seen. On the right bank the volcanic rocks appear in two areas, di\ided 
by small alluvial valley : the larger extends for about ten miles to the 
westward from Pungadi, 7 miles west of RAjamahendri, and the smaller 
occurs a few miles still farther west. In these outcrops the beds of 
the volcanic series rest upon the R^jmahil rocks of the Ellore region. In 
both cases the strata overlying the trap are Cuddalore sandstones 
and all the beds alike have a low dip to south or south-east. The whole 
thickness of the volcanic series at this locality, as already mentioned, 
nowhere appears to exceed about 200 feet, and in places it is not more 
than 100. 

At the base of the traps, and intervening between tlie basalt flows and 
the umlerlying jurassic sandstone, about 50 feet of sandstone, white, 
yellowish, or greenish in colour, are exposed near the village of Dddkur, 12 
miles west of Rdjdmahendri. The upper portion is calcareous, and on the 
top there is a band, about six inches to two feet thick, of sandy limestone 
abounding in marine fossils, the most abundant of which is a Tutritelia^ 
apparently identical with T. di:^passa of the cretaceous Ari\al«r group If 
not identical, the two species are ver}’ closely allied. A Nautilus^ about 
fifteen Gasteropoda^ and eleven Latnellibranckzafa accompany the TtirrU 
tella^ but not a single species, except Turrtcella dispassay has been 
recognised as identical either with the cretaceous beds of southern India 
or w’ith the eocene fossils of the nummulitic group. The collections have 
not, how^ever, been sufficiently compared to enable the species to be de- 
termined with certainty. Only one single species, too, C&rdita variabilts, 
has been recognised as occurring also in the overlying intertrappean bed. 
Although the w'hole facies is tertiary, there is a remarkable absence of 
characteristic genera,^ and the chief distinction from the cretaceous fauna 
of the upper beds in Southern India is simply the want of any marked 
cretaceous form The tauna is distincly marine. 

It is difficult to say whether this bed should be referred to the Lametd 
group or not. The mineral character is similar, but all knowrn Lamet^ 
outcrops are so distant that the identification is somewhat doubtful. 
The distinctions between the fossils of the High beds and those of the 
infratrappeans of Dudkilr and Pungadi appear too great to be attributed 
solely to the existence of a land barrier between the two areas ; it is 
difficult to suppose that the two lormations can be of the same geolo- 
gical age, and the Bigh beds are probably more ancient than the 
Pungadi infratrappeans. The balance of evidence is rather in favour of 
relerring the latter to cretaceous times than to tertiary, and they may be 
considered of intermediate age, as will be shown to be probably the case with 
the Lametis. 


^ Amongst the genera ideutiHed are J?osUl^ 
Inf in several forms of Muficida^ a VoluUlitkes 
near the tertiary K. torulosa^NatiCtty Tutf iiellay 


Dentalium^ Cyiherea or allied genera (three 
sp.), Catdita (four sp,), Cmbis^ JPectun^ulus^ 
Cuculiaa and Ostrea^ 
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Upon the fossiliferous limestone described in the last paragraphs a flow 
of basalt is superposed, varying in thickness from about 30 to about 
100 feet. There is an appearance of slight unconformity where the volcanic 
rock rests upon the sedimentary bed, the surface of the latter being slightly 
uneven, as if denuded, and the upper fossiliferous infratrappean zone is 
occasionally v^anting. The variation in thickness of the basalt stratum 
may be due to its having been poured out upon an uneven surface, but it 
is not quite clear V hether this unevenness was due to disturbance of the 
sedimentary beds before the outburst of the traps. That the denudation 
of the underlying formations can have been only partial is shov\nby the 
fact that they^may be traced between three and four miles, the upper 
portion alone being locally absent. 

On the left bank of the Godivari, near Rijdmahendri itself, the in- 
fratrappean band has not been observed. The thickness of the lower 
flow of basalt cannot be clearly ascertained, but it is not less than 40 
or 50 feet, and is probably moie Above this lower flow on both banks of 
the GodAvari there is found a sedimentary band, twelve to fourteen feet 
thick at Kiteru, where it only extends for about half a mile, and about two 
to four feet thick in the Pungadi direction, where it has been traced for 
about ten miles. The iiitertrappean bed consists of limestone and marl, 
portions of which abound in fossils. Numerous quarries, which have been 
opened near both Pungadi and Kiteru, have afforded good opportunities 
for obtaining fossils, which are difficult to extract from the argillaceous 
limestone when it is first quarried but weather out on exposure. About 
30 or 40 feet above the fossiliferous limestone of Kiteru, another sedi- 
mentary bed, consisting of yellow calcareous shale, is seen In one place. 
It is very thin, and no fossils have been found in it. 

The most marked feature of this fauna is its distinctly estuarine char- 
acter.^ Tympanoiunus^ Pirenella^ Cerithidea and Potainides^i:^ all brackish 
water forms. Hydrobia is an estuarine genus, and the fossil called Hemi- 
toma closely resembles a species of Acmdsa found living in creeks in the 
deltas of Indian rivers. 'Fhe shell described as Cerithium multiforme ap- 
pears to be a Tympanotonus ovPirenella; C. lei t hi has the characteristic form 
and sculpture of a Cerithidea^ and C. stoddardi is, at least, as much allied to 
Potamides 2iS to Cerithium proper. Some of the shells referred to Cytherea 
agree best with the typical forms of the genus (C. meretrix), many species 
of which abound in backwaters and at the mouths of rivers, and Mr. Hishjp 
has remarked the simildrity between Corbula oldhami and a Brazilian species 
belonging to the estuarine genus Azara* There is a complete absence of 
pelagic shells such as the Cephalopoda^ no Echhioderniata or corals are 
found, and, above all, four species Physa prinsepii, Lymnea iubulaca^ 
Paludina normalis ojxdi Corbicula ingens are characteristically fresh water 

^ For a hbt of the species that have been obtained see Memoir XV’I, 233, (18S0). 
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forms; the first three of these are of comparatively rare occurrence, 
but the Corbicula is common, and the last named may perhaps have lived 
in brackish water, as its near ally Cyrena does at the present day, whilst 
the purely fresh water shells were washed down by rivers, this view being 
quite in accordance with the theory that the interirappean beds of 
Rdjdmahendri were deposited in brackish water, which was supplied 
with fresh water by streams, but was also in communication with the 
sea. 

The mollusca, however, cannot be considered as very characteristic of 
age. They were compared by Mr. Hislop with the nummulitic fauna of 
western India, but, as he points out, no forms appear to^be identical, and 
although Natica dolium^ Turritella affinis and an unnamed Cerithium 
found in the tertiaries of Sind and Cutch resemble N. stoddardi, T. prse- 
longa and C. stoddardi^ the intertrappean forms are more closely allied to 
the cretaceous N, [Mammilla) carnatica^ T. elicita and Cerithium vagans 
than to the eocene species mentioned,^ while other forms might easily be 
show’D to be affined to those occurring in the cretaceous rocks of Southern 
India. In the case of Turtitella prselonga and T. elicita the affinity is 
very great. The shell called Vicar y a fusiformis appears not to be really 
congeneric with F. verneutlli, the type of the genus, ^ and the latter has 
now been found to be miocene, not eocene. On the whole, it may be safely 
asserted that no tertiary alliances of any value have been detected amongst 
the intertrappean Rdjimahendri fossils, and that their relations are rather 
with the upper cretaceous rocks of Southern India, although the connection 
is not strong. 

In the islands of Bombay and Salsette, and probably farther north on 
the same line of coast, the traps have an inclination of from 5® to 10® 
to the w'estward. The islands are separated from each other and from the 
mainland to the north by tidal creeks and alluvial flats, whilst the expanse 
of water forming Bombay harbour lies between them and the mainland to 
the eastward. In the islands of the harbour, and on the hills between 
Thdna and Kalyan north of the harbour, the same w^estwardly dip is dis- 
played, but further to the eastward, from Kalydn to the Sahyddri range, 
the traps are horizontal. 

About 2,000 feet of horizontal beds are exposed on the flanks of 
Mdtherdn hill, and a still greater thickness farther to the east in the hills 
near the Bhor Ghdt and close to the Great Indian Peninsula Railway line 
between Bombay and Poona, but it is impossible to say how far the lowest 
strata, exposed at the base of the hills, are above the bottom of the series, 
as no lower beds than the traps are seen. Owing to the numerous breaks in 

* When Mr. Hislop wrote, the South Indian I * This, was pointed o«t by Mr. H. M. Jenkins, 
cretaceous fossils had not been described. < Quart Jour, Ged, Soe,f XX. 
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the section, it is diHficult, without closer measurements than have hitherto 
been made, to estimate the precise thickness of the rocks dipping to the 
westward near Bombay, but taking the average dip at 5°, the whole thick- 
ness w^ould be nearly 7,000 feet. This is a minimum estimate, as the 
average dip is probably higher and the thickness consequently greater. 
From 1,200 to 1,500 feet oi rock are exposed in Bombay idand, so that it 
is evident that the lowest beds seen on the island are higher in the series 
thin the liighest flows seen on the Sah)ddri mountains to the eastward, 
although some of the higher portions of the range are 4,000 feet above 
the sea. 

The intertrappeans of Bombay are entirely confined, so far as is known, 
to these higher beds, no sedimentary rocks having hitherto been found 
amongst the middle portions of the Deccan trap series and it is manifest 
that the Bombay fresh water beds belong to a very different horizon from 
that to which the intertrappeans of Ndgpur and the Narbadd valley must 
be assigned. The most important bed is that which underlies the basalt 
of Malabar hill and Worlee hill, forming the broken ridge along the 
western or sea face of the island ; this stratum is consequently imme- 
diately beneath the highest lava flow known to occur anywhere through- 
out the trap area, for the rocks, as already stated, dip to the west, and no 
beds higher than those of Bombay have been discovered. It must, however, 
not be forgotten that the coast north and south of Bombay has not hitherto 
been examined with sufficient care to make it quite certain that no higher 
beds occur. 

This intertrappean bed on the east side of Malabar hill is more than one 
hundred feet thick in places, and consists principally of soft grey, greyish 
blue, brown, and brownish yellow earthy shnles, with occasional harder 
bands, some of which are black and caibonace<^us. The greater portion 
of the bed is evidently formed of volcanic detritus, whether lapilli washed 
down by water, or sand produced by the disintegration of lava flows^ 
it is difficult to say, very possibly both may have contributed to the 
formation of the rock. At the top of the deposit the shale occasionally 
becomes hardened and silicious, as if by the action of the overlying 
basalt. The black carbonaceous shale is locally highly bituminous and 
sometimes contains small layers of a coaly substance and fragments of 
mineral resin. Impressions of vegetables abound, although they are I ut 
seldom well preserved, and remains of animals are common, the best kno\\n 
being skeletons of small frogs and carapaces of Cypytdes, 

Besides this thick sedimentary band, several thinner beds have been 
found at lower horizons amongst the lava flows and ash beds of Bombay 
island. They are, however, very thin and, except one which is seen in 
the quarries of Nowroji hill south of Mazagaon, they are difficult to detect ; 
indeed, the circumstance of their occurrence haCs only become known through 
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the careful scrutiny of local geologists, \\ho, li\ing in the to^^n, could take 
advantage of any excavations for buildings, tanks, roads, etc , to examine 
the strata exposed According to Dr. Buist there are five or six sediment- 
ary beds below the thick band of Malabar hill, but fossils have only been 
found in that exposed at Nowroji hill, where Cy prides occur. All these 
bands consist of shaly beds.^ 

The fossils found at Bombay are tolerably numerous, but hitherto only 
the Vertebraia appear to have received more than a superficial notice. 'I he 
remains of a fresh water tortoise, Hyaraspis lei f hi {Testudo leithi. Carter) 
belonging to the and of atrrg, Rana pus^lla? considered by 

Dr, Stoliczka an have been found, the latter in abundance, 

while some bones of a larger frog have been obtained The Arihiopoda are 
represented by three species of Cypris, one of which, C, [cylindrica), is also 
found in the intertrappean deposits of the Deccan ; another species has 
been called C*. semimarginata by Dr. Carter, the third is unnamed. C. semi* 
marginata is the most generally diffused, but the other forms also occur in 
great numbers. Only fragments of insects have been found. Mollusca 
are rare, and the few specimens hitherto procured have been in poor con- 
dition, they have been referred to Melania and Pupa, but with some doubt, 
and none of the characteristic Deccan forms have been detected. The 
plant remains comprise stems, leaves, seeds, and perhaps roots, but very 
little has been determined, except that endogens and angiospermous exo- 
gens are represented. 

The life represented by the species named is clearly that of a shallow 
marsh. The frogs occur in large numbers, and their bodies have evidently 
been deposited near the spot where they died, as the whole skeleton 
Is found perfect. In some cases, as was noticed by Dr. Stoliezka, the 
skeleton has been dragged along the surface of the shale in which it is 
imbedded, and he suggests with great probability that this was done by 
wind. The tortoise is a marsh or river form, the nearest living ally, accord- 
ing to Dr. Gray,* being a genus found in fresh water in South America. 


After the description of the various sedimentary formations intercalated 


* For fuller description of these beds see Carter, 
your, Bo.,Br, Roy. As.Soc., IV, i6i, (1853), and 
Geological Papers on Western India, p, laS; 
Buist, Trans. Bo.Geogr. Soe ^ X, 

Wynne, Memoirs, V, 193,(1866); VI, 3S3, (i86yi). 
It must not be forgotten that Dr. Carter*^ views 
as to the relations of the sedimentary beds 
differ essentially from those stated in text, 
with which all other observers agree 
*Otten, Quaii. your. Geol. Soc.^ Ill, 224, 

(J847). 

* MeuMrs^ VI, 387, (1867) Dr. S*olic^ka 


shows that the form agrees well with Oxyglos- 
sus and with no other known existing genus. 
At the same time, as some of the principal 
characters by which genera of frogs are dU* 
tingmshed are not preserved in the skeleton, 
the Bombay frog may have differed greatly 
from recert Osyglossi. From the species of 
true Rana it is di:>tingUTshed by the want of 
vomerine t:ietb, the large bead, and short 
hinder limbs. 

*Ann Mag.Nai , 4 series. V 111, 339f 
(1871) 
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with the traps or underlying them, the next point for consideration is the 
mode of origin of the trap rocko themselves. Their volcanic character is 
sufficiently proved by their composition. Precisely similar rocks occur 
amongst the la\as poured out from recent volcanoes, whilst nothing of the 
same kind has ever been known to be deposited from water. But the first 
difficulty which aiises and it is one of very great importance, is to account 
for the persistent horizoutality of the beds. Two observers certainly, 
Jacquemont' and Adolph Schlagintweit * have considered that the traps are 
unstratified, but after the evidence already mentioned as to the differences 
in mineral character between successive bands, the frequent occurrence of 
vesicular structure on the upper surface of flows, the presence in abundance 
of beds of volcanic ash, and the repeated interstratification in the same 
localities of sedimentary layers, it is unnecessary to refute this view. A 
much more common opinion, and one which has been supported by numer- 
ous excellent geologists, from Newbold downwards, is that the Deccan 
traps are of subaqueous origin, and it is necessary to show why this opinion 
is untenable. 

In all cases of subaqueous eruptions the ejected masses consist of 
substances very similar to the lava, ashes, sconse and lapilli of ordinary 
subaerial volcanic outbursts, but these materials being thrown out into the 
water are reduced by the sudden cooling to the condition of a fine 
powder, which is dispersed and deposited in layers in the same manner 
as ordinary detritus, so as to form what are known as stratified tuffs. 
With these tuffs ordinary marine deposits are necessarily intercalated, 
and both these and the tuffs are usually fossiliferous, the very destruction 
of life in the waters of the sea, caused by the heat and gases which are 
evolved during eruptions, encouraging the preservation of those portions 
of the organism which are not liable to destruction from the temperature 
of boiling water or the process of decomposition. Now, the volcanic 
ashes, already described as occurring in great abundance amongst the 
higher beds of the Deccan traps, are not, as a rule, stratified in the 
manner in w'hich beds deposited from water would be. Although they 
occur in strata, intercalated with basaltic lava flows, these ash beds them- 
selves have no internal lamination, except in a few rare instances in 
which they are chiefly composed of bole, and may have been formed in the 
small pools of fresh water so common in volcanic areas Above all, not a 
trace of a marine organism has ever been found in any ash bed, or in any 
rock intercalated with the traps, except in the intertrappean and infratrap- 
pean formations of Rajimahendri, where the lava has evidently been 

Voyage dans rinde/*4®, Pans, 1841, III, engaged in the Magnetic Survey of Irdis,'* 
5Q4, etc. No I, p 6 — Reisen in Indien und Hochabicn 

® “ Report of the Proceedings of the OQtcers Vol I, p 141, (1869). 
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poured out on the coast. It may be thought that the prevalence ot 
\oIcanic conditions would destroy a‘l life in the sea, and thus the absence 
of marine fossils in the traps may be explained, but e\en if this \ift\v were 
conceded, and it is entirely opposed to all that is known of recent 
submarine \olcanic action, there must ha\e been a great destruction of 
life at the commencement of the \olcanic epoch, and some traces of the 
animals destroyed should ha\e been preserved. 

The evidence afforded by the characters of the traps and the absence cf 
marine fossils is, therefore, opposed to the hypothesis of a submarine 
origin, and the relations of the lowest lava flows to the underlying rocks 
are strongly antagonistic to the idea that the volcanic outbursts were 
subaqueous. 1 he surface of the older rocks upon which the traps rest is 
in many parts extremely uneven, the basalt filling great valleys, some- 
times as much as 1,000 feet in depth, whose form shows that they were 
excavated by subaerial erosion. Admirable examples are seen between 
Bhopdl and Hoshangdbdd, where the Deccan traps rest upon an extremely 
uneven surface of Vindh)an rocks.^ It is true that this uneven surface 
might have been formed above the sea and then depressed beneath the 
water, but in that case w’e should expect to find aqueous deposits of con- 
siderable thickness at the base of the volcanic rocks, as periods of depreg* 
sion are always favourable for the accumulation of sediment. It is pre- 
cisely in this uneven ground that no deposits whatever are found at the 
base of the traps and the general absence of any infratrappean deposit 
has been noticed in the south Marithi country, where also the surface 
upon vrhich the traps rest is very irregular. 

Where the underlying formation consists of the cretaceous Bdgh beds, 
these are, as a rule, apparently conformable to the volcanic series, and it 
might be thought that iu this tract of country the traps were submarine. 
But every here and there a spot is found where the cretaceous rocks are 
wanting, and where the level of the infratrappean surface shows that 
their absence is due to denudation.* In some cases where the Bdgh beds 
are not more than 30 or 40 feet thick, the denudation which has removed 
them has only extended over a small area, and has scarcely affected the 
harder rocks beneath, and from the small area, often only a few yards wide> 
over which the cretaceous rocks have been removed, it is evident that 
the denuding agent was subaerial erosion. It has also been ascertained 
that the Bdgh beds had been locally disturbed to a small extent, besides 
having suffered from denudation, before the commencement of the 
volcanic outbursts. 

Lastly, the circumstance that, with the single exception of the estuarine 
intertrappean band of Kijimahendri, every fossiliferous sedimentary bed 

I * Memoirs, VI, 212, 300, 3 I 3 » etc., (1867). 

U 


* Memoirs, VI, 240, 24?, etc., (1867). 
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intercalated with the Deccan traps is unmistakably of fresh water origin 
is a conclusive proof that all those lava flows which are associated with 
such sedimentary beds are not submarine. We have thus not only a 
complete absence of all proof of submarine origin,^ but clear and 
unmistakable evidence that the traps were in great part of subaerial 
formation. 

Another favourite idea with many writers, and especially with Mr. Hislop 
and Dr Carter, has been that the lower traps were poured out in a vast, but 
shallow, fresh water lake extending throughout the area over which the 
^ intertrappean limestone formation ’ extends.* This hypothesis involves 
the existence of a lake of enormous size, several hundreds of miles in length 
and breadth, but shallow throughout. It appears more probable that the 
lakes in which the Lameti group and the intertrappean beds were de- 
posited were of moderate size, and that they were formed by unequal 
elevation of different parts of the area, prior to the volcanic outbursts, or 
by the obstruction of the drainage of the country by lava flows. The 
lake or lakes in which the Lametd beds were formed may have been more 
extensive, but it has already been shown that single sedimentary bands 
intercalated in the traps, can rarely he traced for more than three or four 
miles, and the character of the fauna, in the intertrappean formations, 
both of Central India and of Bombay, is in favour of the animals of which 
the remains are found having inhabited shallow marshes rather than deep 
lakes. 


^ It may appear to many geologists that an 
unnecessary amount of space and argument 
has been devoted to proving a very clear pro- 
posiition, viss. that the Deccan traps are 
subaerial. The reason for giving the arguments 
at length is that a different view has been 
expressed by manj geologists, A reference 
to the Quart. Jour. Geol. Soc., XXX, 225, 
(1874), will show that the arguments used by 
Professor Judd to prove the subaerial origin of 
the volcanic rocks in the west of Scotland and 
north of Ireland, are precisely the same in 
many cases as those mentioned above. These 
views had been urged in the case of the Indian 
rocks (^hemoirs VI, 145) some yeais before the 
publication of Ptofessor Judd’s papers. 

® By both the writers named the intertrappean 
beds of Bombay were supposed to be iden- 
tical with those of Central India, and both 
were under the impression that there was but 
a solitary fresh water bed which was deposit- 
ed before any volcanic outbursts took place, 
which was then covered up by lava flows, and 
Anally separated from the underlying rocks 


and bioken up by a great sheet of intrusive 
basalt injected beneath it. 

The geoloi^isls named would doubtless have 
modified their views had they been acquainted 
with all the facts now ascertained with regard 
to the Deccan traps and the associated sedi- 
mentary beds. The conception of a great 
sheet of intrusive basalt so injected between 
two formations that it always overlies the 
one and underlies the other, over an area of 
thousands of square miles, is quite untenable. 
It is a physical impossibility that an immense 
djke should be injected horizontally for hun- 
dreds of miles instead of breaking through to 
the surface. Moreover, the fact that successive 
«^ed.mentary beds, as in the case at Mekalgandi 
Ghdt, mentioned on page 267, are often of 
different mineral compos tion, and the very fre- 
quent instances in which the upper surface of a 
sedimentary band is altered, whilst the lower 
is unchanged, prove that both lava flows and 
sedimentary intertrappean beds were regu- 
larly and successively formed, one above the 
ether, as they now occur. 
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We are thus thrown back upon our original difficulty, the horizontality 
of the Deccan traps. It has been shown that this is not due to a sub- 
aqueous origin, whether marine or fresh winter. At the same time the 
phenomenon cannot b.e said to have been thoroughly explained, because 
no such formation is known to be in process of accumulation at the 
present day. Many such masses of horizontal stratified traps are, how- 
ever, found in various parts of the world, and though it is impossible, 
for want of recent examples, to demonstrate the circumstances which cause 
their formation in place of volcanic cones, there is abundant evidence that 
such traps were a common form of volcanic accumulation in past times, 
and that similar stratified lava flows w*ere not confined to any particular 
epoch, although several instances are known of about the same geological 
age as that attributed to the Deccan outbursts. 

Assuming, therefore, as we are justified in doing, that the horizontal 
dolerites of western and central India precisely resemble modern lavas 
in everything except their horizontality and the extent of area which they 
have covered, it remains to be seen what evidence there is of the sources 
from which this enormous accumulation of molten materials w'as poured 
out. The original cones and craters, if any ever existed, must have been 
the first portion of the volcanic area to suffer from denudation, and it is 
easy to conceive that subaerial erosion, from eocene times to the present, 
would have more than sufficed to remove every trace of the loose material 
of which volcanoes are chiefly composed. Still, it is surprising that the 
inclined beds forming the slopes of a volcanic cone should, in no single case 
which has been recognised, have been preserved by being encased in 
subsequent outbursts of harder materials. Possibly the tendency of great 
lava streams to sweep away all loose volcanic materials may suffice, in 
those cases in w'hich large quantities of lava an; poured out, to prevent 
volcanic cones from forming. 

When, however, w'e look for other evidence of the neighbourhood of 
igneous outbursts, w^e find dykes and irregular intrusions abundant in 
some localities, rare or absent in others, whilst the presence of volcanic 
ash throughout a large portion of the trap area has already been noticed. 
The ash beds, especially when, as usually happens, they form a coarse 
volcanic breccia, containing blocks several inches in diameter, cannot 
have accumulated far from volcanic vents, although they may have been 
transported to a much greater distance floating on the surface of molten 
lava than they could have been ejected from the volcano. 

A much closer examination of the Deccan area than has hitherto been 
practicable will be requisite before the distribution of dykes and ash beds 
can be considered as even approximately known. So far as the country 
has hitherto been examined, both appear to prevail much more largely in 
the region near the coast, from Mahdbaleshw'ar to the neighlpkourhood of 

U2 
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Baroda, than in other parts of the trap area. It is, of course, very often 
difficult to recognise dykes amongst rocks of precisely similar mineral 
character, much closer search being needed than is requisite in order to 
detect volcanic intrusions amongst sedimentary formations. It is only 
where dykes are large and numerous that attention is likely to be directed 
to them. 

There is one tract of country in which dykes are peculiarly large and 
abundant. This is in the R^jpipla hills, north-west of Surat. In this 
country, over a considerable area, very large, parallel, or nearly parallel, 
basalt dykes are found, sometimes not more than two or three hundred yaids 
apart, the general direction being east by north to west by south. The 
traps are much disturbed, and frequently dip at considerable angles. 

To the southward of the Tipti, along the line of the Sahyadri, and its 
neighbourhood, in western Khindesh, the northern Konkan, and the 
intervening small native states, a tract whose geology is unknown, 
it is probable that dykes may continue numerous for a considerable 
distance, as their number and size in the Konkan, north-east of Bombay, 
are especially noticed by Mr. G, T. Clark, ^ but intrusions are far from 
abundant in the lava flows exposed in the higher country east of the Ghdts. 
At the same time the frequent occurrence of ash beds in the higher 
traps around Poona and Mahibaleshwar sufficiently attests the neighbour- 
hood of the old volcanic vents.* 

North of the Rijpipla hills and of the river Narbadd, and west of 

Baroda, trap dykes are not so common as in the Fijpipla hills, but in- 

trusive masses occur. One of these, forming Matapenai or Karali hill, 
about 14 miles south-vest of Chhota Udaipur, is a mass of grey trachyte 
or fcrachy-dolerite, containing enormous masses of granite, evidently 
derived from the metamorphic rocks through which the mass, vhen 
molten, passed on its way to the surface. The silicious character of the 
intrusion in this, and some other cases, is perhaps due to the fusion of 
quarlzose metamorphic rock in the basic dolerite. Another trachytic core 
was noticed near the village of Padwani, 18 miles east of Broach. The 
occurrence of fragments derived from the metamorphic rocks in intrusive 
dykes is by no means an uncommon occurrence. 

It is only natural that far better evidence of volcanic foci is to be 

* Quart your Geol, Soc XXV, 164, (1869). homogeneity of the accumulations in the 

® Mr* Clark has described what he regards as neighbourhood of the foci, as compared with 
a series of vents along the course of the Barwi the more evenly bedded traps and ashes at a 
river above Kalydn. They are said to be crater- distance ; Records, XIII, 69, (i88o). The only 
like hillocks, in whose neighbourhood the traps reason for doubting those conclusions is the 
lie in small streamlets, crossing and overlap- peculiar form assigned to the hillocks; as a 
ping one another. These supposed vents lie rule, the material filling the neck ot an old 
along the region where the traps have under- volcano is harder than the surrounding stuff, 
gone a maximum of denudation, believed by and would not form a hollow surrounded by 
Mr, Clark to be due to the less degree of a ridge, but stand out as a solid mass. 
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found outside the trap area, or in the inliers of older sedimentary rocks, 
than amongst the lava flows themselves, and it may therefore be useful 
to point out very briefly the distribution of such intrusive masses so far 
as the country is known. Commencing to the north-west, no trap dykes 
have been found in Sind, where, however, the deposits of older date than 
eocene cover an exceedingly small area. In Cutch intrusive masses ot 
basalt and dykes of large size abound throughout the Jurassic rocks, and 
some of the former rise into hills of considerable size.^ In K^thiiw^r the 
Girnir hill is said to be formed of the dioritic core of an ancient volcano, 
and intrusions are abundant throughout this district. Throughout the 
northern edge of the trap country in Rijputina, Gwalior, and Bundelkhand, 
dykes are rare or wanting^ but they abound in some of the areas of older 
rocks exposed in the Narbadi valley, and they are especially common in 
the Gondwdna tract, south of the river, in the neighbourhood of the 
Mahdieva hills. Farther to the eastward they are less numerous, but some 
occur throughout the upper Son valley, and they gradually die out in 
Sarguja and Paiimau, only 200 miles west of the ground in which the older 
lava Sows of Rijmahil age are seen, and within less than 100 miles of 
the Gondvvana basins in the upper D£modar valley, which are traversed by 
basalt dykes, probably of the same age as the R^jmahdl traps. Passing 
southwards from Jabalpur and Mandli how^ever, there is a total absence of 
volcanic intrusions amongst the Vindhyan and Gondwina formations of 
Nagpur and Ch^ndi, and none have as yet been noticed in the neighbour- 
hood of the Prinhfta and Godavari between Chind^ and Rijlmahendri. 
The country south of the Godivari and north-west of HaiderAb^d is 
still imperfectly known, but in the south Marithi country, and the 
Konkan near Vengurla, the few dykes which have been observed travers- 
ing the unmetamorphosed azoic strata are but doubtfully connected 
v.?ith the Deccan traps. Ashes, moreover, are much less abundant in this 
region, amongst the Deccan flows, than they are further north. 

We have thus abundance of evidence of the former existence of 
volcanic foci in Cutch, the Rijpipla hills, and the lower Narbada valley, 
and probably in the neighbourhood of the Sahyidri range east and north- 
north-east of Bombay, whilst there is every probability that vents ex- 
tended to the eastward as far as south Rew4 and Sarguja, but there 
is no evidence of any having existed in the Nagpur country or to the 
south-east. Yet, as the traps are found represented at R^jimahendri, it 
appears probable that they once extended over all the Godivari valley, 
though it is quite possible that the Rijimahendri outlier may have been 
originally isolated and derived from a centre w'hich has not been dis- 
covered. 

^ One of these, called Denodhar, was de- numerous geological works. The hill is very 
scribed originally as a volcano, GtoL Trans , 2nd probably the basaltic core of a pre-numxnulttic 
series, V, 315, (1840). and the statement that volcano. Its crateriform appearance is due to 
it IS an extinct crater has been repeated in denudation. 
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It is, however, very clear that the lava flo\^s must have extended to an 
enormous distance from the vents through which the molten material was 
poured out. Trap dykes are rarely solitary; they are generally abundant 
in the neighbourhood of volcanic foci, and the country in the neighbourhood 
of Nagpur and Chindi has been examined so closely that the improbability 
of any intrusions of igneous rock having been overlooked is much greater 
than in most parts of the country. It is known that the comparatively 
moderate outbursts from existing volcanoes flow to great distances from 
their source, while the occurrence of the Deccan traps in immense horizontal 
sheets of but slight thickness, but of great horizontal extension, shows that 
they must have been extremely fluid when poured out, and it is difficult 
to form an accurate idea of the distances to which they may have flowed 
before consolidating. Further observations are necessary before all the 
sources of the great volcanic series of Western India can be said to have 
• been even approximately determined.' 


The question of the geological age to be assigned to the Deccan vol- 
canic outbursts has been left to the last, because it was desirable to 
precede it by a full statement of all the facts upon which a conclusion may 
be founded. The evidence to be recapitulated is twofold, that founded on 
the affinities of the fossils found in the various intertrappean rocks, and 
that derived from the relations of the stratified traps to beds above and 
below them. It is, of course, clear that the traps rest upon cretaceous 
beds and are overlaid by nummultitics, and the only question is whether 
the lava flows are cretaceous or eocene. 

The most important clue to the correlation of the volcanic rocks with 
the known series of fossiliferous deposits might be expected to be obtained 
from the marine beds associated with the volcanic formations at Raja- 
mahendri. This, however, as has been already shown in the description of 
the sedimentary beds, proves of little service. So far as is hitherto 
known, the relations of both the infratrappean and intertrappean faunas 
are with the cretaceous rather than with the tertiary beds, but the points 
of connection, in the latter case especially, are quite insufficient to decide 
the affinity of the formations. 

Turning to the fresh water fauna of the intertrappean beds, the question 
arises, as in the case of the Gondwdnas, of the amount of dependence to be 
placed upon terrestrial animals and plants as a guide to geological age. In 
the case of the Gondwina formations it has been shown that forms 


* Su A. Geikie {Nature^ 4th Nov. 1880) hss 
suggested that the Deccan traps, like the great 
lava flows of the Paciflc slopes of North Ame- 
nca, weie poured out from fissures, and not from 


volcanic cones. This would, to a great extent, 
account for the horizontality of the traps, but 
the ash beds must have been thrown out from 
vents, round which cones would accumulate. 
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characteristic of particular epochs in Europe occur, in a very different posi- 
tion, in the geological sequence in India, and it is, therefore, necessary to be 
cautious in accepting conclusions founded upon slight e\idence. There is a 
very marked similarity between some of the fresh water mollusca of the 
Deccan intertrappeans and species found in some beds of plastic clay age 
(lower eocene) occurring at Rilly-la-Montaigne in northern France, ^ one 
species, Physa giganiea^ from the latter locality being considered by some 
palaeontologists identical with the Indian P. prinsepiL This identifi- 
cation is, however, to say the least, extremely doubtful, and the fauna of 
the Rilly beds appears more recent than that of the Deccan intertrappeans. 
Other resemblances between the plants and fish of the intertrappean beds 
and those of the London clay have also been indicated, and a Pkysa^ said 
to be allied to P, prtnsepiiy has been found in the nummulitic rocks of the 
Himalayas, but even the generic identification in the latter case is far 
from certain.® 

This evidence only suffices at the most to show an approximation 
between the age of the Deccan trap and the lower eocene, and is quite 
insufficient to prove whether the former should be classed as upper- 
most secondary or lowest tertiary. But the closest relationship of the 
intertrappean fauna is with that of the Laramie group in North Ame- 
rica. According to Dr. Neumayr* the following species are very closely 
allied, if not identical : — 


Intertrappean. 

Physa prinsepit * . • 

„ „ var. elongaia . 

Acella aitenuaia • • 

Paludina mrapai « 

Unto carieri « * • * 

Corhicula ingens • 


Laramie. 


P. copeL 
P. disjuncta, 

A. haldemani. 
Hydrobta anthonyi* 
i U» gonionotus. 
t N, gonioumbonatus* 
Cm cleturnu 


The Laramie group is regarded as intermediate in age between the 
cretaceous and eocene — an age which would harmonise the conflicting 
alliances of the fauna of the inter and infra trappean beds near Rdjd- 
mahendri. 

The relations between the traps and the underlying cretaceous beds of 
the lower Narbadd valley have been already described. There is a general, 
though slight unconformity, due to subaerial denudation of the underlying 
beds. In a very few localities the latter appear to have been disturbed 


^ Mem. Soc, Geol. de France, dnd series, 
III, 265, (1848), The genera found at Rilly-Ia- 
Montaigne are Cyclas , AncyiuSf Vttrinaj Helix, 
Pupa, Clausilia, Megaspira, Bultmus, Achatina, 
Auricula, Cyclosloma, Paludina, Physa, 
V alvaia. The majority of these genera are 


terrestrial forms. 

‘ D’Archiac and Haime, Description des 
anxmaux Fossiles da gronpe nammuHtiqae de 
I’Inde, Paris, 1853, p. 277, 

® Neu, Jakrb. Mm Oeol , 1884, Bd. I, p* 74; 
Record;,, XVII, 87, (x88 }. 
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before the formation of the lowest traps. Between the highest volcanic 
beds and the nummuHtic rocks of Surat and Broach the break appears to 
be much greater ; not only do the tertiary rocks rest upon a largely denuded 
surface of the traps, but they are in a great measure composed of materials 
derived from the disintegration of the lava flows, the lowest tertiary beds 
being frequently coarse conglomerates of rolled basalt fragments, whilst 
beds, hundreds of feet in thickness, are chiefly composed of agates 
derived from the traps. This, however, although it proves that great 
denudation of the volcanic rocks took place during the deposition of 
the nummulitic formations, does not necessarily imply a great break and 
an interval of disturbance prior to the commencement of the tertiary epoch, 
because the traps, being of subaerial origin, were, unlike most sedimentary 
rocks, subject to erosion from the period of their formation. In this case, 
however, the unconformity is distinctly marked, and appears to show a 
great break in the sequence. The lowest tertiary beds near Surat contain 
fossils which appear to be a mixture of middle and lower eocene forms 
(Kirthar and Rinikot). 

Farther to the westward, in Cutch, the rocks at the base of* the tertiary 
group resting upon the trap are locally conformable, and they have even 
been considered ^ to be partially volcanic, but, as w ill be shown in the next 
chapter, there can be no doubt that a break, marked by unconformity, 
exists between the two series. It appears most probable, too, that the 
lowest tertiary beds are really composed of detritus derived from the 
voicanic rocks, as all appear to be of sedimentary origin, and no instance 
has been noticed of intercalation with the lava flows. I'he great difficulty 
of distinguishing between volcanic ash and the detritus of igneous rocks 
when mixed with ordinary sediments, especially where the rocks are much 
decomposed, as in Cutch, is too well known to require comment. The 
beds immediately resting upon the traps are of older date than the num- 
mulitic limestone. The trap rests unconformably on neocomian and 
jurassic beds. 

In Sind the very thin representatives of the Deccan traps may, of course, 
only represent a small portion of the period during which the volcanic 
rocks were in process of accumulation further to the eastward. One band 
rests conformably upon beds which, according to the most recent palaeon- 
tological investigations, are intermediate in age between the cretaceous 
and lower eocene, whilst a second bed of trap is found about 700 feet 
lower, interstratified with sandstones. 

It will be seen, therefore, that whilst it is clear that the Deccan traps 
were poured out in the interval between middle cretaceous and middle 
eocene, the evidence tends to show that the lowest volcanic outbursts 
were at the oldest of uppermost cretaceous age. That an immense period 

' Wynne, Memoirs^ IX, 66 , (1872). 
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of time was occupied by the accumulation of the successK e volcanic out- 
bursts is manifest ; long intervals must have elapsed between successive 
flows in all those cases in which fossihferous sedimentary beds are inter- 
calated, for these inter\’als were sufficient to enable lakes to be formed 
and stocked \\ ith life, and in other cases for rivers to cut beds in the lava 
flows, and to All up those beds with gravel and sand. 


Recapitulating the whole evidence, so far as it is presented to us by 
the observations hitherto made, W’e find that in times subsequent to 
middle cretaceous, a great area of the Indian Peninsula formed part of a 
land surface, very uneven and broken in parts, but to the eastward 
apparently chiefly composed of extensive plains, W’^hich, by some slight 
changes of level preceding the volcanic period, w'ere converted into lakes. 
There is much probability that springs charged with silica were common 
either at this epoch or shortly after. The lakes had apparently been 
drained, and the deposits, which had accumulated in them, had locally 
been subject to denudation before the first outbursts of lava took place. 
These occurred at considerable intervals, small and very shallow^ lakes or 
marshes being formed in the meantime by the interruptions to the drain- 
age produced by lava flows, or by changes of level accompanying the volca- 
nic eruptions. In these lakes a rich fauna of fish, mollusca, entomostra- 
cous Crustacea and water plants existed, whilst a varied and probably a 
rich vegetation occupied the surrounding country. There is evidence of 
the existence of insects and of reptiles, whether terrestrial or aquatic has 
not been determined, but hitherto no remains of mammals or birds have 
been found — a circumstance which by no means proves that they did not 
exist. Fresh flows of lava filled up the first lakes, and covered over the 
sedimentary deposits which had accumulated in the waters, but these 
\ery flows, by damming up other lines of drainage, produced fresh lakes, 
so that several alterations of lava and sedimentary beds were produced in 
places. Gradually the lakes seem to have disappeared, whether the lava 
flows succeeded each other so rapidly that there was no time for the 
accumulation of sediment in the interval, or w^hether, as is more probable, 
the surface had been converted into a uniform plain of basalt by the 
enormous lava streams which had been poured out it is difficult to say, 
but no farther traces of life have hitherto been found until tow'ards the 
close of the volcanic epoch. It is possible that at the end, as at the com- 
mencement, of the period, the intervals betw'een eruptions became longer, 
and the animal and vegetable life, which may have been seriously dimi- 
nished or altogether driven out ot the country during the rule of igneous 
conditions, resumed its old position, but a great change had taken place in 
the long interval, the old lacustrine fauna had died out, and the animals 
and plants which now appeared in the country seem to have differed from 
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those which had formerly occupied it. Lastly, in the north-western por- 
tion of the area, parts of the volcanic country were depressed beneath 
the sea, and marine tertiary deposits began to be formed from the 
detritus of the extinct volcanoes and their products. A great tract of the 
volcanic region, however, appears to have remained almost undisturbed 
to the present day, affected by subaerial erosion alone and never de- 
pressed beneath the sea level though probably for a time at a lower 
elevation than at present. 


# 



CHAPTER XII. 


CRETACEOUS ROCKS OF THE EXTRA-PENINSULAR AREA. 

Absence of break between the cretaceous and tertiaiy-^ Isolated exposures of lower cretaceous 

beds — Cretaceous rocks of Sind and neighbouring areas — Suldimdn range— Afghdnistdn— 

Himalayas— Assam — Burma— Doubtfully cretaceous beds of Tenasserim* 

We have already seen that the great distinction between the palaeozoic 
and mesozoic of Europe does not hold good in India, and that the inter- 
val is bridged by rock S) stems which include beds both of older meso- 
zoic and newer palaeozoic age. In the last chapter \ve saw that the 
interval between mesozoic and cainozoic is similarly bridged, in the 
Indian Peninsula, by the Deccan traps, and we will now find that in extia- 
peninsular India, in Sind and Baldchistdn on the west, as in Assam on the 
east, it is similarly impossible to separate the secondary and tertiary 
eras, on any but purely pateontological grounds, as they are connected by 
a continuous series of deposits ranging from cretaceous to tertiary, which* 
in the intervening country, is not only carried through the tertiary epoch, 
but is extended into recent times. 

It is not meant by this that there is on any one section a complete and 
conformable sequence extending from cretaceous to recent. The sections 
indeed are all imperfect, and unconformable breaks are found in all, but the 
unconformity of one section is bridged by a continuous series of deposits on 
another, and there is no widespread, universal break which would give a 
natural line of demarcation for the separation of the rocks below from 
those above them. In many nays it would, consequently, be more natural 
to group the cretaceous and tertiary beds together for descriptive pur- 
poses, but this would necessitate a system of description that would 
obscure some important relations between the tertiary and especially the 
upper tertiary beds of widely separated areas, and it will be best to take 
advantage of the recognised division between tertiary and secondary, and 
•confine our attention for the present to the cretaceous rocks. 

Before proceeding to the description of the more important and com- 
plete exposures it will be well to notice some isolated occurrences of lower 
cretaceous beds. 

In Cutcli there is a thin bed of ferruginous oolitic rock which occurs at 
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the base of the Deccan traps forming Ukra the hill, seven miles south-east 
of Lakhpat in north-weslein Cutch, and rests upon beds of the Umia group. 
The outcrop is very ill seen, and nothing has been definitely ascertained as 
to the degree of conformity between the cretaceous bed and the underlying 
formation, but there appears to be no marked contrast between them,^ 

The following three Cephalopoda have been obtained from this locality, 
Ammojiites martini^ A, deshayesi^ Crioceras australe. The tw'O former 
of these occur in the lower greensand (Neocomian) of Europe, and are most 
characteristic of the upper portion ; the third has been found in cretaceous 
beds of Australia, whose exact horizon is not known. 

In the Chichili pass, in the trans-Indus continuation of the Salt range, 
the Jurassic beds are conformably overlaid by a band of tough black sandy 
clay, full of BelemmieSyAmmonitesy etc., among which Dr. Waagen recog- 
nised the lower neocomian form Perisphinctes asierianus? 

This fossiliferous band is overlaid by a band of soft yellowish unfos- 
siliferous sandstones which increases in thickness to the west. This was 
at first regarded as cretaceous, but it is said to contain pebbles of alveo- 
lina limestone in the westerly exposures.^ 

In the Sirban mountain near Abbott^bdd, the Jurassic sandstones are 
capped by a bed, lo to ?o feet thick, of a similar, but much harder, 
sandstone, which W’eathers of a rusty brown colour and is commonly crowd- 
ed with fossils. These include Ammonites of the groups Cristati and 
Infiatiy AncyloceraSfAnisoceras, and Baculites\ Belemnites are abundant, 
and the general facies of the fauna is that of the gault.* 'J hey are succeeded 
fay a group of thin bedded unfossiliferous limestones which may belong 
either to the cretaceous period or to the nummulitics by which they are 
overlaid. 


The only locality in Sind where beds of older date than eocene have 
been identified is in a range of hills running due south from the neigh- 
bourhood of Sehwin, and generally known to Europeans as the Lakhi 
range, ^ from the small town of Lakhi near the northern extremity. South- 
west of Amri, on the Indus, a number of very dark coloured hills are 
seen in this range, contrasting strongly with the cliffs of grey and 


^ The only published acoaunt of this bed is in 
the BaK series ix, pp. 245-47, (1875). 

No account of the locality was ever printed 
by the discoverer. Dr. StoUcekia, and bis note 
books contain scarcely any details on this 
particular point. 

* W. Waagen, PaL Indica, series !x, p, 245, 

* A, B. Wynne, Memoirs^ XVII, 242, (1880). 

* W. Waagen, Mimoirs, IX, 342, (1872). 


^ This range has no general name, different 
portions being known by a number of local 
terms. It is one of the ranges which combine 
to form the Hala range of Vicary and othe* 
writers, and the name is the less inappro- 
priate in this case as there is an unimportant 
pass through the chain known as the Haia 
Lak. Different portions of the range are 
known as Tiydn, Kara, Eri, Surjana, etc. 
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whitish nummulitic limestones behind them. These dark hills consist of 
cretaceous beds, but the lowest member of the series is only exposed in 
a single spot, at the base of a hill known as Barrah, lying about ten miles 
south-west of Amri. The whole range here consists of three parallel 
ridges, the outer and inner, composed of tertiary rocks, while the inter- 
mediate one consists of cretaceous beds, faulted against the lower eocene 
strata to the eastward and dipping under them to the westward. Close 
to the fault some compact and hard •whitish limestone is found, the lower 
portion pure; the upper portion, often containing ferruginous concre- 
tions, is sandy, gritty, and forms a passage into the overlying sandstones. 
The base of this limestone is not seen, the whole thickness exposed is a 
little over 300 feet, and the length of the outcrop does not exceed half 
a mile. The limestone is fossiliferous, containing echinoderms and 
mollusca, but it is so hard and homogeneous that nothing obtained from it 
can be easily recognised, except one fragment of a hippurite. This 
fossil is, however, of great importance, because it shows that the white 
limestone may very probably be an eastern representative of the hippuritic 
limestone, so extensively developed in Persia, and found, in numerous 
localities, from Teheran to east of Karman in longitude 58®, just ten 
degrees west of the Lakhi range in Sind.* The precise position of the 
Persian hippuritic limestone in the cretaceous series has not been deter- 
mined, but the European formation, which is very similar and probably 
identical, is of the age of the lower chalk (turonian). 

The sandstones resting on the hippuritic limestone occupy a consider- 
able tract around Barrah hill, and extend for about three miles from north 
to south. They are also seen at Jakhmari to the northward, and in one or 
two other places in the neighbourhood. They are gritty and conglomeratic, 
frequently calcareous, and contain a few bands of shale, usually of a red 
colour. The prevailing colour on the weathered surfaces is daric brown or 
purple, many of the beds being highly ferruginous. On the top of the 
sandstones is a thick bed of dark coloured impure limestone, containing 
oyster shells, and occasionally large bones, apparently reptilian, but none 
have been found snfficiently well preserved for identification. 

In one place a bed of basalt, about 40 feet thick, has been found inter- 
stratified in the sandstones, and it is possible that the band may exist 
elsewhere, but it has hitherto remained undetected. The position of this 
bed of basalt on the face of a hill called Bor, about 13 miles north of 
rvdnfkot, is at an elevation of 300 or 400 feet above the base of the sand- 
stones, and about twice as much beneath the main band of interbedded 
trap, to be described presently. 

These sandstones are overlaid by soft olive shales and sandstones, 


’ W. T. Stanford, Eastern Persia, London, i8;d, II, pp. 457i 485* 
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usually of fine texture. The sandstone beds are thin, and frequently have 
the appearance of containing grains of decomposed basalt or some similar 
volcanic rock, or else fine volcanic ash. A few hard bands occur, and 
occasionally, but rarely, thin la^’ers of dark olive or drab impure lime- 
stone. Gypsum is of common occurrence in the shales. 

The olive shales are highly fossiliferous, the commonest fossil being 
Cardita beaumonti,^ a peculiar, very globose species, truncated posteriorly, 
and most nearly allied to forms found in the lower and middle cretaceous 
beds of Europe (Neocomian and Gault). This shell is extremely abund- 
ant in one bed, about 200 or 250 feet below the top, but is not con- 
fined to this horizon. Nautili also occur, the commonest species close- 
ly resembling N. labechei 
of Messrs. D^Archiac and 
Haime, but differing in the 
position of the siphuncle. 
This form appears undis- 
tinguishable from N, bottchar- 
dianus, found in the upper 
cretaceous Aiiyalur beds of 
Pondicherri and at a lower 
cretaceous horizon in Europe. 
A second Nautilus resembles N, subfleuriausianus (another eocene Sind 
species) in form, and is also allied to some cretaceous types. Several 
Gasteropoda occur, especially forms of Rostellaria^ Cyprsea, Natica^ and 
Turrtiella but none are very characteristic. Two forms of Ostrca are 
common, one of them being allied to the tertiary O flemingi and to the cre- 
taceous O. siiteiiafiaj but distinct from both. The only mollusc which 
certainly passes into the Rinlkot beds is Cof bula harpa. 

In the lower part of the beds with Cardita beaumonti *^ome amphicoelian 
vertebrae were found, which Mr, Lydekker has ascertained to be crocodilian. 
All amphiccelian crocodiles are mesozoic, and the present form must be one 
of the latest known. So far as it is possible to form an opinion from very 
fragmentary materials, the vertebrae in question appear more nearly allied 
to the wealden Suchosaurus than to any other form hitherto described. 
It has, however, been already shown, when writing of the GondvvAna flora, 
that the distribution of Reptilia in past ages was not the same in India as 
in Europe. 

Only the corals and echinoids of the Cardita beaumonti beds have as 
yet been criticically examined, the former by the late Prof. P. M. Duncan, th6 
latter by the same palaeontologist with the assistance of Mr. P. M Sladen. 
The results obtained are nv>t very definite so far as the correlation of 

and Haimc, Description dss | do 1 Inde. Fails, 1853, p. 25'’, pi* xxij 
Auimattx du |^<)upe NutuniuIUique I fig. 14. 
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the beds is concerned. Among the corals the genera Caryophylla^ Smih* 
trochus and Litharosa are cretaceous, but also range into and through the 
tertiary, and the Smilotrochns blanfordi very closely resembles 5 *. incut vus 
of the Italian eocene,^ The echinoids are equally indefinite as regards 
their relations, being neither distinctly cretaceous, nor definitely eocene, 
and the general facies is such as to indicate an age intermediate between 
these two periods.* 

Mention has already been made of one bed of basalt intercalated 
in the sandstones above the hippuritic limestone and a much more import- 
ant band of the same igneous rock has been traced, resting upon the 
Cardita beaumonti beds, throughout a distance of twenty-two miles from 
Rinfkot to Jakhmari, about seventeen miles south of Sehwan, wherever the 
base of the RSnikot group is exposed. The thickness of this hand of trap 
is trifling, and varies from about 40 to about 90 feet. Apparently in some 
places the whole band consists of tw’O lava flows, similar in mineral charac- 
ter except that the upper is somewhat ashy and contains scorlaceous frag- 
ments ; the higher portion of each flow isaniygdaloidal, and contains nodules 
of quartz, chalcedc ny and calcite, and in places the nodules are surrounded 
by green earth, as is so frequently the case with the Deccan traps. 
Another characteristic accessory mineral, common also in the traps of 
the Deccan and Mdlwd, is quartz with trihedral terminations. The basaltic 
trap of the Lakhi hills is apparently of subaerial origin, although it rests 
con^’ormably on the marine (or estuarine} Cardita beaumanti beds. There 
is nothing in the igneous bed to indicate its having consolidated otherwise 
than in the air, and the structure differs altogether from that of subaqueous 
volcanic tuffs. 

The evidence that this band of basaltic rock is interstrati fie d and not 
intrusive is ample ; throughout the whole distance the trap is found in 
precisely the same position, between the lowest beds of the R^nikot and 
the highest of the Cardita beaumonti groups, and apparently perfectly 
conformable to both. The close resemblance in mineral character and 
the similarity of geological position, at the base of the tertiary beds, show 
that this band must in all probability be a thin representative of the great 
Deccan trap formation, and the occurrence of a second bed at a Io\ver 
horizon, interstratified with the passage beds betw’een cretaceous and 
tertiary, tends strongly to confirm the inference drawn from the relations 
of the traps to the cretacecus and tertiary rocks of western India, that 
the great volcanic formation must be classed as intermediate in age be- 
tween those two eras. 

In Baluchistin the section of cretaceous beds is more extensive than 
* Fat. Indica, seilesxiv, I, pt. li. p. 25, (1880). 1 Pol. Indica, series xiv, I, pt, iii, p. 28, (1882). 
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that seen in the one small exposure in lower Sind, and none of the hori- 
zons except the uppermost have been identified in the two regions. 

In the neighbourhood of Quetta and the country to the east of it the 
lowest rock known is a massive limestone of great thickness. The lower 
portion of this, as seen at the head of the Bolan pass and at Sariab, is of 
a pale cream colour, the upper portion is more or less dark grey in 
colour. Fossils are not very abundant, but in places it exhibits sections 
of Hippurites^ Inaceramus and corals on the weathered surface. The 
exact age of this limestone is undetermined, but it is regarded as lower 
cretaceous. 

The massive grey limestone is succeeded by a series of dark grey or 
black shaly beds, often containing an admixture of volcanic ash, overlaid by 
red and green mottled shales and thin bedded limestone, capped by white 
limestone. The thickness of these beds appears to be about i,ooo feet, 
about 200 at the top of which consists the white limestone, but there 
are great variations in thickness of both members, owing partly to the 
manner in which the soft shaly beds have yielded to compression, and 
partly io the removal of the upper beds by denudation previous to the 
deposition of the next succeeding group. Locally the shaly beds of this 
group are abundantly fossiliferous, but except a few fragments of ammo- 
nites the only fossils that have yet been found are belemnites, mostly be- 
longing to the section Dilatati, and including one very broad and flattened 
form ; owing to the abundance of these fossils the group has been referred 
to, in previous publications of the Survey, as the Belemnite beds.^ 

The age of this group is clearly secondary, yet on some sections the 
white limestone at its summit contains numerous specimens of Nummu^ 
Una and AlveoUna^ which are usually regarded as indicative of a tertiary 
age, thus introducing an anomaly which is repeated in the next succeeding 
group. 

According to any local system of classification the next succeeding 
group of strata would be separated from those just described and united to 
the overlying Nummulitic beds, with which it is perfectly conformable, for 
there is a slight but distinct unconformity at the top of the Belemnite 
beds. The unconformity is unaccompanied by any recognisable want 
of parallelism of stratification between the beds below and above it, but is 
marked by a considerable degree of erosion and a complete change of 
fauna, none of the belemnites having been found in the overlying group. 

The Dunghan group as this is called, from a hill of the same name east 
of Spintangi, is an important and interesting one. In the neighbour- 
hood of Humai it is essentially a limestone formation and caps the bare 

* Records, XXV, 19, (1892) 
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hogbacked hills east of the Hurnai route to Quetta. To the south of the road 
which connects the Spintangi railway station with Thai Chotidli, the lower 
beds beco*ne argillaceous, and the argillaceous element more and more 
replaces the calcareous till, in the hills east of Khattan, the group has 
become essentially a shale group in which the calcareous element is quite 
subordinate. A similar change takes place in the hills west of the Bolan 
pass, but the country there has been less fully examined. 

In the hills inhabited by the Mari tribe the lowest beds of the group are 
usually unfossiliferous, grey, green, and purplish shales, overlaid by about 
1,000 feet of grey shales, many beds being so profusely fossiliferous as 
to become impure limestones. Above these shales there is a band of 100 
to 200 feet thick, composed principally of more or less impure sand- 
stones, capped by a limestone composed almost entirely of oysters {£xa- 
gyra ?), but containing also a few Nautili and other fossils. The o>ster bed 
is separated by some 600 feet of beds, on some sections of limestone on 
others grey shale, from a peculiar band of pseudo-breccia regarded as the 
base of the nummulitic series in this district. 

The fauna of this group is a peculiar one ; nummulites are abundant, 
but associated with them are Crioceias^ BacuUtes and Ammonites^ while 
fully half the echinoderms belong to the order Echinoconia^^ and an 
oyster resembling O. cartnaia is not uncommon. Cardita beaumonti was 
not found, but the admixture of characteristically cretaceous forms with an 
abundance of nummulites points to the group being intermediate in age 
between the cretaceous and eocene periods, and consequently equivalent 
to the Cardita beaumoniz of Sind. The suggestion is supported by 
the frequent occurrence of beds of impure volcanic ash, immed*ately above 
the sandstones and oyster bed, and of ash beds and even basaltic trap 
apparently interbedded with the uppermost beds of the Dunghan group in 
the Bclan pass. It is natural to suppose that they represent the same 
horizon as the trap above the Cardita beaumonti in Sind. 

It is not known how far the grouping adopted in the country east of 
Quetta holds good for the rest of Baluchistan, as this country has never 
been geologically examined with any thoroughness. Some particulars 
of observations made on his journeys through BaWchistdn, have been 
recorded by Dr. Cook, in which it appeats to be possible to recognise the 
various rock groups mentioned above- He describes^ the cretaceous 
rocks as consisting of ** more or less compact, fine grained, red and 
white limestone, interleaved with slabs and veins of chert; the lime- 
stone generally containing fine micio&copic specks, and the upper part 
one or two massive strata of an excessively hard limestone abounding 
in OrbitoideSf Orbitolina and Opeiculina^ the lower strata becoming 

* Trtms. Pkys. Soc., Bombayj VI, loi, (i86^). 

W 
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argillaceou*?, slialy and containing (rarel}) ammonites,” These beds are 
underlaid by a dark blue fossiliferous limestone containing 
There is, bo\Ae\er, some uncertainty about the section, for near Kheldt the 
^\hitp lime'-tone appears to underlie the fossiliferous shales. 

There is some indication in this description of the massive limestone, 
belemnite beds, aiid Dunghan group further east, and with one exception 
ihe fossils recorded would accord with the identification. Am 77 ionites^ 
Certiiiie^i Crioceras, and Belemnites have all been found in the eastern 
aiea, and Scaphites might well accompany them, but if the identification 
of OrthocejaSy 'v\hich has been referred to in a previous chapter,* was 
correct, it must belong to an older set of beds than cretaceous, and sug- 
gests that the section is moie extensive and less simple than Dr. Cook’s 
descriptions would indicate. 

In the SuUimin range, west of Dera Gh^i Khin, the cretaceous rocks, 
so far as they are exposed, comprise tn o well marked stages. The lower 
consists of dark grey limestones, occasionally sandy or shaly, passing down- 
wards into dark to bluish grey, often nodular, calcareous shales. The lime- 
stone abounds in indistinct fossils, especially foraminiferae, and in the under- 
1) ing shales a cephalopod belonging to the A 7 nf 7 i 07 tiiidsey Iftocetamus 
two species of Exogyra resembling cretaceous forms have been found.* 

These beds, of which about 1,500 feet are exposed, are overlaid by about 
the same thickness of sandstones, generally white or pale coloured, brown, 
greenish or purplish grey. No fossils have been found in the sandstones, 
and no unconformity has been detected between them and the overly- 
ing beds, while they overlie a bed of pseudo conglomeratic limestone 
exactly resembling that found at the base of the eocene beds of eastern 
Baluchistan. 

Further north, in the neighbourhood of the Takht-i-SuIiiman, the same 
pale sandstone and underlying shales and limestone are found underlaid 
by some hundreds of feet of massive grey limestone, showing sections of 
Jnaceramus and corals on the weathered surface, which exactly resembles 
the massive limestone of the Quetta neighbourhood, and is probably of 
the same age. West of the Suldlm^n range, in the direction of the Zhob 
valley, this massive limestone is underlaid by a great thickness of green 
and grey slaty shales, intercalated with beds of sandstone and a few of 
limestone, from which no fossils have as yet been obtained. 

Before passing on to the cretaceous beds of Afghdnistin, it will be 
interesting to notice that the rocks just described are the source of the 
petroleum of eastern Baluchistdn and of the Suldirndn range. The Balu- 
chistdn petroleum is a thick, black, tarry maltha, traces of which are very 

‘ pw 143. I » Memoirs, XX, 217, (1883). 
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frequently found in the Dunghan group. At Khatttin theu‘ is a natural oil 
spring, wheie the petroleum issucsalong with an abundance of hot sulphur- 
ous water, and for seven years past an attempt to work this oil for prolit 
lias been in progress, but the quantity obtained has not been suffici* nt to 
prove remunerati\e. It has been supposed that the greater abundance cf 
the oil was in some way connected with the unusual profusicn of organic 
zemains in the Dunghan group at this local.ty, but the connection is by no 
nitans clear, A precisely’ similar oil is found in the Bolan pass near Kirta, 
and in the Robdar valley, south ot Bfbi Ndnl, it issues from the limestones 
below the Belemnite beds, that is to say, from rocks inucli older than the 
Dunghan group. No rocks older than this limestone are exposed in the 
Bolan pass, and it is impossible to say whether there are any profusely 
fossiliferous beds underground, analogous to those of the Dunghan group 
at Khattan, but the w idespread presence of traces of a similar oil, even 
where fossils are rare, appears to indicate that the concentration of the oil 
at Khattan, Kirta, and the other localities, has no connection with the 
greater or less profusion of organic remains at those spots. 

In the country round Kandahar,^ and between it and the Khwlja Anifin 
range, the cretaceous system is represented by a great thickness of hard 
grey Hmestone, usually unfossiliferous but locally containing an abundance 
of Hippufiies^ corals, etc. Near Kandahar this hmestone is underlaid by 
a series of beds showing the following sections in descending order : — 

3. A shaly sandstone, made up more or less of trappean material. 

2. Bright green and intensely red shales with tiiin sandstone bands of trappean 
substance. 

I, Coarse and thick conglomerate, almost entirely made up of pebbles of trap and 
<%nien£ed by a trappean, tliough calcareous matrix. 

The description of these beds agrees well with certain beds seen near 
Kach and Hamadun on the Huriiai route to Quetta, which were formerly 
regarded as cretaceous. More recent examination has shown, how'ever, 
that they are nummulitic and consequently cannot be representative of the 
Kandahar beds, unless one of the sections has been misinterpreted.® 

Associated with the cretaceous limestone there are intrusive rocks, 
both basic and acid, and bedded traps. The latter are basaltic in character 
and overlie the limestone ; very few details have been recorded, but one of 
the original foci of eruption was supposed to have been recognised about 
four miles west of Kandahar.® These bedded traps are newer than the 
trappoid conglomerates described above, which occur below the limestone* 
The intrusive basic rocks are said to be lithologically similar to the 
bedded ones, but they have undergone a serpentinous change, and contain 

' C. L. Griesbach, XVHI, 42 i ^ R. D. Oldbam, MS. report, (1891). 

(i88i). 1 » JftpfnwVs, XVHI,52, (i€80- 
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veins and lumps of bright green and yelloiMsh chrysotile where in contact 
with the limestone. The intrusions are numerous and vary in size down 
to mere ^\a{er like strings. 

'Ihe acid intrusive rocks are varieties of quartzsyenite, sometimes 
porphyritic in the hills crossed by the Maivvand pass west of Kandahar, which 
occur in veins and dvkts varying from several hundreds of feet to quarter 
of an inch in thickness. In the larger syenitic masses numerous veins of 
a poiphyritic rock with crystals of pink orthoclase imbedded in a fine 
grained "felsitic matrix are found. Similar syenitic intrusions were ob- 
served at Dabrai and on the w’estern side of the Khw^ja-Amrin pass. 
The S}enitic intrusions are of somewhat older date than the basaltic, 
as the former are penetrated by dykes of the latter. 


In Afgh^n-Turkistdn the cretaceous system is well developed, and covers 
a large area of ground in which the older rocks only appear as inliers here 
and there. The lower cretaceous beds, consisting of about 800 feet of 
sandstones and shales with earthy limestones at the top, are said to be 
conformably underlaid by the led neocomian grits ^ at the top of the 
plant bearing series. The upper cretaceous is formed by about 1,800 to 
2,000 feet, thickening to 4,000 in the sections near Balkh, of white thick 
bedded limestone with occasional sandstone bands. No defined subdivi- 
sions were recognised, but the limestones may be divided into three zones®:— 

3. Chalk with flints. 

2. Concietionary earthy white or brownish white limestones, occasionally dolomitic. 

I, Hard white splintery limestones. 


In the north west Himalayas the cretaceous system, apart from the 
possibly cretaceous Giumal sandstones, is represented by a few small 
patches left on the tops of some of the hills in Spiti. They were named 
the Chikkim series by Dr. Stoliezka, who described it as consisting of a 
maximum thickness of about 500 feet of bluish or greyish white limestone, 
weathering white, with occasional earthy bituminous bands, overlaid by 
about 300 feet of grey or darkish unfossiliferous marly shale. The lime- 
stone yielded several fragments of Rudistes and numerous Foraminiferss} 
Precisely similar limestones were observed further east by Mr. Griesbach 
in Hundes. They exhibit no features calling for special notice,, and the 
fossils collected have not yet been described. 

T.O the north hippuiitic limestone has been observed in the Lokhzung 
range, north of the Lintzihang plain,* and at Sanju, on the road from 


^ p. 196, 

* C. L. Griesbach, XIX, 253, 

(1886). 


» F. Stoliezka, Memoirs^ V, 11 5 , (1865). 
♦Drew- Jummoo and Kashmir Territo- 
ries, London, 1875, p. 343. 
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Leh to Yarkand, Dr. Stolicrka recorded the presence of coarse grey 
calcareous sandstones and chloritic marls, some beds being almost entirely 
composed of the middle cretaceous Gryph^a vesiculosa^ 

The occurrence of cretaceous beds on the shores of the Namcho lake, 
about 75 miles north of Lhasa, is proved by specimens of Omphalia 
which were brought from that locality by one of the native explorers of 
the Trigonometrical Survey in 1876.® 


In the Assam range the cretaceous rocks occur both on the plateau, 
where they He nearly horizontal, and along the southern edge, where 
they are bent down to a steep dip in a monoclinal flexure. They thin 
out in a marked manner to the northward on the section south of Shillong, 
having a thickness of about 600 feet at the edge of the scarp, while 
ten miles further north, near Surarim, there is only about 100 feet. 
Still further north there are some small outliers which lie in hollo w^s on the 
surface of the Shillong quartzites marking the position of pre-cretaceous 
valleys. 

It is in these little primitive basins on the plateau that the cretaceous 
coal is fojnd, one of them, a tiny coal basin at MSobehlarkir between 
Surarim and Mauphlong, having for years supplied the station of Shillong. 
The mineral itself has a persistent character throughout the whole cretaceous 
area. It is remarkable as being less of a true coal than is that of the over- 
lying nummulitic group; the texture is compact and splintery, with a 
smooth conchoidal pasture, and the coal gives a dull wooden sound when 
struck. It has the additional peculiarity of containing numerous specks and 
small nests of fossil resin. 

The most persistent member of the cretaceous series is known as 
the Cherra sandstone, about 200 feet of coarsish hard rock, unfossiliferous 
except for some vague stem-like vegetable impressions, which comformabiy 
underlies the nummulitic limestones. The next most constant member 
is the basal conglomerate, whose larger components are almost all derived 
from the neighbouring Shillong quartzites, and are generally subangular. 
Varying in thicknes from 20 to 100 feet, it everywhere forms the base 
of the series, but whether it represents a definite geological horizon is 
doubtful. 

In the Maobehlarkir coal basin the basal conglomerate and the Cherra 
sandstone are in contact, but at the south scarp of the plateau they are 
separated by glauconitic sandstones, overlaid by a pale fine grained sand- 
stone, often containing broken plant remains, and in places marine fo^stls. 


^ F« Stoliczka, Quart, your. Ctol. Soe.y 
XXX, S72, (1874) ; li^ordSi VII, SO, (1874) ; 
Scientific Results of the Second Yarkand 


Mission, Geology, p- 32 , (1878), 
* RfCordSt X, 21, 
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These beds, about 400 fe<*t in thickness, thin out to the northward by an 
erii,dnal limit of deposition, and it has been noticed ^ that the matrix ol the 
basal conglomerate, at the ditterent levels, partakes of the nature of the 
corresponding horizon below Cherra, and on all the sections there is more 
or less of a transition, by interstratification, between it and the particular bed 
which happens to overlie it. The only point tending to cast a doubt on its 
being a marginal form of the successive sandstone beds is the frequent 
occurrence of carbonaceous matter in the rock immediately above, but 
this is not conclusive. 

Where the beds bend over, and are exposed with a high dip In the 
low ground south of '1 haria, the basal conglomerate is represented by a 
coarse felspathic ochrey sandstone, while the overlying beds, having a 
thickness of about 1,200 feet, consist of pale grey shales, locally nodular, 
calcareous or ferruginous, with some thin layers of earthy limestone or 
sandstone. Tlie whole serie.s, besides being thicker than that exposed on 
the plateau north of the uniclinal axis. Is earthy in character, instead of 
sandy, implying a greater distance from the margin of the sea. 

The marine fossils of the cretaceous rocks of the Khdsi hills have 
already been mentioned,* and need not be further referred to here. No 
fossils have as yet been found west of the Khisi hills. 

In the Giro hills the cretaceous attains a considerable development 
as an arenaceous series, containing important coal seams in places. The 
sandstones of the plateau are horizontal and rest on a more deeply eroded 
and irregular surface than those of the Khisi hills. At the western end 
of the range the sandstones lap round the end of the Turi gneissic ridge, 
and the original relations of the rocks are nowhere better seen than 
here. The spur on which the station of Turi stands, some 2,000 feet 
below the crest of the ridge has a midrib of gneiss, with sandstone on both 
sides, through which tlie streams have again excavated their channels. 
There is but little disturbance in this locality, and it is plain that the 
ridge must have stood as it does now when these sandstones were laid 
down. 

Ea*%t of the Kh^si hills, throughout the south-east portion of the 
Jaintia hills from the neighbourhood of Jowai eastwards, cretaceous rocks 
are found at the surface, horizontal or nearly so, and to the eastwards pass 
conformably beneath the tertiaries near the Kapili (Kopili) river. Beyond 
this we have only isolated observations j the thin bedded sandstones at the 
falls of the Kapili are believed to be cretaceous, and typical cretaceous 
coal is associated with sandstone and some bard sandy limestone resting 
flatly on the gneiss in tlie Ndmbar and Ooigrung valleys, near Golighit, 

» H. B. MedlScott, Vll, tyj, (f 8^). | » Supra, p, S47. 
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The existence of crutaceoiis beds in the Arafcan Yoma is only shown 
l)y the discovery of one species of mollusc in a single locality near Ma-f 
in the northern part of the Sandoway district of Arakan. Tlic spec its 
found, Ammonites inflatus^ is a characteristic Cenomanian cephalop<'d. 
common in the Utator beds of Southern India. The only specimen 
obtained was picked up in the bed of a stream, and had evidently been 
derived from some shales in the neighbourhood. No other specimens 
nor other fossil of any kind could, however, be found. 

What may be the extent of the cretaceous beds, and which strata should 
be referred to this group, are matters on which but little trustworthy in- 
formation has been obtained. Mr. Theobald was disposed to consider that 
a peculiar, compact, light cream coloured, argillaceous limestone, resem- 
bling indurated chalk, sometimes speckled from containing sublenticular 
crystalline particles, belongs to the cretaceous system. This limestone 
has been traced at intervals from near Ma-i, about thirty miles nortli 
of longup (Toungoop), to the neighbourhood of Sandoway, whilst some- 
what similar limestone, though not so characteristic, may be traced to 
Keantali, some thirty miles farther south. The same limestone is found in 
the western part of Ramri Island. Another peculiar formation isagrejish 
rather earthy sandstone, with a pisolitic structure in places, due to the 
presence of small globular concretions of carbonate of lime and iron. The 
concretions decompose and leave small holes, which impart to the earthy 
sandstone the aspect of an amygdaloidal trap. like the limestone, this 
peculiar sandstone is traced from Ma-f to near Keantali, a distance of 94 
miles, and if, as appears probable, these beds are really cretaceous, for 
both are closely associated with the shale from which the ammonite had 
apparently been derived, the rocks of this formation may be considered as 
extending at least the distance mentioned. The strata ascribed to the 
cretaceous group are less hardened ard metamorphosed than the other 
rocks of the Arakan Yoma ; they are of great thickness, and may include 
all the beds of the main range of the Yoma, as far south as Keantali. No 
rocks which can be referred to the Ma-f group have been detected east ot 
the main Arakan range in Pegu. To the northward their range is 
unknown, but a limestone resembling that of the Ma-f group was seen in 
the hills east of Manipur.^ 


Apart from those just mentioned no rocks of cretaceous age are known 
to exist in Burma, though there is a probability that they may be reprc' 
sented in Tenasserim. On the Lenya river,* in the extreme south of the 
province, a bed of coal occurs, of very laminated structure and containing 
numerous small nodules of a resinous mineral, like amber. This peculiar 

XIX, 233, (iBSs) ; SuOra p. 148. I * T. Oldham, Sffl GwA /W., X, 4S, (1856). 
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association of mineral resin is characteristic of the cietaceous coals in the 
Assam hills, and it is pos-^ible that the Tenasserim mineral is of the same age.^ 
At the same time no palaeontological evidence has been discovered, the rocks 
associated with the coal are soft clays and sands, having a more recent 
appearance than those accompanying the other coal seams of the Tenas* 
serim province, and these other coal seams are, it is believed, not older 
than eocene. The coal occurs in an irregularly developed bed, varying 
from 1 to 5 feet, or rather more, in thickness, with thin layers of fine 
jetty coal between bands of haid black shale, and rests on clay with 
vegetable remains, and patches of jet coal. Thin coal laminae are also 
found in the associated strata. 

Below the rocks immediately associated with the coal are fine, whitish 
earthy sandstones and indurated clay, passing into marl, with some con- 
glomerates. Above the coal is a series of soft muddy sandstones, marls, 
conglomerates and a few seams of carbonaceous matter. The whole may 
be 600 feet thick. The dip is considerable, about 35®, and the rocks 
have undergone disturbance and faulting. Nothing has been ascertained 
as to the relations of the coal bearing beds to other formations, indeed 
all that is known of the Lenya river coal is the result of a hurried visit 
to a locality very difficult of access. 


^ Mr. Bose (MS Report, 1892) regards these 
beds as belonging to the Maalmftm series, of 
Palaeozoic age ; the country is, however, singU’* 


larly 111 adapted to geological investigation 
and the examination was necessarily incom* 
plete. 



CHAPTER XIIL 


TERTIARY DEPOSITS. 


{Excluding those of the Himalayas^ 

Quilon and Ratnagiri-^Surat^Smd and Ba^dchibtdn--Cutch and KAthiiwar — ^Afglianiatdn— 

Kohdt'^As94m — Burma. 

No tertiary beds are ktioivn in the Indian Peninsula except in the im- 
mediate neighbourhood of the coast^ and if we exclude certain unfosbiliferous 
sandstones^ r.ow’* regarded as subrecent though possibly of upper tertiary 
age, they are confined to a few small exposures on the west coast, the 
most southerly of which is near Quilon, in Travancore. 

The earliest, and practically still the only, information published on 
the occurrence of tertiary beds in Travancore is comprised in some 
notes supplied by General Cullen to Dr. Carter, and published by the latter 
in his ‘ Summary of the Geology of Indla/^ Beneath the laterite of the 
neighbourhood of Quilon, at a depth of about 40 feet from the surface, 
grey fossiliferou^ limestone (or dolomite according to General Cullen) 
is found, partly compact and partly loose and rubbly. This limestone 
is exposed beneath a laterite cliff near the coast, four or five miles north- 
east of Quilon, and the same rock has been found in the neighbourhood of 
the town at a depth of about 40 feet in numerous wells, many of which 
were sunk or deepened by General Cullen for the purpose of ascertaining 
the piesence of the limestone. Further south, near Warkalli, twelve to 
fourteen miles south of Quilon, the cliffs on the coast expose, beneath the 
laterite, beds of brightly coloured sand and clays with bands of lignite, 
abounding in fossil resin and iron pyrites, both in lumps of considerable 
size. The sandy beds overlie the lignites and clays. 

The limestone contains marine shells in abundance, amongst which 
Dr. Carter recognised Strombus foriisi^ Cassis sculpta^ Voluta jugosa^ 
Ranella bufo^ Conus catenulaius. Conus marginatus^ and Cerithium rude^ 


* Jour. Bo. Br* Roy. As. Soo.f V, 301, (1657) ; 
and Geological Papers on Western India, Bom- 
bay, x857,pp. 740 and 743, footnote, This foot- 
note is an addition to the original sammary. 
Hie very small outcrop was not found during 


the geological examination of the Cochin 
neighbonrhood. The locality had been incor- 
rectly defined in the first instance, but its 
existence was subsequently verified by Mr. 
Logan , Records^ XVll, 9, 
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besides species of several other genera resembling forms found in the 
lertinry beds of Sind and Cutch. A species of Orbitolites (?) was 
described by Dr. Carter as O, malabarica. All the mollusca identified 
belong to species occurring also in Cutch and Sind, and, so far as is 
known, in beds of later date than the nummulitic limestone. No plants 
appear to have been collected from the lignite beds. 

Another deposit of obscure date and origin has been found beneath 
laterite at Ratndgiri (Rutnagherry) on the western coast.' White or 
blue clays with thin carbonaceous seams are found in various quarry and 
well sections near the town beneath a considerable thickness of laterite. 
35 feet in one case. Some of the clay is said to be sandy or gravelly. 
Above the deposit is a layer of hard ironstone, about an inch thick, but 
said sometimes to be thicker. As in Travancore, fruits and leaves are 
found in the clay and lignite, together with mineral resin and pyrites. 
No specimens of the organisms found appear to have been collected. The 
beds are only a few feet thick, 27 in one section measured by Dr. de 
Crespigny, and rest unconformably upon Deccan trap. 

"Fhere is but little evidence to connect this deposit with the Travancore 
beds, but, owing to some similarity of mineral character, the presence 
of lignite in both, and the circumstance that both underlie laterite, they 
have been classed together. 


The tertiary rocks in Surat and Broach^ are almost confined to two 
tracts of country, separated from each other by the alluvium of the river 
Kim, a small stream running to the sea from the Rajpipla trap area. The 
southern tract is the smaller, extending about ten miles north from the Tdpti 
river and being about fifteen miles broad from east to west ; the other 
area, between the Kim and Narbadd, extends about thirty miles from 
north-east to south-west, and is about twelve miles across where widest. In 
both the few good exposures of rock which occur are to the eastward. 

At the base of the tertiary formations, north-east of Surat, are thick 
beds of ferruginous clay, assuming, where exposed, the characteristic brown 
crust and pseudo-scoriaceous character of laterite, from which they differ 
in no respect. These beds at first sight appear to be of volcanic origin, 
an idea which is strengthened by the neighbourhood of the traps on which 
they rest, but close examination has shown that they are really sediment- 
ary deposits, although composed, in all probability, of materials derived 
from the disintegration and denudation of the trap. With them are inter- 
stratified beds of gravel or conglomerate, containing agate pebbles derived 

* C«tter, yown A?. Ar, Roy, As, V, 626, 

Ci$57j \ Geological Papers on Western India, 

®«»bay, P* 7^3, footnote; C. J, Wilkin- 


son, Records^ IV, 44, (1871). 

“ For a fuller description, see Memoirs^ VI, 
223-27 and 356-73* 
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from the traps and limestone, sometimes nearly pure, but more frequently 
sandy, argillaceous, or ferruginous, and abounding in nummulites and other 
fossils. The thickness of the whole can only be roughly estimated at 
between 500 and 1,000 feet. 

These beds are well seen on the banks of the Tdpti below Bodhdn, a 
Nillage eighteen miles east by north from Surat. They extend thence 
to the northward through Tarkesar to the Kim alluvium, and again north 
of the Kim to the neighbourhood of a village called Wigalkhor, about 
twenty-four miles north-north-east of Bodhin, and seventeen east by south 
of Broach. North of this they appear to be overlapped by higher beds. 

The nummuHtic limestones and their associates are distinctly uncon- 
formable to the underlying traps, and rest upon the denuded edges of the 
latter. Amongst the fossils found in the lower tertiary beds are Nummu^ 
Hies ramondt^ N. obtusa^ N. exponens (or N, granulosa) j Orbiioides dts~ 
pansa and some other species which are common in the Kirthar beds 
of Sind, together with Ostrea fiemingi^ Rostellaria prestwichi, and 
Natica longispira^ which are particularly characteristic of the Rinikot 
group, and Vulsella legumui found in both. Some other fossils have been 
identified with species found at a higher horizon, but the identification 
appears doubtful. The nummulitic beds of Surat and Broach may safely be 
classed as eocene. 

Above the limestones and lateritic beds there is found a great thickness 
of gravel, sometimes cemented into conglomerate, together with sandy clay 
and ferruginous sandstone, often calcareous. These higher beds are poorly 
exposed in the Tipti and Kim rivers, but they are well seen in the stream 
which runs past Ratanpur, east of Broach. Here they consist chiefly of 
sandstone, gravel, and conglomerate, with occasionalbeds of red and white 
clay and shales. The pebbles in the gravels and conglomerates consist 
chiefly of agates and quartzose minerals derived from the trap, and 
from some of these beds near Ratanpur, east of Broach, the agates and 
carnelians are obtained which have from time immemorial supplied the 
lapidaries of Cambay. At the base of the tertiary beds in this direc- 
tion is a coarse conglomerate composed of large rolled fragments of basalt, 
but it is uncertain whether this bed belongs to the upper tertiary group 
or to the lower tertiaries, as it is not quite clear, owing to the few sections 
exposed, whether the lower eocene beds are completely overlapped 
to the northward, or merely represented by unfossiliferous beds of a 
different mineral character. Like the underhing beds, the higher tertiary 
strata have a steady dip to the westward, and the thickness of the whole 
tertiary series exposed near Ratanpur appears to he between 4,000 and 
5,000 feet, but this estimate is based on a very imperfect exposure of the 
rocks. Of course, if, as appears possible, the lower beds are overlapped, the 
W'hole of this thickness consists of the upper members of the series. 
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No nummulites are found in these upper tertiary beds, and the few* 
fossils discovered in them appear to differ from those in the nummulitic 
limestones below. The commonest organic remains are valves of Balani^ 
which are also abundant in the G4j (miocene) rocks of Sind. The abund- 
ance of Balani and the absence of Nummulites together form strong 
reasons for believing that the upper beds of Surat and Broach are of 
later date than eocene. 

It is far from certain whether any pliocene beds are found in eastern 
GujarSt. They occur in Kdthiawdr and on Perim Island in the Gulf of 
Cambay, and further search may detect them in Surat and Broach. 


Tertiary deposits are found in the debateable ground west of the 
ArAvallis which belongs structurally to the peninsular and stratigraphically 
to the extra-peninsular area, and in the extra-peninsular area they attain 
an immense development, both as regards their thickness and the area 
they cover. Taken as a whole, and ignoring local breaks in the continuity 
of deposition, they form a great system of deposits whose lower portion is a 
marine formation while the upper consists of fresh water subaerial deposits. 
The distinction is not absolute, nor can the line of demarcation between 
the two types be everywhere drawn on the same horizon, yet the distinc- 
tion is a real and important one. Everywhere, from Sind on the one hand 
to Burma on the other, the eocene deposits are marine and the pliocene 
fresh water or subaerial, with the possible exception of the pliocene beds 
of the Irawadi valley, and wherever there is’ a continuous succession of 
deposits, there is a gradual transition from the one type to the other. 

It will be well to commence the general description of the extra-penin- 
sular tertiaries with those of Sind, as, owing to the completeness of the 
section there and the abundance and excellent preservation of the fossils 
of the various horizons, it may well be regarded as a type area for the rest 
of India. At the same time the tertiaries of those adjoining areas will be 
noticed where the Sind rock groups have been recognised wdth some degree 
of certainty, those of Cutch and Kdthidwar, where they are less distinctly 
represented, being taken separately. After noticing the tertiaries of 
Afghdnistin and the western frontier, those of Assam, and finally Burma, 
will be described, tl»e consideration of the Himalayan tertiaries being 
more conveniently postponed to the following chapter. 

The great series of tertiary deposits of Sind has been divided into the 
following groups or subdivisions, whose approximate correlation with the 
European sequence is given— 

Manchhar, 8,000—10,000 ft. • * Vppsr mioeene to pUocent. 

Gi), 100—1,500 ft. . . , }fiocom* 
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Nari, 500- 6,000 ft, • . • Upper to looser miocatc* 

Kirtar, 0,000—9,000 ft. . . , Eocene. 

Rdnfkot, 2,000 ft. • • • Lower eocene. 

The lowest group of the Sind tertiaries, which lies with perfect con- 
formity on the Cardita bcaumonti beds described in the last chapter, 
derives its name from a hill fortress of Sind Amirs, situated in the Lakhi 
range o( hills, know*n as Ranikot and also as Mohan- kot, from the Mohan 
stream, which traverses the fortification.^ The R^n^kot group is much more 
extensively developed in Sind than the underijing cretaceous beds, for 
although it is confined to lower Sind, and although its base is only seen 
in the Lakhi range, north of Rdnikot, its upper strata occupy a consider- 
able tract of country. 

All the lower portion of the Ranikot group, including by far the 
greater portion of the beds, consists of soft sandstones, shales and clays, 
often richly coloured and variegated with brown and red tints. Gypsum 
is of frequent occurrence. Some of the shales are highly carbonaceous 
and occasionally sufficiently pyritous to be used in the manufacture of alum. 
In one instance a bed of coal (or lignite), nearly six feet thick, was found, 
and a considerable quantity of the mineral extracted.* The quality was 
poor, the coal decomposed rapidly and w^as liable to spontaneous com- 
bustion owing to the quantity of iron pyrites present, w'hilst the deposit 
w'as found to be a small patch, not extending more than about 100 yards 
in any direction. The only fossils found in the lower portion of the 
Rdnfkot group, with the exception of a few fragments of bone, have been 
plants, some dicotyledonous leaves, hitherto not identified, being the most 
important. All the Ranikot beds, except towards the top of the group, 
have the appearance of being of fresh water, and are probably of 
fiuviatile origin. 

A variable portion of the group, however, towards the top, consists 
of highly fossiliferous limestones, often light or dark brown in colour 
interstratified wdth sandstones, shales, clays, and ferruginous bands. These 
are the lowest beds in Sind containing a distinctly tertiary marine fauna. 
The brown limestones are w'ell developed around Lynyan, east of Band 
Vero and north-west of Kotri, and throughout the area of Rdnfkot beds 
near Jerruck and Tatta In this part of the country there appears to be a 
complete passage upwards into the overlying nummulitic limestone (Kir- 
thar), but in the Lakhi range the upper marine beds of the Rinikot group 
are poorly represented or wanting, and it is evident that they were removed 
by denudation before the deposition of the Kirthar limestone^ for the 
latter is seen at Hothian pass resting upon their denuded edges. 

The greatest thickness of the RAnfkot group in the Lakhi range, where 
alone the base of the group is visible, is about 2,000 feet, but generally 

» Memoifs^ XVII, 37, (jS?©). I * Memotre, VI, 13, (1869). 
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the amount is rather less, about 1,500. It must, however, be recollected 
that in this locality some of the upper marine beds are wanting, 
and as these marine limestones and their intercalated shales, sand- 
stones, etc., are 700 or 800 feet thick in places north-west of Kotri, it is 
e\ident that the original development of the group exceeded the 
2,000 feet seen in the Lakhi range. 

The fossils of the Rinikot group ^ indicate a lower eocene age, though 
cretaceous affinities are not wanting. The Nautili are all connected with 
cretaceous, rather than tertiary, types, a Tei^ebraiuia is undistinguishable 
from T, sub rotunda^ one of the commonest upper mesozoic types. On the 
other hand, the presence of nummulites, and the general aspect of the 
raollusca, indicate a lower eocene age. The only fossils which have been 
critically examined are the corals and echinoderms. In neither case is the 
result decisi\e, but the corals comprise, out of a total of 50 species, 7 
species identical with European eocene species and 5 closely allied to 
forms found on that horizon or in slightly newer rocks. 


In the Mari hills of eastern BaldchistAn the base of the strata regarded 
as nummulitic is marked throughout by a peculiar pseudo-conglomerate 
which has also been recognised in the Gaj river in Sind on the one hand 
and in the southern portion of the Suldimin range on the other. It has 
the appearance of being composed of subangular fragments of dark grey 
limestone, imbedded in a limestone matrix of paler colour, both matrix 
and pebbles containing numerous small nummulites, though no diiference 
can be traced between the forms found in the two portions of the rock. 
The resemblance of this rock to a true conglomerate is especially striking 
in the sections near Khattan, but the similarity of the fossils found in the 
apparent, pebbles and in the matrix, the comparative uniformity in 
thickness of this band, which lies among fine grained shales, the absence 
of any known rock from which the pebbles could be derived, and the 
presence of every gradation from the most conglomerate like form to a 
merely mottled limestone, all point to the structure being in some way ot 
concretionary origin.^ 

Above the pseudo-conglomerate, which has been accepted as the base oE 
the tertianes, there comes a great thickness of green and grey shales with 
interbedded impure sandstones which are, as regards both their litho- 
logy and stratigraphical position, the equivalent of the Rdnfkot group in 
Sind, but owing to the fossils not having been examined and the homo- 
taxis verified, they have as yet been provisionally described as the Ghdzij 
group.® Along the outcrop of this group, from Mach in the Bolan pass to 


* A detaite i list will be found in Memoir^ 
XVn, The corals and echinoderms 

are described in PoL /wdiVa, series aiv, I, 
jpts. 2 and 3^ (l 83 o- 36 ). 


* W. T. Blanford, Metnohs^ XX, 149, (1883) ; 
R. D. Oldham, Records, XXIII, 94 (1890). 
^Records, XXIII, 93, (1890). 
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Hurnai, coal seams are found near top, which attain a maximum thickness 
of about three feet and ha\c proved of great economic importance in a 
country where fuel is so scarce. The distribution of the coal seams is 
peculiar. Resides the localities mentioned, coal has been found north of 
the Thai Chotiali plain and in the Luni Pathdn country to the east, in 
every case close to the western limit of the known exposures of this group, 
while to the eastwards the group ceases to be coal bearing. As the coal 
seams w'ere doubtless formed in marshes near the margin of the sea, and 
as the only rocks known w’estwards of the present limit of the group are 
either older or very much newer, it would seem that the original western 
limit of deposition cannot have been far removed from the present limit 
of outcrop, at any rate* in the country east of Quetta. 

Further north, in the Suliim^n range, very similar shales are found 
immediately overlying the upper cretaceous sandstone, but they differ from 
what is seen in the southern sections in the prevalence of a red colour 
throughout the greater portion of the thickness of the shales. 

In both these areas the relation of the lowest tertiary to the underlying 
beds is one of perfect conformity, and they form part of a continuous 
system of deposits with the upper cretaceous beds, as has been mentioned 
in the last chapter. 

The R^nfkot group in Sind is overlaid by the Kirthar group, so called 
from the frontier range of bills of that name. Though inferior in thick- 
ness to several other subdivisions of the tertiary series in Sind, this group 
comprises by far the most conspicuous rock, the massive nummulitic lime- 
stone which forms all the higher ranges in Sind. It forms the cre£>t of the 
Kirthar range throughout, and all the higher portions of the Lakhi range, 
of the Bhit range south-west of Manchhar lake, and of several smaller 
ridges, and consists of a mass of limestone, varying in thickness from a 
few hundred feet in lower Sind to about 1,000 or 1,200 at the Gaj river, 
and probably 2,000, or even 3,000, farther north- The colour is usually pale, 
either white or grey, sometimes, but less frequently, dark grey, the texture 
varying from hard, close, and homogeneous, breaking with a conchoidal 
fracture, to soft, coarse and open- Ordinarily the nummulitic limestone 
is tolerably compact but not crystalline, and chiefly composed of Fora^ 
minifera^ especially wrhole or fragmentary Nummulites ; corals, echino- 
derms, and molluscs also abound, but the two latter very frequently only 
weather out as casts* 

Throughout northern Sind, except near Rohri, no beds are seen be- 
neath the Kirthar limestone. The remarkable range of low hilts, surround- 
ed by Indus alluvium, and extending for more than forty miles south from 
Rohri, consists of nummulitic limestone, having a low dip to the westward, 
and a considerable thickness of pale green gypseous clays, with a few bands 
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of impure dark limestone and calcareous shale, is exposed benerth the lime- 
stone forming the eastern scarp of the hills, on the edge of the alluvial 
plain. No Foraminifera have been found in these beds, although Num- 
muliies abound in the limestone immediately overlying. Several species of 
mollusca occur, but none are characteristic, and it is far from clear whether 
the green clajs and their associates are merely thick bands intercalated in 
the limestone, or whether they belong to a lower group. Probably these 
argillaceous beds of the Rohri hills represent some of the marls, shales 
and clays farming the lower portion of the upper Kirthar group on the 
Gaj river. 

In some places west of Kotri a band of argillaceous and ferruginous 
rock is found close to the base of the Kirthar group. It is mainly composed 
of brown haematite, weathers into laterite and appears to be found over a 
considerable area near Kotri and Jerruck. 

It has already been mentioned that the Kirthar limestone rests uncon- 
formably on the Rdnikot group in the Lakhi range. The Kirthar group 
here cannot be much more than 500 or 600 feet thick, and consists en- 
tirely of limestone. To the south-east, towards Kotri and Tatta, there is 
no unconformity between the Rdnfkot and Kirthar groups; on the 
contrary there is an almost complete passage between the two, and the 
limestone of the latter becomes much split up and intercalated with shales 
and sandy beds. This is even more the case further to the south-east in 
Cutch, where the whole group consists of comparatively thin beds of 
limestone, interstratified with shales. To the south-west the massive 
limestone dies out altogether, and although it is well developed in the 
southernmost extremity of the Kirthar range near Karchat, about 50 
miles south of Sehw^n, it disappears entirely within a distance of 
12 or 14 miles, and is entirely replaced by shaly limestones, shales, 
and thick beds of sandstone in the ranges on the Hab river. Some 
rather massive beds of nummuliferous dark grey limestone, very 
different in character from the pale coloured Kirthar limestone, are 
found west of the Hab, but their precise position in the scries is not 
known, and the rocks appearing from beneath the Nari group, in the 
place of the Kirthar limestone, consist of shales and sandstones, with 
some calcareous bands abounding in num muliies, and closely re- 
sembling, both in character and in the species of FoTaminifetd they 
contain, the nummulitic shales beneath the massive limestone on the 
Gaj river. 

The most characteristic fossils of the Kirthar group are Nummulites and 
Alveohna^ the extraordinary abundance of individuals rendering it usually 
easy to recognise even small fragments of the rock by the organisms 
preserved in it.^ Many of the species, and especially the Foraminifera^ 
are characteristically eocene, and there can be no question that the 
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nummulitic limestone of India is a continuation of the same formati*»n 
in Europe. Se\eral species pass from the Rdnikot beds into the Kirthar 
group ; indeed, the palaeontological differences between the two apjx^ar 
to be principally due to a change of conditions from the shallow muddy 
water of the R^nfkot to the deeper clear sea of the Kirthar beds. 

The result of Messrs. Duncan and Sladen’s examination of the 
echinoderms does not altogether bear out the conclusions regarding the 
relation between the Kirthar and Rinikot groups expressed above. They 
found no less than 63 out of 70 species being peculiar to the group, and 
the horizon of the remaining 7, which are supposed to have been obtained 
from the Rlnikot group, is very doubtful.^ Caution is, however, neces- 
sary in applying the palaeontological results obtained from a single order 
of animals, and the conclusions based on the general palaeontology and 
stratigraphy of the two groups may be accepted in spite of this apparent 
contradiction. 

In eastern Baluchistdn the Kirthar limestone appears to be largely de- 
veloped in the Mari hills and south of the Bolan pass, having been 
given the local name of Spintangi in this region. Between Hurnai and 
Quetta it has been very much reduced in thickness by denudation previous 
to the deposition of the Siw^Hks, The relation of the Kirthar, or Spin- 
tangi, limestone to the underl} ing shales is one of perfect conformity by 
interstratification, and there is reason to believe that to a certain extent 
the Spintangi and Ghizij, or Kirthar and Rinikot, groups merely represent 
different conditions of deposition and are partly of contemporaneous origin. 

The Spintangi limestone has frequently a nodular structure that makes 
it weather into an aggregate of rounded lumps, easily mistaken fora conglo- 
merate ; so much so that three practised geologists have each recorded the 
fact that, after crossing the boundary of the Siwdiik conglomerate in the 
Bolan pass, they walked for some distance over the nummulitic limestone 
before discovering the change. 

Another peculiarity of the group in the Mari hills is the occurrence of 
thick beds of gypsum, interstratified with the clear limestones and green 
shales. The thickness of these beds in the country east of Khattan is 
very considerable, one bed of 50 feet thick, besides four others aggre- 
gating 33, having been seen near Mamand.* Whether they were originally 
deposited as gypsum, or are due to the subsequent alteration of limestone 
beds, their occurrence among distinctly marine beds is not easy to account 
for. On the east flank of the Suliimin range the Kirthar group does not 
appear to bt* present in its characteristic form, but some thin beds of white 
nummulitic limestone overlying the shales regarded as the probable 
equivalent of the R^iukot group may represent it. 

* Pa/. series xiv, I, pt. 3 i P» 24S, j * XXV, 24, (1892) 

(1884). I 
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In western R^jputdna two outcrops of nummulitic rocks are known, 
the larger one north-west of Jaisalmer, the smaller near Koilath, thiity miles 
west-south'west of Bikaner. The rocks represented are a \\bite num- 
muliferous limestone, resembling that of the Kirthar group of Sind, and 
shaly beds, mostly grey and impregnated with salt, though a very fine 
grained pale buff coloured fuller^s earth is also found and quarried for 
export under the name of Multani mitti. In Jaisalmer a bed of ferru- 
ginous lateritic rock, like that found near Kotri, is associated with the 
nummulities. The rocks of these exposures resemble tho-e of the Kir- 
thar group as seen east of Sukkur, and there is good reason to suppose 
that they are of the same age and indicate an easterly extension of the 
nummulitic sea.^ 

The series of tertiary rocks above the Kirthar nummulitic limestone is 
superbly developed and very well seen in the hills on the frontier of upper 
Sird whose culminating ridge is known as tl e Kirthar. The names of 
the leitiary groups overlying the nummulitic formation have consequently 
been derived from places in this range, and the Nari group takes its title 
from a stream which traverses the lower portions ol the range, where 
it is composed almost entirely of Nari beds, for a considerable distance, 
and issues from the hills west by north of Sehwan.* The present sub- 
division comprises at its base the uppermost band® of limestone contain- 
ing Numnmlites^ the species N. garansensis and N. suhlssvigata 
being distinct from those so commonly fo*und in the Kirthar sub- 
division, and the limestone itself is usually distinguished by its yellowish 
brown colour, and by being in comparatively thin bands, interstra- 
tified with shales and sandstones, ^veral other fossils, besides the 
nummuHles, differ from those in the Kirthar beds. Not unfrequently, 
however, there is an apparent passage from the white or greyish white 
Kirthar limestone into the yellow or brown Nari rock, and the two groups 
appear aUvays to be perfectly conformable, but no intermixture of the 
characteristic species of nummulites has been detected, and the division 
between the Kirthar and Nari beds can always be recognised by the fossil 
evidence. 

In some places the lower Nari beds consist almost entirely of brown 
and yellow limestones , but more frequently the limestone bands are 
subordinate, dark shales and brown, rather thinly bedded, sandstone 
forming the mass of the rocks. The limestone bands are often confined 
to the base of the group, and always diminish in abundance and thickness 
above, although they are occasionally found as much as 1,500 feet above the 
top of the Kirthar group. These shales and fine sandstones, with occasional 
bands of limestone, constitute the lower Naris, and pass gradually into 

XIX, ISO (1886). i 
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the coarser, massive, thick bedded sandstones that form the greater portion 
of the group, and attain a thickness of 4,000 or 5,000 feet. On the flanks 
of the Kirthar range a few bands of clay, shale, or ironstone, are inter- 
stratified with the sandstones, and bands of conglomerate occasionally 
occur. The Nari beds in their typical form extend throughout the eastern 
flank of the Kirthar range, and occupy a belt of varying width, from one 
or two miles to as much as ten miles in breadth, between the underlying 
Kirthar and the overlying Gaj beds. 

On the western side of the Bhagotoro hills, foar or five miles south of 
Sehwan, there is a break in the Nari beds, and some variegated shales, 
clays, and sandstones, richly tinted in parts with brown and red, which 
represent the upper Nari sandstones, rest unconformably on the denuded 
edges of the lower Nari limestones and shales. The break is evidently 
local. To the east of the Lakhi range the Nari beds are entirely wanting, 
and it appears very possible that they have never been deposited in this 
portion of the Indus valley. From the neighbourhood of Sehwan to 
Jerruck, the Manchhar beds rest with more or less unconformity on the 
Kirthar, a very faint and imperfect representative of the G4j group 
occasionally intervening. But west of the Lakhi range, throughout lower 
Sind, the Nari beds are exposed almost wherever the base of the Gaj 
group is seen ; they increase in thickness to the westward, and the Hab 
valley, from the spot where the river first forms the boundary of British 
territory to the sea, consists entirely of these strata. There is, however, 
no longer any such marked distinction between the subdivisions of the 
tertiary series as is found in the Kirthar range. The disappearance of 
the Kirthar limestone has already been mentioned, and with it the lower 
Nari limestones also disappear, so that it is no longer possible to draw a 
distinct line between the two groups. The two groups can still be traced, 
although the dividing line between them is obscured, as the calcareous 
shales, with the characteristic Kirthar nummulites below, and the mas- 
sive Nari sandstones above, are still recognisable, Beds of brown 
limestone, too, full of Orbitoides papyracea or O.foriisi, occur in the Nari 
beds of the Hab valley, but instead of being found at the base, they 
appear in the middle of the group. Again, just as there is a difficulty in 
distinguishing the Naris from the Kirthars at their base, so the beds 
at the top of the former group can only be separated by an arbitrary line 
from the overlying G4j beds. In the Kirthar range the upper boundary 
of the Nari group, although there is no unconformity, is distinct and defi- 
nite, limestones with marine fossils of the Gaj group resting immediately 
upon the upper Nari sandstones. But in southern Sind bands of limestones 
or calcareous sandstone, with marine fossils, some of which are well 
marked Gdj species, occur in the upper part of the Nari group, whilst 
limestone bands with the Nari Orbitoides papyracea are found in the 
Gij. 
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The sTiiJbtones, which form so large a portion of the Nari group 
in upper Sind, have hitherto proved destitute of animal remains^ but 
the occasional interstratifications of shales and clays often contain 
tragnionts of plents, and some ill marked impressions, probably due to 
fucoids, ha\e been found in the sandstones themselves. There appears 
a probability that these sandstones may be of fluviatile, and not marine 
origin, and although some species pass from the Kirthar, and even 
from the Rinikot, group into the lower part of the Nari group, the 
iauna is chiefly distinct and marks a higher horizon. The most 
marked change is in the Forafnini/era^ because they are so abundant 
and characteristic, whole beds of limestone towards the base of the 
Nari group being entirely made up of three species, distinct from those 
occurring in the Kirthar group, Numtnulites garafisenstSy N. sublasztgata 
and Orbitoidcs papyracea, the last named frequently of large size, and 
reaching two or three inches in diameter. One of these species of Num^ 
miilitcs {N. guransetisis) is ot importance, because it occurs in Europe, 
as in Sind, in the highest strata characterised by the abundance of the 
genus, those beds being at the base of the miocene. Nt4m?nulites 
sublievigata is peculiar, so far as is known, to India. 

Several of the molluscs and echinoderms of the Nari beds also, such 
as Siliquaria granft) Solarium affine^ Venus granosa^ and Clypeaster 
profundiiSy show distinctly miocene affinities, and some of these pass up 
into the Gdj group. At the same time there are so many eocene forms 
present, such as Naiica patula^ N, sigaretinUy O^trea flabellulay Volnta 
jugosOy etc., that it is somewhat difficult to decide to which subdivision 
the Nari beds should be assigned. They probably occupy an intermediate 
position, corresponding to the oligocene of continental geologists, a con- 
clusion which is borne out by the detailed examination of the corals and 
echinoderms. 

The lower Nari limestone is found in its typical form as far north 
as Bibi N^ni in the Bolan pass, where it is overlaid by some grey 
sandstones and mottled beds, which probably represent the upper Nari 
of bind. The loner Nari limestone, with Nummuliies garansensiSy N, 
sublsevigata and Orbitozdes papyraceay has not been found north of this, 
but to the north of the Gandahiri hill, 20 miles east of Dera Bugti, and 
along the eastern slopes of the Sul^imin range, a series of sandstones, with 
subordinate bands of conglomerate and clay, occupy a position intermediate 
between the upper eocene and the overlying Siwaliks. They are described 
as apparently conformable to both, and were regarded by Dr. Blanford as 
probably the equivalents of the upper Nari of Sind. 

Resting upon the Nari group, almost throughout Sin^l, and forming 
the base of the upper tertiary series, there* is found a mass of highly 
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fosbilifeious limestimrs and calcMreon-n bids, usually m>ie ur airily, 
ahvrtvs distinctly stra<ilit*d, and easily distinguished from Lh<* liniebtont s 
of the older ter’iary formations by the absence of nummulites. A sui>*‘rb 
section of the strata forming this group is exposed on the Lank:, of the 
Gij rh-er, from which its name is derived.* 

On the eastern flanks of the Kirthar range in upper Sind, the Gaj 
group forms a conspicuous ridge, the hard dark brown limestone bands 
near the base of the formation resisting the action of denudation far n ore 
than the soft sandstones of the Nari beds, and rising every here and there 
into peaks of i,coo and 1,500 feet, or even more, scarped to the 
westward and sloping to the east, Amru, the highest summit of the Gctj 
ridge, being 2,700 feet above the sea. Still, the limestone bands, although 
so conspicuous, are subordinate, the greater part of the group consisting 
of sandy shales, clays with gypsum, and sandstones towards the base. 
Many of the bands of limestone appear very constant in position and may 
be traced fora long distance,- they are dark br^wn in colour as a rule, 
but one bed is white and abounds in corals and small Fayaminifcra 
(Orbiioides), w'hilst some of the darker bands contain Eckinoderviata In 
large quantities. 

The uppermost portion of the group is usually argillaceous, being 
chiefly composed of red and olive clays with white gypsum, and these beds 
pass gradually into precisely similar strata belonging to the overlying 
Manchhar group. Ih-r passage beds contain Cotbula Irigonulis^ Lucina 
i^Diplodonta) mcerta Tellina subdonacialis^ Area larkanensis^ amongst 
other fossils, such as Turrttella amgulaia, and forms of Osirea and 
Placuna. 

All of these have allies living in estuaries at the present day, Area 
granosa^ a recent representative of A. iarkanensis^ being one of the com- 
monest and most typical of Indian estuarine mollusca. To these estuarine 
passage beds further reference will be made presently when the relations 
of the Manchhar to the G 5 j beds are discussed. 

The Gij beds at the Gdj river are very nearly 1,5^ thick, but 
they appear to be less developed to the northward in the Kirthar range, 
and not to be much more than half the thickness named west of L^rkhdna, 
where, however, they are nearly vertical and have probably suffered from 
pressure. In lower Sind, the G 5 j group, like the Nari, disappears to the 
eastward of the Lakhi range, where it is either entirely wanting, or 
ebe represented by a thin band at the base of the Manchhar group, 
containing one of the characteristic fossils, Osirea muUicostaia. There 
is, however, a very large area of G 4 j beds north and north-east of 
Karachi, and the appearance of the formation here is somewhat different 
from what it is in the Kirthar range, for the greater portion of the group 

* Memoir^ XVII, 53, (iS79)^ 
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consists of pale coloured limestones, almost horizontal ordippingat very low 
angles, and forming plateaux 400 or 500 feet high, bounded by steep 
scarps, which rise from the low ground of the soft Nari sandstones east of 
the Hab valley. A low range of hills, formed of Gdj beds, extends to the 
south-west, past the hot spring at Pir Mangho (Mugger or Manga Pir) to 
the end of the promontory knov%n as Cape Monze, and the same beds form 
the low hills east and north-east of Karachi, and furnish the materials of 
which the houses of the town are mostly built. A small island called 
Churna, in the sea west of Cape Monze, also consists of G4j rocks. To 
the northward the Gij area of lower Sind extends with very irregular 
outline to the neighbourhood of Tong and Karchat, almost due west of 
Hala, and there are several outliers farther north, connecting the southern 
portion of the group with the typical outcrop in the Kirthar range. 
East of Karachi, Gi] beds extend in the direction of Tatta, until they 
disappear with the other tertiary rocks beneath the alluvium of the 
Indus. It is quite possible that the present group, as well as the Nari, 
never was deposited in the neighbourhood of Kotri and Jerruck. 

It has been already stated that the Gaj beds, throughout the greater 
portion of the Kirthar range, rest conformably upon the Nari group, 
although there is a change in mineral character, and that, in lower Sind, 
the passage from one group into the other is gradual, calcareous bands, 
with Gij fossils such as Ostrea multicostata and Pecten subcoftteus^ 
being found interst ratified with the uppermost Nari sandstones. At one 
place, however, near Tandra R4him Kh5n, west by north of Sehwan, the 
outcrop of the Gij beds, here dipping at a high angle to the w^estward, 
runs nearly in a straight line across the mouth of a valley, composed of a 
deep synclinal of the Nari group between two anticlinal ridges of Kirthar 
limestone* As the Gij beds do not share the synclinal curve of theNaris, 
it is difficult to see how the two can be conformable, but an examination 
of the boundary between the two groups failed to show any clear evidence 
of unconformity. There are, however, some places south of Sehwan 
where the Gij group overlaps the Nari beds and rests upon the Kirthar 
limestone, but it must be recollected that the G4j group is itself overlapped 
by Manchhar beds in the immediate neighbourhood. 

The commonest and most characteristic fossils of this group are Ostrea 
multicostata ^ and Breynia carznata. There cannot be any question that 
the Gij fauna is newer than eocene 5 some of the species are recent (for 
instance, Dosinia pseudoargus is identical with the recent D. exasperata)^ 
and it is probable that many others, when they are compared with recent 
forms more carefully than has hitherto been done, will prove to be the 

* is not quite certain whetlier this D’Archiac .and Haime. There is another 
species is identical with the European form, species known by the same name and found 
but it is certainly the shell 6gured by Messrs, in tiiassic beds in Europe. 
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same as living species. Several genera, too, as Sfaretiaf Breynia 
Aleoma^ Echimdtscus Clypeasier^ Cladocora, and Myccdiiiniy are rare or 
unknown in the older teitiaries, and there is almost a complete diappear- 
ance ot eocene forms, very few species being common even to the Xari 
beds. 

The only mammal yet obtained from the Gij beds is Rhinocefos sha^ 
Ie?isis — a species found also in the Siwdliks. 


The highest subdivision of the tertiary series in Sind was originally 
named 1 from a large lake, the Manchhar, a few miles west of Sehvvan, but 
tuere can no longer be any doubt that in age, as well as mode of origin, 
they are part of that system of pliocene fresh water deposits which, under 
the name of Siwdiik, ranges round the extra-peninsular area from Sind 
to Burma. It will be well, however, to retain the local name in the 
description of the Sind Siw Aliks. 

The Manchhar series of Sind consists of clays, sandstones, and conglo- 
merates, and attains a thickness of but little, if at all, less than lo ooo feet 
ill places on the flanks of the Kirthar range. Although it is difficult to 
draw an absolute line between the subdivisions, the whole group may be 
divided, wherever it is w^ell exposed, into t vo portions. The lower consists 
mainly of a characteristic grey sandstone, rather soft, moderately fine 
grained, and composed of quartz, with some felspar and hornblende, to- 
gether with red sandstones, conglomeratic beds, and, towards the base, 
red, brow’n, and grey clays, the latter, however, being much less largely 
developed than in the upper subdivision. The conglomeratic beds chiefly 
contain nodules of clay and of soft sandstone, apparently derived from 
beds precisely similar to those of the typical SiwAliks, but, so far as has 
been observed, do not contain any fragments derived from the older tertiary 
rocks, no pebbles either of the characteristic GAj limestones or of the 
still more easily recognised nummulitic limestone of the Kirthars having 
been noticed in the beds of the lower Manchhars, although both abound 
in the upper strata of the group. These conglomeratic beds of the lower 
Manchhars are frequently ossiferous, the bones and teeth contained in 
them being, however, usually isolated and fragmentary. 

The upper Manchhar subdivision, where it is best seen on the flanks 
of the Kirthar range west of LArkhAna, is thicker than the lower, and 
consists tOA-ards the base of a great thickness of orange or brown 
clays, with subordinate bands of sandstone and conglomerate. The 
sandstones are usually light brown, but occasionally grey, like the charac- 
teristic beds of the lower subdivision. The higher portion of this upper 
subgroup contains more sandstone and conglomerate, and the whole is 

^ XVII, 37, <*^79). 
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capped by a thick band of massive, coarse conglomerate, \\hich forms a con- 
spicuous ridge along the edge of the Indus allu\ ium throughout upper Sind. 
Tliis conglomerate contains numerous large pebbles of nummulitic and 
Gj] limestone, together with fiagments of quaitzite and other rocks of 
unknown oiigin. Throughout the conglomeratic beds of the upper Man- 
chhars, pebbles of nummulitic limestone and of the brown Gdj limestone 
oi cur, showing that these older tertiary beds must have been upheaved 
and denuded in the latter Siwdlik period, although there is a complete 
passage between the G 4 j beds and the lower Manchhars. 

1 heie appears, however, good reason for supposing that some dis- 
turbance of the older rocks took place before the deposition of the lower 
portion of the M an chhar group. To the east of the Lakhi range the Manchhar 
btds, themselves disturbed, rest unconformably on the beds of the Kirthar 
group, which are vertical in many places, so that it is manifest that the 
Kiithars had, in this locality, been upheaved before the deposition of the 
Manchhars. The presence of the lower portion of the latter series appear- 
ing to be proved by the occuirence of teeth and bones of the same mam- 
mals as are found in the lower Manchhars elsewhere. 

In one case a few estuarine fossils were found, near the Nari stream, 
in a Manchhar bed 300 or 400 feet above the base of the group. The 
only form recognised was Corbula already mentioned as charac- 

teristic of the estuarine passage beds between G£j and Manchhar. With 
this exception, and that of some rolled oyster shells, possibly derived from 
a lower formation, no marine or estuarine fossils have been observed in 
the Manchhar beds of upper Sind, above the passage beds at the base of 
the group, and there appears every reason to believe that the group is of 
fluviatile origin. 

In lower Sind, however, there is a very considerable intercalation of 
marine or estuarine beds with the Manchhars, and this evidence of depo- 
sition in salt water increases in the neighbourhood of the present coast. 
Around Kardchi beds of oysters, and sometimes of other marine or estu- 
arine shells, are not unfrequently found interstratified with the Manchhar 
group* There is also some change in mineral chaiacter, the sandstones 
becoming more argillaceous and associated in places with pale grey, 
sandy clays and shales. The passage from the Gdj beds is very gradual, 
calcareous bands with Gdj fossils, such as Ostrea multicosiaba and Pecten 
being found some distance above the base of the Manchhar 

group* 

Although there is no difficulty in drawing a line between Manchhar and 
Gd] beds, except in the neighbourhood of the coast, everything tends to show 
that there is no break in time between the two, the low^er portion of the upper 
group being an estuarine or fluviatile continuation of the underlying marine 
beds. But the great thickness of the Manchhar group in upper Sind 
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alone would suffice to pro\e that a considerable period of time mubt have 
elapsed during the deposition of this formation, and it is far from improb- 
able that the lower Manchhars may be upper miocene, whilst the upper 
Manchhars are pliocene. 

The Manclibar beds extend along the age of the alluvium, and form a 
broad fringe to the Kirthar range, throughout upper Sind from west ot 
Shikdrpur to the Manchhar lake, but the breadth of the outcrop varies 
greatly, being as much as 14 miles where broadest west of Ldrkhina, and 
diminishing both to the north and south. As already noticed, the Man- 
chhars are thickest just w here their outcrop is w idest ; the breadth of the area 
occupied by them is not, however, due simply to their vertical development, 
but chiefly to their forming a sv nclinal and anticlinal roll before disappearing 
beneath the alluvial plain, whereas in other parts of the range the same 
beds are exposed in a simple section, all the strata dipping to the east- 
ward. To the north the section is complicated by faults, but to the south 
the thickness of the Manchhar group diminishes greatly, and near Tandra 
Rihim Khin, west of Sehwan, although both upper and low'er subdivisions 
of the group are developed and the uppermost conglomerate is exposed, the 
whole thickness of the Manchhar strata cannot be much more than about 
3,000 feet. The Manchhar beds are seen west, south, and east of the 
Manchhar lake ; they are well developed and occupy a large plain to the 
east of the Lakhi range, and west of the nummulitic limestone tract, near 
Kotri and Jerruck, they re-appear in many places in the different synclinal 
valleys to the west of the Lakhi range, and they occupy a considerable tract 
of country east and north-east of Karachi. Throughout these areas in 
lower Sind the rocks are not nearly so w^ell seen as to the northward, the 
soft sandstones and clays of the Manchhar gtoup having been denuded into 
undulating plains, covered and concealed in general by the pebbles and 
sands derived from the comparatively hard older tertiary rocks of the 
neighbouring hills, and it is far more difficult than in upper Sind to 
distinguish the different portions of the group, or to form a correct idea 
of the thickness of strata exposed. 


The Manchhar beds extend along the edge of the sea west of Karachi, 
almost to the end of cape Monze, but no representative of this formation 
is seen for a considerable distance to the westward of the cape. 'ITie 
greater part of the country near the shores of Sonmiani bay consists of 
alluvium, and the tew exposures# of rocks are older tertiary, or perhaps 
cretaceous, a low cliff near the coast, north of Gadini, being apparently 
composed of subrecent deposits. But west of Sonmiani bay, in the 
neighbourhood of HingUj, a well known place of Hindu pilgrimage, 
there are high hills of hard greyish w^bite marls or clays, usually sandy 
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often highly calcareous, and occasionally intersected by veins of gypsum. 
With this clay or marl, bands of shaly limestone, dark calcareous grit, 
and sandstone are interstratified, usually forming but a small portion of 
the mass, although their greater hardness renders them conspicuous. This 
marl formation extends for many hundreds of miles along the coasts of 
Baluchistan and of the Persian Gulf, forming great horizontal plateaux, 
surrounded by cliffs of whitish marl or clay and capped by dark coloured 
calcareous grit, at the headlands of Ras Mal^n, Ormdra, and Gwadar, Ris 
MalSn especially being a table land rising abruptly to a height of 2,000 
feet from the sea. 'I'hese remarkable rocks have been called the Mekr^ii 
group ^ from the name usually applied to the littoral tracts of BAluchistdn. 

The Mekrdn group is of shallow water marine origin, and abounds in 
mollusca, echinoderms, etc., many of the species being apparently the same 
as living forms. The echinoderms alone haveas yet been examined in detail, 
they belong without exception to living genera, while most of the species 
are very closely allied to recent forms, and one species alone is doubtfully 
identical with a Gdj form. The general facies of the fauna is distinctly 
pliocene.* 

Although there is no resemblance between the typical Manchhar beds 
and the characteristic rocks of the Mekrdn group, nor, from the widely 
diiBferent conditions under which the two formations must have been de- 
posited, would any similarity in mineral chaiacter oe probable, some of the 
soft argillaceous shaly sands in the Manchhar beds near Karachi closely 
resemble some similar beds in the Mekrdn group near Gwddar. As all 
that is known of the geology of western Baldchistdn is the result of 
brief visits to a few widely separated points, it is uncertain to what 
extent the rocks of Sind extend to the westward, and whether any 
representatives, of the G 4 j gjroup especially, exist in that direction, but 
it appears probable that the marine Mekrdn group in western Bdluchist^n 
represents the fresh water Manchhar series of Sind. 


The only fossil remains of any importance hitherto detected in the 
Manchhar series are bones of mammalia, and all that have been recog- 
nised belong to the lower Manchhars, the upper subdivision of the group 
having hitherto furnished only a few bones, in too poor and fragmentary 
a state of preservation for the species, or even the genera, to be deter- 
mined. ^ The few estuarine shells found in the lowest Manchhar beds in 
Sind, and a portion at least of thp marine fossils procured from a 
similar horizon near Kardchi, appear to be Gaj forms, and to indicate a 
close connection between the lower Manchhars and the underlying group 


* W» T. Bianford, Rsccrds, V, 43, (1872) j 
Eastern Persia, London, 1886, II, p. 462. 


* Duncan and Sladen, PaL /ndica, series 
xiv, I, pt lii, p. 370, (1886). 
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In places, and especially in the neighbourhood of the Lakhi range, siliti- 
fied fossil wood is found in abundastce in the Manchhar beds, stems 
of large trees being of common occurrence. The majority are dicotyle- 
donous, but some fragments of mc>nocot\ledons are albo found. 

The vertebrate remains are extremely fragmentary, and chiefly consist 
of single teeth and broken portions of bones, ^ and the fauna is chiefly 
remarkable for the pre\alence of artiodact}le ungulates, allied to pigs, or 
intermediate between pigs and ruminants. The majority of the genera 
are extinct ; Rhinoceros^ Sus^ and A/anis being the only In ing types, and 
the last named has only been recognised from a single digital phalange, 
so that the generic identification is far from sufficient. Both Rhinoceros 
and i'jis existed in miocene times, whilst Anihracotherium^ 

Hyopotamus^ and Dinofherizim^ which are also found in the Manchhar, are 
not known to occur in Europe in beds of later date than miocene. The 
genera Hemimeryx and Sivavteryx are peculiar, both being allied to the 
Siwilik Merycopotamvs. 

The species found also in the pliocene Siwaliksare Rhinoceros palxin^ 
diciiSy Accf othcfitim pet tme7ise^ Chalicoiherintn sivalensCySus hysudricus^ 
Darcatherinm majus^ D. minus^ ilastodon laiidens^ and M. falconeri ; 
but as the presence of these forms in the Manchhars is inferred for the 
most part from fragments, the identifications are by no means quite 
certain, whilst the general facies of the fauna, the absence of characteristic 
living forms like Eqttus^ Bos^ Aniiiope, Cervus^ and Elephas^ and the 
presence of several extinct genera not hitherto detected in the Siwiliks, 
show that the mammallferous beds of Sind are of older age than the typi- 
cal Siwdlik strata. It should be recollected, moreover, that the precise 
horizon at which the Siwilik forms are found is but rarely known with 
accuracy, that some of the Siw’aiik strata are as old as the lower Man- 
chhars, if not older, and that a portion at least of the older types of mam- 
mals are from beds low down in the Siwalik series. None of the remarkable 
series of types allied to the giraffes and Sivatkerium, nor of the peculiar 
bovine and antilopine forms so characteristic of the Siwilik fauna, have as 
yet been found in Sind. The only ruminant detected in the Manchhar beds 
is the miocene Dorcatherium^ and the place of the more specialised 
Pecora appears to have been occupied by the less specialised even toed 
ungulates allied to the pig. While, therefore, it is probable that some 
extinct types, such as -/i A/ afnd HyopotamuSy which are not 
known in Europe above the lower miocene, existed in India at a somewhat 
later period, together with species w’hich survived till pliocene times, it is 
evident that the lower portion of the Manchhar group can scarcely be 
considered of later date than upper miocene. The palaeontological 

» Details will be found in Mr. Lydekker’s I 225; XI,e4,7i, 77, 79, and PaA 

papers in IX, 91, 93, 5 ^, Indica^ senes x, I— IV, 
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evidence is in accordance with the geological, and both bhovv the close 
connection between the lower Manchhar beds and the Gdj group. 

Further north, in the country between Sibi and Quetta the Siwaliks 
rest with a slight, but distinct, unconformity on the Spintangi limestone. 
There is everywhere a perfect parallelism of stratification between the 
two and a superficial appearance of conformity, but on a close examina- 
tion it is seen that there are slight, though distinct, traces of erosion at the 
contact, that pebbles of nummulitic limestone are found near the base of 
the Siwdliks, and that there is a progressive thinning out of the nummulitic 
limestone from east to west by removal of the upper beds. The lower 
Siwaliks, which are conspicuous on the section in the Bugti hills further 
east, are represented by greenish and grey sandstones which do not at- 
tain a thickness of much over loo or 200 feet. Above them the upper 
Siwaliks consist principally of red eaithy clays, with interbedded sand- 
stones, which become more and more frequent till it becomes a sandstone 
formation with subsidiary bands of clay and conglomerate, the whole capped 
by a great thickness of strong conglomerates. 

These Siwaliks extend westwards, in the country intervening between 
the Bolan and Hurnai routes to Quetta, almost to the Quetta plain, but 
their original western extension has been obscured. In the valleys of 
Quetta and PisMn there are some deposits of conglomerates and red clays 
which have in places undergone considerable disturbance, and have been 
referred to a Siw’dlik age.^ On the accompanying map they have been 
coloured as upper tertiary, but, as they appear to be distinct in age and 
origin from the SiwAliks referred to above, and much more closely con- 
nected with the recent deposits, their description wdll be deferred to a 
subsequent chapter.* 

In the Bolan pass, in the Gan dak valley, north-east of Quetta, and 
doubtless in many other valleys of these hills, there are sandstone and 
conglomerate deposits which have undergone considerable disturbance, 
and dip at high angles. In accordance with the custom, which separates 
the deposits which have undergone considerable disturbance from the un- 
disturbed recent deposits that unconformably overlie them, these have been 
called Siw^Iik, but they are in a manner distinct from the older Siwilik^ 
for the former were deposited after the valleys, in which they lie, had been 
excavated, while the latter date, in this neighbourhood, from a time when 
the disturbance of the strata and consequent elevation of the hills had not 
commenced. 

In the Bugti hills and southern portion of the SuUimdn range, the 
lower Siwaliks, which attain a maximum thickness of 5,000 feet, have the 
appearance of lying conformably on the nummulitic limestone. They 

* W. T. Blanford, Memoirs, XX, 1 1 7, (1883). 1 * Tnfra, p. 4 1 6. 
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consist of moderately soft, fine grained, pepper and salt grey, sandstone, 
interstratified with conglomeratic beds, composed of fragments of clay and 
soft sandstone, apparently derived from contemporaneous deposits, im- 
bedded in an argillaceous matrix and unaccompanied by any pebble of 
harder rock. Clay beds also occur and are usually of a red colour. 

In the lower beds of this group vertebrate remains occur in consider- 
able abundance near Dera Bugti, among which are Mastodon^ Rhinoceros^ 
Dinotkerium^ Anthracotkerium^ and Hyopotamns. 1 he vertebrate fauna 
has a distinctly miocene facies and is associated with seven species of 
fluviatite moIIusca,of which four belong to the genus Unio^ two to Melania 
and one to Paladina. All seven are extinct, and none are nearly related 
to forms now living in western India, though two are allied to species 
still existing in Burma. Three of the species of Cnio are aberrant forms 
with ribbed shells, exhibiting a superficial resemblance to the marine genus 
Cardium.^ 

East of the SulAiinau range the upper Siwilik conglomerate is on some 
sections overlaid by a more recent conglomerate deposit, which has been 
disturbed and dips towards the plain at moderate angles. The newer 
conglomerate has the appearance of passing upw’ards into the recent 
deposits, and though it has been regarded as uppermost Siwdlik * should 
probably, like the disturbed river gravels of the Bolan valley, be more 
correctly classed as recent than as tertiary. 


The various localities referred to in the previous passages form part of 
one geological province throughout which the lower tertiaries maintain a 
certain constancy of character, allowing the rock groups on one section 
to be recognised on another, but when we pass northwards to the Punjab, 
or north-w’estw^ards to Afghdnistin, it is no longer possible to apply the 
subdivisions adopted in Sind, and a fresh classification has to be adopted. 
Before passing on to these areas it will be well to notice the exposures 
to the east, in which the Sind subdivisions can be more or less recognised. 

The tertiary rocks in the Cutch peninsula occupy a belt, varying in 
breadth from about four miles to twenty, between the alluvium near the 
coast and the older rocks in the interior of the country. Tertiary 
formations also fringe the Deccan traps and Jurassic beds, on the borders 
of the two openings by which the Rann of Cutch communicates with 
the sea east and west of the province, and patches of the same tertiaries 
are found here and there on the shores of the Rann, not only in the main 
region of Cutch itself, but also around the detached hilly tracts or islands, 
Patcham, Kharir, etc^ and in Wigad. The evidence of unconformity 

* W. T. Blanford, Uemous^ XX, 162, 2J3, J * W. T. Blaiiford, Mfemoirs, XX, 219, fiSSj), 
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between the eocene rocks and the Deccan traps is very strong in Cutch. 
The lava flows which appear to have covered the greater part, if not the 
whole, of the Jurassic region had been completely swept away from the 
surface of the country, and the underlying jurassic rocks exposed and 
largely eroded in places before the eocene marine beds were deposited.^ 
Despite this evidence of unconformity, there is every appearance, along 
the southern border of the trap area, of the tertiary beds resting conform- 
ably on the lava flows of the Deccan period. 

The tertiaries of Cutch are far better known than those of Gujdrdt and 
Kdthidw^r, the materials for the first descriptions of marine fossils from 
the later Indian deposits having been furnished by the rocks of the 
first named province. Attention was first directed to the Cutch tertiaries 
through the labours of Captain Grant, who carried with him to England 
a considerable collection of tertiary organic remains, together with the 
Jurassic fossils mentioned in a former chapter. In accordance with the 
ideas prevailing amongst geologists at the time, he separated nummulitic 
rocks from the true tertiaries on his map,* and the same distinction W'as 
preserved in the description of the fossils, but subsequently all the forms 
described were classed as eocene by D'Archiac and Haime.® When the 
rocks of Cutch were mapped in 1867-69 by Wynne and Fedden, and 
described by the former, it w’as found that several distinct groups 
could be recognised, and that the fossils of these groups differed, and it 
was afterwards discovered that the groups corresponded very closely to 
those determined in Sind. The succession of the rocks in Cutch, accord • 
ingto Mr. Wynne, is the following, the probable Sind representative being 
appended in each case. The supposed European equivalents differ some- 
what from those originally suggested before the corresponding beds in 
Sind had been examined 
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* This view is opposed to Mr. Wynne’s 
opinm. He considered that the lower eocene 
beds are conformable to the traps, and tliat 
the traps never existed in northern Cutch, 
IX, 7a, (1872), 


* Ge'il, Soc, Trans, and series., V, 300, PL 
XX, (1840). 

* Description des Animaux Fossiles du groupe 
nncnmulitique de I’Inde, Paris, 1853. 

^ Memoirs f IX, 48, (1872), 
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The subnunimulitic group consists chiefly of peculiar purple and red, 
mottled with white, soft argillaceous beds, laterite of various kinds, and 
coarse sandstones distinguished by brilliancy of colouring, white, red, 
lavender, purple, and orange tints prevailing. There are also some shales 
with impressions of leaves and carbonaceous layers, and occasionally with 
gypsum. 

Some of the peculiar argillaceous beds have a distinctly volcanic aspect, 
but as they are much decomposed it is impossible to say that they are 
really of eruptive origin. The occurrence of these peculiar beds away from 
the traps, in places wdiere there is good reason to suppose that the traps 
were removed by denudation in pretertiary times, and the fact that beds 
reconsolidated from trap fragmei.ts must, when decomposed, frequently 
be undistinguishable from a disintegrated eruptive rock, render it probable 
that these soft mottled beds are of sedimentary origin and composed of 
the detritus of volcanic rocks. Fossils are rare in the subnummulitic group 
which extends along the southern e<ige of the traps in Cutch, overlapping 
the volcanic rocks to the westward, and resting upon jurassic rocks 
near Lakhpat. The same group is represented in several small patches, 
deposited upon jurassic beds on the borders of the Rann, both on the 
mainland of Cutch and on some of the detached hills or islands, especially 
south of the hills in Patcham, Kharir, Bela, and Chorar, and intervening 
in the hollow between two ranges on the first named. The group is 
nowhere more than about 200 feet thick, and it frequently does not exceed 
20 feet. 

Above the subnummulitic beds there are in places from 50 to loo feet 
of fine laminated shales, bituminous and often pyritous, with fragments 
of wood and leaf impressions. All the above rocks are classed by Mr. 
Wynne apart from the true tertiaries, and with the bedded traps. It 
appears, however, more probably correct, and more in accordance w'ith the 
sequence in Sind, to consider the main break in the series as taking place 
between the traps and the next formation in ascending order. 

The gypseous shales lorm a local and unimportant subdivision, not 
more than from 50 to 150 feet in thickness, occurring in western Cutch, 
round the Gaira hills and in a few other places. They consist of shales, 
with calcareous nodular bands and much gypsum, and w^ith some beds 
of laterite. Same of the marly beds abound in Nummulitts and other 
Foraminifera^ oysters, etc. 

The next group is of more importance, being the representative of 
the massive nummulitic (Kirthar) limestone of Sind. In Cutch these beds 
consist of pale yellow and white impure limestones, in bands of no great 
thickness, interstratihed with marls and sandy beds. The upper portion 
consists chiefly of marls, limestones being more abundant below ; Nummu^ 
lites, Alveolinss^ and echinoderms of several kinds abound and corals 
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and mollusca are locally common. The nummuUtics of Cutch are, however, 
almost confined to the western part of the province, and occupy a band 
extending from Lakhpat round the western termination of the Deccan 
trap range in the Gaira hills. 

Upon the nummulitic limestones and their associates there is usually 
found a thin and unimportant band of light coloured or white sand and 
sandy shales, having at the base some finer dun, or blue coloured, silty 
shales. These sandy beds are soft, friable, and obliquely laminated. In 
the lower portion of the group the carapace of a small crab and casts of 
bivalve shells have been found, in the upper part impressions of dicoty- 
ledonous leaves occur. This group, originally described as the arenaceous 
group, corresponds in mineral character and position to the upper Nari 
of western Sind. 

The Gi] group of Sind is represented in Cutch by what was originally 
described as the argillaceous group, the best developed and most fossili- 
ferous of the tertiary rock groups of that district, and it is this group 
which yielded the bulk of the fossils described as tertiary in the ap- 
pendix to Captain Grant’s paper, although it appears probable that there 
were among these fossils some admixture of species from a lower horizon. 
Until the whole of the Cutch and Sind fossils are thoroughly compared 
and determined, some doubt must remain as to the original horizon of a 
few Cutch species, but when the forms are common to the Gij beds of 
Sind, and are not known to occur in older group of that area, it may fairly 
be inferred that they are probably restricted to the same horizon in Cutch. 

The G4j, or miocene, rocks of Cutch consist of sandstones at the base, 
with a few nodular, marly and ferruginous bauds often containing Turri-^ 
tella^ Venus granosa, and Corbula. Above the sandy beds are marly 
limestones and shales, next calcareous grits, and then a considerable 
thickness of shales, clays, and marls. The most fossiliferous beds are the 
marly limestones and shales. Only the echinoderms from these beds have 
as yet been critically examined, and of i6 species no less than 8 are also 
known from the G4j group of Sind, one being Breynia carinata^ one of the 
most characteristic Gdj forms. 

The miocene beds are more extensively developed in Cutch than are 
the nummulitics. They are found not only in the west of the province 
around the extremity of the jurassic and trap area, but eastwards, resting 
upon the subnummulitic group, as far as about half way across the province. 
To the westward, however, the present group is overlapped by the next 
in ascending order. 

The representative of the Siwdlik rocks in the sub-Himalciyan 
tract, and of the Manchhar beds in Sind, appears to be widely developed 
in Cutch, and covers a large area, but it is very ill seen, being greatly con- 
cealed by alluvial deposits. The principal beds are more or less ferruginous 
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conglomerate, at the base, followed in ascending order by thick brown 
sands and obliquely laminated, nodular, calcareous, and sandy clays. Marine 
beds, with large oysters, are intercalated, as in southern Sind. It w’ill pro- 
bably be found on further examination that this uppermost tertiary grou{> 
in Cutch, as in Sind, passes down into the underlying subdivision in 
places, although to the eastward the latter appears to have been denuded 
before the deposition of the former. The upper tertiary group extends 
throughout southern Cutch from east to west, resting on the older tertiaries 
to the westward, but gradually overlapping them and the traps to the east- 
ward, and resting upon Jurassic rocks in the extreme east of the province. 

In Kithiiwir eocene beds have been recorded from Beyt island, off the 
north-west extremity of the peninsula, by Dr. Carter,^ and though the 
Geological Survey of Kdthiiwir failed to show the existence of any lower 
tertiary beds on the mainland, it is impossible to accept Mr. Fedden’s 
suggestion* that the record of the presence ot nummulitic beds is due to a 
confusion between Patellina and Nummulina. Dr, Carter's statements 
are too specific to allow of such an explanation, and unless he was mis- 
informed as to the locality from which his specimens came, we may accept 
the presence of lower tertiary beds at the north-west extremity of the 
Kdthidwdr peninsula. 

With this exception the only known tertiary deposits are miocene or 
newer. They are found along the southern edge of the trap area, the 
principal exposures being at the eastern and western extremities, with 
some narrow strips in the intervening area. They lie almost horizontal, are 
much obscured by recent deposits and cultivation, and in the absence of 
any deep cut sections no good general succession has been made out. In 
the south-eastern area they consist of shales and marls, which contain many 
marine fossils, with interbedded bands of a rusty conglomerate of clay 
pellets, and agates derived from the trap. 

With the exception of the echinoderms, the marine fossils collected in Ki- 
thidwdr have not been examined in detail, but many of them are identical 
with GdJ species, and of the 13 species of Ecktnodermata, 6 &T^s\so found 
in the GdJ groups of Sind, the whole distinctly indicating a miocene age.* 

The uppermost beds of the Kdthidwdr tertiaries appear to be sand- 
stones and conglomerates, of which the best known exposure is that in the 
small island of Perim or Piram— not to be confounded with the island 
of similar name at the entrance to the Red Sea, Perim island is a small 
reef of sandstones and conglomeiates, only 1,800 yards long by 300 to 
500 yards broad, which fimt achieved a geological celebrity through the 

* Geological Papers on Western India. Bom- I • Duncan and Sladen, Pat. Indica, series 
bay, 1837, p. 743. h P* 4. P- So, (1880), 

XXf.lW, (18&,) 

Y 
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discovery of fossil mammalian bones by. the Baron von Hugel in 1836. 
According to the most recent examination these bones are found in the 
conglomerate bands, but principally in a conglomerate bed which lies 
considerably below high water level and is obscured by a thick covering ot 
mud fur the greater part of the year. Duiing the months of April, May 
and June, however, the south-east end of the reef becomes scoured and 
free from mud, and specimens of fossil bones can be found. As in all other 
Indian localities for fossil bones, the first collectors found a rich harvest 
in the accumulation of ages, while their successors have to be con tent with 
hut occasional and fragmentary specimens.^ 

The known mammals from Perim island comprise ten species, of which 
four, Mastodon latidens^ M. pe^iinensis, Rhinoceros perimensis, and 
Sus kysud ficus i Silt common totheSiwilik beds. All these forms are, 
however, found in other fossil faunas ; Mastodon perimensis and Sus 
hyi^udricus being met with in the lower RIanchhar beds of Sind, Rhi- 
noceros perimensis in the Irawadi deposits, and Mastodon latidens in 
both, so that all the forms common to Perim island and the Siw'iiliks; 
are clearly species of wide range. The absence of Elephas and its sub- 
gj?nera, and of bovines, and the presence of Dinotheiiuniy tend strongly 
to make the Perim island fauna appear of greater age than the Siwilik 
generally, but on the other hand, the presence of so highly specialised 
a genus as Capra^ if the generic determination be accepted,* the occur- 
rence of Camelopardalis and Antilope^ and, above all, the absence, so far 
<A Afithracotherium^ Hyopotamus other older ungulate 
types so abundant in the miocene beds of Sind and the Punjab, are op- 
posed to the idea that the Perim island rocks can be of higher antiquity 
than pliocene. They possibly occupy an intermediate position between 
the Siwdliks proper and the Manchhars of Sind, but they are more nearly 
allied to the former. 

In the north-wmstern portion of the Kdthiiw’dr peninsula the fossili- 
ferous Gaj beds are overlaid by what have been described as the Dw’arkd 
beds« They consist of soft yellow earthy or marly clays, gypseous in part, 
overlaid by more or less marly or arenaceous limestones, generally soft 
and^ porous, largely composed of Foraminifera cemented by calcite, or of 
comminuted shells and corals. No recognisable fossils have been found 
in these beds, and their relation to the underlying fossiliferous miocene 
beds was not determinable ; it is probably one of conformity in spite of 
the sudden change of lithological cliaracter. 

* F, Fedden, XXT, 39, (X884) I see with the horn-cases, and that nothing is known 

atso W»T. BUnford, VI, 374, (1869)*. of the greater part of the cranium, the teeth 

* It shoaid not be forgotten that Capta or the limb bones. See Lydekkcr. Po/. 

» founded solely on a frontlet series x, I, 83, 170, PI xxviii, fig. 4, (1884). 
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Turning to Afglidn-Turkibtin, there appears to be, as in Sind, a perfect 
conformity between the cretaceous and tertiary beds. In the synclinal of 
Mathar, 100 miles south-east of Dalkh, the upper cretaceous limestones are 
overlaid by sandstones and greenish shales in which no fossils ere found, 
except an Excgyra and Cerithium^ and some fucoid markings and badly 
preserved remains of fishes and crustaceans. These beds ; may be 
legarded as eocene; they are overlaid by red sandstone, with a few 
clay bands and, towards the top, conglomerates composed principally of 
pebbles of upper cretaceous limestone, covered by a great thickness of sand- 
stones and shales, containing a few fresh water shells and passing upwards 
into soft gypseous clays.^ 

Besides the exposures in synclinal basins within the hills, a zone of 
tertiary beds is found all along the edge of the alluvium of the Oxus val- 
ley. Here, however, the eocene clays are wanting and the red beds with 
conglomerates rest directly, in apparent conformity, on the upper creta- 
ceous limestone. They pass upwards with a gradual transition into the 
recent deposits, and in the upper portion of the section, there occur beds 
which are undistinguishable from the recent wind blown loess of the Oxus 
valley.^ 


The northern extension of the Suldimdn range has not been examined 
geologically, but there is good reason to suppose that the fringe of Siwilik 
rocks is continuous wdth great area of tertiary deposits, extending from 
the north-west corner of the Punjab along the outer edge of the Himalayas 
to the border of Nepil. The general description of the Himalayan terti- 
aries, with which must be included those of the north-west corner of the 
Punjab, will be deferred to the following chapter, but it will be well to 
notice in this place a portion of the Koh 4 t district w^est of the Indus, 
where the low’er tertiaries exhibit some peculiarities not noticed elsewhere 
The eocene rocks are well developed in this region, and the section 
exposed, although only a few miles distant from parts of the Salt range, 
differs in some important points. The following is abridged from Mr. 
Wynne's summary of the rocks exposed ; — * 

TiticLaess ia feet, 


/ Upper saiidst0iies,^So% grey sandstones, clays and 


Pliocene 4nd 
Miocene . 




conglomerates • 

Lower sandstones ^ — Harder grey and purple sand- 
stones, bright red and purple clays, slightly cal- 
careous and pseudo-conglomeratic bands • * 


500 to 1,500 


3,000 to 3,500 


*C.L. Griesbacb, Records XIX, 255. (i886). I (1886) 

^ C. L. Gricsbach, Recotds^ XIX, ^5 7, 259 ' ® Wjnne, Mentohs^ XI, loi, (1875). 

Y2 
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Lu< fcNfc 


T Ol I N J 


up ^ *t 72ummidtUc.-- NummuHtic limestone and some 
* shal> bands . . • . . 

1 Rea clay sane, or Itmer Red clay, 

^ la\en 3 er coloured near the top, occasionally with 
* 1 XuiumnUfes, The lower portion ot the red clajs 
f in places is partly or wholly replaced by fossilifer- 
< U's sandstones, thick ^eenish clays and bands ot 
limestones, all containing* Nummuliiies 

White, grey or black gypsum with bands 
N 'of cla\ or shale . " . . . 

k 5^/^.— Ihickbeds of salt, almost pure. The 
f base not seen . • ... 


1 hteknchs fn led. 

6 o to lOO 


150 to 404» 
50 to 300 
300 to 700 

(l,20Ob 


1 he 1 cgion examined is the hilly tract north of the Rannu plain and 
of the CliichSH hills, and extending fiom the Indus, on the east, to the 
British fiontier. The ground is traversed by a series of east and west 
ranges, chiefly formed of crushed and broken anticlinals of the nummulitic 
limestone and the associated rocks. 

The rock salt and gypsum at the base of the tertiary series in the 
Kohit region are very important and remarkable. 'J he salt consists ot 
a more or less crystalline mass, usually grey in colour, with transparent 
patches, and never reddish like the salt of the Salt range, A few earthy 
bands occur, but the portion of the whole mass too impure to be worked 



Pig, i 8 .-Hill of rock s»lt, 200 ft. bigh, at Bahadur Khel, after Wynne. 

for commercial purposes is but small, although there is no attempt at 
refining the salt, which is exported for sale in the form in which it is 
mined. In some places the uppermost layer is dark coloured, almost black. 
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3^7 


and bitiimiiiuus. The ijuantity of salt is somrthing mcL\illuiis ; in tl*t* 
anticlinal iieai Baliddur Khcl alone, rock salt is seen loi a dislan<eor 
about eight miles, and the thickness exposed exceeds i.ooo U 1 1, the \\idlh 
oi the outcrop being sometimes more than a quartei of a mile. As <i rule, 






fcAStCTD 5«lt hiB 



*9 —Sectiott throuffh »he Bah iilur Kh 1 *< lU N»c il? >, litte- \V>r!ic 

the salt contains sulphate of lime (gjpsuni), but none of the potassium 
and magnesium salts of the Salt range beds. 

Above the salt come gypsum and cla\ s, as in the Salt range, but thr 
colours, white and grey, are very different, and the whole appearance, of both 
salt and gypsum, is so distinct from the Salt range marl thnt, although 
there is no indication of salt beds at a higher level in the Salt range 
itself, and although the outcrop of t^e salt marl close to Kilabagh on the 
Indus is only eighteen miles from one of the Kohit rock salt regions, it 
appears probable that the salt bearing rocks in the Koh^t district may 
belong to a very different horizon from that occupied by the same miner- 
als in the Salt range series, a supposition supported by the fact that a great 
series of mesozoic and palaeozoic beds intervenes, throughout the Salt 
range, between the nummulitic group and the salt marl, wdiilst in Kohil 
the former rests with apparent conformity upon the gypsum and salt. It 
is by no means certain that the Kohit salt and gypsum are eocene, but, in 
the absence of any evidence to the contrary, it appears best to class 
them with the nummulitic beds immediately overlying them.^ 

Overlying the gypsum, there is usually found a thick bed of deep 
red clay, whose eocene age is proved by the occasional occurrence of 
nummulites in the upper portion. Sometimes the red clay is wanting, and 
apparently replaced by grey or olive coloured clays, marls, and liinestones 
containing nummulites, but the replacement is not clearly proved. 
Above the red clay zone come earthy limestones, clays, and shales 
with nummulites. The main band of limestone is very much thinner 
than in the Salt range, but is, as usual, massive, pale coloured, and full 
of Nummuit^eSy AlveoUna^ etc. The overlying foimation, consisting of 
sandstones and clays, in which dark red and purple colours predominate, 
exceeds all the eocene beds in thickness, and is probably, like the sand- 

^ These condnsions would have to be modi- I the salt and gypsum is adopted, —see 
fied if the hypothesis of bypogene origin of ' p. i it. 
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htonch and clays o\erlying the nummuHtic limestone of the Salt range, 
1 tally of much later age than the limestone on which it rests. 

Pebbles of numinulitic limestone are said ^ to be found in the lowest 
beds of the sandstone, and some reptilian bones (not determined), silici- 
lied fossil ANOod, and a few ill preser\ed, ribbed, bivahe molliisca have 
been found, but no characteristic organic remains. Ihe beds resemble 
tlio^e of the Murree group and pass upwards into undoubted newer tertiary 
tSiwalsk or Manchhar) strata of the usual character, the red colours be- 
(oming rarer, and the usual drab grey sandstones and orange or diab cla)s 
being the prevailing rocks. 

When traced in a westerly direction towards Thai, the eocene beds 
are said to change in character, the limestones being replaced by haid 
sandstones and greenish grey or purple shales and, cn the right bank of 
the Kuram ri\er opposite Thai, volcanic beds occur among them. The 
beds are said to be penetrated and indurated by intiusions of a daik 
coarse crystalline trap, and besides the intrusions agglomerates and fine 
grained tufaceous trappean beds are found in alternating layers.^ No 
other occurrence of volcanic beds in the eocene of northern India is known, 
and as the Thai locality was visited under circumstances extremely un- 
favourable for geological investigation, too much importance must not be 
attached to the observations. 


No lower tertiary rocks are known south of the great snowy range of 
the Himalayas, between the small outliers folded among the pretertiary 
slates in western GarhwAl and their re-appearance on the southern side 
of the Assam range. Nearly the whole of this tract of the Himalayas is 
inaccessible to geological observation and it cannot consequently be 
stated w ith confidence that the lower tertiaries are altogether w^anting, 
but the general run of their northern boundary, in the north west portion 
of the Himalayas, appears to indicate that the eocene coast line trended 
south of the present limit of the Himalayas, and makes it improbable 
that any lower tertiary marine beds would be found east of Garhw^il^ e\en 
if the country now inaccessible w'ere open to observation. 

At the western extremity of the Giro hills the nummulitic deposits 
contain only one thin band of limestone about 40 feet thick, resting conform- 
ably upon the cretaceous sandstone. Even this limestone is often earthy, 
nodular andochreous, withshaly partings, the purer portion b< ing generally 
formed of a mass ^iNummuHtes granulosa^ in various stages c f grow^th. The 
scries generally exhibits a shallow water type and an approach to the original 
margin of the eocene sea. Throughout the formation there are no clear 

» A. B. Wynne, XI, 170, (1875). 1 a A. B, Wynne, XII, iii, (1879). 
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^iindstonrs ; clays and soft earthy sandstones o\eri!e tht* !inn*bione and are 
withdilficulty distinguished from the succeeding upper tuitiary d<*posils. 
This character is most pronounced at the west end of the hi. Is, \\ here the 
formation stiongly resembles the most characteristic beds ol the Suiiathu 
group in the north-west Himalayas. No coaly layer has been found in the 
series in the Giro area. The lower tertiary beds are not confined to the 
southern margin of theGaro hills, outliers being found in sonre of the basins 
of the cretaceous rocks north of the Turd range. The country has not, 
however, been sufficiently closely surveyed to show whether these indicate 
the same thinning out and approach to the original shore line as is seen in 
the Khdsi hills further east. 

A number of fossils obtained from the lower tertiary beds of the Gdro 
hills appear to belong, so far as they can be identified, to eocene species,^ 
and the presence of bands of limestone full of nummulites is in itself suffi- 
cient to fix the age of these beds as eocene. 

To the east, the nuinn-^ulitics show a change to deposits of more pelagic 
cliaracter, in which there is a great development of clear nummulitic lime- 
stones. The transition betwvjen the prevailing types of deposits in both 
the cretaceous and nummulitic strata is in the ground, described by 
Colonel Godwin-Austen, on the confines of the Gdro and Khasi hills, 
where the upper tertiaries have been almost denuded away from the base 
of the range, and here a partial unconformity was noticed between these 
systems. 

The general character of the nummulitic series at the foot of the Khdsi 
hills is shown by the section in the Tharia river, where the following beds 
are exposed, all tvitli a high southerly dip : — * 


Feet, 

7. Limestone, coarse, massive, blue 200 

6. Sandstone, clear, yellowish, coarsish , • • « * 100 

5. Limestone, fine, compact, blue or pink • » v • « 200 

4, Sandstone, earthy, greenish, ochrey « . « • • 50 

3. Limestone 5 ^ 

2. Sandstone, jellowish 100 

I. Limestone 200 


Totkl • 900 

On the highlands immediately to the south-west of the station of Cherra 
Punji, there is a small plateau of nummulitic strata, very much reduced 
in thickness. The bottom 8o feet are of limestone, covered by about an 
equal thickness of sandstone, not markedly different from the underlying 
cretaceous rock. At about ten feet above the limestone there is a thick 
seam of bright coal, the well known Cherra coal.® The limestone rests 

1 * Memoirs, I, 140, 185, (1858); Setords, KKll, 
I i 67 > {*889). 


• Records, XX, 43, (1887). 

* Mrmoirs, VII, l6|> (18^). 



330 GECLOGV OK INDI^— EXTRA HIMAI-A VAN TERIIXRY. [Chap. XIII. 

directly upon the surface of the Cherra sandstone, without any sign 
of denudation, and the bedding is parallel, ha\ing a southerly slope 
of thiee degrees.^ The fossils from this limestone were determined 
by Dr. Stoliczka; portions of the reck consist almost entirely of small 
Specimens of Operetdina canalifera^ Ntimmulitcs hicasana^ and 
M rafftoTidr] both the last species very small, species of echinoderms, 
fragments of oysters, Pecten^ Cardium salteri and fragments of Natica 
Ccritkiunij Tiirritella^ etc.* 

Close to the north of the coal hill, the nummulitic beds occur again in 
equal thickness, under the native tow’ii of Cherra Punji. The limestone 
is not seen heie, but this may be partly due to concealment. The num* 
mulitic sandstone forms the highest ground of the plateau from Cherra 
Punji to beyond Surarim, Carbonaceous markings are frequent in it, 
and at Lairangao, four miles north of Ohf^rra village, there is a workable 
seam of coal. It is at about the same height over the cretaceous sandstone 
as the seam at Cherra, but the underlying beds are all sandstone 
and shale, except one bottom bed ol limestone, resting on the Cherra 
sandstone. In this limestone bed Operculina canalifera and Nummulites 
lamarcki are very common ; with these occur a Trochocyaihus, Styloccsnia 
vicaryiy Echinolampas spheroidahs^ a small Cardita^ Pecten, Naiica roualtiy 
Ketlosioma marginatum^ a ZisiphinuSy the small Cerithium hookeri^ casts 
of a large Natica^ Certthium and Terehellum? 

Under Surarim, only a mile from Lairangao, this bottom bed of lime- 
stone is wanting, being apparently overlapped by the carbonaceous 
sandstones, which themselves come to an end in a low bluff, two miles 
further north, near w'here the road bifurcates. 

In the corresponding section on the Bogapdni, below Chela, there is a 
coaly layer in the sandstone just over the bottom limestone, which may 
sufficiently establish the identity of these two bottom bands with those on 
the plateau above, the marine bed having increased in thickness, and 
this marine character is here strongly stamped upon the whole series. 

In the Khisi hills, at least on the Cherra section, the noitheru thinning 

1 This Uttlft plateau at Cherra offers are- iS< 7 c. XXXVIII, pt. ii, 2i, (1869). 

markable Ixi^tance of a form of denudation ® Memoirs^ VII, 167, (i 85 g). The fosails de- 
tbatisnot^ perhaps, taken sufficient account scribed from eastern Bengal by MM. D*ArchUc 
of In geoiogical expUiiations. The scarp is and Haime in their “Groupe Numraulitique de 
very regular a.»d well defined at many points j KInde” were all from the Khisi hills j but their 
but the upper surface of the area, about a specimens were so mixed, probably even inclu- 
square mile in extent, is a chaos of tilted masses ding fossils from the cretaceous beds, that the 
of the upper sandstone. This is clearly dtta value oi their identifications xs dou tful. As 
to the more or less complete removal by solu« the authors themselves remark — ** On voit quM 
tIoQ of the supporting limestone. Colonel y a un certain vague dans les rapports de 
Godwin‘‘Austen has described a much larger plusieurs des assises que nous venous 
instaoce of this form of denudation in the d*itidiquer”— Z. <?., p, 177. 

Gdro hills, where a considerable enclosed catch*. ® These fossils were determined by Dr* 

ment basin is drained underground. Stoliczka,- VII, 167, (1869). 
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out of the n urn muHtic series upon tha gneissic plateau is not so dearly 
seen as in the case of the cretaceous rocks, because only remnants ol 
the bottom bands are preseived theie. It will be seen ho\ve\er, from what 
has gone before, that there is a distinct indication of a northerly thinning 
out of the lower tertiary beds and a disappearance of the marine type uf 
deposits. The nummulitics have not been observed anywhere to rest upon 
the gneiss, so there is no proof of their having overlapped the cretaceous 
deposits, but it is presumable that they did so, for the sequence is con* 
formable, or at least parallel and undisturbed, and the nummulitics extend 
close up to the northern boundary, where the cretaceous beds are very thin. 

The great thickening of the series in the sections at the southern foot 
of the hills points to the same conclusion, and if the occurrence of coaly 
beds in the Bogap^ni below Chela at a horizon corresponding to bed No. 2 
of the section may be taken to indicate an equivalence with the coal bear- 
ing sandstone of the plateau, there is not only a great thickening of this and 
the underlying group, but there are some 600 feet of overlying strata which 
do not appear to be represented on the plateau to the north. 

The nummulitic limestones form the most prominent features of 
the low" hills at the foot of the scarp along the Khisi area, where they 
are in much greater force than elsew'herej to the east or west. This may 
be owing to a greater elevation in this position, whereby a deeper zone of 
the basin of deposition has been exposed to view. Pure limestone is still the 
chief rock of the group on the eastern confines of the Garo hills, west of 
the Umblai, as described by Colonel Godwin-Austen, although the total 
thickness must be much less than in the Tharia section. 

To the east the nummulitic limestone is knowm to be w"ell developed 
in the North Cachar hills, where it has a thickness of 300 feet, resting on 
the cretaceous, and overlaid by the upper tertiary sandstones. In a north- 
easterly direction it has been traced as far as the hot springs of the Kapili 
valley.' 

No beds known to be of nummulitic age have yet been discovered in 
upper Assam, but a series of coal and petroleum bearing rocks, conform- 
ably overlaid by sandstones of the upper tertiary type, w'hich appear to 
represent them, is exposed near the edge of the hills north of the Brahma- 
putra valley in the Sibsigar and Dibrugarh districts. 

For detailed information regarding the distribution of the rocks 
Mr. Mallet's Memoir must be referred to.* The measures are very 
much alike in all the exposures, seams of less than a yard in thickness 
are very numerous in some sections, and not unfrequently tke coal beds 
attain much greater dimensions. In the Nimding, south of Rongreng 
in the Mikum field, there is a seam 100 feet thick, containing at least 

» T. D. LaTouche, Records, XVI, 201, (1S83). 1 « Memoirs, XU, pt. 2, (1876). 
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75 foot of solid coal, and some very thick seams have been traced for more 
than a mile without diminution. The sandstones and shales often contain 
nodules and layers of clay ironstone. Earthy and ferruginous limestone 
occurs sparingly in thin concretionary bands, also some layers of hard 
tough magnedan limestone. The coal measure shales decompose into a 
\t‘rv tenacious blue clay, differing in this respect from the Disang shales, 
hich are more clunchy. 

Un the interesting question of the age of these very important and 
exlcnbive coal measures, there is little evidence for opinion and that little 
suggests a middle tertiary horizon. The coal itself is a true coal of 
biipeiior quality, not lignite, as is attested by its composition — 

Fi\ed Volatile 

carbon, matter. 

A\erage composition of 27 Assam coals . 60*0 36*2 3*8 

Ditto of 17 Raniganj coals . 51*1 32*6 16*3 

It is not unlike the nummulitic coal of the Khisi hills, and quite unlike 
the cretaceous coal, which maintains its peculiar characteristics into close 
proximity to the Assam fields. The only fossils found in the seams 
are bad impressions of dicotyledonous leaves and no trace of animal life 
has been seen in any of the associated rocks. The strongest point in the 
argument is the closely transitional relation between the measures and the 
Tipam sandstone, which is a very typical representative of the Siwilik 
rock, and almost undoubtedly belongs to the upper tertiary period. In 
the Khdsi hills, as in the Punjab, the nummulitic coal occurs near the 
very base of the formation. There are about 1,000 feet of marine nummu- 
litics above the coal bed in the Tharia section, but the upper Assam 
coal measures, if they are nummulitic at all, would seem to belong to the 
upper limits of the series. 

The nummulitic beds in the Giro hills pass into the upper tertiaries, 
which may here be divided into a lower group of fine grained sand 
stones with marine fossils, and an upper unfossiliferous group of rusty 
sandstones, variable in grain, with grey shales. 'I'hese uppermost tertiary 
beds have not yielded any fossils to recent observers, but in 1821 Mr. Cole- 
brooke read to the Geological Society of London ^ some observations 
on these rocks by Mr. David Scott, then Commissioner of Kuch Behar. 
In those days the Brahmaputra flowed at the foot of the hills, and at one 
spot on the left bank Mr. Scott found some fossils. The exact locality 
is not given, but it was somewhere between the Kiln and Mahendraganj 
(or Karibiri), probably nearer the latter place. The position in the series 
is not known, but it seems certain that the bed belonged to the rocks of 
the hill^ not to the older alluvium, for it is described as at the foot of a 

^ Gfoi Trans.t series W, I, 132, (1824). 
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Miiall hill, rising about twenty teet o\er the g< neral cle\ati(m of the plain. 
1 he fossils were a strange mixture of marine with land and fre^b water forms, 
and amongNt them Mr. Pentland described* the teeth of nthnicotherium 
a specks that has since been found in the Manchhar (upper 
miocene) beds of Sind.* 

The change of character that is so marked in the cretaceous and 
nummuUtic deposits from w^est to east has not been observed in the upper 
tcrtiaries ; there certainly can be no striking feature of this kind. A 
massive soft greenish sandstone is the most prominent rock. It is some- 
what like the common Siwdlik rock, but more earthy and of darker hue. 
The associated beds are mostly grey shales, unlike the brown and ochrey 
clays of the sub-HimAla}an series, and the fossils show that even at the 
western end of the range the deposits are, in part at least, marine. In Mr. 
Scott’s notes of the section on the Brahmaputra, local contortions are 
noticed, and this condition increases eastwards. On the Suniesari, 
nearly sixty miles further east, where the tertiary zone is fourteen miles 
wide, the state of disturbance is still only partial.® At the southern edge 
of the hills the dip is 40° to the south, in very new’ looking strata, there 
is then abroad band in which the beds are flatly undulating, after which 
they rise again with a steady and increasing southerly dip. 

Nothing like a general unconformity in the tertiary series was noted in 
the section of the Sumesari. 

Further east lies the ground described by Colonel Godw’in- Austen on the 
confines of the Garo and Khisi areas, where the upper tertiary rocks have 
been almost denuded away from the base of the range, the little that is left 
of them being nearly vertical. Here, too, is the transition ground of the 
prevailing marine type of deposits in both the cretaceous and nummulitic 
strata. Here a partial unconformity was noticed betw’een these formations 
and this is tlie only position in the w’estern part of the range where the 
upper terfiaries ha\e been found on the plateau inside tlie line of dis- 
turbance. The summit of Ncngkulang hill (2,070 feet) is formed of 
rusty sandstones and shales, resting horizontally upon the undisturbed 
nummulitic limestone. In a collection of fossils from these beds, sent by 
Colonel Godwin-Austen, Dr. Stoliczka found the genera Conus^ Doltum, 
Dentalium^ Cardita^ Cardium^ Tellina^ Nucuia^ Leda^ Cucull^ea ^ and 
several others, and he remarked that none of the species, so far as 
recognisable, appeared to be identical w’ith those know’n from the num- 
mulitic beds of the same district. 1 his fact suggests that these detached 
beds on the heights may be an overlap of some beds of the senes 
higher than those that seem to be in transitional sequence with the 


^ Ceol, Trans y series ii 11 , 393, (1S29). 
• Reccids, X, 77, (187;). 


* Mewoifs, VII, 193, (1869). 
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Muhimulitics in the sections, to the nest. This, \k*vv is strengthened 
bv the fact that Colonel Godw in- Austen observed some cases of local 
denudation unconformity between these fossiliterous sandstones and the 
nummulitic limestone, the stiata being still quite parallel.^ 

*1 he exposure of upper tertiaries south of the Giro hills narrow s in an 
easterly direction, and from about twenty miles east of the Sumesari river 
the disturbed upper tertiaries have been removed by denudation, along the 
foot of the Khdsi and Jaintia hills 1 hey come in again where the strike 
of the disturbance, which marks the southern margin of the plateau of the 
Assam range, turns north-easterly, and occupy a large area in the billy 
country between Assam and Burma, and to the south of the Cachar valley. 

The obseivations in this country are scanty and scattered. In the 
Kasom range, on the eastern limit of Manipur territory, they consist ot 
sandstones with but few argillaceous bands, containing numerous car- 
bonised fossil tree trunks, and nests of coaly matter, but no coal seams 
were observed. Further south, however, well marked coal seams have 
been found in what appear to be the same beds on the west side of the 
Chindwin river. Fossil resin was found in the Manipur hills, and it is 
probable that the amber mines of Upper Burma are excavated in beds of 
this age.* 

Further north marine fossils, among w'hich is an undetermined 
species of Venus, were found near Sdmaguting in beds which probably 
represent the lower group of the Gdro hills. 

In upper Assam, the upper tertiary beds were described by Mr. Mallet as 
the Tipam and Dihing groups. The greenish grey, pepper and salt, 
sandstone of the Tipam range undoubtedly alternates with the top beds 
of the coal measures, but the shaly beds rapidly cease and the sandstone 
becomes very massive. Some coaly partings were also observed well up 
in the Tipam group, and fossil wood, whether silicified or semicar- 
bonised, sometimes in very large blocks, is common throughout this great 
sandstone formation, as well as in the upper conglomeratic beds. 

The upper (Dihing) group is less like the corresponding group of the 
Siwdfiks ^n is the Tipam sandstone, and two points are noteworthy 4n 
it. Some of the bottom beds are coal conglomerates, made up almost 
exclusively of rolled fragments of coal, presumably of the coal seams 
underlying the llpam group. This peculiar conglomerate has been 
observed, at great distances apart, at the top of the Tipam sandstone 
along the main fault. The ordinary conglomerates of the group are 
composed of well rolled pebbles of fine hard sandstone, identical in 
appearance with the Disang sandstone. The beds associated with these 

• ^mr. A 9 > See, 8 eng., XXXVIII, pt. H, 14, 1 > Memoirs, XIX, aad, (1883). 

16, (iSSjl). 1 
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conglomerates are blue sandy clays, not like the brown and red cla>s ol 
the upper Siw^liks, at least of north-western India. 

The distribution of these upper tertiary sandstones presents some 
peculiarities w’hich require notice. At the eastern end of the Assam range 
they come in W'here the zone of disturbance which marks its southern 
face diminishes in intensity and at the same time turns to the north- 
east. From here they extend eastwards into the Patkoi range^ but 
do not extend across the hill country of Manipur. In the parallel of 
Manipur city there is a stretch of about 100 miles broad of pretertiary 
beds, before the upper tertiaries are again found capping the range which 
looks down on the Chindwin valley. To the north of the valley of 
Maripur the upper terti->ries are found capping the higher ranges, and 
further north, in the Angimi NigA hills, there is only some ten or twelve 
miles between the boundary of the sandstones forming the high peak of 
Japvo and the margin of the eastern area of upper tertiaries. No details 
are known of the geology of the hills to the north-east of this, but the pre- 
tertiary slates and sandstones of Manipur and the Angdmi Nigd country, 
appear to be represented by the Dtsang group in the coal fields of upper 
Assam. Whether there is a continuous outcrop of pretertiary slates 
in the intervening ground is not known, but in the Singpho country 
further east, the pretertiary beds are completely cut out by the tertiaries, 
which extend continuously from the plain to the crest of the range. 

In a southerly direction from Manipur much the same appears to take 
place, for east of Chittagong Mr. La Touche found nothing but tertiary 
rucks on the route across the hills. It would seem, therefore, that the 
Manipur hills are an area of special elevation from which the newer beds 
have been removed by denudation. 

In the last paragraph it has been assumed that these deposits originally 
extended over the area w^here they are now wanting. There is no direct 
proof that they ever did so, and the general resemblance in type to the 
Siwiliks along the foot of the Himalayas might suggest that they were 
deposited under similar circumstances, and that their original was not very 
different from their present extension, but in spite of a certain lithological 
similarity to the Himalayan Siwiliks, there is a much greater uniformity 
on different sections than they exhibit. The present boundaries, too, are in 
all cases evidently due to denudation, and there can be little doubt that 
they once extended right across the hills which separate Assam from 
Burma, at any rate north of Manipur. The presence of marine fossils in 
these sandstones shows that they were deposited under different condi- 
tions to the Himdlayan Siwdliks, which we will see were formed 
subaerially by streams, under circumstances closely resembling those 
that now prevail along the foot of the Himdlayan range. 
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Upper tertiary beds occupy a large area in Upper Burma, both in the 
valleys of the Irawadi and Chind^^in rivers, and in the hills to the west of 
them. Little is known of this area, as no detailed geological survey 
has yet been practicable. Coal seams are found interbedded with the sand- 
stones west of the Chindnin river, and of the Irawadi above Mandalay, as 
also in the small outlying patcher of upper tertiaries in the Shan hills. 
Further south the petroleum of Burma is derived from upper tertiary beds, 
though there are also some occurrences of very minor importance in the 
older tertiary rocks of Pegu. 

It is not till we reach the province of Pegu that anything approaching a 
detailed account of the tertiary deposits is available, where they were 
divided by Mr, Theobald into three main groups, supposed to correspond 
more or less to the eocene, miocene, and pliocene of the European classi- 
fication, tut it will be best to retain the local nomenclature, as the fossil 
evidence is by no means sufficient to establish their complete equivalence. 
The three main tertiary groups are as follows ; ^ ► 


3. ossil wood group .... Sand gravels, etc., with silicified wood and 

mammalian bones. 

2. Pegu group « . . • • Shales and sandstones, occasionally cal- 

careous; fossils numerous, 

I, Nummulitic . . , , , Shales and sandstone, with some lime- 

stone bands containing nummulites, etc. 

There is but little to distinguish the nummulitic beds of Pegu from the 
Mai and Negrais rocks, beyond the much smaller amount of alteration 
that they have undergone, the more frequent appearance of fossils, 
and the occasional occurrence of limestone containing nummulites, especial- 
ly in the higher part of the group. The ordinary beds are sandstones 
and shales, unaltered but frequently hard and compact. The distinction 
from the Negrais rocks is far from absolute. The tendenej to a passage 

between the two, at the foot of the hills, has already been noticed, and 

there are in places, within the nummulitic area, hills formed of hardened 
masses, perhaps older than the rocks around, but which have much the 
appearance of being the same beds, slightly altered. 

The main outcrop of the nummulitic rocks extends from north to south 
throughout the province of Pegu, between the Arakan hills and the Irawadi 
river. The beds have a general dip to the eastward, but to the southward 
it is difficult, if not impossible, to define the base of the formation, on account 
of the apparent passage from the nummulitic into the Negrais rocks. To 
the northward, west of Thayetmyo, near the former boundary of British 
territory, the section is better defined.* In the Hlwa ^Lhowa) stream. 


* Mtmtirs, X, 227, (1873). 

• The beds formerly classed as Iriassic, on 
the strength of n mistaken identiHcation of a 
bOdbil {suprm^ p, 145) must be included with 


the niimmuUtics. The inforn ation necessi* 
tating this change was not received in time to 
be incorporated in the teat or m the geologi- 
cal map. 
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sixteen miles west by south of Thayctmyo, llp^^ards of 4,000 feet of hard 
sandstones, mostly grey, and of blue, grey, or yellow shales, are exposed, 
but throughout all this thickness of beds no fossil remains ha\e been de- 
t«*cted, except a few carbonaceous markings. Apparently, at a some^^hat 
higher horizon 011 the Ma-tun stream, ^\hich joins the Hlwa from the 
north, there is a great thickness of massive blue shaUs, of rather a dark 
indigo blue in general, but sometimes of lighter colour. These shales 
cannot be much less than 3,000 feet in thickness, but they are almost 
as unfossiliferous as the sandstones and shales on the Hlwa, the only 
organic remains found being some cycloid fi^h scales. Above these 
there is again a great thickness of sandstones and shales, mostly un- 
fossiliferous, but containing a few layers with nummulites, and at the top 
of the whole group is a band of nummulitic limestone, fiom 10 to 100 feet 
thick. This limestone, however, is by no means continuous. Where it 
occurs, it seems to be the uppermost band of the group, but it frequently 
appears to thin out, and in fact to consist of irregular lenticular bands in 
shale, rather than of an unbroken bed. Denudation may, perhaps, have 
removed the limestone in places before the deposition of the next group. 
Other bands of limestone occur at a lower horizon, but they are more 
irregular than that at the top of the group. 

The whole thickness of the formation must be considerable — probably 
not less than 10,000 feet but no estimate of any value can be made, 
on account of the imperfect manner in which the rocks are seen. In 
northern Tegu, west of Thayetmyo, the breadth of the eocene outcrop 
from east to west is seventeen miles, but, a few miles to the south, 
the width diminishes, till, w^est of Proine, it is not more than six. The 
belt again expands in breadth near Akauktaung, on the Irawadi abo\e 
Myanaurg, but the beds are very poorly exposed in general, being covered 
with gravel and other later deposits. Farther to the southw^ard, west of 
Myanaung and Henzada, the nummulitic rocks are much concealed by 
posttertiary gravels and from Henzada to Basseiii the only rocks seen 
west of the Irawadi plain are the altered Negrais beds. The nummulitic 
strata re-appear west of Bassein, and continue thence to Cape Negrais, 
but still the rocks are much concealed by gravel. Throughout the area, 
however, limestone with nummulites occasionally appears amongst the 
higher beds of the group, and a’ peculiar, very fine, white or greenish, 
argillaceous sandstone, with Foraminifera^ seen -at Puriam point east of 
the Bassein river, and in Long island of that river, is also probably one of 
the uppermost eocene beds. This rock, known as Andagu^iyaukj or 
image stone, is employed by the Burmese for carving into images of 
Buddha, and is quarried to some extent for that purpose. 

It is possible that nummulitic beds may crop out in places amongst the 
miocene rocks of the Prome district, but the only know n exposure of the 
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former in Pegu, apart from the belt just noticed as extending along the 
eastern side of the Arakan Yoma, is in a small ridge, known as Thon- 
(loung, or lime hill, about five miles south of Thayetmyo. This ridge con- 
sists in great part of nummulitic limestone, resting upon shales and 
sandstones. In 1855 a promising bed of coal, 4 feet thick, was discover- 
ed in the latter, but it proved so irregular as to be of no value, the coal 
thinning out, and passing into a clay with mere laminae and patches of 
coaly matter, in the course of a few feet.^ 

To the west of the Arakan range, limestone with nummulites has been 
noticed near Keantali, and there can be but little doubt that eocene beds 
extend along the coast for a considerable distance. The islands of 
Ramrf and Cheduba consist of sandstones and shales closely resembling 
those of Arakan, and doubtless belonging to the same series.* These 
beds are also very similar to the nummulitic rocks of Pegu. A few 
seams of coal have been found, resembling in character the nummulitic 
coal of Assam, and petroleum is obtained in several places. The lime- 
stone on the eastern side of Ramrf island, as already mentioned, re- 
sembles that of the Arakan coast near Ma-f and Taung-gup, and may, there- 
fore, be cretaceous, but there is no marked character by which the rocks 
of the island can be divided into two series. 

Above the nummulitic formation of Pegu there is an immense thick- 
ness of soft shales and sandstones, often fossiliferous, but almost destitute 
of any horizon distinguished either by mineralogical characters or by 
organic remains. 1 he base of this group is assumed to coincide with the 
band of nummulitic limestone already mentioned, but there is no clear 
evidence that this bed is the uppermost rock of the eocene group, and no 
unconformity has been detected between the nummulitic rocks and the 
next strata in ascending order. The upper limit of the middle tertiary 
rocks of Pegu is equally ill defined, there being a gradual passage from 
clays and sandstones with marine fossils into the gravels and sands with 
silicified fossil wood and mammalian bones. 

The fact is that without a thorough knowledge of the fossils the classi- 
fication of rocks so obscure and so ill seen as those of Pegu is a simple 
impossibility, and until the tertiary molluscs, ecbinoderms, and corals of 
southern Asia are better knowm, it is hopeless to attempt more than a 
general rough arrangement of the Burmese tertiaries* In the absence of 
sufficient fossil data for the proper determination of different beds, all that 
has been attempted at present is to class together all the marine beds ot 
Pegu above the nummulitic limestouei and without nummulites* The 
group thus constituted has been named the Pegu group frcm its form- 
ing the greater part of the Pegu Yoma between the irawadi and Sittaung 
*T. Oldliam, SrL Gw#. Ittdtn, X, 9ft. (18316). M F. R. Malftt XL igi, (1878). 
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There can be no doubt that a portion ot this group is of miocene age, and 
corresponds generally to the Gaj group of Sind Lut it is probable that 
representatives of other groups are included, 

1 he only approach to a subdivision of the Pegu group that has been 
suggested is the separation of a considerable thickness of soft unfosaili- 
ferous blue shales, which rest upon the upper nummulitic stiata near 
Prome, and underlie the typical fossiliferons middle teitiary beds. These 
shales have been called the Sitsyahn shales, from a village on the frawadi, 
eight and a half miles above Prome, whilst the overlying sandstones and 
shales with fossils are distinguished as Prome beds, from their occur- 
rence in the neighbourhood of Prome. The Sitsyahn shales consist of blue 
clunchy clay with indistinct bedding, and greatly resemble some of the 
nummulitic shales, except that they are somewhat paler in colour. The 
thickness of the subdivision is about Soo feet, and the teds have been 
traced for a considerable distance along the upper limit of the nummulitic 
rocks in the Prome district. 

The Prome beds succeed the Sits} ahn shales conformably, and are 
composed of grey sandstones, occasionally hard, but frequently argilla- 
ceous or shal3% hard jellow sandstones, and shales or clays of various 
colours. A section of about 2,500 feet of these beds is seen oppobite 
Prome on the right bank of the Irawadi, and probably a much greater 
thickness exists east of the river. One of the most fossiliferous beds is a 
band of blue clay exposed at Ka-ma on the Irawadi, eighteen miles above 
Prome. The position of this band is high, and, above it, abed, abounding 
in and a hard sandstone containing corals belonging to the 

genus CladocLTa^ are the high est rocks of the group, and mark the passage 
into the fossil wood beds. 

It is almost useless to give any palaeontological details. Foraminijeta 
and Echinodermata are rare, and the mollusca are not, as a rule, very 
characteristic forms. A sessile cirriped, very common in some beds, 
closely resembles Balamus sublssvis of the miocene in Sind^ A few' small 
crabs occur, and small corals and sharks’ teeth are common. 

In one locality, Mmet-taung (Myay-net-toung), twenty-four miles east- 
south-east of Thayetmyo, a bedded volcanic rock, consisting of greyish 
trap, occurs interstratified with the rocks of the Pegu group and, to all 
appearance, contemporaneous. Nothing has been ascertained as to the 
source of this igneous formation. 

The Pegu group forms nearly the whole of the great range of hills, 
known as the Pegu Yoma, between the Irawadi and Sittaung, no older 
rocks being know'n, with any certainty, to occur in the country between the 
two rivers. The area occupied by the middle tertiary beds is very broad 
to the northward, where it extends from considerably west of the Irawadi 
to the base of the metamorphic hills east of the Sittaung, and contracts 
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gradually between the alluvial plains of the two rivers to the southward, 
till it terminates in a long, narrow spur at Rangoon. West of the Irawaci, 
the Pegu group extends to a little below Prome, and some hills on the 
opposite side of the river below Prome are formed of the same beds. It 
is, however, not quite certain that no older rocks appear between the 
Irawadi and Sittaung for a species of Pseudot/zadema, a genus of 
echinoderms with cretaceous affinities, has been found in some beds in east- 
ern Prome and a Terehratiila with a very cretaceous aspect w^as obtained 
near the town of Pegu. In the former case the beds appear to be high 
in the Pegu group, but owing to the great extent to which the surface of 
the country is concealed, both by gravel and other alluvial deposits, and 
by forest, it is most difficult to make out the geology satisfactorily, so that 
low er beds may have been brought up to the surface by faults or otherwise. 
In the case near Pegu the position of the beds is uncertain. 

A small island, knowm as Kau-ran-gyi on the Arakan coast, is com- 
posed of a very pale brown or cream coloured, calcareous sandstone 
or earthy limestone, containing echinoderms, molluscs, sharks' teeth, 
and other fossils. The same rock occurs also at Nga-tha-mu on the 
mainland opposite Kau-ran-gyi island, but has not been detected else- 
where. The most abundant amongst the fossils are a species of Lobophora 
{Echinodiscus) Echinolampas^ apparently E. jacquemoniti^ one 

of the commonest fossils of the Gaj group in Sind. The Echinodiscus also 
closely resembles a Gaj species. The bed is somewhat 'similar to the 
miiioHte of KithidwAr, and may represent a portion of the Pegu group, 
but it is more probably of later date. One of the sharks' teeth, however, 
closely resembles one found in the Pegu group south of Thayetmyo. 

The highest member of the tertiary series in Pegu is distinguished 
by the abundance of silicified dicotyledonous wood, and is the source 
whence all the fragments of that substance, so abundant in the older and 
newer alluvial gravels of the Irawadi, are derived. The fossil-wood 
group IS much coarser than the underlying formations, and consists 
of sands, gravels, and a few beds of clay or shale, all, as a rule, being soft 
and incoherent, although occasionally hard sandstone or conglomerate 
bands occur. The group is thus subdivided : — 

a. Fossil^ood Sand, in part gravelly and conglomeratic, characterised by 

a profusion of conncretions of iron peroxide. 

3. Fine siliy clay^ with a few small pebbles. 

€, Sands, shales, and a few conglomerate beds, with a little concretionary iron 
peroxide. 

The lowest beds, which pass downwards into the marine bands of the 
Pegu group, contain occasional silicified rolled fragments of wood, and a 
few mammalian bones. Some sharks’ teeth also occur. The thickness of 
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none of the subdivisions has been clearly ascertained, but the lower 
sands must comprise beds some hundreds of feet thick. The tme silty 
clay dees not exceed about 40 feet in thickness. This bed is quite un- 
fossiliferous, neither fossil w’ood nor bones having been found in it, and 
pebbles are rare, though a few occur. It thus forms a marked band in the 
group, and contrasts with the beds above and below it. 

The upper fossil wood sands and gravels are by far the most import- 
ant members of the formation, and it is from them that the greater por- 
tion of the silicified wood is derhed. This wood occurs in the form of 
large and small masses, some being trunks of trees 40 or 50 feet long ; 
usually, however, such masses display marks of attrition, as if the tree 
stems had been transported to a distance and rolled, before being silicified. 
The wood is always, or nearly always, exogenous, a few rolled fragments 
of endogenous wood, found in newer formations, being, nevertheless, 
probably derived from the present group. The wood is not coniferous, 
but owing to the very considerable amount of decomposition it had 
undergone previous to silicification, its nature is difficult to determine. 
Besides the fossil wood another characteristic of this portion of the group 
is the abundance of concretionary nodules of hyd**ated iron peroxide, 
w’hich are in places so numerous as to have furnished a supply of iron ore 
for the native furnaces. Mammalian bones are of only local occurrence. 

The following is a list of the Veriebraia^ exclusive of sharks* teeth 
hitherto obtained in the Iraw'adi valley from the beds of the fossil wood 
group. Those marked with an asterisk being also found in the Siwaliks 
of the sub-Himilayas : — 

Mammalia. 

Tapyrm^ sp. 


UrsttSy sp. 

EUpkas {Sf€godcn) clifiiu 
Mastodon latidens* 

„ sivalonsis^ 
Rhinoceros iravadicus. 

„ perimensis, 

Crocodilus, sp. 

GharialiSy sp. 

Testiido* sp. 

Colossochclys atlas. 


Equus, sp. 

Hippopotamus [Hexaproiodon ) iravadicus„ 
*Merytopotainus dtssimiJis. 

CervuSy sp. 

Visknutherium iravad cum. 

BoSy sp. 

RtPTlLlA-* 

Emys, sp. 

Trionyx. Sp. 

Emyda, sp. 

1 


The proportion of species identified wdth Siwalik forms is rather less 
than in the case of Perim Island, only five out of fourteen species of mamrbals 
being regarded as identical, yet the general facies of the two faunas is 


> These genera are recorded amongst the 
Ava specimens in the collection of the Asiatic 
Society (Falconer, Catalogue of the Fossil Re- 
xRSuns of Vertebratai in the Masentn of the 


Asiatic Society of Bengal, Calcutta, 1S59. 
p. 30); but as all the specimens were un la- 
belled, theie is some doubt about the locality. 
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very similar. Both contain a considerable proportion of living genera un- 
known in the middle tertiaries of Europe, together with some older forms, 
and the Irawadi fauna may be regarded as approximately of the same age 
as the upper Siwdliks, or pliocene if the views as to the relations of the 
Siwdlik fauna advocated in the piesent work be accepted. Silicified wood 
abounds in places in some of the Siwilik beds of the Punjab and in the 
Manchhar beds of Sind, and is occasionally found in the sub-HimdIayan 
Sivvciliks though the remains of trees are for the most part carbonised. 

Independently of the fact that the rocks supplying the materials 
from which the beds have been derived east and west of the Bay of Bengal 
are probably very distinct, there is some doubt as to the conditions under 
which the Burmese beds were deposited, owing to the frequent occurrence 
of sharks’ teeth, and it has been suggested that the fossil wood group may 
have been, in part at least marine or estuarine. The silicified wood itself 


is never bored by xylophagous mollusca {Teredinidse or Pholadidse) and 
as not only all wood floating on the sea, but all found anywhere in tidal 
creeks in India at the present day, and even the dead trunks and branches 
of trees in places flooded by the tide, are riddled by boring molluscs, it is 
extremely improbable that the wood found in the Burmese pliocene beds 
can have been immersed for any length of time in salt water, whilst the 
tree stems can scarcely have been silicified before being imbedded, as they 
would have been in that case too heavy to be transported. It is true that 
the beds containing sharks’ teeth are not those in which the fossil wood 


is most abundant, but still some fragments of wood occur with the teeth, 
and mammalian bones are common. The beds generally are much too 
coarse for estuarine deposits, and if they are marine it is difficult to under- 
stand why no molluscs, echinoderms, or corals occur. On the whole, it is 
most probable that the fossil wood beds, like the Siwdliks and Manchhars, 
are fluviatile or subaerial, deposited by streams and rain wash, and that 
the sharks inhabited rivers, as some species do at the present day. 

The fossil wood beds in Pegu are evidently the mere remnants of a 
formation which once occupied a far more extensive area, the former exist- 
j being shown by the occurrence in abundance of fragments 
of silicified wood far beyond the present limits of the group. Judging 
from the occurrence of the larger blocks of fossil wood alone, and neglecting 
t e sm ragments in the alluvial gravels, the beds of the present group 
ormer y extended far to the southward of their present limits, probably 
aong e w o e eastern side of the Arakan Yoma, and almost certainly 

^ the Pegu range. A considerable area in the 

Si taung valley, north of Taung-ngu (Tonghoo), is also occupied by the 
® no traces of the former existence of this group is 
** o t e Kabaung stream, which joins the Sittaung from the 

s war a itt e e ow Taung-ngu. There is rather more clay associated 
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with the pliocene beds in the Sittaung than in the Irawadi \ alley whilst 
in two small outlying patches, east and north of Taung ngu, the group 
is. represented by a form of laterite containing numerous pebbles. 

In Upper Burma the same beds are very extensi\ely developed. They 
occupy large areas both east and west of the Irawadi, and between the 
Irawadi and the Chindwin above their confluence, as well as west of the 
hitter river. The details of their stratigraphy and di:.tribution have 
not yet been worked out, and there is no published information suffi- 
ciently detailed or connected to be incorporated in this work. The 
petroleum of Upper Burma is derived from beds which appear to lie at 
the base of the fossil wood group, or the upper limit of the Pegu group. 

North of where the Irawadi crosses from the eastern to the western 
side of the depression between the hills of western China and the Shan 
states on the one hand, and of Manipur and the Arakan Yoina on the 
other, there are a number of intrusions and volcanic outbursts in the ter- 
tiary beds where exact age has not been determined, but appears to range 
from upper tertiary to plebtocene. 


Although nothing definite is known as to the age of the beds 
associated with coal in Tenasserim, except that they are in all probability 
tertiary, there is more likelihood that they belong to the newer tertiaries 
than to the older. Tlicy consist of conglomerates, sandstones, soft shales, 
and beds of coal. The conglomerates are never coarse, the pebbles seldom 
exceeding a few inches in diameter; the sandstones are fine, gritty, and 
pebbly, clean white quartzose sands, or earthy and of a yellowish tint ; and 
the shale beds are of a bluish green or blackish tint, very regularly disposed 
in thin laminae. The coal is also in thin laminae, with earthy bands. 

These coal bearing deposits, whose total thickness nowhere exceeds 
900 to 1,000 feet, are never traceable continuously over any extended 
area. They ate found occupying isolated and detached basins in the 
great north and south valley of the Tenasserim river, between the main 
dividing range separating British Burma from Siam to the eastward, 
and the outer ridges near the sea coast to the westward. The small 
tracts of tertiary rocks are in all probability of fresh water origin, and 
have much the appearance of having been deposited in the small basins 
they now occupy. The only organic remains found are dicotyledonous 
leaves and scales and bones of fish.^ 


In the Andaman and Nicobar islands the upper tertiaries are repre- 
sented by soft limestones formed of coral and shell sand, soft calcareous 


* T. Oldham, Sel. See, t!evt, India, X, 34, {i8sd)> 
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sandstones and white clays with some bands containing pebbles of coral ^ 
They form the whole of the archipelago east of the great Andaman, whenc( 
they have been called the Archipelago series ; they are also developed in the 
great Andaman, more especially in the northern islands and on the west 
coast, as well as in the Nicobar islands. The only fossils that have been 
found are Polycystina?, which were described by Ehrenberg from the clays 
of Nancowry harbour.* 

No contact section has yet been observed, showing their relations 
to the rocks, sandstones and shales, which are regarded as the equiva- 
lents of the Negrais rocks of the Arakan Yoma, but the generally newer 
appearance of the rocks, their less disturbed condition, and the fact that 
pebbles of serpentine have been found in beds which there seems good 
reason for referring to this series, leaves little room for doubt that they 
are newer, and not, as has been suggested, merely a lithological variety 
indicating different conditions of deposition. 


• For details, see H. Rink, Die Nikobaris- 
ehen Inseln., Copenhagen, 1847, and Seh Rec, 
Covi, India, LXXVII, 109—154, (1870);?. von 
Hocbstetter, Reise dor Novara, 11 , xi2, 
x 864 ), and R^eord^, 11 , 59—73, (1869)} V. 


Ball, As, Sos. Beng^, XXXIX, pt. 2, 
^Si 231 » (*870); R. D Oldham, Rec'ifds, 
XVIII. 13s. (1885). 

* Abhandl, K„ Abad, Beilir,, 1875, p. 



CHAPTER XIV. 


TERTIAWIES OF THE HIMALAYAS. 

{Including the N.-W. Punjab.) 

Tertiaries of the central Himilaya« — Tertiarie^ of the outer Hitralayas — S>rmur series— SiwaiiK 
series — Homolaais ot the Siwaiiks— Relations of Siwalik and recent faunas. 

The description of the tertiary deposits of the Himalayan range was 
excluded from the last chapter, as their bearing on the question of the age 
of the Himalayas as a mountain chain, and certain peculiarities which they 
exhibit, resulting from their mode of origin, render it more convenient 
to consider them separately. They are exposed in two distinct areas, and 
may be distinguished, according to their geographical position, as the ter- 
tiaries of the central, and of the outer Himilayas. The latter of these 
are much the most important, whether on account of the superiScial area 
they cover, or the interest of the sections they exhibit, but it wull be most 
convenient to take up the description of the central Himdlayan tertiaries 
first and then pass on to the tertiaries of the outer or southern edge of the 
range. 

The existence of tertiary rocks in the central Himalayas has long been 
known, but even now the only information available is derived from ob- 
servations made on rapid journeys through an elevated and inhospitable 
region, w'here the rarefaction of the atmosphere offers a serious impedi- 
ment to physical exertion. 

1 he best known area is that of the upper Indus valley, w'here the 
tertiaries extend, for a distance of two hundred miles, in a south-easterly 
direction from Kargil in Kashmir territory. Along the whole of the north- 
eastern boundary, from Kargil to beyond Leh, if not to the extreme limit 
of Kashmir territory, they rest in unconformable contact with the metamor- 
phic rocks. Between Khalsi and Leh the lowest beds consist of coarse 
grained, sharp, felspathic sandstones, containing a large proportion of 
grains of undecomposed felspar, and including numerous large boulders of 
syenite and angular blocks of an intensely hard hornstone porphyry, whose 
original source is unknown. These beds have been looked upon, with 
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some degree of reason, as probably of glacial origin.^ They occur at the 
base of the nummulitics and no break or unconformity has been detected ; 
they are however overlaid by black carbonaceous shaly beds very like 
those of the carboniferous of Kashmfr. and as no similar rock has been de- 
tected in the western portion of the outcrop, where th#* original contact 
with the pretertiary rocks is exhibited, it is possible that the glacial beds 
belong to the carboniferous period, and that there is an undetected break 
between them and the overlying unmistakeable nummulitics. 

The conglomeratic beds are succeeded by orange and brown sand- 
stones, often calcareous, ■which form the lowest member of the series 
farther to the north-west* A/elama, and a bivalve shell, which is probably 
a Un/Oy though it has been referred to Pholadomya or Panopcea^ have been 
found in the neighbourhood of Kargil, marking the beds as fresh water 
or estuarine in origin. 

The sandstones are succeeded by green and purple or dark red shales, 
and these are overlaid, between Khalsi and Nuria, by a thick band of 
coarse, blue, shelly limestone containing numerous discs, which are probably 
ill preserved nummulites* Above this comes a coarse limestone conglome- 
rate containing pebbles of the same limestone succeeded by shales and 
slates, generally of a grey colour. 

In the sections eastwards of Leh conglomerates are said to occur near 
the upper limit of the series, and these conglomerates contain pebbles of 
the volcanic beds, which will presently be described, and of nummulitic 
limestone. The occurrence of these last shows that the beds had locally 
been elevated and exposed to denudation, while elsewhere the process of 
deposition bad gone on continuously. 

In the central portion of the exposure the sedimentary beds are in 
direct contact with the older rocks along their south-western margin, but 
at either extremity they are separated by a great series of volcanic rocks 
of a very basic type. There can be no doubt that these rocks, which form 
the upper limit of the tertiary system ot this region, are in the main con- 
temporaneous eruptive products, as they include beds of volcanic ash and 
agglomerate,* but there are also numerous intrusive masses associated with 
the bedded traps. Basic trappean intrusions are also found in the preter- 
tiary rocks south-west of the boundary, which are evidently connected with 
these same eruptive rocks. These intrusions are interesting as, at Pugha 
and in the Markha valley south of Leh, they are composed of peridotite, 
until lately the only recorded instances of ultrabasic rocks having been 
found in India.® 

On the north-eastern and north-western boundaries the tertiaries rest 

» R.Ly4ekker, Memoirs XXH, 104, (1883)1 (i885); R, D. Oldham, Records, XXI, 154, 

D. Oldham, Records, XXI, 155, (1889). (1888). 

A McMahon, Records, XIX, 118, * C. XIX, »i5. (1886). 
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on an eroded surface of metamorphics, shoA\ing that the present boundary 
marks an original limit of deposition in these directions. The soulh-\\ e&tern 
boundary, on the ether hand, is marked by great distuibance and the ter- 
tiaries certainly extended some distance beyond their present limit.^ 
Clear evidence of this original extension is to be found not merely in the 
nature of the boundary but in the existence of an outlier of nummulitic 
limestone, originally discovered by Dr. Thomson in 1852, on the Singhe 
LA. The correctness of the observation was at one time questioned, but 
VI as completely confirmed in 1888 by Mr. Lsl Touche,* who described the 
rock as a black foetid limestone, full of nummulites, resting directly 
on the palseozoic quartzites, without any intervening deposits of littoral 
type. The occurrence of an open sea formation in this outlier points 
to a southerly extension of the eocene sea, and it would be interesting 
to know whether there was direct communication with that in which 
the nummulitics of the Punjab were deposited. No outliers of tertiary 
beds are known in the country intervening between the two principal 
exposures, but this country has not been examined in any detail, and 
has undergone such extensive denudation that, even if the nummulitics 
once extended over it, they may well have been completely removed 
or only represented by small patches, folded up wdth the older rocks, 
which would escape notice in any but the most detailed examination. 
The considerable lithological resemblance betwreen some of the beds of the 
tertiaries of the upper Indus valley and those of the SubAthu and Dagshii 
groups has been noticed by more than one observer,® but this w'ould not in 
itself be proof of former continuity, while the general shallow water type of 
the Subithu group, and its complete overlap by the DagshAi group on the 
inlier of pretertiary limestone which lies north of that at RiAsi, indi- 
cate a northern limit of deposition of the tertiaries on the southern face of 
the HimAlayas. 

The fossils do not help us in any way, for, with the exception of those 
already mentioned, the only recorded fossils are Nummuiites ramondi 
and N. exponens^ from the Markfaa valley the former species has also been 
found in the outlier of the Singhe LA,® and is known from the Kirthar and 
RAnfkot groups of Sind. Besides these, some obscure remains were obtained 
near Khalsi, which have been supposed to be Hippurites and a cepha- 
lopod allied to Hamites^ but the fossils are altogether too ill preserved 
for determination. 

Besides the outlier already mentioned, there is one composed of basic 
traps forming the peaks known as D 24 and D 25 in Zanskar. It is not 


1 R. D. Oldham, XXI, 156, <188^. 

• Records, XXI, 160, {1888). 

® F. Stoliczka, Memoirs, V, 343, (1865); R, 
Ljrdekker, if ^awa/rs, XXII , 118,(1883). 


^ F. Stoliczka, Memoirs, V,344, (1865). 

® D'Archiac et Haime ; Groupe Nuinmu- 
litiqtie de Plade, Baris, 1853, p. 176. 
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known whether these are bedded or intrusive. If the former, they are a true 
outlier of the Indus valley eocene volcanics ; if the latter they are doubt- 
less an old volcanic core, and indicate a former extension of the volcanic 
beds beyond their present limits. Some small patches of sandstone and 
conglomerate, which have been regarded as tertiary,^ are also found in the 
Chang-cheng-mo valley and near DrAs, associated in the latter locality 
with basic traps. The information regarding them is scanty, and they do 
not need detailed notice here. 

Further to the east, in Hundes. the tertiaries are described by Mr. 
Griesbach * as composed of highly altered rocks, schists, phyllites and 
crystalline limestones, in which some distorted sections of Nummuhtes 
were observed associated with intrusive diorite. Above these rocks come 
pepper and salt grey sandstones, very like some of the lower Siwilik 
sandstones, whose relation to the nummuliferous beds was not observed, 
but is said to be probably one of unconformity. Both these are highly 
disturbed, dipping to the north-east, and are unconformably covered by 
the horizontal deposits of the H undes plain, once regarded as upper 
tertiary, but now shown to be of pleistocene age. 

The only igneous rocks in this section appear to be intrusive diorites, 
but a large development of basic traps was observed by Gen. R. Strachey 
further to the north, in the neighbourhood of the great lakes of Tibet, 
which probably represents the volcanics of the Indus valley tertiaries. 

Nothing is known of the geology of the whole northern face of the Hima- 
layas east of the Hundes plain except for one spot north of Sikkim. In 
the neighbourhood of the Cholamo lakes Sir J. Hooker observed con- 
glomerates, slates and earthly red clays, and a compact blue limestone “ full 
of encrinitic fossils and probably nummulites" w^hich may be a con- 
tinuation of the central Himdlayan tertiaries.® 


The tertiaries of the outer Himilayas are found in a narrow zone of 
upper tertiary rocks, extending the whole length of the Himalayas, and 
continuous at the surface, so far as is known, except for a stretch of about 
fifty miles at the foot of the Bhutdn hills, where they are covered by a great 
accumulation of recent deposits. West of the Ganges the tertiary area 
begins to widen out, and lower beds come in, till in the extreme north-west, 
beyond the Jehlam, there is a very complete representation of the tertiary 
sequence. It is only that portion of the tertiary area which lies beyond 

*F.StoIic£ka,^tf<rdf£fc,VII,i5,(i874); R.Ly- 
defcfeor, M^mdrs, XXIl, 113, 115, {1883). 

* XXIII, 83, (1891). 


* Himalayan Journals, London, 1855, 
177 
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the western frontier of Nepdl that has been examined in any detail, and 
here the best known areas are the hills below Kumiun and Garhw al, the 
section south of Simla, and the area beyond the Jehlam river. The classi- 
fications of the rocks that were adopted by the surveyors of the north- 
western area and of that south of Simla differ from each other, but the 
intermediate country has since been examined sufficiently to show the 
probable equivalence of the rock groups as indicated in the following 
table : — 


North-West Area. 
Upper Siu^lis 

Loii^er (red and gre>} Sindlik 

Murree beds « 

Upper Nummulitic • 

Lower Nummulitic. 



Simla Area, 


Upper Tertiary 
Smdlik series 


Lo^er Tertiary 
Sirmur series 




Upper Siwdiik. 

Middle Siwdlik. 

Lower (Ndhan) Siwdlik. 
Kasauli group. 

Dagshii group. 
Subdthu group. 


According to the order of description adopted in this W’ork the lower 
nummulitic strata of the hills beyond the Jehlam, which do not, strictly 
speaking, form part of the Himalayas, would stand first for description, 
but as the reasons for considering them older than the Subdthu group can 
only be understood after the description of the Sirmur series, the strict 
chronological order will not be adhered to, and the description of these 
beds will be left till after that of the series which overlies them. It will 
be best to begin with the area which, from priority of description, must 
remain the standard to which the sections of other districts must be 
referred. 


In the hills near Simla, the marine nummulitics, with the upper groups 
of the low'er tertiaries, appear from below more recent deposits a short way 
west of the Sutlej river, and rising into the high ground of what are known 
as the lower Himalayas, extend for some 8o miles till they disappear 12 
miles east of Nahan, re«appearing as outliers east of the Ganges. 
Throughout part of this region the Sirmur series, as it has been named, ^ is 
separated from the upper portion of the tertiary system by a nanow 
strip of pretertiary rocks, and by the great dislocation, or main boundary, 
which forms one of the leading features in Himilaj'an geology. The 
rocks are everywhere highly disturbed, and structurally belong rather to 
the Himalayan area proper than to the tertiary area of the sub-Him^Iayas, 
but at the north-western extremity of the exposure they run down into the 
sub-Himilayas, and the marine group becomes covered by moie recent 
deposits in a manner that has not been worked out in detail. 


* Manual^ xst ed., p. 524 . The series was 
6 rst described as the Subdthu group {Sfemoirs, 
!lT,pt. ii, p, 74 ), a name which was suhse- 
qnentij restricted to its lowest member. The 


description in the text is partly based on 
Mr. Medlicott^s descriptions (/or. «7.), and 
partly on subsequent unpubiisbed observations 
by present writer. 
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The lowest of the three groups, into which the Sirmur series has 
been divided, is named after the military station of Subdthu, near which 
it is well exposed. It consists principally of greenish grey and red gypseous 
shales, with some subordinate lenticular bands of impure limestone and 
sandstone, the latter principally found near the top of the group. The 
beds are everywhere highly disturbed, and the boundary with the pretertiary 
slates and limestones is almost always faulted, but W'herever an original con- 
tact section is found, in the Jammu hills, at Subdthu, at the termination of the 
main Sirmur area east of Ndhan, and again in the outliers east of the Ganges, 
there is always a parallelism of stratification between the beds below and 
above the junction, and the bottom bed of the Subdthu group is a peculiar 
ferruginous rock, containing pisolitic grains of iron oxide and closely re- 
sembling the laterite of the Peninsula, whose occurrence at this horizon 
in the extra-peninsular area is interesting in connection wdth the occur- 
rence of laterite in the nummulites of Sind, Jaisalmer, Cutch and Surat. 
This rock is very well seen at SubAthu itself, where it was first observed 
and described, and in the shaly beds immediately overlying it there is a 
sfoam of impure coal. The coal is too impure and too crushed to be of any 
economic value, but its occurrence is of interest, as will appear in the 
sequel. 

The Subithu group is overlaid, with perfect conformity, by a great 
thickness of hard grey sandstones, interbedded with bright red nodular 
clays, known as the Dagshdi group. The transition from the Subdthu to 
the Dagshdi group, though perfectly conformable, is somew'hat abrupt, and 
marked by the presence of a group of passage beds, comprising a pecu- 
liar pisolitic marl with small calcareous concretions scattered through 
a matrix of red clay, a white sandstone full of irregular shaped highly 
ferruginous concretions of some inches in diameter, and pure wlute sand- 
stones associated with dark purple or liver coloured shales, differing 
markedly in appearance from the general run of those above or below 
them. 

The beds of the Dagshdi group proper consist almost exclusively of 
two distinct types of rock. One is a bright red or purple, homogeneous 
clay, weathering into small rounded nodular lumps ; the other a fine grained 
hard sandstone of grey or purplish colour. The clays prevail in the lower 
part of the group and the sandstones, in beds of lo to 50 feet thick, form 
but a small proportion of the total thickness, but in the upper portion of 
the group they increase, at the expense of the clay beds, till at the top 
there is about 200 or 300 feet of sandstones, with a few thin bands of red 
clay, which it is impossible to class definitely either with this group or the 
succeeding one. 

As will have appeared from the preceding paragraph, the passage from 
the DagshAi to the Kasauli group is perfectly transitional, indeed the 
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Jistinction of the two merely depends on the absence of the bright red no- 
dular clays of the Dagshdi group. The Kasauli group is essentially a 
sandstone formation in which the argillaceous beds are quite subordinate 
in amount. The sandstones are mostly of grej or greenish colour, and 
though some of the beds are as hard as anything in the Dagshii group, 
they are, as a rule, softer, coarser, more micaceous, and at times distinctly 
felspathic. '1 he clay bands are gritty, micaceous, and but seldom shaly 
in the lower part of the group they often ha%e a remarkably trappoid ap- 
pearance, owing to their dull green colour and mode of weathering, first 
into rounded masses and afterwards into small angular fragments. 

At the upper limit of the Kasauli group some reddish clay bands are 
seen on the cart road to Simla. These clay bands are softer and paler than 
those of the Dagshdi group, and resemble the cla>s of the lower portion 
of the upper tertiaries near Kdlka. This, the only trace of a connection 
between the Sirmur series and the upper tertiaries of this region, will be 
referred to further on 

The Subdthu group is most palpably of marine origin and of nummu- 
litic age, as is shown by the numerous fossils it contains. The Dagshdi 
group has } ielded no fossils, except some fucoid markings and annelid 
tracks, which are of no use for determining either the age or mode of origin 
of the beds, but the great contrast of lithological character suggests a cor- 
responding change of conditions of formation, and it is probable that they 
were deposited either in lagoons or salt water lakes cot off from the sea, or 
were of subaerial origin. The Kasauli group has so far yielded no fossils 
but plant remains, and this, taken in conjunction with its general similarity 
to the upper tertiary deposits, renders it probable that it is composed of 
fresh water, if not subaerial deposits. 

A short distance west of the Sutlej river the Subdthu group become 
covered up by the newer beds, and is not again seen till the Jammu 
hills are reached. Here there are some inliers of marine nnmmulitics, but 
the most interesting exposures are those in which they rest on the pre- 
tertiary limestones of Ridsi and the Punch valley.^ In these the Subithu 
beds rest, with perfect parallelism of stratification and every appearance of 
conformity, on the older rocks, and at their base is found the same peculiar 
pisolitic ferruginous bed as is seen at Subdthu. Separated from this by 
about 70 feet of shales, there is a coal seam of 2 to 5 feet thick, over- 
laid by some 350 feet of shales, with a couple of thin bands of nummulitic 
limestone,* the group being conformably overhud by the sandstones and 
red clays similar to those of the Dagshdi group. 

On the Ridsi inlier the pisolitic bottom bed of the nnmmulitics is 

» H. B. Mefflicott, HerorOs, IX, S3. (tS?® S I * T. D. U Touche, ifwer*, XXI, 62, (188^. 
R, Lydekker, Memoirs, XXIlj 90, (iS8^. ( 
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underlaid everywhere by a silicious breccia of variable thickness, composed 
of perfectly angular silicious fragments, cemented in places by cellular 
limonite. The true age or nature of this rock is uncertain. Mr. Medli- 
cott thought it was a shattered condition of a sandstone band which often 
occurs at the top of the pretertiary limestone series, and in any case the 
angular nature of the fragments forbids the supposition that they have 
been transported for any great distance. 

So far there has been no difficulty in recognising the equivalent of the 
Subdthu group, but in the sections west of the Jehlam there is a very great 
thickness of marine nummulitics, which doubtless in part represent the 
Subdthu group, but probably cover a larger period of time. 

In the Salt range the principal member of the marine nummulitics 
is a band of fine, compact, grey or white, limestone, frequently cherty, of 
some 400 or 500 feet in thickness, which is unconformably overlaid by 
upper tertiary beds. Below the limestone there is from 50 to 100 feet of 
soft variegated shales or clays, with one or more coal seams. The clays 
are pyritous and decompose readily on exposure, the decomposed shales 
being burnt and employed in the manufacture of alum. These shaly beds 
contain a number of fossils, but the collections have not yet been examined 
in detail. Cardita beaumonti is, however, known to occur, and marks the 
age of the beds as lower eocene at latest. 

North of the Salt range, in the hills of the Hazira district,^ the oldest 
member of tlie tertiary system is a great thickness of dark bluish grey, 
or blackish, limestone, with brownish olive shales. The rock is generally 
fetid and massive, sometimes distinctly, and sometimes obscurely, strati- 
fied. The distribution of this hill type of nummulitic limestone, as it has 
been called, is peculiar. It forms a broad belt throughout the Hazira 
and Murree hills, from the neighbourhood of Abbottibdd past Murree, and 
along the spurs traversed by the Grand Trunk Road north-west of Rawal- 
pindi. The same rock forms the greater part of the Chittapahdr range, 
and is continued west of the Indus in the Afrfdi hills, which are principally 
composed of this formation. 

The tract so defined lies immediately to the north of a great line of 
disturbance, accompanied by much faulting and displacement of the strata, 
which runs westwards from the neighbourhood of Murree. Though less 
sharply defined, this zone of disturbance corresponds to the great faulted 
boundary which separates the pretertiary rocks of the Himalayas from the 
tertiary formations of the sub- Himalayas, and is in the main a line of sepa- 
ration between the pretertiary deposits and the hill type of nummulitic 

’The account of the tertiary beds of the in Records^yi, 107, (1879); XU, 114, 20S, 
North-West Punjab is dciived from Mr. A. B. (i68i). 

Wynne’s papers, of which the principal are 
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limestone on the one hand, and the newer tertiaries on the other. The de- 
marcation is not absolute, for outliers of the newer beds are found to the 
north, and inliers of the hill nummulitic limestone to the south of the line. 

The most important of these inliers is that of the Khaire Murut ridge, 
south-west of Rivvalpindi. Here, as in the hills north and west of Murree, 
the hill nummulitic limestone is overlaid by an upper nummulitic group* 
composed of grey, red, and deep purple clays or shales, associated with 
masses of gypsum, and alternating with thin bands of limestone. The com- 
position of the group varies ; sometimes the limestones and at others shales 
are most developed in the lower part, and at times there are but few cal- 
careous beds. Strong zones of yellowish grey sandstones are found in the 
western localities, wrhile eastwards hard grey sandstones and purple clays, 
resembling those of the overlj ing group, are said to be included. Except 
in the sandstones, w^hich are unfossiliferous but for a few fucoid mark- 
ings, marine fossils are abundant, among which Numtnulites^ OporctilinUy 
etc,, are common. None of the fossils have been critically examined, but 
the age of the beds is evidently eocene, and probably upper eocene. 

There is still some doubt as to the equivalence of the marine nummu- 
Iitics west of the Jehlam with those to the east, that is to say, it is uncertain 
whether the thicker series to the west merely represents the same period 
of time as the thinner series to the east, or a more extended one. Although 
the fossils of the Jammu inliers have not been examined, the presence of the 
ferruginous bottom bed and associated coal seam, together with the general 
similarity of the type of deposit and relations to the Dagsh^i beds above> 
leave little room for doubt that the Jammu nummulitics are the equivalent 
of the typical Subithu group. 

It would be natural also to regard the shaly marine beds, immediately 
underlying the sandstones and red clays of Dagshai type west of the Jeh- 
lam, as of contemporaneous origin with the typical Subithus, but as the 
distinction between the two groups is merely due to the cessation of marine 
conditions of deposit, there is an uncertainty as to whether the change took 
simultaneously on all the sections, and it is possible that the upper portion 
of the nummulitics west of the Jehlam were formed contemporaneously with 
part of the typical Dagshii group, while the hill type of nummulitic lime- 
stone may be merely a deep water formation of the same age as the typical 
Subithus. 

In this connection the Salt range section is of some importance. The 
presence of coal seams in the shaly beds at the base of the tertiary rocks 
naturally suggests their equivalence to the Subdthu group, and it is even 
stated that the pisolitic lateritic bottom bed of the Subithus is found in the 
Salt range. There is, however, some doubt as to this last. It is not pos- 
sible to recognise this bed with certainty in Mr. Wynne^s description, and 
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it is not evident whether the only specific statement of identity is based on 
actual observation.* 

The mere presence of coal seams is no proof of contemporaneity, and 
what palaeontological evidenre is available points to an older age for the 
Salt range nummulitics than that of the Subdtha group. The presence ot 
Cartiiia beaumonti^ a species characteristic of the passage beds between 
the cretaceous and nummulitic in Sind, in the shales below the main lime- 
stone of the Salt range, shows that they cannot well be later than oldest 
eocene in age. Of the 46 species described by Messrs. D'Archiac and 
Haime from the nummulitics of the Salt range, 13 are found in the 
Rinikot, group of Sind, 14 in the Kirtfcar, of which 6 are also found in the 
Rdnikot, while 3 are found in G^j and Nari beds. From the Subithu bed 
49 species were described, of which not one is also found in the Salt range, 
a difference of fauna which must be almost entirely due to the Subithu bed 
having been deposited in shallow muddy water, w'hile the Salt range 
species inhabited a deeper and clearer sea. The same cause that led to 
the distinction between the fauna of the Sub^thu and Salt range nummu- 
litics restricted the number of Sind species found in the former, and we 
find that there are only 10 species in all, of which 2 are Rdnfkot, 7 Kirthar 
and I Gdj. The general facies of the fauna is consequently, so far as the 
more limited evidence allows us to judge, newer than that of the Salt range 
nummulitics* 

The upper portion of the nummulitic series is wanting in the Salt range, 
where the dear nummulitic limestones are unconformably overlaid by the 
upper tertiaries. It is not clear how far the hill type of nummulitic lime- 
stone to the north may represent the nummulitic limestone of the Salt 
range* Pateontological evidence is wanting, and though there is a consi- 
derable Uthological diversity, there is none that could not be accounted for 
by local variations in the conditions of deposition and by the greater dis- 
turbance that the northern beds have undergone. 

Whether there is an exact equivalence in time of the two types of num- 
mulitic deposits or no, the existence of marine conditions in the Salt range, 
at a period anterior to the formation of the typical Suo^thu group, deprives 
us of any compulsion regard to the nummulitic series west of the Jehlam as 
coeval with that further east, and it is on the whole more natural to adopt 
Mr, Wynne's original correlation of the upper shaly beds in the western 
area with the typical Sublthus,^ and to look on the underlying limestones 
and associated beds as older, and unrepresented on the Subdthu section. 


In the north-west Punjab and in the Jammu hills the eocene beds are 
conformably overlaid, and pass by inteistratification into a great thickness 
of red and purple clays^ with interbedded grey or purplish sandstones, 
* IX, 54, (1876). 1 » Rteoids ^ X, 109, (1877). 
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precisely similar in lithological compcsition as in stratigraphical position to 
the Dagsh^x and Kasauli groups of the Sirmur area. The ridge on which 
the hill station of Murree stands, as well as the hills to the south-east of it, 
are composed of these beds, w’hich have consequently been knowm as the 
Murree beds.^ They have, how’evcr, been traced to the RAvi, wdiere 
they are directly continuous with a bund of rocks, originally regarded as 
representing the N^han or lower portion of the upper tertiaries, but 
now recognised as belonging to the Sirmur series. There is thus a 
direct continuity of outcrop, as well as a similarity of stratigraphical po- 
sition with regard to the irarine nummuHtics, w’hich leaves little room for 
doubting that the Murree beds represent the Dagsh^i and Kasauli groups 
of the Simla region. What little posbibility of doubt there might remain is 
removed by the discovery of the palm Sabal major at Kasauli, and 
in the Murree beds in the Jehlam \ alley,* and by the recognition of the 
Kasauli plant bed in the Ravi valley.* 

The plant in question ranges from lowest to middle miocene in 
Europe, and as it is found in India near the top of a senes of beds inter- 
mediate between the eocene and the lower Siwdlik beds which are regard- 
ed as upper miocene on independent grounds, it will be seen that the 
stratigraphical position of the species is similar in the two areas, and that 
the Dagshii and Kasauli groups may be regarded as covering tte oligocene 
and lower miocene periods of European geology. 

Apart from these fossil plants no organic remains are knowm with 
certainty to occur in the Murree beds, any more than in the Dagshdi group 
in its typical area. Bone fragments, crocodilian scutes and exogenous 
fossil timber are found in certain beds, resting on the nummulitic lime- 
stone of the Salt range, which Mr. Wynne regarded as forming part of 
his Murree group.* It is, however, vexy doubtful whether these beds can 
be regarded as the equivalents of any portion of the Dagsfaii or Kasauli 
groups, or of the Murree group as originally defined, in spite of the very 
indefinite nature of its upper limit There is a w'ell marked uncon- 
formity betw^een the nummuJitie limestone and the beds immediately over- 
lying it, whose importance Mr. Wynne was inclined to minimise, but 
it certainly represents a considerable lapse of time, as is shown by the 
occurrence of conglomerates composed of pebbles of the underlying num- 
mulitic limestone at the base of the upper tertiaries, by the complete 
cutting out of the eocene beds at either end of the Salt range, and by 
the occurrence, as determined by Mr. Theobald, of Mastodon laiidens and 
Rhinoceros paleetndicus in a fossiliferous zone, about 100 feet above the 
nummulitic limestone. These two animals mark the age of the beds in 
which they are found as upper miocene at oldest, and show that a great 

» A. B. Wynne, VII, 66. (1B74). I » H. B. Medlicott, IX, SZ, {1876)* 

• O. Febtmantel, Sccards, XV, $1 (1^2) I * Mir€ords,^K, 119, {1877); 
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interval of time must have elapsed aftei the deposition of the middle eocene 
nummuHiic limestone, an inteival \ihich would be filled by the oligoceoe 
and lower miocene Dagsh^i and Kasauli groups. 

How far the lithological diotinction between the Dagsh^i and Kasauli 
groups is maintained in the Jammu and Hazdra hills is not clearly determin- 
able from the published descriptions, but as the Murree beds are said to 
pass with perfect tiansition into that great series of upper tertiary deposits 
known as the Siwilik series, it is piobable that there is a distinction 
between the lower and upper portion, analogous to that between the two 
groups in the Simla region. 


'I he name Siwalik, originally applied to the range of hills separating 
the Dehra Dun from the plains, has been extended by geographers to the 
fringing h 11s of the southern foot of the HimAlayan range, and applied by 
geologists to that great system of subaerial river deposits which contains 
remains of the Fauna antiqua :>tvalensis»* In spite of local variations 
of texture, inevitable from their mode of formation., these upper tertiary 
beds of the Siwalik series maintain a great uniformity of type along the 
whole length of the llimilayan range. 

Lithologically the lower portion of the system is characterised by a 
great thickness of fine grained grey, micaceous, pepper and salt sandstone, 
intcrbedded with clay bands near its low'er portion, while the upper part 
of the system is composed of soft earthy clays, undistinguishable from the 
alluvium of the plains except by the disturbance they have undergone, and 
coarse conglomerates of well rounded pebbles and boulders of crystalline 
and mctamorpbic ro.cks derived from the Himalayan ranges. 

In the neighbourhood of Ndhan this iysiem was originally divided 
into two members/ a low’er, to which the name of NAhan was ap- 
plied, and an upper, to which the name Siwilik was restricted. In 
this area the boundary between the two groups is a great fault, but 
there must be a real, if local, unconformity,# for the upper SiwAlik con- 
glomerates contain numerous pebbles’® of the N5han sandstones they 
are faulted into contact wdth. The distinction between the Nihan and 
Siwilik zones appears to be well maintained in a south-ea^iterly direc- 
tion as far as the borders of Nepdl, but to the north-we.^-t it disappears, 
and there appears to have been a continuous series of deposits, ranging 
from the bottom to the top of the upper tertiary formations. No fossils 
have yet been found in the typical Nihans, though it would appear that 
they do occur/ but to the north-west representatives of the Siwilik fauna 


* H. B. li{«dIicoit,af;rmo»Vs, HI, pt. i, pp, 17, 
JOl, (1864)* 

* II.B MedheoU, &(a>r<; 5 ,XlV|i 72 , {i88i). 


• See H. B. Medllcott, Memoirs^ III, pt, 5 t» 
p. (1864) j Kccofds, XIV, 71, footnote* 
(1864). 
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occur low down in the bciirs, in beds which very pobstbly reprcst'iit the 
Ntlhaii group as oiiginally defined. Under these circiimstanceb it has 
been found iiiadvibable to retain the separation betv\ecn Xihan and Siwilik, 
and the former are now classed as lower Sivvilik, though the term 
may be retained as a useful local designation for a particular type of 
formation. 

The N^han group is composed of alternating beds of a fine grain< <1, 
usually grey, firm sandstone, and of clays, usually bright red in colour 
and almost always some shade of red or purple, which Wt'eather in a 
nodular manner. The clays usually prevail in the low'er part of the group 
and the sandstones in the upper. 

The lithology of this group resembles very closely that of the Dag- 
shii group, and one might be tempted to regard them as equivalent to 
each other. The equivalence cannot be absolutely disprovetl till the 
area west of the termination of the typical lower Himalayas, in the Kdngra 
valley and the Jammu hills, has been examined in greater detail than has 
yet been done, but in the meanwhile there are good reasons for sup- 
posing that the lithological similarity between the two groups is due to 
a similarity in their condition of deposition and does not mean contem- 
poraneity of origin. In the first place the two groups are found in distinct 
areas, separated by a marked structural feature, exhibiting itself at the pre- 
sent day as a fault of many thousand feet throw. As will be shown in a 
subsequent chapter, this fault— commonly known as the main boundary — is 
connected in a peculiar manner with the elevation of the Himdlayas, and it 
is highly improbable that the beds exposed south of it are of the same age 
as those found to the north. Another argument depends on the fact that 
no exposure of the Sabdthu group has lieen found even in the deepest 
cut sections of the typical Ndhan group, and a third may be derived from 
the smaller degree of induration, indicating, though not proving, a younger 
age. In the country north of Ndhan town, where the Ndhan and Dagshai 
groups are brought into contact wdth each other, on opposite sides of the 
main boundary fault, the sandstones of the former alw*ays weather into 
soft rounded lumps, while the Dagshdi sandstones weather into angular 
fragments, which have lost the sharpness of their angles, but exhibit a 
much less degree of weathering than that to which the Nihan beds have 
undergone Finally the red clay beds which have already been mentioned 
as occurring at the top of tne Kasauli group, though they differ some- 
what from the typical Ndhan clays, resemble them sufficiently to point to a 
return of the conditions of deposition which prevailed in the Dagshii and 
Ndban periods, and suggest that on an unbroken section the Nihan would 
be found to overlie the Kasauli group. 

No fossils have been described from the typical Nihans. It is possible 
that some of the lower Siwilik fossils found in the north west F'unjab may 

2 A 2 
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have been derived from beds of the same age, but the supposition lacks 
proof. There seems however to be little room for doubt that Sir Proby 
Cautley did nnd fossils on the northern side of the hill on which the town 
Ol Nihan stands, and consequently in the beds of the Ndhan group, but the 
specimens were lost before they had been examined by a palaeontologist. 

The XAhan group is succeeded, on those sections where the sequence 
is complete, by an immense thickness of soft sandstones, generally coarser 
in grain and more micaceous, mostly of a pepper and salt grey colour, 
with some interbedded bands of earthy clay, occasionally slightly tinged 
with red, but never assuming the bright red colours of the Niban clays. 
The argillaceous beds are, for the most part, confined to the lower part of 
the group, the middle part being usually composed of some thousands of 
feet of sandstones, without any intercalation of shale on the one hand, or 
any included pebble on the other. In the upper part of the group strings 
of pebbles occur among the sandstones, which become more numerous till 
bands of conglomerate appearand increase in abundance and coarseness. 

The uppermost group of all varies very much in character. Near the 
large rivers draining from the central Himilayas, it consists principally 
of coarse conglomerate, composed of rounded boulders of the harder rocks 
of the Himalayan chain. In the intermediate stretches of ground it is 
composed largely of soft earthy beds precisely similar to those of the 
modern alluvium of the plains. 

Ihe details of this variation in lithology of the upper SiwAlik beds, as 
well as the structural features of the SiwAlik zone, are of great interest, but 
their principal interest lies in their bearing on the age and elevation 
of the Himdlayan chain, and they will consequently be considered in the 
chapter devoted to^that question. At present it will be sufficient to point 
out the conditions under which the SiwcLlik series was deposited. The 
earlier observers regarded this great series of beds as having been deposited 
in a sea, a supposition which is sufficiently disproved by the complete 
absence of any marine organisms, and by the occurrence of the remains of 
fresh water molluscs, fishes and tortoises. It is hardly possible that they 
could have been deposited in a fresh water lake, for it is not conceivable 
that a fresh water lake extending the whole length of the Himalayas could 
have existed. Moreover, the fresh water organisms whose remains have 
been found are all such as inhabit streams, and not lakes. But the most 
conclusive proof of all lies in the evident unity of the whole Siwilik series, 
pointing to the whole of it, with the possible exception of the NAhan group, 
having been formed under very similar conditions, w’hile the very close 
resemblance between the upper Siw^lik beds and the recent deposits of 
the Gangetic plain leaves little room for doubt that the Siwdlik beds w'ere 
deposited subaerially by streams and rivers. 

The thickness attained by the Siw'Alik series is immense. Mr. Wynne 
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estimated it at 14000 feet in the north-west i'unjab. In the Siwdiik 
hills there are at least 15,000 feet of beds, and the series is by no 
means complete, and similar vast thicknesses may be measured on any 
section. 


The few mollusca which have been found in the upper Siwiliks belong 
solely to fresh water or terrestrial forms, and the first comparison that was 
made^vas carried out under circumstances so unfavourable, with so poor a 
collection of recent species from India, and at a time when the latter were so 
imperfectly known, that but little weight can be attached to the conclusions 
formed. The majority of the specimens obtained are in poor preservation, 
but all the forms collected from upper or middle Siwiltk beds, since the 
recent fresh water shells have been better known, have proved to be 
either identical with living species, or closely allied to them. Amongst 
those hitherto identified, the only land shell is Biilivws insularis,^ a 
species \vhich ranges at the present day from Africa to Burma, whilst 
amongst fresh water molluscs, the two common Indian river snails Pa!u- 
dina bengalensis and P. dissimilis have been recognised, and forms of 
Melania^ Ampullar ia and Vnio also occur * 

So far as the evidence extends, therefore, the few mollusca of the 
Siwiliks tend to show that the beds must be of upper and middle tertiary 
date. But the evidence afforded by the mollusca is imperfect, and both 
closer comparison and a larger series of fossil specimens are desiiablc 
before any very positive assertions can be made as to the antiquity of 
the Siwdlik series, on the data afforded by the invertebrata. In investi- 
gating the question of age, we are consequently forced to depend, first 
upon the vertebrata, and especially the mammalia, and secondly upon 
such geological evidence of connection wdth other formations of known 
age as the rocks afford. 


The first question, then, is the homotaxial relation of the mammalian 


* E. Forbes, in Falconer’s Palaeontologica! 
Memoirs, London, 1886, 1 , p. 389U 

* Theobald, MS ; Geoffrey Nevill, Records 
XV, 106, (1882), As in this and the followng 
paragraph Mr. Theobald’s view of the affinities 
of the Sxwdlik mollusca has been accepted in 
preference to the high authority of Prof. E. 
Forbes, it is only Just to say that Mr. Theobald 
has a far more extensive hnov\ ledge of living 
Indian fresh water shells than it was possible 
for any naturalist in Europe to acquire at tlie 
period when Prof. E. Forbes’ note uas written. 
Indeed, it is evident from Piof Fo.bes’ remarks 
that the coUections of recent Indian shells 


ozamined by him were too imperfect to enab'e 
him to form a competent opinion. Mr Benson, 
a better authority on this particular subject 
than Forbes, considered the most, if not 
the whole, of the Siwdiik mollusca identi* 
cal with existing species (Falconer: Palae< 
oato'o^*ca Memoirs. I, pp. 26, x8i). Of three 
species in the Survey collections, two were 
identified by Mr. Geoffrey Nevill with living 
forms. 

* Some extinct fiuviaiite moilusca have been 
found in the lower Siuilik strata of the Bug- 
ti hills associated with a vertebrate fauna of 
miocene facies. See p. 319. 
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fauna which has been obtained from the two upper groups of the Siwdliks 
series. 'I'he true age of this fauna, whether miocene or pliocene, was at one 
time disputed and, though there is happily no further controversy regard- 
ing this point, the question presents points of sufficient interest to claim 
somewhat extended notice. 

The following list of genera, with the number of species of each that 
are known, comprises all that have been found in the typical Siwilik 
area, excluding the fauna of the Manchhar beds in Sind and of Perim 
island \vhich appear to belong to an older period than the fossiliferous 
beds of the sub-HimAlayas; genera still living are distinguished by an 
asterisk : — 

Primates — 

* Troglodytes^ z ; 2 ; *Sem»op{tkecus, r j ^Macacus, i ; *CynocephaluSf 2, 

C\RNIVOR 4 — 

* z 5 *Mellivorn, 2 ; Mellivorodon, z ; *Lutra, Hymiodon, z ; Ursiis, z ; 

Hyzenarcius^ 3 ; AmphicyoJi, i ; ^ Cants, 2 ; *Viverra, 2 ; *Hyeena, 4 ; Ltpfhy- 

aeua, i; Hytrnictis, z ; (Eluropsis, j; (EUtrogale, z ; * Felts, 5 ; Machoerodtis, 2. 

Proboscides— 

*Elephas, 6 ; *(Euelephas, i, *Loscodonf 7, Sfegodon, 4) ; Mastodon, 5, 

Ungulata— 

Chaliicfherium, z 5 * Rhinoceros, 31 ^Equus^ 1 5 Hipparion, 2 5 ^Hippopotamus, z ; 

Tetra conod Off, z ; *Sus, 55 Hippohyus, j ; nitherium, z ; MeryiOpotamus, j; 

*Cervus, 3; Dorcatherinm, 2; *Tra£ultfS, z ; *Moschus, z ; Pr<pal(2omeryx, z ; 

* Camelopardalis, z ; H elludoikerium, z ; Hydaspitherittm, 2 ; Siwatherium, z ; 

^AUelaphus, z ; *basella, 7; *Cobits, 2 ; * Antilope, z ; Hippotragtts, z ; *Oreast^) /; 

^Sirepsicerosti^) 7; Bosdaphzts, z i Palaeoryx,{^) i; Hemihos, z ; Leptohos, 1 ; 

^Bnbalus, 2i*Btson, z ; Bus, 31 Bucapra, I; * Capra, a; 7 j ^Camehts, 2, 

Rodbntia— 

* Mtts {Nesohia), 2 ; *Rhygomy$, 75 *Hystrlx, z ; *Lepiiss r. 

Aves— 

* Phalacrocorax, i ; *Pelecanus, 2j *Leptopiilys, z 5 *Mergns, /; *Strythio, 75 

*Dromaeas, /- 

Rbptiua— 

Crorodilia — z ; *Gharialis, 3; Rhamprostichtts, /. 

Lacertilia — * Varanus, z» 

Ch^OTu&^Colossochelys, 7 ; *Damonia, i j *Bellia, 2 ; ^KacJiuga, 3 ; *HardeUa, 
2 ; ^Bmyda, 4 ; *Trionyx, 1 ; ♦ Chitra, i. 

Pisces— 

*Careharias, z ; * Ophiocej halus, rj *Clarias, /; ^Heferohranchns, // *Chrysichthys, 

z *Macrones, 2 ; *Rifa, z j *Arius, z 5 ^Eagarius, z. 

Only very imperfect information exists as to the exact horizon in the 
Si^'Alik series at which the bones of a large proportion of the species 
have been found, but the great majority are from the upper and middle 



Caap. X1V.3 age of the Si\v\uK taina. 361 

Siuiliks, none in the tjpical area being known to occui in the lower or 
Xdhan suhdi\i.sion. It is, however, bv no medns ceitain that -o*ne of the 
spetimeus from the north-westein Punjal) are not <Ieri\cil from beds of 
the same age as the Xihan group, and it is highly probable that some 
other forms with middle tertiary affinities w*ould be found to be confined 
to lower SiwAlik beds, if the precise horizon of all the bones collected were 
known.* 

On the other hand, one pleistocene form, Bos [Buhalus) pahtindicus^ 
has been found in the highest Siw^lik strata, assreiated with Cotneltn 
sivulensis^ CoiossochelySt etc. and two species of elephant, belonging to 
the subgenus Stegodon^ viz. £*. tnsignis and E* gatiesa^ range throughout 
the upper Siwiliks, and recur in the pleistocene deposits. The species 
of proboscidians generally appear to ha\e had a moie extensi\e range, 
both in space and time than most of the forms belonging to other mam- 
malian orders, but Bos palseindicus is an animal of exceptionally recent 
aspect, even in ihe pleistocene mammalian fauna, since it is only di.stin- 
guishable from the living Bos bubaltis {Bubalus buffehts v. B, arnt\ auct ) 
by comparatively trifling and unimportant osteological details. It must 
evidently have been a very near ally, and in all probability the not \ery 
distant progenitor, of the buffaloes which now inhabit the Ganges valley, 
As«?am, and parts of the Central Provinces of India. 

The Siwilik forms, however, which might be excluded on account of 
belonging to an older or a new^er fauna, and of being supposed, on more or 
less strong evidence, to be confined to either the lowest or the uppermost 
portions of the series, are too few in number to affect the general facies, 
and there are unquestionably several miocene types and some pleistocene 
species found in the highly fossiliferous upper Si w^lik beds. It is best 
therefore, for the present, to include all the forms enumerated. 

Proceeding then to classify the genera of mammalia above given, 
it will be found that thirty-nine, comprising seventy-one species, still exist 
(the living species being, however, different in nearly every case), whilst 
twenty five with thirty- seven species, are extinct. 

Of the extinct genera, excluding those that are purely Indian, CEIurogale 
^Vi^Hyaenodon are found in oligocene beds, the latter ranging into the mio- 
cene; of the miocene genera, Dorcatherium Ampkicyon are not known 
fiom new'er beds, while Hyasnarctus, Chalicotheriuniy and Hippation range 
into the pliocene, Machasrodus and Mastodon into the pleistocene ; Hella^ 
dotherium and are purely pliocene forms, w hile the distinction 

of Hemibos from the living Bubalus is very doubtful. 

Of the other extinct forms, not known out of India, two {I/tppohyus ^nd 

1 A very large proportion of the Siw^lik tors, and of course the precise locality of the 
remains have been obtained by native coliec* bones is in most of these cases doubtful. 
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Meryropotamui) belong to the less specialised types characteristic in 
general of the older and middle tertiaries. Several others, such as Tetra- 
conodon^ with its enormously developed premolar teeth, and the huge 
four-horned Sivaiheriuin^ differ widely from anything now existing, but, 
being highly specialised forms there is nothing in their organisation to 
indicate that they are of earlier age than newer tertiary. 

Amongst the recent genera represented in the Siwaliks, ten, viz. Mustela 
Fehs^ Canis, Viverra^ Lutra^ Rhinoceros, Sus, Cervus, and Hystrix 
are known to range as far back as upper miocene, and in one or two cases 
even further; twelve, viz. MacacidS, Semnopitkecus, Ursus, Hyaena, Elephas, 
Eqiius, Hippopotamus, Camelopardalis, Gazella, Bos, Capra, and Mus, 
are known from the European plioceue beds, but not earlier; whilst 
Troglodytes, Simia, Cynocephalus, Mellivora, Cobzis, Aniilope, Oreas, 
Sirepriceros, Capra, Ovis, Camelus, and Rhizomys, have hitherto only 
been found in recent or pleistocene deposits, outside of India. 

This examination of the relations between the Siwdlik genera and the 
distribution of similar forms in European tertiaries leads, as might be 
anticipated, to a somewhat uncertain result. The proportion of living to 
extinct genera is greater than is found in most miocene deposits, but not 
more than appears to exist in the characteristically middle tertiary ossi- 
ferous beds of Sansan in France.^ The presence of four extinct genera 
not known to range above the miocene period elsew^here, is contrasted 
with the occurrence of twenty-five genera not found elsewhere at a low’er 
horizon than pliocene or pleistocene. There is perhaps rat her more pro- 
bability that early forms, like Dorcatheriuvi and Hyaenodon, should have 
survived longer in India than they did in Europe, just as rhinoceroses, 
tapirs, and elephants still exist in the tropics, associated with a fauna 
amongst w’hich they appear antiquated and out of place, than that 
such eminently specialised types as Macacus, Bos, Capra, or Equu%^ 
should have lived in miocene times, but the argument is of small value, 
for the miocene Cervus and Antilope w^ere in all probability as highly 
specialised, or nearly so, as the Siwilik genera. The fact, however, that 
the recent genera contain more species than the extinct forms is of some 
importance, since it is probable that types which were dying out w’ould be 
represented by fewer species than those which w^ere supplanting them, 
and which might fairly be credited with the vitally important pow'er of 
producing distinct specific stocks by variation. A stronger argument for 
the newer age of the Siw*^lik beds is to be found in the close approxima- 
tion between some of the mammals and the living species of the same 
genera, the most remarkable of all being the connection already noticed 

* Gervais, 2 ^ologie et Pal^ontologie Fran^aises, 2nd ed., Paris, 1859, p. 338. 
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stratigraphical evidence supports the view that these beds are of pliocene, 
and not of miocene age, before proceeding to notice some other interest- 
ing points of connection between the Siwilik and other faunas, recent 
and extinct. 

The stratigraphical, as distinguished from the purely homotaxial 
relations just discussed, depend entirely upon the connection bet\^een the 
typical Siwdliks and the Manchhar beds of Sind. The position of the 
latter has been already described, and it was shown that the 
Manchhar beds, comprising where thickest but little less than 10,000 
feet of strata, rest upon the Gaj group, whose age is determined 
by the far more satisfactory data afforded by marine organisms, and is 
shown to be more probably upper than lower miocene. The lower 
Manchhar beds pass down into the Gaj rocks, so that it is reasonable 
to believe that no important difference of age exists between the 
two. It has also been shown that the mammalian fauna of the lower 
Manchhars, although containing several species in common with the 
SiwAliks, is altogether older in aspect, and that the majority of the forms 
hitherto recognised belong to the peculiar types of even toed ungulates 
allied to Merycopotamus and Anthracoiherium^ intermediate in character 
between pigs and ruminants, and characteristic of the miocene 
epoch. In these lower Manchhar beds there is also found a form of 
Dinotheriiim^ miocene type unknown in the Siwdliks proper, though 
found (the species being distinct) in the beds of Perim island. Now, 
there can be no reasonable doubt that the Manchhar beds of Sind, 
as a whole, correspond with the Siwdlik formation of northern India, 
for the two are portions of one continuous band of upper tertiary rocks, and 
viewed in this light, the relations of the faunas are very striking, the 
fossiliferous lower beds of the Manchhar group corresponding to the un- 
fossiliferousNahans, and the almost unfossiliferous upper Manchhar beds to 
the ossiferous strata of the Siw'dliks. If, therefore, the low'er Manchhars of 
Sind are upper miocene, so is the Nahan group of the Punjab, and it is 
impossible, either on stratigraphical or palaeontological grounds, to class 
the fossiliferous middle Siwdliks lower than pliocene, the upper Siwaliks, 
which contain Bos {Bubalus) palmndicus^ being probably upper plio- 
cene. Briefly stated, the evidence is that the Siwdlik fauna is newer 
than the Manchhar fauna, and found in higher beds and that the Manchhar 
fauna is not older than upper miocene. 

It is impossible to enter at length into the detailed relations of the 
SiwAlik fauna with the forms found in various newer tertiary strata. There 
is however one European fossil fauna which is of singular interest from 
its resemblance to that of the Siwdlik beds. In this collection of extinct 
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mammalia, which was first discovered at Pikermi in Attica,^ and has since 
been found at Samos and Mytilene on the coast of Asia Minor, at Baltavar in 
Hungary and at Maragha east of lake Urmia in northern Servia,not only is 
there a remarkable admixture of typically miocene forms with other species 
which have a later aspect, but there is the same remarkable abundance of 
true ruminants, amongst them several species of Giraffidos and of Ant> 
lope^ as in the Siwdliks. In miocene strata, although ruminants occur, they 
are in general but little, if at all, superior in number to the other 
artiodactyle ungulates , but in the Pikermi beds (including only the forms 
found at Pikermi) there are fifteen ruminants to one* pig and one 
therium ; in the Siwdlik fauna thirty-seven ruminants and but twelve other 
artiodactyle ungulates. Another point of similarity in the two faunas 
is the absence of small mammals. 

The following is a list of the genera found in the beds of Greece, with 
the number of species belonging to each genus : — 

Prim AT Rs— 

Mesopithecus, /. 

Carnivora— . 

Simocyon, t ; Mustela, i; Promephitis^ /; Icfithetitmu Hyiena^ r; Hycenarc^u^t /; 

HyanitUSi j; HJachcei odust i ; helis, 4, * 

Proboscibea— 

Mastodon^ 2 5 Dinotherivm, i. 

Ungulata Pcrissodactyla — 

Rhinoceros^ 3 ; Aceratherium , i; LepioJon, j; Hipparion, /. 

Ungulata Artiodactyla— 

SuSi 11 Chalicotherium {Ancyloth(rinm\ J; Drs^moiheritm 2 ; AntilopCfSi Pal/rofra-' 
£us, i; Palaoryx, 2 ; Iragoceros, 2 ; Palcporeas, r; Aniidorcos, (^) i » Oaselia, i; 
Ctmelcpardahs^ /; Bellad other turn ^ /• 


Rodentia — 

Mus {Acomys), i; Hydrix^ /. 

Of birds, a Phasianus^ a Callus^ and a Grus have been identified ; of 
reptiles, bones of Testudo and Varanus, 

Of the above twenty-nine genera of mammals eighteen, including 
S&lladotheriunf*^ are found in the Siw^liks of India, besides which the fauna 
bears in many respects the same similarity to that of Africa at the present 
day as the Siwilik mammals bear to their living Indian representatives. 
Now, this Pikermi fauna has been freqently quoted as upper miocene, and its 
connection with the miocene beds in other parts of Europe is unmistakable, 

* Gaudry : Axiiznanx; fcssiles et Gdologle del * See Forsyth, Major, ZooL Soc^, 1^9^’ 
TAttique, 4° Paris, 1862. I P- 323* 
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no less than fifteen species being undistinguishable from those found in 
various miocene deposits. Several of these species are doubtfully identified, 
but amongst the number are such characteristic forms as Machserodus cul- 
fridens, Mastodon turicensis, and Hipparion gracile. But, as M. Gaudry 
points out in the clearest manner, the ossiferous beds of Pikermi contain 
at their base, and below the horizon whence the bones have been obtained 
a layer with pliocene marine fossils, and all the beds containing the bones, 
together with the pliocene marine beds, rest unconformably on lacustrine 
miocene rocks. There can be, therefore, no reasonable doubt that the 
Pikermi fossils, like the middle Siwdliks, are of pliocene age, and that the 
quotation of them as miocene is an error.^ At the same time the absence 
of some characteristic living genera, such as Elephas and Bos, gives a 
somewhat .older facies to the Pikermi than to the SiwAlik fauna. 


The points of similarity between the European miocene faunas and 
the animals now inhabiting either tropical Asia or Africa south of the 
Sahara may be due either to migration, and survival in a more favour- 
able climate, or to the fauna having been formerly more uniform over 
large areas, and to the modified descendants continuing to live in one 
region, whereas they have died out and been replaced by distinct types 
in other parts of their old province.* On the latter hypothesis we may 
suppose that the fauna of central Europe and Malayasia was more or 
le.ss uniform in the lower miocene period, and that Greece and Africa 
formed a single zoological province in pliocene days, but that the gibbon- 
like apes, Tupaiadse and other Malay types, died out in central Europe, 
and the giraffes, antelopes, etc., in Greece, whilst the descendants of their 
relatives survived in the Malay countries and Africa respectively. The 
theory of migration presents, on the whole, fewer difficulties, and is in ac- 
cordance with the little we know of the Indian miocene (Manchhar) fauna, 
in which living tropical Jorms appear to be less represented than in the 
deposits of that age in Europe. It is not unreasonable to suppose that 
some of the forms named, and especially the rumiuants, migrated into 
southern Asia at the close of the miocene period. 


^ For the theory adopted by M, Gaudry to 
account for the survival o£ these miocene 
animals in pliocene times, see '*Animau)f 
fossiles et Geologic de I’Attique,” p. 343. It 
appears simpler to believe that the mijcene 
fauna of Europe migrated to the southward, 
and that many species survived in Greece after 
they had died out north of the Alps, Hence 
the admixture of pliocene and miocene types. 
A further contribution to the question, by 
M. Gaudry, was publi%hed in i886, Bull. Soc^ 


Geol Franc^y 3rd series, XIV, 2S8. 

* It is assumed m the present and in other 
arguments employed in this work that similarity 
of organisation implies relationship by descent, 
i.e. that animals having similar structure are 
descended more or less remotely from the same 
ancesto-s. The theories of evolution, and 
of origin of species by descent with modifica- 
tion, are now so widely accepted amongst 
naturalists that it is unnecess xry to explain or 
defend them. 
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It is true that amongst the marine invertebrates there is a well marked 
resemblance between the miocene genera of Europe and living tropical 
forms. The Indian and African land faunas Of the early and middle ter- 
tiaries are as yet too imperfectly known for any comparison to be made 
between them and tliose of the same epoch in extratropical regions. It is 
not improbable that there may prove to have been a greater similarity 
than exists amongst the terrestrial forms living ar present, and it is also 
probable that, if such similarity existed, it will he found to have consisted 
mainly in the greater richness of the extratropical fauna in middle tertiary 
times, and in a number of types now extinct or confined to the tropics 
having been represented in both tropical and extratropical zones of cli- 
mate. This last probability is founded on the fact that the temperature 
of Europe in the miocene epoch WdS In all probability nearer to that of 
the present tropics than to the temperate climate of recent times, and that, 
consequently, whole families of animals, and of plants intolerant of cold, 
then ranged to much higher latitudes than they now do. 

It is by no means an improbable inference that the representation of 
European miocene genera in the Indian Siv^^liks is due to changes of cli- 
mate in later tertiary times and to a migration of the fauna towards the trop- 
ics. There is good reason for believing that Europe and south-eastern Asia 
were connected by land after the eocene period, and as it is certain that, 
a great portion of the disturbances affecting the Himalayan strata are of 
pliocene or postpliocene date, it is reasonable to conclude that, at the close 
of the miocene epoch, the mountain barrier which now separates the Indian 
peninsula from Central Asia did not exist, or was so much lower that it 
afforded little or no obstacle to migration. 

But the immigration of the European miocene forms may not be the only 
way in which only the Siw^lik fauna was affected by the secular refrige- 
ration of the earth's surface, culminating in the glacial epoch. It is true 
that there is a considerable amount of similarity between the SiAvilik fauna 
and that of India at the present day, but, nevertheless, there is a very 
striking distinction — a distinction due less to change and replacement 
than to disappearance. Even after making allowance for the fact that the 
whole assemblage did not exist contemporaneously, there is nothing so 
striking in the fauna of the Siwilik epoch as the wonderful wealth and 
variety of forms. It must be recollected that we know little or nothing of 
the smaller mammals, and that animals of size inferior to a pig or a sheep 
are scarcely represented. It would be premature to infer that, as at the pre- 
sent day, the more minute forms exceeded the larger types in abundance, 
for the conditions of intermediate ages may have affected the more bulky 

I This will be found to agtee with the con- I of the Himdl lyas derived from other conside- 
clusion regarding the probable date of origin 1 rations. See Chap. XV H. 
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animals far more than the minute Rodentict^ Insectivora^ Chiroptera^ etc. 
Still it is only reasonable to suppose that the ancestors of the present Micros 
viammalia lived in the same profusion as they do now, and it is incre- 
dible that the living rodents and insectivores can play the parts on the 
modern stages, and fulfil the functions, of the great ungulates and carnivores 
of past times. Comparing like with like, and especially passing in review 
the Carnivorcty Proboscidea, and Unguldta^ all represented, and all, 
except the Proboscidea, well represented in the living fauna of India, 
indeed better than in most other parts of the world at the present day, it 
is impossible not to be struck with the comparative poverty in variety of 
the existing mammalian types. We have of ^course but an imperfect 
knowledge even of the larger Siwdlik animals, and remains of Carnivora 
are rare, so much so that probably many species remain undiscovered, 
but even at present the known Siwdlik carnivores are more numerous 
than the living forms of similar size in the same area, and the ungulates 
exceeded their living representatives in number in tlie proportion of more 
than three to one, there being fity-six known Siwdlik species and only 
eighteen recent. The superior w’ealth of the older fauna is both generic 
and specific ; not only are the types more varied, but there is a greater 
variety of forms in many of the genera, and no less than eleven extinct 
elephants and mastodons are represented by a solitary living form. Even 
such modern types as Bos have dwindled in numbers from six to two. 

This greafe impoverishment of the recent mammalian fauna is not 
peculiar to India. It is found in other parts of the Old World and in 
America, wherever remains of animals have been preserved in sufficient 
quantities amongst the deposits of the later tertiary epochs for a good 
idea of the fauna to be presented. In the words of Mr. Wallace, ‘^We 
live in a zoologically impoverished w’orld, fiom which all the largest and 
fiercest and strongest forms have recently disappeared and he makes 
the happy suggestion,^ that this enormous reduction in the numbers of 
the greater mammals is due to the glacial epoch. Thus, we have an addi- 
tion to the arguments urged in the first chapter,® in favour of India 
having been affected by a cold period in the geologically recent past. 

^ Geographical Distribution of Animals, I, 

p. 150. 


* Supra^ p. 14, 
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LAtfiRlTE* 


General characters and con:ipositi.)n4— Distinction of high level add Idw levd lateritd-* 
Distribution and mode of occurrence — Theories of the origin Restizn^^ 

All who have paid any attention to the geology of Itidia rritist be 
familiar with the term ^ laterite/ and no one can have travelled far in India 
without meeting with the substance itself, ivhlch is still One of the stum* 
bling blocks of Indian geology. Although it is difBcult to conceive 
that a rock, so widely spread in India and Ceylon, and said to be extensively 
developed in Malacca and Sumatra, while some occurs in Burma, can be 
peculiar to these regions,^ it is uncertain if anything precisely similar has 
hitherto been detected elsewhere. It is almost invariably a surface form- 
ation, and according to some observers, nothing but a form of soil; yet it be- 
comes an important formation from the very large area in India, which it 
superficially covers, and a treatise on Indian geology woulcf be imperfect 
without a full description of the rock. 

The order in which its description comes is governed by the fact that 
v^hile there can be but little doubt that some forms of laterite are 
in process of formation at the present day, others date from tertiary, and 
perhaps from eocene, times, and as the rock is usually unfossiliferous it 
appears best to describe all the varieties together before proceeding to 
the description of the posttertiary rocks. 

The description of laterite, given in many geological works, is far from 
accurate, although the rock has been well described by several Indian 
geologists.* In its normal form it is a porous argillaceous rock much 


^ Voysey states that it is found at tlie Cape 
of Good Hope. It is a noteworthy fact that 
no laterite has been detected in Abyssinia, 
where the rocks throughout a large area of 
country are precisely similar to those of the 
Bombay Deccan. In map No. 4 of Berghaus' 
Physical Allas, laterite is rerresented as cover- 
ing nearly a quai ter of the dry land of the earth. 
The term is, however, used in a difPi rent sense 
to that here applied, 

® It would be difficult to give a description 
of any rock more clear and accurate than 


Newbold’s account »>£ the laterite of Bidar, 
As^Soc, XUI, 989, (1844) ; ^ottr.As, Soc* 

Beng , XI V, 299, (1845) and Jour, Roy, As, 
5 oc. Vm, 227 (1846). Tne descriptions of 
laterite scattered through the writings of various 
Indian geologists are too numerous to quote. 
Amongst the more important are the following— 
Buchanan Journey from Madras through My- 
sore, Canara, and Malabar, London, 1807, II, 
p. 410. Stirling, As, Res,, XV, 177, (1825); 
1 Chnsiie, Edin Neo) PhiL VI, 117,(1829); 
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impregnated with iron peroxide irregularly distributed throughout the 
mass, whose composition may be gathered from the following analysis of a 
very richly ferruginous variety from Rangoon.*— 

Soluble in Acids. 


Peroxide of iron 46*279 

Alumina 57^3 

Lime -742 

Magnesia • • • • *090 

Silica *120 


Insoluble iN Acids. 

Silica (dissolved by potash) . ^ . 6*728 

Silica (by fusion) 30728 

Lime, iron, and alumina ....... 2728 

Combined water alkalies and lose 6*802 


100*000 

The iron exists either entirely in the state of hydrated peroxide 
(limonite) or else partly as hydrated and partly as anhydrous peroxide. 
The surface of laterite after exposure is usually covered with a brown or 
blackish brown crust of limonite, but when freshly broken, the rock is 


and Mad. Jour. Lit.. Stu^ IV, 468, (1836); l22^ (1881) ; XXIV, 217 and 239, (1890); where 
Calder, ^ VIII, 4, (1833) ; Cole, an account of all previous notices is given. 

Jour. Lit. Sci.^ I V, ICO, (i836).j V'o}sey, Jour, See also Eecords^ XV, 93, (1882) ; XXII, 220, 
As. Soc, Beng.f XIX, 2735 (1850); Kelaart, (1889). 

JSdin. New Phil. Jour.^ LIV, 28, (1853)*, ^Jour. As. Soo. Bejtg.j XXII, 198, (1853). 
Carter, Jour. Bo. Br. ^5. 5 oc., IV, 199, The result given is the mean of three an- 
ti 852) ; V, 264, (1857) ; Aytoun, Edin. New aly&es made in the laboratory of the School of 
Phil. Jour. j 2nd series, XV, 67, (1856)1 Buist., Mines, London. The following are assays of 
Transm Bo. Gtog. Soc., XV, p. xxii, (1859). the quantity of iron contained in the portion of 
The subject has also been frequently treated laterite soluble in acids. The analysis of first 
in the publications of the Geological Survey, five and No. 8 were made by Mr. Mallet for 
especially Memoirs 1 , 69, (1856), 265-280,(1859)* the first edition of the present work ; the other 
7S» 260, (1864) ; X, 27, (1873); three are from the paper on the laterite of 

XII, 200, 224, (1S76) ; XIII, 222, (1877) ; XVIII, Orissa (Memous, I, p. 288) 
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High-level laterite overlying Deccan trap, Amarkantik 
Ditto from Mdin Pdt, Sargfija 

Ditto from Baplaimali pUteau, Kdldhandi, 

south of Sambalpur , • 

Ditto from top of Moira hill in the Kharakpur 


range, south of Mor.ghyr 

Ditto from Mahudgarhf hill, Rdjmahdl hills . 

Laterite (high-level) from Kdthidwdr, Western India . 
Low-level lateritej from Daltola, Cuttack, Orissa 

Ditto from near Cuttack . . . * 


Ditto from Tanjore 
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mottled with various tints of brown, red, and yellow, and a considerable 
proportion sometimes consists of white clay. The difference of tint is 
evidently due to the segregation of the iron in the harder portions, the 
pale yellow and white portions of the rock, which contain little or no iron, 
being very much softer, and liable to be washed away on exposure. Oc- 
casionally the white portions have a brecciated appearance, and consist 
of angular fragments in a ferruginous matrix. In this case the rock has 
not unfrequently a compact texture resembling jasper, but it is never so 
hard as a purely silicious mineral. 

The iron peroxide not unfrequently occurs in the form of small pisolitic 
nodules, which are sometimes employed as iron ore. Veins and nests of 
black manganese have been observed by Newbold in some iaterites of the 
Deccan.^ 

In many forms of laterite the rock is traversed by small irregular 
tortuous tubes, from a quarter of an inch to upwards of an inch in dia- 
meter. The tubes are most commonly vertical, or nearly vertical, but 
their direction is quite irregular, and sometimes they are horizontal. They 
are usually lined throughout with a crust of limonite, and except near the sur- 
face are often filled with clay. Besides these, there are sometimes horizontal 
cracks, occasionally expanding into small cavities, and giving an appearance 
of irregular stratification to the formation. In the more massive forms of 
laterite some horizontal banding is usually present, the cavities beneath the 
surface being mostly filled by more or less sandy clay. When first quar- 
ried, the rock is so soft that it can easily be cut out with a pick, and 
sometimes with a spade, but it hardens greatly on exposure. ^ 

The exposed surface, whether vertical or horizontal, is characteristic 
and peculiar. It is extremely irregular, being pitted over with small 
hollows, caused by the washing away of the softer portions, and gener- 
ally, though not always, traversed by the tubes and cavities just described. 
At times it is so much broken up by small holes as to appear vesicular, 
whilst the crust of limonite forms a brown glaze, often mammillated or 
botryoidal, so that the rock has a remarkably scoriaceous appearance 
and bears a very curious resemblance to an igneous product. It is not 
surprising that many observers should have looked upon laterite as vol- 
canic, for not only does it often present this remarkable superficial resem- 
blance to a scoriaceous lava flow, but it is found, in several parts of India, 
associated with basalt and other igneous rocks. Laterite, however, as will 
be shown presently, is never an original form of igneous rock. It is in all 
cases either produced by the alteration of other rocks, sometimes igneous 
sometimes sedimentary or metamorphic, or else it is of detrital origin. 

The laterite frequently appears to pass into the underlying rock, 


^ Jour. As. So€. Beng.f XIII, 992, (184.4), 


2 B 



372 GFOLOGY OF iNDf I ATI^Rl FF. [Ohap. XV. 

whether this be igneous, metamorphic, or sedimentary. In the case of basalt 
or gneiss underlying laterite the upper pait is decomposed, forming a 
clay, which becomes a kind of lithomarge passing by insensible grada- 
tions into laterite itself, through its impregnation nith iron by the water 
trickling through the laterite above. In fiesh sections, where adetrital form 
of laterite is the overlying rock, the limit of the tw^o can usually be traced 
without difficulty, but surfaces which have been exposed for a length of 
time are generally covered with more or less of the limonite glaze and the 
lithomarge can no longer be distinguished from laterite.^ This lithomarge 
is always more ferruginous above than below ; it varies in colour from red 
through yellow to white, being usually mottled, not frequently coloured 
purple or lilac in patches, and a few pipes often occur, apparently produced 
by the percolation of water. 

Another form of lithomarge, found beneath the laterite in many places, 
and especially to the northw^ard, consists of hardened clay, sometimes 
sandy and generally highly ferruginous, which shows no tendency to pass 
into the underlying rock, although it usually exhibits unmistakable transition 
into the laterite above. In these cases, the laterite and lithomarge together 
form a group of beds superposed, as a rule unconformably, upon 
older rocks of various kinds. In some instances, as in Bundelkhand, this 
infra-Iateritic formation contains pebbles,* and there is every reason for 
believing that it is a rock of sedimentary origin. In some cases the 
present form of lithomarge contains haematite or limonite in quantitieb 
sufficient to enable the mineral to be collected for iron ore, as in Bundel- 
khand, near Jabalpur, and on the eastern flanks of the Rajmahal hills. ® 

One peculiarity possessed to an eminent degree by all forms of laterite 
is the property of broken or detrital fragments being recemented into a mass, 
closely resembling the original rock. Laterite itself has grfeat powders of 
resisting atmospheric disintegration, being produced by long action of the 
atmosphere upon various ferruginous clays, but the underlying formation 
decomposes, is slowly washed away, and the originally horizontal cap of 
laterite, falling down, becomes reconsolidated on the irregular surface, 
which it still covers. Another form of reconsolidated laterite is composed 
of broken fragments, washed down by rain and streams to a lower level, 
at which they became recemented. 

The surface of the country composed of the more solid forms of la- 
terite is usually very barren, the trees and shrubs growing upon it being 
thinly scattered and of small size. This infertility is due, in great part, 
to the rock being so porous that all water sinks into it, and sufficient 
moisture is not retained to support vegetation. The result is that laterite 
plateaux are usually bare of soil, and frequently almost bare of vegetation. 

I Memoitif I, 283, (1859). | « Memoirs, II, 81, (i860) ; XIII, 241, (1877). 

* MewoirSf 11, 84, (i860). i 
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Of course, this barrenness is not universal, soil sometimes accumulates 
on laterite caps, and some of the more giavelly or more argillaceous 
varieties support a moderate amount of vegetation. Still the generil 
effect of the rock is to produce barrenness. 

Several writers have divided the laterite into two forms, high level and 
low level laterite, the former of which was supposed not to be, the other 
to be, ofdetrital origin, and by some it has been urged that the term should 
only be applied to the latter of these. 

The high level form, which is found capping the summits of hills and 
plateaux on the highlands of central and western India, is a rock of 
fine grain, and apart from the irregular distribution of the iron it contains, 
fairly homogeneous in structure ; it is not sandy, and only exceptionally 
shows any indication of a detrital origin This type Mr. Foote * has pro- 
posed to distinguish as iron clay, a term used by Voysey, one of the 
earliest observers, but also used by him in describing the bw level detrital 
laterite of Nellore. 

The low level laterite, which covers larg^ tracts in the neighbourhood 
of both coasts, on the other hand, frequently contains grains of sand and 
pebbles, imbedded in the ferruginous matrix It is, as a rule, less homo- 
geneous than the high level form, and passes by insensible gradations into 
sandy clay or gravel with a very small proportion of iron, especially in the 
exposures that have been classed as laterite on the east coast, many of 
which have little or no claim to the name if it is to be used in any litho- 
logical sense. On the west coast the exposures are more truly lateritic in 
their nature, and there are large areas of rock which do not appear to be 
detrital in their origin and are undistinguishable, except by position, from 
the high level laterite of the Deccan. 

This fact shows that no hard and fast distinction can be drawn 
between the high and low level laterite, but there is undoubtedly on 
the whole a difference in age and origin between the two types, and 
those geologists who consider that the name of a rock should distinguish 
not only its composition and structure, but also its mode of origin, are 
justified in refusing to use the same word fo designate both. At the same 
time there is nothing in the description of the origirtal propounder of the 
name to indicate that he restricted the word to one form rather than the 
other. There is good reason to suppose that some of the laterite in the 
district he examined is, and some is not, of detrital origin ; moreover, the 
word has by convention come to be used so generally as an ill defined but 
convenient term, descriptive of the constitution and nature of the rock, 
irrespective of its mode of origin, that it would be inconvenient, if not 
impossible, to attempt a restriction of its meaning. But, though it is im- 
possible to distinguish between the high level and low level laterites, it by 

^ XII, 201, (187c), 
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those terras there is implied any theory involving the supposition of an 
essential difference in age or mode of origin, yet the terms are convenient 
■when they merely refer to the position occupied by the rock, whether on 
the highlands of the interior, or on the lowlands near the coast. 

The fact is, that it is frequently impossible to determine whether the 
laterite is detrital or not, a difficulty well shown by the beds which occur 
interstratified with lower tertiaries near Surat. These beds are sedi- 
mentary, for marine fossils were found in one of them, yet they are not in 
the least sandy, and they resemble the laterite or iron clay of the Bombay 
Deccan so closely that, when these laterite beds were first examined by 
the Geological Survey, they were supposed to be volcanic rocks altered by 
surface action. The mistake, it should be added, was partly due to an 
apparent intercalation of basalt and numraulitic limestone, subsequently 
found to be caused by faulting. 

The high level laterite is chiefly developed on the Deccan plateau, 
especially on the highest portions of the Sahyddri range, and of the 
spurs running from the Ghats. It forms a cap on the uppermost traps 
exposed on the plateau, being also found at lower elevations, but the 
lower beds are, as a rule, of small extent or thickness. The summit bed, 
as it is termed by Mr. Foote,* is not more than 50 to 90 feet in thickness 
in the southern Maritha country. It is about the same at Mahabaleshwar, 
but from 100 to 200 feet at Bfdar north-west of Haidar^bad. It occurs 
at varying heights above the sea, 4, 700 feet at Mahdbaleshwar beingprobably 
the highest point, whilst at several places in the southern Mardthi country 
it is found capping ridges and isolated hills from about 2,000 to nearly 3,500 
feet above the sea, always overlying the highest lava flow in the country. 
At Mdtheran, near Bombay, and on some neighbouring plateaux, there are 
caps of laterite at about 2,000 feet above the sea, but these do not 
belong to the summit bed, as the traps on the tops of these hills are 
not high in the series. Some of the laterite caps are very extensive 
The bed at Bfdar is said to be twenty-eight miles long from west-north- 
west to east south-east and twenty-two miles broad, and the area of late- 
rite at Kaliani, forty miles west of Bidar, is of even greater extent.* 

The greater portion of the trap area in the Deccan has not been closely 
examined, but so far as is known, laterite is of rare occurrence, except 
near the Western Ghdts and in the southern Mardthd country. A few 
very small caps are found south-west of Ndgpur, in south-east Berar, and 
probably similar small outliers occur here and there along the south-eastern 
margin of the volcanic region. Farther to the north-east, laterite occurs 
at Amarkantak and on the eastern outliers of the Deccan traps, at Miin 
I* 4 t and Jamfra Pit in Sdrgfija, being from 100 to 200 feet thick on the 

203,(-8;^). I » Newbold, four. Rm. As. Soe., VlII, aa8. 
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former. North of the Narbadi also, in Rewd, Bundelkhand, and in other 
states as far west as Gujerit, laterite is found, sometimes as much as 
200 feet in thickness, capping outliers of the trap series. 

In all the localities hitherto mentioned laterite occurs resting upon the 
Deccan traps, but the high level laterite overlaps the traps, rests upon older 
rocks, and is found in places some hundreds of miles beyond any existing 
outlier of the volcanic series. Instances of this kind have been noticed 
by various observers in the southern Marithd country,^ the same laterite 
bed being apparently sometimes continued from the trap surface o» 
to the transition or metamorphic rocks, whilst numerous outliers on 
the older formations are known to exist. Caps are said also to occur 
at high elevations on the Dambal or Kappatgod hills, east of Dhdr- 
w4r, and on hills in the neighbourhood of Bellary and Cuddapah.® More to 
the north-east; in the high grounds of Patnd, Kdldhandi, Bastdr, Jaipur, 
etc., between the Mahdnadi and Goddvari, caps of laterite, 50 to 100 feet 
thick, occur on many of the higher hills^ at elevations of between 2,000 
and 4,000 feet above the sea. The most eastern exposure known to occur 
in this neighbourhood is on the Kopilas hill, about 2,050 feet above the 
sea, and 12 miles nearly due north of Cuttack.^ To the northward a 
great expanse of laterite is found on the Chutid Ndgpur plateau at eleva- 
tions varying from 2,000 to 3,000 feet above the sea in several places, and 
especially to the north-west of Jashpur;® it caps ridges and peaks in the 
usual manner, but differs from the usual high level laterite in covering hills 
and valleys alike, and is probably in part a reconsolidated formation. 
Leaving, for the moment, the Rdjmabdl hills, which require separate 
notice, a thick mass of laterite occurs at an elevation of 1,500 feet on 
Moira hill, the highest peak of the Kharakpur range. Turning thence 
westward, caps of the same rock are found, outside of the trap area, at 
several places in Bundelkhand,® and at two near Gwalior,^ all on the highest 
ground oi the country. 

Besides the above mentioned localities laterite has been reported to 
occur on some of the hills of Southern India, but ferruginous clays have 
possibly been described under the name of laterite, which have little of 
its true character. Such is the case with the Nflgiris, one of the localities 
mentioned by several geologists. No vrell authenticated occurrence of 
laterite is known at an elevation exceeding 5,000 feet above the sea. 

There is, however, a very important bed of this rock on the Rdj- 


> Newbold, four. As, Soc. Beng.f XIII, 996, 
(1844); fortr. Boy. As. Soc.^ ^ 111 , 228 , (1846); 
Foote, Memoirs^ XII, 205, 217, (18; 6) 
^Newbold, Jour. Roy. As. Soc.^ VIII, 228, » 
(1846). 

« Ball, Ricofds, X, 169, (1877). 


* Tho information of the occurrence of Uteri te 
on Kopilas hill was obtained by Mr. Ball from 
Dr. Stewart, of Cuttack. 

® Ball, Records^ X, 170, footnote, (1877). 

* H. B. Medlicott, Memoirs, II, 82, (i86c). 

* Hacket, Records, III, 41, (1870). 
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mahiil hills in Bengal,* These hills, like the highlands of the Bombay 
Deccan, are composed of bedded basaltic traps, and, as in the Deccan, the 
very highest bed consists of laterite, Mahu^garhf, the highest plateau in 
the range, 1,655 above the sea, being capped by this formation. The 
laterite in the Rdjmahal hills is, in places, as much as 200 feet thick and 
it slopes gradually from the western scarp of the hills, where it attains its 
highest elevation, to the Gangetic plain on the east. Here, too, there is 
sometimes, as in the Deccan, an apparent passage from basalt into laterite, 
but the latter rock to the eastward is distinctly identical with the low 
level laterite of Bengal, and is clearly of detrital origin, w^hilst, even at 
considerable elevations in the hills, fragments, derived from the shales 
interstratified with the basaltic flows, are found imbedded in the laterite, 
so that, no distinct line having ever been drawn between the beds at differ- 
ent elevations, we appear in this case to have a passage from the high 
level into the low level laterite, and reasons for supposing that both were 
originally of sedimentary origin. The case, it should be remembered, is 
not clearly proved, the laterite of the R^jmahdl country not having been 
specially examined with a view to test the connection between the beds to 
the eastward and those to the w'estward, but the two appear to be parts 
of the same formation, and it is certain that both are in this instance 
detrital.® 

The evidence hitherto collected is insufficient to justify the conclusion 
that the high level laterite once formed a continuous bed, occupying the 
whole surface of the Indian peninsula from the Ganges valley to the neigh- 
bourhood of Madras, but the manner in w’hich caps now occur upon isolated 
peaks and ridges clearly shows that they were once much more extensive, 
and that only the remnants have been left undenuded. It is difficult, in pre- 
sence of the great amount of denudation which has taken place since the 
laterite caps were part of a more extensive formation to escape the conviction 
that the high level laterite must be of considerable geological antiquity. 


Before proceeding to discuss the 
laterite, it will be best to point out 

* The laterite has been but briefly noticed ; 
see T. Oldham, Jour, As, Soc. Beng,, XXIII, 
® 73 > (^854) I Ball, Memoirs, XIII, 222, (1877;. 

^ There is a possibility that the connection 
between the high level laterite and the low 
level laterite of the eastern coast is not con- 
fined to the solitary instance of the Rdjxna- 
hdl hills, although no other equally well mark- 
ed case of passage can be traced, and xn 
some cases, as at Kopilas near Cuttack, the 
difference in level is very great ; but th^ low 
level laterite of the eastern coast rises gia- 


very difficult subject of the origin of 
the general distribution of the low 

dually from the neighbourhood of the sea, at 
a slope which, if continued inland, would con- 
nect the bed with the high level formation. 
The latter is of greater antiquity than the low 
level bed, but the process of formation may 
have been continuous, the rock now found at 
a higher level being first formed, that at a 
lower elevation being gradually consolidated 
as the lower portion of the country was raised 
above the sea. It should be remembered that 
the higher part of the country was, in all pro- 
bability, never depressed below the sea level* 
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level laterite, especially in the neighbourhood of the coast. On the west 
coast of the Peninsula laterite has not been observed in the Konkan, 
or lowlands, north of Bombay,^ it appears, a little farther to the south- 
ward, between Bombay and Ratnigiri, and extends thence throughout 
large tracts of the low country, intervening between the Sahyddri range 
and the sea, as far as Cape Comorin. It does not, of course, cover the 
whole surface. In many places it has been cut away by streams, so that 
the lower formations are exposed, and in parts of the country it appears 
to be wanting. The greater part of the region, however, has never been 
geologically mapped, and very few details of the distribution of laterite are 
available, 

In the country between Ratndgiii and Goa the rock appears to 
form a plateau, having a general elevation of 200 to 300 feet above the 
sea. On the coast it terminates in cliffs, the trap being exposed 
beneath it. The plateau extends for from 15 to 20 miles inland, and is 
cut through by numerous rivers and streams, in all of which the trap is 
exposed, the lignite and clays, which were mentioned in the last chapter, 
being found between the laterite and the traps at Ratn^giri. Farther in- 
land the laterite is found at a higher elevation than near the coast, so that 
the rock appears to have a low slope towards tli© sea. The laterite is 
distinctly of detrital origin, and even conglomeratic in places, the thick- 
ness is considerable, but no exact measurements have been recorded, except 
at Ratndgiri, where it amounts to 35 feet, probably less than the average. 
It is evident that the plateau formerly extended much farther to the east- 
ward, and it probably covered the whole of the country as far as the base 
of the Sahyddri range, for caps of laterite are found in places on the trap 
hills, and masses, reconsolidated from the detritus of the principal beds, 
are found at low-er levels. 

South of Malwdn the underlying rock is no longer trap but gneiss, or 
some other metamorphic formation. The laterite, which is extensively 
developed, appears to be similar to that of the Bombay Konkan. In 
Travancore it overlies the fossiliferous tertiary beds. 

On the east coast of India laterite occurs almost everywhere, rising 
from beneath the alluvium which fringes the coast, and sloping gradually 
upwards towards the interior, but this laterite is, as a rule, a much less 
massive formation than the rock of the western coast. It is seldom more 
than 20 feet in thickness, and is often represented by a mere sandy or 
gravelly deposit, not more than four or five feet thick Where it is thicker 
the lower portion usually consists of lithomarge, produced by the alteration 
of the underlying rock. The laterite is frequently conglomeratic, and 

This idea of the whole laterite being one ' Except near Surat, where the outcrops are 
continuous formation appears to have occurred of nummuliiic age. The rock differs from 
to Newbold. — "Jour, Uoy, As, Scc,Vin, 240* all superficial laterite, in being distinctly in- 
(1S46). tercalated between other beds. 
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includes large rounded, or subangular, fragments of gneiss and other rocks, 
good instances being found at Trichinopoli at many places near Madras, 
amongst which are the Red Hills, seven miles to the north-west of the city, 
and around the detached hills north-west of Cuttack, in Orissa. In the 
Madras area quartzite implements of human construction have been found 
in the laterite in considerable numbers.^ 

The fringe of laterite is of very unequal width In places it forms a 
broad, low slope, stretching for many miles from the edge of the alluvium ; 
in others it only remains as caps upon the older rocks. In one form 
or another it appears to be traced, at short intervals, from Cape Comorin 
to Orissa, and thence northuard through Midnapur, Rardw^n, and 
Birbhum, to the flanks of the Rdjmahdl hills, where it is well developed and, 
as already noticed, it appears to pass into the high level laterite. 

The low level laterite is not confined to the neighbourhood of the coast. 
It is frequently found in patches over many parts of the country, but these 
patches are rarely of large size and they often appear to be due to local 
conditions, such as abundance of iron in the rocks, or reconsolidation of 
fragments derived from a bed of high level laterite. Many such lateritic 
deposits are rather of the nature of ferruginous gravel than of true lateritic. 
The small pisolitic nodules, so characteristic of some forms of laterite, are 
found abundantly in the older alluvium of the Ganges valley, and in many 
other superficial deposits in the plains of India, and whenever they are suf- 
ficiently abundant, appear to become cemented, with the accompanying 
sand and clay, into a rock closely resembling laterite in many of its pecu- 
liarities. 

In Burma, laterite of the detrital low level type is found in places 
on the edge of the alluvial tracts of the Ira wadi and Sittaung rivers in 
Pegu and Martaban, forming as usual a cap to other rocks, and having a 
very low dip towards the river from the sides of the valleys. The laterite 
appears to form the basement bed of the post-tertiary gravels and sands, 
and laterite gravels, apparently derived from the denudation of the mas- 
sive laterite are largely dispersed through the older alluvial deposits. 

West of the Irawadi only a few patches of laterite occur in the Myan- 
auug district, but the rock is more common along the western foot of the 
Pegu Yoma. To the east of that range laterite is generally wanting, but 
there is a well marked belt ot this formation along the base of the meta- 
morphic hills east of the Sittaung river, forming a plateau which rises 50 
or 60 feet above the alluvium of the Sittaung valley. Some laterite is 
also found in Tenasserim, whence it extends into the Malay peninsula. 


Having thus staled, as briefly as is consistent with the object of afford - 
* R. B. Foote, Memoirs, X, 27-58, (1873), 
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ing a tolerably complete account of the rock, the distribution and mode of 
occurrence of the different varieties of laterite, the question of the manner 
in which this rock has been formed, must next be considered. The 
subject has already been noticed as difficult, the difficulty arising from 
the fact that the rock has evidently undergone a considerable amount of 
change, both chemical and structural. Tlie difference between laterite, 
when first cut from the quarry and the same rock after exposure, is 
well marked. The rock becomes harder, and the hardening appears 
not merely due to the desiccation of the argillaceous constituents, but 
also to a change taking place in the distribution of the peroxide of 
iron, the change being shown by the colour becoming darken and by the 
surface being covered with a glaze of Hmonite. Whether the anhydrous 
iron peroxide, which occurs in some forms of high level laterite, be- 
comes converted by exposure into hydrated peroxide, has not been 
ascertained, but it is quite clear that the process of segregation of the 
iron has tended greatly to obscure any structure which may have exist- 
ed originally in the rock, and that this segregative action is constantly 
in progress. It has already been stated that iron has been dissolved out 
of the laterite and redeposited in the underlying lithomarge, where the 
latter is merely an altered form of the rock beneath, and it is a common 
circumstance to find pisolitic nodules of hydrated iron peroxide, evidently 
due to segregation, in some forms of laterite. These facts, and the pro- 
cess by which the surfaces of the rock, and of the tubes by which it is 
traversed, become coated with a glaze of limonite, render it evident that a 
transfer of iron oxide from one part of the rock to another is continually 
going on. 

One view, which has been held by several good observers and has 
been strongly supported by Mr. Foote’s examination of the laterite or 
iron clay in the southern Marithd country, is that the high level laterite 
is simply the result of the alteration in situ of various forms of rock, and 
especially of basalt, by the action of atmospheric changes. Many of the 
dolerites of the Deccan contain iron in the form of magnetite, and large 
quantities of magnetic iron sand -are found in the beds of streams which 
flow over the traps, whilst bands, both of magnetite and haematite, are lo- 
cally common in the metamorphic rocks. The gradual change from dole- 
ritic trap into laterite has been noticed by several observers,^ and so far as 
the Deccan alone is concerned, the evidence in favour of laterite being 
merely the result of atmospheric change acting upon very ferruginous vol- 
canic rocks, appears so strong that, if there were no conflicting phenome- 
na, it might be accepted as a satisfactory explanation. At the same time 
there are some difficulties, to which attention was first called by Captain 


^ Vojsey, JoM* As, Beng,^ XIX, 274, (1850); Foote, Memoirs^ XII, 202, (187Q. 
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Nevvbold/ and although Mr. Foote® 1ms shown that they are not insuper- 
able, they must not be overlooked, because the apparently sedimentary 
oiigin of the rock, in Bundelkhand and elsewhere, tends to invalidate 
the conclusion that the high level laterlte is merely the result of surface 
change. 

The main argument in favour of supposing the high level laterite of 
the Deccan to be merely altered basalt, is that tlie two rocks are 
seen to pass into each other. 'I his fact, which is unquestionably 
established, may be considered proof that late rite may result from 
the alteration of hasalt or a similar rock but it is, of course, insufficient 
e/idence to show that such is the oiigin in all cases. It is always 
possible that the upper portion of the laterite is, in each case, of ex- 
traneous origin, and that the surface of the basalt beneath has been 
affected by the infiltration of iron, in the manner already described vihen 
explaining the origin of lithomarge. Numerous instances are found, on 
the other hand, in which the lateiite rests upon the suiface of basalt, 
which is either hard and unaltered, or soft and decomposed, without any 
appearance of a passage from one rock to the other. But this, again, is 
no proof that the laterite above the unaltered trap is not itself the result 
of alteration of a different lava flow, the rock beneath not being sus- 
ceptible of the same change. It is clear that the evidence afforded by 
the circumstance that basaltic trap sometimes passes into laterite, and 
sometimes does not, is insufficient to decide the question as to whether 
the latter is derived from the former by a process of chemical alteration. 

It has been stated that magnetite occurs in many of the Deccan 
basalts, but until far more anal) ses have been made, it is impossible to 
say whether any of these rocks contain as large a proportion of iron as 
the laterite. It is probable that some may, but it is certain that so large 
a proportion of iron as 15 or 20 per cent ^ in any basalt is exceptional, 
yet this is not above the aveiage amount in the Deccan laterite. At the 
same time the larger percentage may perhaps be explained by a process 
of concentration, some of the other constituents of the rock having been 
removed, in the manner explained fuither on, but not the iron. 

One difficulty, to which especial attention was drawn by Captain New- 
bold, is the complete absence in the lateiite of those nodules, large or 
small, of various forms of silica, such as agate, jasper, and crystalline, 
quartz, so frequently found in the different forms of trap. It is difficult 
to understand, if laterite simply results frcm the alteration m sdu of the 
Deccan basalts, w*hy no amygdaloidal structure, especially where the 
amygdules contain so indestructible a mineral as agate, should be detected 


^SFour.As.St^c Btng , XIII, 995, (1844), Joui 
As, , Vni, 238, (i8.j6). 

* Msmoiis, XU, 203, (i8;6). 


® That is of metallic iron ; 15 per cent, of 
iron corresponds to 19-3 per cent, o^ protoxi le, 
and 21*4 per cent, of sesquioxide. 
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in the altered rock. Mr. Foote suggests.^ that, in the rase of the summit 
bed, which appears to rest upon the highest traps, the absence of 
amygdaloidal structure may be due, in the first place to the lava flow, 
having been of a peculiarl) dense nature,^ and secondly to the fact that, 
being the uppermost flow, the water which percolated it did not contain 
silica in sufficient quantity to form silicious nodules in the vesicular 
hollow’s. He also points out that the underlying bed into w'hich the 
summit bed laterite is seen to graduate in several sections, is a very 
argillaceous rock without vesicular cavities or enclosed minerals. 

One conclusion is clear, if the high level laterite of the Deccan has 
been produced by the alteration m stlii of volcanic rocks, only particular 
varieties of such rocks are capable of undergoing the alteration. If all 
v\ere similarly liable to be converted into laterite at the surface, the 
occurrence of that rock would be more general, and less restricted to 
particular elevations. The great difficulty in the way of explaining the 
origin of the high level laterite, so widely spread in Malwdand the Deccan^ 
by a simple process of atmo-pheric alteration is, in brief, that the hypo- 
thesis demands tlie occuirence, over an enormous area of country, of a 
volcanic rock, whether a tuff or a true lava flow is immaterial, of peculiar 
and unu«^ual composition, containing a much larger proportion of iron than 
usual, and wanting the amygdaloidal structure, so common in the Deccan 
traps. This difficulty, it must be remembered, is, so far, only a reason for 
caution in coming to a conclusion, and does not show that the hypothesis of 
alteration in situ is impossible. 

The great extension of the laterite beyond the trap area might 
be explained by supposing that the highest volcanic stratum covered a 
wider surface than any of the inferior lava flows, but this theory is unten- 
able in some cases, for instance in that of the Gauli plateau, south of 
Belgium,* where abed of laterite at a lower level than the summit bed 
was traced by Mr Foote on both sides of the Mahddiyi ravine, passing 
into the underlying trap to the northward and into metamorphic rocks to 
the south, as is represented in the sketch section fig. 20, given on the fol- 
lowing page. In this case, the southern portion must have been foimed from 
gneissic rocks if the laterite be the result of alteration alone, and it 
is difficult to understand how two rocks, so totally dissimilar in constitution 
as basalt and gneiss, can have produced precisely the same rock, by a 
simple process of disintegration in situ. 

On the other hand, the difficulties in the way of supposing the high 
level laterite to be sedimentary are considerable. The idea of its being 
a marine deposit can scarcely be entertained, as there is not a shadow of 

^ MefiioUsy XII, 203, (1876). 1 rare, although they do not, as a rule, preserve 

* Such dense beds do certainly occur in the their non-vesicular character over large areas. 
Deccan traps indeed they cannot be said to be ' Memoirs^ XII, 217, (1876). 
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evidence in any part of India to rendei it probable that 
the whole of the great trap plateau has been beneath 
the sea in tertiary times. It is inconceivable that 
fluviatile deposits should be so enormously extended, 
yet so thin. One objection, which at the first glance 
appears important, is apparent rather than real. It 
is that a sedimentary deposit could not be formed 
on the highest portions of the country, because there 
could be no higher land in the neighbourhood from 
which the sediment might be derived, whilst the 
singularly small amount of disturbance which the 
Deccan rocks have undergone renders it improbable 
that any great relative change of elevation has taken 
place. But it must be remembered that laterite is 
a rock which resists atmospheric action far more than 
most forms of doleritic trap, as is shown by the 
manner in which hard unaltered caps of laterite 
rest upon softened and decomposing basaltic rocks. 
Consequently those portions of the plateau which 
were oiiginally highest may, if not capped by 
laterite, have disintegrated more rapidly than those 
protected by the lateritic formation, until the latter 
remained, forming the highest ridges, long after 
the unprotected portions had been swept away. 

The evidence afforded by the laterite outliers in 
Bundelkhand^ is distinctly opposed to the theory of 
alteration tn situ. The whole group, laterite above 
underlaid by ferruginous clay, frequently containing 
sand and pebbles, is found indifferently capping the 
trap and Vindhyan sandstones. Now, whatever may 
be the case with dolerite and gneissic rocks, no 
conceivable process of alteration could convert a 
purely quartzose rock, containing a mere trace oE 
iron, like the Vindhyan sandstone, into an argillaceous 
one with 20 per cent, of iron entering into its com- 
position, and the circumstance that the lower portion 
of the lateritic group is clearly detrital, proves that the 
laterite is not an altered outlier of the Deccan trap. 


It appears almost impossible to separate the Bundelkhand laterite from 
the high level laterite of the Deccan. Lithologically and stratigraphically 

** MenioirSi U, 79—86, (i860). 
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the two rocks are identical. There can be no reasonable doubt that the 
trap once occupied the surface of the ground now cut out into valleys by 
the feeders and main streams of the Son, Narbadi, and Mahanadf, and 
that Buudelkhand and MilwA were united with Mandid and Sarguja into 
one plateau of horizontal trap rocks. If this be conceded, and it 
appears impossible to doubt it, the caps of laterite near S^gar (Saugor), 
occupying precisely the same relative position as those at Amarkantak 
and the Miin f^dt, may fairly be considered part of the same bed, and the 
Rewd outliers, which are probably either beyond the original range of 
the trap, or else on ground which was above the general trap level, must 
be referred to the same origin. Now the Amarkantak and Sarguja 
laterites are not merely similar in ever3* respect to the other Deccan high 
level outcrops of the rock, but they appear to be connected, by a series of 
small caps at intervals, with the typical formation of the southern Mardthd 
country. There may be a break in the chain, as the distances are too great 
for any safe conclusions to be formed, and all that can be done is to indi- 
cate the probabilities, but it appears to be a fair inference that, if the 
Bundelkkand laterite is of detrita! origin, the rock of Amarkantak and 
the Deccan is the same. 

The laterite of the Rdjmahdl hills is separated by so great a break 
from that of Sarguja, and the Rdjmahdl traps are in all probability so much 
older than those of the Deccan, that it is impossible to say whether the 
Rdjmahdl laterite is of the same age as that of central and western India. 
Lithologically it is identical, and like the Deccan laterite it occurs, in 
part at lea^t, at a considerable elevation, whilst its sedimentary origin has 
already been mentioned. 


On the west coast of the Peninsula we have a careful study of the low- 
levcl laterite of souih Malabar by Mr. P. Lake.^ He describes two distinct 
varieties, the first, distinguished as vesicular laterite, is characterised by nu* 
merous vermicular branching and anastomising tubes which, in the portion 
of the rock not exposed to the air, are filled with a white or yellow clay, 
containing a much smaller proportion of iron and a larger percentage of 
potash than the walls of the tubes. Away from the surface, as the rock 
becomes less affected by the weather, the distinction between the tube 
walls and their contents gradually disappears, till what was laterite above 
passes into clay below. The laterite is thus seen to be the result of a 
sort of superficial concretionary action, the iron tending to segregate in 
the form of tubes from which the clayey non-ferruginous parts are washed 
out, leaving the resulting laterite with a higher proportion of iron than the 
clay from which it was formed. 

* MemoirSf XXIV, 217, (1890). 
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The other variety of laterite, distinguished as pellety, is derived from 
the vesicular laterite. After the tube contents have been washed out the 
tube walls slowly break up into little subangular pieces, which are w'ashed 
away and depObited at a lower level, where they are recemented into a rock, 
usually much more solid than the first variety* It consists of small irre- 
gular ferruginous pellets cemented by a similar material, is devoid of 
vermicular tubes, and has a higher percentage of iron than the unexposed 
parts of the vesicular variety, the percentage being probably much the 
same as in the tube walls. 

The origin of the pellety form is sufficiently obvious ; it is a detrital 
rock fo med of the debris of the vesicular form, which is regarded by Mr. 
Lake as a product of decomposition in situ of the gneiss. The gneiss of 
Malabar, consisting principally of quartz, felspar, hornblende or mica, and 
garnets, weathers leadily into a ferruginous clay. If expof.ed to the 
weather, the iron segregates and hardens the clay, where it collects, while 
the rest, deprived of ferruginous cement, is loose and easily washed away. 
As this process goes on the gneiss becomes covered with a cap of laterite, 
gradually increasing in thickness till it acts as a protection to the under- 
lying gneiss from further decomposition. 

There can be no doubt that the vesicular laterite is, in part at least, 
formed by a laterisati on of the decomposed gneiss, for the lamination of 
the gneiss can often be traced into the laterite, and the more quartzose 
beds stand up as ribs several feet into the laterite which has replaced 
the more felspathic portions on either side. 


One more hypothesis of the origin of laterite requires notice. Mr. F. R, 
Mallet, in noticing the resemblance of certain ferruginous beds wdth under- 
lying bole, interstratified with the volcanic rocks of Ulster,^ to the laterite 
and lithomarge of India, suggests that the laterite is of lacustrine origin. 
During the decay of vegetable matter in the presence of tne higher oxides 
of iron oxygen is absorbed, reducing them to protoxide, which unites with 
carbonic acid, a product of the decomposition of vegetation, to form ferrous 
carbonate, soluble in water containingan excess of carbonic acid. When 
the water carrying this ferrous carbonate in solution is exposed to the 
air in streams or lakes it absorbs oxygen, the ferrous carbonate is decom- 
posed with the escape of carbonic acid and a re-oxidation of the ferrous 
oxide into insoluble ferric oxide, which is precipitated wherever the 
water comes to rest in a lake or marsh. 

On this hypothesis the high level laterite would have been formed in 
the shallow depressions left between the lava flows and ash heaps of the 
surface of the land at the close of the Deccan trap period, while the low 

‘ Records , XIV, 139, (1881). 
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level laterite, excluding the ferruginous gravels, would have been formed 
in the depressions on the plain of marine denudation whose suiface it caps. 
As already explained, the lesistance which laterlte offers to denudation 
would be sufficient to account for its being now found capping the hills, 
and if it were originally formed in the depressions of the surface, for the 
complete reversal cf contour is an indication of the time that has elapsed. 


From w’hat has gone before it will be seen that the subject of the origin 
of laterite is still wrapt in obscurity. None of the various hypotheses that 
have been piopounded is completely satisfactory, nor is it possible to come 
to any final conclusion till an agreement is come to as to the meaning of 
the word laterite. It must be used either as purely a lithological, or as 
a chronological, term, not indifferently as either, but as the word was 
originally intended to describe a peculiar variety of rock, irrespective of 
its age or origin, for which too a fresh name would have to be adopted if 
the familiar one w’ere abandoned, it is the lithological sense of the word 
w’hich it is most desirable to retain. 

Using the term as defined Dy its proposer for a vesicular, highly ferru- 
ginous, clay, soft in the mass but readily hardening on exposure to the 
weather, it seems that there is nothing essentially volcanic in the rock. 
The high level laterites are doubtless derived, directly or indirectly, from 
the debris of volcanic rocks, but it is to the gneiss and granite that w^e must 
look for the ultimate source of the laterite of the south Konkan, Travancore, 
and Ceylon. 

According to some geologists this laterite is in reality a soil and formed 
by the direct decomposition in situ of the underlying rock, but] some doubt 
attaches to the observations on which this conclusion is based, as the ap- 
parent transition may be due to an infiltration of iron from the overlying 
laterite and a conversion of the decomposed portion of the underlying rock, 
where it is suitably argillaceous, into laterite. It is certain that, though 
laerite appears to a certain extent to be still in course of formation, the 
bulk of the rock is of ancient date, for it is now' found on the summits of 
steeply scarped trap hills, or a deeply eroded plain of marine denudation, 
the exceptions being for the most part those cases where it is palpably or 
probably of detrital origin, and derived from pre-existing laterite. 

There are two difficulties in the way of accepting this explanation 
without modification. The first is the large proportion of iron present in 
laterite, a proportion which is only exceptionally found in any volcanic 
rock, and much exceeds that present in any of the gneissose rocks, apart 
from certain highly ferruginous bands. Such local and exceptional accu- 
mulations of iron are not sufficient to account for the amount present in the 
laterite caps far removed from them, nor can the concentration of iron 
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caused by the washing aw’ay of the less ferruginous and consequently less 
coherent portions, account for its presence, any more than for the argil- 
laceous nature of the rock, where it rests on sandstones almost devoid of 
any trace of clay or iron. The supposition that laterite is derived from the 
decomposition of a specially ferriferous eruption, marking the close of the 
Oeccan trap period, is insufficient to account for the facts even within the 
Deccan trap area, and quite fails when applied to the remote exposures, 
far beyond the limits of the area within which the influence of these erup- 
tions could have been felt. 

One objection which might be urged to the hypothesis of the origin of 
laterite by the decomposition in situ of volcanic rock, that it should in that 
case be found interbedded with the trap, may be dismissed. How^ever 
laterite originated, time was certainly a factor in its formation, and the 
occurrence of beds of bole suggests that the same causes which subse- 
quently led to its formation, were at work during the Deccan trap period, 
but that the rapid succession of lava flows did not leave them time to pro- 
duce the full effect which resulted when the eruptions had ceased. 

The second difficulty is the great thickness of some of the patches of 
high level laterite, which seems to preclude their having been formed as a 
soil, by the segregation of the oxide of iron and removal of the less 
coherent non-ferruginous portions, and the more pro}»able explanation is 
that they were formed in lakes or marshy hollows by the deposition of oxide 
of iron from the stagnant waters, mixed more or less with fine grained ash 
and decomposed volcanic debris. The laterite of the lowlands may have 
been similarly formed in marshy hollows, left on the surface of a plain of 
marine denudation after its elevation above sea level. It is described 
as a thin, fairly uniform layer covering the undulations of this plain, but in 
Mr. Lake's description of south Malabar there are said to be gneiss hills, 
or islands, rising from this plain, on which no laterite is found, and if the 
laterite were a direct product of decomposition of gneiss, it is difficult to 
see why it should be restricted to the lowland near the coast, which was 
evidently once covered by the sea. 

As to the conditions necessary for the formation of laterite little can be 
said. Those countries where it has been supposed to be still in process of 
formation are characterised for the most part by a warm, moist, climate, and 
an abundant vegetation. But there is one characteristic of all the laterite 
regions that appears to be important ; the laterite is without exception only 
found on level or gently undulating surfaces, if we ignore the irregulari- 
ties produced by subsequent denudation. It is found on the terrace border- 
ing the sea coast, and on the plateaux capping the hills further inland, but 
whenever a rock which could pass for laterite is found on the intermediate 
slopes, it is clearly of derivative origin. The rounded surfaces of the 
gneiss hills of Ceylon and Southern India are often covered to a great 
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depth 'With a more or less ferruginous subsoil, which never passes into 
laterite, except in such localities as the summit plateau of the Shevaioy hiH«j 
01 the plain, now intersected with valleys of denudation, which bordeis the 
sea coast. It is also said to be found in the bottoms of the valleys of south 
Malabar, but wherever laterite is found on the sloping ground, it Is clearly 
derived from the disintegration of some bed at a higher level. 


The geological age of the high level laterite must, of course, remain 
undetermined, until the mode of formation has been more definitely ascer- 
tained. If the rock be merely the result of surface alteration, it may 
be of any date subsequent to the termination of the volcanic out- 
bursts. Indeed, it must still be in process of formation, as has been 
justly pointed out by several observers. But, as its occurrence in the 
form of a few isolated caps shows that it was once a much more extensive 
formation, it must have existed before the denudation of the area 
had much advanced, and must, therefore, have been formed, in part at 
least, soon after the termination of the volcanic eruptions. The great 
similarity between the high level laterite and the beds of the same rock 
interstratified with the nummulitic limestones and gravels of Gujarit and 
Cutch, tends to suggest the possibility that the two are contemporaneous, 
and also that they may have been produced in the same manner, with 
this important distinction, however, that the Gujardt beds are marine, 
whilst there does not appear to be any evidence in favour of supposing 
that the highlands of the Deccan were submerged during any portion of 
the tertiary period. Had they been submerged, the amount of denudation 
which the traps must have undergone would, in all probability, have 
caused the high level laterite to be more distinctly unconformable. At 
the same time, it is far from clear that the laterite is truly conformable to 
the highest trap flow's. It has been hitherto assumed, rather than proved, 
that all the beds of laterite, at lower elevations than the summit bod, are 
of later age. The occurrence of laterite at various elevations presents 
no difficulty on the theory of the laterite being an altered form of 
the traps, but if this cock be of any definite date, it is clear that ex- 
tensive denudation must have reduced the level of such hills as 
therdn, the uppermost beds of which are at least 2,000 or 3,000 feet 
below the highest volcanic flows, before the laterite was deposited. 
Nevertheless, the laterite of Matherdn, although apparently non-detrital, 
may be a secondary product. This question of the conformity of the high- 
level laterite to the highest traps requires, in fact, further investigation. 

Whether the true laterite of the low grounds near the sea is to be re- 
garded as newer than that of the high level plateaux depends on the 
hypothesis of origin adopted. If they are both products of decomposition. 

5> C 
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in situ of the underlying rock, they may both be of the same age, but if, 
as seems probable, the formation of the laterite was anterior (othe excava- 
tion of the valleys ^\hich now limit its extent, then the low level laterite is 
shown, by the less degree of denudation that has taken place since its for- 
mation, to be newer than the high level. On any hypothesis, except the 
impossible one of direct volcanic origin, there is no reason why the pro- 
duction of laterite should be restricted to any particular geological age, 
and Mr. Lake’s observation of the apparent passage of gneiss into laterite 
in the bottoms of some of the valleys of south Malabai,’ would bring the 
date of origin of some part of the laterite dowm to a, geologically, very 
recent period. 


The foregoing remarks regarding the origin of laterite refer only to 
what may be called the non-detrital foim, in the sense that it is not pal- 
pably formed of the debris of pre-existing rocks of a similar nature ; but the 
bulk of what has generally been described as low level laterite, principally 
along the east coast, is evidently of clastic origin, and is often merely a sub- 
recent gravel with a ferruginous matrix. Although, as has been explained, 
it seems advisable to use the term laterite in a purely lithological sense 
and not to apply it to such rocks, even though there is every degn»e of 
transition between the tw»o, it is impossible to ignore these so called late- 
rites, seeing that the term has been so generally used in the past. 

Like the true laterite of south Malabar, they are found resting on 
what appears to be a plain of marine denudation, and the enquiry naturally 
arises as to whether the low level laterite is a marine formation. A priori 
it W'ould appear improbable that a marine formation should be deposited 
during the process by which a plain of marine denudation is elevated 
above the sea. On the other hand, the frequent occurrence of pebbles, 
often of large size, in the laterites of the east coast appears due to the 
action of the waves, especially where, as around the isolated hills in Orissa, 
which may originally have been islands, a mass of well rounded shingle, 
in every way resembling a beach, is found cemented together by laterite. 
T he absence of marine fossils may be due to their having been obliterated 
by the forces which produced the peculiar concretionary structure of the 
rock. 

There are, however, two circumstances which appear to militate 
strongly against considering the laterite a marine formation. One of these 
is its remarkable thinness, which, so far as is know^n, rarely exceeds 20 
feet along the east coast, and the other is the very frequent occurrence, 
in the Madras country, of palaeolithic implements imbedded in the rock. 
Some of these might have been dropped into the sea from canoes, but 
* Memoirt^ XXIV, 226, (1890). 
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it is incredible that tl*e men who used the stones should have lost them 
in the sea in such numbers as would account for their present abundance. 

On the whole, it appears most probable that the low level laterite is a 
subaerial deposit, due, however, in many cases, to the rearrangement of 
marine gravels and sands by rain and streams. All rain and stream 
action would tend to carry away the lighter sand and clay, and to leave 
behind the heavy iron sand, and to this may be due the concentration of 
the ferruginous element. 

The presence of palaeolithic human implements in the Madras laterite 
proves that the rock is of post-tertiary origin. The implements ^ found 
are chiefly of quartzite, and have evidently been fashioned from peb- 
bles, derived originally from the rocks of the Cuddapah system. 

Despite the geologically recent origin of the low level laterite, the con- 
siderable amount of denudation which it has undergone shows that it is, 
in part at least, a formation of ancient date, counting by years. It has 
already been mentioned that, on the west coast the plateau near the sea 
has been cut through by streams to a great depth, and the underlying trap 
exposed, and that farther inland, at a higher level, only a few' caps of the 
low level laterite remain. On the eastern coast, which, owing to the large 
amount of deposits brought down by rivers, is protected from the action of 
the sea, the laterite has undergone less denudation, in consequence of its 
being frequently covered by later alluvial deposits, but still it hns been 
removed by atmospheric action over large areas away from the coast. It is 
probable that the land rose very slowly from the sea, the laterite forming 
on the raised slope pari passu with the elevation, and that, consequently, 
the farther inland the rock the older its date, and the longer the period 
during which it has undergone denudation from atmospheric agencies. 
But the deep ravines cut by the streams close to the western coast, near 
Ratnlgiri, mark the lapse of a considerable period of time since the low' 
level laterite w'as first consolidated, and a curious piece of evidence of the 
same kind has been recorded by Mr. Foote* in the neighbourhood of 
Madras. 

Between two villages called Amerumbode and Maderapaucum, east of 
Sattavedu, and about 30 miles north-west by north of Madras, are some 
stone circles, made of blocks of the laterite, in which palaeolithic imple- 
ments are found in abundance in the immediate neighbourhood. The 
stone circles are known in the country as Karambar rings, and precisely 
similar rings of stone are found in many parts of India, associated with 
various other rude stone buildings such, as kistvaens and cromlechs. 
That these stone circles are of much later date than the palaeolithic 

» R.B. Foote, Mad, your. Lit Scu, Oct. 1866, 1 Soc , XXIV, 484, (1S68). 

3rd series, Pt. a, p. i ; Quart, Jow, Geoh I * Memoirs^ X, 47, (1873). 
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implements is evident, first because in the particular case near Madras the 
circles are constructed of rock in which the implements are imbedded, and 
secondly, because iron implements, which mark a far more advanced stage 
of human progress, have been repeatedly found within the enclosures. 
Nevertheless, the stone circles themselves must be the work of a very 
ancient period, for all record of their construction^ or even oS the peopW 
'who built them, has passed away. 



CHAPTER XVI. 


PLEISTOCENE AND RECENT DEPOSITS. 

{Exclusive of the Indo-Gangeiic alluvium) 

Peninsular Area — Extent, and distinction from tertiary beds — ^Various forms of posttertiary 
deposits — Cuddalore sandstone— War kalli beds— Cave deposits— Older alluviuin of the 
Narbada, Tdpti, Godivan and Kistna— Newer alluvium of the east coast— Smooth water 
anchorages and recent deposits of the west coast— Lake deposits— or cotton soil— 
Blonw sand— Extra-Peninsular Area — Hills west of the Indus — North-West Punjab— 
the Himdia^ as —Eastern frontier — Alluvium of the Irawadi. 

The posttertiary (postpHocene, pleistocene or quaternary) and recent 
formations of India occupy an immense area. They form the wide plains of 
the Indus, Ganges, and Brahmaputra, and cover large tracts of country 
south of the Gangeticand east of the Indus plain. No older formation is 
exposed throughout the greater portion of the belt of alluvial lowland 
fringing the eastern coast of the Peninsula, and subrecent accumulations 
occupy a large area In Gujarit and in some other districts near the western 
coast. Large deposits in the valleys of the peninsular rivers and upon the 
fertile plains of the interior are also of recent or subrecent origin. The 
most important and extensive of these forms the great Indo-Gangetic plain, 
and, as the extent and variety of the recent and subrecent deposits render 
it impossible to treat of them all in a single chapter, its description, with 
all the important and interesting questions it raises, will be deferred for 
the present. 

It is very difficult to draw a clear and distinct line between tertiary 
and posttertiary formations in India. The limit of the two in Europe 
coincides with the glacial epoch, but as no ph3rsical trace of this cold 
period has been detected in peninsular India, the distinction between the 
pliocene tertiary formations and the postpliocene beds is there less easily 
defined. Practically, no difficulty has hitherto arisen, because the 
tertiary beds of the Peninsula are comparatively unimportant, and those 
which occur belong to the older or middle tertiaries, and not to the 
newer beds, so that there is a marked break between the tertiary and 
posttertiary deposits ; but in the extra-peninsular area, where the upper- 
most tertiary deposits are largely developed, it is often extremely 
difficult to say where the line should be drawn. 
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In dealing with the recent and subrecent deposits of India it is impos- 
sible to observe a strictly chronological order, and it is necessary to classify 
them more or less according to their nature. In the case of those in 
peninsular India the following classification will be followed, the oder 
being roughly, though not strictly, that of their date of origin 

1. Subrecent or doubtfully tertiary deposits of the coastal region. 

2. Cave deposits. 

3. Older alluvial deposits. 

4. Newer alluvial deposits of the river valleys and deltas. 

5. Raised littoral accumulations of sand, shells, etc. 

6. Soils. 

7. Blown sand. 

Along the eastern coast cf the Peninsula, from the neighbourhood of 
Rdjdmahendri to the Tinevelli district, a peculiar formation, consisting 
chiefly of sandstones and grits, is found underlying the laterite and asso- 
ciated gravels which form a low slope on the edge of the east coast 
alluvium. This sandstone formation has received several local names, but 
is now generally known as the Cuddalore sandstones,^ from being well 
developed in the neighbourhood of the civil station of Cuddalore, about 
100 miles south of Madras. 

The greater portion of the Cuddalore group, throughout the area in 
's\hich it is found, consists of gritty and sandy beds, sometimes highly 
ferruginous, and coloured of various tints of yellow, brown, red, and 
purple, sometimes white or pale coloured, and not infrequently mottled* 
In some cases the rock is argillaceous, and occasionally thin bands of 
clays or shales are interstratified. The beds are soft, loose textured and, as 
a rule, ill consolidated, being rarely sufficiently compact to be used as 
building stone. Bands of conglomerate have been found. 

As already stated, these beds have been traced thioughout a large 
portion of the east coast. Their most northerly extension kno>\n is 
between Vizagapatam and Rijimahendri. The coast north of Vizagapa- 
tam, as far as the Chilki lake, has not been examined geologically, and 
throughout Orissa no outcrops of the Cuddalore beds have been detected, 
but there is a possibility that they may be represented by some clays and 
sandy beds associated with the laterite of Midnapur.* There is rather 
more probability that certain sandstones, grits and clays, which occur east 
of Rdniganj, and extend northwards as far as Surf in Bfrbhum, belong to 
the same group as the Cuddalore sandstones of Madras. 

From the neighbourhood of Rdjimahendri the Cuddalcre beds have 
been mapped at intervals along the coast for fully 600 miles to the 


^ For further information see more particu- 
latiy, H. F. Blanford, Memoirs^ IV, 165, (186^; 
King and Foote, Memoir IV, 256, (1864); 


Foote, Memovrs^ X, 59, (1S73) ^.nd XX, 35, 
(1883). 

* Memoirs^ I, 268, (X859),, 
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southward. 1 hey usually form a low slope, dipping at a very slight angle to 
the eastward, in the direction of the sea, and are, as a rule, much covered 
and concealed by the deposits associated with the low level laterite of the 
cast coast To the westward they rest indifferently, but always unconform- 
ably, upon rocks of various ages, — metamorphic, Jurassic or cretaceous,-— 
and they often terminate in this direction in a low scarp. To the eastward 
they disappear in places, with their capping of laterite, beneath the alluvium 
of the coast, but they quite as often, especially to the southward, terminate 
in a small cliff. Their outcrop is repeatedly interrupted by the broad alluvial 
valleys of rivers, and in some places, as for nearly loo miles south of 
Madras, they appear to be wanting altogether, whilst in other parts of the 
country they form a broad tract, usually sandy and infertile, raised above 
the general level, occasionally no less than 25 miles wide from east^to west, 
as near Cuddalore, but generally much less. 

From the paucity of sections and the extent to which the Cuddalore 
sandstones are concealed by laterite and sandy sod, their absolute thick- 
ness can nowhere be estimated with accuracy.^ Ihe scarp in which they 
terminate to the westward is sometimes as much as 100 feet high and 
they must be somewhat thicker than this, but it is doubtful if they attain 
any considerable thickness. They are perfectly undisturbed, and have all 
the appearance of being a comparatively late formation. 

The only fossils found in the Cuddalore beds consist of exogenous sili- 
cificd fossil wood, some of which is coniferous and has been described 
under the name cf Peuce schmidiana} The genus Peuce is not acknow- 
ledged by all paljeobotanists, and it appears too ill defined to justify any 
conclusions as to the age of the rocks being founded upon its occurrence. 

This silicified wood is especially abundant at Tiruvakarai(Trivicary\ about 
fourteen miles west north-west of Pondicherri, w^hence the name of Trivicary 
grits has been applied by some writers to the local development of the Cudda- 
lore sandstones. The trunks of trees occurring at this place are of large 
size, one having been found as much as 100 feet in length, while stems 15 
to 20 feet long and 5 to 6 feet in girth ar^ not uncommon. They occur 
prostrate, imbedded in ferruginous grit. 

'I he age and mode of origin of the Cuddalore sandstones are obscure, 
as but little importance can be attached to the identification of one generic 
form of coniferous wood. They are quite unconformable to the cretaceous 
beds, which they overlap in a most irregular manner, as near Pondicherri, 
where they rest on beds of the Ariyalur group, forming the plateau 
near the town, known as the Red hills; six miles further w'cstward, and 
w^est of the belt of cretaceous rocks, they are seen resting on Utatdr beds 
near Tiruvakarai, whilst a few miles further west they completely overlap 

^Schmid u. Schleiden: Ueber die Natur der Kieselholzer. Jena, 1855, pp 4, 35. 
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the cretaceous beds and rest on gneiss. Fragments derived from 
the cretaceous beds and containing cretaceous fossils have been found 
near Tanjore. Near Rdjiinahendri the Cuddalore sandstones overlie the 
Deccan trap, the Jurassic rocks and the gneiss. It is safe, therefore, to 
conclude that the sandstones cannot be older than upper tertiary. And 
the discovery by Mr. Foote, in the Tinnevelli district, of subrecent marine 
beds, containing only living species of mollusca, associated with grits which 
lie belie\ed to repiesent the Cuddalore beds,^ appears to show that an 
even later date should be ascribed to them. 

The origin of these rocks is as obscure as their date. Occurring as 
they do, parallel with the coast, it is natural to suppose that they are of 
marine origin and have been formed near the shore, when the general 
contour of the coast was the same as it now is, though the level of the 
land was somewhat lower. But the complete absence, so far as is known, 
of all marine remains is not easy to explain. Coarse sandstones and grits 
are usually unfossiliferous, but in beds which have undergone so little 
change some casts of shelly, at least, would probably be found in the more 
argillaceous strata, if they were of marine origin. At the same time it is 
difficult to suppose that the western coast of the Bay of Bengal can 
have formed part of a river valley in tertiary limes, and it is equally im" 
piobable that stratified grits, sandstones and conglomerates, like those of 
the Cuddalore beds, can be a form of subaerial wash. 

On the west coast of the Peninsula a series of clays and sandy clays with 
lignite beds near their base, known as the Warkalli beds, are found for 
about twenty miles along the Travancore coast, from about three miles north 
of Quilon to the same distance south of Warkalli, and have been supposed 
to represent the Cuddalore sandstones of the east coast. Some doubt may 
be expressed as to the correctness of this correlation, for the Warkalli 
beds are said to attain a thickness of 200 feet, doable the greatest recorded 
thickness of their supposed representatives on the east coast, and their 
upper surface is said to be formed by the same plain of marine denu- 
dation which cuts the gneiss further inland,® pointing to an older date than 
that of the Cuddalore beds. The Warkalli beds are said to be underlaid 
by the limestones containing eocene fossils, which have been referred to in a 
previous chapter, but though there is no reason to doubt the presence of 
these eocene limestones, they have not been examined in situ by a 
competent geologist, and we have no information at present as to whether 
or not they are conformable to the overlying beds. If so, it would point 
to a greater antiquity for the Warkalli beds than there seems to be any 
good ground for ascribing to the Cuddalore sandstones. 


^ Memoirs^ XX, 41, (1883). 


I “ W. King, HecoUs, XV, 92, (1882) 
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On the coast of Kithidwir a subrecent marine limestone, largely used 
as a building stone in Bombay, is found. It is commonly known as Porebandar 
stone from the name of the port whence it is shipped or, using the name 
proposed by Dr. Carter, miliolite. The typical miliolite is a finely oolitic 
freestone, largely composed of foraminifera, which form the nuclei of the 
oolitic grains, but near the sea coast the limestone is not infrequently 
mixed with a large proportion of sand. In the eastern part of KSthidwar 
these beds are only found near the -coast ; further we»t, however, they form 
the whole surface mapped as recent, and extend on to the tertiary rocks and 
the Deccan trap. They attain a maximum thickness of about loo feet, 
are extensively false-bedded in thin layers, and, though clearly a marine 
deposit land shells, which w'ere doubtless washed down by small streams 
or floods, have been found in some of the more impure beds.^ 


There is only one locality in the Indian Peninsula where mammali- 
ferous cave deposits have been detected. This is at a place called Billa 
tiurgam, a few miles north of Banaganpalli in the Karnul district. The 
caves are in the limestone belonging to the Karnul seiies, and situated 
at a higher level than the beds of the present drainage, their floor is in- 
crusted with stalagmite, beneath which red marl, full of bones of animals, 
large and small, is found. These caves w^ere first discovered by Captain 
New bold, whose collections were, however, never described, nor can the 
specimens noiv be found. More recently they have been explored by 
the Geological Survey, and the collection of bones, some of which exhibit 
traces of having been shaped by man, described by Mr. Lydekker. The 
fauna, besides many living forms, contains five species, Vtverra karnU’* 
liensis, Hys^trix crassidens^ Atherura karnuliensis^ Rhinoceros karnu^ 
liensts, and Sus karnulienstSj which are extinct, though closely allied to 
living foiins. But the most interesting feature is the occurrence of four 
types identical with, or closely allied to, living African forms; these 
are Cynccephalus^ sp , Equus asmus, Hyaena crocuta^ and Manis cf. 
gigantea? 


The older alluvial deposits are well lepresented in the valleys of the 
Peninsula. Leaving the deposits of the Indo-Gangetic plain for separate 
description, the various older alluvial deposits of the peninsular rivers 


1 yoi/r. Bo, Br. Roy As, Soc, V. 313, (1857) ; 
Geological papers on Western India, Bom 
bay, 1657, P* 75^1 Memoirs^ XXI, 126; 
(18S4). 

® For further details, see T. J, Newbold: 


your. As. Soc. Beng.i XIII, 610, (1844} ; R. B. 
Foote, Records^ XVII, 27, 200, (1884) ; XVIII, 
227, (1885); R. Lydekker, BecordSiXVit 120, 
(i886)j Pal. IndicUf series x, IV, pt. 2, 
(1886). 
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deserve notice, both on account of the area they occupy, and of the organic 
remains they have yielded. The livers of the Peninsula may be divided 
into two main groups ; the first comprises the Narbadd and Tdpti, which 
flow westward and drain the central portion of the Peninsula ; the second 
includes the Mahdnadf, GodSvari, Kistna, Penncr, Cauvery, and several 
minor streams which flow eastwards into the Bay of Bengal. 

In the first named of the two groups one striking peculiarity is 
noticeable. Extensive alluvial plains, composed of clays and gravels, 
exist in the valleys of the Narbadd and Tdpti. In the Narbadd valley 
the principal plain extends from a little east of Jabalpur to Harud, a dis- 
tance of more than 200 miles, and varies in breadth from 12 miles to 
35. There is a smaller plain further down the river, extending for about 
80 miles from Bdrwai to the Harin Pal south of Bdgh, but it is compara- 
tively ill marked, the alluvial deposits are, so far as is known, much less 
deep, and no mammalian remains have be'en found. In the Tdpti valley 
there is a large plain in Khdndesh, extending east and west for 
about 150 miles, and terminating to the eastward close to Burhdnpur. 
This plain lies chiefly to the north of the river, and is probably in places 
as much as 30 miles wide, but its limits have not been accurately deter- 
mined. It appears to be connected by a narrow alluvial belt to the south- 
east with the plain of the Purna,^ a tributary of the Tdpti, draining a great 
portion of Berar. The Puma plain is at a higher level than Khdndesh 
and is about 100 miles long, and in places 40 miles broad, its eastern ex- 
tremity being near Amrdoti, so that the whole length of the combined 
Tdpti and Puma plains is about 240 miles. The Tdpti and both the 
Narbadd plains are closed on the west by rocky and hilly country, through 
which the river has cut a channel with a rapid descent, and in the case of 
the Narbada, as will be explained presently, it is ascertained that the allu- 
vial deposits of the upper basin extend to a considerable depth beneath 
the level of the river bed at the point of exit, so that the plain lies in a 
great rock basin. 

In the valleys of the eastward flowing rivers, such as the Goddvari, 
Kistna and Cauvery, there are no such broad and well defined alluvial 
plains as in the drainage areas of the Tdpti and Narbadd. There are 
numerous extensive alluvial flats in many places, but they are far inferior 
in extent to the Narbadd and Tdpti plains, and they appear to be chiefly 
due to the river having worn a broad valley through soft, or easily disin- 
tegrated rocks. This is especially the case on the Goddvari and its tribu- 
taries, the alluvial portions of the river valley being in the Gondwdna 
rocks, or else in the Deccan traps, whilst the river traverses rocky gorges, 


1 This is not qwte eertadn however, the 



posed in the rivers between the iwo plains, 


but ths fall from one to the other cannot 
be mnch more than 100 feet, to judge by 
the railway levels. 
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through the met amorphic rocks forming the various barriers, at the 
places where the valley leaves the softer forirations. On the Narbadi and 
Tdpti it is otherwise, the rocks underlying the alluvial areas, so far as 
is known, are of the same kind as those cut through by the rivers at 
their exit from the plains. It is not improbable that the formation of 
these well defined plains in the Narbada and 'lipti valleys, and the ab- 
sence of similar flats on the Goddvari and Kistna, may be due to the rise 
of the Indian Peninsula in posttertiary times having been, as already 
suggested, greater or more rapid to the westward than to the eastward. 


Partly in consequence of mammalian bones having been discovered in 
considerable quantities, and partly because the geology of the neighbour- 
ing country is of so much interest and variety as to have attracted the 
notice of many geologists, the alluvial deposits of the Narbadd valley have 
received far more attention than similar formations on the banks of the 
other Indian rivers.^ The great plain already mentioned as extending 
from Jabalpur to Hardd is chiefly composed of a stiff, reddish, brownish 
or yellowish clay, with numerous bands of sand and gravel intercalated. 
Kankar abounds throughout the deposit, and pi&olitic iron granules are 
of frequent occurrence in the argillaceous beds. Occasionally pebbles and 
sand are found cemented together by carbonate of lime, so as to form a 
hard compact conglomerate. This rock is especially developed at the base 
of the alluvial deposits, and is often found forming a coating to the under- 
lying rock, not only in the Narbadi but in many other river valleys. 
The clay is frequently quite devoid of stratification, but it appears never 
to attain any great thickness without sandy layers intervening. The river, 
in many places, cuts through the clays, sands, and gravels to the under- 
lying rock, usually belonging to the transition series, and the section of 
old alluvial deposits on the banks of the stream never greatly exceeds lOO 
feet in depth, this being about the usual difference in elevation between 
the bed of the Narbadd and the general surface of the alluvial plain in the 
neighbourhood of the river. But in a boring which was made at Siikakheri, 
north of Mohpdni and south of the Gddawird station on the Great Indian 
Peninsula Railway, a depth of 491 feet was attained, without the base of 
the alluvial deposits being reached ; another bore-hole w^as made through 
alluvial beds close to Gsidawdrd station to a depth of 251 feet. Through- 
out the thickness of nearly 500 feet, no change of importance was 
detected in the alluvial formations. By far the greater portion of the 
beds traversed consisted of clay with calcareous and ferruginous grains^ 
sand and pebbles being found occasionally throughout. The bottom 


* For description of the Narbadd alluvial 
deposits see Mtmotrs^ II, 279, (i860) ; 


VI, 227,(1869); Records, VI, 49 , US73); 
VIII, 66, (1875). 
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of the bore-hole was in lateritic gravel, and it is possible that rock was not 
far distant. 

The evidence thus obtained of the depth to which the alluvial deposits 
of the Narbadi valley extend proves that they fill a rock basin, for the bed 
of the Narfaadi river, at the point where it leaves the alluvial plain near 
Handi^ and commences to run through the rocky channel which extends to 
Birwai, is not more than 200 feet below the level of the surface at Gdda- 
w^rd and Sdkakheri, and the valley is surrounded by higher rocky ground 
in every other direction, A slight prolongation of the alluvial basin to the 
south-west in the direction of HardA, the prevalence of alluvium in parts 
of NimAr, and the circumstance that there is a great break by which the 
railway traverses the Sdtpura range, immediately east of Aslrgarh, may 
indicate that the upper Narbadi formerly joined the TApti in KhAndesh,^ 
and that the lower part of the valley of the former river, as it now exists, 
is due to changes of level in the later posttertiary period. 

The surface of the Narbadi alluvium is undulating, and evidently 
denuded by the action of rain and streams. There is a slight slope of the 
surface to the westward throughout the plain, the elevation of the railway 
station at HardS, at the western extremity of the alluvial tract, being 947 
feet above the sea, whilst Soh^gpur station is 1,103 Narsinghpur 
1,185, Jabalpur, which is, however, on rock a little above the 
plain 1,351. The fall of the surface in 200 miles is probably about 3C0 
feet. 

Different views have been put forward as to the marine, lacustrine, 
or fluviatile origin of the NarbadA alluvial deposits, but, before considering 
these, it will be well to give a list of the organic remains hitherto identified. 
They consist of bones and shells, and the following species have been 
determined : — 


Mammalia— 

Ursus namadicus, 

Buhalus palaindicus, 
Lepiobosfraseru 
Bos namadicus, 

Celsius (I duvaucelli)* 

Sus, sp. 

Hippopotamus palmndicus, 
99 namadicus, 
t Equvs namadicus. 


VERTEBRATA.* 

Mammalia, — contd, 
RhinocfiYOs unicornis, 
Elephas namadicus, 
t n insignis, 

t M ganesa, 

Reptilia— 

Pangshura jiamDeniris* 
Batngur^ cf. dhong'iha* 
Trionyx^ci.gangetius, 
Crocodilus9 sp. 


^ The greatest elevation on the G. 1 . P. 
Railway between the Narbadd and T^pti 
valley, is 1,24$ feet above the sea, or only 300 
feet above Hatd 4 in the alluvial plain of the 


Narbadd. 

* Lydekker, Pai, Tndica^ series X, HI, 
(1884-86). The species marked with a dagger 
are found also in the Biw&hks. 
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Gasteropoda — 

Melania iuherculaiat 
Paludina hengalensis, 

„ dissimilis. 

* Bythinia cerameopomat 

* n pulchella. 
Bulimm insularie* 

* Lymnea acuminata* 


MOLLUSCA.' 

Plano f his exusUts* 

* „ comp essiisf 

Lamelj-ibranchiata— 

Unio cor 7 ugaius? van 
„ tiidicus* 

„ sp. near U* shur tie ffi anus. 
„ margin alis. 

Corbicula, &p. near C. striatella. 


The only trace of man hitherto found in these deposits consists of a 
chipped stone scraper or hatchet discovered by Mr. Hacket in situ near 
the village of Bhutra, eight miles north of GddawSri.* The material is Vin- 
dhyan quartzite, and the form similar to that of some of the implements 
fo und inthe lateritic deposits of Southern India, and in the postpliocene 
formations of Europe. 

The only form identical with existing Indian species is Rhinoceros 
unicornis^ originally described under the name R* namadicus^ but accord- 
ing to Mr. Lydekker the bones are not distinguishable from those of the 
living species.* Elepkas namadicus is allied to the existing Indian ele- 
phant, Buhalus paUeindicus is very close to the living Indian wild buffalo, 
and the deer is a near relation to, if not identical with, the b^rasingha 
(Cervus duvaucelli). On the other hand, Elepkas insignis and Hippo^ 
potamus namadicus belong to extinct subgenera, the first being found, 
and the latter represented by a nearly allied species, in the pliocene SiwAlik 
rocks. Hippopotamus palaeindicus and Bos namadicus are not nearly 
allied to any Indian living species, the first belongs to a genus now only 
found in Africa, whilst the second, although having some characters in 
common with the living wild cattle of India, Bos [Bihos) gaurus, differs from 
the latter in many important particulars, and appears to be quite as closely 
connected with true taurine oxen belonging to the type of Bos tauriis. 
Bos namadicus^ indeed, cannot be classed in the subdivision Bibos. The 
relations of the remaining mammals are less distinctly made out, the speci- 
mens on which the species are founded being for the most part fragmentary. 

The only reptile clearly identified is Emys tectum^ which is considered 
identical with a living Indian form. It is very singular that only frag- 
mentary remains of crocodiles occur, for they abound in the Siw^lik 
rocks and a species is common in the Narbadd at the present day. The mol- 
lusca appear to be the same as species now living in the area, and all the 


1 Memoirs^ 11 , 284, (i860) ; Records^ VI, 
54, (1873)- The nomenclature in this list 
is that adopted in the first edition of the 
Manual. The species marked with an asterisk 
are not determined with certainty, no speci- 


mens having been preserved In the Geological 
Museum. 

» Records, Vl, 49 , (iS73) ; two figures of 
the implement are given. 

• « Pal tndica, series x, I, p. viii, (1880). 
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commonest forms now known to occur in the river valley are represented ^ 
except some minute species of land shells. Their absence is not surpris- 
ing, because land shells for the most part float, when washed away, and 
are left on the surface, where they decompose, instead of being preserved 
in alluvial deposits. 

The examination of the molluscan remains in the Narbadi clays and 
gravels completely disproves the idea of a marine origin, but it has been 
considered by some observers that the deposits are lacustrine.* This view 
was principally based upon the uniform appearance of the clay and the 
absence of stratification. But this very uniformity and want of strati- 
fication are common characters of undoubted river deposits, and may be 
observed on the banks of most large streams, whilst the frequent deposi- 
tion of pebble beds throughout the clays could not have taken place in 
the still waters of a large lake. The bones too are isolated and broken, 
sometimes even being rolled, whereas, if deposited in a lake, different 
bones would in all probability be found together, because away from the 
margin there could be no current in the lake of sufficient force to trans- 
port bones divested of flesh, and any mammalian remains deposited in 
the bottom of the lake must be derived from floating carcases or portions 
of carcases. Moreover, the Chelonia and fresh water mollusca are all 
forms which inhabit either rivers or shallow marshes in river valleys, and 
it is improbable, if so great a change took place in the area as would 
be involved in the replacement of lakes by a river valley, that a greater 
difference would not be produced between the tortoises and fresh water 
shells formerly inhabiting the waters and those still living. 

The fact of the alluvial formation occupying a rock basin shows, 
however, that a considerable upheaval of land must have taken place to 
the westward, and it is possible that this upheaval may for a time have 
given rise to a lake, and the lower beds may consequently be lacustrine 
even through those from w’hich the fossils were obtained are alluvial. If 
the Narbadd has really been diverted from its original course as suggested 
above this could only have happened through a movement of elevation 
sufficiently rapid to pond back the drainage and produce a lake. 


The alluvial plains of the Tdpti valley require but brief notice.* In 


* The only exception o£ any importance 
is Melania spinuhsa^ but that is not by any 
means so generally distributed a form as 
M, ittberculafa. The absence in the Narbadd 
deposits of Melania vatiahilis a^d 4f. spinu~ 
lesa^ the latter of which is induded in Mr. 
Theobald’s lists of living Narbadi species 
(IfiSfnoirs, 11 , 287), was noticed by Dr. Fal- 
coner, Qmrt^ Jour. GeoL Soc., XXI, 382, 


(1865) ; but it is extremely doubtful whether Jlf. 
variabilis does exist in the Narbadd valley or 
its neighbourhood. The occuirence of jfcf, 
Zyro^o in eluded in Mr. Theobald’s list, loc, cit, 
is also very doubtful. 

* Memoirs, II, 283, (i860). 

’ For a few additional details, see Memoirs^ 
VI, 276, 286, (1869) ; and Wynne, Records ^ 
11, 1, (1869). 
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their principal characters they resemble the Narbadi plain, but the depth of 
the deposits is unknown, no deep borings having been made. As in the 
NarbadA valley, the river now runs at a considerable depth below the alluvial 
plain and is evidently cutting its channel deeper. The whole basin is com- 
posed of the Deccan trap, and the Tipti cuts its way out to the westward 
through the same formation. No remains of mammalia have hitherto been 
detected in the alluvium, but they will probably be found if sought after; 
the few mollusca found, as in the NarbadA plain, belong to recent fresh 
water species inhabiting rivers. 

The difference in elevation betw'een the Tipti and Puma plains is not 
accurately known, nor are the levels of different parts of the plains well 
determined, the only data available being those furnished by the railway. 
The height above the sea at Bhus^wal, just south of the alluvial flat, near 
the eastern extremity of Khindesh, is 677 feet. This cannot be much 
above the flood level of the T4pti river, for the rail level at the bridge over 
the Tipti, only about six miles distant, is 685 feet. At Malk^pur, close to 
the western extremity of the Puma alluvial plain, the level is 816 feet, at 
Akola 917, at Murlazdpur 986, and at Badnera south of Amraoti, 1,093. 
The last locality, however, is some miles distant from the south-eastern 
edge of the alluvium, and none of the railw^ay stations are out in the allu- 
vial plain, as in the Narbadi valley. 

The only peculiarity of the Puma alluvia! deposits, which deserves notice, 
is the occurrence of salt in some of the beds at a little depth below the sur- 
face. Throughout an area more than 30 miles in length, extending from the 
neighbourhood of Dahihdnda (Dhyanda), north of Akola, to wdthin a few 
miles of Amrioti, w^ells are sunk for the purpose of obtaining brine in several 
places on both sides of the Puma river. The deepest w’ells are about 120 
feet deep. They traverse clay, sand and gravel, and finally, it is said, a 
band of gravelly clay, from w'hich brine is obtained. No fossils have 
been found in the clay and sand dug from the w^ells. The occurrence of 
salt in the alluvial deposits of India is not uncommon, and it is impossible 
to say, without further evidence, whether it indicates the presence of marine 
beds. The absence of marine fossils in all known cases is opposed to any 
such conclusion, but still it is not impossible that the land may have been 
1,000 feet lower than it now is in late tertiary, or early posttertiary times, 
and this difference in elevation would depress the Puma alluvial area 
beneath the sea level. 

It has already been mentioned that the alluvial deposits of the Godavari 
do not occur in distinct basins, like those of the Narbadi and Tipti. This 
river in general has but a slight fall, and forms a broad alluvial plain where it 
traverses softer beds, whilst it cuts a steeper slope through harder rocks. 
There is an exception to the latter rule in the gorge above Rdjdmahendri. 



402 


GEOLOGY OF INDIA -PLEISTOCENE AND RECENT. [ Qhap. XVL 

Extensive alluvial areas occur along the upper pait of the Godavari in the 
Bombay presidency and the adjoining portion of the Nizam's dominions, 
and similar tracts are found on the PengangS, Wardhd, and Waingangd, 
tributaries of the Godavari, in Berar, Ndgpur and Chindd. 

The composition of these deposits differs in no important particular 
from that of the Narbadd and Tdpti alluvium. The gravels are chiefly 
composed of rolled agates and fragments of basalt derived from the Deccan 
traps, which are the prevailing rocks in the upper part of the valley, 
Silicified fossil w^ood in all sizes from small fragments up to trunks lo 
and 15 feet long^ is abundant along the west margin of the Chikidla sand- 
stones, from near the Wardhd to the Goddvari near Enchapalli, and is found 
less abundantly from here on to Albaka on the Goddvari. The greater por- 
tion of the alluvium in all cases consist of browm clay with kankar. In the 
Wardhi valley beneath the clay and calcareous conglomerates some fine 
sandy silt, light brown or grey in colour, occurs west of Chdndd, and 
contains salt, with a considerable proportion of sulphate of magnesia * 
(Epsom salts). 

Mammalian bones have been found, sometimes it is said in large num- 
bers, in the Goddvari valley, but very few appear to have been preserved, 
and the only species identified is Elefhas namadicus^ Bones of Bos and 
other animals occur, and it appears probable that the fauna is similar to 
that of the Narbada valley. From the gravels near Mungi and Paitan 
(Pytun) on the road from Ahmednagar to Jilna, Mr. Wynne obtained an 
agate flake, ^ apparently of human manufacture, thus affording a second 
instance of traces of man occurring in the pleistocene river gravels of 
the Peninsula. 

The most important localities at which bones have been observed are 
the neighbourhood of Mdngi and Paitan already mentioned, and one or 
more places on the Pengangd or its tributaries in the neighbourhood of 
Hingoli.* At one spot near Hingoli bones are said to have been found in 
immense quantities, but unfortunately they were not preserved. 

The valley of the Kistna resembles that of the GodSvarl in many 
respects. There are similar plains of alluvial clay with beds of sand, gravel 
and calcareous conglomerate, but none of these plains appear to be 
of great extent Beds of gravel have been observed in many places at a 
height of 60 to 80 feet above the present course of the river and its 
tributaries.® 


\ W. King, Memoirs, XVIII, 298, (1881). 

* Hughes Memoirs, XIII, 92, (1877), 

^ Falconer, Quart. Jour. GeoLSoc., XXL381 
(1^5)1 Memoirs, VI, 232, (1869). 

* For a description by Dr. T. Oldham and 
flgates^ see Records, I, 63, (i8()8). 

^ > Capt O. W.Gray, Mad. your. Lit. SH., 


TII, 477* (1838) ; Carter, on the authority 
of Dr. Bradley, four. So. Sr. Roy. As. Soc^, 
"^1 304. (1854) ; Newbold, your. Roy. As. Soc. 
VIII, 246, (1846), See also Memoirs, VI, 232, 
(1869). 

^ Newbold, your. Roy. As. Soe , VIII, 247, 
(1846); Foote, Memoirs, XII, 237, (1876). 
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The only impoitaut mammalian remains hitherto found lu the alluvial 
deposits of the Kistna and its tributaries consist of portions of the cranium 
and mandible of a Rhinoceros^ and some bovine teeth and ja\\s, found on 
the Gatparba near the town of Gokik.^ The bovine remains have not 
been determined but the Rhinoceros has been described under the name 
of R. deccanensis by its discoverer, Mr. Foote ; ® the species differs widely 
from all living forms, and does not appear to be very neatly connected 
with any known fossil Indian species. Some fresh water shells of living 
species were found with the bones. 

It was probably from some part of the upper drainage area of the Kistna, 
also, that Colonel Sykes obtained the teeth of a trilophodont Mastodon 
described by Falconer ® under the name of M. pandionis. 

Large numbers of chipped quartzite implements of human manufacture, 
and belonging to the same type as that discovered in the Narhadi alluvium, 
have been found in various gravels in the southern Marathi country on the 
Malparba and other affluents of the Kistna.* The relations between 
the ossiferous gravels and those containing the implements are, however, 
somewhat obscure. 

Nothing of importance is known concerning the older alluvial deposits 
of the remaining rivers in the Indian peninsula. 

It is in the Mahinadf, Kistna, and Penner valleys that the principal 
diamond gravels are found, frequently at heights considerably above the 
present stream level.® The pebbles in the gravels are composed of various 
kinds of metamorphic and transition recks. 


Throughout the east coast of the Peninsula, from the delta of the Ganges 
to the neighbourhood of Cape Comorin, with the exception of a few miles 
near Vizagapatam, there is a belt of alluvial deposits, varying greatly 
in breadth, but nowhere exceeding about fifty miles. In places the hills 
approach the sea, leaving only a comparatively narrow belt of sandy fore- 
shore, as south of the Chilki lake in Orissa and again near Pondicherri, 
whilst broad alluvial plains extend inland for many miles, near the mouths 
of the great rivers Mahinadf, Godivari, Kistna, Cauvery, etc., where there 
is actually a slight projection beyond the general coastline, owing to the 
quantity of sediment deposited, although the strong currents which sweep 
up and down the coast prevent any great seaward extension of the deltas. 

To the northward the east coast alluvium joins the older alluvial de- 
posits on the western side of the Ganges delta, and the tA*o resemble each 
other closely in mineral characters. The coast alluvium consists chiefly of 


* Memoirs^ XII, 232, (1876). 

* Pal. Ind., series x, I, pt. i, (1874). 

> Palaeontological Memoirs, London, 1868, 
I, 124. 


* Foote, Memoirs^ XII, 241, (1876). 

5 Me wb old, foui, Roy, As. Soc.^ VII, 226, 

(1853). 
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clays with kankar and, near the hills, pisolitic nodules of iron peroxide, the 
latter being in places sufficiently abundant to render the deposit a kind of 
laterite gravel. Gravels and sand also occur, frequently more or leas 
mixed with ferruginous concretions, and there is, in many localities, an 
apparent passage between the ferruginous gravel of the alluvium and the 
low level form of laterite, but in other places this older alluvium rests un- 
conformably upon the low level laterite, which has been shown, by the 
occurrence of palaeolithic implements, to be itself of posttertiary age. 

The surface of the coast alluvium is usually quite flat near the sea and 
in the river deltas, but towards the hills it is more uneven, and the surface 
has undergone a considerable amount of denudation, evidently from being 
at a higher level. 

At Madras and Pondicherri, shells belonging to recent species have 
been found at depths of from 5 to 20 feet beneath the surface, or con- 
siderably above the present sea level. Farther south also, near Porto Novo 
in the lower valley of the V^ellar,^ a bed of estuarine shells is found above 
the present flood level of the river, and consequently at a considerable 
height above the sea. Similar deposits of shells have also been noticed 
near Cuddalore and Tanjore.® 

The shells, as a rule, are estuarine forms, such as now live in the creeks 
and backwaters of the coast,* but in several cases true m^ine species have 
been found. The subfossil shells near Madras are so abundant in places 
that they have been collected for burning into lime 

Another place where estuarine shells have been observed is close to 
the Chilki lake in southern Orissa. The forms found were Cytherea casta 
and Area granosa, and the deposit containing the shellsis now at elevations 
of from 20 to 30 feet above the level of the highest tides. 

The thickness of the alluvium has been tested at Madras by a boring 
whicli went trough it, and struck the crystalline rocks at 55 feet from the 
surface.* Fnither south, at Pondicherri, the thickness of the alluvium is 
much greater, one boring having been put down 550 feet without reaching 
its base. ITie alluvial deposits of Pondicherri are both interesting and im- 
portant, in that they yield a supply of artesian water at various depths below 
the surface,* and in one'boring, at Bahur, a bed of lignite, 10-65 m. (35 feet) 
in thickness, was struck at a depth of 73*38 m. (240 feet) from the surface.* 
1 he lignite is too impure to be of commercial importance, but since it 

* H. F. Blanford,'if(nW0trff, IV, X92, (1863). 

* King and Foote, Metnoifs^ IV, 254, (1864) 

* The following aye ths most character^tiq 
species. They are seldom, if ever, found in 
the open sea, but they are always met with' in 
Ipihnkw^kters^ and at the mouths pf rivers, abd 
many of them occur in creeks of deltas^ pear 
the bea ;— ieUscoptumy P. 


tilts f Area granosa, Cytkera casta^ C. mere* 
triXf Oshea, a large species. 

^ Newbold, your, Roy, As, Soc,y VIII, 248, 
(1846). 

» For details see W. Kingi Records, Kill, 113, 
19^ (iSSo).'’ 

« GeoMTgital Survey, MS. Records. 
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must have been formed at or near the surface, it is interesting as evi- 
dence of an amount of subsidence corresponding to the depth at which it 
was found beneath the surface. 

Evidence of subsidence to a less degree is again found in a submerged 
forest at the western end of Vdlimukam bay in the Tinnevelli district. Ihe 
forest, or rather so much of it as can be seen, is described as about half an 
acre in extent, lying at or just below high water mark ; the stumps have 
a diameter of one to one and a half feet at the base of the hole, and are 
surrounded by black mud containing remains of twigs and detached 
branches. An incised bone pendent was found, which appeared to have 
been washed oat of this mud, showing that the forest flourished since the 
advent of man. 

The trees of this forest could hardly have flourished at sea level 
or on the coast, so that there has certainly been some subsidence in 
this neighbourhood, but indications of a contrary movement are found close 
by in the occurrence of Potamides and other littoral marine shells in clay 
above high water level, showing that this clay must have been elevated 
since it was formed.^ 


Before proceeding to the description of the recent accumulations on the 
west coast of the Peninsula it will be well to notice the remarkable 
smooth water anchorages of Aleppi and Narakah These are mud 
banks of aboat four miles in length, whose position varies in the course of 
years within the extreme limits of about ele\en miles. The sea bottom 
on these banks is composed of a very soft mud, which readily mixes 
with the sea water, and smooth water can always be found over the 
mud banks, though open to the full force of the south-west monsoon, 
how^ever tempestuous the sea outside may be. It was this peculia- 
rity which first attracted attention, and rendered them important to the 
navigators of a coast where there arc no sheltered harbours, and the 
accounts which have been written from time to time constitute a 
tolerably extensive literature.* According to the most recent investigation 
of the subject, these smooth water anchorages owe their origin to a bed of 
very soft, fine grained, greenish clay, containing foraminifeiae and diato* 
maceae, which underlies the soft recent sandstones of the surface of the 
narrow strips of land separating the sea from the backwaters of Travan- 
core and Cochin. When the water level in these backwaters is raised 
by the monsoon rains, this mud is forced outwards, and rises in cones 
and ridges along the shore and under the sea, and once it has become 


* Foote, Memoirs^ XX, 83, (1883). 

* A good account of thesre Brad banks by Dr. 
W, King is p^ublisKed in Records^ XVII, 14, 
(1885), where an acdount of the previous liter- 


ature will also be found. A more recent in- 
vestigation by Mr. Lake is printed in Records^ 
XXIU, 41, (1890), 
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thoroughly mixed with the sea water the wa\es of the open sea are 
smoothed off and reduced in size over the mud banks. 

'I his result appears to be due to two separate causes. In the first place 
the mud contains an appreciable proportion of oily matter, and the action 
of oil in stilling stormy waters is now well known, but the second cause 
appears to be much the more important. The large quantity of impalpable 
mud mixed with the water increases its density, and, consequently, the 
waves, on entering this denser water, decrease in size and are retarded. 
Moreover, as the proportion of mud is much less at the surface than lower 
down, the lower part of the wave is retarded more than the upper, and the 
wave may actually break if the increase in density be sufficiently rapid, 
or merely be obliterated if it is sufficiently gradual. This action is 
intensified by the large amount of fresh water falling on the sea as rain and ^ 
poured out by the rivers, which floats on the surface in such quantities that 
ships may often replenish their stock of fresh -water by dipping over the 
side of the vessel with a bucket. It is doubtless due to the greater density 
of the deeper layers of water, owing to the smaller proportion of salt and 
mud in the upper layers, and the consequent retardation of the lower 
portions of the larger waves that they are broken up, while the film of oil 
derived from the mud causes the smaller wavelets to be smoothed off. 


There is no such continuous plain of alluvium Along the western shore 
of the Peninsula as on the east coast. The ground between the Sahyadri 
range and the sea, wffiere not hilly, consists gene, ally of a gentle slope 
towards the coast, composed of rock, covered in many places by laterite. 
The coast itself is rocky in parts, and the alluvial deposits are chiefly 
confined to the neighbourhood of the small streams, which run from the 
Western GhAts to the sea, or of the backwaters, or lagoons, wffiich have 
been cut off by banks of sand along the coast. The backwaters are of 
considerable extent in Travancore and Malabar, but they are wanting 
farther north and on the coast of the Bombay presidency. The alluvial 
valleys between the hills are unimportant south of Bombay itself, although 
they gradually increase in extent to the northward, 

Alluvial plains, evidently of comparatively recent formation, connect 
the hills of Bombay and Salsette island, a few creeks alone remaining 
to show the position of the marine channels which formerly existed. Farther 
north these plains gradually increase in extent, until they merge into 
the alluvial flat of Gujar4t. 

At Bombay the alluvial deposits consist of blue and yellowish brown 
clay. The former varies in thickness from a few inches to several feet, its 
upper surface being at present about one or two feet below high water 
level. It is very salt, and contains small grains and nodules ttf kankar, and 
occasionally plates of gypsum ; it is frequently penetrated by mangrove 
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roots, which are usually riddled by Teredo borings, just as in the mud of 
tidal creeks, and at one spot large masses of oyster shells have been found 
in it. The yellowish brown clay appears to be the older of the two deposits. 
Its surface is frequently above the sea level, it abounds in larger masses 
of kankar, and it has occasionally yielded estuarine shells, Flacunae^ 
Ostrea^ etc. That these alluvial deposits are estuarine, and precisely 
similar to the mud now deposited in the creeks and backwaters of the 
coast, or on the shores of Bombay harbour, is shown by the similarity 
of mineral character and by the organic remains, both vegetable and 
animal, found in the clayJ 

Some very interesting indications of subsidence were found in the ex- 
cavation of the Prince’s dock at Bombay. A large number of tree stems 
and roots were found in the blue clay, many in the position in w'hich they 
originally grew and some of the stumps were 30 feet below high water 
level. The evidence of subsidence here is unmistakeable, but the littoral 
concrete, seen on the west side of the island, must have been farmed at a 
lower level than it now stands at. The elevation on one side of the island 
and depression on the other could not have been contemporaneous, so that 
we have clear proof of oscillations of level similar to, but of greater extent 
than, those Dr. Buist recognised many years ago.* 

It is evident that Bombay harbour is the last remaining inlet out of 
many which formerly indented the Bombay coast, and that this harbour 
is gradually silting up and being converted into dry land. The process, 
however, is slow, and it may be ages before its progress is such as to 
affect the trade of Bombay, but, unless depression takes place in the area, 
or means are devised for checking the deposition of mud, there can be 
no question of the ultimate result. Except at Bombay, little has been 
recorded concerning the alluvium of the western coast south of Damdn, 
and that little presents no features of interest. 

In the neighbourhood of the rivers Tipti and Narbadd there is, how*'- 
ever, a broad and fertile alluvial plain* near the sea, resembling in 
some of its features the alluvium of the east coast. Commencing to 
the southward near Dam 4 n, this plain covers the greater portion of the 
Surat, Broach, and Ahmadabid districts, and continues as far as the Rann, 
where it joins the area of recent deposits connected with the Indus vahey. 
Near Surat this plain is about 30 miles in breadth, and near Baroda it is 
60 miles wide. 

The alluvium of eastern Gujarat consists of brown clays w'ith kankar, 
resting upon sands and sandy clays with occasional gravels. The surface 


* Trans. Bo. SoCt, X, 177, {1857). 

^ AfemoirSf VI, 233,(1869); BecoidSf I, 3O1 
(1S68); VII! 49 »(iW 


* Buist, Trans. Bom. Geog. Soc^^ X, 181, 
(1852) ; Carter, four. Bom. Br. Roy As. Soc.^ 
IV, 204, (1653)* 



408 C.FOLOGY of INDIA— pleistocene AND RECENT. [Ohap. XVI. 

IS co\eied with black soil to the soutliward, though not in the district 
of Ahmaddbid, and is frequently flat over considerable areas, but in part^ 
of the country the ground is undulating, evidently in consequence of 
having been denuded by rain action. The deposits appear to have been 
chiefly estuaiine or marine, and have probably been raised, as on the east 
coast, but no fossils have been found. The Gulf of Cambay is ^aid to be 
gradually silting up, and there can be very little doubt that it was formerly 
part of a broad inlet leading from the Rann, then an inland sea, to the 
ocean, and that the remainder of the inlet has been converted into the 
alluvial plains of Ahmadibid, Broach, Surat, and north-eastern Kithiiwir, 

In north-eastern K^thi^w^r, on the borders of the Rann, there is a 
large alluvial tract,* continuous with the alluvium of Ahmeddhdd, and 
similar in character. Betv^een K^thiiwdr and Ahmedibid, in the line of 
depression between the head of the Gulf of Cambay and the Rann of Cutch, 
there still exists a large shallow lake of brackish water, called the Nal, about 
twenty miles in length by three or four broad. In the neighbourhood of 
this marsh shells of a form of Ceftihium (probably Potamides telescoptum 
or A fiuvtaiilis) are found, showing that estuarine conditions have pre- 
vailed at no distant period, and tending to confirm the probability that 
the depression between K^thiivvir and Ahmeddbid is an old marine inlet, 
silted up 111 recent times. The distribution of black soil in the neighbour- 
hood of the Nal will be noticed presently. 

Along the south coast of Kithiiw^r there is very little alluvium, its place 
being taken by a calcareous grit, with marine shells, which is evidently of 
late formation. A glance at the map wiH show that this coast is exposed 
to the full action o 6 the currents which sweep along the shores of, the 
Peninsula, so that it is unlikely that any accumulation of sediment would 
take place. A. patch ot recent deposits has been mapped at the western 
extremity of the Kdthiiw'ir peninsula, but along its north-western coast the 
Deccan traps extend down the sea shore. The belt of alluvium reappears 
in Cutch,* where it is from three to ten miles broad, there being oply ope 
place w’here rocks come down to the shore, U his is in the Gulf of^ Cutch 
1 he alluvial plain of Cutch consists of a brown loaipj resting upoiti mottled 
clay, with kankar and giains of quartz. 


An agglutinated calcareous shelly grh^ is found, a lifrle raised above the 
sea level, in several places on the west coast of India. This deposit, whicJEi 
was called littoral concrete by Dr. Buist,® consists of shells, corals, pebbles, 
and sand, cemented together more or less thoroughly by carbonate of 
lime, and sufficiently compact in places to be employed as an inferior kind 


* Rogers, Quart, Jour, GeoL 
iiS, (AS^o) ; F. Redden, Memoirs^ 


* Wynne, IX, 

* Trans Bff. Giog, Sbc„ X* 179, (ifyajirjoffr 
Bitm, Br As, Soc, IV, aodj (1853)" 



LITTORAL CONCRETE. 


409 


Chap. XVI-3 

of ^building stone. The best known locality's in Bombay island, where the 
shelly grit forms the flat ground of the Esplanade and part of the surface 
on which the fort was bailt, the same deposit is also found at Mahim and 
other places in the island, resting sometimes upon rock, but more often 
upon the blue alluvial clay, described a few pages back. The same form- 
ation is found to the southward at Malwin,^ and northward here and there 
as far as Dam^n, where it was observed by Mr. Wynne, apparently in 
process of foimation.* Near Buls4r, a little north of Damdn, the littoral 
concrete was observed to be stratified, the strata dipping at a low angle 
towards the sea. 

In western KSthi4\^ ir the same formation is much more widely deve- 
loped. It here assumes the character of an earthy calcareous grit, is 
usually of a dark ashy colour, and contains marine shells and corals. Occa- 
sionally it attains a thickness of 60 feet, and it rest^ unconformably on 
the denuded surface of the miliolite. The fossils found in the calcareous 
grit, so far as is known, are all species now living on the neighbouring 
coast, but no thorough comparison has ever been made 

There can be very** little doubt that the shelly calcareous grits of the 
Bombay and Kithidwdr coast are truly marine, not estuaiine, and that they 
are the result of a littoral accumulation of the sand and pebbles found on 
the shore, together with marine shells and corals. The beds may have ori- 
ginally been sand spits or beach deposits, very little, if at all, above high- 
water mark, and consolidated by the cementing action of carbonate of lime 
after being raised. In any case there appears to be evidence of a lise in 
the land, trifling at Bo'mbay, but greater in KdthUwSr. 


Indications of local deposits, supposed to have been formed in lakes 
have been noticed on the Nflgfiri hills of Southern India ® and in the southern 
Marathi country,* and have been supposed to indicate changes of level 
No fossils have been found in these deposits, nor -does the evidence in 
either case amount to clear proof of the former existence of lacustrine 
conditions, although the probabilities are in favour of this view. 


It would be beyond the scope^ of the present work to enter into the 
questioQ of ^ Indian soils. Consisting as they do of the surface of the 
ground altered by the action ot the air and rain, by impregnation with 
organic matter, and by the results of agricultural processes, they necessarily 
vary with every difference in the underlying formation, whether it be one 
of the older rocks or of the more recent unconsolidated deposits. There are, 
however, two forms of superficial formations which, having received repeated 

1 Memoiis^ XII, 24J, (1876) ^ H- F Blanford, Memoirs^ I, 243, (1858), 

• RecofdSf I, 32, (1868), ^ Foote, MemotrSy XII, 228, (1876) 
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notice in Indian geological works, require a few remarks to be devoted 
to them, and one of the two, the regur^ or black soil, is a very remarkable 
substance. The red soil also requires notice, because it has been so 
frequently mentioned in geological treatises. 

The somewhat ferruginous soils common on the surface of many 
Indian rocks, and especially of the metamorphic formations, would pro- 
bably never have attracted much attention but for the contra<5t they 
present in appearance to the black soil. 1 hey have only been noticed, 
as a rule, in papers relating to the black soil country in the western and 
southern portions of the Peninsula. The commonest form of red soil is a 
sandy clay, coloured red by iron pei oxide, and either derived from the 
decomposition of rock i/i situ or from the same products of decomposition 
w ashed to a low^er elevation by rain. The term is, however, frequently 
used in a very vague sense, apparently to distinguish such soils as are not 
black, and hence many alluvial soils may be comprehended under the 
general term. In very many cases, too, it appears to have been applied 
in Southern India to thick alluvial beds of sand or sandy clays, w^hich 
are in fact ordinary river or rain-wash deposits. 

The regur of Peninsular India, called black soil from its colour, and 
cotton soil from its suitability to the cultivation of cotton, occupies the 
surface of a very large portion of the country, and New’bold considers that 
at least one- third of Southern India is covered by it. The name 
is a corruption of the Telugu regada, or of cognate words in affined 
languages. ^ 

Kegur, in its most characteristic form, is a fine dark soil, which varies 
greatly in colour, in consistence, and in fertility, but preserves the constant 
characters of being highly argllaceous and somewhat calcareous, of 
becoming highly adhesive when wetted (a fact of which any one who has 
to traverse a black soil country after a shower of rain becomes fully aware) 
and of expanding and contracting to an unusual extent under the respec- 
tive influences of moisture and dryness. Hence, in the dry season the 
surface is seamed with broad and deep cracks, often five or six inches across 

' The following are some of the principal Carter. Bom. Br, Roy. As. Soc.^ V, 

writers who have described regur ; — 3291(1854). ^ 

Christie^ Edxn. Phil, Jour., VI, 119, Theobald, Memoirs, II, 298, (i860) ; X, 

(1829) ; VII, 50, (1829}; Mad, Jour. Lit. 229, (1873). 

Sci., IV, 4^9, (1836). H. F. Blanford, Memoirs, IV, 183, (i852). 

Voysey, Jour. As. Soe. Beng., IT, 303, (1833). King and Foote, Memoirs, IV, 352, (1864) 
Newbold, Proc. Roy. Soc., IV, 54. {1838,; W.T. Blanford, Memoirs, VI, 235, (18^) j 

Jcur. As. Soc. Beng., XIII. 987, (1844); Records, VUI, 50, (1875). 

XIV, 229, 270, C1845); Jour. Roy. As. T. Oldham, IV, 80, (1871), 

She., Vin, 252, (1846). Foote, Memoirs, XII, 251, (1876), 

HWflV, Jour. Bo. Br. Roy. As. Soc., V, 

61, (1853)- 
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and several feet deep. Like all argillaceous soils, regur retains water, and 
consequently requires less irrigation than more sandy ground ; indeed, as 
a rule, black soil is never irrigated at all in the western Deccan, Ndgpur, 
and Haiderdbad. When dry. it usually breaks up into small fragments ; on 
being moistened with water it gives out an argillaceous odour. It is said 
to fuse, when strongly heated, into a glassy mass, but this is not invari- 
ably the case, and is probably dependent on the proportions of iron and 
lime present. 

The chemical composition of regur has not received much attention. 
From the few and partial analyses ^ which ha\e been made the proportions 
of iron, lime, and magnesia seem to vary, and there appears always to be a 
considerable quantity of organic matter combined. The black colour 
appears to be due either to the carbonaceous elements of the soil, or to 
organic salts of iron, but the tint varies much, being frequently brownish, 
and sometimes grey. 

Christie made some experiments to determine the absoibent power of 
regur. He first dried a portion at a temperature nearly sutlcitnt to char 
paper ; he then exposed to the atmosphere of a moderately damp apart- 
ment 2615*6 grains of the dried soil, and found after a few days that it had 


^ The tollowing a^e the analyses. In neither 
case is it stated how the analj ses wei e made, 
nor which ingredients were determined by 
loss. In the first, by Dr. Macleod and pub- 
lished by Captain Newbold {Jour. Roy. As, 
Soc,9 VllI, 254}, a complete analysis of a dried 
sample appears to ha\e been made, but the 
locality from which the specimen was derived 
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In the other anal) sis by Mr, Tween [Memoiis^ 
IV, 361), imdried soil was used, and the com- 
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soluble pcrtion. The residue in all con- 
sisted chiefly of magnesia and alkali ; in Ai, 
Bi, 82, there were traces of sulphuric acid. 
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Ij)d( re, D from Barw&ni, and E from Burhdn- 
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the surface, A2 from 5 feet below surface. The 
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gained 147*1 grains. He then exposed the same 'sample* to an atmosphere 
faturated with moisture, and found that the weight increased daily, till the 
end of a few weeks, when it was found to be 2828*4 grains. The soil had, 
therefore, gained 212-8 grains, or about 8 per cent. 

As a rule, the purest beds of regur contain no pebbles, although this 
soil usually abounds in kankar. Fragments of chalcedony or zeolite are, 
however, often found in the black soil, where it is derived from the decom- 
position of basalt, and in Southern India regur occasionally contains debris 
of the metamorphic rocks, sandstone or limestone, on which it rests. 

Where uncultivated, black soil plains usually support but few trees, 
and those, as a rule, of no great size, but ihe principal product is grass, 
commonly growing to a height of three or four feet, but sometimes con- 
siderably higher. The growth of grass on tlie uncultivated plains of India 
is, however, greatly promoted, and the trees injured or killed, by the 
universal practice of burning the grass annually in the dry season, so that 
it is probable that the plains of black soil would support forest if left to 
themselves. 

The fertility of this soil is so great that some of the black soil plains 
are said to have produced crops for 2,000 years without manure, without 
having been left fallow, and without irrigation. On the other hand, some 
varieties of black soil, occurring n6ar the coast of Southern India, are com- 
paratively infertile. 

The typical appearance is only presented by this soil near the surface 
of the ground ; if the regur is more than about 6 to xo feet deep, it usually 
passes down into brown clay with kankar. It is never, except where it 
has been carried down and re-arranged as a stream deposit, met with at any 
depth beneath the surface. 

The* distribution of black soil in the Indian peninsula is of some im- 
portance, because it affords a clue to the origin of the ’formation. Regur 
is found everywhere on the plains of the Deccan trap country, except in 
the neighbourhood of the coast. A very similar soil is found locally 
in the basaltic Rijmahil hills, but with this exception nothing of the 
kind appears to be known in Bengal or the neighbouring provinces. 
In Southern India, however, tracts of black soil are found scattered 
throughout the valley of the- Kistna, and occupying the lower plains- and 
flats of Coimbatore, Madura, Salem, Tanjore, Rdmnid, and Tinnevelli. 
There is but little on the Mysore plateau. Some occurs on portions of the 
coast plain on the eastern shore of the Peninsula, and the great alluvial 
flat of Surat and Broach in eastern Gujarit consists of this soil. The 
soils of Ahmaddbdd are light coloured, but regur occupies the surface of 
the depression lying between Ahmaddbdd and Kithidwdr,* and connecting 
the he&d-olf the Gulf of Cambay with the R^stnil of- Cutch.^ 

* Rogers, Qmtri, Geol, SSpc., XXIV, 1 18, ( 1870). 
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In many cases thare cannot be a question that regur is simply derived 
from basalt by surface decomposition, and it is not surprising that 
numerous observers, from Christie and Voysey to Carter and Theobald, 
should liave contended, and should still contend, that all cotton soil is 
derived from disintegrated trap rocks. Throughout the immense Deccan 
trap area, the passage from decomposed basalt into regur may be seen in 
thousands of sections, and all the alluvial valleys, most of which contain 
black soil, are filled with deposits derived from the disintegration of basaltic 
rocks. More than this, the boundary of the trap is approximately the 
boundary of the black soil over enormous areas; where the latter is found 
beyond the trap boundary, volcanic rocks may veiy probably have existed 
formerly, and have disappeared through disintegration, or the soil have been 
washed down from the neighbouring trap hills. This is admirably seen 
around Ndgpur and Chdndd in the Central Provinces, vhere regur occurs 
everywhere upon the trap, but is never seen upon the metamorphic rocks a 
few miles to the eastward, except where there is reason to suppose it has 
been transported, as in the alluvial flats of rivers which flow from the trap 
country. Again, whilst nothing resembling regur is found in the meta- 
morphic region of Bengal, Behar, Orissa, Chutid Ndgpur, Chhatisgarh, and 
the neighbouring provinces, soils, undistinguishable from those of the 
Deccan traps, are found in the basaltic Rdjmahdl hills, and a similar 
formation has also been observed in Pegu,^ derived from the decomposition 
of basalt. It has been urged that basalt may have been more widely spread 
in Southern India than is now the case, and that, where none is now found, 
its disappearance is due to its having been converted, by disintegra- 
tion into, regur. 

This view cannot, however, be accepted. In the first place, as was 
shown by Newbold, basalt generally disintegrates into a reddish soil, quite 
different from regur in character. This reddish soil may be seen in places * 
passing into regur, but the black soil is, as a rule, confined to -the 
flatter ground at the bottom of the valleys or on flat hill tops, the brown 
or red soil occupying the slopes. Again, the masses of black soil in the 
valleys of the Godkvari and Kistna might be due to the alluvial deposits 
having been derived from the trap rocks, through” which both rivers flow 
in the upper part of their course, but hundreds of square miles irt the 
basins of the Penner, P4Ur, Cauvery, and other rivers still farther to the 
south are composed of precisely similar regur to that of the trap area. 
There is no reason for supposing that the Deccan trap ever extended to 
the valleys of the rivers named, or can there be any reasonable doubt that 
the alluvial flats contained in these valleys are mainly formed from the 
detritus of metamorphic rocks. 

Captain Newbold considered* ?ill,regur to be of subaqueous origin in 

* Theobald, Memoiis, X, 229, (1873), , 1 * your Roy. As, Soc„ VIII, 256, (184/)). 
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India, and compared it to the deposits in tanks, and to the mud of the 
Nile. Mr. H. F. Blanford suggested ‘ that the cotton soil of Trichinopoli 
bad accumulated in lagoons or backwaters near the sea, and he shewed 
that in one place, near Pondicherii, regur was actually being formed 
in a nearly dry lagoon separated from the sea by a sand spit. Messrs. 
King and Foote, on the other hand, considered * it more probable that the 
Trichinopoli regur was a fresh water deposit accumulated in marshes. It 
has since been shown * that a complete passage takes place in the neigh* 
bourhood of Surat between the deposits formed in tidal estuaries and the 
regur of the surrounding country, and it appears probable that much of 
the black soil of eastern Gujatit may have been originally a marine or 
estuarine (brackish waterj formation. On the other hand, Hislop* object- 
ed to the theory of formation by deposition in water, and he appears to 
have been the farst to suggest that regur may really be of subaerial origin 
and due to the impregnation of certain argillaceous soils by organic 
matter. This appears to be the most probable theory ; there can be no 
doubt that some forms of regur originate from the decomposition of basalt 
in situ, others from the disintegration of other argillaceous rocks, whilst 
other varieties again were originally alluvial clays formed in river valleys, 
or deposited in fresh water marshes, estuarine flats, or salt water lagoons. 
The essential character of a dark colour appears due in all cases to the 
admixture of organic matter, and perhaps the presence of a small quantity 
of iron. It is far from improbable that most of the black soil flats of India 
were covered with luxuriant forest, before the vegetation was annually 
exposed to the effects of fire. The increased dampness of tlie soil, the 
protection from denudation by rain, and the supply of decomposing vege- 
table matter may have contributed to the formation of the more fertile 
forms of regur. That the process of regur formation is purely superficial, 
and that it is due to surface action of a past time, is well seen in many 
of the regur plains with a slightly undulating contour. In such places the 
earth is black on the flats above, where the superficial layer has not been 
washed away, brown where the wash of rain has swept away the surface 
soil, and the black soil washed from the sides of the hollows has frequently 
accumulated towards the lower portion of them. 

The abrupt termination of regur in places at the edge of the trap 
country is simply due to the change from an argillaceous soil to a sandy 
one. The basalt appears generally to decompose into a highly aluminous 
substance, the met zorphic rocks, on the other hand, produce saud to a 
large extent. At the same time it should be stated that it is not quite 
clear why argillaceous deposits should have become regur in Southern 
India, whilst nothing of the kind is known in Bengal, except in the basal- 


* Memoirs, IV, i$i, (i8fi3). 
» Memoirs, IV, 357, {i 864 )- 


* Records, VIII, 50, (1875). 

* Jour Bom. Br. Roy. As. Soc,V , 61 ^1837). 
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tic region of the R^jmahdl hills. A dark coloured soil certainly forms in 
the marshes of eastern India, but it has not the character of regur, and 
no cotton soil has been noticed in the dense forests of Chuti^ Ndgpur and 
Bastir, nor, except on the surface of basalt, in the forest-clad plains of 
Buima. It is doubtful \Ahether true regur occurs on the Malabar coast 
between Bombay and Cape Comorin, and the marshy soils on the top of 
the Sahyadri lange do not form cotton soil. The black soil plains appear 
to be almost confined to those parts of India which have a moderate rain- 
fall, not exceeding about 50 inches, but it is impossible to say whether 
this is a necessary condition. 

It may then be stated that regur has been shown on fairly trustworthy 
evidence to result frem the impregnation of certain argillaceous forma- 
tions with organic matter, but that the process which has taken place is 
imperfectly understood, and that some peculiarities in distribution yet 
require explanation. 

True peat forms in the hollows on the Nflgiiis and some of the 
other mountains in Southern India, such as the She\aioys,’ at elevations 
above 4,000 feet, and its formation is due, as in temperate climates, to the 
growth and decomposition of a moss. In the marshes of the Gangetic 
delta an inferior kind of peat is also formed by the decomposition of 
various aquatic plants, and especially of wdld rice.* The peat like beds 
found so widely distributed in the neighbourhood of Calcutta at a little 
depth below’ the surface appear to be derived from the decomposition of 
forest vegetation, A somewhat similar substance has been obtained from 
beneath a marsh in Oudh.^ 


Sand drifted by the wind forms low hillocks on many parts of the 
Indian coast. A series of parallel ridges of sand hills along the shore 
of Orissa has been supposed to mark successive positions of the shore line. 
A similar tract of blown sand is found north of Orissa in the Midnapur 
district, and southwards at intervals throughout the w»hole of the east coast 
The sand is, of course, derived from the sea shore and blown up into ridges 
at right angles to the prevailing wind, with their longer slope to windw’ard 
and a shorter and steeper surface to leeward. Smaller patches of sand are 
sometimes found on the banks of backwaters. The sand hills frequently 
extend for tw’o or three miles inland from the coast^ and in such cases the 
inner ridges are covered wdth a peculiar vegetation, amongst which the 
cashewnut tree [Anacardium occidentale) and a screw-pine {Fandanus) are 
conspicuous, and in some cases betw^een the parallel ridges coinciding in 
direction with the coast the ground is flat, and even occasionally marshy, 

^ Foote, MemotiSf XII, 252, (i8'y6). [ ® Pioc, As. Soe. Benff., 1865, p. 85, 

® your* As. Soc. Bong , XXIII, 400, (i 854 )« * 
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as in parts of Midnapur. In the latter case it is probable that a lagoon 
has existed, which has been gradually silted up, the origin of the lagoon 
being due to the formation of a sand spit outside it. As already noticed, 
the existence of several parallel sand ridges probably indicates a rise of 
landj each ridge coinciding with a former coast line. 

On the Malabar coast, sand dunes are equally common, and contribute 
greatly to the formation of lagoons or backwaters * by accumulating on 
spits of sand. In the northern portion of the western coast about 
Bombay no sand hills have been noticed, probably because the detritus 
from the trap rocks does not form a suitable material, but further 
north again, in Surat and Broach,* in portions of Kctthidwdr, and in Cutcb 
blown sand occupies more or less ground in many places in the neighbour- 
hood of the shore. 

Sand dunes in India are not confined to the sea coast, but are frequent- 
ly found on the banks of rivers. And the accumulation of blown sand on 
river banks is of common occurrence on many of the peninsular rivers, 
such as the Godavari, Kistna, a£nd Cauvery. In some instances noticed 
by Newboldj* villages have been buried by the sand blown from the river 
beds during the dry season.* 

One peculiar form of’ sand hill, known as ieri, is developed to. a large 
extent along'theTinnevelli coast, and to a small extent in the north-western 
parts of Nellore and in the south of Travancore. The sand of which these 
hilk are Composed consists of rounded grains of colourless quartz, stained 
red, often bright red, by a thin film of ferruginous stain, which is easily 
dissolved by acids. In the Tinnevelli district they owe their origin to the 
dense clouds of sand and dust blown by the south-west monsoon off the bare 
red soil plains towards the coast, where the wind meets the sea breeze, is 
checked, and the sand dropped to form the tdris.® 


In the extrapeninsular area we find recent and subrecent river gravels 
in every valley, but the more extensive accumulations, if we except the 
alluvium of the Irawadi river, are all found in rock bound basins of closed or 
arrested drainage, which have been formed by differential movements of the 
surface during the elevation of the hill ranges among which they are found. 

In the dry country west of the Indus there are extensive accumu- 
lations of recent deposits, of which only a small proportion can be regarded 
as alluvium in the true sense of the word^ Beyond the frontier there are 
immense stretches of blown sand and loess in western -Baldchistdn and 
Afghinistdn, of which vety- little is known, but it is probable that they 


. *Newl)oltl, four. Soy. As.Sae, VIH, at*8, 
(t84Q. * 

* tfomi^ VI, ass. (laSp) • IX, 82, (i^). 

* four. Soy,' As. Sue., VUI, a6j>, (1846).' 


* The principal accnmnlation of blown sand 
in India, that of the great RdjpuUna Desert, 
will be described in the next chapter, 

‘ R. B. Foote, Afemous, XX, 87, (1883). 
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are composed principally of the same types of accumulation as are seen in 
the smaller valley plains around Quetta. 

First among these, as being the oldest, is a series of usually more or less 
bright red clays, sands and gravels which, in some of the publications of 
the Geological Survey,^ have been regarded as tertiary, and have been 
coloured as such on the accompanying geological map, but although it is 
possible that they may belong to the newest portion of that period, they 
are so intimately connected with the recent deposits that, as has already 
been noticed,* it is more convenient to describe them in this place rather 
than in what might be regarded as their more proper place. These deposits 
are frequently undisturbed, especially towards the centre of the valley plains 
and are then difficult to distinguish from more recent deposits, except that the 
latter are seldom so deep a red in colour* More usually, how'ever, they 
have undergone some slight disturbance, which has enabled the drainage to 
cut into them and form an irregular surface dotted with small hills, devoid 
of soil or vegetation, owing to the saline nature of the clays and the steep- 
ness of their slopes. Towards the margins of the valleys where these 
deposits abut against the hills, they are son* crimes tilted up at high angles 
of dip, as in the Mashdiak range west of Quetta. 

Though they occur in close proximity to typical Siwdliks, no actual con- 
tact section has yet been found, but there are certain indications that the 
ted clays of the valleys are considerably newer than those of the Siwilik 
system, and it is certain that they were deposited after the main features 
of the orography had been maiked out by disturbance and erosion * 

The most important of the recent deposits of these plains are the 
extensive gravel slopes at the foot of the hills, and the loess. 

The great gravel slopes, or dMtnan, w^hich everywhere fringe the 
foot of the hills, and often reach a width of many miles iu this compara- 
tively rainless country, form one of the most conspicuous features in the 
scenery of the more open parts of the hill country west of the Indus- 



Fig. 21. — Diagram illustrating the theory of the karez. PP« limit '‘of permanent saturation of 

subsoil ; K 

They occur as great inosculating fans, spreading with a slope O'f 300 to 
' 600 feet per mile from the mouths of the stream valleys. It is intq these 


* C. L. Griesbach, Memoirs, XVIII, i8, 
(1881) ; W. T. Blanford, M^moiis, XX, 115, 
(1883). 

* Su^ra, p. 319. 


^ These valley deposits have not yet received 
the detailed attention they deserve. See 
Records, XXV, 3j6,:>(;89a) ; see also Memotrs, 
XVili, i8(i68i); XX, us, <1883). 
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fans that long underground tunnels, known as iarez^ are driven, 
with a slope less than that of the suiface, till they pass below the level of 
permanent saturation, and, acting as a subsoil drain, carry the water out 
to the surface* 

The loess deposits consist of a fine grained, usually grey coloured and 
unstratified accu.mulation of wind blown dust, precisely similar to the great 
loess deposits of China, which have been described by the Baron von 
Richthoven. They vary in size from small patches of a few yards across 
to great plains like that of Thai Chotidli. In the Kachi, as the plain 
south of Sibi is called, the deposits of the plain appear to be principally 
wind blown loess, more or less mixed with true alluvium. 

Closely connected with the true loess is a more or less finely stratified 
type of deposit, which is formed in the low lying parts of the loess plain. 
After every heavy shower the drainage from the higher parts of the plain, 
as well as from the surrounding hills, collects in these depressions, whence 
it gradually disappears by percolation and evaporation. The water, when it 
first collects In these depressions, always carries a large amount of solid 
matter in suspension, which is deposited when i^ comes to rest, the coarser 
particles sinking first of all and the finer afterwards. By a repetition of 
these floods, a finely bedded accumulation of alternately finer and coarser 
grained material is formed, which presents a great similarity to a lacus- 
trine formation, though it was not deposited in a lake in the true sense of 
the word, but in mere temporary collections of flood water. 


On the great plains of Rawalpindi (known as the Potwar), Bannu, 
and PeshAwar, extensive deposits of gravel, sand, and silt exist. Little 
is known about the later deposits in the Peshdwar and Bannu plains, 
but those of the Potwir present some features of interest. The sur- 
face consists of a rather light brown alluvial clay, often containing 
kankar, and passing in places into fine silt. Beneath this alluvial de- 
posit there is a mass of gravels and sand, sometimes enclosing boulders 
of large size. The boulders are not, however, confined to the pebble 
beds, many have been observed imbedded in fine silt, and this circum- 
stance, together with the great size of many of the blocks found, and the 
distance to which they have been transported, has induced several observ- 
ers to attribute the transport of the larger masses to ice, whether floating 
down a river or in a lake. It has been suggested that the Potwir 
may have been converted into a lacustrine basin in post-tertiaiy times by 
the elevation of the Salt range and the ridges west of the Indus. There 
is but little evidence in favour of this view, but still it is not impossible, 
for, although the pebble beds underlying the finer silt of the Sohin valley 

Foradiditional details concerniag these al- i 122, 140, 223; (1877), XIII, 221,(1880). 
luvial deposits of the Potwdr, see Rem ds, X, | 
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appear too coarse for lacustrine^ deposits, the silt may be, in part at least, 
a later deposit. 

The posttertiary deposits are quite unconformable to the Siw^lik 
rocks, which had been greatly disturbed and denuded before the later 
beds were formed. These later beds themselves, however, are occasionally 
found dipping at a considerable angle, due, it is said, to original deposi- 
tion. The pebble beds ase found around Rawalpindi and in the neigh- 
bourhood of the Indus ; they overlie the RotAs gorge near Jehlam, occur 
on some of the Salt range plateaux, and cap the mountain above Kila- 
bdgh on the Indus, They are found at a considerable elevation above the 
present river beds, some fragments of ciystalline rocks in the neighbour- 
hood of the Indus, apparently brought down by the stream, having been 
observed 2,000 feet above the river. 

The large blocks attributed to ice flotation appear to have been derived 
from the Himilayas. They are abundant along the Indus as far up as 
Amb on the left bank of the river, in the gorge of the Siran and for some 
miles below Attock, around Jhand about twenty miles farther south, and 
farther still to the southward near the village of Trap on the lower course 
of the Sohdn. Some of the blocks measure nearly 50 feet in giith and 
others are even larger. In places such blocks have been found 20 miles 
away from the banks of the Indus. 

The Indus, as is w^ell known, is subject to extraordinary floods, due to 
a portion of the upper valley becoming blocked by landslips (or according 
to some by glaciers) and to the sudden destruction of the barriers thus 
formed Such floods occurred in 1841 and 1858, and have doubtless taken 
place in past ages. ^ In the flood of 1841 the waters of the K^bul river 
w^ere checked and forced backwards for twenty miles by the rise of the 
Indus, and Drew has showm that the lake in Gilgit, formed by the landslip 
in 1840-41, must have been 35 miles long and upwards of 300 feet deep. 
Enoimous quantities of detritus must be carried down by the violent 
floods produced by the bursting of such barriers, and if, as appears 
probable, the low temperature of the glacial epoch was felt in India, such 
lakes at an elevation of 5,000 or 6,000 feet above the sea would have been 
deeply frozen in w'inter, and large blocks from the river bed and dam might 
easily have been imbedded in the ice, glaciers also in the north-western 
Himalayas must have been more extensive than they now are, and the 
formation of lakes dammed up by glaciers was probably of more common 
occurrence than at the present day. Shaw'* has called attention to the 
occurrence of heaps of stone and gravel of all sizes brought 80 miles down 


^ For accounts of these floods, see Cunning- 
ham’s Ladak, London, 1854, Montgomerie,y<?wr. 
As, Soc, Beng , XXIX, 128, (i860) , Shaw, High 
Tartary, Yarkand, and Kashghar, London, 1871, 
P 433i , and Appendix, p. 481 j and espe- I 


cially Drew, Jummoo and Kashmir Territories, 
London, 1875, p. 44. Numerous references to 
other accounts are given by the last named 
writer. 
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the Shdyak, one of the tributaries of the upper Indus in Ladikh, by blocks 
of ice, and a similar action on a larger scale on the Indus may easily have 
supplied the erratics of the upper Punjab. If the Potwdr was a lake, the 
dispersion of the erratic blocks is easily understood ; if not, the area over 
which the masses of rock are found may be due to variations in the course 
of the Indus^ and the reversed flow of its tributaries in great floods. 

In one locality near Fatehjang a number of land and fresh water shells 
were found in silt, apparently the same as that in which boulders are else- 
where imbedded. The species found, including L^mnea rufescens. Plan- 
er bis exusUiS, Paludina bejigalensisy Bythinia pulchella^ Melania tuber- 
culafay Bulimus tnsularis^ Opeas gracilis^ etc., are the same as are now 
common in the country, and it appears doubtful it they would have sur- 
vived any very great diminution of temperature. At the same time it is 
possible that the beds containing shells may be of later date than those 
with boulders.^ 

The recent and subrecent deposits in the Himalayas are represented 
by lacustrine deposits, moraines, talus accumulations, and more conspi- 
cuously, by the river gravels abundantly developed in nearly every valley, 
as well as along the outer foot of the range. So far as these require notice 
in this work, they will be referred to in the chapter devoted to the Himd- 
layan range, but there are three larger expanses of recent and subrecent 
deposits in Kashmir, Hundes and Nepdl which, being extensive enough 
to be depicted on the accompanying geological map of India, require some 
description of their principal characteristics. 

The alluvial basin of Kashmir has a length of about 84 miles with a 
breadth of some 20 to 25, and is in part occupied by low lying alluvial 
deposits, not much raised above the level of the Jehlam river, but prin- 
cipally by older deposits forming elevated plateaux on the borders of the 
alluvial plain and islands rising from it. These elevated plateaux of 
alluvial and lacustrine deposits are locally known as Kareiva, a name 
which has been adopted for the deposits of which they are formed 

The Karewa deposits consist principally of sand and shingle, with 
some fine grained clayey silt towards the centre of the valley ; the beds are 
for the most part horizontal or slope with a gentle dip, which is probably 
merely the original slope of deposition, but near the flanks of the Pir 
Panjal they dip away from the hills at angles rising to 20®. 

The best published descriptions of these beds are those of Colonel 
Godwin-Aiisten * and Mr. Drew,® by both of whom they are regarded as of 
lacustrine origin, an opinion also adopted by Mr. Lydekker^ but difficult 
to accept in its entirety. It is very probable that some of the finely bedded 

* Theobald, Records^ X, 141, (1877). j * Jommoo and Kashmir Territories, p- 2io. 

* Quart your, GeoL Sot., XX, 383, (1864). I * MeMoifSrXKll, 72, {m3). 
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fine grained deposits described by Colonel God v\ in-Austen ^^ere deposited 
in still water, but the frequent alternations of beds cf shingle with sand 
and the layers of lignite from one to three inches in thickness, point to 
subaerial conditions of formation. Even the presence of true lacustrine 
deposits does not prove that the whole of the Kashmir lake basin was ever 
occupied by a lake. This rock basin was probably gradually formed by a 
deformation of the earth's crust, and the hollow so produced was filled up 
almost, if not quite, as soon as formed. At the present day true lacustrine 
deposits are being formed in those places on the northern limit of the 
valley where, owing to a deficiency of deposition, hollows have been left 
in which water has accumulated, and it is probable that the conditions 
have been much the same as at present throughout the geological history 
of the Kashmir valley, and that a minor area of true lacustrine deposits has 
been accompanied by a greater area where subaerial accumulation of sedi- 
ment has been in progress. 

It is possible that some of the older beds of the karewas may be con- 
temporaneous with part of the upper Siwdliks, but the only fossils yet 
found, besides undetermined fish scales and plant remains, have been land 
and fresh water shells, all apparently belonging to living species. 

The only other valley at all comparable with that of Kashmir is NepdL^ 
The superficial differences correspond with those that mark the struc- 
tural characters of the two regions; both are longitudinal valle}S, lying in 
the general strike of the strata, but the clear open oval area of Kashmir 
approximately coincides with the elliptical synclinal depression of the 
calcareous upper palaeozoic strata. Nepdl, on the contrary, is rather a 
group of confluent valleys, with high dividing spurs in both directions- On 
the prolongation of the strike of the rocks there is a continuation of the 
special excavation of the mountain zone, and the rocks of this zone, being 
prevailingly calcareous, has suggested the conjecture that the feature is 
primarily due to erosion by solution, as may also be the case with Kashmir. 
Another cause, however, and the proximate one of the formation of a lake- 
basin in NepAl, was probably, in part, a relative rise of the hills on the 
south, for here also the bottom beds of the valley deposits have undergone 
local disturbance on this side. 

These deposits correspond very closely with those of Kashmir. There 
is no remnant of a lake, but the other features are alike. An extensive 
upland area, known as t&nr land, corresponds to the karewa of Kashmir, 
and to the bh&ngar of the Gangetic plains. It is the surface of the old 
deposits, no doubt considerably modified by waste in the central parts, 
and by rainwash accumulations near the hills. The streams flow at a 
depth of from 50 to 500 feet below this surface, according to position, but 

1 H. B Medlicott, Recoids, VIII, 93, (*875) 
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here, as in Kashmir, they are now, for the most part, subject to overflow, 
and thus form the alluvia! valleys, kuown as hholus^ corresponding to the 
khadh land of the plains. Beds of seiviceable peat, much used for brick 
and lime burning, occur at various levels in the valley deposits, and there 
is also a blue clay, extensively used for top dressing the fields, whose 
fertilising virtue seems to be due to the phosphate of iron (vivianite) 
freely scattered through it in blue specks. No fossil remains have as yet 
been found in any of these deposits. 

The subrecent deposits of Hundes occupy an area of some 120 miles 
long by from 15 to 60 miles broad in the upper valley of the Sutlej, wdiicb 
now flows in a deep and narrow gorge, not much less than 3 000 feet deep, 
cut through the horizontal deposits it had fornied at an earlier period of 
its history. 

Our knowledge of these beds is almost entirely dependent on the 
description of the two brothers Richard and Henry Strachey. It seems 
possible, from an observation of the latter of these, that the deposits are in 
part of lacustrine origin, for he mentions that, in the central part of the 
valley, the cliffs exhibit throughout their height a fine homogeneous clay, 
with but little gravel in it. There is some inherent probability in the sup- 
position that part of these deposits weie formed in local accumulations of 
water, but there Is nothing to show that ths whole of them might not be of 
subaerial origin, as it is almost certain that the bulk of them might have been. 

But the chief interest of these deposits attaches to the mammalian 
fossils they contain. These have long been known, though it was only 
within late years that their derivation from the horizontal gravels was 
definitely determined by Mr. C, L. Griesbach.^ The earlier specimens, 
brought across the frontier as curiosities by the Tibetan traders, had been 
regarded as tertiary by the late Dr. Falconer, who considered that the 
beds had undergone considerable elevation since their formation. A 
more recent revision of the fauna by Mr. Lydekker* renders the reten- 
tion of this opinion, itself improbable on account of the horizontality of 
the deposits, impossible. With the exception of Hippotherium^ which was 
determined by Mr. Waterhouse from specimens brought by Sir R. Strachey 
though it IS questionable whether the materials w ere sufficient for its 
determination, only living genera are known ; of these Bos^ Ovts (?), 
Capra, and Equus are genera still living in the highlands of Tibet. 
Hy-asna is not at present known in Tibet, though there is no reason why 
it should not formerly have ranged into high altitudes, and, besides, the 
correctness of the determination is open to question. There remains the 
genus Rhinoceros, which points to a warmer climate and a lower altitude 
than that in which the remains are found. It is, however, not impossible 

XIII, 91, (1880). I 3 Records, XIV, 178, (1881.) 
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for a Rhinoceros, especially one of small size, to havelUed on the bushes 
which grow in the neighbourhood of many of the Tibetan rivers, while the 
doubtful evidence of this genus is more than outweighed by the fragment 
of a skull figured by Royle,^ which agrees so closely with that of Panthoiops 
hodgscni that there can be little doubt of at least generic identity, and 
Panthoiops is a genus peculiar to the most elevated and coldest portions of 
Tibet. It is consequently more probable, so far as the palaeontological 
evidence goes, that the subrecent deposits of Hundes were formed at or 
near the elevation at which they are now found than that they were formed 
at a much lower level and subsequently elevated without undergoing any 
disturbance. 


In the hills east of India there are some rock basins occupied by allu- 
\ial deposits, of which the best known is th«nt of Manipur. About 50 miles 
long by 30 broad, of an irregular shape, with many small hills rising like 
islands from the alluvial plain, it is not surprising that it should be gener- 
ally regarded as a filled in lake. There are, however, no real reasons for 
supposing that any large proportion of the valley was ever occupied by 
deep water, '1 here are no terraces round it such as would have resulted 
from the lowering of the outlet of the lake during the long period occu- 
pied by its filling up. The deposits are all of ordinary alluvial type, and 
the courses of the streams show that the present surface is the result of the 
gradual subaerial formation of an alluvial plain. The elevation of the sur- 
rounding hills is, geologically speaking, of comparatively recent date, prob- 
ably not dating further back than the latter portion of the tertiary period, 
and it is probable that the origin of the Manipur basin was gradual, and that 
the active erosion of the surrounding hills, due to abundant rainfall, caused 
it to be filled up as fast as it was formed, with the exception of insigni- 
ficant areas that partially escaped sedimentation, and w’ere occupied by 
shallow lakes. 

The upper winters of the Chindwin (Kyin-dwin) river drain a number 
of alluvium filled valleys, the largest of which, on the upper part of the 
Chindwin itself, is known as the Hukong valley, while, in the hills west of 
the Chindwin, there are the Kubo valley and those south of it. No details 
are at present known regarding these alluvial spreads of Upper Burma, as 
no detailed geological investigations have yet been possible, but in Low’er 
Burma more extended investigations have been made, and it is possible 
to distinguish posttertiary deposits of tw^o distinct periods. 


Along the margin of the Iraw^adi and Sittaung alluvium, there is a 
broad, but interrupted, belt of undulating ground, clearly distinguished 

^ Illustrations of the Botany, etc., of the I fig. i. The original specimen cannot now 
Himalaya Mountains. 4® London, 1839, pi. III. « be found. 
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from the flat alluvial plains near the river both by the greater inequality 
of its surface and by its more sandy character. This tract is locally 
known as Eng-dain, or the country of the Eng tree {Dipterocarpus 
grandiflofa)^ but the same name is naturally applied to the very similar 
sandy tracts occupied by the pliocene fossil wood group, so that the 
popular distinction does not precisely coincide with the geological limit.^ 
of the formation. 

The Eng-dain tract is composed chiefly of gravel, derived in a large 
measure from the neighbouring hills, but partly from a distance. A por- 
tion of the deposits, like the bhdbarfiht edge of the Ganges valley, may 
simply be the detritus washed from the surface of the hills by rain and 
small streams to form a slope at the base of the range, but in Pegu, as 
in other countries with a heavy rainfall, this slope is inconbiderable, and a 
great portion of the alluvial gravels are simply stream and river deposits. 
Similar beds of sand and gravel are found in many places underlying the 
argillaceous delta deposits of the Irawadi, and are evidently of more 
ancient origin. 

Besides the fringe, of variable width, formed by the gravels along the 
edge of the older rocks, large tracts of the same older alluvial deposits art 
found in places isolated in the delta, occasionally forming ground raised 
to a. considerable height above the flat country around. One such tract, 
about 20 miles long from north-east to south-west, by lo miles broad, 
occurs east of Nga-pu-tau and south of Bassein; another, of about the same 
dimensions, lies south-west of Rangoon, These areas may be ancient 
bhdngar deposits, or they may be caused by local upheaval. 

Except in the immediate vicinity of the river channel, there is no 
important expanse of alluvial deposits in the valleys of the Burmese rivers, 
the beds of all, immediately above their deltas, are formed 5n places by 
older rocks, and there is no such continuous alluvial plain as is found 
along the course of the Ganges and Indus. Small tracts of alluvium occur, 
as usual, every here and there, but the wide undulating plains in the 
neighbourhood of the river in Upper Burma are largely composed, not 
of nver alluvium, but of the pliocene fossil wood deposits. 

Compared with the Gangetic and Indus deltas, those of the Irawadi 
and other Burmese rivers convey an idea of imperfection and backward- 
ness, as though the latter were of more modern growth than the former, 
and had made less progress towards the formation of 4 great fertile plain 
The Salwfn cannot be said to have any delta at all, and in the Irawadi 
delta, as has already been mentioned, elevated tracts, both of rock and of 
the older alluvial deposits, occur in the neighbourhood of the sea. Con- 
sidering the size of the river, the Sittaung delta, if the alluvial plain ex- 
tending to the northward beyond Taung-ngu (Tonghoo) be included, is 
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proportionally more extensive than that of the Irawadi, but still the broad 
Gulf of Martaban extends into the very mouth of the Sittaung river. 

The Ira\\adi delta extends from the Rangoon river to the Bassein 
river, and the head of the delta may be placed near Myanaung.^ The 
first important distributarj — that forming the head of the Bassein river — 
leaves the main river a little above HenzSda, but water overflows la 
floods some miles above Myanaung, and finds its way to the sea by the 
Myit*ma-kha Khyaung, the origin of the Rangoon river. The various 
livers and creeks of the Irawadi delta are said to be far less liable to 
change than those of the Ganges and Indus, but it must be remembered 
that the authentic history of the latter rivers, and especially of the 
Indus, extends much farther back than does that of the IrawadL The 
general surface of the delta near the sea, with the exception of the 
higher tracts already mentioned, differs but little in elevation from that 
of the great Indian rivers and Mr. Theobald considers that at least 2,000 
square miles must be below the level of high spring tides. Large marshes, 
or jhils (** eng^^ in Burmese), are found occupying the depressions between 
the raised banks of the principal streams, and the whole region, especial- 
ly in the neighbourhood of the sea, consists of a network of the tidal creeks 
Little appears to be known as to the progress of the delta seaward, 
judging by the contour of the coast, it would appear that the Irawadi, 
owing to its far greater size, and perhaps to the larger proportion of silt 
transported by its waters, had pushed its delta seaward far beyond the Sit- 
taung. The Sal win traverses for the most part an area of hard metamor- 
phic rocks, and probably brings down but little detritus, so that the con- 
version of the Gulf of Martaban into land, if it is ever to be effected, must 
depend largely upon the deposits from the Irawadi. 

The alluvial plain and delta of the lower Irawadi consist mainly of 
a clay ^ very similar to that found in the Gangetic plain, but containing 
much less lime, and consequently poor in kankar. The colour is gene- 
rally yellowish browm, sometimes reddish, owdng to the presence of 
peroxide of iron. The proportion of sand varies, and is greater on the 
whole than in the Gangetic alluvium, A few thin layers of sand occur 
interstratified with the clay, and a band of dark blue or carbonaceous 
clay, a few inches in thickness, has been noticed in several localities. 


' Mr. Theobald considers Min-gyi, 13 miles 
below Myanaung, the apex of the delta ; and 
taking Punam point, east of the Bassein river, 
and Elephant point, west of the Rangoon 
river, as the two lateral angles, he estimates 
the distances from Min-gyi to Elephant and 
Puriam points as 129 and 176 miles, respec- 
tively, the two points being 137 miles apart, 
--Records^ III, 21, (1870). 


* Mr. Theobald considers this clay marine 
or estuarine, but no fossils have been found in 
it and his main arguments, founded on the 
similarity between the clays of the Irawadi 
and Gangetic deltas, are of course favourable 
to thefluviatile origin of the Irawadi clay, if 
that of the Ganges be also of fresh water 
origin,— ^ecorrfs, III, 17, (1870), 
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The clay, in many places towards the head of the delra, is seen to rest 
upon pebbly sand, and the latter is frequently found beneath the clay in the 
delta itself, wells being sunk through the argillaceous surface formation 
to the porous stratum beneath. In the absence of any borings, however, 
it is impossible to say what the nature of the beds at a depth below the 
surface may be, and it is not clear whether the sand is the underlying 
formation throughout, or whether it is merely intercalated between beds 
of clay. 

On the surface of the clay, in the immediate neighbourhood of the 
river, deposits of silt and sand are found in some places, and resemble 
the khidar deposits of the Ganges valley. No extensive area, however, 
is covered by these sandy beds. They form a narrow belt along the river 
channel above the influence of the tide, and occupy a rather larger area 
around Pantanau. The deposits of the Sittaung alluvial plain closely 
resemble those of the Irawadi. 
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Area and elevation — Fluviatile oriofin of the Gangetic plain — Subrecent marine conditions iff 
the Indus valley — Character of Indo-Gangetic alluvium— Fossils in the alluvium — General 
features of the Indo-Gangetic plain —The Brahmaputra valley — The delta of the Ganges 
and Brahmaputra — ^The plains of upper Bengal and the North-West Provinces— Ahiny or 
J^eA — ^The Punjab — The los*- river of the Indian desert— The lower Indus valley and 
delta — The Rann oi Cutch — The desert of western Rdjputdna, 


The immense alluvial pliin of the Ganges, Indus, and Brahmaputra 
livers and their tributaries, the richest and most populous portion of India, 
covers an area of about 300,000 square miles, and forms approximately one 
fourth of the whole surface of Biitish India, exclusive of Burma. The greater 
part of the provinces known as Assam, Bengal (including Behar), the North- 
West Provinces, Oudh, the Punjab and Sind, are included in the great plain 
which, varying in width from 90 to nearly 300 miles, entirely separates the 
geological region of peninsular India from the Himalayas to the north, the 
Suldimdu and Kirthar ranges to the west, and the hill regions of Assam, 
Tipperah, and Chittagong to the eastward. Owing to the varying extent 
to which the surface is raised on the margins of the area by the detritus 
brought by rivers from the hills, and the gradation between the finer depo- 
sits of the plain and the coarser gravels forming the slope at the base 
of the Himalayas, it is difficult to estimate exactly the greatest height of the 
plain above the sea. The highest level recorded by the Great Trigono- 
metrical Survey between the Ganges and Indus, on the road from Sahi- 
ranpur to Ludhiana, is 924 feet,^ and this may be fairly taken as the 


* The following elevations of localities in the 
Indo-Gangetic plain will afford some idea of 
the general height of the surface above the 
sea. The figures, except in the case of Rdj- 
tnahdl, are taken from the maps and publibhed 
sections of the Great Trigonometrical Sur- 
vey, with a few additions kindly furnished by 
the Surveyor General, Colonel Walker, At 
all the localities quoted the height is the 
approximate level of the plain : — 
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summit level at the lowest part of the watershed between the Indus and the 
Ganges. There is no ridge of high ground between the Ganges and Indus 
drainage, and a very trifling change in the surface might at any time turn 
the affluents of one river into the other. It is reasonable to infer that 
such changes have taken place in past times, and that the occurrence of 
closely allied species of Platanista (a fresh water dolphin peculiar to the 
Indus, Ganges, and Brahmaputra) in the two rivers, and of many other 
animals common to both streams, may thus be explained. 

An idea once prevalent amongst both geologists and naturalists was, that 
the great Indian plain had been an arm of the sea in late geological times,^ 
It is possible that this may have been the case, but there is absolutely no 
evidence whatever in favour of such a view, and some facts are opposed to 
it. On the southern flank of the Himalayas, no marine formations have been 
discovered of later date than eocene, and even these are unknown, except 
in one place east of the Ganges, between the spot where the Jumna leaves 
the Himilayas, and the Giro hills, or throughout thirteen degrees of 
longitude, whilst the later tertiary formations, belonging to the Siwalik 
system, contain fresh water Reptilia and MolLusca^ and not a single marine 
shell has been found in them. In Sind marine beds of miocene date are 
found, which become replaced by fresh water beds as they are traced up 
the Indus Valley, and in the Salt range the fresh water Siwdliks rest upon the 
nummulitic limestone. It is true that it is impossible to tell what beds 
may be concealed beneath the Indo-Gangetic alluvium, and marine strata 
may exist to an enormous extent without appearing at the surface. It is 
also unquestionable that the amount of information hitherto derived from 
borings is very small indeed, but so far as that information extends, 
and so far as the lower strata of the alluvial plain have been exposed in 
the beds of rivers, not a single occurrence of a marine shell has ever 
been observed, nor is there such a change in the deposits as would render 
it probable that the underlying strata are marine. As will be shown 
presently, the lowest deposits known in the plain itself are of postter- 
tiary age, and they are certainly fresh water, whilst the tertiary deposits 
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1 Hooker, Himalayan Journals^ tst ed., London, 
1854, I, p. 378; Theobald, Records, III, 19 
(1870), Mr. Theobald’s main argument, 
derived from the clay at Pattharghatta, near 
R^jmahdl, has been shoivn by a re-examination 
of the locality to be untenable, the deposit in 
question being merely a surface wash, contain- 
ing fragments of bricks amongbt other things 
{Memoirs^ XIII, 224, (1877), Dr. Falconer 
considered that the Indo-Gangetic area was 
formerly an arm of*the sea, butthat it had been 
converted into land before the Siwdlik epoch, 
’^PalcBOniological Memoirs, I, 29, 
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are chiefly known to occur on the northern margin of the plain. The 
older pliocene deposits of Perim island in the Gulf of Cambay He, how- 
ever, to the south of the alluvial area, and five species of mammals found 
in them are also met with in the Siwdliks at the base of the Himalayas, 
so that there was probably land communication between the two areas. 
'I he only evidence known in favour of marine conditions having prevailed 
during the deposition of any portion of the Gangetic alluvium is the occur- 
rence of brine springs at considerable depths in a few localities. These 
springs, howe\er, are not numerous, and without additional evidence it is 
impossible to look upon them as proofs of marine deposits. At the same 
time it is by no means impossible that the sea occupied portions of Sind 
and Bengal long after the plain of upper India vras dry land. With refer- 
ence to Bengal there is very little evidence. Mr. Fergusson, in a masterly 
essay on recent changes in the delta of the Ganges,^ has brought forward 
a quantity of historical data tending to show that the whole Ganges valley 
was probably not habitable 5,000 years ago, and that the extension of 
human settlements to the eastward from the Punjab has been gradual- 
'riie latter may be conceded, with the reservation that additional evidence 
as to the previous want of population is desirable. The Ganges valley 
5,000 years ago, like that of the Brihmaputra valley at the present day, may 
have been so swampy as to be ill suited for cultivation, and yet there is 
no reason for supposing that the area had recently been covered by the 
sea, for the state of the surface may have been due to an amount of 
depression sufficient to render the area marshy, but not enough to cause 
it to be overflowed by the ocean. That depression has taken place in the 
delta is shown by the records of the Fort William (Calcutta) borehole, 
to bedescribedpresently, but the only known marine beds in the neighbour- 
hood of the Ganges delta, those at the foot of the Giro hills, are of tertiary 
age, and probably pliocene. 

In the Indus valley some evidence has been obtained of the sea having 
occupied part of the area in posttertiary times.* East of the alluvial 
plain of the Indus near Umarkot is a tract of blown sand, the depressions in 
w'hich are filled by salt lakes. These lakes are supplied by water trickling 
through the soil from large marshes and pools supplied by the flood waters 
of the rivers, and it is evident that the depressions amongst the sand 
hills are at a lower level than the alluvial plain, and that the salt is 


’ Quart. Jour, Geol. Soc,j XrX, 321, (1863), 
There is one ethnological fact which Mr. Fer- 
gusson has not noticed. The population of 
Bengal, as any one who has seen much of 
Indian races will probably admit, is shown by 
colour, phy^iqne, and habits of life to contain 
a large proportion of the non-Arjan races, 
the people of upper India, on the other hand, 
having a much larger Aryan element. This 
mixed race may have migrated into the 


country, but it is at least as probable that the 
son-Aryan tribes were indigenous, and that 
the present Bengali race is due to an admix- 
ture of Aryan blood. The point is, whether 
Mr, Fergusson has not taken the south-eastern 
migration of the more civilised population 
amongst uncivilised tribes for the original 
peopling of the Gangetic plain, 

* Jour,As,Soc. XLV, pt. ii, 93, (1876) ; 
Records^ X, 10, 21, (1877). 
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derived from the soil beneath the sand. To the southward is a great flat 
salt tract known as the Rann of Cutch, marshy in parts, dry in others, 
throughout the greater part of the year, but covered by water when the 
level of the sea is raised by the south-west monsoon blowing into the Gulf 
of Cutch and the old mouth of the Indus, and all water which runs off the 
land is thus ponded back. The Luni river, which flows into the Rann, is, 
except after rain, extremely salt, and salt is largely manufactured from the 
salt earth at Pachpadra, close to the Luni, more than loo miles from the 
edge of the Rann, and nearly 300 from the sea Both the present condition 
of the Rann and tradition point to the area having been covered by the sea 
ill recent times, and having been filled up by deposits from the streams 
running into it, while the occurrence in some of the salt lakes near Umar- 
kot, 150 miles from the sea, of an estuarine mollusc Potamides (Pirenella) 
layardi, common in the salt lagoons and backwateis of the Indian coast, 
seems to indicate that these lakes were formerly in communication with the 
sea. The enormous quantity of blown sand, also, which covers the Indian 
desert, can only be satisfactorily explained by supposing that it was deiived 
from a former coast line north of the Rann and east of the Indus valley.^ 

It appears probable that in posttertiary times an arm of the sea ex- 
tended up the Indus valley at least as far as the salt lakes now exist, or to 
the neighbourhood of Rohri, and probably farther, and also up the Luni 
valley to the neighbourhood of Jodhpur, the Rann of Cutch being of course 
an inland sea. The country to the westward has been raised by the 
deposits of the Indus, and the salt lakes have been isolated by ridges of 
blown sand. 

It is true that along the western margin of the Indus alluvium later 
tertiary (Manchhar) rocks are found, containing remains of mammalia and 
precisely resembling the Siwdlik formation, and as there is nevertheless a 
probability that the lower Indus valley was an arm of the sea in postterti- 
ary times, it may fairly be argued that the sub -Himalayan Siw'dliks arc no 
proof that the Ganges valley was not an inland sea at the same epoch. 
But in the Indus region the representatives of the Siw'dliks pass down- 
wards into miocene marine beds. In lower Sind the Manchhar formation 
itself becomes interstratified w’ith bands containing marine shells, and not 
very far to the westward, there is a very thick marine pliocene formation 
on the Baluchistdn coast, so that there is evidence in abundance of the 
sea having occupied portions of the area in later tertiary times, whilst 
there is no proof of any such marine conditions in the Ganges pldin. 


The various deposits of the Iiido-Gangetic plain ^ may be roughly classed 


^ A description of this area will be found 
at the end of the present chapter. 

* The authorities for the following account 
are manuscript reoorts by Mr 1 heobald on 
parts of the alluvial area in Beng il, Bi.har, and 


the North-Western Provinces, sjme extracts 
from which were published in Records, III, 17, 
(1870) ; Med icott, Sketch of the (Tcology of 
the North-Western Provinces, Records, VI, 9, 
(1873), aad various papers referred to. 
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under two subdivisions, older and newer; the former consisting of beds 
which are undergoing denudation, whilst the latter form the newer 
accumulations, the flood and delta deposits now in piocess of formation. 
It is difficult, if not impossible, to draw any distinct line of separation 
between these two subdivisions, unless, as but rarely occurs, they contain 
fossils ctiaracteristic of their age, but, generally speaking, all the higher 
ground is composed of older deposits, whilst the newer alluvium is chiefly 
confined to the neighbourhood of the river channels, except in the delta of 
the Ganges, and in the Brahmaputra plain. Still, there are large parts, both 
of the Indus and Ganges plains, which are flooded every season, and on 
these areas newer deposits are formed by the flood waters, Moreover, as 
the rivers constantly change their courses, they often sweep away deposits 
only a few years, or even a few months old. 

The prevailing formation throughout the Indo-Gangetic alluvial area is 
some form of clay, more or less sandy. The older deposits generally 
contain kankar, the newer deposits do not as a rule, but there are numer- 
ous exceptions in both cases. In the Indus valley the alluvial deposits are 
much more sandy than in the Ganges valley, and the surface of the ground 
is paler in colour, except where marshy conditions prevail. The deposits 
of the Brahmaputra valley in Assam are also sandy. In both these valleys 
the greater part of the area is occupied by the newrer alluvial deposits 
whilst the greater portion of the Ganges plain, except towards the delta 
is composed of an older alluvial formation. 

The older alluvium is usually composed of massive clay beds of a rather 
pale, reddish brown colour, very often yellowish when recently exposed to 
the air, with more or less kankar disseminated throughout. In places, 
and especially in Bengal and Behar, pisolitic concretions of hydrated iron 
peroxide, from the size of a mustard seed to that of a pea, are disseminated 
through the clay ; occasionally these nodules attain larger dimensions, some 
being found near Dindjpur of the size of pigeons’ eggs. In places 
kankar forms compact beds of earthy limestone. Sand, gravels, and con- 
glomerates occur, but are, as a rule, subordinate, except on the edges 
of the valley, the quantity of sand in the clay decreasing gradually as the 
distance from the hills increases. Pebbles are scarce at a greater distance 
than from 20 to 30 miles from the hills bordering the plain. Beds of sand- 
stone, sufficiently compact for building, have occasionally been found, 
but are of rare occurrence. On the whole, there is no great differ- 
ence between the alluvial formations of the Indo-Gangetic plain and those 
of the Narbada and Tdpti, except that the latter are rather darker in 
colour, and perhaps less sandy. 

The newer alluvial deposits consist of coarse gravels near the hills, and 
especially at the base of the Himalayas, sandy clay and sand along the 
coarse of the rivers, and fine silt consolidating into clay in the delta and 
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in the flatter parts of the river plain. In the Ganges delta beds of impure 
peat commonly occur. Fresh water shells are of more frequent occur- 
rence in the newer forms of alluvium than in the older, the species being 
those now living in the rivers and marshes of the country. 


The only information of importance hitherto procured as to the nature 
and depth of the alluvial deposits beneath the surface is derived from 
five borings: one, 481 feet deep, at Fort William, Calcutta, within the 
delta and close to a tidal river ; the second at Umballa, 701 feet deep, at 
nearly the highest level of the plain away from the slope of detritus along 
the margin ; the third, carried to a depth of 464 feet, at Sabzal-kot west 
of the Indus, about 21 miles west by north of Rdjanpur and about 400 
feet above sea level; the fourth, at Agra, carried to a depth of 481 feet 
from a surface level of 553 feet above the sea ; and the fifth, and deepest, 
having a depth of 1,336 feet from a surface level of about 370 feet, at Luck- 
now. All these boreholes were made for the purpose of obtaining water. 

The Calcutta borehole is, with the exception of that at Lucknow, the most 
important, because it was carried downi to a depth of about 460 feet below 
the mean sea level. The following account of the deposits passed through in 
the borehole is taken from the ** Abstract Report of the Proceedings of the 
Committee appointed to superintend the Bore Operations in Fort William 
from their commencement, December 1835, to their close in April 1840 — 

“ After penetrating through the surface soil to a depth of about ten 
feet, a stratum of stiff blue clay, fifteen feet in thickness, w^as met wdth. 
Underlaying this was a light coloured sandy clay, which became gradually 
darker in colour from the admixture of vegetable matter, till it passed into 
a bed of peat, at a distance of about thirty feet from the surface.* Beds of 
clay and variegated sand intermixed with kankar, mica, and small pebbles, 
alternated to a depth of 120 feet, when the sand became loose and almost 
semi-fluid in its texture. At 152 feet the quicksand became darker in 
colour and coarser in grain, intermixed with red water worn nodules of 
hydrated oxide of iron, resembling to a certain extent the laterite of South 
India. At 159 feet a stiff clay with yellow veins occurred, altering at 163 


‘ Jour, As. Soc.Beng,, IX, 686, (1840). See 
also an excellent account by Lieutenant (after- 
wards Colonel) R. Baird Smith , Calcutta Jour^ 
Nat //mA, I, 324, (1841) and Ptoc. Geol. 
Sec*, IV, 4, (1842). From the latter the account 
in Lyell’s ** Principles of Geology ” appears to 
be chiefly taken. Some additional details will be 
found in the ^our. As, Sec, Ben^,, II, 369, 649, 
(1833); IV, 23S. (1835); V, 374, (1836) ; VI, 
234, 321, 498, 897, (J837); VII, 168, 466, 
(1838). 

* Eighty feet in the original, but this is 


almost certainly a misprint ; first, because 
Lieutenant Baird Smith mentions in his de- 
scription the occurrence of peat between 30 
•and 50 feet from the surface, whereas from 
75 to 120 feet sindy clay is said to occur, 
and this agrees with bis descriptive catalogue 
of the specimens extracted from the borehole, 
and with his figured section ; secondly, 
because, as will be shown hereafter, a bed of 
peat is found everywhere around Calcutta at 
a depth of 20 to 30 feet. 
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feet remarkably in colour and substance, and becoming dark, friable, and 
apparently containing much vegetable and ferruginous matter. A fine 
sand succeeded at 170 feet, and this gradually became coarser and mixed 
with fragments of quartz and felspar to a depth of r8o feet. At 196 feet 
clay impregnated with iron was passed through, and at 221 feet sand 
recurred, containing fragments of limestone with nodules of kankar and 
pieces of quartz and felspar ; the same stratum continued to 340 feet, and 
at 350 feet a fossil bone, conjectured to be the humerus of a dog, was ex- 
tracted.^ At 360 feet a piece of supposed tortoise shell* was found, and 
subsequently several pieces of the same substance were obtained. At 
372 feet another fossil bone was discovered, but it could not be identified, 
from its being torn and broken by the borer. At 392 feet a few pieces of 
fine coal, such as are found in the beds of mountain streams, with some 
fragments of decayed wood, were picked out of the sand, and at 400 feet a 
piece of limestone was brought up. From 400 to 481 feet fine sand, like 
that of the seashore, intermixed largely with shingle composed of fragments 
of primary rocks, quaitz, felspar, mica, slate, and limestone prevailed, 
and in this stratum the bore has been terminated.'^ 

The first and most important observation to be made on the foregoing 
facts is that no trace of marine deposits was detected, but on the contrary 
there appears every reason for believing that the beds traversed, from top 
to bottom of the borehole, had been deposited either by fresh water, or 
in the neighbourhood of an estuary. At a depth of 30 feet below the 
surface, or about lo feet below mean tide level, and again at 382 teet, 
beds of peat with wood were found, and in both cases there can be but 
little doubt that the deposits prove the existence of ancient land surfaces. 
The wood in the upper peat beds was examined by Dr. Wallich and found 
to be of two kinds, one of which was recognised as belonging to the sundri 
tree {Heritiera littoralis)^ which grows in abundance on the muddy flats 
of the Ganges delta, the other probably as the root of a climbing plant 
resembling Briedelia, Moreover, at considerable depths, bones of terres- 
trial mammals and fluviatile reptiles were found, but the only fragments of 
shells noticed, at 380 feet, are said to have been of fresh water species- 
The next noteworthy circumstance is the occurrence at a depth of 175 
to 185 feet, again at 300 to 325, and again throughout the lower 85 feet 
of the borehole, of pebbles in considerable quantities. The pebbles in 
the lower portion are especially mentioned as large, and their size is 
shown by the circumstance that they impeded the progress of the bore, 
and that it was necessary in several cases to break them up before they 


^ A ruminant bone, according to Dr. Falc- 
oner; Lyell, Principles ot Geology, London, ed, 
1867, 1 , p. 479. The specimen cannot now be 
found. Figures of this bone are given, Jour, 


As, Sac, 234$ pi* xviHi (1S37) ; and 

Calcutta Jour, Nat, Hist., 1 ., pi. iz, 

* Figured Jour, As. Soc, Bong,, VI, 321, pi. 
xzi ; and Calc, Jour. Nat, Hist., 1 , pi. ix. 
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could be extracted, so that it may be fairly inferred that they were at least 
two or three inches across (the borehole was six inches in diameter). The 
greater part of the pebbles were clearly derived from gneissic rocks, but 
some fragments of coal and lignite which were obtained were perhaps 
from the Damuda series, though their composition indicates the probability 
that they were derived from the tertiary or cretaceous coal seams of the 
Assam hills.^ 

The peat bed, it may here be mentioned, is found in all excavations 
around Calcutta, at a depth varying from about 2o to about 30 feet, and 
the same stratum appears to extend over a large area in the neighbouring 
country.® A peaty layer ha& been noticed at Port Canning on the Mutia 
(Mutlah), 35 miles to the south-east, and at Khulni, in Jessor, 80 miles 
east by north, always at such a depth below the present surface, as to be 
some feet beneath the present mean tide level. In many of the cases 
noticed, roots of the sundri tree were found in the peaty stratum. This 
tree grows a little above ordinary high w-ater mark in ground liable to 
flooding, so that in every instance of the roots occurring below the mean 
tide level, there is conclusive evidence of depression. This evidence is 
confirmed by the occurrence of pebbles, for it is extremely improbable 
that coarse gravel should have been deposited in water 80 fathoms deep, 
and large fragments could not have been brought to their present posi- 
tion unless the streams, which now traverse the country, had a greater 
fall formerly, or unless, which is perhaps more probable, rocky hills existed 
which have now been covered up by alluvial deposits. The coarse 
gravels and sands which form so considerable a proportion of the beds 
traversed can scarcely be deltaic accumulations, and it is therefore 
probable that when they were formed, the present site of Calcutta was 
near the margin of the alluvial plain, and it is quite possible that a portion 
of the Bay of Bengal was dry land.® 

At Lucknow the deepest of all the boreholes in the Gangetic alluvium 
was driven to a depth of 1,336 feet from the surface, or nearly 1,000 feet 
below sea level. The beds passed through from top to bottom were of the 
same character, alternations of sand and sandy silt, with occasional bands 
of kankar, and beyond the mention of coarse sand near the bottom of the 
borehole, there are no indications of an approach to the base of the alluvial 

1 In a boring recently sunk at Chanderna- ® Baird Smith, Jour, As.Soc, Beng,j IX, 686, 
gore subangular gravel of quart* and felspar {1840)5 H. F. Blanford, Jour, As, Soc,Beng,^ 
uas met vrith at about 150 feet. The felspar XXXIII, 154, (1864). See also notices of earlier 
fragments were extremely abundant and cannot borings, yo«r. As, Soc, Beng,yllj 369, 649, (i 833) . 
have travelled any great distance. This in- * But whilst the depression ot nearly j) 00 feet, 
dication of the vicinity of rocks exposed at the probably since tertiary times, is unmistakable 
surface is interesting in connection with the in the neighbourhood of Calcutta, the signs 
hjrpothesis of the recent origin of the outlet of of elevation within the same epoch in Oribsa, 
the Ganges into the Bay of Bengal,— only 100 to 200 miles distant to the south- webti 
p. 443, are equally di&tinct. 
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deposits. Like all the other boreholes, it was sunk in searcn of a supply of 
artesian water, and apart from its interest in showing the great thickness of 
the alluvial deposits, it is important as proving that artesian conditions do 
prevail under the Indo-Gangetic plain. After the surface water was shut 
out, a water-bearing stratum was struck at i58feet> whose water stood 
at 6 1 feet from the top of the borehole; at 190 feet another was met with, 
and the water stood at 42 feet, at 341 feet the water rose to 24 feet from 
the surface, at 750 feet to 13 feet, at 783 feet to 9 feet, at 975 feet to 2 feet 
from the top of the borehole. At 990 feet and 1,040 feet two water bear- 
ing strata w^ere sti’uck in which the pressure was less and the water sunk 
to 5 feet from the top of the boring, but at 1,141 feet it again rose to within 
18 inches of the top and at 1,189 feet a bed of quicksand was struck from 
which water flowed at the rate of 10 gallons per minute over the top of 
the casing, itself 24 feet above the mean level of the surrounding plain ^ 

There is very little of interest in the other three boreholes that have 
been sunk in the Gangetic alluvium, except in so far as they bear on the 
theory of the origin of the Himalayas, as will be mentioned in the sub- 
sequent chapter. 

The Agra borehole, sunk near the southern margin of the alluvium, is the 
only one which traversed its whole thickness to the supporting floor of rock. 
The total thickness of alluvial deposits passed through was only 481 feet, 
composed of sand and sandy clays with some kankar, the uppermost 150 
feet being apparently composed to a considerable extent of blown sand, as 
opposed to true alluvial deposits.* 

Umballa is on the w^atershed of the Indo-Gangetic plain, between the 
Jumna, which flows into the Ganges, and the Sutlej, a tributary of the 
Indus. The locality is about 905 feet above the sea, and 20 miles from the 
base of the Himalayas. There is very little of interest in this borehole. 
The depth to which it was carried was insufficient to test the thickness 
of the alluvial deposits, and it ceased 200 feet above the level of the sea. 
No mention is made of any organic remains being found, but their 
occurrence could not be anticipated, as they occur but rarely in the alluvial 
formations of the Gangetic plain/ 

The borehole at Sabzal-ka-kot is only four miles from the base of the 
hills, and by far the greater portion of the beds traversed consist of sand 
and pebbles, clays being subordinate, although several beds were met wuth. 


The rarity of organic remains, especially in the older alluvial deposits, 
has already been referred to, but shells are occasionally found, belonging 
to species novir inhabiting the rivers and marshes of the country. An 
important discovery of mammalian remains was made about 1830 in some 


^ For a detailed account and section of this 
borehole, see Re^oidsy XXIII, c6i, (1890). 

* For detailed section see Records^ XVIII 


1 21, C1885). 

® For detailed accounts, see T. Login, Quart 
Jour, Geol. Soc., XXVIII, 198, (1872). 
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calcareous shoals of the Jumna.^ The bones were chiefly found cemented 
together with substances of recent origin, such as fragments of weapons 
and boats, into a mass of concrete, chiefly formed of the kankar washed 
from the river’s bank, but in two cases the skeleton of an elephant v\as 
found preserved in the clay. In one instance, in which the bones were 
clearly tn situ^ they were found 4i feet above the highest flood mark, 
and 8o feet below the summit of the clay cliff formed by the river, and 
there appears no reason to doubt that all the specimens found were 
originally derived from the clay. The following species have been re- 
cognised * 


SemnopithBcus^ sp. 

Ehphas namadicus* 

Mtis, sp. 

Hippopotamus {Jetraproiodon) 
palceindicus, 

Bqmts, sp. 


SuSi sp. 

Bos (Buhalus^ palceindicus. 
Bcst sp. 

Antilope, sp, 

Cervus, sp 

Fish and crocodile bones. 


Tliree of the species, all that have hitherto been specifically identified, 
are found in the Narbadd alluvium also, whilst the only genus not now 
found wild in Mdia is Hippopotamus ; the species belong, however, to the 
same subgenus as the living African animal. The evidence is not 
sufiicient to justify any decided conclusions, except that the Jumna clays 
must have been deposited in the same posttertiary epoch as the Narbadi 
alluvium, but so far as the specific identifications go, they tend to indicate 
that the Jumna fossils are newer than the Narbadd remains, as the extinct 
type Hexaprolodon and the foreign form Bos namadicus have not been 
recognised amongst the former. 

Some bones were also found in the Betwi river in Bundelhkand and 


the Bugloti between Mfrz^pur and Chandr,^ but they have not been 
identified. 


Before proceeding further a few words are requisite in explanation 
of a word which it will be found necessary to use occasionally in the 
following pages and of four Hindi terms applied in the Ganges valley to 
parlictilar kinds of alluvial surface which require notice, because they will 
be found freely used, and because, with perhaps one exception/ they have 
no precise equivalents in English. 

To Anglo-Indians it is quite unnecessary to explain the meaning of 
the term kankar^ but the explanation may be of sorre use to European 


^ Sergeant E. Dean, Jour. As. Soc Beng., IV, 
(1835)' See also Falconer, Quart. Jour. 
QsiA.Soc.^ XXI, 377 ) (18^0); Palaeontological 
Memoirs, 11, p. $40. 

* are^nred, your, As.Soc. Beng.^ 11 

pi. XXV, (1^33) ; akiA IV, pi. xxxjii, {1835). 


» your. As, Sac. Beng., IV, 571, (1835). 

* The excepLion is khddar^ which corre- 
sponds to the English word strath. The Eng- 
lish term is, however, local ; its exact meaning 
IS far from commonly known, and it is only 
used in hilly country. 
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students. The original signification of the word is gravel, the term being 
applied to any small fragments of rock, whether rounded or not. By- 
Anglo-Indians, however, the name has been especially used for concre- 
tionary carbonate of lime, occurring, usually as nodules, in the alluvial 
deposits of the country, and especially in the older of these formations. 
The commonest form consists of small nodules of irregular shape, from 
half an inch to three or four inches in diameter, composed of tolerably 
compact carbonate of lime within and of a mixture of carbonate of lime 
and clay without.^ The more massive forms are a variety of calcareous 
tufa, which sometimes forms thick beds in the alluvium, and frequently 
fills cracks in the alluvial deposits, or in older rocks.* In the beds 
of streams immense masses of calcareous tufa are often found forming 
the matrix of a conglomerate, of which the pebbles are derived from 
the rocks brought down by the stream. There can be no doubt that 
the kankar nodules, calcareous beds, and veins are all deposited from water 
containing in solution carbonate of lime, derived either from the decomposi- 
tion of the debris of older rocks of various kinds, or else from fragments of 
1 imestone and other calcareous formations contained in the alluvium. 

Bk&bar is the slope of gravel along the foot of the Hiindlayas. Com- 
pared with the slopes in the dry regions of Central Asia, Tibet, Tutkist^n, 
Persia, etc., the gravel deposits at the foot of the great Indian ranges 
are insignificant, the difference in height between the top and bottom of 
the slope nowhere exceeding i,ooo feet. This difference is probably partly 
due to the much greater rainfall in India, and to streams being consequently 
able to carry away a much larger proportion of the detritus washed from the 
surface of the hills, partly also to the circumstance that the rocks in the 
lower regions of the hills are not subjected to the loosening effects of frost. 

Streams issuing from the Himalayan ranges lose a part, or the whole, 
of their water by percolation through the gravel in the bMbar region. 

t The following ana^>ses will give a fair idea of the usual composition of nodular kankar 
[ I, Ghdzipur, Prinsep, 111,278, (1831); 2,3, 4, Rdnfgdnj, Dejoux, Re^ 

cords^ VII, 123, (1874) Barmuri; — 6, R^mnagar; — 7, Sanktoria, all near 

Rdnfganj, Tween, tbtd 8 , 9, Sahiranpur, Thomson, Rurki Treatise on Civil 
Engineering, I, p. 115.] 
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* See the account by Captain E. Smith of Soe, Beng., IT, 622, <1833) ; also Newbold, Jouu 
the kankar in the Jumna alluvium, As, Roy, As. Soe., VIII, 258, (1846}. 
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The whole tract in its original condition is covered with high forest, in 
which the s£l {Shorea robusta) prevails. At the base of the slope, much 
of the water which has percolated the gravel re-issues in the form of 
springs ; the ground is marshy, and high grass replaces the forest. This 
tract is the tar&i, a term not unfrequently applied to the whole forest-clad 
slope at the base of the Himalayas, known also as rnorung in Nepdl. 



Fig. 22. — Diagram illustrating the relations of Bh&bar and Tar&i, 

The alluvial plaiti itself, in the North-West Provinces especially, is com- 
posed of bhdngar or high land, the flat of older alluvium, now at a consid- 
erable elevation above the rivers which traverse it, and khddar or low 
land, the low plain through W'hich each river flows. The latter has 
evidently been cut out from the former by the streams. It is of variable 
width, and is annually flooded. 

In the upper provinces the high banks of the rivers are frequently 
capped by the hills of blown sand, known in the North-West Provinces 
as bhdr. This is the extreme form of a rather important element 
in the formation of Indian river channels, and the same result in a less 
marked form may be traced in a rather sandy, raised bank, along the 
course of many large rivers down to the limits of tidal action in the 
deltas. In the lower parts of the river plains this bank, which is above the 
flood level and is usually selected for village sites, intervenes between 
the river channel proper and the marshy ground liable to annual floods 
on each side, the communication between the two latter being kept up by 
numerous creeks. The origin of the bh&r land, or raised bank, is the 
following. During many months of the year, and especially in the hot 
season, strong winds arise, frequently of a very local character, and some- 
times apparently almost confined to the river channels. 'Ihese, in the dry 
season, are plains of loose sand, often two or three miles across and some- 
times wider, of which the river usually occupies not more than a fourth. 
The wind on the Indus and Ganges frequently blows in nearly the same 
direction as the river channel. Such winds are especially prevalent about 
midday and in the afternoon, and their effect in transporting the sands of 
the river bed is so great that the atmosphere becomes too thick for 
objects a few yards distant to be seen. All who have been in the habit of 
navigating Indian rivers must have noticed the prevalence of these sand 
storms. They are so marked that, where large sand banks exist to windward 
of the river, it is often impracticable for vessels to continue their 
course, except in the morning before the wind arises, or in the 
evening, when the motion of the air has diminished. Much of the sand 
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raised by the wind falls again in the bed of the river, but quantities must 
fall upon the banks in the immediate neighbourhood, where the deposit is 
retained by vegetation and gradually consolidated into a firm bank. It 
is only w here the quantity of sand is greater that blown sand hills are 
formed. The original raising of the river bank to the flood level is due to 
the deposition of silt in a manner which will be explained presently when 
treating of deltaic accumulations, but the elevation of the immediate 
neighbourhood of the river bed above the reach of the highest floods is 
due to the deposit of sand by the wind. 


To enter at length into the various peculiarities of land surface^ which 
are found in different parts of the great plain of northern India would be 
far beyond the scope of the present work. A brief account of the principal 
characters must suffice. The whole region may be roughly divided into 
five great tracts, each possessing marked peculiarities. These are, com- 
mencing to the eastward 

1. The Brahmaputra valley in Assam. 

2. The delta of the Ganges and Brahmaputra. 

3. The plains of upper Bengal and the North-West Provinces, 

4. The Punjab. 

5* The lower Indus valley and delta. 


The Assam valley is a gigantic kkddar^ or strath, the greater portion 
being liable to flooding and consequently not in a habitable state. There, 
are, however, higher tracts here and there, sometimes mere mounds, 
rising a little above the general level, and sometimes small plains,* which 
may be considered as representing the extensive bhdngar of the Gangetic 
plain. Along the foot of the hills are gravel deposits, but they do not 
appear to be very extensive. 

The quantity of silt carried down by the Brahmaputra is very great, 
far greater than in the Ganges. The comparative backwardness of the 
river valley, as shown by the small amount of habitable land, is sur- 
prising, since it is evident that the river is occupied in rapidly raising its 
plain by deposits of silt, and the necessary inference is that the alluvial 


^ The following papers may be consulted for 
fuller accounts : 

For Assam— Memoirs^ IV, 437, (i 855 ) ; VII, 
15s, (1869). 

For Lower Bengal and tl>e delta — Mr. Fer- 
gusson^s paper. Quart, your. Geol. Soc.^ XIX, 
321, (1863) j also Colebrooke, As. Res.y VII, 
1, (1801) ; and Rennell, Trans.^ LXXI187, 
(1781). 

For the plains of Upper India — Records^ VI, 
9> (*873) r Sir P. Cautley, Ganges Canal, Lon- 


don, i860, I, pt. ii ; Falconer, Quart, Jour. 
Geol. Soc.y XXI, 372, (1865) ; Login, Quarts 
Jour, Geol. Soe,i XXVIII, 186, (1872) ; H, B. 
Medlicott, RecordSy XIV, 205, (»88i); XVI, 
205, (1883); XVIII, 112, (1885). 

For the Punjab —Sketch of the Geology, 
Punjab Gaeeiisety Provincial volume, 18897 
p. 22. 

^ Memoirs^ IV, 438, (1865). One of these 
plains is described by Major Godwin-Austen, 
I jour. A%. Soc, Bens 1 XLIV, pt. ii, 40, (1875). 
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plain of Assam, in its present form, is not only of later date than the 
Gangetic plain, but absolutely newer than many portions of the Ganges 
deita.^ The difference may be due to a depression of the lower part of 
the Brahmaputra valley in Assam, to an elevation of the delta, or to a 
great increase in the supply of water. The second theory is distinctly 
disproved by the general evidence of subsidence in the delta, and the 
third is improbable ; the evidence is therefore rather in favour of the 
Brahmaputra valley in Assam having been an area of subsidence in a 
relatively late geological period. As will be shown presently, there is 
some additional evidence in favour of this view within the delta itself. 


The limits of the delta, or the places where the rivers first bifurcate and 
commence to give off disturbances, are between Rdjmahil and Murshidibid 
oil the Ganges, and on the Brahmaputra opposite the south-west corner of 
the G^ro hills. But for a considerable distance above the actual delta the 
rivers flow through a broad plain of low ground, a large area of which is 
liable to flooding, and consequently to the deposition of silt. The delta is, 
in fact, the natural continuation of the khadar^ or alluvial flat in the upper 
portion of the river‘'s course, and this kh&dar becomes broader before it 
expands into the delta. 

By far the best description of the Ganges delta, of the changes it is 
undergoing, and of the action of the rivers in raising the land by the 
deposition of silt, is that of Mr. Fergusson.^ He has shown that rivers 
oscillate in curves, the extent of which is directly proportional to the 
quantity of water flowing down the channel. Thus, the oscillations of the 
Ganges where broadest (7,000 feet in the low season) between Monghyr and 
Rdjmahdl average gi miles in length ; where it contains less water, and is 
only half the breadth (3,500 feet), between Allahdbdd and Chandr, the 
oscillations are 37 miles long ; in the Bhdgirathf, where it averages t ,200 feet 
in breadth, the length of the oscillations is 1-5 miles ; and in the MiWbhdngi, 
where only 500 feet broad, the length of each oscillation becomes only half a 
mile * The next point which he notices is well known, the tendency of 
rivers to raise their banks, but the explanation is partly novel. When the 
whole country is covered with water, moving rapidly towards the sea in 
the river channels, and stationary throughout the intervening marshes, the 
dead water of the marshes prevents the floods of the rivers from break- 
ing out of the channels-, and, by stopping the course of the silt charged 
water along the edges of the creeks and streams, forces it to deposit the 


* For a full discussion see Fergusson, Quart, 
yonr, Ged* Soc,, XIX, 330, (1863). It should, 
ho-nrever, be noticed that Mr. Fergusson was led 
hy some published barometrical observations, 
wow-sfilbim to have been insufficient, to suppose 
the level ol the Brahmaputra vallej at Gau- 


hiti to be only about 100 feet above the 
sea, instead of 163, the maximum flood-level 
since determined by the Great Trigonome- 
trical Survey. 

* Quart, your. Geol. Soe., XIX, 321-54, (1863). 

* Quart, your. Geol. Soc., XIX, 324 (1863). 
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sediment it has in suspension. Hence gradually arises a system of river 
channels, traversing the country in many directions, between banks which 
are higher than the intervening flats, and these flats form persistent 
marshes, known in the Ganges delta as jAils or bhils?- 

Each river frequently changes its precise course, the smallest alteration 
in its .channel having an effect which is felt for many miles above and 
below. So that, just as the oscillations of a denuding stream produce 
a low alluvial flat between high banks, the curves of a tlepositing river 
gradually form a high alluvial flat, raised above the surrounding country. 
In course of time this raised tract is abandoned by the main river for the 
lower ground at the side, and the river bed is either filled up by silt, or, 
if near the sea, converted into a tidal creek. 

The present Bengal delta» therefore, comprises a large area in which 
the ground has been raised above the general flood level, through having 
been traversed by the main branches of the Ganges in past times. Such 
is the case in the country north of Calcutta. The eastern part of the 
delta is more backward, the marshes^ or jhils^ are more extensive, and the 
banks of the streams less consolidated, and this is now the great deposit- 
ing area. But large tracts of low country, such as the salt lake near 
Calcutta, are found in the western area also. The remarkable struggle 
which takes placebetween the Ganges and Brahmaputra, each tending, 
by raising the neighbourhood of its channel, to drive back the other, and 
to gain possession of a larger tract of delta, is most vividly told by 
Mr. Fergusson, but is too long for extract here. Mr. Fergusson refers 
many of the more modern changes in the delta to the upheaval of the ele- 
vated tract known as the Mddhupur jungle, which had the effect of divert- 
ing the Brahmaputra to the eastward into the Sylhet/A/Zj, where the silt of 
the river was deposited. The result was that scarcely any sediment found 
its way to the sea by the Meghnd, the great estuary of all the Sylhet rivers, 
and hence the sea face of the delta to the eastward curves back in the form 
of a gulf. The gap was much greater at the commencement of the present 
century, but about that time the Brahmaputra having, by the deposit of silt, 
greatly raised the portion of the Sylhet jhils into which it flowed 
changed its course completely in the course of a few years, and instead 
of flowing to the east of the Mddhupur jungle, cut out a new channel to 
the west of the raised tract. Since its change, of course, the Brahmaputra 
has been brought much nearer to the main stream of the Ganges, and 
the two rivers are now depositing silt so rapidly on the eastern sea fact= 
of the delta, that great changes are taking place, and new islands are 
rapidly forming, whilst the “western portion of the deltaic coast line, 
through which but a small portion of the flood water of the great rivers 
finds its way to the sea, has undergone but little change since it was 
first surveyed in tte last century. 

1 The former term is Hindi, the latter Bengali. 
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In the sea outside the middle of the delta there is a singularly deep 
area, known and marked on charts as the Swatch of no ground/' in 
which the soundings^ which are fiom 5 to lo fathoms all around, change 
almost suddenly to 200 and even 300 fathoms. This remarkable depres- 
sion runs north and south, and has been referred to a local sinking, but 
Jt appears more probable, as has been shown by Mr. Fergusson, that the 
sediment is carried away from the spot, and deposition prevented, by the 
strong currents engendered by a meeting of the tides from the east and 
west coasts of the Bay of Bengal, Mr. Fergusson also show^s that, so 
long as the Bay of Bengal has preserved its present form,^ the meeting of 
the tides must have favoured the formation of a spit of sand along the 
present position of the Sundarbans, as the lower portion of the Ganges 
delta is called, and that any great deposit of silt to seaward of the 
present line is impeded by the fine sediment being washed away by the 
tidal currents, and deposited in the deeper parts of the Bay, 

In spite of all that has been written on this subject the origin of the 
swatch of no ground has by no means been cleared up. A very similar 
depression has been shown to exist in the bed of the shallow sea off the 
Indus delta and the cause in both cases has probably been the same, a 
combination of an excess of subsidence with a deficiency of sedimentation, 
the latter due to the action of surface currents in sweeping away the silt- 
laden waters. It is not in accordance with what we know to suppose that 
at such depths as we are there dealing with, there can be any currents of 
suificient velocity to account for the depression by actual erosion. 

The chief point in the above theory to which exception might be taken 
is the question of whether the elevation of the Mddhhupur jungle is suffi- 
ciently recent to account for the changes in the course of the Brahmaputra 
river. This tract of country is composed of a red, iron stained, clayey soil, 
in which accummulations of pisolitic concretions of oxide of iron are found 
and worked in places as an iron ore. The clay is of the same type pre- 
cisely as the older alluvium of the Brahmaputra and lower Ganges valleys. 
There seems little room for doubt that this is really a region of special ele- 
vation, for were we to suppose that it is part of the old surface of the delta, 
left standing at its former level while the surrounding area was depressed, 
the height of its ground level, which rises to 100 feet above the general 
level of the delta outside the M^dhupur jungle, 'would necessitate a much 
greater extension of the delta into the Bay of Bengal than there seems 
any ground for supposing to have ever been the dase. The steeply scarped 
western face and the gentle fall to the level of the delta on the east show 

* This is probably not so old as pliocene, since the close of the Siwdlik epoch, that 
bccanse such gigantic disturbance has taken the shape of the northern part of the Bay of 
plaoe tlirovghotti the Assam hills aLd Atakan, Bengal must have changed greatly. 
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that the elevated area must once have been more extensive than it now is 
and that the western half has been washed away by the rivers that im- 
pinged upon it, while the deeply eroded undulating nature of its surface 
shows that it has been raised above the flood level of the rivers and so 
subject to denudation for too long a period to make it probable that 
the diversion of the Brahmaputra river to the east was entirely due its 
elevation. 

Whether the elevation of the Mddhupur jungle was anterior to, or con- 
temporaneous with, the depression, which it is difficult to suppose has not 
taken place in the area occupied by the Sylhet jhils, it is impossible to 
say, but the latter would in itself have been sufficient to account for the 
diversion of the Brahmaputra to the east of the Midhupur jungle, and was 
probably its principal determining cause. 

An interesting point to determine in this connection is the date of 
origin of the delta of the Ganges. Reference has already been made to 
the fact that the plateau of the Assam range forms structurally part of 
the Peninsula of India, and to the presence of recks of peninsular type 
north of the Brahmaputra valley. Moreover, the upper tertiary deposits 
south of the Assam range differ from those at the foot of the Himalayas, 
so far as the latter are known, in being partly of marine origin, and as 
will be shown further on, the formation of the depression occupied by 
the Gangetic alluvium was most probably an integral part of the oper- 
ations which resulted in the elevation of the Himalayas. In the same 
way it is probable that the transverse depression, through which the Gan- 
getic drainage now finds its way to the sea, may have been formed at the 
close of the tertiary period pari passu wdth the elevation of the Tipperah 
hills. 

There is some direct evidence in favour of the more recent origin of 
the Gangetic outlet in the presence of closely allied species of dolphins 
in the Ganges and Indus rivers, of a very different generic type from the 
cetacean inhabiting the Irawadi. These two species must be descended 
from a common ancestor which acquired a fresh water habitat, and the 
differentiation of the Indus and Gangetic species have arisen from a sub- 
sequent separation of the drainage areas.^ The changes in the course of 
the drainage over what is now the watershed region, which will be referred 

^ The occurrence of allied forms of porpoise gained access in communication with the 
or dolphin in the Ganges and Indus, and the other stream. Crocodiles and river tortoises 
circumstance that the peculiar genus living in can iive for a long time out of water, and have 
these rivers is unknown elsewhere (the ceta- considerable powers of migration on land, 
cean inhabiting the Irawadi being of a very but dolphins are confined to the rivers, and 
different generic type) have attracted the could neither live in a shallow pool, nor 
attention of naturalists already. The ova and traverse dry land. The existence, therefore, 
young of fish are not difficult of transport, and of closely allied species, doubtless derived 
a very trifling accident might place a pool of from a common ancestor, in two distinct 
water to which the fish of one river have rivers, is a very striking fact. Mr, Murray 
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to further on, though they opened water communication between the Indus 
and Ganges rivers, probably did so only in the torrential region, which is 
not frequented by the dolphins, and the difference existing between the 
two species indicates a more prolonged separation than could have been 
the case had there been migration from one drainage area to the other, 
when they were put into communication with each other by the wanderings of 
the rivers near the* present limits of the two drainage areas. We are conse- 
quently driven to suppose, either that the two closely allied species originated 
independently of each other, which is extremely improbable to say the least, 
or that the great bulk of the Himalayan drainage once found its way to the 
sea by a single delta, instead of two, and this must have been either at the 
head of the Arabian sea, or of the Bay of Bengal. The indications of the 
sea having extended up the Indus valley within the recent period, and the 
absence of any similar indications in the delta of the Ganges, make it 
probable that the former was the original outlet of the drainage, and that 
the formation of the gap between the RAjmahal and Garo hills, and of 
the Gangetic delta, is geologically of recent date. 

On the western edge of the delta in Bengal there is a large area of 
older alluvium, whose surface is slightly undulating, evidently in conse- 
quence of denudation. This tract, which is continuous with the alluvial 
area of the east coast, comprises the greater portion of the country to the 
westward of the Bhigirdthi and Hughlf,and probably owes its comparative 
elevation to the deposits from the Mor, Adjai, and D^modar rivers. 

The great plain of Northern India is the area of an alluvial deposit older 
than that of the delta, and the greater portion of the area is composed of 
land, through which the rivers cut their khddar valleys at depths 
of from 50 to 200 feet below the general level. The bhdngar surface, as 
a rule, is nearly flat, but is much cut up by ravines in the neighbourhood 
of the rivers. 

The question as to whether the great rivers are on the whole, raising their 

(Geographical Distribution of Mammals, Sea, the dolphins of the Ganges and Indus 
p. 2I3> proposed an ingenious hypothesis to being specialised during the change It would 
account for the phenomenon. He considered be unnecessary to refer to this hypothesis, which 
that the plain of upper India was once an of course is little more than a suggestion, hut 
arm of the sea, that it was cut oif by the rise for the larg^amouut of support the idea has 
of the coast in Sind and Cutcb, and gradually received from naturalists. It is of course 
converted into a brackish, and then a fresh foreign to the purpose of the present work to 
water lake, discharging itself by the Ganges, discuss the genesis of Plaianista^ but, as will 
that meantime the marine dolphins inhabiting he shown, the geological phenomena of the 
the sea had gradually become adapted to the Indo-Gangetic plain do not bear out Mr. 
changed, conditions, and had in feet become Murray’shypothesis, which, it should be stated* 
Plaianisia^ He then suppo'^es that the was never proposed as a geological theory, but 
Ganges was cut off from flae lake, which over- merely as illustrative of the possible mode of 
flowed again, and this time into the Arabian origin of allied species. 
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beds by a deposit of silt, or cutting their channels deeper, has been much 
discussed without leading to any definite conclusions. The abrupt scarps 
by which the bhdngar is not unfrequently terminated, and the defined 
limits of the khddafy clearly prove that the latter has been at some time or 
other an area of denudation, but it is not easy to tell whether, at the pre- 
sent time in any given stream, the tendency is to raise or lower the 
general khddar level. It is also by no means so evident, as might at 
first sight be supposed, whether the bhdngar land generally is an area of 
denudation or of deposition, although this can, as a rule, be easily seen 
in each particular area. Thus the minor hill streams from the lower ranges 
of the Himalayas between the Sutlej and Jumna must deposit sediment, for 
they cease within the area, whilst between the Jumna and the Ganges nu- 
merous streams rise in the bhdngar^ and they must be denuding agents. 
In the neighbourhood of the khddar^ bhdngar land is frequently cut into 
by ravines, which prove conclusively that the surface of the country is being 
washed away, but all such marks of rain action cease at no great distance 
from the low ground, and the principal secondary streams, instead of run- 
ning from the upland bhdngar by the nearest route, at right angles, or 
nearly at right angles to the main river, usually pursue a nearly parallel 
course down the middle of each dodb} or triangular area between two 
principal streams. 

As the velocity of the rivers where they leave the hills is much gpreater 
than in the alluvial plains, there must, so long as diminution takes place in 
velocity of the water when the river is carrying as much earthy matter as 
it can transport, be a continuous deposition of detritus, and a gradual 
raising of the area flooded by the stream. This is the case even in the larger 
rivers which carry a considerable body of water at all times, while the 
effect of the small streams, which dry up more or less for a great’portion 
of the year, but are converted into muddy torrents charged with coarse 
sediment during the heavy rains of the summer monsoon, is necessarily to 
raise the surface of each dodb^ especially in the neighbourhood of the 
hills, and to produce floods from which finer sediment is deposited on the 
surface of the bhdngar land. Whether the addition thus produced is, on 
the whole, greater than the wasting of the surface from rain is a question 
which it is impossible to decide throughout a great part of the country. 

One question, which presents itself, is the necessity of accounting 
for the rivers now cutting their channels at a level considerably below 
that of the alluvial bhdngar flat, because this flat must, at all events 
in the neighbourhood of the khddar^ have been deposited by streams 
from the same drainage area, at a period when the main river ran 
at a comparatively higher level. The change may be due to a general 


^ A Persian word, meaning * two waters/ and 
applied to the confluence of two rivers, as 


well as to the land intervening between them. 
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elevation of the upper Gangetic plain, or to a depression in the deltaic 
region- Of the former there is no evidence, of the latter, as shown by 
the result of the Calcutta borehole, there is ample proof, and it is there- 
fore quite possible that in early posttertiary times, when the animals 
lived, whose remains are found in the Jumna alluvium, the area of the 
Ganges delta had been raised to a considerably higher level than it occu- 
pies at the present time. Colonel Greenwood has shown^ that the deposit 
of silt in river valleys must take place backw^ard, that the lowest portion 
of the slope must be first raised, and that the check thus given to the flow of 
water will cause silt to be deposited, so as to raise the alluvial plain further 
up the course of the river, and if no change of level takes place, the gra- 
dual elevation of the Ganges delta by silt deposit will ultimately react on 
the higher portions of the valley until the rivers once more deposit allu- 
vium on the high bhdngar land, provided always that this has not been 
raised so much as to render the slope to o great for the rivers to be 
depositing agents. 

One point of interest has been explained by Mr. Fergusson in the 
paper so often mentioned. A glance at the map will show that the 
Ganges from Allahdbid to RAjmahil, and the Jumna from Delhi to Alla- 
hibdd, flow close to the southern margin of the great alluvial plain. This 
is due to the enormous quantity of silt brought down by the Himalayan 
rivers, and the comparatively small supply furnished by those streams 
which debouch into the Ganges valley from the southward. The northern 
portion of the plain has consequently been raised, and the main drainage 
of the whole forced to find its way as close to the bills of the southern 
margin as it can. During this process the courses of the tributary rivers 
running from the northward have been driven westward, and the con- 
fluence of these tributaries with the main stream of the Ganges has been 
shifted upwards along the course of the main river, owing to the tendency 
of the streams to deposit silt in the neighbourhood of the delta. 

The bhabar slope of gravel along the foot of the Himalayas, although 
evidently of comparatively recent formation, has frequently, to the east- 
ward, been cut into terraces by the streams from the hills,* This is a 
necessary consequence of the streams cutting deeper channels in the rocks 
of the hilly grounds It is curious to note, however, that to the westward 
the bhdbar is being raised instead of being cut through by streams. It is 

* Rain and Rivers, 2nd ed., London, 1866, buted the gravel to a beach deposit, and the 

pp. 173, etc. ^ valleys to marine denudation. There has 

* Hooker^ Himalayan Journals, 1st ed., Lon- been since a great revelation in those por- 

don, 18541 P* 37 ® edition). Dr* Hooker tions of geological dynamics which treat of 

very naturally, writing forty years ago, when the action of rivers and the sea, and especially 
the study of river action was in its infancy, and in the views held, by English geologists at 
when nearly all great deposits and all elusive least, on the comparative amount of work 
denudations were supposed to be marine, attri- done by the two agents. 
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not known how far this difference is due to the greater rainfall to the 
eastward, and to the streams being consequently able to carry away the 
gravel as they cut down their bed in the rock, whereas weaker streams are 
prevented from cutting back their channels by their inability to wash 
away the gravel they have already deposited* There have doubtless 
been alterations of the gradients of the stream beds through recent 
upheaval or depression of the surface, and that these would have as much 
influence on the present action of the streams where they cross the bhdbar 
zone as the rainfall. 

In connection with the surface of the upper provinces another peculiar 
local feature requires explanation. Many tracts of land in the Indo- 
Gangetic alluvial plain are rendered worthless for cultivation by an 
efflorescence of salt, known in the North-West Provinces as reh^ 
and further w^est as kalar (kullar). The name i&sar^ meaning barren, is 
frequently applied to land thus affected. The salt varies in composition ; 
it consists chiefly of sulphate of soda mixed with more or less common 
salt and carbonate of soda ; it is only found in the drier parts of the 
country, being unknown in damper regions, such as Bengal. 

The Usar plains have existed for an unknown time. Where the reh 
or kalar is abundant, the water in the upper stratum is impregnated to 
an extent that is productive of serious injury to the health of the popula- 
tion. To a greater or less extent this pollution of the w^ater near the 
surface is general throughout Upper India, yet sweet water is obtainable, 
in the worst reh tracts, at depths below 6o to 8o feet. 

It is consequently clear that the impregnation of the soil is superficial, 
and as the upper deposits are demonstrably of fresh water formation, they 
must originally have been comparatively free from impurities. Still all soils 
contain some salt, and all the water draining from soils is impregnated to 
a certain extent. *1 he salts forming reh or kalar appear to be the refuse 
products, and to consist of such substances, resulting from the various pro- 
cesses involved in the decomposition of rock, or of detritus derived from 
rock, and the formation of soil, as are not assimilated by plants. Unless 
these salts are removed they must accumulate, and the natural process of 
removal is evidently by rain water, percolating through the soil and carry- 
ing off any injurious excess of the rejected salts. If the amount of water be 
sufficient, and through drainage exists, there will be a constant dilution and 
renewal of the subsoil water, but if the water reaching the subsoil can only 
be dissipated by evaporation during the dry season, salts will accumulate in 
such subsoil water, and as this w^ater is brought to the surface by capillary 
action, and evaporated, the salts held in solution will be left as an 
efflorescence on the surface of the ground* 

That the composition of reh does not differ greatly from that of the 
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salts produced by the decomposition of such rocks as have contributed by 
their disintegration to the formation of the alluvial plains of Indlia, is shown 
by the composition of the river water ^ running from the Himalayas, the 
mountains from which the detritus, now forming the plains of India, was 
originally derived. 

In the case of Upper India it is easy to understand how the destruc- 
tion of the conditions necessary for cultivation has been^ established, 
and it is by no means improbable that a similar process has, in other 
parts of the world, changed countries, once fertile and populous, into 
barren deserts. The whole country is treeless. For a great part of the 
year a scorching sun and a parching wind dry up the moisture in the 
ground, rendering it hard and impervious to water. When the rains of the 
monsoon season fall, a large proportion of the water runs off the surface, 
and the earth is unable to absorb more than a portion of what remains. 
Thus a great part is evaporated ithout penetrating the ground. The little 
that does percolate through cracks, and in a zig-zag way, through the 
more porous layers to the upper water stratum, is no more than sufficient 
to replace what has been dissipated by evaporation, fed by capillary 
action. 


This more or less complete want of water circulation in the subsoil 
must have been gradually producing its effects in Upper India throughout 
many generations. The natural process is so slow that it vsould escape 
notice were it not that from time to time larger tracts of land become 
barren. A disturbing cause has, however, been introduced in the form 
of great irrigation canals. Their immediate effect is to raise the level 
of the reR polluted, subsoil water, and thus to produce a great increase of 
evaporation, with the natural result of more reh being left on the sur- 
face, and more land being thrown out of cultivation. It is impossible 
to enter at length into the subject here, but it may be stated that, as all 
canal water contains salts in solution, whilst rain water contains none, the 
only change in conditions, so far as the concentration of salts in the soil is 
concerned, by the addition of canal irrigation, unless facilities for drainage 
of the subsoil water are also provided, must be the addition of all the 
refuse salts contained in the canal water to those which would be pro- 
duced on the surface by the simple action of lain and evaporation. 

South and west of Delhi and west of Agra, brine is obtained in places 
from wells in the allftvium. No particulars have been recorded which 


1 In several analyses of liver and canal water 
from Ganges and Jumna, the proportion 
of sulj^hate of soda varied from 0*09x4 to 
0^43^ part in xo,ooo; chloride of sodium 
froiU to 0*15 pert. The proportion of 

that found 


in reh. See Set, Rec. India, D. P. W., 
No. XLII, p. 47, (1864). An able and de- 
tailed account of the origin, composition and 
mode of concentration of the reh salts by Mr. 
W. Center, m.b , will be found in Records, 

xui, 253^-273, (rase). 
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explain the occurrence of salt in these localities. The case is similar 
to that already mentioned in the Puma valley in Berar. The distribu. 
tion of the salt producing ground appears irregular, and this is in favour 
of the salt being derived from springs in the rock beneath the alluvium. 

The plains intersected by the five great rivers which combine to form 
the lower Indus are not, as a rule, simply divided into bkdngar and khddar 
like the plains of the North-West Provinces. Owing probably to the 
greater fall in the Punjab rivers, their deposits are very sandy, and this 
character tends to diminish the pluvial denudation of the surface by allow- 
ing the water to sink into the soil. The action of winds upon the sand 
of the river, the formation of bhdr land, and tlie elevation of the ground in 
the neighbourhood of the river banks above the intervening tracts, through 
the deposition of blown sand, are exhibited in the Punjab to a greater 
extent than in the Gangetic plain. 

To the south-east the limits of the Punjab alluvium are difficult to 
trace, owing to the manner in which both alluvium and rock are concealed 
by blown sand. The same is the case throughout the eastern margin of 
the Indus alluvial plain in Sind* 

The ancient geography of the Punjab is far better known than that of 
most parts of India, partly because the civilisation of north-western India 
is older than that of other parts of the country, but still more because of 
the accurate descriptions given by Greek writers of the Indian campaigns 
of Alexander the Great It is consequently possible to form some idea of 
the principal alterations w^hich have taken place in the course of the last 
2,000 years, in the channels of the great Punjab rivers, but our best guide un- 
fortunately fails us at the most critical point. Alexander never penetrated 
to the eastward beyond the land of the five rivers, and there is but little 
except vague tradition to tell whether the present tributaries of the Indus 
have ever flowed into the Ganges, or those of the Ganges into the 
Indus. Yet it is certain that in no part of the great Indo-Gangetic plain 
have more important changes taken place since the dawn of history than 
in the neighbourhood of the watershed between the Indus and Ganges. 

An inspection of the map accompanying this chapter will show a 
dried up river channel, which can be traced from the neighbourhood of 
Sirsd into connection with the eastern Narra in Sind, and local tradition 
states that this was formerly occupied by a flowing river. At present this 
charnel is dry, except in its upper part, where it periodically carries, for 
a greater or less distance, the flood waters of the minor streams which 
drain the outer Himalayas between the Sutlej and the Jumna. The origin 
of the channel is situated at the junction of the alluvial fans of the Sutlej 
and Jumna, as is shown by the course of the minor drainage channels, and 
there are abandoned river courses leading from it in the direction of the 
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debouchures of these two rivers from the hills. There can be no room for 
doubt that, w’ithin the period known geologically as recent, this river 
channel carried a flowing stream to the sea, and there is some evidence, 
apart from oral tradition, to show that its drying up took place within the 
historical period. 

The Muhammadan historians of the eleventh and twelfth centuries 
uniformly speak of the combined Sutlej and Bids rivers, now known as 
the Garrah or Sutlej, as the Biyah, a nomenclature which is also employed 
in the Hindu annals of Jaisalmer, This retention of the name of the 
smaller of the two rivers for the combined waters, where there is no 
superior sanctity to recommend it, shows that the rivers must have received 
their actual names at a period when the Sutlej did not join the Bids, 
but pursued an independent course, and the subsequent abandonment of 
the illogical nomenclature may be held to show that the alteration of the 
course of the Sutlej which took it into the Bids did not take place much 
before the eleventh century. Previous to this change it doubtless flowed 
down what is now the dry river bed known as the Hdkra or Wandan, and 
there is some evidence, though far from conclusive, that it followed this 
course as late as the eleventh century of our era.^ 

The traditions of the Hindus point to a time when a large and sacred 
river, known as the Saraswati and described as ' chief and purest of rivers 
flowing from the mountains to the sea,^ pursued its course through the 
eastern Punjab. The modern Saraswati is an insignificant stream fed by the 
drainage of the outer hills alone, becoming nearly dry in the hot season and 
losing itself in the sands of the Rdjputina desert. It is absurd to suppose 
that the language of the Vedas could have been applied, or that any con- 
ceivable alteration of the rainfall could have made it applicable, to the 
Saraswati of the present day, and the most reasonable explanation is, 
as suggested by Mr. Fergusson, that the Saraswati was in fact the Jumna, 
which, in the Vedic period, pursued a westerly course to the sea, probably 
down the dry river channel just referred to.* It is certainly a suggestive 
fact in this connection, that when the Brahmaputra changed its course 
through Bengal about the commencement of the present century and flowed 
west of the Midhupur jungle to join the Ganges, the new channel was named 
Jamuna, a word etymologically identical with Jumna. On similar principles 
the old Saraswati, when it broke eastwards to join the Ganges, may have 
assumed the name Jamuna or Jumna for its new course, and if this ex- 
planation be correct, the Hindu legend that the Saraswati joins the 
Ganges at Prayig or Allahibld, is unwittingly a true statement of fact. 

This bringing of the change in the course of the Jumna river, which 

' See an interesting but anonymous article C. F. Oldham , also four As, Soc. Beng., LV, 
in the CaUuita Bevtev, Vo^ LiX, pp. i 29, pt 11, 322—43, (1887) 

(1874) undexstood to be by Surgeon-Major * Quart Jour, Geol, Soc , XIX, 348, (1863). 
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has indubitably taken place, down to so recent a date is interesting, for the 
change must have occurred previous to the present distinction of khadar and 
bhdftgar^ and if this distinction has been produced since the Aryan invasion 
the question naturally arises whether it may be due, not to movements of 
elevation or depression, but to the clearing of the land from forest, and the 
extension of cultivation in the plains, and more especially in the hills, 
which, by allowing the rain to flow more quickly off the surface, would in- 
crease the erosive power of the rivers when in flood, and cause them to cut 
down their channels into the plains over which they formerly flowed. 

The surface of the Indus alluvium in upper Sind differs but little from 
that of the Punjab, a considerable portion of the area is annually flooded, 
and the whole drainage of a great river being here, as in Assam, confined 
to a comparatively narrow tract, some permanent marshes of large size exist. 
The two most impoitant marshy tracts are along the western edge of the 
valley from near Jacobabid to the Manchhar lake near Sehwan, and along the 
eastern edge from Khairpur to below Umarkot. The latter is the channel 
considered by some the ancient course of the Sutlej. In the neighbour- 
hood of the Indus the ground is rather higher, having evidently been 
raised by the deposit of silt, aided doubtless by the action of the wind on 
the sands of the river bed. 

Along the edge of the Kirthar range, west of Sind, there is a well 
marked bhdbar slope of gravel, but the breadth seldom exceeds one to 
two miles except where riveis run out of the range. This gravel slope 
is absolutely barren, and, like other features in Sind geology, is more 
conspicuous on account of its bairenness. 

There is one singular featuie in the Indus valley to which nothing 
parallel is to be found in the Gangetic area. The river between Sukkur 
and Rohri has cut its way through a low range of limestone hills, surround- 
ed on all sides by alluvial deposits. The eastern Narra, fed by the flood 
waters of the Indus, traverses an alluvial tract eastward of the hills. In 
fact, the circumstance that the flood waters of the Indus, both to the east 
and west, traverse plains at a lower level than the river bed, is shown 
by the course of the canals, and great fears have been entertained that 
che Indus may desert its present channel and break out to the westward, 
through the plain in which Jacobibid is built, into the line of marshes 
already mentioned. The curious features of the tract are not even con- 
fined to the present river course, for at Aror, four miles south-east of Rohri, 
there is another gap in the limestone range, said, on what is believed to 
be good historical evidence, to have been the bed of the river rather more 
than nine centuries ago.^ At that time the main stream is supposed to have 

^Cunningham, Ancient Geography of India, London, 1871, I* pp. ^ 57 * 

2G 
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traversed Sind considerably to the east of its present course ; it passed by the 
old city of Brdhmandbdd, and then probably ran southward by the Pur&n, an 
old river bed still existing, to the Kori creek, which was the principal mouth 
of the river. The Indus is said to have deserted its old bed at Aror for 
its present channel between Sukkur and Rohri, in consequence of an 
earthquake about A D. 962, and as Brdhmandbid was also, in all probability 
destroyed by an earthquakel at some period prior to A.D, 1020, it is not im- 
possible that the two events were due to the same cause. The Indus is said 
to have deserted BrJlhmandbdd at the time when the city was destroyed. All 
the details preserved, however, are so much mixed up with mythical inci- 
dents that but little dependence can be placed upon them, and nearly all 
the circumstances mentioned are more or less open to dispute. It is 
questioned, for instance, whether Aror was ever situated on the Indus, 
and it is contended that Bukkur, a fortress on an island in the river oppo- 
site Rohri and consequently in the channel now cut through the limestone 
range, existed before the ninth century. Certainly, the channel through 
the hills at Aror is very narrow, and it is possible that it was never tra- 
versed by the main stream of the river, though the conSguration of the 
ground supports the hypothesis that some stream has cut through the hills 
at the spot. Again, it is contended that Sehwan, the ancient Sindomtina, 
was always on the Indus, and that consequently the main stream of the 
river must have run in ancient times where it flows now. But, on the other 
hand, Alexander is said to have left the river, and marched to the neighbour- 
hood of Ldrkhdna, and thence to Sehwdn, from which place he “ marched 
back to the river.”* It may be fairly concluded that important changes 
have taken place in the course of the river, without feeling certain that 
the precise nature of these changes has been correctly ascertained. 


The accumulation of fluviatile deposits in the Indus plain, and the 
consequent elevation of the surface, is well seen in the neighbourhood of 
Umarkot, where, as has already been mentioned, the flood water from the 
Narra trickles through the sand hills forming the limit of the Indus allu- 
vium, and fills large hollows between the ridges of sand. The level of 
the bottom of these hollows must have been, in all probability, at least as 
high as the general surface of the Indus plain at no distant date. 

During the floods, water leaves the Indus, and its tributary the Sutlej, 
as far up as Babfiwalpur, and flows southw'ard by the eastern Narra, which 
must be regarded as a distributary, although its waters now seldom* reach 
{he sea. The true head of the delta, however, is generally considered to 


* Bellasis, your, Bombay Br, Roy, As, Soc,^ 
4®7* (1853)* There is some doubt 
regarding the exact position of Brihmandbdd. 
According to General Haig the rains usually 
known by that name are those ot Mansurah, 


while he places the real Brdhmandbdd some 
seven miles to the north-east at a place now 
known as Depar. your, Ray, As, Soc,, now 
senes, XVI, 281, (i88^). 

* Arrian . Anabasis/^ VI, id. 



DELTA OF IHE INDUS. 


453 


diap. xvnj 

be a little above HaidarabW, where the Phuleli stream leaves the river.^ 
The channels of the delta frequently change, more frequently perhaps 
tlian in the case of the Ganges. The sea face is, in all probability, deter- 
mined by marine currents, and it is improbable that any great change is 
likely to take place through the deposit of sediment. 

The eastern part of the Indus delta now receives but little water from 
the river. It is said that a large area of country in the neighbourhood of 
the Kori mouth was depressed during the earthquake of 1819,^ and that 
the great size ol the Kori creek is due to the depression, A very large 
area north-west of the Kori creek is covered with salt, sometimes a foot 
or even more in thickness, deposited from sea water. 

In the neighbourhood of the sea the soil is usually argillaceous and 
firm, but in the upper part of the delta the whole surface is composed 
of loose micaceous sand with but little clay, and the rivers consequently 
have unusual facilities for changing their channels. The littoral portion 
of the delta is so low that a broad tract of country is always overflowed at 
spring tides, whilst the bottom of the sea in the neighbourhood of the coast 
is so shallow, and the slope outwards so gradual, that large vessels cannot, 
in many places, come within sight of the land. A tract of country of variable 
width, but in places several miles broad, along the sea face of the della, is 
annually flooded by the rise of the river, the water being kept higher than 
it would otherwise be by the influence of the south-west monsoon. 

Reference has already been made to the Rann of Cutch, and it was 
pointed out that this tract of country is evidently an old marine gulf now 
silted up. A brief description of the area and its peculiarities may, 
however, be well added to the account of the Indus delta, which it adjoins 
to the eastward. 

The Rann® consists of an immense marshy salt plain, scarcely abov^ the 
sea level and stretching for 200 miles from east to west, and in places 


^ A very good description of the Indus delta 
has been given by Lieutenant T. G. Carles-', 
your. Roy. Geog, Soc., VIII, 328, (1838), re- 
printed in Sel. Rec. Bombay Govt., XVII, 461- 
500, (1855). See also a memoir by Assistant 
Surgeon J. F. Heddle, {ibid^ p. 403). For the 
ancient changes in the delta of the Indus see 
also Cunningham, Ancient Geography of 
India, p. 283, etc. 

® It is stated by Carless, Jour. Roy. Ge'>g. 
Soc., VIII, 366, (1838), that the alluvial form- 
ations exposed on the bank of the Kori creek 
opposite Kotasir are, with the exception of 
the uppermost layers, broken up in confused 
masses, and inclined to the horizon at an angle 
of 30 or 40 degrees. The disturbance is attri- 


buted to the earthquake. It would be well 
however, that the spot should be examined by 
an experienced geologist, as the vagaries of 
false bedding (or oblique lamination) in 
sands and silts deposited by the strong 
currents of an estuary, are very likely to 
mislead any one unaccustomed to the peculiar 
appearance of these deposits. 

• For a fuller description of the portion north 
of Cutch by Mr. Wynne see Memoirs, IX » 
14, (1872). See also Burnes, Travels in 
Bokhara 2nd ed., London, 1835, I, p. 316; 
Grant, Geol. Trans., 2nd series, V, 3181 
(1840) j Frere, Jour. Roy. Geog. Soc., XL . 
1 81, (1870) ; Roger?, Qmri. Jour. GeoL Soc 
XXVI, 118, (1870). 
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nearly loo from north to south. From the south-eastern extremity a low 
alluvial tract dividing Ahma dibid from Kithiiwir, and including an ex- 
tensive brackish water marsh called the Nal, connects the Rann with the 
head of the Gulf of Cambay. A very trifling depression, probably not 
amounting to 50 feet, v\ouId convert Kithii\^ir into an island, and even a 
smaller amount of sinking would suffice to isolate Cutch completely ; 
indeed, it is now an island during the prevalence of the south-west mon- 
soon, when the sea, raised by the wind, dams back the water brought into 
the Rann by the various rivers which drain into the flat from Rijputana, 
Gujarit, and Cutch, in the same manner as the level of the creeks is raised 
in the Indus delta. At this time portions of the Rann are seven feet under 
water, but the average depth does not exceed five feet. The inundation 
lasts from July to the end of November, and portions of the surface, espe- 
cially a tiact to the westward near Sindri, depressed bj the earthquake of 
1819, are constantly covered with water. Below this water there is, in 
places, a bed of salt, sometimes as much as three or four feet in thickness. 

There can be little doubt that the Rann was a gulf of the sea wdthin 
recent times. Not only do the traditions of the country all agree with 
this view,^ but the present condition of the surface, an immense flat of 
sandy mud, can only be explained by supposing that the tract is the site of 
an inlet, now silted up. The barren condition of the surface is due to 
flooding by salt water at one season, and hot dry weather at other times ; 
the soil is consequently too salt to support even the vegetation, such 
as mangroves, w’hich will grow in ordinary sea water. Unless further 
‘ depression takes place, the sui face must be gradually raised by the silt 
brought in by rivers, and the tracts which support vegetation must extend. 

The depression of an area of 2,000 square miles around the fort of Sindri 
in the western part of the Rann, at the time of great earthquake of 18x9, has 
been described so often,^ that it appears unnecessary to repeat the account 
here. In this case the circumstance which enabled the changes of level 
to be accurately estimated w^as the fact that the whole of the tract affected 
was very nearly at the sea level, and so close to the sea that it was 


* There is some historical evidence also 
When Alexander the Great sailed down the 
Indus he passed through the great eastern 
branch, then the main stream of the river, but 
now dry, to the Kon mouth. Near this mouth 
he came to a great lake (Arnan : “ Anabasis/’ 
VI» 20). Mention is also made of a great lake- 
like expanse of water in this direction by some 
M^homedan historians. Sir B. Frere also 
stages on apparently good traditional evidence, 
that Virfiaah, in Nagar Pdrkar, north-east of 
the Rann, was a seaport from 500 to 800 years 
Ago. youu Key. QcqI Soc , XL, I 95 » (187Q 


No mention of any sea north of Cutch appeals 
to have been made by the Chinese travellers 
of the seventh century ; Cunningham, Ancient 
Geography of India, I, p. 302. 

^ An account is given in L} ell’s Principles, 
ed. 1868, II, pp, 97-104, and has been copied 
into many text-books. For a very full descrip- 
tion by Mr. Wynne see Memoirs, IX, 29-47, 
(1872). Mr. Wynne doubts whether the Allah 
Bund was really raised, and suggests, with 
much probability, that the appearance of ele- 
vation was doe to the depression of the ground 
around Sindri, south of the Allah Bund. 
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flooded immediately. A further depression is said to have taken place 
in 1845 same neighbourhood.^ 

At first the effect of the depression in i8ig was to produce a great sheet 
of water, navigable by boats of some size, but this has gradually silted 
up, and Mr. Wynne, on visiting the ruins of Sindri in January 1869, found 
that the greater portion had been filled up to nearly the level of the Rann, 
and that but a small shallow pool remained around Sindri itself. 


Though not, strictly speaking, part of the Indo-Gangetic alluvial plain, 
this will be the best place to notice that j^reat accumulation of blown sand, 
in the tract between the Indus and the Arivallls, which is known as the 
Indian desert. The name implies a greater degree of barrenness and soli- 
tude than is actually the case. Shrubs and grass tufts are scattered thinly 
over nearly the whole area, small trees are not infiequently met with, and it 
supports large numbers of sheep and cattle, and a hardy population, civilised 
enough to build cities and palaces and wells of hundreds of feet in depth. 

Over the v^hole of this area sand hills are scattered more or less thickly, 
but the great accumulation of blown sand forms a strip along the north of 
the Rann of Cutch, from which two arms run, one northwards by Umarkot 
and then turning noith-east and running north of Jaisalmer to Bikaner ; 
the other running north-eastwards between Bdlmer and Jodhpur and co- 
alescing with the first about Bikaner. The central area of Jaisalmer, 
Bilmer and Pokaran is rocky, with comparatively few and scattered sand 
hills. 

The sand hills are of tw^o types. One of these, admirably delineated 
in the Trigonometrical Survey maps, is of the ordinary type of sand 
dune. Its longer axis is at right angles to the prevailing direction of 
the wind, and it presents a long gently sloping face to windwards, up 
W'hich the sand grains are driven, and a steep face to leeward, down 
which they roll, whose slope coincides with the angle of repose of the dry 
sand. 

The other type isone^vhich is not noticed in the text-books. It is very 
largely developed in the Thar district of Sind to the north of the Rann of 
Cutch, and appears, equally with the first type, to owe it sform to the 


1 Nelson, Quart, your. Geol. Soc , II, 103, 
(1846). Before quitting the subject of the great 
alluvial region of Northern India, it may be as 
well to point out that by far the greater portion 
of the earthquakes, and especially of the more 
severe shocks felt in India, occur in the immedi- 
ate neighbourhood of the Indo-Gangetic plain, 
and especially near the deltas of the great rivers. 
The earthquakes are, as a rule, felt much more 


severely on the rocky ground around the allu- 
vial plain, than in the plain itself. When 
depression takes place, as in the case of Sindri 
in the Rann, the shock may be hut slightly 
felt at the locality principally affected, although 
towns in Cutch, on rocky ground, at a distance 
of several miles, are thrown down , but this 
is in accordance with experience elsewhere. 



456 GEOLOGY OF INDIA— INDO-GANGETIC PLAIN [Ohap. XVIL 

prevailing tvinds. Throughout the area mentioned, the sand is heaped mto 



Fig 23 — Sand hills o£ the transverse type; after the Topographical Surv^ of Rajputana. 

long narrow ridges, running about north-east and south-west to north 
north-east and south south-west, with a steep slope on either side, the 
crest gradually rising in height to the north-eastern extremity, which is 
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Fig. 24 — Sand hilb of the longitudinal type; after the Sind Revenue Survey. 

usually the highest point of the ridge, and beyond this is a steep slope 
downwards, coinciding with the angle of repose of the sand. 

The mode of formation of this type of sand hill is not very easy to 
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explain, but from the fact that, wheie the two types are found togethc r, the 
longer axis of the one is at right angles to that of the other, we may con- 
clude that in both cases the form is decided by the direction and force of 
the w ind, the longer axis being parallel in one case, and in the other trans- 
verse, to its prevailing direction. The steep slope of repose at the northern 
end of these sand hills shons that they aie formed of sand grains which 
are driven along the surface of the ground by the wind, and not of those 
light enough to be canied in suspension, so that no theory of accumulation 
under the lee of bushes, will account for the facts, and we must look else- 
where for an explanation. If one of the transverse type of sand hills 
be examined, it will be seen that the windward slope is by no means a 
uniform plane, but is composed of long narrow ridges, parallel to the 
direction of the wind, with intervening depressions, probably kept open 
by a concentration of the wind in them and a consequent increase of 
tiansporting power, if not an actual development of power of erosion. It 
seems probable that the longitudinal type of sand hill is due to an ex- 
aggeration of this effect, by which the depressions, instead of being com- 
paratively shallow, and causing mere saddles in the general ridge, are 
carried almost, if not quite, to the base of the accumulation However this 
may be, the restriction of the longitudinal type of sand hill to the seaward 
and western margins of the desert appears to show that they are connected 
with a greater wind force than the transverse type. 

The height of these sand hills is considerable. They frequently exceed 
100 feet, ranging to 200 feet, and, according to SirBartle Frere, 400 to 500 
feet in the southern part of the desert. The size of these sand hills and 
the area they cover imply an accumulation of blown sand w^hich it is not 
easy to account for. 

It appears difficult to believe that all the sand found in the desert can 
have been derived from the Indus. The surface of the Rann at present is 
too muddy to furnish any large supply. The sand consists of well rounded 
quartz grains, mixed with smaller quantities of felspar and hornblende, and 
is uadistinguishable from the sand ofthe sea coast except that the grains are 
better rounded, as is always the case with wind blown sand. That found 
in the bed of the Indus is also very similar in character. The most probable 
theory appears to be that the Rann of Cutch and the lower portion of the 
Indus valley were, as has already been shown to be probable on other 
grounds, occupied by the sea in posttertiary times, and that the sand of 
the desert was derived from its shoie. The most sandy tracts are on the 
edge of the Indus valley, along the northern margin of the Rann, and along 
the depression of the Luni valley, and these portions of the country were 
all probably situated on the coast. The form of the rocky hills around 
Rilmer and Jaisalmer shoAS that they have been sliaped by subaerial, 
not by marine denudation, and it is probable that the moie ele\alcd central 
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portion of the desert was land, whilst the Indus valley, the Rann, and the 
Ldni valley were occtipied by sea. 

The accumulation of sand in the desert re^on is evidently due to the 
low rainfall and to the consequent absence of streams, the effect being 
intensified by the accumulation of sand and the porous nature of the re- 
sulting surface. In other parts of India the sand blown from river chan- 
nels or the sea coast is either driven by the wind into other river channels, 
or it is swept into them again by rain. There are sand hills in abundance 
in the alluvial plain of the Indus, but they attain no great size, because 
the sand is always swept sooner or later into some stream, by which it is 
cairied away towards the sea. 

Besides the occasional sand hills of the Indus valley in Sind, there are 
some much larger tracts in the Punjab, repeating, on a smaller scale, the 
phenomena of the Thar and the Rijputdna desert The most important 
of these is in the Sind-Sdgar Dodb between the Indus and Jehlam, but 
there is a barren tract in the RachnaDoib between the Chendb and Rdvi, 
and sand hills occur in places also in the B4ii Doab between the Ravi and 
Sutlej. 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 

THE AGE AND ORIGIN OF THE HIMALAYAS. 

Geographical limitation of the Himalayas— Physical geography — Evidence of the tertiary 
depo-.its as to the age and elevation of the Himalayas — Revd O, Fisher’s theory of moun- 
tain formation— Age of the Him^aya^. 

In dealing with the great question of the date of commencement, cause, 
and history of the elevation of the Himalayas, the first point to determine 
is the exact signification in which this name shall be used. The Himalayas 
in a general sense are well understood to be the great system of mountains 
which rises to the north of the allu\ ial plains of upper India, and forms the 
southern margin of the highlands of 1 ibet, but the limits of the range at 
either end are difficult to define, for it becomes continuous with the moun- 
tain ranges between India and China on the one hand and those north of 
Afghanistan on the other, and though it is easy to regard these as distinct 
ranges, once the change of general direction Is well established, the ab- 
solute continuity of each with the Hirndlayas, where the junction takes place, 
shows that the elevation of the whole was part of the same great series of 
movements of the earth's crust. It is, however, necessary to adopt some 
definite geographical limits to the Himalayas, and those used here will be the 
lines along which the strike of the chains of hills and of the rocks they are 
composed of, takes a sudden bend. On the west this line may be taken to 
run through the hills west of the valley of Kashmir, from where the Kara- 
koram range bends into the Hindu Kush to where the Jehlam leaves the 
hills. On the east neither the geology nor the geography of the hilla is suf- 
ficiently well known to define the limit of the Himalayas, hut it may be 
presumed to run in from the neighbourhood of Sadiyd in a north-easterly 
direction 

The descriptions of the orography of this great system of mountains vary 
very much according to the idiosyncracy of the writer, and the particular 
meaning he may have attached to the term * mountain chain. ' The earliest 
of the writers on the Himdiayan mountains, Captain Herbert, regarded the 
spur on which Simla is situated as the natural termination of the main 
snowy range, giving as his reason that it was the watershed between the 
drainage of the Indus and the Ganges. But this system of classification 
would lead to endless confusion and completely obscure the true relations 
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of the various chains of which the Himalaya mountains are composed, for 
the rivers, without exception, cut at some point of their course througn 
a zone of special elevation, whether we look to present contour or to geo- 
logical structure, and it is impossible on any rational ground to separate the 
portion of the range on one side of the river valley from its continuation 
on the other. 

The most popular of the views regarding the physical geography of the 
Himalayas is probably that proposed by Clements Markham, which regards 
them as consisting of three more or less parallel ranges known as the 
northern, central, and southern, respectively. This view was most beauti- 
fully illustrated in the map attached to his edition of the travels of Bogle 
and Manning,^ where three long ranges are depicted, stretching across 
the map from east to west. The view appears to have a certain resem- 
blance to the truth, and cannot be absolutely disproved owing to our igno- 
rance of the geography of the greater part of the Himalayas and to the in- 
definiteness of the term mountain range, but our knowledge of Himalayan 
geography is sufficient to show that the orography of the Himalayas is by 
no means so simple or well defined as it is represented on the map just re- 
ferred to. 

In the north-western portion of the Himalayas, where alone the geogra- 
phy is known with any degree of completeness, four principal ranges arc 
commonly recognised. The most northerly and most elevated of these, 
which appears to bend round into the Hindu Kush at its north-westerly 
extremity, is the Mustagh or Karakoram range, whose culminating peak, 
28,265 feet high and the second highest in the world, was formerly known 
as Kjj, but is now often named after its discoverer Godwin- Austen. 

South of, and more or less parallel with, this comes the Ladikh range, 
which may be regarded as commencing near the junction of the Slidyak 
(Shyok) and Indus rivers and running thence south-eastwards along the north 
side of the Indus valley. This range, which has a most marked indivi- 
duality both geographically and geologically, is breached by the Indus at 
about 1 50 miles from its north-westerly termination in 79° of east longitude. 
The range* continues as far as Hanle, forming there the south, instead 
of thq n.orthij^Ss^de^of the Indus valley, but its further continuation is imper- 
fectly lfwi0p||pa. 

The Z^ttiskar range appears to owe its existence quite as much to the 
accident that it forms the watershed between the Indus and Chendb drain- 
age, and has consequently been less denuded than the regions on the north 
and south, as to any special elevation it has undergone. 

The outermost of the principal ranges is that which is known as the 

* “ Narrative of the Mission of George | Manning to Lhasa,” 2nd edition, Londoi , 1S79. 
Bogle to Thibet and of the Journey of Thomas [ 
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Pir Panjil south of the valley of Kashmfr, and as the Dhdoladhir’ south of 
Chamba. Though the unity of these two ranges is obscured by their being 
broken thiough by the Chenib and Rdvf rivers, their geological structure, 
so far as it is known, seems to show that they are in reality part of one and 
the same range. Much might, however, be said in favour of the view which 
would regard them as two separate ranges, echeloned along the northern 
margin of the plains of the Punjab. 

Nothing definite can be said of the south-easterly continuation of the 
ranges. The Pir Panjdl, Dhioladh^r and Zanskar ranges may be regard- 
ed as coalescing and becoming continuous with the great range of snowy 
peaks, while the Ladikh and Karakoram ranges coalesce to continue as 
the range of mountains which runs north of the great longitudinal valley, 
of the upper Indus, Sutlej, and Sanpo rivers. It may, however, well be 
doubted whether either of these ranges has a real continuity along the 
whole length of the Himalayas, and it is altogether more probable that, 
whether we regard them structurally or according to the accidents of the 
existing contour of the ground, they consist of a series of comparatively 
short ranges overlapping each other at their extremities. The final 
classification of the minor ranges of the great Himdlayan system of moun. 
tains must wait for a more detailed geological and geographical knowledge 
than is at present available. 

Though it is impossible to give any definite idea of the detailed oro- 
graphy of the Himalayas it is possible to divide the mountains into oro- 
graphical regions sufficiently distinct from each other, even if their exact 
boundaries are somewhat indefinite. The innermost of these is the up- 
land of Tibet, characterised by great elevation and a dry climate with 
its concomitant of very extensive accumulations of detritus in the 
valleys. 

The drainage of the southern portion of this region, except that of the 
comparatively small area which is drained by the upper Sutlej river, escapes 
into the Brahmaputra and Indus valleys at the extremities of the Himalayan 
range. But by far the greater portion has a closed drainage, or such as 
escapes finds its way into extra-Indian rivers. 

South of the Tibetan region rises the great zone of snowy peaks whose 
drainage, from both northern and southern slopes, finds its way, in a more 
or less directly transverse direction, on to the Indo*Gangetic plain. The 
watershed of this transverse drainage lies to the north of the zone of highest 
peaks, which is repeatedly interrupted by the deep valleys of the rivers 
traversing it. 

South of the snowy peaks comes a zone of lower hills, seldom rising 

^ On tbe accompanying map the name 1 range which runs south-eastwards from Dal- 
Dhdoladhdr has been misplaced. It is the 1 housie, south of the Chamba valley. 
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much over 12,000 feet above the sea, which has been distinguished as 
the lower Himalayas. These lower Himalayas in many places graduate 
into the main snowy range, so that it is difficult to draw a definite distinc- 
ton between the two; yet, they can be recognised as a fairly well marked 
feature of the range, forming a belt of hills some 50 or 60 miles broad, 
between the high mountains of the central range and the low hills of 
the sub-HimAlayas, West of the Sutlej the lower Himalayas cannot be 
recognised as a distinct feature, the high ranges of the Dhdoladhdr and 
Pfr PanjAl rising directly from the sub Himalayan zone, but the inner por- 
tion of what has generally been regarded as the sub-HimAlayan zone in 
this region rises to greater altitudes than where the lower Himalayas are 
typically developed, and should possibly be regarded as the continuation 
of this feature. 

The sub- Himalayas, which have been referred to in the last paragraph, 
form the outermost zone of the hills. They are usually marked by an abrupt 
drop in the average height of the hills, they are exclusively composed of 
tertiary and principally upper tertiary deposits, and except in the region 
west of the Sutlej, seldom rise over 4,000 feet. 

There can be no doubt that this sudden drop in the average height of the 
peaks, between the lower and sub-Him4!ayan region, is principally due to the 
sub-HimAlayan region having been subjected to a smaller amount of elevatory 
movement than the lower Himalayas, though it is doubtless also due in part 
to the greater softness of the rocks they are composed of, and their greater 
proximity to the lowlands of the plains, but it is not so easy to determine 
whether the distinction between the central ranges and the low^er Himalayas 
IS due principally to differences in the amount of upheaval they have 
undergone or to denudation. Doubtless both have co-operated. The 
bottoms of the river valleys near the plains being at a lower level than fur- 
ther into the heart of the mountains, and the average slopes at which the 
hillsides stand, which depend on the readiness of the rock to disintegrate 
and the amount and distribution of the rainfall, being probably less on the 
average in the lower than in the central HimAlayas, the peaks could naturally 
not rise to the same altitude. This does not, how'ever, seem to be a sufficient 
explanation of fee facts, and it is only natural to suppose that the belt of 
mountai!Qswbi<%t«i9ntains the highest peaks in the world must have been an 
area of special t^^eaval, while there are some features in the profile of the 
mam river vafieys which support this conclusion, 1 hese valleys all penetrate 
the hills to within 10 miles of the line of highest peaks w ithout rising more 
than 4,000 to 5 000 feet above sea level, but as they cross this line there is a 
Sudden rise of the river bed which carries it up to 9,000 to 10,000 feet within 
a ^ mUes, Above this the gradient falls again and, in the Tibetan 
r^ion, the average slope does not seem to be. more than a few feet in each 
mile of c^ianneK This staddeu rise in the river beds as they cross the line of 
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highest peaks seems to show that this has been a region of greater and 
more rapid upheaval than those to the north or south, and that the rivers 
have not yet been able to cut down to the level they will ultimately 
reach. 

It has already been mentioned that all the principal rivers draining 
from the Himildyas have their sources to the noith of the line of highest 
peaks, and that they cross this zone of special upheaval in deep valleys. 
The old explanation of this feature was that the valleys were great frac- 
tures in the range, through w hich the rivers found their way. This view has 
never been specifically disproved in the case of the HimlMyas, but it has 
been so frequently shov^n to be incorrect in other cases where it was main- 
tained, it is so generally discredited, and moreover the shape of the valleys 
is so palpably due to subaerial erosion that it is unnecessary to de\ote 
further attention to it here, and we may accept these transverse valleys as 
having been entirely produced by the action of rain and rivers. 

It will be shown further on that the sub-Himdliyan ranges are composed 
of the disturbed and upheaved deposits laid down by the same rivers which 
now traverse them. In this case it is evident that the rivers are older 
than the hills they traverse, and that the gorges have been gradually cut 
through the hills as they were slowly upheaved. In the same manner it 
might be supposed that the rivers, originally draining from the north of 
what is now the line of greatest elevation, were able to keep their valleys 
open by cutting them down, at a pace sufficient to prevent the upheaval 
producing an actual reversal of drainage, but in many cases the drainage 
area to the north of the line of highest peaks appears to be too small to have 
given sufficient erosive power to the stream to allow of this explanation. 
In the first edition of this Manual it was suggested ^ that these transverse 
river valleys may have formerly extended further to the north, draining 
a larger area of country beyond the snowy range than they now do, and 
that owing to the greater depth of the gorges of the Indus, Sutlej, and Di- 
king or Sanpo, their upper w’aters w>’ere cut off by a gradual encroachment 
of the longitudinal valleys of these rivers on the transverse drainage. The 
present writer is unable to accept this view. He regards it as altogether 
more probable that the first effect of the commencement of the upheaval 
of the Himdldyas, was to establish a pair of longitudinal valleys along its 
northern face, whose drainage escaped round the extremities of the upheaval, 
and that in the first instance the whole of the drainage north of what is 
now the line of highest peaks escaped by these rivers. As the mountains 
were upheaved the gradients of the rivers flowing directly to their southern 
margin became steeper than those of the longitudinal valleys north of the 
main range, the erosive power of the streams increased, and they were able 
to cut back through the line of maximum upheaval and rob part of the 

p, 677. 
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drainage which originally flowed east and west to the gorges of the Indus, 
Sutlej, and Sanpo 

The few geological investigations which have been made along the 
southern margin of the Tibetan highlands have not been sufficiently de- 
tailed as regards the distribution of the recent deposits and forms of the 
valleys, to decide this question with certainty, but there is one specific 
observation, recorded by General Strachey,^ which points to the conclusion 
that the explanation given here is the correct one. He records that the 
subrecent deposits of the Sutlej valley in Hundes extend right up to the 
crest of the Niti pass, and that a detached portion of it is to be seen two or 
three miles south of the crest. The mere fact of its extending up to the 
crest of the pass shows that there must originally have been higher ground 
to the south; in other words, that the original watershed of the Sutlej must 
have run further south than it now does, and the occurrence of an outlier 
in what is now the southern drainage area, if confirmed, gives a still 
further, though unnecessary, proof of the encroachment of the southern on 
the northern drainage areas. 

The same is indicated by the shape of the valleys which drain in either 
direction from the watershed. So far as can be gathered from the admirable 
maps of northern KumAun and Garhwdl, and from the accounts of travel- 
lers, the slopes on the southern side of the passes are much steeper than 
on the northern ; the erosion of these slopes would consequently be more 
rapid, and as it progressed the watershed would gradually be forced north- 
wards. 

The most conclusive evidence, however, seems to be that derived 
form the subrecent deposits of the Sutlej valley in Hundes. These show 
that the Sutlej was followed approximately its present course during a 
period sufficient, firstly, for the formation of a deep rock valley, secondly, 
for the accumulation in this of over 3,000 feet of subrecent deposits, 
and, thirdly, for the re-excavation of gorges, 3,000 feet deep, through 
these same accumulations* There can consequently have been no pro- 
gressive cutting back of the head waters of the Sutlej during all this 
period. 


From a stratigraphical point of view the Himilayan mountains may be 
divided into three zones, which correspond more or less with the orographical 
ones. The first of these is the Tibetan, in which marine fossiliferous 
rocks are largely developed, whose present distribution and limits are to a 
great extent due to the disturbance and denudation they have undergone. 
Bxcept near the north-western extremity of the range they are not known 
to occur south of the snowy peaks. The second is the zone of the snowy 

^ Jour. Soy. Ge<^. Soc.^ XXI, 63, (1851), 
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peaks and lower Himalayas, composed mainly of crystalline and metamor- 
pbic rocks and of unfossiliferous sedimentary beds, believed to be prin- 
cipally of palaeozoic age* The third is the zone of the sub-Himdlayas, com- 
posed entirely of tertiary, and principally of upper tertiary deposits, which 
forms the margin of the hills tow’ards the Indo-Gangetic plains, and has 
so intimate a connection with, and so important a bearing on, the history 
of the elevation of the Himalayas that it will require a more detailed notice 
here than the others. 


The stratigraphy and palfieontolog}’ of the rocks composing this terti- 
ary fringe have been referred to in a previous chapter, but it will be neces- 
sary to recapitulate part of what has been wTilten, and to add some further 
details which are important from the present point of view. 

The classification which wdll be adopted is the following: — 


Upper tertiary 
or Siwilik series 

Lower tertiary 
or Sirmur series 


r Upper Siwdlik. 

< Middle Siwilik. 

(.Lower or Nahan SiwAlik. 
t Kasauli group 

< Dagshdi group 
V Subathu group. 


Murree beds. 


The lowest of these groups consists everywhere of marine deposits, 
clays, shales with some limestone, and a few bands of sandstone. It passes 
upwards with perfect conformity into a series of interbedded sandstones 
and clays. The latter, almost always red in colour, prevailing in the lower 
part, the former in the upper, so that there is a gradual increase in the 
average coarseness of the d6bris from below upwards, a feature even more 
conspicuously displayed in the sections of the upper .tertiaries. 

I'he distribution of these rock groups is noteworthy. There is a long 
narrow outlier in western Garhwdl just east of the Ganges, in which only 
the marine Subathu beds are found. A larger area is found further west 
in the Simla hills, where all three groups are represented. For a part of 
its length this exposure is in direct contact with the Siwdlik series along 
the great fault, which will be referred to further on, but along its western 
half it is separated by a narrow strip of pretertiary slates. At the 
western extremity of this outcrop of lower tertiary rocks, which belong by 
position to the lower Himellayas rather than the sub- Himalayas, they run 
down into a narrow strip, which, stretching along the south face . of the 
Dhdoladh^r, connects them with the larger area of lower tertiaries in Jammu. 

The upper tertiaries are, like the lower, divided into three groups. The 
lowest of these, known as Ndhan consists of clays and sandstones, the former 
being mostly bright red in colour and weathering with a nodular structure, 
the latter firm or even hard, and throughout the whole not a pebble of hard 
rock is to be found. 



466 GEOLOGY OF INDIA— AGE AND ORIGIN OF HIMALAYAS. [Chap. XVIII. 

The middle Siwdliks consist principally of clays, and soft sandstones, or 
sand rock, with occasional strings of small pebbles, which become more 
abundant towards the upper pait, till they gradually merge into the coarse 
conglomerates of the upper SiwAliks. It must be understood that this 
classification, being dependent on lithological characters, not on the palse- 
ontolc^ of the beds, is not strictly accurate, and it is certain that the dif- 
ferent stages must more or less overlap each other on different sections. 
Any classification on palaeontological grounds is unfoitunately impossible 
at present, as most of the fossils have been obtained tlirough native col- 
lectors, and their localities are not known with certainty. But this is 
unimportant for our present purpose, as it seems certain that the three suc- 
cessive lithological stages do represent successive periods of time, though 
part of the conglomerate stage on one section was certainly represented 
by a part of the sand rock stage on another. 

In the north-west of the Punjab, beyond the Jehlam, the whole of the 
tertiary rock groups are said to form one conformable system from base to 
summit^ Further east their relations are less simple and at first sight 
somewhat perplexing. The true meaning of the anomalies was long ago 
pointed out by Mr. Medlicott, * but have been illustrated in so much greater 
detail by Mr. Middlemiss in his account of the sub-HimAlayas of Kumdun 
and Garhwil * that it will be well to turn to this region for illustrative 
sections. Here there is normally a perfectly conformable transition from 
the Nihan group to the middle Siwilik sandstones, and again from these 
to the upper SiwSlik conglomerates. This conformable succession, which 
is exhibited by many sections, is illustrated on two of the sections repro- 
duced on the accompanying plate, but it is not invariable. Many sections, 
as No 3 on the plate, show the upper Siwdlik conglomerates resting un- 
conformably on the eroded edges of Nihan sandstones, and this peculiarity 
of unconformable contact between two members of a conformable system 
finds its most striking exemplification in the short section reproduced in 
figure 25.* 

West of the Ganges the country has not been examined in the same 
detail, but it is certain that the same feature exists. In the neighbour- 
hood of Ndhan the Ndhan and upper Siwalik groups are in contact along 
a line of fault, but the latter contain many boulders derived from the 
sandstones of the former, showing that they had been elevated and exposed 
to denudation at the time that the upper Siwalik conglomerates were 
being deposited. Beyond the Sutlej, on the other hand, it was found im- 
possible to draw any boundary between the two gfroups, so gradual was 
the transition,® 


Wynne, HecotdSjX, ns, (1877). 

* item&irs, III, pt ii, ( 864). 

* Uemtdu, 3t)CIV, pt. ii, (1890). 


* Page 468 

« Memoirs, III, pt. ii, Chap IV, (1864) ; See 
also Records^ XIV, 169, (1881;. 
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Throughout this eastern area just referred to, the upper and lower 
tertiaries are nowhere found in superposition. They occur on opposite 
sides of a great fracture, marking the limits of the sub-Himiilayan 
region, and it is at present uncertain whether any beds whose age would 
place them with the Sirmur series conformably underlie the Ndhans in 
this region. 

The examination of the sub-HimdIayas of Jammu has been even more 
cursory than that of the country further east, and it is at present uncer- 
tain whether the same relations, as exist further east between the diSerent 
groups of the Siwdlik series, may not be found to prevail between the lower 
and upper tertiaries. The unconformity between the tw^o is proved by the 
presence of boulders of lower tertiary sand&tone in the upper Siwdlik 
conglomerates, but the conformity is not equally well proved. The map 
accompanying the only published account ^ of this region appears to in- 
dicate a conformity between the Siwaliks and the Murree beds of the small 
inliers at Naoshera, and between the Punch ^and Jehlam rivers, and on the 
whole it is probable, especially if we bear in mind the asserted conformity 
of the whole sequence on the further side of the Jehlam, that the relations 
of the lower and upper tertiaries are the same apparently contradictory 
ones, of conformity on one section and unconformity on another, as aie 
exhibited by the groups of the Siwdlik series. 

There is but one explanation possible for the known facts, that this 
great thickness of deposits, whose unity of lithological type, no less than 
the special sections showing conformity between its subdivisions, prove 
that they belong to one rock series, must have been deposited during a 
period of disturbance, so that while a continuous sequence of conformable 
deposits was being laid down in one place, in another they were ^disturbed, 
elevated and exposed to denudation. 


Along the whole length of the Himalayas, wherever the junction of 
the Siwdliks with the pretertiary rocks of the Himalayas has been seen, 
it is a great reversed fault. To the west of the BicLs a similar reversed 
fault forms the boundary between the lower tertiaries and the secondary 
and palaeozoic rocks of the Himalayas, and in the intermediate area, where 
the lower tertiaries rise up and form part of the lower Himdlayan area 
between the Sutlej and the Jumna, this great fault forms, for part of its 
course, the boundary between the Sirmur and Siwdlik series. 

The fault is, however, not a mere boundary fault in the ordinary sense 
of the term, that is, the fault is not of a date subsequent to the deposition 
of the whole thickness of the series w^hose boundary it forms, nor did this 
ever extend, in its full development, far to the north of the line of fault 

^ Re coidst IX, 55. (1876). 

2H 
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Mr. Middlemiss' section, reproduced in the woodcut below of itself proves 
this, for it is seen that the great boundary faulc was fully developed previous 


F - 



Fig» 25. — Section at the head of the Sara valley, eastern Kumiun, showing 
overstep of the main boundary fault by the upper Siwdliks. 

to the deposition of the upper Siwilik conglomerates, which rest on the 
eroded Nihansandstonea and overstep the fault onto the pretertiary slates. 
A somewhat similar section appears to be found in the sub-Him£Iayas of 
the Darjiling district,^ but has not been worked out so completely. 

Apart from these special sections there are some considerations of a 
general nature, which are in reality of greater importance. It will be seen 
that this line of faulting forms an absolute boundary for the Siwdliks in 
all the range east of the Sutlej, and in the hills west of the R^vi it simi- 
larly forms an absolute boundary for the tertiary rocks, no outlier being 
found to the north, and only a few small inliers to the south of it. Now, 
if the many thousand feet of tertiary strata found south of the fault had 
been laid down in a continuous sequence previous to its formation, 
they must have extended far to the north of it, and it is almost impossible 
to understand how they could have been so completely removed as to leave 
no trace of an outlier. 

It was Mr. Medlicott who first, in 1859, pointed out the meaning of this, 
— that the fault is in effect an original limit of deposition, to the north of 
which the Siwdliks never extended. In order to lay special stress on this 
peculiarity, and to take the ‘ main boundary,' as he named it, out of the 
category of ordinary boundary faults, he described it as a cliff, against 
which the NAhan sandstones were deposited, and an original boundary of 
deposition, only slightly modified by subsequent faulting. Subsequent 
investigations have sho^wn that this description requires some modification, 
but have fully established the conclusion that the main boundary is not 
merely a boundary of present distribution, but in effect an original limit of 
deposition. In order to understand the grounds on which this conclusion 
is based and was originally reached, it is necessary for a while to leave the 
tertiaries and consider the submontane deposits of the present day, 

* P. N. Bose, Records XXIII, 344, (1890). 
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The outer margin of the hills at the present day is everywhere fringed . 
with a band of gravel deposits forming the bhdbar^^^ or gravel slope of the 
foot of the hills. The extent and constitution of this varies with its position. 
Opposite the debouchures of the great rivers draining the central portions 
of the Himalayas it reaches a great development, and is composed almost 
entirely of boulders of hard crystalline and metamorphic rocks, which have 
mostly been well rounded in their long journey down the river valley. Boul- 
ders of limestone are somewhat rare, while the softer varieties of slate and 
sandstone are almost absent, having been unable to withstand the severe 
treatment they received. In the stretches intermediate between the great 
rivers the nature of the gravel varies according to the rocks exposed within 
the drainage areas of the streams ; where these drain only from the outer hills 
of Siwilik conglomerate, rounded boulders of hard rock will be found, 
elsewhere there are seen fragments of limestone, sandstone, or slate, which 
are often subangular, owing to the shorter distance they have travelled 
and the smaller degree of abrasion they have undergone, and are always 
less rounded than the hard boulders of the great rivers. 

If we now turn from the submontane deposits of the present day to the 
upper Siw^liks we find a remarkable resemblance between them. Not 
only are the upper SiwAliks so similar to the recent deposits in general 
character that they have, not without reason, been compared to an elevated 
portion of the plains, but there is precisely the same connection betw^een 
their composition and the existent lines of drainage. In the sub- 
HimAlayas of KumSun, there is a great development of the upper and 
middle Siwdliks, and especially of the conglomerates, where the Rdmgangi 
and Kosi rivers issue from the hills. Further west, where there are no large 
streams draining from the interior of the hills, the whole Siwdlik zone 
becomes constricted and only the Nihan group is seen. Between the 
Ganges and Jumna the upper Siwdlik conglomerates again attain a great 
thickness, and are composed of well rounded boulders of hard rocks, pre- 
cisely similar to the debris brought down by these rivers at the present day. 
West of the Jumna the conglomerates die out to a great extent, and those 
which are seen consist of fragments, to a large extent subangular, of the 
older tertiary sandstones, and of the formations found in the outer part 
of the Himalayas of this region. Where the Sutlej debouches from the 
hills there are at least 4,000 feet of coarse conglomerates, but in a parallel 
section, only seven miles off, there is only about 500 feet of them, in the 
middle of over 3,000 feet of brown sandy clays.^ The same features have 
been noticed in the case of all the other great rivers, that the upper Siwdlik 
conglomerates attain a great thickness in their neighbourhood and are 
composed of waterworn boulders of hard rocks, while in the intermediate 
country they are generally represented by brown clays undistinguishable 

^ H. B. Medlicott, Records^ IX, 57, (1876). 
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from the recent alluvium, or if conglomeratic the pebbles are of local 
debris. 

There is but one explanation possible of these features, that the 
Himalayan range already existed at the time when the upper Siw^Lliks 
were being deposited, with very much the same boundaries as at present, 
with the principal features of its drainage already established, and with 
an elevation comparable to that of the present day. The Siw dliks formed, 
therefore, the northern fringe of a series of alluvial deposits, whose southerly 
extension must be looked for beneath the undisturbed deposits of the 
Cangetic alluvium. 

But the Siwdliks now form low hills, in which these once horizontal 
deposits have been disturbed, elevated, and exposed to denudation. There 
has consequently been a southeily advance of the margin of the hills since 
the upper Siwdlik age. 

The vast thickness of Siw^lik deposits, whose upper division alone 
attains many thousands of feet in thickness, all of which weie formed sub- 
aerially, and even now, after the elevation they have undergone, only reach 
a very few thousand feet above the sea, can only have been formed in an area 
which was gradually subsiding as the deposits were heaped up. We must 
conclude then that the plain country south of the hills, where the conditions 
are so similar to those under which the upper Siwdliks were formed, and 
where immense masses of debris have been heaped up without raising it very 
much above the alluvial plain to the south, is an area where considerable 
subsidence has taken place during the recent period. 

There are of course no sections showing the actual nature of the 
boundary between this area of subsidence on the one hand, and the region 
of recent elevation occupied by the outer hills of the Siwdlik zone on the 
other, but there are some considerations of a general nature which, apart 
from any reasoning from analogy, indicate its nature. 

The steady sweep of the boundary along the length of the Himalayas, 
the absence of any deep re-entering angles or outlying patches, show 
that it is in the main a structural feature, and that only its details 
have been shaped by denudation and sedimentation. Nowhere are the 
upper Siwdlik conglomerates found passing conformably beneath the recent 
deposits of the foot of the hills, and the section of the outermost ridge is 
always an anticlinal, wdiose southern half shows an increasing steepness of 
dip in a southerly direction. The beds actually in contact with the sub- 
montane gravels may be uppermost Siwdliks or belong to the lower part 
of the Nahan group, the dip may be moderate, vertical, or even inverted/ 
rarely the whole southern half of the anticlical may have been denuded 


' Samples of all these cases may be found 
in the sheets of sections published by Mr. 
uiddiemiss, XXIV, pt. H, (i8so) It 


roust be borne in mind that the underground 
section south of the junction of the Siwdlik^ 
with the recent deposits is purely conjectural. 
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away and covered up by recent deposits, but where it is seen there is 
usually a rapid increase in the steepness of the southerly dip near the 
margin of the hills. These indications of a line of special bending of 
the strata close to the southern edge of the hills help out the suppo- 
sition that the actual demarcation of the two contiguous areas — one of 
elevation, the other of subsidence — may be of the nature of a fault, one 
side of which has been raised and the other depressed, the depression being 
filled up as fast as made by the abundant debris brought down from the 
hills. 

Though there are no sections showingthe nature of che junction between 
the undisturbed recent deposits of the plains and the upraised Siwaliks 
the sections in the sub- Himalayas throw some light on its nature. Wher- 
ever the Siwdlik zone attains any considerable width it is found to be 
traversed by one or more reversed faults of great throw, running more or 
less parallel to the outer boundary on the one hand and the main boundary 
of the Siwdliks on the other. These faults all show an ascending section 
on the outer (southern) side and the dip usually flattens towards the fault, 
where the uppermost beds are seen in contact with strata of a very much 
lower zone. Moreover, the older beds are invariably thrown into an anti- 
clinal immediately north of the fault, while the southern half, when it is 
present, shows an increasing dip as the fault is neared, exactly as is the 
case in the anticlinal of the outermost ridge, and occasionally, as in that case, 
the southern half is cut out.* 

The relations of the rocks on either side of these great faults are so simi- 
lar to what we have inferred is probably the case between the Siwdliks of 
the outermost ridge and the deposits of the submontane region of the 
plains, t h q t it is natural to regard each fault as marking a former limit of 
the disturbed tract, and the successive faults as indicating a step by step 
southerly advance of the outer margin of the hills. According to this 
hypothesis the great main boundary would mark approximately the south- 
ern limit of the Himalayas at the commencement of the Siwdlik period, 
north of which the upper tertiary deposits did not extend to any great 
distance or in any great thickness. 


We are not, however, confined to the conclusions that may be drawn 
from direct observations in dealing with this problem. It may also be 
attacked from the purely physical and mathematical side, as has been 
done by the Rev. O. Fisher in his great work on the physics of the earth’s 
crust.* Mr. Fisher adopts the hypothesis that the solid crust of the earth is 
of limited thickness and rests on a magma of greater density, whose condi- 
tion is actually or virtually that of a fluid. As the central core of the earth 

1 Physics of the Earth’s Crust, ist ed, London, 1888, pp. 114-41. 
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cools down by the conduction of heat away from it, the outer crust is 
left partially unsupported by the consequent contraction, exposed to a 
greater strain than it is capable of bearing, and yielding along lines of 
weakness, is thickened both upwards and downwards from a zone some- 
where in the thickness of the crust, above which the material will on the 
whole be forced upwards, and below it downwards. This zone, called 
the neutral zone, is placed, for reasons unnecessary to enter into here, 
as its exact position is not ol great importance, at three-fifths of the 
thickness of the crust from its upper surface. If the subjacent magma 
had a density one and two-thirds as great as that of the overlying crust the 
upward protuberance would be supported by the buoyancy of that portion 
which had been thrust downwards into the magma. But such a great 
disparity cannot exist, and the extra weight of the elevated tract will, 
consequently, bear the crust downwards on either side as is indicated 
in the diagram, fig. 26, till sufficient of the lighter solid material is de- 
pressed into the denser magma to provide the requisite buoyancy. 

As soon as an elevated tract is formed denudation will commence, and 
as it is extremely unlikely that the protuberance will be symmetrical, a 
larger amount of material will be deposited on one side of it than the 
other. In the diagram this is supposed to take place on the right hand side 
and its effect will be to depress that side of the range more than the other 
while the elevated tract will be lightened by the removal of material 
from its surface. As a consequence, the centre of gravity will be shifted 



Fig, 26.— Diagram to illustrate Revd. O. Fisher’s theory of mountain formation— 

A. — Upward protuberance, or ‘ elevated tract,* 

B. — Downward protuberance or * root.* 

P. R. — Original limits of depressions on surface. 

P. R.'— Subsequent lim’ts after the deposition of sediment represented by shading, 

and removal of the portion of the elevated tract represented by dotted 
lines, 

Q. Q. S S ^ Original and subsequent limits of downward protuberance. 

G, G. H H. —Original and subsequent positions of centres of gravity of crust, and of 
displaced fluid respectively. 

towards the side on which there is the greatest accumulation of debris, 
while the centre of flotation of the downward protuberance remains 
unchanged* The disturbed tract is consequently thrown into a state 
of unstable equilibrium, which can only be n!iade stable by such a movement 
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of rotation as will diminish the size of the depression on the left hand 
side, where there is least sediment, and extend it on the right hand 
side, where most has been deposited. As this action goes on, the 
depression on that side where least sediment is deposited may become 
obliterated, and as the crust is exposed to a tensional strain on this side it 
may be that fissures will open and volcanic outburst take place. 

Such, briefly stated, is Mr. Fisher’s theory of mountain formation, and 
there is, on the most superficial view, a considerable resemblance to what 
we know to have taken place in the case of the Himalayas. The great 
depression in which the Gangetic alluvium has been accumulated corre- 
sponds to that in which the greater bulk of debris derived from the denu- 
dation of the mountains is deposited, and the obliteration of the eocene 
sea of the central Himalayas, accompanied as it was by a great outburst 
of volcanic energy, would appear to correspond to w^hat the theory points 
out as likely to happen to the depression on the other side of the range. 
But the greater part of the elevation has taken- place since the oblitera- 
tion of the eocene sea of the central Himalayas, and we are then met by 
the difficulty that we have to assume a rotation of the whole elevated tract 
of Central Asia. We have no reason to suppose that so large a mass ot 
the earth's crust would have sufficient rigidity to allow of its rotation as a 
whole; rather, there is good reason to suppose that it would yield infinitely 
to a long continued stress. Moreover, Mr. Fisheris theory takes no notice 
of horizontal compression, which in the case of the Himalayas has certainly 
gone on up to a very recent period. The fact is this movement of 
rotation, with the degree of rigidity it demands, as well as the ignoring of 
the effects of lateral compression after the elevated tract is formed, are 
mere generalisations necessary to bring the complex conditions of nature 
within the powers of mathematical investigation, and are not intended 
to be taken literally, as an exact account of what actually takes place. 



Fig. 27 — Diagram to illustrate the theory of the elevation of the Himalayas corresponding to 
the right-hand half of hg. 26. Horizontal scale about 60 miles, vertical about 30 mites 
to I inch. 

A. — Massif of the Himalayas. 

B —Root of the same. 

C. — Earlier marginal deposits, compressed and elevated. 
c.~ Continuation of the same, depressed and undisturbed. 

D. — Subsequent deposits overlapping C 

6.— Sinking of lower surface of crust due to C and D. 

Bearing this in mind, we have now to consider what modifications are re- 
quired to fit the purely mathematical theory to the more complex conditions 
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of actuality. In the first place the elements of rigidity and rotation being 
abandoned, we need not consider the left band side of the diagram, and may 
redraw it in greater accoi dance with the conditions of the Himcilayan region 
(see Bg. 27). We have now an elevated region A subjected to denudation 
and adjoining it an area extending to I?, on which deposition is taking place, 
the deposits being contributed by the elevated ground A to the north, 
and the waste of the rock area to the south. The tract being supposed to 
be in equilibrium, the surplus floating power of B will cause it to rise when 
A is lightened by denudation, and the load thrown on D will cause it to 
sink, especially in the neighbourhood of A wheie the load is greatest, till 
the magma displaced by the lower surface of the crust is sufficient to float 
the load. The result will be, firstly an extension of the depression in a 
direction away from the elevated tract A, and, secondly, a strong tendency 
to either fracture or flexure of the crust at the junction of A and D. 

As we may take the crust to be infinitely yielding to long continued 
stresses, there is no reason why that produced by the lightening of the 
one area and the loading of the other should not be relieved simply by the 
sinking of the latter and the rising of the former on either side of a sep- 
arating plane. But denudation and deposition are not the only forces at 
work, for to bring the case into connection with that of the Himalayas, 
we must suppose compression to be continually in progress. This will be 
relieved partly by an additional elevation of A, but also by the compres- 
sion and consequent elevation of the marginal deposits D, which would 
not offer the same resistance at the alieady consolidated beds of A. In 
this way the deposits on the edge of the depression would gradually 
come to ferm part ol the tract A, whose boundaiy would advance towards 
R, but not to the same extent as the shifting of the outer boundary of the 
depression tow^ds R. 

With this amplification,— for it is no modification of Mr. Fisher’s theory, 
but merely a more detailed explanation of part of the process which does 
not lend itself to mathematic investigation, — we find it easy to explain the 
true nature of the great reversed faults which traverse and bound the Siwi- 
lik zone. They mark the successive limits between hill and plain, be- 
tween the area of deposition and depression on the one hand and of denu- 
dation and upheaval on the other, and the small amount of disturbance 
which may generally be noticed in the beds immediately in contact with 
the fault plane is explained by the fact that their immense throw is not due 
to the effect of horizontal pressure acting on an inclined plane, but princi- 
pally to a vertical pressure, downwaids on the one side, and upwards on 
the other, of the fault. 

It appears then, that so far as the tract along the foot of the hills is 
concerned, the conclusions drawn from observed facts and from theoretical 
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deduction agree with each other, but we have another check on the theory, 
for, if it is true, the Gangetic plain must have originated at the same time 
as the great mountain range to the north, and gradually increased in width 
by the subsidence of the rock area along its southern margin. Now, when a 
stream issues from the rock area on to the alluvial plain, it is the coarsest 
debris which is fiist deposited, while the finer grained material is carried 
further and deposited at a greater distance from the margin of the alluvium. 
Consequently, if a boring be sunk near the southern limit ot the plain, where 
it has been encroaching on the rock area, the beds passed through near 
the surface should be finer grained on the average than those passed 
through lower down, for these last belong to an earlier period, when the 
edge of the alluvium was less distant than it is at the present day. Near 
the northern margin of the plains the conditions should be reversed, for 
there the rock area has been encroaching on the plains and the upper bed 
should be composed of coarser debris on the average than those lower down - 

The deep borings that have been put down in the Gangetic plain are 
four in number. Of these, two, at Umballa and Fort William respectively, 
are well situated for testing the hypothesis ; a third, at Agra, is less suitable 
for reasons which will shortly appear, v^hile the fourth, at Lucknow, being 
well out in the middle of the plain, does not appear to have gone deep 
enough to give any evidence of importance. 

In dealing with the records of these boreholes we are harassed by the 
vagaries of nomenclature indulged in by the men, never trained geologists, 
to whom the conduct of the operations was necessarily entrusted. But by 
adopting two classes only, sand and clay, and by including in the former 
^sand,’ 'coarse sand,' 'clayey sand,’ etc., and in the latter 'clay,' 

'silt,' 'sandy silt,' 'limey silt,' etc., a fair idea will be reached of the 
relative coarseness of grain of the beds passed through at different depths 
of the same boring. This method is perfectly justifiable, as, for the present 
purpose, the absolute coarseness or fineness of grain is immaterial, and we 
merely want to know whether in any part of the bore hole the beds are on 
the whole coarser or finer grained than those above and below. 

Adopting this system of classification, we may make an abstract of the 
Fort William boring,^ thus 

o ft. to loo ft Sand o Clay lOO 

100 3, 200 3 , • • • • • . 3, 1 I 33 8o 

200 33 3, 30® W ••***•• 95 5 » 5 

300 33 31 4^0 33 *...•>« 3, 9® *» ^ 

400 33 33 4^^ »» • * • • • * •>>^1330 

The increase in coarseness of grain of the beds passed through is con- 
spicuous enough in this abstract, but the reality is even more striking, for 
in the sand from x8o feet downwards, some beds of gravel and pebbly sand 
* For detailed section see Records^ XIV, 221, (1881) ; CaUtdia Journ, Nat, I, 324, (1841). 
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are included, and the boring was finally brought to a standstill in a bed of 
gravel which it was not found possible to penetrate. 

The second boring of importance is that made at Umballa.^ Adopting the 
same broad classification of clay and sand, we get the following result 


0 ft. to 100 ft. 



• 

. Sand 59 

Clay 37 Soil 4 

100 „ „ 200 ,, . 



• 

• » 

56 

„ 42 Kankar 2 

200 ,, ,, 3®® » * 





58 

if 42 

300 M « 400 .» 



• 

• »s 

54 

M 46 

4 ^® »» » 5 ^® » • 



• 

• if 

46 

.. 54 

»> » M • 

• 


. 

• 

37 

» 63 

600 n 7®^ ' 

• 


. 

• ii 

6 

» 95 


Here we have, as the hypothesis requires, a very distinct increase in 
coarseness of texture in the upper beds as compared with the lower. 

Besides these two borings, one has been put down at Agra, the evi- 
dence of which is slightly vitiated by the peculiar local conditions. The 
abstract of the section is as follows* 


0 ft. 

to 100 ft. . . . 

. Sand 65 

Clay 35 

Kankar 

0 

100 „ 

9 S SOO „ • • • 

• 99 

44 


56 

99 

0 

200 „ 

99 300 t » • • • 

• 99 

0 

99 

97i 

99 


300 « 

99 4^ n • * • 

* 99 

18 

99 

761 


400 „ 

99 481 » • • • 

• 99 

7 

99 

74 

99 

0 


Here there would seem to be an increase in coarseness of texture, both 
upwards and downwards, from 3 oo feet. The explanation of this is to be 
found in the fact that the surface deposits round Agra are largely com- 
posed of blovrn sand, and it is probable that the sand beds found in the 
uppermost i6o feet of the section are of aeolian origin, while below that 
the beds are alluvial and exhibit the gradual upward increase in fineness 
of texture required by the hypothesis. 

The fourth boring at Lucknow has been sunk to a depth of 1,336 feet. 
As might be expected from its situation, there is no marked increase or 
decrease in the coarseness of the beds passed through, but near the bottom 
of the boring some beds of coarse sand were found, and these may indicate 
an approach to the base of the alluvium and mark a time when its southern 
boundary was not far from Lucknow. 

To sum up, of the foui deep borings which have been made, two are 
completely in accordance with the hypothesis, the third one is in favour of 
it, though its evidence is vitiated by peculiar local conditions, while the 
fourth is so situated as to give no evidence one way or the other till it is 
carried to a greater depth. 

We find then that the inductions from observed facts regarding the 
southerly advance of the margin of the hills, the nature of the boundary 
between hill and plain, and the mode of formation and growth of the 
1 ^ecor^, XIV, 233, (1881). j 2 Records, XVIII, 121, (1885). 
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Gangetic plain, agree in all essential points with the deductions from Fisher's 
theory of mountain formation and using the one to elucidate or amplify 
what remains doubtful in the other, we may approach the interesting sub- 
ject of the date of the commencement of the elevation of the Himilayas, 


The occurrence of marine nummulitic beds at a height of many thousand 
feet on the north face of the main snowy range in Hundes, and at a height of 
20,000 feet in Zanskar, shows that the elevation of this part of the Himalayas 
must have taken place entirely within the tertiary period. Further east we 
have not the same conclusive evidence, but the upper cretaceous fossils that 
were brought from north-west of Lhasa show that the elevation of this part 
of the Tibetan plateau could not have commenced at a much earlier period. 

The limitation of the marine mesozoic and palaeozoic rocks to the northern 
flanks of the main snowy range, and their absence, so far as is known, to 
the south of this, may be due to an original limitation of deposit, or it may 
well be due to the country over which they are wanting having been more 
rapidly elevated, and consequently exposed to more active denudation. 
But even if the southern limit of these marine formations represents ap- 
proximately the recurrent shore lines of a long series of epochs, it is diffi- 
cult to believe that a mountain range at all comparable to the Him;ilayas of 
the present day lay immediately to the south of them. The present geo- 
graphical and geological connection between the Himalayan range and the 
Tibetan highland is too close to make it at all probable that the elevation 
of the latter was altogether posterior to, and independent of, that of the 
former, and consequently the elevation of the Himalayas as a mountain 
range cannot have been long in progress, if it had commenced, when the 
sea flowed over Tibet at the close of the secondary period. 

On the southern side of the Himalayas there is not the same direct 
evidence. The close connection between the older rocks of the Assam 
range, and the corresponding ones of the Indian Peninsula has already 
been noticed as indicating that the present limits between the peninsular 
and extra-peninsular areas had not been established at the lime that they 
were being deposited, and the presence of subaerially formed Gondwdna 
rocks in the eastern Hinailayas suggests, though it does not prove, that 
they were formed in the same land area as those of the Peninsula and 
that no depression, corresponding to that now occupied by the Gangetic 
alluvium, was in existence at the commencement of the secondary period. 

The complete absence of any known exposure of marine nummulitic 
rocks between western Garhwil on the one hand, and the Garo hills on the 
other, might only mean that the shore line ran south of the present limit 
of the hills, and that the nummulitic beds are hidden by the Gangetic 
alluvium, but there is not so close a relationship between the nummulitic 
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faunas, so far as they are known, of the Punjab and of Assam as to neces- 
sitate, or even suggest, so direct a communication between the two areas. 
There is consequently some degree of probability that the Indo-Gan- 
getic depression had not been established at the commencement of the 
tertiary period and we again get the close of the secondary period as the 
probable date of the commencement of the elevation of the Himalayas. 

The stratigraphical relations, between the nummulitic beds of the north- 
west portion of the lower Himalayas and the subjacent deposits, point to 
the same conclusion. Ihere is not only a general parallelism of strati- 
fication, which might result from the compression both have been exposed 
to, but there is a very close resemblance in the nature and degree of disturb- 
ance they have undergone, and the nummulitics lie with perfect parallelism 
of bedding on an eroded surface of the former pretertiary deposits, wher- 
ever a section showing the original contact between them is found. 
Were this merely a local phenomenon observed on one or two isolated 
sections no importance need have been attached to it, but when it is seen 
wherever the contact between the two lock series has not been modified 
by faulting, from the inliers of the Jammu hills on the one side, to the 
outliers east of the Ganges on the other, it shows that there had 
been no appreciable disturbance of the older rocks, now forming this part 
of the Himalayas, when the nummulitics were deposited. In other w'ords, 
that if the elevation of the Himalayas had already commenced in eocene 
times, it had not extended into the north. western portion, or was confined 
to the central portion of the range. 

The close connection in structure and distribution of the upper Siwi- 
lik conglomerates and the submontane deposits of the present time has 
already been appealed to as evidence that the Himalayan range existed 
in pliocene times with very much the same limits and elevation as at the 
present day, and with the main features of hydrography already marked 
out. But these coarse conglomerates are confined to the upper Siwaliks. 
As we descend the section pebbles get smaller in size and less in number 
till, in the lower part of the Siw^iliks proper and throughout the immense 
thickness of the N^hans, not a pebble is known to occur.^ 

It might be held that this was due to the southerly advance of the foot 
of the hills, and that we must look for the coarse conglomerates of middle 
Siw£lik and Ndhan age in the hills north of the main boundary. It has, 
however, been shown to be extremely probable that neither the Siw Aliks 
proper nor the Nahan group ever extended, in anything like their full 
thickness, much to the north of the main boundary, and the absence of 
any known outlier, though merely negative evidehce, cannot be altogether 

' There is only one recorded instance of a J with so much hesitancy, that it may well be 
conglomeratesepposedtobeof Ndhanage,and neglected,— III, pt. li, p. 135, (1864). 
that case 4 s sq ^xoapt'onal and its age given 1 
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ignored. A n^ore probable explanation is that during the formation of the 
lower portion of the Siwalik series the hills to the north had not attained 
anything like their present elevation, and that the gradients of the river 
beds had not become sufficiently steep to enable them to transport any- 
thing coarser than fine sand. If this be the true explanation, as seems 
extremely probable, the gi eater part of the elevation of the Himalayas has 
taken place since the miocene epoch, and it is impossible to date its com- 
mencement much further back than the commencement of the tertiary or 
the close of the secondary period. 

Another argument of an entirely different character has been adduced 
by Dr. Blanford, which curiously confirms the conclusion regarding the 
date of origin of the Himalayas, arrived at on purely geological grounds. 

He joints out^ that the mammalian fauna of Tibet has a proportion of 
species, and even geneia, peculiar to the region which is not exhibited by 
any other continental area of the same size. Omitting all doubtful 
forms, and taking no account of varieties or subgeneric types, the known 
Tibetan fauna consists of forty-three species belonging to twenty-six 
genera, of which twenty-seven species and four genera are not known 
outside Tibet. Moreover, by far the largest proportion of species ranging 
outside of Tibet is exhibited by the carnivora, only four out of nine 
species of ungulata being knowm outside Tibet, and two of these are re- 
presented in Tibet by well marked varieties, while out of sixteen species 
of rodents only one is not purely Tibetan. 

On the now universally accepted theory of the origin of species by 
descent and modification so large a proportion of peculiar species indicates 
a long period of isolation. In the case of island faunas, this isolation is 
due to the sea barrier which mammals cannot cross or can only cross with 
difficulty, but in the case of Tibet the isolation must be a climatic one, due 
to the superior elevation of the region, and after comparing the degree of 
specialisation of the fauna with that of various islands Dr. Blanford comes 
to the conclusion that this isolation must have commenced in middle tertiary 
times. This agrees remarkably with that arrived at on purely geological 
grounds, and from a study of the relations of the Siwilik to the tertiary 
faunas of Europe,^ that the elevation of the Himalayas commenced with 
the tertiary era and that the range only attained an elevation comparable 
to that which it now possesses towards the commencement of the pliocene 
period. 


Tw>^o views have been propounded, regarding the antiquity of the Hiini- 
layas which are antagonistic to that just put forward. The first of these, 

* GeoL Mag , 3rd dec., IX, 164, (i8y2). I ® Supra ^ p. 367. 
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which regards the mountain chain as much older than the commencement 
of the tertiary period, requires special notice, as it has been advocated by 
Mr, C. S. Middlemiss, the author of the most detailed study of any portion 
of the range yet published. It is supported by arguments derived on 
the one hand from the special structural features of the southern margin 
of the Himalayas in KumAun and GarhwAl, and on the other by the de- 
gree of disturbance which the rocks of various ages have undergone in 
the same region. 

The special structural features are summed up in, and illustrated by, a 
section drawn north and south along the RAmgangA and PelAni valleys in 
E. long. 78° 49', which is reproduced on the accompanying plate. In this 
it will be seen that, starting from the plainward margin, w'e have the 
Nihan sandstones conformably covered by a great succession of middle 
Siwilik sand rock, north of which the upper SiwAlik conglomerates are 
brought in by a small fault of no structural importance. The upper Siwdlik 
conglomerates are brought into contact with the lower portion of the 
Nihau group by a great reversed fault of 11,880 feet thrown along the 
fault, or 6,380 feet in a vertical direction.^ From this fault there is again, 
after some undulation of the strata, an ascending section through the 
greater part of the sand rock, but before the conglomerates are reached 
the beds low down in the Ndhan group are again brought up, and after a 
series of anticlinal and synclinal folds the topmost beds of this group are 
brought into contact with the pretertiary beds of the Himalayas along the 
main boundary. 

The rock in contact with the Ndhans at the main boundary is a massive 
unfossiliferous limestone of unknown age. It is overlaid by the Tdl beds, 
presumably mesozoic, and these again by marine nummulitics of the Subdthu 
group. North of the nummulitic band there is again a reversed fault and 
purple slates, and volcanic brecias come in, beyond which a great reversed 
fault brings in crystalline schists. 

It will be seen that there are here five zones, each bounded on the north 
by a great reversed fault, and each successive one showing an older group 
as its newest member. In the outermost zone the section ranges from 
NAhans to the upper Siwalik conglomerates, in the next the sand rock in 
the newest group seen, in the third this is wanting and the section only 
ranges up to the upper Ndhans. In the succeeding zone an entirely new 
set of rocks comes in, the newest of which is eocene, while in the last the 
rocks are of unknown, but certainly at least palaeozoic age. 

It has already been pointed out that the great reversed faults of the 
sub-Himdlayan zone probably mark the successive positions of the outer 
margin of the hills, that is the limit between the area of elevation on the 
one hand and subsidence on the other. Mr, Middlemiss opines, with a 

* Memoirs, XXIV, 124, (1840). 
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very good show of reason, that in each case the youngest rock seen south 
of the fault marks approximately the period of its completion, and of the 
commencement of the one next to the south, so that the first fault counting 
from the south may be ascribed to the upper Siwilik, the second to the 
middle Siwdlik period, the third to the close of the Nihan period, and the 
fourth to the eocene. 

The argument on w'hich this conclusion is based may be epitomised as 
follows.^ It is a common character of these long narrow zones bounded 
on the north by a reversed fault, that they carry along their northern 
border a still narrow zone of the newest rock they contain, a zone which 
has been preserved “because the fold involving that zone, and the re- 
versed fault to the north of it, were the companions of the upheaval of 
that zone from a condition of deposition ^ that is to say, the uppermost 
stratum had only just been deposited when it was folded and faulted, and 
so wrapped up with the older zone to the north that it was preserved from 
subaerial denudation/’ It is argued that if this was not so. if for instance 
the numraulitics had been covered by the Ndhans and Siw^liks, and ex- 
posed to denudation before they were folded and faulted, the upper members 
would have been removed in places and left in others, and that when the 
faulting subsequently took place the irregular patchwork of strata resulting 
could not have been formed into the regular zones now observable. This 
argument, however, assumes that the deposits must have been elevated 
without disturbance and exposed to great denudation before the faulting 
took place. This is by no means necessary. The w^hole thickness 
might have been deposited over the nummulitics, and if the faulting and 
folding had gone on pari passu with the elevation an arrangement, ana- 
logous to that which now obtains, might have resulted from the different 
degree of elevation, and consequent different intensity of denudation, the 
different zones had undergone. It has been shown, on quite independent 
grounds, that this supposition is an improbable one, but there is no reason 
why the nummulitics of Garhwil may not have once been covered by a 
great thickness of deposits corresponding to the upper members of the 
Sirmur series further west, if not by part of the Nihan group. The regu- 
larity of wddth of the outcrop, its narrowness, and the absence of these 
upper members can be sufficiently explained by the high dip of the strata,* 
the narrow patches remaining having been preserved by their having 
been elevated to a lesser degiee, and consequently less exposed to 
denudation, than the higher beds. 

But even if Mr. Middlemiss’ argument be admitted to its fullest extent, 
it does not throw the elevation of the Himalayas further back than the 


* For the full statement see Memoirs^ XXIV, 

174 ff. 

* The line a^ong which the section is 


drawn cros'^es the strike at an angle of about 
40®, The dip shown is consequently con- 
siderably less than the true dip. 
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commencement of the tertiary era, for to the north of the fault, which 
bounds the nummulitics, we come to conditions so different, both strati- 
graphically and structurally, from those which obtain to the south that we 
can no longer apply the same arguments, and as will be shown presently 
the question of whether the existence of a land area, immediately north 
of the nummulitic outcrop at the time when these beds were being deposit- 
ed, can be admitted as evidence regarding the date at which the elevation 
of the Himalayas commenced, depends entirely on the exact meaning we 
attach to these words. 

The second argument depends on the different degree of disturbance 
exhibited by. the successive zones. As can be seen from the section, the 
beds in the outermost zone have undergone least compression, those of the 
next more, and so on. Mr. Middlemiss argues that this increase in the dis- 
turbance the beds of each successive zone have undergone, is the result of the 
successively greater periods of time during which they have been exposed to 
the disturbing forces, and that the far more intense compression, to which 
the rocks within the innermost tertiary zone have been exposed, indicates 
that they have been exposed to pressure, during a period of time, which 
would carry back the origin o£ the Himalayas far beyond the tertiaiy era. 
To this it might be answered that, even if the compression of every zone 
had been contemporaneous, it is natural to exp ect that its intensity w^ould 
not be everywhere uniform, but would die out laterally, graduating from the 
zone in which it was greatest to that in which there had been none. 

It is, however, probable that, in the tertiary zones, the different degrees 
of compression exhibited by the successive bands is, to a large extent, the 
result of the different periods during which they have been exposed to com- 
pression. And when we come to the far more intense compression ex- 
hibited by the older brocks, which, as descried by Mr. Middlemiss, have 
been cleaved and foliated by the intensity of the compression they have 
undergone, he himself affords an explanation, in the observation that the 
strike is often transverse to that of the tertiaries, indicating that the com- 
pression had not all been in a direction trans\ erse to the course of the 
range.^ This diversity of strike is appealed to as showing that the com- 
pression of the Himalayas was in part due to other, and older, directions of 
thrust than those which produced the folding of the sub-Himdlayan and 
many of the Himdlayan rocks. 

Here we are at once brought face to face with the question of what is 
meant by the commencement of the elevation of the Himalayas. Seeing 
that the present state of the range is the result of a long chain of physical 
causation, each step of which was the inevitable result of all that went 
before, it is impossible to say what was the first origin of the Himalayas. 

* Memeirs, XXIV, 183, (iSpo). 
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We may throw It back to the period when the earth first acquired a solid crust, 
or still further back to that primeval chaoa from which, according to one 
hypothesis, the universe was evolved^ But in this place the words are 
used in a much more limited meaning. If the limitation of the palaeo2oic 
and mesozoic deposits along the northern flanks of the snowy range repre- 
sents at all approximately the general limit of land and sea during their 
deposition, it might be maintained that the general course of the Himdlayan 
range had been determined in palaeozoic times, and yet the elevation of 
the Himilayas in the sense in which the words are here used, might not 
have commenced till the dawn of the tertiary era. The further back in 
time we go the more difficult does it become to follow the sequence of 
cause and effect, and in speaking of the elevation Himalayas only that 
final compression is meant, which caused it to rise as a conspicuous moun- 
tain range with the same limits and extent as at present, and the antece- 
dents which may or may not have been the direct cause of this result are 
excluded. 

Taking this restricted definition, the transverse strikes mentioned by 
Mr. Middlemiss, and the systems of compression they indicate would not 
be connected with the elevation of the HimSlayas or belong to the Hima- 
layan system of disturbance. 

It would be unnatural to suppose that the great area now occupied by 
the Himilayas bad in no part been exposed to compression, previous to 
the end of the mesozoic era, and it is noteworthy that the most coijispicuous 
instance of transverse strike quoted by Mr. Middlemiss, where a north and 
south strike extends for sixty miles, lies on the continuation of the ArSvalli 
range Now, without assuming, what there is no possibility of proving, 
that the Ar^valli range ever extended so far north, the supposition would 
explain how there might be an intense crushing of the older rocks, 
accompanied by a strike transverse to the general direction of the range, 
which was due to a totally distinct system of disturbance from that which 
produced the Himalayas. 

In this way we see how the crushing of the older rocks of the Hima- 
layas and the divers stiikes they exhibit, which Mr. Middlemiss rightly in- 
terpreted to indicate successive systems of compression ranging over along 
period of time, may have been largely anterior to that final compression to 
which the elevation of the Himalayas is here restricted. 


Another opinion regarding the antiquity of the Himalayas, which re- 
quires notice, is that recently propounded oy Sir H. H. Howorth,^ who has 
gone to the opposite extreme and regards the elevation of these mountains 

I Geol Mag , 3rd dec , Vllf, 97 * * 5 ^ (189*) , IX, 54, (1892). 
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as having taken place almost, if not quite, entirely within the pleistocene 
period. This opinion appears to have been adopted in the first place 
to satisfy the requirements of his theories regarding the entombment 
of the mammoth in northern Siberia, but is based principally on the 
supposed absence of any traces of glaciation in the Himalayas, as also in 
the Altai, Caucasus and Ural mountains, all of which are supposed to have 
been elevated within the pleistocene period. 

We have already shown that there is evidence of a former great exten- 
sion of the Himalayan glaciers, evidence which might be amplified to almost 
any extent, but the only instances, in addition to those already quoted, 
which need be mentioned here, are the glaciers on the Babeh pass, now 
barely more than a mile in length, which at one time extended at least 
fifteen miles and probably more, and the morraine recorded by Colonel 
McMahon on the southern slopes of the Dhaoladhdr, at an elevation of 
only 4,700 feet^ 

The Himalayan glaciers, it is true, never spread over the low ground in 
great ice sheets like those of Europe, but there is reason enough for this 
in the thirty degrees of latitude by which the Himalayas are nearer the 
equator than the Alps, and in the much greater distance which separates 
the watersheds from the lowlands. In the Kangra valley, where alone the 
high mountains rise steeply from the low ground at their foot, there is good 
reason to suppose that the glaciers once reached to below 2,000 feet above 
the sea.* And the erratics of the Potwir® show that ice in large quanti- 
ties ^as not unknown there at one time. As it is out of the question to 
suppose that even in the glacial period these glaciers could have origi- 
nated at low altitudes, the only possible conclusion is that the mountains 
must then have had very much their present elevation. 

Another argument for a greater age of the Himalayas is the time re- 
quired for the excavation of the great river valleys. Sir H. H. HoworLh 
avoids this difficulty by denying that the valleys are the work of the rivers 
that flow through them, but it is impossible for any one who has studied the 
action of subaerial denudation not to see that the forms of the hills and 
their intervening valleys are due to the action of rain and rivers, aided by 
frost. A glance at the photograph so admirably reproduced in the froniis- 
piece of this volume will show to the initiated eye that the shape of the 
mountain is due to the disintegration of the rock by frost and the removal of 
the debf is from the hollows by streams and glaciers, and not to any disrup- 
tive force. Even if we could acknowledge that the courses of the drain- 
age were in the first instance determined by fissures, a long period of time 
would be required for the opening out of the valleys and the removal of that 
vast mass which the beds of the Siwilik series tell us was brought down 
from the Himalayas. 

1 Records^ XV, 49, (1882). 

56, (1876), 
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These arguments \\ouId be sufficient to show that the Himdlayas must 
have existed as a mountain range previous to the glacial period at any 
rate, but it is not necessary to appeal to them, for the evidence of the 
pliocene sub- Himalayan deposits shows that the range must then have bad 
very much its present elevation, with the main features of the existing 
drainage system already marked out. 

The close agreement in the results attained by the several distinct 
lines of purely geological reasoning, and that derived from the pecu- 
liarities of the living Tibetan fauna, gives a very strong presumption in 
favour of the correctness of the conclusion arrived at, and discredits at once 
the hypotheses of an older or a later date for the origin of the Himalayas 
than here maintained. There seems, however, to be this much truth 
in Sir H. H. Howorth^s supposition of the recent rise of the Himalayas, that 
their- elevation, if not still in progress, has only recently ceased, and that 
they are probably now somewhat higher than they were during the glacial 
period. 

The evidence pointing to this is of various kinds. There is, firstly, the 
natural presumption that the mountains which now form the most elevated 
peaks of the world cannot be in a state of decadence, and as there is no 
such thing as rest in nature, that they must be still growing. Then 
there are two recorded cases^ where a differential movement of the oppo- 
site sides of a fault has taken place at so recent a period as to cause 
interruption of the minor drainage courses, and to exhibit itself as a distinct 
rise in the surface of the ground, which has hardly been modified at all by 
denudation. These earth movements show that the Himalayas are still 
in a state of strain, and we may naturally conclude that this strain is due 
to the compression which has caused their elevation. 

Better evidence is yielded by the sub-recent fossil fauna of the Hundes 
plain. It was formerly believed that this fauna was tertiary, the presence 
of a rhinoceros was supposed to indicate that the deposits must have been 
formed at a very much lower level than that at which they are now found, 
and that they had subsequently been elevated several thousand feet without 
any discernible disturbance. The incorrectness of the first supposition has 
already been shown.* The last is one that cannot be granted, and as regards 
the second, the presence of the peculiar Tibetan genus Pantholops out- 
weighs the evidence of the rhinoceros. It is true that a rhinoceros could 
not exist on the present plains of Tibet, not on account of the cold, for the 
Tibetan species may well have been protected from that by a thick coat of 
fur, but on account of the impossibility of its picking up a living from the 
scanty vegetation of these arid plains. It must not be forgotten, however, 
thattheie would almost certainly be shallow lakes and swamps, when these 

^ Recoids^ XXI, 158, (lS88). 1 ® Supra, p. 425. 
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deposits were being formed, and at the present day the river valleys of 
Tibet, even at a height of over 13,000 feet, can under such circumstances 
support a growth of grass and shrubs which could easily have given sus- 
tenance to the rhinoceros of Hundes. This animal in any case shews that 
the climate of Hundes must have been somewhat milder than it now is, and 
as there is little difficulty in supposing that these deposits may have been 
raised 1,000 to 2,000 feet without any appreciable disturbance, though it is 
impossible to grant an elevation of 10,000 to 15,000 feet, we may w^ell sup- 
pose that this increased inclemency of climate is partly due to the desicca- 
tion resulting from the change of condition of the rivers, from deposition to 
erosion, and partly to an increased altitude of the plains and of the moun- 
tains south of them. 

The gradual desiccation of the Tibetan lakes points to the same con- 
clusion. There are no data available regarding the rate at which this is 
taking place, but the fact that some have dried completely up, while others 
show but little reduction on their original size, indicates that the process is 
still in progress and that the climate of Tibet was once moister than it 
now is. There appears to be but one explanation possible of this increased 
dryness of climate, and that is a rise of the mountains to the south, which 
has resulted in a more complete cutting off of the moisture from the mon- 
soon winds. 

The cause of the origin of these lakes in Tibet is not thoroughly 
established. Ever since the publication of Mr. Drew'^s book on the Jammu 
and Kashmir territories it has been customary to attribute their origin to 
the damming up of the main valleys by the fans of tributaries, which 
attained a great development during the glacial periods, when the disinte- 
gration of the rocks was more rapid than it now is, while the transporting 
power of the streams was no greater if so great. The present writer is 
unable to accept this view in its entirety. In the case of the Pangong lake 
he believes that its formation is entirely due to differential movements of 
the surface, which raised a portion of the original river bed at a more 
rapid rate than the stream was able to erode and dammed back the drainage 
to produce the present lake. Even in the case of the Tsomoriri in Rupshu, 
which is accepted as the typical instance of a lake formed by a tributary 
ian, he has shown^ that there is reason to believe that this fan could not 
have caused an interruption of the drainage had there not been an eleva- 
tion of a portion of the river valley further down its course, and a conse- 
quent diminution of the gradient. Whatever may Ja&Ae cause of origin of 
these lakes there seems no reason to 'doubt that tn^^road shingle plains, 
which so frequently occur just above where the rivers enter a gorge, are 
produced by a check in the gradient consequent on a recent elevation of 
the river bed in the gorge, and consequent checking of the gradient im- 

1 ^lecord*. XXI, 156, US8d). 
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mediately above it. A simiUr action might well, under favourable circutr- 
stances, give rise to the formation of an actual lake, while the existence of 
an exit would depend on the rapidity of the movement, the supply of 
water, and the nature of the climate. Whether such has actually been the 
case or not, there have certainly been irregular movements of the beds of 
the streams and rivers within what is, geologically speaking, a very recent 
period, and these irregular movements can only be regarded as evidence 
that the disturbance which caused the elevation of the Himalayas is still in 
progress. 

Thus, from whatever point of view we look at the subject, we see that 
the decadence of the Himalayas has not yet begun, but whether they have 
yet reached their maximum development is not so clear^ There are no 
data from which we can decide whether the rate of elevation in the imme- 
diate past has been greater than at present or no, but looking to the 
general indications, throughout the world, that the great earth movements, 
which caused such profound changes in the form and distribution of 
land and sea during the tertiary period, have reached their close, and that 
the present is a period of comparative quiescence in the history of the 
earth, we may suppose that the chapter devoted to the elevation of the 
Himalayas is reaching its close and that they soon will enter on their 
decay. 


There remains one more point to be refe^rredto before finally dismissing 
the subject of the origin of the Himalayas, and that is the supposed con- 
nection between mountain ranges and sedimentation. The enormous 
thickness of sedimentary deposits seen in the sections exposed in moun- 
tain ranges has been frequently noticed, and by many observers their ac- 
cumulation has been regarded as the immediate precedent, and proximate 
cause, of the mountain ranges. It is, however, doubtful whether in this 
case cause and effect have not been confused. Sedimentary accumulations 
of great thickness are known elsewhere than in mountain ranges, but it is 
only where the beds have been turned up at steep angles and extensively 
denuded that their thickness becomes conspicuous, and it is only where a 
great thickness of sediment has been previously accumulated that moun- 
tains can be formed of stratified deposits. Otherwise the underlying 
crystalline and melamorphic rocks will soon be exposed by the denudation 
w^hich is always much more active in mountain ranges than in more level 
ground. The subject !/, however, of sufficient importance and interest to 
make it necessary to inquire whether there is any indication of a con- 
nection between the present position of the Himalayas and the distribution 
of the sedimentary deposits which preceded its elevation. 

*1 the north-west Himalayas there is a great series of sedimentary 
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depoaits, langingtlirougli the palaeozoic and mesozoic eras, which represent 
long periods of accumulation of sediment in enoimous thicknesses of strata. 
Here there is a distinct temptation to regard the mountain range as the 
result of this vast accumulation of stratified deposits, but as we trace the 
lange to the eastwards difficulties come in. 

'Ihe zone of marine deposits found north of the line of highest peaks 
in that pait of the Himalayas which has been accessible to exploration 
has been referred to, as ^^elI as the non-recognition of these beds south of 
the main range. How far the same distribution holds good further east 
it is impossible to say with certainty, but we know that jurassic and 
cretaceous fossils have been obtained from the region north of the hills of 
Nep4l and Sikkim and the discovery of sedimentary strata of unknown, 
but probably tertiary, age near the Cholamo lakes seems to indicate that 
the same parallelism between the boundary of the sedimentary deposits 
and the line of highest peaks prevails at least as far east as Sikkim. 
Whether the present limit is in the main due to an original limit of de- 
position or to the effects of disturbance and denudation is for the moment 
unimportant. 'Fhe absence from the main range and the hills to the south 
of them, so far as is known, of any extensive series of sedimentary strata 
later than older palaeozoic or even older, precludes the idea that the eleva- 
tion of the range was immediately consequent on a great accumulation of 
strata. 

In the eastern Himalayas our difficulties are stUl very great owing to 
the scanty observations available. The only sedimentary deposits that 
could possibly be marine, or that have any great thickness, are certainly 
long anterior to the carboniferous in age, and these occupy a very 
small area in comparison with the great expanse of crystalline schists, 
gneisses and granites. But there are some small patches of coal bearing 
Damuda rocks, w’^hich have been recognised at several spots a^ong the 
outer edge of the Himalayas, and are important as showing that this re- 
gion was dry land, at the close of the palseozoic era, when marine forma- 
tions many thousands of feet in thickness were being deposited in the 
north* west. It is not possible to say that no marine strata of later date 
thanpermian exist in the eastern HimSlayas, but it may be taken as 
tolerably certain that, if present, they cannot be of a very great extent 
or thickness, and this portion of the Himalayas appears to have been a 
land area continuous with that of the Peninsula throughout the secondary 
era, such interruptions of continuity as there may have been, if there were 
any at all, being of minor importance and only temporary. But though this 
portion of the Himalayas was a land area, there is no reason for supposing 
it was a mountain range at these early periods ; the great height of the 
snowy peaks suggests that their upheaval must have been comparatively 
recent, and the palpable unity of the range as a wdiole prevents us from 
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ascribing a much earlier date to this portion than to the rest, which it has 
been shown could not have existed in its present form in the secondary 
era. 

In view of this divergence between the eastern and western portions 
of the range, it is impossible to attiibute the rise of the Himala}as to the 
sedimentation in what is now its north-western portion, and we must look 
to some more wide reaching and deep seated cause for its present position 
and course— a cause which was independent of and able to obliterate long 
standing structural features and to introduce new lines of separation 
between areas of elevation and subsidence. 



CHAPTER XIX. 


Geological History of the Indian Peninsula. 

Earliest periods — Origin of Ar&vallis and East Coast — Mesozoic Indo-African continent — Origin 
of the West Coast and Western Ghdts. 

The previous chapters of this book have principally been devoted to the 
stratigraphical description of the various rock systems of India, and though 
reference has been made in the course of this desci iption to changes in 
the distribution of land and sea, and to the earth movements which have 
marked out the salient features of Indian geography, such references have 
necessarily been somewhat swamped by other matter. This chapter will 
consequent!} be devoted to a brief resumd of the geological history of 
India, of those changes of 1 and and sea through which it has reached its 
present form. 

The earliest stages of the geological history of India, as of all other 
history, are wrapped in obscurity. Dimly we can discern an old land 
surface composed partly of a very ancient granitoid rock, which had even 
then solidified, been penetrated with quartz veins and trap dykes, and 
exposed to extensive denudation, and partly of later rocks, themselves the 
product of the denudation of the granitoid gneiss. From the waste of this 
land suiface the rocks of the Dh^rwAr system were formed, in a sea where 
volcanoes poured forth their lavas and ashes, much as at the present time. 
But whether any living thing was to be found in this sea, or whether the 
earth was still unfit for the support of either animal or vegetable life, it is 
impossible to say. 

These Dh^rwAr deposits were in their turn compressed, contorted and 
exposed to great denudation before the commencement of the Cuddapah 
epoch, but it is impossible to trace even approximately the changes of dis- 
tribution of land and sea during this earliest period of the geological 
history of India. 

With the commencement of the Cuddapah epoch, some definite indica- 
tion of the distribution of land and sea appear. All Southern India, south and 
west of the Cuddapah and KalAdgi basins appears to have been dry land, 
while the sea spread out to the east over part of the present Bay of Bengal,and, 
to the north over what arc now the Kizam’s dominions and the Central Prov- 
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inces. The exact limits of this sea cannot be defined with accuracy, western 
Bengal and Chutist Ndgpur were probably dry land, and this rock area 
probably stretched to the north-east over the Gangetic delta, to Assam and 
the eastern Himalayas. In Bundelkhand there was diy land, to the south 
of which the Bijdwar sea spread to the valleys of the KarbadS and the 
Son but had probably been obliterated by the time the Cuddapahs were 
deposited, and at a later period a fresh depression admitted the sea to the 
north-west of Bundelkhand, in which the beds of the Gw^alior system were 
deposited. 

Nothing is knowm of the early geological history of the great area 
covered by the Deccan trap, nor of what was going on where the Hima- 
layas now stand, or where the Indus and Ganges rivers have spread their 
alluvial plains. In fact, what with complete want of information regarding' 
the greater portion of the area, and the incompleteness of that available 
regarding the rest, the conclusions that can be drawn regarding these 
earliest periods of the geological history of India are of the most meagre 
description. This much, however, seems certain that none of the leading 
features of Indian geography of the present day had been marked out, none 
of the mountain ranges had arisen, none of the great river valleys had cona- 
menced, and the distribution of land and sea was very different to what we 
now see. 

The close of the Cuddapah epoch appears to have witnessed the com- 
mencement of the earliest of those earth movements whose effects on the 
surface contours and geography of India are still prominently noticeable. 
It was then that the great mountain range, of which the present Ar^valHs 
are but the wreck, was raised, and extending far beyond its present 
limits, stretched across what is now the Gangetic plain, possibly even to 
the Himalayas. At the same time another zone of contortion was formed 
running along the south side of the Son and NarbadA valleys, which was 
probably marked by a range of mountains or hills, not rising to the same 
height or importance as the Arivallis, and bearing much the same relation 
to them as the hills west of the Indus alluvial plain do to the Himilayas 
of the present day. 

To the same date must probably be ascribed the zone of contortion 
which runs along the eastern margin of the Cuddapah basin and can be 
traced northwards to the Godavari valley. 

These three zones of contortion, whose disturbance took place during 
the Vindhyan epoch, and must once have been marked by mountain ranges 
much more important in size and elevation than their remnants at the 
present day, seem to be due to the last great movement cf compression 
which lias affected the rocks of the Peninsula. Since then the disturb- 
ances have principally taken the form of movements of elevation and sub- 
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sidence, only to a comparatively minor extent accompanied by compres- 
sion of the rocko, and it is interesting to note that the earth movements of 
this period have still their influence on the limitation of the Peninsula. 

On the north-west the Ai^vallis have remained the boundary of the 
peninsular land area. West of them the great desert of western Raj- 
putdna was alternately land and sea through long ages, but the sea never 
spread east of the barrier of the ArivalPs. On the south-east the bend 
of the east coast north of Madras follows too closely the general course 
of the Nallamalai range for the connection to be accidental and as we 
know” that from the jurassic period to the present day the position of the 
coast has been practically where it now lies, we may naturally conclude 
that its course had been laid down at an even earlier period, contempo- 
raneously with the great Vindhyan epoch of disturbance. In the course of 
ages there have no doubt been alternate elevations and depressions of the 
land, at times it has encroached on the sea, at times the sea has flowed 
over what is now dry land. But the fact that the only marine deposits 
in this part of India are confined to the neighbourhood of the coast, their 
small thickness, the manner in which they thin out away from the sea, 
and the character of the rocks, indicate that when they were formed the 
shore line could not have been far off, and point to a persistence of 
the general run and position of this the oldest feature of the geography 
of India. 

The Vindhyan epoch is the age to which the rise of the ArivalHs and 
the demarcation of the east coast has been ascribed, but what this age is 
in teims of the European sequence there is no means of determining. The 
upper Vindhyans have been looked upon as devonian, on the strength of 
their resemblance to the Table Mountain sandstone of South Africa, and 
though the evidence is insufficient, it is certain that they cannot be much 
newer than the date indicated, and it seems difficult to make them much 
older. They may consequently be ascribed to some portion of the middle 
or latter end of the lower palaeozoic, and it is to be regretted that no 
more exact correlation can be made, for we find that in Silurian times the 
sea flowed over the north-w^est Punjab and the north-western portion 
central Himalayas, and over the hills east of the Irawadi valley. No 
Silurian deposits have been found in that small portion of the eastern 
Himalayas which has been examined, nor in Assam, and it is probable 
that the land area stretched north eastwards from the Peninsula over 
these regions in silurian times, as it seems certainly to have done at a later 
period. 


Towards the close of the palaeozoic era, at a period corresponding 
to the upper carboniferous of European chronology, we have some definite 
information regarding not only the distribution of land and sea, but also 



493 


Ohap. XIX.] MESOZOIC indo-african continent. 

the climate. The great GondwAna era opened with a period of exception- 
al cold. The Peninsula was a land area over which many large lakes were 
probably scattered, while on land there were glaciers flowing down 
into these lakes, and into the sea which covered part of the great Indian 
desert, the north-west Punjab, and a very any large poition, if not the 
whole, of the area occupied by the Himalayas west of the Ganges \alley 
The same sea appears to have stretched westwards to the fuithest boun- 
dary of Afghdnistdn, and it was continuous in some way with that 
which flowed over eastern Australia It is not clear whether this com- 
munication was round the south and west of the Peninsula or round the 
east and north. We know from the evidence of the Salt range fossils 
that after the glacial period there was an irruption of European forms and 
a complete change of type of the fauna; this period was one of extensHe 
changes of land and sea when vast areas in South Africa and Australia 
w'ere converted into dry land, there is consequently a possibility that sea 
stretched south of the Indian peninsula and the close affinity of the 
two faunas is moie in favour of this direct communication, than of one 
round by the more circuitous route round the north of the peninsular 
area, which seems at that time to have extended much further to the north- 
east than it now does. At the close of the jurassic period the Indian 
peninsula was still dry land, tlie east coast was not very far removed 
from its present position, and on the west the sea flowed over Cutch, the 
Indian desert and the north-west Punjab and central Himdlciyas. It is 
not possible to say whether the north-easterly extension of the peninsular 
area over Assam was still dry land, but the land connection with Africa was 
still maintained. Still the presence of some eastern species in the western 
sea shows that there must have been either a temporary and direct, 
or more permanent and circuitous, connection between the two. IE 
the first of these explanations is the correct one there may have been a 
temporary subsidence, by which the land communication between Africa 
and India may have been severed for a time, and certain forms of Iif<^ 
enabled to cross from one maiine province to the other. The alter- 
native explanation would be that the form which is common to the two 
areas, being an abundant and wide ranging one, was endowed with great 
powers of spreading, and reached the western sea round the north-easterly 
prolongation of the Indian peninsular land area 

In the cretaceous period the land connection with Africa was still 
maintained, the eastern coast line of the continent ran not very far from 
the present east coast of India, across the Ganges delta, and along the 
south side of the Assam hills. On the west of India a different sea flowed 
over Arabia and the Arabian Sea and extended inland at least as far as 
Birwai on the Narbada. Sea also flowed over the hilly country west of 
the Indus alluvium and over Tibet. 
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The close of the cretaceous period witnessed that grea outburst of 
volcanic activity which buried the w^hole of western India deep in lavas 
and ashes, and extended from Sind on the one hand to Rijimahendri on 
the other. It is not improbable that this great outburst may have been con- 
nected, as it was probably contemporaneous, with the commencement of 
that great series of earth movements which resulted in the elevation of the 
Him^ilayas and the extra peninsular mountain ranges generally. But how- 
ever this may be, the lava flows must have obliterated all the pre-existing 
surface features and the origin of the main features of the drainage system, 
of the northern part of the f^eninsula at least, cannot be ascribed to an 
earlier date than the close of the Deccan trap period. 

In the tertiary era we find no further evidence of a land connection 
with Africa; at an early period the west coast was approximately in its 
present position, and it is probable that at the close of the cretaceous or 
commencement of the eocene period the great Indo-African continent was 
iinally broken up, and all but the remnants in India and South Africa sunk 
finally beneath the sea. 

Tfee eocene sea flowed over westeTS Rajput4na and the Indus valley 
to the west, over a large part of Baluchistdn and Afghinistdn, and over 
the whole of the north-west Punjab and the outer Himalayas as far east 
Jis the Ganges river. We do not know if this sea stretched eastwards to 
the north of the Peninsula till it joined that in which the nummulitics of 
Assam and Burma were deposited, but on the whole it more probably did 
not. Sea also flowed over the central Himalayas and was probably con- 
tinuous wdth that just referred to, across the north-western termination 
portion of the range. 

One of the first effects of the great series of earth movements, which 
resulted in the formation of the mountain ranges of extra peninsular India, 
was an encroachment of land on sea, and the driving back of the sea first 
frbm the Himalayan and Punjab areas, and fin.illy fiom Sind and Burma 
The same period as witnessed the gradual growth of the Himalayas also 
saw the rfee of the Arakan Yoma, and Manipur and Ndgi hills, on the one 
hand, anoj the greater part at any rate of the Afghdnistin and Baluchistan 
hills the other, and as the most important part of this history has been 
told in the last chapter it will not be necessary to repeat it here. 

It would haw degree extraordinary, if such extensive 
^and violent earOT movements all around it had been accompanied by 
absolute quiescAice in the Indian peninsula, but such disturbance as may 
have taken place in no way took the form of compressip^j^j* and the onlv 
change which can be attributed to this period is the origin ’of the Western 
Ghit4f Reference was i^ade in the first joha^ pter to th^ difficulty of ac- 
counting for this feature, and its tesemblanoFto a Hne^ sea cliffs modi- 
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fiecl by sabaerlal deaudation was noticed, as well as the occurrence of a 
land shell closely allied to a marine form. But though the Sea may once 
have washed the foot of the ghdts, it is impossible to grant that they owe 
their origin entirely, or even largely, to marine denudation. Marine 
denudation works slowly on hard rocks, and during the ages that would have 
been required for the sea to carve the low lands of the Konkan out of the 
Deccan trap, it is inconceivable that the rivers would not have cut their 
valleys much further back into the scarp than they have done. It is far 
more probable that the main features are due to late tertiary earth move- 
ments, and the great rock basins of the Narbadi and TApti valleys show 
most conclusively that there has been a movement of elevation to the west, 
which certainly checked and may even for a time have interrupted the 
flow of those rivers, while the ground along the foot of the ghdts has not 
been closely enough examined either to prove or disprove the hypothesis. 

Whatever may have been the cause of the origin of the Western Ghdts, 
the present easterly tread of the peninsular drainage must be an ancient 
one, for had there been any considerable rivers flowing to the west they 
would have pi eserved their channels, or if the movement had been suffi- 
ciently rapid to reverse the course of the drainage, deep gaps would have 
been left to mark their former course. There is only one such gap, the 
PdlghAt, north of the Travancore hills, and it is possible that a river may 
once have flowed westwards through this, whose drainage was reversed by 
the earth movements which raised the Western Ghits, leaving the lower 
part of its coarse to be occupied by a much smaller stream, while the bulk 
of the drainage was diverted to the east. With this possible exception it 
is probable that the main features of the peninsular drainage, the two great 
westerly flowing rivers to the north, and the series of easterly flowing ones 
further south, were marked out at the close of the Deccan trap period. 

We see then that the origin of the west coast of India dates from the 
middle of the tertiary epoch or a little earlier, when the dry land which 
stretched westwards into the Arabian Sea was depressed, and at the same 
time that to the east was elevated to form the Western GhAts, the most 
recent and also, perhaps more correctly therefore, the most conspicuous 
feature in the geography of the Indian Peninsula, 
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6 

1 34^. 
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Latitude. 

Longitude 

Fage. 

Karharbirf 

• 1 

I 

■ 

P 

0 

24 

; 

10 

0 

86 

/ 

20 

160, 164. 

Kafndl . 

• • 

• 

* 

1 

*5 

50 

76 

S 

3& 40, 86, 89, 395. 

Karo R. 

a • 

• 

■ 

9 

22 

12 

74 

to 

266. 

Kartse . 

• a 


M 


34 

l6 

76 

0 

132. 

Karwf . 

• 

• 

p 

■ 

25 

12 

80 

57 

94 ) 97 * 

Kasakanahal 

• • 

a 

• 

9 

i6 

31 

76 

39 

88.’ 

Kasauli . 

■ 

■ 

4 

p 

30 

53 

77 

X 

350 . 

Kashtnfr 

■ • 

i 

« 

• 

34 

6 

74 

51 

41, 44 ) 1161 134. 420. 

Kashmor 

• * 

• 

4 

• 

i 

28 

26 

69 

36 

IS 34 S 438. 

Kasom H» 

• « 

m 

• 

t 

25 

0 

94 

43 

334 - 

Kdtetu . 

« 9 

• 

■ 


17 

3 

81 

48 

268, 270. 

Kdthidwdr 

« « 

a 

» 

• 

22 

20 

70 

55 

189,253, 259,279,323,^95, 

Kdlikela 

• « 


• 


21 

47 

8+ 

9 

408, 409, 412, 416, 45+, 

33 - 

Ratrol . 

a i 

• 

• 

t 

23 

12 

69 

SO 

221. 

Katta . 

• • 

1 

a 

■ 

32 

31 

72 

30 

122. 

Kau-ran-gyi 

• • 

• 

• 

p 

i6 

31 

93 

48 

340 - 

Kavhad 

• • 

• 

• 


33 

37 

72 

IX 

111. 

Ka^ant . 

■ • 


a 

4 

22 

6 

74 

5 

353. 

Kayal . 

• 

« 

4 

P 

8 

38 

78 


13. 

Keantali 

t * 

s 

• 

4 , 

i8 

0 

94 

3 + 

397. 338. 

Ken R. . 

• t 

• 

P 

1 

24 

22 

79 

20 

52, 59 . 94 ) 97 * 

Kfadibar Pass 

9 

p 

1 

34 

5 

71 

8 

141. 

Khaiiemdrut H. > 

• 

■ 


33 

28 

73 

50 

353. 

Kbairgaon 

• t 

■ 

4 

4 

19 

49 

79 

IS 

158. 

Khatrpur 

• » 

4 

0 

4 

28 

3 

69 

44 

451 * 

Khala . 
Khandesh 

« 9 

• 9 

t 

• 

• 


34 

20 

20 

54 

96 

74 

52 

46 

345 ) 347 * 

261, 278, 396, 398, 

Kbdnpur 

• • 

• 

• 


33 

49 

72 

55 

1X6, 139. 

Kharakpur 

9 • 

• 

■ 

« 

25 

7 

86 

35 

59. 375 - 

Kharir I. 

• • 

« 

• 

P 

33 

53 

70 

22 

3X8, 220, 321. 

Khdsi H. 

• • 

• 

• 

4 

35 

34 

91 

55 

60,150,246,296, 339,332 

Khattan 

9 • 

9 

• 

4 

29 

34 

68 

29 

29I) 293 t 304. 307. 

Khelat • 

• * 

m 

• 

• 

28 

53 

66 

A 

28 

143 , 292. 

Kherly . 

• • 

■ 

• 


37 

12 

77 

5 

69* 

Kheura . 

« • 

• 

1 

• 

33 

39 

73 

3 

110. 
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Lfttitadc. 

longitude. 

Page. 

Kbisor H. 

a 

■ 

ft 

ft 

0 

3 ^ 

t 

20 

0 

71 

/ 

10 

109. 

Khulni . 

a 

1 

ft 

a 

22 

49 

89 

37 

434 ' 

Khundghat 

• 

a 

• 


32 

2 S 

72 

16 

122. 

Kbwdja Amrin H. 


• 

ft 

ft 

30 

39 

66 

30 

142.243. 

Khybef) see Khaibar. 
Kim R. . . . 


a 

1 

ai 

25 

72 

40 

m 

0 

Kira H. 


• 

■ 

ft 

23 

37 

69 

17 

218, 219. 

Kirdna Hv . 



ft 

ft 

31 

57 

72 

44 

72. 

Kirta . . 



• 

• 

*9 

32 

«7 

32 

293. 

Kirdiar H. . 


h 

■ 

• 

*7 

, 0 

67 

X 2 

8, 303. 308, 311, 31S 431* 

KisbengangA R 


f 

ft 

ft 

3 + 

45 

7 A 

0 

138. 

Kistna R> 


■ 

ft 

ft 

i6 

30 

79 

20 

33, 40, 82, 402, 4T2, 416. 

Koari Bet 


* 

■ 

m 

23 

58 

69 

47 

218. 

KohAt . 



ft 

■ 

33 

36 

71 

29 

325* 

Koblma 


a 

ft 

ft 

2S 

40 

9 + 

9 

148. 

Koilath . 


• 

■ 

ft 

27 

50 

73 

31 

0 

00 

ft 

Koil Kuntla . 


a 

ft 

ft 

IS 

14 

78 

23 

86. 

Kolamnala 


a 

ft 

■ 

l6 

0 

79 

52 

82. 

KolAr . 


ft 

ft 

■ 

13 

8 

78 

lo 

48. 

Kopilas H. 


■ 

ft 

ft 

70 

41 

85 

50 

373 . 375 . 

K«rba . 


ft 


ft 

22 

20 

82 

46 

165. 

Kori R. . 


* 

ft 

a 

23 

+5 

68 

40 

452,453- 

Korkai . 


ft 

ft 

ft 

n 

2 

79 

49 

13 - 

Kos! R, , 


« 

ft 

ft . 

29 

30 

79 

II 

469. 

Kota 


ft 


■ 

x8 

55 

80 

2 

184. 

Kotasir . 


1 

■ 


23 

41 

68 

33 

453 - 

Kotri . 


9 

ft 

« 

25 

22 

68 

22 

253, 306, 312, 31S, 423. 

KrolH. 


ft 

ft 

• 

30 

57 

76 

10 

133. 13 

Knbo . 


• 

ft 

ft 

2+ 

15 

9 V 

30 

9. 433- 

KAch Bebar . 


a 

- 

■ 

26 

ao' 

89 

29 

33a. 

Kachri . 


• 

ft 


27 

4 

70 

37 

228. 

Kating . 


• 

ft 

ft 

32 

3 

78 

9 

130. 

Kulu 


• 

ft 

ft 

31 

58 ' 

77 

7 

l-f 

M 

• 

Kumiun 


• 

ft 


29 

35 

79 

41 

43 . 1 17. 349 , 464. 456, 469, 

Kundair R. . 


■ 

« 

ft 

14 

SO 

78 

40 

480. 

78, 84, 86. 
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1 atitude. 

LongiCnde 

L 

Fafie. 






0 

; 

0 

/ 


Kuram R4 . 

• 

■ 

• 

t 

33 

37 

70 

34 

328. 

Kyaukpd 

■ 

a 

• 

1 

19 

35 

93 

41 

20. 


L 









Laccadive t . 


• 

1 


12 

0 

77 

0 

t2. 

Ladakh . 


* 

■ 

* 

34 

10 

77 

40 

44, 4fo, 461. 

Lidera • . 


a 

• 


26 

3 

78 

24 

105. 

Lahore . 


• 

a 

• 

31 

34 

74 

21 

428. 

Lairangao • 


• 

• 


as 

20 

91 

47 

330- 

Laisophlang . 


1 

a 

t 

25 

13 

91 

46 

246. 

Ukhi H. 


• 

■ 

■ 

26 

0 

67 

50 

286, 303, 305, 317. 

Lakhpat 


• 

• 

• 

23 

s«> 

68 

49 

321, 322. 

Lametd ghat . 


a 

4 

• 

23 

6 

79 

53 

262. 

Ldrkhdna 


■ 

• 

. 

27 

33 

68 

IS 

452- 

Leh 


• 

■ 

« 

34 

10 

77 

40 

44>345- 

Lenya R. 


■ 

• 

« 

II 

30 

99 

0 

297. 

Lhasa . 4 


« 

» 

« 

29 

41 

91 

6 

395.477- 

Lilang . 


• 

■ 

• 

33 

9 

78 

17 

130- 

Lintzithang • 


1 

* 

• 

34 

so 

79 

15 

894* 

Lodai * « 


i 

« 

f 

23 

24 

69 

57 

2x8. 

Lokapur 


• 

• 

• 

t6 

10 

75 

26 

84. 

Ix)khzung H. • 


■ 

■ 

■ 

35 

10 

79 

40 

10 

• 

Londr . 


• 

« 

« 

19 

59 

76 

33 

19. 

Long Island . 


• 

« 

a 

t6 

15 

94 

40 

337. 

Luckeeserai . 


• 



as 

11 

86 

9 

59- 

Lucknow 



• 

■ 

26 

S2 

80 

58 

43a. 478. 

Ludhidna . 


m 

« 

• 

30 

55 

75 

53 

428. 

Ldni R. . . 


4 

• 


26 

35 

72 

35 

430.457- 

Luni Pathdn H. 


■ 

1 

• 

30 

to 

69 

40 

30S- 

Lus . • 


a 

i 

t 

as 

20 

66 

45 

22. 

Lynyan , , 

M 

• 

a 


35 

39 

68 

12 

303- 

Mach • • 

i 


» 

« 

29 

22 

67 

33 

304- 

Madanpur . 

■ 

• 

• 

• 

24 

IS 

78 

46 

29. 

Maderapaucum 

« 

• 

« 


13 

27 

80 

4 

389. 

Madhupur . 

• 

• 

• 

• 

34 

34 

go 

0 

441. 
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LoQgltQde, 

Pagkk 






0 

f 

0 

/ 


Madras 


• 

• 

ft 

13 

4 

80 

17 

4. 13, 378. 388, 404 • 

Madura > 

a 

a 

• 


9 

55 

78 

10 

39« X84, 41a. 

Mahdbaleshwar 

• 

• 

I 

• 

17 

5^ 

73 

42 

4, 378, 374. 

MahdbaJipur . 

k 

« 

• 


12 

37 

80 

14 

ia> 

MahdbarH. . 



• 

9 

24 

35 

85 

55 

57.58. 

Mahadiyi R. 

• 

• 

■ 


IS 

27 

74 

35 

381. 

Mabadeo 

• 

s 

• 


as 

12 

91 

47 

246. 

Mahadeva H. 

• 

• 


t 

22 

20 

78 

30 

5, 167, 279. 

Mahdnadi R. 


• 

« 

• 

20 

45 

84 

30 

39. 91. 107. 151* 

Mahdnadi R. 

• 

■ 

• 


24 

0 

80 

53 

96. 

Maharajpur • 

« 


• 

• 

26 

54 

78 

18 

105. 

Maheudraganj 


* 

9 


as 

18 

90 

54 

33a. 

Maher , 

• 


a 


2+ 

43 

85 

13 

57 - 

Mabeswar 

• 

9 

• 

> 

22 

IX 

75 

37 

358. 

M^udgarbl H. 

■ 

a 

• 


*4 

29 

87 

26 

376. 

Mai-( . 

a 

* 


* 

19 

20 

94 

>3 

397 , 338. 

Maidant H. • 

• 

k 

t 


33 

51 

71 

11 

228, 336. 

Mdin Pit 

• 

• 

• 

ft 

22 

48 

83 

20 

363, 267, 374, 3«<3. 

Muwand 

■ 

• 


m 

31 

43 

65 

16 

394. 

Mikdm 

■ 

• 

• 


27 

18 

95 

41 

331* 

Malini . . 

• 


V 

ft 

as 

45 

71 

as 

74 - 

Maidive t . 

■ 

• 

• 


6 

0 

73 

10 

12. 

Mal^i . 

% 

t 

* 

1 

19 

ti 

79 

40 

184. 

Malkipur 

• 

• 

• 

1 

• 

20 

S 3 

76 

33 

401. 

Malpaiba R. 

• 

• 

■ 

■ 

16 

0 

7 S 

57 

403- 

Milwin . 

a 

# 

• 

• 

x6 

3 

73 

30 

377 , 409- 

Mimand 

• 

a 

» 

m 

29 

39 

68 

45 

307- 

Man R. . 


» 

• 

t 

i 22 

1 

20 

75 

so 

353 * 

Minbhaxn . 

■ 

a 

• 

• 

33 

20 

86 

35 

62. 

Manchhar Lake 

• 

• 

• 

• 

26 

25 

67 

4a 

3 * 5 , 313, 451 * 

Mandalay 

■ 

• 

• 

* 

21 

59 

96 

8 

it8, 336. 

Mandar H, . 

• 

• 

* 

• 

34 

so 

87 

5 

31 * 

Mandli 

• 

• 

» 

• 

22 

35 

80 

34 

92, 379, 383. 

Mindc^arh . 

■ 

» 

9 

* 

22 

at 

75 

26 

249. 

Mandsaur . 

■ 


a 

• 

24 

3 

7S 

8 

70. 

Maner R. 

• 

• 

• 

a 

18 

30 

79 

45 

89. 
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Latitude. 

Longitude, 

Page. 





0 

t 

0 

t 


Manga Pir iet Pir Mangho. 








Mdngli . 

t 

• 

• 

20 

22 

79 

4 

169. 

Manimalai 

• 

■ 

• 

11 

36 

76 

II 

37 * 

Manipur . 

# 

• 


24 

48 

93 

59 

9 » I 47 f 397, 334 333, 









433. 494. 

Mansurah 

• 


• 

35 

53 

68 

49 

453- 

Maobehlarlcdr 

• 



as 

34 

9 ' 

48 

295. 

Maosmai 

• 

• 

a 

2$ 


91 

47 

246. 

Mdrai . 

■ 


« 

34 

7 

81 

16 

56. 

Maraura 

« 

« 


34 

33 

78 

52 

26. 

Maravatur 

• 

• 


11 

13 

79 

0 

236' 

Mari H. 

• 

a 


39 

20 

68 

so 

391, 304. 307, 318. 

Markha R. . 

« 

• 

• 

33 

55 

77 

20 

34 ^. 347 - 

Marut . ■ . 


• 

* 

37 

6 

75 

8 

70 

Marpanmadi 

« 

• 

• 

11 

31 

76 

38 

37 

Martaban . . 

• 


• 

z6 

3 « 

97 

38 

14a, 378. 423- 

Masbalak H« . 

a 

• 


30 

20 

66 

$0 

4 i 7 « 

Maski ■ . « 

« 

« 

« 

■ 

IS 

S 7 

76 

43 

48. 

Masulipatam . 


• 

i 

• 1 

id 

9 

81 

12 

150* 

Mdtdblidngd R. 

• 

■ 

• 

33 

40 

88 

45 i 

440. 

Matapenai H. 


• 


22 

12 

73 

53 

378. 

Mathar * 

• 

• 

• 

33 

33 

67 

50 

325* 

Mdtberdn 

• 

a 

• 

18 

59 

73 

x8 

371. 374 387- 

Ma-tun . 

■ 

■ 

• 

19 

12 

95 

0 

337 - 

Maulmain 

• 

■ 

• 

16 

30 

97 

38 

142. 

Mauphlong . 

• 

• 

m 

35 

37 

91 

48 

6r, 295. 

Meerut . 

• 


• 

39 

I 

77 

45 

437. 

Meghnd R. . 

* 

a 

• 

23 

45 

91 

0 

441. 

Makalgandf ghat . 

« 


■ 

19 

35 

78 

48 

267, 276. 

Memkal 

» 

• 


IS 

I 

77 

0 

50. 

Meigui . 

■ 

■ 

• 

12 

II 

98 

38 

141- 

Midnapur 

■ 

a 

« 

23 

25 

87 

21 

374 . 392, 4 ‘ 5 . 

Milam . 

« 

• 

• 

30 

26 

80 

13 

129, 130. 

Minbu . . 


■ 

• 

20 

13 

94 

57 

20. 

MineMoung . 

% 

■ 

• 

19 

10 

95 

35 

339 - 

Min>gy( . 

• 

j 

a 


18 

8 

95 

30 

435- 


2 L 
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Latitude 

Longitaile. 

Psgc 


u / 

0 r 


Mfrzdpur . « . « • 

2S 10 

82 38 

29, 56, 60, 436 

M<^ouk . . « • • 

22 53 

96 33 

45 - 

Mc^an R. • . * * • 

25 5 + 

67 56 

303 « 

Muhar 

25 18 

78 13 

IQS- 

Mobp^ , • • • • 

22 45 

78 54 

i6i, 397. 

Moiri H. • • • ' ' 

25 10 

86 31 

370, 375 - 

Mollnij set Myllfm. 




Monuen r • • • • * 

25 5 

98 46 

18. 

Monghyr • • • • • 

25 23 

86 30 

177,440. 

Moiucj Cape . • > ■ * 

24 

66 43 

312, 315. 

Ka • • • • * ^ 

24 0 

87 30 

444. 

Moran 

aa 20 

77 3a 

54. 

Morir •••<*’ 

26 14 

78 16 

65 . 

Mortaka • * • * * 

aa 16 

76 6 

53 93. 



aa 17 

78 37 

167. 

Mugger Pir, see Pir Mangho. 




Mufaammadpur . • • * 

a; 9 

77 3 

69. 

MtU . . . • * 

30 4 

79 44 

92. 

Mulakhel • < • • * 

32 55 

71 »3 

228. 



30 12 

71 31 

428. 



19 as 

75 30 

40a. 



33 54 

73 a8 

352, 355. 

Murshid&bdd . • • * 

24 IX 

88 19 

440. 

Murtazipur 

20 44 

77 25 

401. 

Mttsakhdl . . » • * 

32 38 

71 49 

2x6. 



30 27 

78 6 

>33. 

Muth •■•••• 

31 58 

78 6 

114. 

Mutl£ R. • » * * • 

22 19 

88 43 

434. 

Myauaung r • * • • 

18 17 

95 22 

337,-378,423. 

Myitmakha Kh)oui^ 

18 15 

95 30 

425. 

MylUm 

23 30 

91 52 

61, 62. 

Mysore 

12 18 

76 42 

5II 37,48,412. 

N 




Ndgi H. • . . • • 

26 0 

94 JS 

8.335,494. 

Nagar Pdrkar . . . • | 

24 21 

70 47 

454. 
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Latitade* 

Lgngitnde, 

Fag«. 






0 

? 

0 

f 


Ndgari Nose* 

« 

a 

a 

a 

13 

23 

79 

39 

78, 80. 

Nagode* ■ 

• 

a 

1 

a 

24 

3 + 

80 

38 

lOX. 

Nagpur * • 

a 

« 

a 

a . 

2X 

9 

79 

7 

33t 151. iflS, 262,264,268, 
280, 374, 402, 413. 

Ndhan . • 

• 

a 

a 

■ 

30 

32 

77 

21 

356.358*466* 

Naira R. , 

• 

a 

« 


30 

39 

77 

45 

133 * 

Nal Lake • 

« 

• 

a 

« 

22 

4 » 

72 

5 

408,454. 

Nallamalai H. 

a 

■ 

a 

■ 

IS 

0 

79 

0 

4. 81, 493. 

Nambar R. . 

a 

a 

a 

■ 

26 

17 

93 

so 

296. 

Ndmddng R. • 

■ 

a 

a 

a 

27 

16 

95 

45 

331, 

Nancowry . 

m 

a 

a 

a ' 

8 

0 

93 

34 

344 - 

Nindgaon 

a 

« 

a 


19 

SO 

79 

X 2 

157 - 

Nandidl. 

■ 

a 

a 

• 

IS 

29 

78 

33 

86. 

Nandi^Iampett 

a 

a 

a 

a 

14 

43 

78 

52 

81. 

Naoshera . 

« 

a 

a 

m 1 

33 

10 

74 

18 

467, 

Naosir , • 

m 

a 

a 

a 1 

2S 

46 

71 

S 3 

227. 

Nirakal 

« 

« 

a 

a 

10 

2 

96 

17 

405* 

Nardoli . • 

a 

« 

a 


26 

20 

76 

41 

103. 

Narbadd R. . 

a 

a 

a 


22 

30 

77 

10 

9,248,249 39 ^ 43 I« 498 < 

Narcondam I, 

* 

a 

a 


[2 

36 1 

94 

15 

17. 

Narha . 

a 

a 

a 

• 

23 

39 

69 

10 

189, 223 . 

NariR. 

« 

a 

a 

a 

26 

40 

6j 

20 

308. 

Narji . 

■ 

a 

a 

a j 

14 

39 

78 

35 

86. 

Narra R. • 

« 

a 

a 

a 

26 

as 

69 

0 

451. 4 Sa 

Narsinghpur • 

« 

a 

a 

•1 

22 

57 

79 

14 

5.54.398. 

Narwar . 

a 

a 

a 

» ' 

as 

38 

77 

S8 

105. 

Naushahra • 
Neilgherry H., 

a a 

see Nflgiri, 

a 

a 1 

33 

3 ^ 

73 

13 

228. 

Nellore . . 

• 

a 

« 

a 

14 

27 

60 

1 1 

33 . 40, 50. 78, 373 . 416. 

Nepdl . 


a 

a 

• 

27 

42 

8S 

X 3 

75 . 421,438. 

Nga*pu>tau . 

« 

a 

a 

a 

16 

30 

94 

46 

424. 

Nga*tha-mtt « 

a 

« 

a 

a 

iS 

30 

93 

49 

340. 

Nicobar, 1 . . 

1 

a 

a 

a 

8 

0 

93 

35 

13 , 343 * 

Nilang , • 

a 

a 

a 

a 

31 

6 

79 

4 


Nflgiri . • 

a 

a 

a 

. 

11 

*5 

76 

C/t 

4 . * 4 . 37 . 40. 375 , 409* 413. 

Nimach . 

a 

a 

a 

a 

*4 

28 

1 ” 

54 

70, 103. 
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Latitnde. 

1 ODgittade. 

Page. 






0 

1 


3 9 


Pangotig L. . 

• 

• 

• 

■ 

33 

45 

78 

45 

486. 

Pdniam . 

e 

• 

4 

ft 

IS 

31 

78 

25 

86. 

Panna 

• 

• 

• 

• 

24 

43 

80 

14 

97. loi, 107. 

Pan-ta-naw . 

• 

• 

• 

ft 

i6 

55 

95 

28 

426. 

Pdnw&ri . 

• 

« 

9 

ft 

25 

26 

79 

32 

97. 102. 

P^paghni, R. . 

• 

• 

m 

ft 

14 

20 

78 

30 

79* 

P4r . . 

■ 

• 

• 

ft 

26 

3 

78 

6 

65, 105. 

Pdra R. . 

• 

• 

• 

ft 

32 

35 

78 

12 

130- 

I'drasntfth 

• 

• 

ft 

ft 

23 

58 

86 

EO 

14. 

Parihar H, 

• 

• 

• 


27 

11 

70 

42 

227. 

Patcham, J. . 

• 

■ 

« 

■ 

23 

5* 

69 

50 

215, 218, 220, 321. 

Patkoi, H. 

• 

• 

ft 

ft 

23 

40 

94 

0 

8, 335^ 

Patn& . 

• 

• 

ft 

ft 

20 

42 

83 

X2 

375* 

Patthargatta . 

• 

• 

ft 

ft 

2S 

41 

87 

53 

428. 

Pdvulur 

• 

• 

ft 

ft 

IS 

SI 

80 

14 

i8x. 

Piwagarh . 

w 

• 

• 

ft 

22 

31 

73 

36 

73i2S9- 

Pegu , 

• 

• 

ft 

ft 

17 

20* 

96 

30 

14s. 338, 378, 413. 434* 

Pdinf R. 

■ 

• 

« 

ft 

29 

10 

78 

49 

480* 

Pengangi R. 

4 

• 

ft 

ft 

19 

45 

78 

30 

158, 160, 213, 402. 

Penner R., North 

4 

• 

• 

■ 

14 

40 

77 

20 

48, 78. 80, 403. 413- 

South 

* 

■ 

ft 

ft 

12 

20 

78 

20 

232, 4x3. 

Perambaliir . 

• 

■ 

ft 

ft 

11 

14 

78 

54 

236. 

Perim, I. , 

• 

• 

ft 

ft 

21 

36 

73 

23 

302, 323* 

Peshawar 

• 

4 

• 

ft 

71 

37 

34 

2 

418. 

Phondagh&t . 

• 

• 

ft 

ft 

16 

20 

73 

56 

82. 

Phuleli R. 

• 

■ 

• 

ft 

25 

30 

68 

29 

453* 

Pichor . 

• 

i 

ft 

t 

25 

57 

78 

27 

lOS. 

Pid . . . 

Piram I ses Perim 1. 

• 

ft 


32 

41 

73 

2 

12 X. 

Pir Mangho . 

• 

• 

ft 

ft 

24 

59 

67 

4 

31a. 

Pfr Panjifl 

■ 

• 

ft 

ft 

33 

40 

74 

40 

43, 44, 461. 462 

Rsdura 

• 

■ 

ft 

ft 

20 

21 

79 

6 

263. 

Pishfn . 

« 

■ 

ft 

ft 

30 

37 

67 

5 

143, 318. 

Places garden 

• 

« 

ft 

ft 

13 

2 

79 

53 

182. 

Pokaran 

• 

• 

ft 

ft 

26 

55 

71 

58 

xo6, x6o, 453. 

Pondicherri . 

• 

■ 

ft 

■ 

IX 

56 

79 

53 

10, x8. 23X, 235. 239, 241 > 
403i 414* 
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Longittule, 

Page 



0 


e 

1 


Poona . . • 

§ a 

x8 

31 

73 

55 

259, 371, 278. 

Porebandar . . 

t • 

21 

37 

69 

48 

395- 

Port Canning * 

• • 

23 

19 

88 

43 

434- 

Porto Novo • . 

■ s 

11 

29 

79 

48 

404. 

Potwfir . 

4 » 

33 

0 

73 

0 

I4i 4 i 8 j 484* 

Prinhita R. . . 

• • 

X9 

30 

80 

0 

90, 184, 279. 

Prome . , 

• • 

i8 

43 

95 

IS 

339. 340. 

PdddkatUi . 

• * • 

10 

*3 

78 

Sa 

40« 

Pugha 

i V 

33 

13 

78 

20 

34^* 

Pulivendala . 

B ■ 

H 

as 

78 

17 

80. 

Pttlkoa t , 

• B 


35 

79 

53 

98. 

PuUampet 

• * 

14 

15 

79 

5 

81. 

Pulnej H,, see Palnf. 







Puppa H. . . , 

f B 

20 

57 

95 

10 

17- 

Furan R. . . ^ . 

34 

40 

69 

15 

453. 

Punch R. . , . 

« B 

33 

as 

73 

47 

351, 467. 

Pungadi 

• B 

17 

1 

81 

41 

269. 

Puriam Point 

t • 

15 

19 

93 

58 

337, 425- 

Puma R. , , , 

• « 

21 

0 

76 

as 

396, 401, 449, 

Q 







Quetta 

B S 

30 

12 

67 

4 

143, 290, 305, 307, 318, 
417. 

Quilon . r . , 

* • 

8 

S3 

76 

37 

299,394- 

R 







RagavapUram . , 

• B 

»7 

2 

81 

23 

i8o< 

Raialo • • . . 

• B 

27 

6 

76 

17 

' 59. 

Raidak R. . . , 

4 • 

26 

43 

89 

SO 

45- 

Raichnr Doib . , 

* • 

16 

0 

78 

0 

36, 86. 

Rdipnr , , , 

• ■ 

21 

15 

81 

41 

64. 

Rdjdgriha H. 

• f 

25 

0 

85 

30 

58, 60. 

Rajah's choultry 

• • 

15 

5a 

79 

50 

344. 

Rdjdmahendri , , 

• B 

17 

0 

81 

48 

179, 263, 268, 379, 392, 
401. 
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Latitodb 

Longitadct 

Page. 






0 

f 

0 

! 


RSjanpnr 


• 

a 

a 

29 

6 

70 

22 

433* 

Rdj&pur • 

• 

• 

a 

a 


S; 

80 

25 , 

23 . 

Riimahil . 

a 

m 

a 

a 

as 

2 

87 

S 3 

437, 438. 

Rajmahil H. 

• 

• 

a 

• 

34 

30 

87 

30 

ISO. 159 . 174. 372. 3?6, 
383. 413- 

Rdjpipla * 

9 

■ 

a 

9 

21 

54 

73 

34 

S» 261, 278, 300, 

Rimgangi R. 

• 

% 

• 

9 

39 

33 

79 

0 

469, 480. 

Rdmgarh . 

• 

• 

a 

• 

33 

38 

85 

35 

X63, 

Rdmgarh 

« 

• 

a 

a 

22 

53 

86 

14 

63. 

RjSmnid . 

• 

a 

a 

a 

9 

22 

78 

53 

'412 

Ramnagar 

• 

• 

« 

a 

33 

45 

S6 

54 

437 - 

Rimpuri . 

m 

a 

« 

a 

35 

58 

76 

7 

98. 

Rdmrf I. * . 

9 

a 

a 

a 

19 

5 

93 

45 

30 , 397, 338. 

Rangoon « 

m 

• 

• 

a 

16 

47 

95 

13 

340, 342, 424. 

Rilniganj 

• 

« 

a 

a 

a 

23 

36 

87 

8 

159* 16 1, 164, 166 170, 










177. 437 , 393. 

Rinikot • 

9 

a 

9 

a 

25 

54 

67 

56 

303. 

Ran] R. • 

9 

a 

a 

a 

34 

48 

«9 

*9 

97 - 

Ranjit R. • 

• 

a 

« 

a 

37 

IS 

88 

20 

76. 

Ranthambhor . 

* 

a 

a 

a 

26 

2 

76 

30 

103. 

Ratanpur . 

« 

a 

a 

a 

21 

44 

73 

*5 

30 1. 

Ratndgiri • 

• 

a 

9 

a 

17 

0 

73 

20 

36,300,377, 389. 

R 4 vi R, 

■ 

a 

a 

n 

30 

30 

72 

30 

3SS. 461. 

Riwalpindi . 

■ 

• 

a 

a 

33 

37 

73 

6 

353, 4 > 8 . 

Rebni • , 

« 

• 

a 

a 

19 

16 

79 

39 

186. 

Red Hills . 

a 

a 

a 

a 

13 

9 

80 

r6 

00 

• 

Rer R. 

■ 

a 

a 

1 

34 

30 

83 

5 

56,60. 

Rew 3 . • 

« 

a 

# 

1 

34 

31 

8x 

ao 

29.56,153. 161,167, 173, 









186, 25% 279, 383. 

Ridsi . 

« 

a 

a 


33 

5 

74 

SO 

347. 351 * 

Robdar R. * 


a 

a 


39 

35 

67 

20 

293. 

Rohri • 

• 

• 

a 


27 

43 

68 

$6 

305, 430. 451- 

Rohtdagirh ■ 

m 

a 

a 

a 

3 + 

37 

83 

$6 

9 S- 

Rongreng 

9 

a 

a 

9 

27 

16 

95 

46 

331 - 

Rotds . • 

9 

m 

a 

a 

32 

58 

73 

39 

419. 

Rdpbds 

9 

a 

a 

a 

37 

0 

77 

39 

100a 

Rdpshu 

• 

a 

a 

a 

33 

0 

78 

0 

42, 486. 
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o 


S 


Sabzal-kot 

■ 

9 

e 


29 

Sadl>d t 

• 

9 


• 

27 

Sadri . . 

• 

9 

• 

0 

24 

Safed K(/h . 

ff 

• 

0 

■ 

34 

Sdgar « 

■ 

• 

9 

• 

23 

Sahdranpur . 


« 

m 

■ 

29 

Sah^ddri H., see 

Western Ghdts. 



St. '1 homd • 

« 

V 

• 

■ 

13 

Sainthoray . 

• 

• 

9 

* 

II 

Salem . . 

• 

9 

m 

t 

11 

Sdletekri 

9 

4 

9 

1 

21 

Salsette 

• 

9 

• 

* 

19 

Salt Range . 

« 

• 

i 

« 

33 

SaUih R. 

• 

9 

« 

0 

16 

SSmagttlirg . 

• 

• 

• 

ft 

25 

Sambalpnr • 

■ 

• 

• 

e 

21 

Sambhar Lake 

• 

» 

e 


27 

Sandonay 

• 

• 

• 

■ 

18 

Sanddr . 

• 

• 

■ 

• 

13 

Sanjd . • 

• 

* 

* 

• 

33 

Sankaridrdg , 

a 

9 

• 

a 

11 

Sanktoria • 

• 

9 

• 

■ 

23 

Sata R. 

■ 

9 

• 

ft 

29 

Sarasvatf R, . 

• 

9 

• 

• 1 

39 

Sargdga 

• 

9 

■ 

• 

23 

Sandb . 

■ 

• 

• 

ft 

30 

Sdsserdm 

■ 

• 

• 

b 

24 

Sdtpura H. . 


• 

• 

« 

22 

Sattavddn . 

• 

• 


1 

13 

Sdwantndri • 

t 

• 

« 

ft 

15 

Sehvdn 

• 

i 

9 

■ 

26 

SemriR. 

• 

• 

* 

• 

24 

Seonf . 

t 

a 

m 

ft 

22 


9 70 2 432» 435- 

SO 95 4a 4a7f459- 

23 74 46 70. 

o 70 o 7, 41, 140, 229. 

50 78 49 93. 383 

58 77 35 427.437- 

2 80 19 12. 

15 79 *3 *40. 

39 78 12 25 38, 412. 

47 80 52 64. 

10 72 57 259, 271. 

40 73 o 7> 8. log. 119- 228, 2S6, 

352. 353. 355. 418- 

45 97 40 142,424,425. 

45 93 48 334* 

27 84 i 32. 70. 107, 151, 169. 

53 75 5 70. 

28 94 25 297. 

5 76 35 48^49- 

4 78 30 29+- 

29 77 58 3®' 

42 86 52 437- 

9 79 58 468. 

58 78 52 450. 

20 83 15 153. *57. 255. 263, 267, 

279. 374 . 383- 

6 67 0 290. 

57 84 3J 93. 95- 

20 79 o 3. .5. 54. 250. J54 167, 170, 

X72, 201, 

26 80 X 18^ 389. 

54 73 52 36- 

2» 67 54 309.428,451.452. 

35 79 35 98. 

5 79 35 92-411- 
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Longitude 

Page 






0 

/ 

0 

/ 


Seruigapatam 

• 

« 

t 

P 

12 

26 

76 

43 

48. 

Shdhgarh . 

■ 

9 

* 

W 

24 

19 

79 

11 

26, 96. 

Shaikhdwati * 

• 

a 

a 

P 

28 

0 

7 S 

0 

69. 

Shaikh Budin 

• 

« 

• 

* 

32 

18 

70 

51 

228. 

Shaikhpdia H. 

• 

■ 

a 

a 

35 

8 

85 

53 

57 - 59 - 

Shdli H. 

• 

■ 

• 

1 

31 

11 

77 

20 

117. 

ShAyak R. , 

• 

• 

a 

a 

34 

45 

77 

0 

420, 460. 

Shevaroy H. . 


P 

a 


II 

53 

78 

*3 

4 . 14. 387. 415- 

Shikdiptir 

• 

• 

a 

a 

27 

57 

68 

40 

315. 428. 

Shillong 

ff 


a 

• 

25 

33 

91 

56 

44 . 6 Ji 393 * 

Shimoga 

• 

• 

a 

a 

15 

55 

7 S 

36 

48. 

Sholdpur 

• 

0 

a 

a 

17 

40 

75 

57 

261. 

Shordpur 

• 

p 

a 

a 

16 

31 

76 

48 

48. 

Shrishalam • 

• 

• 

• 

a 

16 

5 

78 

56 

82. 

Shyok R, sei Shdjak. 









Sibi 

• 

p 

a 

■ 

30 

4 

67 

50 

318, 418. 

Sibsdgar 

• 

a 

i 

a 

26 

59 

94 

38 

331. 427- 

S.chel H. 


■ 

a 

a 

19 

35 

78 

SO 

267. 

Sikkim « . 

« 

a 

a 

a 

a? 

5 

88 

19 

145, -348, 488. 

Simla t 

a 

a 

a 

a 

3 x 

6 

77 

11 

107, 117. 132. 13^ 349 . 
459 . 463- 

Simra . . 

• 

a 

a 


25 

2 

87 

26 

176. 

Sind R. • 

• 

a 

a 

1 

25 

45 

78 

IS 

65. 105. 

Sindri . 

■ 

■ 

a 

P 

24 

16 

69 

11 

4 S+- 

Singaieni 

• 

i 

a 

a 

17 

31 

80 

20 

91. 

Singarh . 

■ 

a 

a 

a 

18 

22 

73 

49 

259. 

Singhbhdm . 

• 

a 

a 

a 

22 

33 

85 

SI 

24. 32, 62. 

Singhe Ld . 

• 

a 

a 

a 

33 

58 

76 

54 

347 * 

Singpho H. 

» 

• 

a 

a 

27 

3 ^> 

96 

30 

335 - 

Singiduli . 

• 

a 

a 

a 

24 

6 

82 

55 

30. 

Siran R. . 

• 

a 

a 

p 

34 

7 

72 

57 

419- 

Sirban « . 

• 

a 

• 

a 

34 

6 

73 

16 

1 16, 138, 139. 229, 286. 

Sirmur • 

• 

p 

a 

a 

30 

33 

77 

42 

ii 7 » 133. 349 * 

Sironchd 

« 

a 

a 

a 

18 

31 

80 

1 

151. 185. 268. 

Sirsti . . 

• 

a 

a 

a 

29 

32 

75 

7 

449. 

Sitsyahn 

• 

a 

a 

a 

18 

54 

95 

14 

339 ' 
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Latitude. 

Longitude. 

Paiie. 

Sittaunir • 

1 ■ 

• 

0 

14 

/ 

IS 

e 

96 

t 

30 

142, 342, 378, 423, 426. 

Skardo, see Iskardo. 








Sohigpur . • 

t • 

• 

*7 

52 

78 

I 

55* 153. 267, 398. 

Sohin R» • • 

■ » 

• 

33 

5 

72 

0 

418. 

Solan • ■ t 

• i 

• 

30 

SS 

77 

9 

133. 138. 

Son R. . 

* ■ 

• 

24 

IS 

8t 

30 

51* 52, 55 . 94. 98. ^ 103. 
154, 162, 279, 383. 

105. 

Sotiir « • • 

• * 

« 

25 

33 

78 

4 

Sonmi&ni . . 

• • 

• 

24 

27 

66 

39 

315. 

Spinatangi . . 

t " 

• 

29 

55 

68 

8 

290, 307. 

Spira Riga • . 

■ 1 

s 

30 

33 

«7 

46 

142. 

Spiti • • 

• 

■ • 

32 

S 

78 

15 

75 . 129. 130. 137. 229, 294. 

Spiti * • • 

• 

■ s 

28 

21 

77 

36 


Sripemialtdr . . 

• 

■ • 

I 2 

sB 

80 

1 

132, 244. 

Subitbn • • 

• 

1 • 

30 

58 

77 

2 

350W 

Sukakkeri . • 

« 

■ ft 

22 

49 

78 

52 

397 . 398. 

Sukkur , . * 

• 

* • 

27 

42 

68 

54 

308, 457 ‘ 

Snl^ldindn H» . • 


• e 

31 

40 

70 

0 

7, 141, 229, 292. 304, 30s, 
3iO»3i8» 325. 

92. 

Sii1Uv» • 

0 i 

1 • 

18 

12 

80 

zo 

Sunesari R. . . 

« 

a ■ 

2S 

20 

90 

4 S 

333 - 

Supur . 

• 

• ■ 

23 

I 

86 

5 ® 

63- 

Surarim . • 

« 

k • 

25 

18 

91 

47 

61. 295, 330, 

Snrat • • . 

« 

• • 

2 Z 

9 

72 

54 

259, 262, 278, 282, 300, 

Surf • . • 

m 

• ■ 

23 

S 4 

87 

34 

374 . 407. 408, 4*2, 414. 
175,392. 

Sutlej R. • . 

• 

• « 

30 

15 

73 

20 

42,351. 449,452.461,484. 

Swamamukhi R. • 

• 

« 

1 

• « : 

13 

45 

79 

47 

469. 

50* 

Sylhet • . . 

• 

• 0 

24 

S 3 

91 

55 

441. 

T 








(Tidputri . 

• 

• « 

14 

S 5 

78 

4 

80. 

Tagling Pass • 

■ 

• • 

32 

3* 

77 

S8 

13 *. 

Takfab-t-Suldinidn . 

• 

• • 

31 

36 

70 

2 

292. 
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Latitude* 

Longitude. 

Page, 



■ 

B 

■ 

0 



Til R 

• 

1 


9 

78 

4a 

230* 

Tilcher . * . * 

• 

■ 



85 

x6 

32» 149* 153 > 157* 1 ^ 91 174 < 

• • • • 

t 

a 

27 

12 

76 

47 

70. 

Taniwdl . . * 

• 

a 

34 

20 

73 

55 

139* 

Tandra Rihim Khin > 

a 

» 

26 

3a 

67 

as 

31a, 315* 

Tanjore . . * 

• 


10 

47 

79 

10 

394 > 404* 4 ia> 

Tarkesar * • 

i 

• 

21 

22 

73 

6 

301. 

Tipti Rt • t • 

f 

a 

21 

30 

7 S 

40 

9> 300. 396* 398* 400, 407. 
41 X) 431* 495 * 

Tdmot • • • • 

a 

f 

20 

45 

82 

31 

64, 91. 

Tatta .... 

• 

• 

24 

41 

68 

0 

306, 312. 

Taang-gup . . . 

b 

• 

18 

SO 

94 

20 

297.338* 

Taung*ngu . . 

• 

• 

18 

55 

96 

31 

342,424* 

Tiwa R. • • • 

t 

t 

22 

45 

78 

5 

1-4 

l-l 

• 

Tenasserim . . . 

■ 


12 

5 

99 

3 

45. 141. 297. 343. 378. 

Tezptir t . • . 

■ 

a 

26 

37 

92 

53 

256. 

Thai .... 

» 

a 

33 

37 

70 

34 

328* 

Thai (Chotiili) 

■ 

• 

30 

I 

68 

46 

291. 305. 418. 

Thai Ghit . 

a 

a 

*9 

43 

73 

30 

261. 

Thalaphdi 

• 

• 

17 

7 

81 

44 

179. 

Thina • • . . 

« 

• 

19 

XX 

73 

1 

271. 

Thar .... 

a 

i 

as 

30 

69 

45 

455 * 

Thalia .... 

• 

a 

as 

IX 

9 * 

48 

247, 296, 329, 331, 332. 

Thayetmyo . . . 

« 

f 

19 

19 

93 

X6 

144. 336. 340. 

Thondoung « . . 

* 

■ 

19 

16 

95 

14 

338. 

Tinnevdli • . 

« 

• 

8 

44 

77 

44 

11. 13. 39. 39a, 405, 4 ia, 
416. 

Tipam H. . ■ • 

a 

a 

a? 

IS 

95 

30 

334 * 

Tipperah Hills 

Tirhowaiij sm Tirohin. 

a 

a 

as 

SO 

9 

91 

33 

443 * 

Tirohin . . 

• 

a 

as 

12 

80 

58 

96, 102. 

Tirupad • 

• 

• 

16 

57 

81 

19 

x 8 o. 

Tirupad H* . 

a 

a 

13 

38 

79 

28 

78. 

Timpatftr . • 

• 

a 

ZI 

3 

78 

59 

238. 

Tiruvakarai . . 

a 

a 

12 

X 

79 

43 

235. 393 * 

l^sti R. ... 

Todapurti, m Tidpatri. 

■ 

a 

as 

SO 

89 

46 

76. 
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Todihal • 

■ • 

• 


t 6 

35 

73 

37 

265, 

Tong • • 

* » 

a 

• 

25 

46 

67 

35 

312. 

Tongiip, set Taung-gup. 








Tons R. . 

* • 

a 

a 

30 

59 

78 

0 

134- 

Toshdm H. « 

• 1 

t 

* 

28 

54 

75 

56 

74 - 

Traiiqu^ar . 

• tt 

a 

■ 

It 

2 

79 

54 

12. 

Tiap • 

• • 

a 

a 

33 

3 

71 

S8 

419. 

Travancore . 

« « 

■ 

■ 

8 

29 

76 

59 

4 . 40, 399, 377, 385. 394 » 









40s, 416. 

Trichinopoli • 

* • 

a 


10 

50 

78 

44 

38# 39» 40, 152, 182, 21 1, 









231, 378, 414. 

Ttipetty, xe Tiropati. 








Trivicaiy, Tiruvakarai. 








Tso Moriri L. 

9 * 

a 

• 

32 

55 

78 

23 

486. 

Tungabhadra R 

• • « 

a 

a 

IS 

45 

77 

0 

48, 79 - 

Tuid • ■ 

• • 

a 

a 

25 

29 

90 

16 

29^ 329. 


u 








Ubra . 

a « 

a 


24 

23 

83 

3 

56. 

Uchdr . 

• » 

a 

a 

33 

S 3 

78 

30 

105. 

Udaipur 

• « 

a 

« 

34 

35 

73 

43 

68, 69. 

Ukra H. 

t ■ 

a 

a 

23 

45 

68 

55 

216, 223, 286. 

Umarkot * 

• • 

a 

a 

25 

21 

69 

46 

429* 451 . 452, 455. 

Umballa • 


■ 

a 

30 

21 

76 

52 

428, 433, 435, 476. 

Umblai R. 

« » 

• 

a 

23 

20 

91 

5 

331 - 

Umia . . 

• * 

a 

a 

33 

41 

69 

I 

188, 232. 

Umrali , 

« * 

a 

a 

22 

10 

74 

21 

249 - 

Undutla 

• s 

a 

a 

IS 

3 ^ 

78 

23 

86.. 

Upalpid . 

I ■ 

a 


IS* 

10 

78 

6 

86. 

Utatur . 

• • 

a 

a 

XX 

4 

78 

^4 

152, 184, 233, 236, 237. 
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Vdlinidkam . 

a a 

a 

a 

9 

10 

78 

43 

11. 405. 

Valudayur • 

« a 

• 

• 

It 

59 

79 

45 

331, 232, 233, 241. 

Vellar R. 

• a 

a 

a 

11 

39 

79 

48 

332, 404. 
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Vemdvaram • . 

• 

* 

• 

15 

41 

80 

13 

181. 

Veitipalli . . 

• 

■ 


u 

21 

78 

30 

79 - 

Vengurla . . 

« 

• 

• 

IS 

54 

73 

30 

83. 379- 

Venkatagiri . . 

• 

* 

» 

13 

57 

79 

37 

33 - 

Venkatpur • 

t 

■ 


18 

IS 

80 

3 

93. 

Vigor! . 

« 

• 


23 

31 

69 

8 

223. 

Vindhya H. . 

1 

• 

• 

23 

0 

78 

0 

3 » 92 . 

Vird^ah 

• 

• 

• 

24 

30 

70 

48 

454 - 

Viroddhdchalam • 

■ 

• 

• 

II 

31 

79 

24 

231, 232, 233, 255, 240, 
241.. 

Virgal . 

• 

• 

« 

33 

27 

73 

07 

122 . 

Vizagapatam . 

• 

• 


17 

42 

83 

20 

34 f 403* 

W 









Wadhwdn • • 


« 

« 

22 

42 

71 

44 

35+ 

Wigad • « 

• 

• 

■ 

33 

35 

70 

40 

215, 220, 222, 224. 319. 

Wdgalkhor • • 

■ 

• 

• . 

21 


73 

16 

301. 

Waindd 

a 

• 

• 

11 

50 

76 

3 

37 * 4 ^* 

Waingangi R. 

• 

• 

a 

20 

30 

80 

0 

184, 402. 

Wajhiri H. . 

« 

• 


15 

52 

73 

46 

36. 

Wajra Karur • 

• 

• 

• 

IS 

4 

77 

27 

40, X07. 

Wandan R. . . 

• 

9 

• 

28 

0 

70 

0 

450 - 

Waratigal » 

• 

9 


17 

58 

79 

40 

150. 

Wardhd R. . • 

• 

* 

■ 

20 

30 

78 

30 

90, 92, 169, 186. 

Warkalli 

■ 

■ 


8 

4 + 

76 

46 

299, 394- 

Warord • ■ 

• 

a 


20 

14 

79 

2 

263. 

Wer . . . 

a 

a 

■ 

27 

I 

77 

14 

70. 

Western ghats • 

1 

a 

• 

19 

0 

73 

30 

3» 4 * 10* 237, 279, 415, 494. 

Y 









Yedakalmolai H. . 

■ 

• 

« 

II 

37 

76 

18 

37. 

Yeddihair . 

• 

t 

1 

16 

32 

76 

36 

88. 

Yellakonda H. 

* 

• 

• 

IS 

0 

79 

10 

4,78. 

Ycliamala H. • 

• 

a 

* 

14 

45 

78 

20 

86. 

^Va»l&yC'ung 

* 

■ 

• 

20 

as 

94 

56 

17 - 


— 




528 


GEOLOGY OF INDIA. 


Latitude, Longitade, 

0 1 o / 

z 

Zami R. i6 o 98 zo 142* 

Zanskar 33 30 77 o 347» 4<5o» 477* 

Zhob • . • • • . 31 o 68 o 142. 





INDEX OF SUBJECTS. 


4 


PAGB 


A 

Abur group . • • 226, 228 

Abncaj cretaceous . . 247> 252 

„ Gondurina reptiles in — » 195 

„ Karoo series . . .201 

„ land connection with India 209, 


233. +93 

„ Uitenhage series . .x82j 205 

African affinities of Biila Surgain 


cave animals 

* * • 395 

Agate . 

. . 176, 260 

Agra boring 

. 43*. 435. 476 

Albaka division 

... 89 

Aleppi, smooth water 

anchorage . 405 

Aimod group • 

. . 156. 1/0 

Alum shales 

. . 303. 35* 

Alwar quartzites 

• • • 


„ , relation to Ardvalli system 68 

American fossils in upper Pro* 
ductus limestone . . . 125 

Amethystine quartz . . . 260 

Ammonite zones in dutch Jura> 
ssic ..... 225 

AmmonitidoBf permian, in Salt- 


Range .... 

123 . 

, 127 

Amygdules . . 176, 

*57. 

1289 

Analcime .... 

a 

176 

Anamesite . • 

17s. 

*57 

Anchorages, smooth water • 

• 

405 

AndaguKyauh . • * 

e 

337 

Andaman Islands, evidence 

of 


changes of level 

* 

12 

Anhydrite, inclusions in quartz 

• 

113 

„ Salt range 

• 

113 

„ origin of— 

• 

113 

Apatite .... 

• 

30 

Apophyllite 

260, 

261 

Arabian cretaceous deposits 

• 

352 


Afdvalli Rangei antiquity of — 6| 71, 

104, iq6, 491 

$t w former extension 


of-— , . 483 

ft it relation to upper 

Vindhyans • 103 

Arivalli system . . 40, 67, 74 

„ relation to Delhi system 70 
Archipelago senes . . . 344 

Arenaceous group . . 320^ 322 

Argillaceous group . . 320^ 322 

Ariyaldr group . 233, 236, 239, 244, 250 
„ fossils in Assam . , 247 

it If It Africa « • 249 

t, gneiss pebles inr— . 236^239 

ft relation to Utatdr and 

Trichi nopoli groups . 235* 


Arkose in Ain ar group 

resemblance gneiss 


I# 


238* 241 
• 70 

24f 50* S3» 

59* 7 h 134 

Artesian uells, Lucknow . . 435 

„ Pondicherri . . 404 

Assam range, comparative absence 

of disturbance , 44 

„ ti an.rlogy to Salt range 8 

it „ a detached fragment of 

the Peninsula 44,60,439 
Athgaih group . . . 156, 178 

Athleta beds . 

Attock slates 
Augite . . 

Auk shales . 

Australia, carboniferous fossils in 

India , 121, 132, 135 

coal measures • • igS 

„ relationship of flora 

to Gondwdna flora 200 

cretaceous ammonite in 
Gutch ... 286 

Axial group .... 144 


220, 221, 226 
. . 116 

• t 30 

• • 83 


I, 

u 

l» 



530 


GEOLOGY OF INDIA, 


PAGE 


Babeh series . • • ii4i 

Bacchus marsh beds • . .198 

Bighbeds . . . 152,248 

„ connection with cret- 
aceous of Europe and 
Arabia . . 2iXj 252 

„ relation to Deccan trap 249, 

266,2^s^ 281 
„ „ Lametd . 2O4 

„ „ upper Gond- 

udnas . 173, 249 

Bdgragioup .... i73 

Bairenkonda quartzites . . 81 

Ball coal * • • • • 1^5 

Bdlmer sandstones • * 226, 227 

Banag^npallf group . * 85, 86j 107 

Bdp, Talchir boulder beds at . 160 

Barakar group . • 16, 162, 166 

M age of the . 197, 206, 208 

„ coal . • • 164 

M supposed representation 

near Athgarh . , 178 

Barren Island . • • . 16 

Basalt • • * « ^75* 257 

Baxa series • . • . 118 

Bedesar group . . • 226, 227 

Bdiar transition series , 53, 37, 75 
Belemnite beds • < • . 290 

BaUerophoti, in Ceratite (ti ias) beds 129 

Bengal gneiss, contrasted with 

Bundelkhand • • • 30 

Bengal transition series • 62, 75 

Bezwdda gndss » ... 34 

Ber}l 30 

BhSbtiT . • . 437, 44®, 4®9 

Bkdmgof and Khddar^ distinction 

of . 438^ 444 

u cause 445, 45® 

Bhander group .... loi 
Bhiaura quartzites • • . 58 

Bhfmd series . . • 84,87 

Bhur .... 438, 449 

Bijdvar system . . 57, 59, 64, 73 

Bijori group . , 167,193 

Billa ^urgam gaves • t • 395 

^iotite 30 

/Blaini group . . 129, 133, 143, 148 

I, „ age qf the . . 137 

Btpod^one .... 260 


PAGE 

Blown sand . . 415, 438, 453, 456 

Boilleauganj quaitzites • 134, 138 

Bole, in the Deccan trap , . 259 

Bombay, intertrappeans . .272 

„ submerged forest , ii, 4(^7 

Boulder beds (conglomeiatic slates) 

M Bijdwar . . 54, 55 

„ Champdner • . • 73 

„ Dhdrudr ... 49 

,, Jaunsar system . .117 

see also glacial boulder beds. 
Brahmaputra alluvium * 45, 431, 439 
Breccia formed by fracture in siiu 

28, 31, 83, 88, 96 
M pseudo . . 291, 292, 304 

Brine wells, Gangetic alluvium 429, 448 
„ Puma alluvium • 401 

Bronzite . .... 14 

Budavdda group . . 156, 181 

Bundelkhand or older gneiss . 24 

„ Bellary . 24, 33, 49 

„ Bengal area , . 32 

„ Bundelkhand . 25, 30, 46 

tt » Schistose beds 

in Maraura region 26 
» „ mi old land 

surface 29, 491 
„ Dh4r forest area . 53 


Call, an abandoned seaport . • 13 

Calcite .... 260, 289 

Calcutta boring , * 432, 475 

Cambrian fossils. Salt range . 113 

Capra, occurrence of on Nflgiri hills 15 
„ in pliocene of Perim Island 324 
Carbonaceous system . X32, 137, 139 

Carboniferous and trias, absence 

of break . .119 

„ contrast between 

peninsular and 
extra peninsular 119 

„ beds included in 

Panjdl system , . xi6 

„ glacial epoch i2o, 206, 493 

„ „ boulder beds X29, 133, 

®57, 159 

f, i, Africa . • 203 

„ „ Australia . 121, 198 

„ „ doubtful examples 160,343 

w period, changes of 

land and sea at close of 123, 493 



SUBJECT INDEX 


531 


?AaB 


P\G£ 


Cardita beaumounti beds. Salt rangfe 532 


Smd 

Cassiterite . . 

Cave deposits* Billa Surgam 
Central gneiss of Hiii]dla\as 
Ceratite beds 
Cemssite . . 

Chabasite .... 
Chalcedony 
Champdner beds . 

Chdrl group . . 

Chdrli, flexible sandstone 
Cherra sandstone , 

Cheyair group 
Chidru group 
Chikidia group . 

Chikkim series 
Chilpi ghdt beds 
China* Productus series fossils in 
Chiniot hills 
Chlorite 


288 

30*45 

395 
41,42 

128 

30 

260 
176, 289, 4t2 

73. 75 
21 y* 219* 222 

. 138 

• *95. 330 
> 79.80 

123, 128, 207 
. . 186 


Chloritic shist 
Chrysotile 
Cleavage 

Closed drainage areas 
Coal Gondwdna* origin of 


294 

64 
125 

• 7* 

• 85} 26 
. 26 

30, 146, 292 

55. 73. 86 

9, 418. 4di 

ISO 




S» 

» 

99 

99 

W 

>» 


99 


99 

93 

99 


Talchir group , 157 

Karharbdri group x6o* 
161 

Damu da series 160 
161* 164* 166, 202 
Jabalpur group . 187 

Jurassic^ Salt range . . 228 

Cretaceous, Assam . 295, 296 

„ ? Tenasserim . 297 

Tertiary, Assam . 329, 330^ 331 

Baldchistdn • . 305 

Burma 334*336.338 
Punjab 350* 351. 35®. 353 
M »» Sind • . , 303 

„ ,* Tenasserim . 298* 343 

Coal, lower Vmdhyan black shales 

taken for • * • 95 

,* pebbles in Gangetic delta 434 

Coalfields, Gondwdna* cause of 

limitation of . . « 153 

Columnar structure in Basalt 175, 258 
Conglomerate deformation of peb- 

^ bles in , 49, 54, 59 

imitated by ooncr^ 
tionary action 291, 

®92* 304. 307 


Conglomerate in gneiss 33, 59, 73 

Contemporaneous erosion* in Gond> 


wdnas 


150 

Copper 

• • • • • 

63 

Coral reefsj cretaceous^ South India 

234 

ff 

permian in Salt range . 

X26 

Coralline limestone group 

249 

Corundum* in gneiss of Singrauli . 

30 

Cotton soil 

• * • » 

410 

Creinvoconehtts * 

XX 

Cretaceous* continuity with tertiary 



deposits 255, 285* 303, 305 

99 

distribution of land 



and sea .2x1, 

493 

99 

fossils in Attock slate 



area • a • 

X16 

99 

Nummulites • 

291 

99 

South India 



afiinities in 



South 



Africa 247, 251 

•» 

„ affinities in 



Khdsi hills 

246, 



251 

fl 

„ contrast to 



West India 

211* 


246, 251 


„ original Ii-> 



mitalion of 

23x1 


235. 337. 341. 344 

•J 

„ rdation to 



Gondwinas 

153, 



182 

99 

Narbada valley . 

248 

*f 

,* affinities in 



Europe and 



Arabia . 

2X1* 



252 

IV 

„ contrast to 



South India 

2X1, 


246* 25 X 

9 

*, divergence 



from South 



Africa 

252 

99 

„ Relation to 



Deccan 



trap 249* 

266, 


27s 

, 281 


,, relation to 



Mahddeva 



series • 

173. 



249 


2 M 




53® 


GEOLOGY OF INDIA. 


FAOB 

Cretaceous, Narbada relation to 
Lametd group . . > 264 

Cuddalore sandstone . • 232,392 

Cuddapah system 51, 75, 78, 8g, 108 
,, disturbance of die . 47, 81, 87 
f, original extent of 79. 49^ 
„ possible transition age 75, 108 
„ representative in Chara- 

pdner • • 73 

M rdation to Dhdrwdrs 48, 50, 75 
„ n Kamdls . 8c, 81, 84 
Cut rent marking, see Ripple marks 
Cumbum slates . • « 81 

Cutcb, great earthquake of . 11, 453 

„ Rami of « ■ • 215, 453 

supposed, in Karndl senes 86 


Dagshdi group . . 347*350,351 

M eqiuvalent to Murree beds 355 

„ resemblance to Ndhan 

group . . .357 

Dating series «... 76 

Damuda series . * 162,192 

,, age . • . « 206 

coal . j6o, 161, 164, 166, 202 
„ flora contrasted nith 

Rdjinahdl . .155, 177 

„ foreign relationslups of 

flora . 192, 194, 200, 203 

u outliers in eastern 

Himdlayas . 76, 118, 488 
„ Pre-Riimahdl disturb- 
ance of . . . 177 

» supposed representa- 

tives on east coast 178, 182 
Deccan trap . . 255, 379, 413 

„ age of the . . 280, 289 

„ compared with Rdjmahdl 

traps. . . 176,279 

M connected with upheaval 

of the Himalayas . 494 

I, foci of eruption . . 277 

,, newer than Vindhyan 

scarps in Bunddkhand . 29 

„ relation to Bdgh beds 249, 254, 

275. 281 

„ „ nummulitic 282, 320 

t* reptefbnted in Sind 255, 287, 

289 


PAGE 

Deccan trap, represented in eastern 

Baldchistdn . . 291 

„ sedimentary beds . 152, 262, 

280 

„ subaerial origin . . 274 

„ outliers at Rijdmahendri 152, 268 
Delhi system . . .68, 69, 73 

„ age of the. * . • 75 

„ relation to Gwaliors at 

Hindaun . . 67, 7X 

Denwa group . . 173, 186, 19s 

Deoban limestone . . * 117 

Deola and Chirdkhdn marl . . 249 

Depression, East coast , .10, 404 

„ Ganges delta . .10, 433 

„ West coast . 11, 407 

Desert of W. Raiputana . . 455 

„ rocks and structure of . 2 

Devonian, 7 Central Himalayas 114,115 
,, fossils in Eastern Thibet 118 

Dhdman 417 

Dharampnr, reputed trias fossils 

from . . . 138 

Dhirwdr system . . 48, 75, 490 

„ supposed outlier in 

Ndlore • > • 34 

Dhosa, oolite . . 217. 220, 221, 

222, 225 

Diamond . . 85, 86, 88, 97, 100 

H supposed original source of 101, 107 
„ „ occurrence neat Simla * 107 

Diamond gravels . . • 403 

Dtaspore ...» 

Dihing group .... 324 

Diorite .28, 40, 52, 61, 62, 63, 74, 84, 106, 

348 

Disang group .... 148, 335 
Disturbance cf bedding caused 

by the solution of limestone 102, 330 
Disturbance of lower Vindhyans, 
possibly newer than river 


valleys « 

. . . 99 

Dolerite . . 

• • 175. 357 

Dolomite 30, 76, ilo, 

113* J35. *27. 133. 


138. 139. »99 

Dolphins, in Indus and Ganges 

Rivers 

• • • 443 

Dome gneiss 

• 3*, 58 

Dubrdjpur group 

. . 174, 176 

Dulchipur sandstones 

. « • 9^ 

Dunghan group 

. • . 290 

Dwdrkd gioip . 

. 324 



SUBJECT INDEX 


533 


PAOJB 

DykeS) Deccan trap . . 277, 2781 

279, 280 

„ in Ddmodar valley coal- 
fields .... 177 

„ in gneiss of Southern India 35, 371 

38, 40, 56 

„ in Bundelkhand gfneiss . 28, 32, 

40* 63 

„ in Shillong series . . 61 

„ in transitions of Bengal . 63 

„ „ Rer valley 36 

„ rarity in Rdjtnahdl hills . 176 


Earthquake, changes of level ac- 
companying 1 1, 1 2, 454 
East Coast, antiquity of . 2, 39, 244, 492 
„ changes of level 10,404,405 

„ plain of marine de- 
nudation . 10, 388 

w recent changes . . 12 

Ecca beds .... 203 

Ecktnosphariies . . .1x8 

Elevation, evidence of . 10, 404, 407, 408 
Ellore, Gondednas . 152, 179, 394 

Enchardm quartzites ... 92 

Endog^uus volcano of Narcon- 
dam ..... 17 

Encroachment of sea on land . 12 

Engdain tract .... 424 

Epidote . . . .26, 27, 30 


Epistilbite . . . 

Epsom salts ...» 
Erosion of sea coasts . 

Eruption of mud volcanoes . 

„ , submarine volcanic . 

Euphyllite 

Extra-peninsular area, contrast 
with peninsula . . 

„ transverse dimnage of the 
hill ranges , . 


260 

110 

12 

21 

18 

30 


8 


F 


Facetted pebbles . . .120 
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